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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2024

Second Reading

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 534.

An act relating to retail theft.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Baruth for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 2575 is amended to read:

§ 2575. OFFENSE OF RETAIL THEFT

A person commits the offense of retail theft when the person, with intent of
depriving a merchant wrongfully of the lawful possession of merchandise,
money, or credit:

(1) takes and carries away or causes to be taken and carried away or aids
and abets the carrying away of, any merchandise from a retail mercantile
establishment without paying the retail value of the merchandise; or

* * *

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 2577 is amended to read:

§ 2577. PENALTY

(a) A person convicted of the offense of retail theft of merchandise having
a retail value not in excess of $900.00 shall:

(1) for a first offense, be punished by a fine of not more than $500.00 or
imprisonment for not more than six months 30 days, or both;

(2) for a second offense, be punished by a fine of not more than
$1,000.00 or imprisonment for not more than six months, or both;

(3) for a third offense, be punished by a fine of not more than $1,500.00
or imprisonment for not more than three years, or both; or
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(4) for a fourth or subsequent offense, be punished by a fine of not more
than $2,500.00 or imprisonment for not more than 10 years, or both.

(b) A person convicted of the offense of retail theft of merchandise having
a retail value in excess of $900.00 shall be punished by a fine of not more than
$1,000.00 or imprisonment for not more than 10 years, or both.

* * *

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

(Committee vote: 4-1-0)

(No House amendments)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2024

House Proposal of Amendment

S. 30.

An act relating to creating a Sister State Program

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. VERMONT SISTER STATE PROGRAM; WORKING GROUP

(a) Creation. There is created the Vermont Sister State Program Working
Group for the purpose of determining the administration, oversight, scope, and
objectives of a Vermont Sister State Program.

(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development or
designee;

(2) the Secretary of Education or designee;

(3) the Secretary of Agriculture or designee;

(4) the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Vermont Arts Council or
designee of the Board of the Trustees;

(5) the Chair of the Board of Directors of the Vermont Council on
World Affairs or designee of the Board of the Directors; and

(6) the Vermont Adjutant General or designee.

(c) Meetings.
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(1) The Secretary of Commerce and Community Development or
designee shall call the first meeting of the Working Group to occur on or
before September 1, 2024.

(2) The Working Group shall select a chair from among its members at
the first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) In furtherance of its duties, the Working Group is encouraged to
solicit input and participation from interested stakeholders, including those
with experience in cultural exchange or in international relations, agriculture,
trade, education, arts, recreation, or governance.

(d) Powers and duties. The Working Group shall review sister state
programs in other jurisdictions and receive testimony from relevant
stakeholders in order to make recommendations for legislative action. In
conducting its analysis, the Working Group shall consider and make
recommendations on the following:

(1) which department in State government is best suited to administer,
house, and provide support to the Program;

(2) the makeup of the membership of the Committee overseeing the
Program;

(3) sources of funding that will financially support the Program;

(4) specific objectives of the Program that align with the following
goals:

(A) that the Program exist to create, administer, and maintain
mutually beneficial and long-lasting partnerships between Vermont and other
select countries or provinces;

(B) that the Program foster the connection of immigrants and refugee
communities in Vermont with their nations of origin;

(C) that the Program promote and foster cultural exchange, tourism,
trade, and education between Vermont and Sister States; and

(D) that through the Program, the Committee communicate with and
support military personnel, foreign service officers, aid organizations,
nongovernmental organizations, Peace Corps volunteers, and any other
relevant entities working in Sister States.

(5) the criteria for evaluating proposed and existing Sister State
agreements;
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(6) the requirements for creating and managing Sister State agreements,
including:

(A) the term length for agreements; and

(B) the appropriate number of active agreements at one time; and

(7) any other issue the Working Group deems relevant to the success of
the Vermont Sister State Program.

(e) Compensation and reimbursement.

(1) A nonlegislative member of the Working Group shall be entitled to
per diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under
32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than 10 meetings.

(2) Payments to members of the Working Group authorized under this
subsection shall be made from monies appropriated to the General Assembly.

(f) Reporting.

(1) An initial report on the Working Group’s progress on the work set
forth in this section shall be submitted to the General Assembly on or before
February 15, 2025.

(2) A final report shall include the Working Group’s findings and
recommendations for legislative language based on the requirements set forth
in this section. The report shall also include the names of the stakeholders that
the Working Group heard from during its work. The report shall be submitted
to the General Assembly on or before November 1, 2025.

(g) Expiration. The Working Group shall cease to exist on March 31,
2026.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2024

Second Reading

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 121.

An act relating to enhancing consumer privacy.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Ram Hinsdale for the Committee on Economic Development,
Housing and General Affairs.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:
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Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. chapter 61A is added to read:

CHAPTER 61A. VERMONT DATA PRIVACY ACT

§ 2415. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Abortion” has the same meaning as in section 2492 of this title.

(2)(A) “Affiliate” means a legal entity that shares common branding
with another legal entity or controls, is controlled by, or is under common
control with another legal entity.

(B) As used in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (2), “control” or
“controlled” means:

(i) ownership of, or the power to vote, more than 50 percent of the
outstanding shares of any class of voting security of a company;

(ii) control in any manner over the election of a majority of the
directors or of individuals exercising similar functions; or

(iii) the power to exercise controlling influence over the
management of a company.

(3) “Authenticate” means to use reasonable means to determine that a
request to exercise any of the rights afforded under subdivisions 2418(a)(1)–
(5) of this title is being made by, or on behalf of, the consumer who is entitled
to exercise the consumer rights with respect to the personal data at issue.

(4)(A) “Biometric data” means personal data generated from the
technological processing of an individual’s unique biological, physical, or
physiological characteristics that is linked or reasonably linkable to an
individual, including:

(i) iris or retina scans;

(ii) fingerprints;

(iii) facial or hand mapping, geometry, or templates;

(iv) vein patterns;

(v) voice prints; and

(vi) gait or personally identifying physical movement or patterns.

(B) “Biometric data” does not include:

(i) a digital or physical photograph;

(ii) an audio or video recording; or
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(iii) any data generated from a digital or physical photograph, or
an audio or video recording, unless such data is generated to identify a specific
individual.

(5) “Broker-dealer” has the same meaning as in 9 V.S.A. § 5102.

(6) “Business associate” has the same meaning as in HIPAA.

(7) “Child” has the same meaning as in COPPA.

(8)(A) “Consent” means a clear affirmative act signifying a consumer’s
freely given, specific, informed, and unambiguous agreement to allow the
processing of personal data relating to the consumer.

(B) “Consent” may include a written statement, including by
electronic means, or any other unambiguous affirmative action.

(C) “Consent” does not include:

(i) acceptance of a general or broad terms of use or similar
document that contains descriptions of personal data processing along with
other, unrelated information;

(ii) hovering over, muting, pausing, or closing a given piece of
content; or

(iii) agreement obtained through the use of dark patterns.

(9)(A) “Consumer” means an individual who is a resident of the State.

(B) “Consumer” does not include an individual acting in a
commercial or employment context or as an employee, owner, director, officer,
or contractor of a company, partnership, sole proprietorship, nonprofit, or
government agency whose communications or transactions with the controller
occur solely within the context of that individual’s role with the company,
partnership, sole proprietorship, nonprofit, or government agency.

(10) “Consumer health data” means any personal data that a controller
uses to identify a consumer’s physical or mental health condition or diagnosis,
including gender-affirming health data and reproductive or sexual health data.

(11) “Consumer health data controller” means any controller that, alone
or jointly with others, determines the purpose and means of processing
consumer health data.

(12) “Consumer reporting agency” has the same meaning as in the Fair
Credit Reporting Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1681a(f);

(13) “Controller” means a person who, alone or jointly with others,
determines the purpose and means of processing personal data.
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(14) “COPPA” means the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of
1998, 15 U.S.C. § 6501–6506, and any regulations, rules, guidance, and
exemptions promulgated pursuant to the act, as the act and regulations, rules,
guidance, and exemptions may be amended.

(15) “Covered entity” has the same meaning as in HIPAA.

(16) “Credit union” has the same meaning as in 8 V.S.A. § 30101.

(17) “Dark pattern” means a user interface designed or manipulated
with the substantial effect of subverting or impairing user autonomy, decision-
making, or choice and includes any practice the Federal Trade Commission
refers to as a “dark pattern.”

(18) “Decisions that produce legal or similarly significant effects
concerning the consumer” means decisions made by the controller that result
in the provision or denial by the controller of financial or lending services,
housing, insurance, education enrollment or opportunity, criminal justice,
employment opportunities, health care services, or access to essential goods or
services.

(19) “De-identified data” means data that does not identify and cannot
reasonably be used to infer information about, or otherwise be linked to, an
identified or identifiable individual, or a device linked to the individual, if the
controller that possesses the data:

(A)(i) takes reasonable measures to ensure that the data cannot be
used to re-identify an identified or identifiable individual or be associated with
an individual or device that identifies or is linked or reasonably linkable to an
individual or household;

(ii) for purposes of this subdivision (A), “reasonable measures”
shall include the de-identification requirements set forth under 45 C.F.R.
§ 164.514 (other requirements relating to uses and disclosures of protected
health information);

(B) publicly commits to process the data only in a de-identified
fashion and not attempt to re-identify the data; and

(C) contractually obligates any recipients of the data to satisfy the
criteria set forth in subdivisions (A) and (B) of this subdivision (19).

(20) “Educational institution” has the same meaning as “educational
agency or institution” in 20 U.S.C. § 1232g (family educational and privacy
rights);

(21) “Financial institution”:
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(A) as used in subdivision 2417(a)(12) of this title, has the same
meaning as in 15 U.S.C. § 6809; and

(B) as used in subdivision 2417(a)(14) of this title, has the same
meaning as in 8 V.S.A. § 11101.

(22) “Gender-affirming health care services” has the same meaning as in
1 V.S.A. § 150.

(23) “Gender-affirming health data” means any personal data
concerning a past, present, or future effort made by a consumer to seek, or a
consumer’s receipt of, gender-affirming health care services, including:

(A) precise geolocation data that is used for determining a
consumer’s attempt to acquire or receive gender-affirming health care services;

(B) efforts to research or obtain gender-affirming health care
services; and

(C) any gender-affirming health data that is derived from nonhealth
information.

(24) “Genetic data” means any data, regardless of its format, that results
from the analysis of a biological sample of an individual, or from another
source enabling equivalent information to be obtained, and concerns genetic
material, including deoxyribonucleic acids (DNA), ribonucleic acids (RNA),
genes, chromosomes, alleles, genomes, alterations or modifications to DNA or
RNA, single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs), epigenetic markers,
uninterpreted data that results from analysis of the biological sample or other
source, and any information extrapolated, derived, or inferred therefrom.

(25) “Geofence” means any technology that uses global positioning
coordinates, cell tower connectivity, cellular data, radio frequency
identification, wireless fidelity technology data, or any other form of location
detection, or any combination of such coordinates, connectivity, data,
identification, or other form of location detection, to establish a virtual
boundary.

(26) “Health care facility” has the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A. § 9432.

(27) “Heightened risk of harm to a minor” means processing the
personal data of a minor in a manner that presents a reasonably foreseeable
risk of:

(A) material physical or financial injury to a minor;

(B) emotional distress, as that term is defined in 13 V.S.A. § 1061(2),
to a minor;
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(C) a highly offensive intrusion on the reasonable privacy
expectations of a minor;

(D) the encouragement of excessive or compulsive use of an online
service, product, or feature by a minor; or

(E) discrimination against the minor based upon the minor’s race,
ethnicity, sex, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression,
or national origin.

