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Leahy Institute for Rural Partnerships

Mission: 

To provide engagement opportunities and partnerships 
with the University of Vermont for the benefit of our rural 

places.

VISION: 
A Vermont where all communities have an 

opportunity to thrive.



How We Work: Grantmaking

• $10k grants

• Supports the development of 
partnerships between UVM 
and external organizations

• Supports future partnership 
grant proposals

Capacity 
Grants

• Up to $250k grants

• Supports partnership-driven 
projects that address rural 
challenges and builds 
solutions

Partnership 
Grants



How We Work: Engagement Initiatives

Data Services

Student Engagement for a Resilient Vermont

Rural Places Summer Internship Program

Partners in Place Podcast



How We Work: Convenings
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Academic Policy Research

• Inform state policy with data 

• Connect policy makers with national experts 

• Craft reports with case studies, best practices, and cutting-edge research 
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1. Purpose: Independent review of approaches and efforts undertaken by state and tribal 
entities for better regional alignment and deployment of resources.

2. Research Components 
a. Data Analysis
b. Best practices and case studies
c. Presentation of different approaches to regional governance

Act 118 County and Regional Governance Study Committee 
Research Support 
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The Team

Christina Barsky, Ph.D., M.P.A.
• University of Vermont
• Director of the Master of Public Administration
• Former rural capacity and resilience practitioner

Lauren McKeague, Ph.D., M.P.A. 
• University of Montana
• Emergency management and network scholar
• Former emergency management practitioner
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Questions?


