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H.494 Transitional Housing language

Sec. C.XXX HOUSING TRANSITION; RESOURCES FOR COMPREHENSIVE
COMMUNITY RESPONSE

(a) The additional funding provided in this section is to be used for a coordinated and

collaborated effort between State agencies and community partners to address community

impacts as individuals transition from hotel and motel settings. The Secretaries of

Administration, of Human Services, and of Commerce and Community Development,

and their respective designees, shall collaborate with local community partners, including

the community action agencies; designated and specialized service agencies; homeless

shelters: health care providers such as free clinics, hospitals, health networks, and

community health teams; youth service agencies: and willing civic and religious

community organizations to support individuals and households who are transitioning

from hotels and motels to alternate housing or shelter arrangements or who may be

homeless.

(b) The Agency of Human Services shall transition the Coordinated Care Housing

Resource Teams into existing regional teams that shall take the lessons learned from the

statewide response and systematize cross-agency, team-based complex care. The

Agency’s field directors shall lead this transition, working in collaboration with leaders

from the Blueprint for Health and the regional partner organizations described in

subsection (a) of this section.

(¢) The sum of $10,000,000 shall be made available to the Department for Children

and Families in fiscal year 2023 as set forth in subsections (d) and (e) of this section, and

may be carried forward into fiscal year 2024, to provide assistance to individuals and
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households experiencing homelessness. Funds may be distributed through payments to

beneficiaries, through grants, or through contracts, at the Department’s discretion. The

amounts to be distributed to community partners shall be awarded as flexible grants

through the Department for Children and Families’ Office of Economic Opportunity

Housing Opportunity Program that enable the grantees working with these individuals

and households to respond to their short-term needs, which may include rental deposits;

campsite fees and camping equipment; furniture and appliances; car repairs, if funds for

repairs are not available from other programs; and transportation costs, including

relocation expenses.

(d) $9.400,000 of the funds described in subsection (c) of this section shall be

transferred to the Department for Children and Families as set forth in this subsection.

The Agency of Administration shall structure the program in accordance with the

requirements of 31 C.F.R. Part 35 and in a manner designed to achieve rapid deployment

and administrative efficiency, and may reallocate funds across governmental units in a

net-neutral manner as follows for a total of $9.400,000:

(1) The Commissioner of Finance and Management is authorized to reallocate

General Fund appropriations made to the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board in

2023 Acts and Resolves No. 3, Sec. 45. In exchange, the Secretary of Administration

shall provide an amount equal to the reallocation amount to the Vermont Housing and

Conservation Board from the federal funds appropriated through the Emergency Rental

Assistance Program, which was originally approved by the Joint Fiscal Committee

pursuant to Grant Request #3034 and
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(2) The Commissioner of Finance and Management is authorized to reallocate

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) — Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Funds

appropriated to the Agency of Human Services in 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 74, Sec.

G.300(a)(31), as amended by 2022 Acts and Resolves No. 83, Sec. 68.

(e) The remaining $600.000 of the funds described in subsection (c) of this section are

appropriated from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) — Coronavirus State Fiscal

Recovery Funds to the Department for Children and Families for the purposes set forth in

subsection (c) of this section.

(f) The funding provided in subsection (c) of this section is in addition to other

funding for housing stability services allocated in this act or through other recent

legislative action, including:

(1) $15.200,00 in ARPA — Emergency Rental Assistance Program funds for three

years of housing stability wraparound services through community partners;

(2) $1.000,000 General Fund in 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 3. the fiscal year

2023 budget adjustment act, to provide coordinated care teams for wrapround support

Services,

(3) $5.000,000 General Fund for a Housing Opportunity Program grant, of which

$500,000 was allocated from fiscal year 2022 surplus funds;

(4) $1.500,000 General Fund and Global Commitment Fund in this act for Family

Supported Housing programming;

(5) $3.000,000 General Fund in 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 3 for the Housing

Voucher Program for families experiencing homelessness:
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(6) $1.500,000 General Fund from fiscal year 2022 surplus funds for the Vermont

Rental Subsidy program for families with very low income participating in the Reach Up

program;

(7) $18.776,814 General Fund for Office of Economic Opportunity annual base

funding to provide grants to community agencies assisting individuals experiencing

homelessness; and

(8) $26.384,610 General Fund in combined annual base and one-time funding for

the 20232024 General Assistance Emergency Housing program under a hybrid adverse

winter weather policy.
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