(28) “HIPAA” means the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-191, and any regulations
promulgated pursuant to the act, as may be amended.

(29) “Identified or identifiable individual” means an individual who can
be readily identified, directly or indirectly, including by reference to an
identifier such as a name, an identification number, specific geolocation data,
or an online identifier.

(30) “Independent trust company” has the same meaning as in 8 V.S.A.
§ 2401.

(31) “Investment adviser” has the same meaning as in 9 V.S.A. § 5102.

(32) “Mental health facility” means any health care facility in which at
least 70 percent of the health care services provided in the facility are mental
health services.

(33) “Nonpublic personal information” has the same meaning as in 15
U.S.C. § 6809.

(34)(A) “Online service, product, or feature” means any service,
product, or feature that is provided online, except as provided in subdivision
(B) of this subdivision (33).

(B) “Online service, product, or feature” does not include:

(i) telecommunications service, as that term is defined in the
Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. § 153;

(ii) broadband internet access service, as that term is defined in
47 C.F.R. § 54.400 (universal service support); or

(iii) the delivery or use of a physical product.

(35) “Patient identifying information” has the same meaning as in
42 C.F.R. § 2.11 (confidentiality of substance use disorder patient records).

(36) “Patient safety work product” has the same meaning as in 42
C.F.R. § 3.20 (patient safety organizations and patient safety work product).
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(37)(A) “Personal data” means any information, including derived data
and unique identifiers, that is linked or reasonably linkable to an identified or
identifiable individual or to a device that identifies, is linked to, or is
reasonably linkable to one or more identified or identifiable individuals in a
household.

(B) “Personal data” does not include de-identified data or publicly
available information.

(38)(A) “Precise geolocation data” means personal data derived from
technology that accurately identifies within a radius of 1,850 feet a consumer’s
present or past location or the present or past location of a device that links or
is linkable to a consumer or any data that is derived from a device that is used
or intended to be used to locate a consumer within a radius of 1,850 feet by
means of technology that includes a global positioning system that provides
latitude and longitude coordinates.

(B) “Precise geolocation data” does not include the content of
communications or any data generated by or connected to advanced utility
metering infrastructure systems or equipment for use by a utility.

(39) “Process” or “processing” means any operation or set of operations
performed, whether by manual or automated means, on personal data or on
sets of personal data, such as the collection, use, storage, disclosure, analysis,
deletion, or modification of personal data.

(40) “Processor” means a person who processes personal data on behalf
of a controller.

(41) “Profiling” means any form of automated processing performed on
personal data to evaluate, analyze, or predict personal aspects related to an
identified or identifiable individual’s economic situation, health, personal
preferences, interests, reliability, behavior, location, or movements.

(42) “Protected health information” has the same meaning as in HIPAA.

(43) “Pseudonymous data” means personal data that cannot be attributed
to a specific individual without the use of additional information, provided the
additional information is kept separately and is subject to appropriate technical
and organizational measures to ensure that the personal data is not attributed to
an identified or identifiable individual.

(44) “Publicly available information” means information that:

(A) is lawfully made available through federal, state, or local
government records or widely distributed media; or
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(B) a controller has a reasonable basis to believe a consumer has
lawfully made available to the general public.

(45) “Qualified service organization” has the same meaning as in 42
C.F.R. § 2.11 (confidentiality of substance use disorder patient records);

(46) “Reproductive or sexual health care” has the same meaning as
“reproductive health care services” in 1 V.S.A. § 150(c)(1).

(47) “Reproductive or sexual health data” means any personal data
concerning a past, present, or future effort made by a consumer to seek, or a
consumer’s receipt of, reproductive or sexual health care.

(48) “Reproductive or sexual health facility” means any health care
facility in which at least 70 percent of the health care-related services or
products rendered or provided in the facility are reproductive or sexual health
care.

(49)(A) “Sale of personal data” means the exchange of a consumer’s
personal data by the controller to a third party for monetary or other valuable
consideration.

(B) “Sale of personal data” does not include:

(i) the disclosure of personal data to a processor that processes the
personal data on behalf of the controller;

(ii) the disclosure of personal data to a third party for purposes of
providing a product or service requested by the consumer;

(iii) the disclosure or transfer of personal data to an affiliate of the
controller;

(iv) the disclosure of personal data where the consumer directs the
controller to disclose the personal data or intentionally uses the controller to
interact with a third party;

(v) the disclosure of personal data that the consumer:

(I) intentionally made available to the general public via a
channel of mass media; and

(II) did not restrict to a specific audience; or

(vi) the disclosure or transfer of personal data to a third party as
an asset that is part of a merger, acquisition, bankruptcy or other transaction, or
a proposed merger, acquisition, bankruptcy, or other transaction, in which the
third party assumes control of all or part of the controller’s assets.

(50) “Sensitive data” means personal data that:
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(A) reveals a consumer’s government-issued identifier, such as a
Social Security number, passport number, state identification card, or driver’s
license number, that is not required by law to be publicly displayed;

(B) reveals a consumer’s racial or ethnic origin, national origin,
citizenship or immigration status, religious or philosophical beliefs, or union
membership;

(C) reveals a consumer’s sexual orientation, sex life, sexuality, or
status as transgender or nonbinary;

(D) reveals a consumer’s status as a victim of a crime;

(E) is financial information, including a consumer’s tax return and
account number, financial account log-in, financial account, debit card
number, or credit card number in combination with any required security or
access code, password, or credentials allowing access to an account;

(F) is consumer health data;

(G) is personal data collected and analyzed concerning consumer
health data or personal data that describes or reveals a past, present, or future
mental or physical health condition, treatment, disability, or diagnosis,
including pregnancy, to the extent the personal data is not used by the
controller to identify a specific consumer’s physical or mental health condition
or diagnosis;

(H) is biometric or genetic data;

(I) is personal data collected from a known child;

(J) is a photograph, film, video recording, or other similar medium
that shows the naked or undergarment-clad private area of a consumer; or

(K) is precise geolocation data.

(51)(A) “Targeted advertising” means displaying an advertisement to a
consumer where the advertisement is selected based on personal data obtained
or inferred from that consumer’s activities over time and across nonaffiliated
internet websites or online applications to predict the consumer’s preferences
or interests.

(B) “Targeted advertising” does not include:

(i) an advertisement based on activities within a controller’s own
websites or online applications;

(ii) an advertisement based on the context of a consumer’s current
search query, visit to a website, or use of an online application;
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(iii) an advertisement directed to a consumer in response to the
consumer’s request for information or feedback; or

(iv) processing personal data solely to measure or report
advertising frequency, performance, or reach.

(52) “Third party” means a person, such as a public authority, agency, or
body, other than the consumer, controller, or processor or an affiliate of the
processor or the controller.

(53) “Trade secret” has the same meaning as in section 4601 of this title.

(54) “Victim services organization” means a nonprofit organization that
is established to provide services to victims or witnesses of child abuse,
domestic violence, human trafficking, sexual assault, violent felony, or
stalking.

§ 2416. APPLICABILITY

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, this chapter applies
to a person that conducts business in this State or a person that produces
products or services that are targeted to residents of this State and that during
the preceding calendar year:

(1) controlled or processed the personal data of not fewer than 25,000
consumers, excluding personal data controlled or processed solely for the
purpose of completing a payment transaction; or

(2) derived more than 50 percent of the person’s gross revenue from the
sale of personal data.

(b) Sections 2420 and 2426 of this title, and the provisions of this chapter
concerning consumer health data and consumer health data controllers apply to
a person that conducts business in this State or a person that produces products
or services that are targeted to residents of this State.

§ 2417. EXEMPTIONS

(a) This chapter does not apply to:

(1) a federal, State, tribal, or local government entity in the ordinary
course of its operation;

(2) protected health information that a covered entity or business
associate processes in accordance with, or documents that a covered entity or
business associate creates for the purpose of complying with HIPAA;
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(3) information used only for public health activities and purposes
described in 45 C.F.R. § 164.512 (disclosure of protected health information
without authorization);

(4) information that identifies a consumer in connection with:

(A) activities that are subject to the Federal Policy for the Protection
of Human Subjects, codified as 45 C.F.R. part 46 (HHS protection of human
subjects) and in various other federal regulations;

(B) research on human subjects undertaken in accordance with good
clinical practice guidelines issued by the International Council for
Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for Pharmaceuticals for Human
Use;

(C) activities that are subject to the protections provided in 21 C.F.R.
parts 50 (FDA clinical investigations protection of human subjects) and 56
(FDA clinical investigations institutional review boards); or

(D) research conducted in accordance with the requirements set forth
in subdivisions (A) through (C) of this subdivision (a)(4) or otherwise in
accordance with applicable law;

(5) patient identifying information that is collected and processed in
accordance with 42 C.F.R. part 2 (confidentiality of substance use disorder
patient records);

(6) patient safety work product that is created for purposes of improving
patient safety under 42 C.F.R. part 3 (patient safety organizations and patient
safety work product);

(7) information or documents created for the purposes of the Healthcare
Quality Improvement Act of 1986, 42 U.S.C. § 11101–11152, and regulations
adopted to implement that act;

(8) information that originates from, that is intermingled so as to be
indistinguishable from, or that is treated in the same manner as information
described in subdivisions (2)–(7) of this subsection that a covered entity,
business associate, or a qualified service organization program creates,
collects, processes, uses, or maintains in the same manner as is required under
the laws, regulations, and guidelines described in subdivisions (2)–(7) of this
subsection;

(9) information processed or maintained solely in connection with, and
for the purpose of, enabling:

(A) an individual’s employment or application for employment;
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(B) an individual’s ownership of, or function as a director or officer
of, a business entity;

(C) an individual’s contractual relationship with a business entity;

(D) an individual’s receipt of benefits from an employer, including
benefits for the individual’s dependents or beneficiaries; or

(E) notice of an emergency to persons that an individual specifies;

(10) any activity that involves collecting, maintaining, disclosing,
selling, communicating, or using information for the purpose of evaluating a
consumer’s creditworthiness, credit standing, credit capacity, character,
general reputation, personal characteristics, or mode of living if done strictly
in accordance with the provisions of the Fair Credit Reporting Act, 15 U.S.C.
§ 1681–1681x, as may be amended, by:

(A) a consumer reporting agency;

(B) a person who furnishes information to a consumer reporting
agency under 15 U.S.C. § 1681s-2 (responsibilities of furnishers of
information to consumer reporting agencies); or

(C) a person who uses a consumer report as provided in 15 U.S.C.
§ 1681b(a)(3) (permissible purposes of consumer reports);

(11) information collected, processed, sold, or disclosed under and in
accordance with the following laws and regulations:

(A) the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act of 1994, 18 U.S.C. § 2721–
2725;

(B) the Airline Deregulation Act, Pub. L. No. 95-504, only to the
extent that an air carrier collects information related to prices, routes, or
services, and only to the extent that the provisions of the Airline Deregulation
Act preempt this chapter;

(C) the Farm Credit Act, Pub. L. No. 92-181, as may be amended; or

(D) federal policy under 21 U.S.C. § 830 (regulation of listed
chemicals and certain machines);

(12) nonpublic personal information that is processed by a financial
institution or data subject to the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, Pub. L. No. 106-
102, and regulations adopted to implement that act;

(13) information that originates from, or is intermingled so as to be
indistinguishable from, information described in subdivision (12) of this
subsection and that a controller or processor collects, processes, uses, or
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maintains in the same manner as is required under the law and regulations
specified in subdivision (12) of this subsection;

(14) a financial institution, credit union, independent trust company,
broker-dealer, or investment adviser or a financial institution’s, credit union’s,
independent trust company’s, broker-dealer’s, or investment adviser’s affiliate
or subsidiary that is only and directly engaged in financial activities, as
described in 12 U.S.C. § 1843(k);

(15) a person regulated pursuant to part 3 of Title 8 (chapters 101–165)
other than a person that, alone or in combination with another person,
establishes and maintains a self-insurance program and that does not otherwise
engage in the business of entering into policies of insurance;

(16) a third-party administrator, as that term is defined in the Third
Party Administrator Rule adopted pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 9417;

(17) a nonprofit organization that is established to detect and prevent
fraudulent acts in connection with insurance;

(18) a public service company subject to the rules and orders of the
Vermont Public Utility Commission regarding data sharing and service quality;

(19) an educational institution subject to the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1232g, and regulations adopted to implement
that act;

(20) personal data of a victim or witness of child abuse, domestic
violence, human trafficking, sexual assault, violent felony, or stalking that a
victim services organization collects, processes, or maintains in the course of
its operation;

(21) personal data of health care service volunteers held by nonprofit
organizations to facilitate provision of health care services; or

(22) noncommercial activity of:

(A) a publisher, editor, reporter, or other person who is connected
with or employed by a newspaper, magazine, periodical, newsletter, pamphlet,
report, or other publication in general circulation;

(B) a radio or television station that holds a license issued by the
Federal Communications Commission;

(C) a nonprofit organization that provides programming to radio or
television networks; or

(D) an entity that provides an information service, including a press
association or wire service.
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(b) Controllers, processors, and consumer health data controllers that
comply with the verifiable parental consent requirements of COPPA shall be
deemed compliant with any obligation to obtain parental consent pursuant to
this chapter, including pursuant to section 2420 of this title.

§ 2418. CONSUMER PERSONAL DATA RIGHTS

(a) A consumer shall have the right to:

(1) confirm whether or not a controller is processing the consumer’s
personal data and access the personal data, unless the confirmation or access
would require the controller to reveal a trade secret;

(2) obtain from a controller a list of third parties, other than individuals,
to which the controller has transferred, at the controller’s election, either the
consumer’s personal data or any personal data;

(3) correct inaccuracies in the consumer’s personal data, taking into
account the nature of the personal data and the purposes of the processing of
the consumer’s personal data;

(4) delete personal data provided by, or obtained about, the consumer;

(5) obtain a copy of the consumer’s personal data processed by the
controller, in a portable and, to the extent technically feasible, readily usable
format that allows the consumer to transmit the data to another controller
without hindrance, where the processing is carried out by automated means,
provided such controller shall not be required to reveal any trade secret; and

(6) opt out of the processing of the personal data for purposes of:

(A) targeted advertising;

(B) the sale of personal data; or

(C) profiling in furtherance of solely automated decisions that
produce legal or similarly significant effects concerning the consumer.

(b)(1) A consumer may exercise rights under this section by submitting a
request to a controller using the method that the controller specifies in the
privacy notice under section 2419 of this title.

(2) A controller shall not require a consumer to create an account for the
purpose described in subdivision (1) of this subsection, but the controller may
require the consumer to use an account the consumer previously created.

(3) A parent or legal guardian may exercise rights under this section on
behalf of the parent’s child or on behalf of a child for whom the guardian has
legal responsibility. A guardian or conservator may exercise the rights under
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this section on behalf of a consumer that is subject to a guardianship,
conservatorship, or other protective arrangement.

(4)(A) A consumer may designate another person to act on the
consumer’s behalf as the consumer’s authorized agent for the purpose of
exercising the consumer’s rights under subdivision (a)(4) or (a)(6) of this
section.

(B) The consumer may designate an authorized agent by means of an
internet link, browser setting, browser extension, global device setting, or
other technology that enables the consumer to exercise the consumer’s rights
under subdivision (a)(4) or (a)(6) of this section.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a controller shall comply
with a request by a consumer to exercise the consumer rights authorized
pursuant to this chapter as follows:

(1)(A) A controller shall respond to the consumer without undue delay,
but not later than 60 days after receipt of the request.

(B) The controller may extend the response period by 45 additional
days when reasonably necessary, considering the complexity and number of
the consumer’s requests, provided the controller informs the consumer of the
extension within the initial 60-day response period and of the reason for the
extension.

(2) If a controller declines to take action regarding the consumer’s
request, the controller shall inform the consumer without undue delay, but not
later than 45 days after receipt of the request, of the justification for declining
to take action and instructions for how to appeal the decision.

(3)(A) Information provided in response to a consumer request shall be
provided by a controller, free of charge, once per consumer during any 12-
month period.

(B) If requests from a consumer are manifestly unfounded, excessive,
or repetitive, the controller may charge the consumer a reasonable fee to cover
the administrative costs of complying with the request or decline to act on the
request.

(C) The controller bears the burden of demonstrating the manifestly
unfounded, excessive, or repetitive nature of the request.

(4)(A) If a controller is unable to authenticate a request to exercise any
of the rights afforded under subdivisions (a)(1)–(5) of this section using
commercially reasonable efforts, the controller shall not be required to comply
with a request to initiate an action pursuant to this section and shall provide
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notice to the consumer that the controller is unable to authenticate the request
to exercise the right or rights until the consumer provides additional
information reasonably necessary to authenticate the consumer and the
consumer’s request to exercise the right or rights.

(B) A controller shall not be required to authenticate an opt-out
request, but a controller may deny an opt-out request if the controller has a
good faith, reasonable, and documented belief that the request is fraudulent.

(C) If a controller denies an opt-out request because the controller
believes the request is fraudulent, the controller shall send a notice to the
person who made the request disclosing that the controller believes the request
is fraudulent, why the controller believes the request is fraudulent, and that the
controller shall not comply with the request.

(5) A controller that has obtained personal data about a consumer from
a source other than the consumer shall be deemed in compliance with a
consumer’s request to delete the data pursuant to subdivision (a)(4) of this
section by:

(A) retaining a record of the deletion request and the minimum data
necessary for the purpose of ensuring the consumer’s personal data remains
deleted from the controller’s records and not using the retained data for any
other purpose pursuant to the provisions of this chapter; or

(B) opting the consumer out of the processing of the personal data
for any purpose except for those exempted pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter.

(6) A controller may not condition the exercise of a right under this
section through:

(A) the use of any false, fictitious, fraudulent, or materially
misleading statement or representation; or

(B) the employment of any dark pattern.

(d) A controller shall establish a process by means of which a consumer
may appeal the controller’s refusal to take action on a request under
subsection (b) of this section. The controller’s process must:

(1) Allow a reasonable period of time after the consumer receives the
controller’s refusal within which to appeal.

(2) Be conspicuously available to the consumer.

(3) Be similar to the manner in which a consumer must submit a request
under subsection (b) of this section.
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(4) Require the controller to approve or deny the appeal within 45 days
after the date on which the controller received the appeal and to notify the
consumer in writing of the controller’s decision and the reasons for the
decision. If the controller denies the appeal, the notice must provide or specify
information that enables the consumer to contact the Attorney General to
submit a complaint.

§ 2419. DUTIES OF CONTROLLERS

(a) A controller shall:

(1) specify in the privacy notice described in subsection (d) of this
section the express purposes for which the controller is collecting and
processing personal data;

(2) process personal data only:

(A) as reasonably necessary and proportionate to achieve a disclosed
purpose for which the personal data was collected, consistent with the
reasonable expectations of the consumer whose personal data is being
processed;

(B) for another disclosed purpose that is compatible with the context
in which the personal data was collected; or

(C) for a further disclosed purpose if the controller obtains the
consumer’s consent;

(3) establish, implement, and maintain reasonable administrative,
technical, and physical data security practices to protect the confidentiality,
integrity, and accessibility of personal data appropriate to the volume and
nature of the personal data at issue; and

(4) provide an effective mechanism for a consumer to revoke consent to
the controller’s processing of the consumer’s personal data that is at least as
easy as the mechanism by which the consumer provided the consumer’s
consent and, upon revocation of the consent, cease to process the data as soon
as practicable, but not later than 60 days after receiving the request.

(b) A controller shall not:

(1) process personal data beyond what is reasonably necessary and
proportionate to the processing purpose;

(2) process sensitive data about a consumer without first obtaining the
consumer’s consent or, if the controller knows the consumer is a child, without
processing the sensitive data in accordance with COPPA;
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(3)(A) except as provided in subdivision (B) of this subdivision (3),
process a consumer’s personal data in a manner that discriminates against
individuals or otherwise makes unavailable the equal enjoyment of goods or
services on the basis of an individual’s actual or perceived race, color, sex,
sexual orientation or gender identity, physical or mental disability, religion,
ancestry, or national origin;

(B) subdivision (A) of this subdivision (3) shall not apply to:

(i) a private establishment, as that term is used in 42 U.S.C.
§ 2000a(e) (prohibition against discrimination or segregation in places of
public accommodation);

(ii) processing for the purpose of a controller’s or processor’s self-
testing to prevent or mitigate unlawful discrimination; or

(iii) processing for the purpose of diversifying an applicant,
participant, or consumer pool.

(4) process a consumer’s personal data for the purposes of targeted
advertising, of profiling the consumer in furtherance of decisions that produce
legal or similarly significant effects concerning the consumer, or of selling the
consumer’s personal data without the consumer’s consent if the controller
knows that the consumer is at least 13 years of age and not older than 16 years
of age; or

(5) discriminate or retaliate against a consumer who exercises a right
provided to the consumer under this chapter or refuses to consent to the
collection or processing of personal data for a separate product or service,
including by:

(A) denying goods or services;

(B) charging different prices or rates for goods or services; or

(C) providing a different level of quality or selection of goods or
services to the consumer.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall not be construed to:

(1) require a controller to provide a good or service that requires
personal data from a consumer that the controller does not collect or maintain;
or

(2) prohibit a controller from offering a different price, rate, level of
quality, or selection of goods or services to a consumer, including an offer for
no fee or charge, in connection with a consumer’s voluntary participation in a
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financial incentive program, such as a bona fide loyalty, rewards, premium
features, discount, or club card program.

(d)(1) A controller shall provide to consumers a reasonably accessible,
clear, and meaningful privacy notice that:

(A) lists the categories of personal data, including the categories of
sensitive data, that the controller processes;

(B) describes the controller’s purposes for processing the personal
data;

(C) describes how a consumer may exercise the consumer’s rights
under this chapter, including how a consumer may appeal a controller’s denial
of a consumer’s request under section 2418 of this title;

(D) lists all categories of personal data, including the categories of
sensitive data, that the controller shares with third parties;

(E) describes all categories of third parties with which the controller
shares personal data at a level of detail that enables the consumer to understand
what type of entity each third party is and, to the extent possible, how each
third party may process personal data;

(F) specifies an e-mail address or other online method by which a
consumer can contact the controller that the controller actively monitors;

(G) identifies the controller, including any business name under
which the controller registered with the Secretary of State and any assumed
business name that the controller uses in this State;

(H) provides a clear and conspicuous description of any processing
of personal data in which the controller engages for the purposes of targeted
advertising, sale of personal data to third parties, or profiling the consumer in
furtherance of decisions that produce legal or similarly significant effects
concerning the consumer, and a procedure by which the consumer may opt out
of this type of processing; and

(I) describes the method or methods the controller has established for
a consumer to submit a request under subdivision 2418(b)(1) of this title.

(2) The privacy notice shall adhere to the accessibility and usability
guidelines recommended under 42 U.S.C. chapter 126 (the Americans with
Disabilities Act) and 29 U.S.C. 794d (section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973), including ensuring readability for individuals with disabilities across
various screen resolutions and devices and employing design practices that
facilitate easy comprehension and navigation for all users.
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(e) The method or methods under subdivision (d)(1)(I) of this section for
submitting a consumer’s request to a controller must:

(1) take into account the ways in which consumers normally interact
with the controller, the need for security and reliability in communications
related to the request, and the controller’s ability to authenticate the identity of
the consumer that makes the request;

(2) provide a clear and conspicuous link to a website where the
consumer or an authorized agent may opt out from a controller’s processing of
the consumer’s personal data pursuant to subdivision 2418(a)(6) of this title or,
solely if the controller does not have a capacity needed for linking to a
webpage, provide another method the consumer can use to opt out; and

(3) allow a consumer or authorized agent to send a signal to the
controller that indicates the consumer’s preference to opt out of the sale of
personal data or targeted advertising pursuant to subdivision 2418(a)(6) of this
title by means of a platform, technology, or mechanism that:

(A) does not unfairly disadvantage another controller;

(B) does not use a default setting but instead requires the consumer
or authorized agent to make an affirmative, voluntary, and unambiguous
choice to opt out;

(C) is consumer friendly and easy for an average consumer to use;

(D) is as consistent as possible with similar platforms, technologies,
or mechanisms required under federal or state laws or regulations; and

(E) enables the controller to reasonably determine whether the
consumer has made a legitimate request pursuant to subsection 2418(b) of this
title to opt out pursuant to subdivision 2418(a)(6) of this title.

(f) If a consumer or authorized agent uses a method under subdivision
(d)(1)(I) of this section to opt out of a controller’s processing of the
consumer’s personal data pursuant to subdivision 2418(a)(6) of this title and
the decision conflicts with a consumer’s voluntary participation in a bona fide
reward, club card, or loyalty program or a program that provides premium
features or discounts in return for the consumer’s consent to the controller’s
processing of the consumer’s personal data, the controller may either comply
with the request to opt out or notify the consumer of the conflict and ask the
consumer to affirm that the consumer intends to withdraw from the bona fide
reward, club card, or loyalty program or the program that provides premium
features or discounts. If the consumer affirms that the consumer intends to
withdraw, the controller shall comply with the request to opt out.
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§ 2420. DUTIES OF CONTROLLERS TO MINORS

(a)(1) A controller that offers any online service, product, or feature to a
consumer whom the controller knows is a minor shall use reasonable care to
avoid any heightened risk of harm to minors caused by the online service,
product, or feature.

(2) In any action brought pursuant to section 2425 of this title, there is a
rebuttable presumption that a controller used reasonable care as required under
this section if the controller complied with this section.

(b) Unless a controller has obtained consent in accordance with subsection
(c) of this section, a controller that offers any online service, product, or
feature to a consumer whom the controller knows is a minor shall not:

(1) process a minor’s personal data for the purposes of:

(A) targeted advertising;

(B) the sale of personal data; or

(C) profiling in furtherance of any solely automated decisions that
produce legal or similarly significant effects concerning the consumer;

(2) process a minor’s personal data for any purpose other than:

(A) the processing purpose that the controller disclosed at the time
the controller collected the minor’s personal data; or

(B) a processing purpose that is reasonably necessary for, and
compatible with, the processing purpose that the controller disclosed at the
time the controller collected the minor’s personal data; or

(3) process a minor’s personal data for longer than is reasonably
necessary to provide the online service, product, or feature;

(4) use any system design feature, except for a service or application that
is used by and under the direction of an educational entity, to significantly
increase, sustain, or extend a minor’s use of the online service, product, or
feature; or

(5) collect a minor’s precise geolocation data unless:

(A) the minor’s precise geolocation data is reasonably necessary for
the controller to provide the online service, product, or feature;

(B) the controller only collects the minor’s precise geolocation data
for the time necessary to provide the online service, product, or feature; and

(C) the controller provides to the minor a signal indicating that the
controller is collecting the minor’s precise geolocation data and makes the
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signal available to the minor for the entire duration of the collection of the
minor’s precise geolocation data.

(c) A controller shall not engage in the activities described in subsection
(b) of this section unless the controller obtains:

(1) the minor’s consent; or

(2) if the minor is a child, the consent of the minor’s parent or legal
guardian.

(d) A controller that offers any online service, product, or feature to a
consumer whom that controller knows is a minor shall not:

(1) employ any dark pattern; or

(2) except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, offer any direct
messaging apparatus for use by a minor without providing readily accessible
and easy-to-use safeguards to limit the ability of an adult to send unsolicited
communications to the minor with whom the adult is not connected.

(e) Subdivision (d)(2) of this section does not apply to an online service,
product, or feature of which the predominant or exclusive function is:

(1) e-mail; or

(2) direct messaging consisting of text, photographs, or videos that are
sent between devices by electronic means, where messages are:

(A) shared between the sender and the recipient;

(B) only visible to the sender and the recipient; and

(C) not posted publicly.

§ 2421. DUTIES OF PROCESSORS

(a) A processor shall adhere to a controller’s instructions and shall assist
the controller in meeting the controller’s obligations under this chapter. In
assisting the controller, the processor must:

(1) enable the controller to respond to requests from consumers pursuant
to subsection 2418(b) of this title by means that:

(A) take into account how the processor processes personal data and
the information available to the processor; and

(B) use appropriate technical and organizational measures to the
extent reasonably practicable; and

(2) adopt administrative, technical, and physical safeguards that are
reasonably designed to protect the security and confidentiality of the personal
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data the processor processes, taking into account how the processor processes
the personal data and the information available to the processor.

(b) Processing by a processor must be governed by a contract between the
controller and the processor. The contract must:

(1) be valid and binding on both parties;

(2) set forth clear instructions for processing data, the nature and
purpose of the processing, the type of data that is subject to processing, and the
duration of the processing;

(3) specify the rights and obligations of both parties with respect to the
subject matter of the contract;

(4) ensure that each person that processes personal data is subject to a
duty of confidentiality with respect to the personal data;

(5) require the processor to delete the personal data or return the
personal data to the controller at the controller’s direction or at the end of the
provision of services, unless a law requires the processor to retain the personal
data;

(6) require the processor to make available to the controller, at the
controller’s request, all information the controller needs to verify that the
processor has complied with all obligations the processor has under this
chapter;

(7) require the processor to enter into a subcontract with a person the
processor engages to assist with processing personal data on the controller’s
behalf and in the subcontract require the subcontractor to meet the processor’s
obligations concerning personal data; and

(8)(A) allow the controller, the controller’s designee, or a qualified and
independent person the processor engages, in accordance with an appropriate
and accepted control standard, framework, or procedure, to assess the
processor’s policies and technical and organizational measures for complying
with the processor’s obligations under this chapter;

(B) require the processor to cooperate with the assessment; and

(C) at the controller’s request, report the results of the assessment to
the controller.

(c) This section does not relieve a controller or processor from any liability
that accrues under this chapter as a result of the controller’s or processor’s
actions in processing personal data.
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(d)(1) For purposes of determining obligations under this chapter, a person
is a controller with respect to processing a set of personal data and is subject to
an action under section 2425 of this title to punish a violation of this chapter, if
the person:

(A) does not adhere to a controller’s instructions to process the
personal data; or

(B) begins at any point to determine the purposes and means for
processing the personal data, alone or in concert with another person.

(2) A determination under this subsection is a fact-based determination
that must take account of the context in which a set of personal data is
processed.

(3) A processor that adheres to a controller’s instructions with respect to
a specific processing of personal data remains a processor.

§ 2422. DUTIES OF PROCESSORS TO MINORS

(a) A processor shall adhere to the instructions of a controller and shall
assist the controller in meeting the controller’s obligations under section 2420
of this title, taking into account:

(1) the nature of the processing;

(2) the information available to the processor by appropriate technical
and organizational measures; and

(3) whether the assistance is reasonably practicable and necessary to
assist the controller in meeting its obligations.

(b) A contract between a controller and a processor must satisfy the
requirements in subsection 2421(b) of this title.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to relieve a controller or
processor from the liabilities imposed on the controller or processor by virtue
of the controller’s or processor’s role in the processing relationship as
described in section 2420 of this title.

(d) Determining whether a person is acting as a controller or processor
with respect to a specific processing of data is a fact-based determination that
depends upon the context in which personal data is to be processed. A person
that is not limited in the person’s processing of personal data pursuant to a
controller’s instructions, or that fails to adhere to the instructions, is a
controller and not a processor with respect to a specific processing of data. A
processor that continues to adhere to a controller’s instructions with respect to
a specific processing of personal data remains a processor. If a processor
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begins, alone or jointly with others, determining the purposes and means of the
processing of personal data, the processor is a controller with respect to the
processing and may be subject to an enforcement action under section 2425 of
this title.

§ 2423. DE-IDENTIFIED OR PSEUDONYMOUS DATA

(a) A controller in possession of de-identified data shall:

(1) take reasonable measures to ensure that the data cannot be used to
re-identify an identified or identifiable individual or be associated with an
individual or device that identifies or is linked or reasonably linkable to an
individual or household;

(2) publicly commit to maintaining and using de-identified data without
attempting to re-identify the data; and

(3) contractually obligate any recipients of the de-identified data to
comply with the provisions of this chapter.

(b) This section does not prohibit a controller from attempting to re-
identify de-identified data solely for the purpose of testing the controller’s
methods for de-identifying data.

(c) This chapter shall not be construed to require a controller or processor
to:

(1) re-identify de-identified data; or

(2) maintain data in identifiable form, or collect, obtain, retain, or
access any data or technology, in order to associate a consumer with personal
data in order to authenticate the consumer’s request under subsection 2418(b)
of this title; or

(3) comply with an authenticated consumer rights request if the
controller:

(A) is not reasonably capable of associating the request with the
personal data or it would be unreasonably burdensome for the controller to
associate the request with the personal data;

(B) does not use the personal data to recognize or respond to the
specific consumer who is the subject of the personal data or associate the
personal data with other personal data about the same specific consumer; and

(C) does not sell or otherwise voluntarily disclose the personal data
to any third party, except as otherwise permitted in this section.



- 3780 -

(d) The rights afforded under subdivisions 2418(a)(1)–(5) of this title shall
not apply to pseudonymous data in cases where the controller is able to
demonstrate that any information necessary to identify the consumer is kept
separately and is subject to effective technical and organizational controls that
prevent the controller from accessing the information.

(e) A controller that discloses or transfers pseudonymous data or de-
identified data shall exercise reasonable oversight to monitor compliance with
any contractual commitments to which the pseudonymous data or de-identified
data is subject and shall take appropriate steps to address any breaches of those
contractual commitments.

§ 2424. CONSTRUCTION OF DUTIES OF CONTROLLERS AND
PROCESSORS

(a) This chapter shall not be construed to restrict a controller’s,
processor’s, or consumer health data controller’s ability to:

(1) comply with federal, state, or municipal laws, ordinances, or
regulations;

(2) comply with a civil, criminal, or regulatory inquiry, investigation,
subpoena, or summons by federal, state, municipal, or other governmental
authorities;

(3) cooperate with law enforcement agencies concerning conduct or
activity that the controller, processor, or consumer health data controller
reasonably and in good faith believes may violate federal, state, or municipal
laws, ordinances, or regulations;

(4) carry out obligations under a contract under subsection 2421(b) of
this title for a federal, State, tribal, or local government entity;

(5) investigate, establish, exercise, prepare for, or defend legal claims;

(6) provide a product or service specifically requested by the consumer
to whom the personal data pertains;

(7) perform under a contract to which a consumer is a party, including
fulfilling the terms of a written warranty;

(8) take steps at the request of a consumer prior to entering into a
contract;

(9) take immediate steps to protect an interest that is essential for the
life or physical safety of the consumer or another individual, and where the
processing cannot be manifestly based on another legal basis;
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(10) prevent, detect, protect against, or respond to a network security or
physical security incident, including an intrusion or trespass, medical alert, or
fire alarm;

(11) prevent, detect, protect against, or respond to identity theft, fraud,
harassment, malicious or deceptive activity, or any criminal activity targeted at
or involving the controller or processor or its services, preserve the integrity or
security of systems, or investigate, report, or prosecute those responsible for
the action;

(12) assist another controller, processor, consumer health data
controller, or third party with any of the obligations under this chapter; or

(13) process personal data for reasons of public interest in the area of
public health, community health, or population health, but solely to the extent
that the processing is:

(A) subject to suitable and specific measures to safeguard the rights
of the consumer whose personal data is being processed; and

(B) under the responsibility of a professional subject to
confidentiality obligations under federal, state, or local law.

(b) The obligations imposed on controllers, processors, or consumer health
data controllers under this chapter shall not restrict a controller’s, processor’s,
or consumer health data controller’s ability to collect, use, or retain data for
internal use to:

(1) conduct internal research to develop, improve, or repair products,
services, or technology;

(2) effectuate a product recall; or

(3) identify and repair technical errors that impair existing or intended
functionality.

(c)(1) The obligations imposed on controllers, processors, or consumer
health data controllers under this chapter shall not apply where compliance by
the controller, processor, or consumer health data controller with this chapter
would violate an evidentiary privilege under the laws of this State.

(2) This chapter shall not be construed to prevent a controller, processor,
or consumer health data controller from providing personal data concerning a
consumer to a person covered by an evidentiary privilege under the laws of the
State as part of a privileged communication.

(d)(1) A controller, processor, or consumer health data controller that
discloses personal data to a processor or third-party controller pursuant to this
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chapter shall not be deemed to have violated this chapter if the processor or
third-party controller that receives and processes the personal data violates this
chapter, provided, at the time the disclosing controller, processor, or consumer
health data controller disclosed the personal data, the disclosing controller,
processor, or consumer health data controller did not have actual knowledge
that the receiving processor or third-party controller would violate this chapter.

(2) A third-party controller or processor receiving personal data from a
controller, processor, or consumer health data controller in compliance with
this chapter is not in violation of this chapter for the transgressions of the
controller, processor, or consumer health data controller from which the third-
party controller or processor receives the personal data.

(e) This chapter shall not be construed to:

(1) impose any obligation on a controller, processor, or consumer health
data controller that adversely affects the rights or freedoms of any person,
including the rights of any person:

(A) to freedom of speech or freedom of the press guaranteed in the
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; or

(B) under 12 V.S.A. § 1615; or

(2) apply to any person’s processing of personal data in the course of
the person’s purely personal or household activities.

(f)(1) Personal data processed by a controller or consumer health data
controller pursuant to this section may be processed to the extent that the
processing is:

(A) reasonably necessary and proportionate to the purposes listed in
this section; and

(B) adequate, relevant, and limited to what is necessary in relation to
the specific purposes listed in this section.

(2)(A) Personal data collected, used, or retained pursuant to subsection
(b) of this section shall, where applicable, take into account the nature and
purpose or purposes of the collection, use, or retention.

(B) Personal data collected, used, or retained pursuant to subsection
(b) of this section shall be subject to reasonable administrative, technical, and
physical measures to protect the confidentiality, integrity, and accessibility of
the personal data and to reduce reasonably foreseeable risks of harm to
consumers relating to the collection, use, or retention of personal data.
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(g) If a controller or consumer health data controller processes personal
data pursuant to an exemption in this section, the controller or consumer health
data controller bears the burden of demonstrating that the processing qualifies
for the exemption and complies with the requirements in subsection (f) of this
section.

(h) Processing personal data for the purposes expressly identified in this
section shall not solely make a legal entity a controller or consumer health data
controller with respect to the processing.

§ 2425. ENFORCEMENT; ATTORNEY GENERAL’S POWERS

(a) The Attorney General shall have exclusive authority to enforce
violations of this chapter.

(b)(1) The Attorney General may, prior to initiating any action for a
violation of any provision of this chapter, issue a notice of violation to the
controller or consumer health data controller if the Attorney General
determines that a cure is possible.

(2) The Attorney General may, in determining whether to grant a
controller, processor, or consumer health data controller the opportunity to
cure an alleged violation described in subdivision (1) of this subsection,
consider:

(A) the number of violations;

(B) the size and complexity of the controller, processor, or consumer
health data controller;

(C) the nature and extent of the controller’s, processor’s, or
consumer health data controller’s processing activities;

(D) the substantial likelihood of injury to the public;

(E) the safety of persons or property;

(F) whether the alleged violation was likely caused by human or
technical error; and

(G) the sensitivity of the data.

(c) Annually, on or before February 1, the Attorney General shall submit a
report to the General Assembly disclosing:

(1) the number of notices of violation the Attorney General has issued;

(2) the nature of each violation;

(3) the number of violations that were cured during the available cure
period; and
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(4) any other matter the Attorney General deems relevant for the
purposes of the report.

(d) This chapter shall not be construed as providing the basis for, or be
subject to, a private right of action for violations of this chapter or any other
law.

(e) A violation of the requirements of this chapter shall constitute an unfair
and deceptive act in commerce in violation of section 2453 of this title and
shall be enforced solely by the Attorney General, provided that a consumer
private right of action under subsection 2461(b) of this title shall not apply to
the violation.

§ 2426. CONFIDENTIALITY OF CONSUMER HEALTH DATA

Except as provided in subsections 2417(a) and (b) of this title and section
2424 of this title, no person shall:

(1) provide any employee or contractor with access to consumer health
data unless the employee or contractor is subject to a contractual or statutory
duty of confidentiality;

(2) provide any processor with access to consumer health data unless the
person and processor comply with section 2421 of this title;

(3) use a geofence to establish a virtual boundary that is within 1,850
feet of any health care facility, mental health facility, or reproductive or sexual
health facility for the purpose of identifying, tracking, collecting data from, or
sending any notification to a consumer regarding the consumer’s consumer
health data; or

(4) sell or offer to sell consumer health data without first obtaining the
consumer’s consent.

Sec. 2. 3 V.S.A. § 5023 is amended to read:

§ 5023. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND DATA PRIVACY
ADVISORY COUNCIL

(a)(1) Advisory Council. There is established the Artificial Intelligence
and Data Privacy Advisory Council to:

(A) provide advice and counsel to the Director of the Division of
Artificial Intelligence with regard to on the Division’s responsibilities to
review all aspects of artificial intelligence systems developed, employed, or
procured in State government.;

(B) The Council, in consultation with the Director of the Division,
shall also engage in public outreach and education on artificial intelligence;
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(C) provide advice and counsel to the Attorney General in carrying
out the Attorney General’s enforcement responsibilities under the Vermont
Data Privacy Act; and

(D) develop policy recommendations for improving data privacy in
Vermont, including recommendations for implementing a private right of
action and developing education and outreach on the Vermont Data Privacy
Act, which shall be provided to the Senate Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs and the House Committee on
Commerce and Economic Development by January 15, 2025.

(2) The Advisory Council shall have the authority to establish
subcommittees to carry out the purposes of subdivision (1)(D) of this
subsection.

(b) Members.

(1) Members. The Advisory Council shall be composed of the
following members:

(A) the Secretary of Digital Services or designee;

(B) the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development or
designee;

(C) the Commissioner of Public Safety or designee;

(D) the Executive Director of the American Civil Liberties Union of
Vermont or designee;

(E) one member who is an expert in constitutional and legal rights,
appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court;

(F) one member with experience in the field of ethics and human
rights, appointed by the Governor;

(G) one member who is an academic at a postsecondary institute,
appointed by the Vermont Academy of Science and Engineering;

(H) the Commissioner of Health or designee;

(I) the Executive Director of Racial Equity or designee; and

(J) the Attorney General or designee;

(K) one member representing Vermont small businesses, appointed
by the Speaker of the House; and

(L) one member who is an expert in data privacy, appointed by the
Committee on Committees.



- 3786 -

(2) Chair. Members of the Advisory Council shall elect by majority
vote the Chair of the Advisory Council. Members of the Advisory Council
shall be appointed on or before August 1, 2022 in order to prepare as they
deem necessary for the establishment of the Advisory Council, including the
election of the Chair of the Advisory Council, except that the member
representing Vermont small businesses and the member who is an expert in
data privacy shall be appointed on or before August 1, 2024.

(3) Qualifications. Members shall be drawn from diverse backgrounds
and, to the extent possible, have experience with artificial intelligence.

(c) Meetings. The Advisory Council shall meet at the call of the Chair as
follows:

(1) on or before January 31, 2024, not more than 12 times; and

(2) on or after February 1, 2024, not more than monthly.

(d) Quorum. A majority of members shall constitute a quorum of the
Advisory Council. Once a quorum has been established, the vote of a majority
of the members present at the time of the vote shall be an act of the Advisory
Council.

(e) Assistance. The Advisory Council shall have the administrative and
technical support of the Agency of Digital Services.

(f) Reimbursement. Members of the Advisory Council who are not
employees of the State of Vermont and who are not otherwise compensated or
reimbursed for their attendance shall be entitled to compensation and expenses
as provided in 32 V.S.A. § 1010.

(g) Consultation. The In its advice and counsel to the Director of the
Division of Artificial Intelligence, the Advisory Council shall consult with any
relevant national bodies on artificial intelligence, including the National
Artificial Intelligence Advisory Committee established by the Department of
Commerce, and its applicability to Vermont. In its advice and counsel to the
Attorney General, the Advisory Council shall consult with enforcement
authorities in states with comparable comprehensive data privacy regimes.

(h) Repeal. This section shall be repealed on June 30, 2027.

(i) Limitation. The advice and counsel of the Advisory Council shall not
limit the discretionary authority of the Attorney General to enforce the
Vermont Data Privacy Act.
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Sec. 3. 9 V.S.A. chapter 62 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 62. PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION

Subchapter 1. General Provisions

§ 2430. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Biometric data” shall have the same meaning as in section 2415 of
this title.

(2)(A) “Brokered personal information” means one or more of the
following computerized data elements about a consumer, if categorized or
organized for dissemination to third parties:

(i) name;

(ii) address;

(iii) date of birth;

(iv) place of birth;

(v) mother’s maiden name;

(vi) unique biometric data generated from measurements or
technical analysis of human body characteristics used by the owner or licensee
of the data to identify or authenticate the consumer, such as a fingerprint,
retina or iris image, or other unique physical representation or digital
representation of biometric data;

(vii) name or address of a member of the consumer’s immediate
family or household;

(viii) Social Security number or other government-issued
identification number; or

(ix) other information that, alone or in combination with the other
information sold or licensed, would allow a reasonable person to identify the
consumer with reasonable certainty.

(B) “Brokered personal information” does not include publicly
available information to the extent that it is related to a consumer’s business or
profession as that term is defined in section 2415 of this title.

(2)(3) “Business” means a controller, a consumer health data controller,
a processor, or a commercial entity, including a sole proprietorship,
partnership, corporation, association, limited liability company, or other group,
however organized and whether or not organized to operate at a profit,
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including a financial institution organized, chartered, or holding a license or
authorization certificate under the laws of this State, any other state, the United
States, or any other country, or the parent, affiliate, or subsidiary of a financial
institution, but does not include the State, a State agency, any political
subdivision of the State, or a vendor acting solely on behalf of, and at the
direction of, the State.

(3)(4) “Consumer” means an individual residing in this State who is a
resident of the State or an individual who is in the State at the time a data
broker collects the individual’s data.

(5) “Consumer health data controller” has the same meaning as in
section 2415 of this title.

(6) “Controller” has the same meaning as in section 2415 of this title.

(4)(7)(A) “Data broker” means a business, or unit or units of a business,
separately or together, that knowingly collects and sells or licenses to third
parties the brokered personal information of a consumer with whom the
business does not have a direct relationship.

(B) Examples of a direct relationship with a business include if the
consumer is a past or present:

(i) customer, client, subscriber, user, or registered user of the
business’s goods or services;

(ii) employee, contractor, or agent of the business;

(iii) investor in the business; or

(iv) donor to the business.

(C) The following activities conducted by a business, and the
collection and sale or licensing of brokered personal information incidental to
conducting these activities, do not qualify the business as a data broker:

(i) developing or maintaining third-party e-commerce or
application platforms;

(ii) providing 411 directory assistance or directory information
services, including name, address, and telephone number, on behalf of or as a
function of a telecommunications carrier;

(iii) providing publicly available information related to a
consumer’s business or profession; or

(iv) providing publicly available information via real-time or
near-real-time alert services for health or safety purposes.
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(D) The phrase “sells or licenses” does not include:

(i) a one-time or occasional sale of assets of a business as part of a
transfer of control of those assets that is not part of the ordinary conduct of the
business; or

(ii) a sale or license of data that is merely incidental to the
business; or

(iii) the disclosure of brokered personal information that a
consumer intentionally made available to the general public via a channel of
mass media and did not restrict to a specific audience.

(5)(8)(A) “Data broker security breach” means an unauthorized
acquisition or a reasonable belief of an unauthorized acquisition of more than
one element of brokered personal information maintained by a data broker
when the brokered personal information is not encrypted, redacted, or
protected by another method that renders the information unreadable or
unusable by an unauthorized person.

(B) “Data broker security breach” does not include good faith but
unauthorized acquisition of brokered personal information by an employee or
agent of the data broker for a legitimate purpose of the data broker, provided
that the brokered personal information is not used for a purpose unrelated to
the data broker’s business or subject to further unauthorized disclosure.

(C) In determining whether brokered personal information has been
acquired or is reasonably believed to have been acquired by a person without
valid authorization, a data broker may consider the following factors, among
others:

(i) indications that the brokered personal information is in the
physical possession and control of a person without valid authorization, such
as a lost or stolen computer or other device containing brokered personal
information;

(ii) indications that the brokered personal information has been
downloaded or copied;

(iii) indications that the brokered personal information was used
by an unauthorized person, such as fraudulent accounts opened or instances of
identity theft reported; or

(iv) that the brokered personal information has been made public.

(6)(9) “Data collector” means a person who, for any purpose, whether
by automated collection or otherwise, handles, collects, disseminates, or
otherwise deals with personally identifiable information, and includes the
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State, State agencies, political subdivisions of the State, public and private
universities, privately and publicly held corporations, limited liability
companies, financial institutions, and retail operators.

(7)(10) “Encryption” means use of an algorithmic process to transform
data into a form in which the data is rendered unreadable or unusable without
use of a confidential process or key.

(8)(11) “License” means a grant of access to, or distribution of, data by
one person to another in exchange for consideration. A use of data for the sole
benefit of the data provider, where the data provider maintains control over the
use of the data, is not a license.

(9)(12) “Login credentials” means a consumer’s user name or e-mail
address, in combination with a password or an answer to a security question,
that together permit access to an online account.

(10)(13)(A) “Personally identifiable information” means a consumer’s
first name or first initial and last name in combination with one or more of the
following digital data elements, when the data elements are not encrypted,
redacted, or protected by another method that renders them unreadable or
unusable by unauthorized persons:

(i) a Social Security number;

(ii) a driver license or nondriver State identification card number,
individual taxpayer identification number, passport number, military
identification card number, or other identification number that originates from
a government identification document that is commonly used to verify identity
for a commercial transaction;

(iii) a financial account number or credit or debit card number, if
the number could be used without additional identifying information, access
codes, or passwords;

(iv) a password, personal identification number, or other access
code for a financial account;

(v) unique biometric data generated from measurements or
technical analysis of human body characteristics used by the owner or licensee
of the data to identify or authenticate the consumer, such as a fingerprint,
retina or iris image, or other unique physical representation or digital
representation of biometric data;

(vi) genetic information; and

(vii)(I) health records or records of a wellness program or similar
program of health promotion or disease prevention;
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(II) a health care professional’s medical diagnosis or treatment
of the consumer; or

(III) a health insurance policy number.

(B) “Personally identifiable information” does not mean publicly
available information that is lawfully made available to the general public
from federal, State, or local government records.

(14) “Processor” has the same meaning as in section 2415 of this title.

(11)(15) “Record” means any material on which written, drawn, spoken,
visual, or electromagnetic information is recorded or preserved, regardless of
physical form or characteristics.

(12)(16) “Redaction” means the rendering of data so that the data are
unreadable or are truncated so that no not more than the last four digits of the
identification number are accessible as part of the data.

(13)(17)(A) “Security breach” means unauthorized acquisition of
electronic data, or a reasonable belief of an unauthorized acquisition of
electronic data, that compromises the security, confidentiality, or integrity of a
consumer’s personally identifiable information or login credentials maintained
by a data collector.

(B) “Security breach” does not include good faith but unauthorized
acquisition of personally identifiable information or login credentials by an
employee or agent of the data collector for a legitimate purpose of the data
collector, provided that the personally identifiable information or login
credentials are not used for a purpose unrelated to the data collector’s business
or subject to further unauthorized disclosure.

(C) In determining whether personally identifiable information or
login credentials have been acquired or is reasonably believed to have been
acquired by a person without valid authorization, a data collector may consider
the following factors, among others:

(i) indications that the information is in the physical possession
and control of a person without valid authorization, such as a lost or stolen
computer or other device containing information;

(ii) indications that the information has been downloaded or
copied;

(iii) indications that the information was used by an unauthorized
person, such as fraudulent accounts opened or instances of identity theft
reported; or
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(iv) that the information has been made public.

* * *

Subchapter 2. Security Breach Notice Act Data Security Breaches

* * *

§ 2436. NOTICE OF DATA BROKER SECURITY BREACH

(a) Short title. This section shall be known as the Data Broker Security
Breach Notice Act.

(b) Notice of breach.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c) of this section, any
data broker shall notify the consumer that there has been a data broker security
breach following discovery or notification to the data broker of the breach.
Notice of the security breach shall be made in the most expedient time possible
and without unreasonable delay, but not later than 45 days after the discovery
or notification, consistent with the legitimate needs of the law enforcement
agency, as provided in subdivisions (3) and (4) of this subsection, or with any
measures necessary to determine the scope of the security breach and restore
the reasonable integrity, security, and confidentiality of the data system.

(2) A data broker shall provide notice of a breach to the Attorney
General as follows:

(A)(i) The data broker shall notify the Attorney General of the date
of the security breach and the date of discovery of the breach and shall provide
a preliminary description of the breach within 14 business days, consistent
with the legitimate needs of the law enforcement agency, as provided in
subdivisions (3) and (4) of this subsection (b), after the data broker’s discovery
of the security breach or when the data broker provides notice to consumers
pursuant to this section, whichever is sooner.

(ii) If the date of the breach is unknown at the time notice is sent
to the Attorney General, the data broker shall send the Attorney General the
date of the breach as soon as it is known.

(iii) Unless otherwise ordered by a court of this State for good
cause shown, a notice provided under this subdivision (2)(A) shall not be
disclosed to any person other than the authorized agent or representative of the
Attorney General, a State’s Attorney, or another law enforcement officer
engaged in legitimate law enforcement activities without the consent of the
data broker.
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(B)(i) When the data broker provides notice of the breach pursuant to
subdivision (1) of this subsection (b), the data broker shall notify the Attorney
General of the number of Vermont consumers affected, if known to the data
broker, and shall provide a copy of the notice provided to consumers under
subdivision (1) of this subsection (b).

(ii) The data broker may send to the Attorney General a second
copy of the consumer notice, from which is redacted the type of brokered
personal information that was subject to the breach, that the Attorney General
shall use for any public disclosure of the breach.

(3) The notice to a consumer required by this subsection shall be
delayed upon request of a law enforcement agency. A law enforcement
agency may request the delay if it believes that notification may impede a law
enforcement investigation or a national or Homeland Security investigation or
jeopardize public safety or national or Homeland Security interests. In the
event law enforcement makes the request for a delay in a manner other than in
writing, the data broker shall document the request contemporaneously in
writing and include the name of the law enforcement officer making the
request and the officer’s law enforcement agency engaged in the investigation.
A law enforcement agency shall promptly notify the data broker in writing
when the law enforcement agency no longer believes that notification may
impede a law enforcement investigation or a national or Homeland Security
investigation, or jeopardize public safety or national or Homeland Security
interests. The data broker shall provide notice required by this section without
unreasonable delay upon receipt of a written communication, which includes
facsimile or electronic communication, from the law enforcement agency
withdrawing its request for delay.

(4) The notice to a consumer required in subdivision (1) of this
subsection shall be clear and conspicuous. A notice to a consumer of a
security breach involving brokered personal information shall include a
description of each of the following, if known to the data broker:

(A) the incident in general terms;

(B) the type of brokered personal information that was subject to the
security breach;

(C) the general acts of the data broker to protect the brokered
personal information from further security breach;

(D) a telephone number, toll-free if available, that the consumer may
call for further information and assistance;
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(E) advice that directs the consumer to remain vigilant by reviewing
account statements and monitoring free credit reports; and

(F) the approximate date of the data broker security breach.

(5) A data broker may provide notice of a security breach involving
brokered personal information to a consumer by two or more of the following
methods:

(A) written notice mailed to the consumer’s residence;

(B) electronic notice, for those consumers for whom the data broker
has a valid e-mail address, if:

(i) the data broker’s primary method of communication with the
consumer is by electronic means, the electronic notice does not request or
contain a hypertext link to a request that the consumer provide personal
information, and the electronic notice conspicuously warns consumers not to
provide personal information in response to electronic communications
regarding security breaches; or

(ii) the notice is consistent with the provisions regarding
electronic records and signatures for notices in 15 U.S.C. § 7001;

(C) telephonic notice, provided that telephonic contact is made
directly with each affected consumer and not through a prerecorded message;
or

(D) notice by publication in a newspaper of statewide circulation in
the event the data broker cannot effectuate notice by any other means.

(c) Exception.

(1) Notice of a security breach pursuant to subsection (b) of this section
is not required if the data broker establishes that misuse of brokered personal
information is not reasonably possible and the data broker provides notice of
the determination that the misuse of the brokered personal information is not
reasonably possible pursuant to the requirements of this subsection. If the data
broker establishes that misuse of the brokered personal information is not
reasonably possible, the data broker shall provide notice of its determination
that misuse of the brokered personal information is not reasonably possible
and a detailed explanation for said determination to the Vermont Attorney
General. The data broker may designate its notice and detailed explanation to
the Vermont Attorney General as a trade secret if the notice and detailed
explanation meet the definition of trade secret contained in 1 V.S.A.
§ 317(c)(9).
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(2) If a data broker established that misuse of brokered personal
information was not reasonably possible under subdivision (1) of this
subsection and subsequently obtains facts indicating that misuse of the
brokered personal information has occurred or is occurring, the data broker
shall provide notice of the security breach pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section.

(d) Waiver. Any waiver of the provisions of this subchapter is contrary to
public policy and is void and unenforceable.

(e) Enforcement.

(1) With respect to a controller or processor other than a controller or
processor licensed or registered with the Department of Financial Regulation
under title 8 or this title, the Attorney General and State’s Attorney shall have
sole and full authority to investigate potential violations of this chapter and to
enforce, prosecute, obtain, and impose remedies for a violation of this chapter
or any rules or regulations adopted pursuant to this chapter as the Attorney
General and State’s Attorney have under chapter 63 of this title. The Attorney
General may refer the matter to the State’s Attorney in an appropriate case.
The Superior Courts shall have jurisdiction over any enforcement matter
brought by the Attorney General or a State’s Attorney under this subsection.

(2) With respect to a controller or processor that is licensed or registered
with the Department of Financial Regulation under title 8 or this title, the
Department of Financial Regulation shall have the full authority to investigate
potential violations of this chapter and to enforce, prosecute, obtain, and
impose remedies for a violation of this chapter or any rules or regulations
adopted pursuant to this chapter, as the Department has under title 8 or this
title or any other applicable law or regulation.

* * *

Subchapter 5. Data Brokers

§ 2446. DATA BROKERS; ANNUAL REGISTRATION

(a) Annually, on or before January 31 following a year in which a person
meets the definition of data broker as provided in section 2430 of this title, a
data broker shall:

(1) register with the Secretary of State;

(2) pay a registration fee of $100.00; and

(3) provide the following information:
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(A) the name and primary physical, e-mail, and Internet internet
addresses of the data broker;

(B) if the data broker permits a consumer to opt out of the data
broker’s collection of brokered personal information, opt out of its databases,
or opt out of certain sales of data:

(i) the method for requesting an opt-out;

(ii) if the opt-out applies to only certain activities or sales, which
ones; and

(iii) whether the data broker permits a consumer to authorize a
third party to perform the opt-out on the consumer’s behalf;

(C) a statement specifying the data collection, databases, or sales
activities from which a consumer may not opt out;

(D) a statement whether the data broker implements a purchaser
credentialing process;

(E) the number of data broker security breaches that the data broker
has experienced during the prior year, and if known, the total number of
consumers affected by the breaches;

(F) where the data broker has actual knowledge that it possesses the
brokered personal information of minors, a separate statement detailing the
data collection practices, databases, sales activities, and opt-out policies that
are applicable to the brokered personal information of minors; and

(G) any additional information or explanation the data broker
chooses to provide concerning its data collection practices.

(b) A data broker that fails to register pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section is liable to the State for:

(1) a civil penalty of $50.00 $125.00 for each day, not to exceed a total
of $10,000.00 for each year, it fails to register pursuant to this section;

(2) an amount equal to the fees due under this section during the period
it failed to register pursuant to this section; and

(3) other penalties imposed by law.

(c) A data broker that omits required information from its registration shall
file an amendment to include the omitted information within 30 business days
following notification of the omission and is liable to the State for a civil
penalty of $1,000.00 per day for each day thereafter.
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(d) A data broker that files materially incorrect information in its
registration:

(1) is liable to the State for a civil penalty of $25,000.00; and

(2) if it fails to correct the false information within 30 business days
after discovery or notification of the incorrect information, an additional civil
penalty of $1,000.00 per day for each day thereafter that it fails to correct the
information.

(e) The Attorney General may maintain an action in the Civil Division of
the Superior Court to collect the penalties imposed in this section and to seek
appropriate injunctive relief.

* * *

§ 2448. DATA BROKERS; CREDENTIALING

(a) Credentialing.

(1) A data broker shall maintain reasonable procedures designed to
ensure that the brokered personal information it discloses is used for a
legitimate and legal purpose.

(2) These procedures shall require that prospective users of the
information identify themselves, certify the purposes for which the
information is sought, and certify that the information shall be used for no
other purpose.

(3) A data broker shall make a reasonable effort to verify the identity of
a new prospective user and the uses certified by the prospective user prior to
furnishing the user brokered personal information.

(4) A data broker shall not furnish brokered personal information to any
person if it has reasonable grounds for believing that the consumer report will
not be used for a legitimate and legal purpose.

(b) Exemption. Nothing in this section applies to:

(1) brokered personal information that is:

(A) regulated as a consumer report pursuant to the Fair Credit
Reporting Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1681–1681x, if the data broker is fully complying
with the Act; or

(B) regulated pursuant to the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act of
1994, 18 U.S.C. § 2721–2725, if the data broker is fully complying with the
Act;
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(2) a public service company subject to the rules and orders of the
Vermont Public Utility Commission regarding data sharing and service quality;

(3) a nonprofit organization that is established to detect and prevent
fraudulent acts in connection with insurance; or

(4) a nonprofit organization that is established to provide enrollment
data reporting services on behalf of postsecondary schools as that term is
defined in 16 V.S.A. § 176.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Sec. 2 (AI and Data Privacy Advisory Council) shall
take effect on July 1, 2024.

(b) Sec. 1 (Vermont Data Privacy Act) and Sec. 3 (Protection of Personal
Information) shall take effect on July 1, 2025.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 21, 2024, pages 697 -
743)

Reported favorably by Senator Perchlik for the Committee on
Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with
proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs.

(Committee vote: 7-0-0)

H. 644.

An act relating to access to records by individuals who were in foster care.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Vyhovsky for the Committee on Government Operations.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 4921 is amended to read:

§ 4921. DEPARTMENT’S RECORDS OF ABUSE AND NEGLECT

(a) Record maintenance and disclosure generally. The Commissioner shall
maintain all records of all investigations, assessments, reviews, and responses
initiated under this subchapter. The Department may use and disclose
information from such records in the usual course of its business, including to
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assess future risk to children, to provide appropriate services to the child or
members of the child’s family, or for other legal purposes.

(b) Duty to inform parents or guardians. The Commissioner shall
promptly inform the parents, if known, or guardian of the child that a report
has been accepted as a valid allegation pursuant to subsection 4915(b) of this
title and the Department’s response to the report. The Department shall
inform the parent or guardian of his or her the parent’s or guardian’s ability to
request records pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. This section shall
not apply if the parent or guardian is the subject of the investigation.

(c) Disclosure of redacted investigation files. Upon request, the redacted
investigation file shall be disclosed to:

(1) the child’s parents, foster parent, or guardian, absent good cause
shown by the Department, provided that the child’s parent, foster parent, or
guardian is not the subject of the investigation;

(2) the person alleged to have abused or neglected the child, as provided
for in subsection 4916a(d) of this title; and

(3) the attorney representing the child in a child custody proceeding in
the Family Division of the Superior Court.

(d) Disclosure of records created by the Department. Upon request,
Department records created under this subchapter shall be disclosed to:

(1) the court, parties to the juvenile proceeding, and the child’s guardian
ad litem if there is a pending juvenile proceeding or if the child is in the
custody of the Commissioner;

(2) the Commissioner or person designated by the Commissioner to
receive such records;

(3) persons assigned by the Commissioner to conduct investigations;

(4) law enforcement officers engaged in a joint investigation with the
Department, an Assistant Attorney General, or a State’s Attorney;

(5) other State agencies conducting related inquiries or proceedings; and

(6) the Office of the Child, Youth, and Family Advocate for the purpose
of carrying out the provisions in chapter 32 of this title; and

(e)(1) Disclosure of relevant Department records or information. Upon
request, relevant Department records or information created under this
subchapter shall be disclosed to:
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(A) a person, agency, or organization, including a multidisciplinary
team empaneled under section 4917 of this title, authorized to diagnose, care
for, treat, or supervise a child or family who is the subject of a report or record
created under this subchapter, or who is responsible for the child’s health or
welfare;

(B) health and mental health care providers working directly with the
child or family who is the subject of the report or record;

(C) educators working directly with the child or family who is the
subject of the report or record;

(D) licensed or approved foster caregivers for the child;

(E) mandated reporters as defined by section 4913 of this subchapter,
making a report in accordance with the provisions of section 4914 of this
subchapter and engaging in an ongoing working relationship with the child or
family who is the subject of the report;

(F) a Family Division of the Superior Court involved in any
proceeding in which:

(i) custody of a child or parent-child contact is at issue pursuant to
15 V.S.A. chapter 11, subchapter 3A;

(ii) a parent of a child challenges a presumption of parentage
under 15C V.S.A. § 402(b)(3); or

(iii) a parent of a child contests an allegation that he or she
fostered or supported a bonded and dependent relationship between the child
and a person seeking to be adjudicated a de facto parent under 15C V.S.A. §
501(a)(2);

(G) a Probate Division of the Superior Court involved in
guardianship proceedings; and

(H) other governmental entities for purposes of child protection.

(2) Determinations of relevancy shall be made by the Department.

(3) In providing records or information under this subsection, the
Department may withhold:

(A) information that could compromise the safety of the reporter or
the child or family who is the subject of the report; or

(B) specific details that could cause the child to experience
significant mental or emotional stress.
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(4) In providing records or information under this section, the
Department may also provide other records related to its child protection
activities for the child.

(5) Any persons or agencies authorized to receive confidential
information under this section may share such information with other persons
or agencies authorized to receive confidential information under this section
for the purposes of providing services and benefits to the children and families
those persons or agencies mutually serve.

(f) Disclosure to prevent harm. Upon request, relevant Department
information created under this subchapter may be disclosed to a parent with a
reasonable concern that an individual who is residing at least part time with the
parent requestor’s child presents a risk of abuse or neglect to the requestor’s
child. As it is used in this subsection, “relevant Department information” shall
mean information regarding the individual that the Department determines
could avert the risk of harm presented by the individual to the requestor’s
child. If the Department denies the request for information, the requestor may
petition the Family Division of the Superior Court, which may, after weighing
the privacy concerns of the individuals involved with the parent’s right to
protect his or her child, order the release of the information.

(g) Disclosure to adults that were subject to foster care placement.

(1) It is the intent of the General Assembly that it be the policy of the
State that:

(A) adults who were subject to placement in State foster care,
institutions, and other systemic placements have a statutory right to access
their own records in order to more fully understand their own personal stories,
including their health, education, family, and other histories; access healing in
their chosen way; and be recognized and trusted as legitimate custodians of
their own information;

(B) the Department make good faith efforts to disclose such records
in the broadest form permitted under applicable federal or State law in order to
assist with the administration of Vermont’s state plan for foster care and
establishing eligibility for programs or services; and

(C) any disclosures made by the Department that are prohibited by
applicable federal or State law be construed as good faith efforts of the
Department to comply with the State’s policy and statutory scheme.

(2) Upon request, Department records created under this subchapter shall
be disclosed, at no cost, to an individual who meets the following criteria, to
the extent permitted by federal or State law:
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(A) the individual is the subject of the records requested;

(B) the individual is 18 years of age or older; and

(C) as a minor, the individual was in foster care or subject to any
juvenile judicial proceeding under this title.

(3) In providing records or information pursuant to this subsection, the
Department may withhold or redact the following:

(A) identifying information about any person, other than the subject,
in which there is a substantial likelihood that a person’s safety would be
compromised if disclosed;

(B) information that creates a substantial likelihood that would
compromise an active law enforcement investigation; or

(C) reports or investigatory records about the subject of the record
request in which there is a formal allegation that the subject committed an act
of abuse or neglect.

(g)(h) Penalty. Any records or information disclosed under this section and
information relating to the contents of those records or reports shall not be
disseminated by the receiving persons or agencies to any persons or agencies,
other than to those persons or agencies authorized to receive information
pursuant to this section. A person who intentionally violates the
confidentiality provisions of this section shall be fined not more than
$2,000.00.

Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A. § 5117 is amended to read:

§ 5117. RECORDS OF JUVENILE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

(a) Except as otherwise provided, court and law enforcement reports and
files concerning a person subject to the jurisdiction of the court shall be
maintained separate from the records and files of other persons. Unless a
charge of delinquency is transferred for criminal prosecution under chapter 52
of this title or the court otherwise orders in the interests of the child, such
records and files shall not be open to public inspection nor their contents
disclosed to the public by any person. However, upon a finding that a child is
a delinquent child by reason of commission of a delinquent act that would
have been a felony if committed by an adult, the court, upon request of the
victim, shall make the child’s name available to the victim of the delinquent
act. If the victim is incompetent or deceased, the child’s name shall be
released, upon request, to the victim’s guardian or next of kin.
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(b)(1) Notwithstanding the foregoing subsection (a) of this section,
inspection of such the records and files by or dissemination of such the records
and files to the following is not prohibited:

(A) a court having the child before it in any juvenile judicial
proceeding;

(B) the officers of public institutions or agencies to whom the child is
committed as a delinquent child;

(C) a court in which a person is convicted of a criminal offense for
the purpose of imposing sentence upon or supervising the person, or by
officials of penal institutions and other penal facilities to which the person is
committed, or by a parole board in considering the person’s parole or
discharge or in exercising supervision over the person;

(D) the parties to the proceeding, court personnel, the State’s
Attorney or other prosecutor authorized to prosecute criminal or juvenile cases
under State law, the child’s guardian ad litem, the attorneys for the parties,
probation officers, and law enforcement officers who are actively participating
in criminal or juvenile proceedings involving the child;

(E) the child who is the subject of the proceeding, the child’s parents,
guardian, and custodian may inspect such the records and files upon approval
of the Family a Superior Court judge;

(F) any other person who has a need to know may be designated by
order of the Family Division of the Superior Court;

(G) the Commissioner of Corrections if the information would be
helpful in preparing a presentence report, in determining placement, or in
developing a treatment plan for a person convicted of a sex offense that
requires registration pursuant to 13 V.S.A. chapter 167, subchapter 3;

(H) the Human Services Board and the Commissioner’s Registry
Review Unit in processes required under chapter 49 of this title;

(I) the Department for Children and Families;

(J) the Office of the Child, Youth, and Family Advocate for the
purpose of carrying out the provisions in chapter 32 of this title;

(K) a service provider named in a disposition order adopted by the
court, or retained by or contracted with a party to fulfill the objectives of the
disposition order, including referrals for treatment and placement;
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(L) a court diversion program or youth-appropriate community-based
provider to whom the child is referred by the State’s Attorney or the court, if
the child accepts the referral; and

(M) other State agencies, treatment programs, service providers, or
those providing direct support to the youth, for the purpose of providing
supervision or treatment to the youth; and

(N) an individual who:

(i) is the subject of the records sought by the request;

(ii) is 18 years of age or older; and

(iii) as a minor, was subject to any juvenile judicial proceeding
under this title.

(2) Files inspected under this subsection shall be marked: UNLAWFUL
DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION IS A CRIME PUNISHABLE
BY A FINE UP TO $2,000.00.

* * *

Sec. 3. DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES; DISCLOSURE
CATEGORIES; RECORDKEEPING; REPORT

On or before November 15, 2025, the Department for Children and
Families, in consultation with the Office of the Child, Youth, and Family
Advocate and the Vermont State Archives and Records Administration, shall
provide a written report to the Senate Committee on Government Operations
and the House Committee on Government Operations and Military Affairs on
its progress implementing 33 V.S.A. § 4921(g). The report shall include:

(1) the number of requests for records pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4921(g);

(2) the approximate or average amount of staff time required to comply
with the requests;

(3) systemic issues or barriers facing the Department, if any, in fulfilling
the requests;

(4) suggestions for increasing the types of records that are available to
youth who have had involvement with the Department; and

(5) any other information the Department deems pertinent for the
General Assembly to consider as the State moves toward broader access of
Department records to the youth whose lives are affected by Department
involvement.



- 3805 -

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

(Committee vote: 6-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 19, 2024, page 571)

House Proposal of Amendment

S. 191.

An act relating to New American educational grant opportunities

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Vermont Student Assistance Corporation * * *

Sec. 1. 16 V.S.A. § 2846 is amended to read:

§ 2846. ADVANCEMENT GRANTS

(a) The Corporation may establish an advancement grant program for
residents pursuing nondegree education and training opportunities who do not
meet the definition of student in subdivision 2822(3) of this title, and who may
not meet the requirements of this subchapter.

(b) Advancement grants may be used at institutions that are not approved
postsecondary education institutions.

(c) The Corporation may adopt rules or establish policies, procedures,
standards, and forms for advancement grants, including the requirements for
applying for and using the grants and the eligibility requirements for the
institutions where the grants may be used. Such rules shall be consistent with
subsection (d) of this section.

(d) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, applicants shall not be
ineligible for the advancement grant solely on account of the applicant’s
residency status under subdivision 2822(7) of this title if that applicant:

(1) qualifies as a refugee pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(42) (definition
of refugee);

(2) is granted parole to enter the United States pursuant to 8 U.S.C.
§ 1182(d)(5) (temporary admission of nonimmigrants for urgent humanitarian
reasons); or

(3) is issued a special immigrant visa pursuant to the Afghan Allies
Protection Act of 2009, Pub. L. No. 111-8 (8 U.S.C. § 1101 note), as amended.
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Sec. 2. INCENTIVE GRANT ELIGIBILITY; RESIDENCY

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, applicants shall
not be ineligible for the Vermont incentive grant program under 16 V.S.A. §§ 
2841–2844 solely on account of that person’s residency status if the applicant:

(1) qualifies as a refugee pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(42) (definition
of refugee);

(2) is granted parole to enter the United States pursuant to 8 U.S.C.
§ 1182(d)(5) (temporary admission of nonimmigrants for urgent humanitarian
reasons); or

(3) is issued a special immigrant visa pursuant to the Afghan Allies
Protection Act of 2009, Pub. L. No. 111-8 (8 U.S.C. § 1101 note), as amended.

(b) This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2027.

Sec. 3. 16 V.S.A. § 2828 is added to read:

§ 2828. FINANCIAL AID ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN STUDENTS

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a resident who is
otherwise eligible for a State-funded financial aid program administered by the
Corporation shall not be ineligible solely on the basis of such resident’s
immigration status under federal law.

(b) The Corporation shall establish procedures and forms that enable
residents eligible under subsection (a) of this section to apply for, and
participate in, all State-funded student financial aid programs administered by
the Corporation for which such residents are eligible to the full extent
permitted by federal law. The Corporation may collect such information as is
necessary to confirm eligibility for participation in programs administered by
the Corporation.

(c) The Corporation may adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 as
necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.

(d) The Corporation shall include information regarding the impact of this
section and the number of students who receive financial aid pursuant to this
section in its biannual report to the General Assembly pursuant to subsection
2835(c) of this title.
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* * * Vermont State Colleges Corporation * * *

Sec. 4. 16 V.S.A. § 2185 is amended to read:

§ 2185. DETERMINATION OF RESIDENCY FOR TUITION PURPOSES

(a) The Board of Trustees shall adopt policies related to residency for
tuition purposes, consistent with State and federal requirements. Any policies
adopted by the Board shall not discriminate against or exclude a person based
solely on the person’s immigration status, or lack thereof, if such person would
otherwise qualify for and meet requirements for Vermont residency for tuition
purposes as set forth by the Board and as permitted under federal law.

(b) Any member of the U.S. Armed Forces on active duty who is
transferred to Vermont for duty other than for the purpose of education shall,
upon transfer and for the period of active duty served in Vermont, be
considered a resident for in-state tuition purposes at the start of the next
semester or academic period.

(c) For determination of residency for tuition to the Community College of
Vermont, a person who resides in Vermont shall be considered a resident for
in-state tuition purposes, beginning at the start of the next semester or
academic period after arrival in Vermont, if that person:

(1) qualifies as a refugee pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(42)
(Immigration and Nationality Act definition of refugee);

(2) is granted parole to enter the United States pursuant to 8 U.S.C.
§ 1182(d)(5) (temporary admission of nonimmigrants for urgent humanitarian
reasons); or

(3) is issued a special immigrant visa pursuant to the Afghan Allies
Protection Act of 2009, Pub. L. No. 111-8 (8 U.S.C. § 1101 note), as amended.

* * *

(e) Except as otherwise provided by law, or by consent of the individual
identified in the record, information collected pursuant to this section that
directly or indirectly identifies applicants or students, including grant, loan,
scholarship, or outreach programs, is exempt from public inspection and
copying under the Public Records Act and shall be kept confidential.

* * * University of Vermont and State Agricultural College * * *

Sec. 5. 16 V.S.A. § 2282a is amended to read:

§ 2282a. DETERMINATION OF RESIDENCY FOR TUITION PURPOSES

(a) Enrollment at an institution for higher learning, or presence within the
State for the purposes of attending an institution of higher learning, shall not
by itself constitute residence for in-state tuition purposes or for the purpose of
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eligibility for assistance from the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation.
The Board of Trustees shall adopt policies related to residency for tuition
purposes, consistent with State and federal requirements. Any policies
adopted by the Board of Trustees shall not discriminate against or exclude a
person based solely on the person’s immigration status, or lack thereof, if such
person would otherwise qualify for and meet requirements for Vermont
residency for tuition purposes as set forth by the Board and as permitted under
federal law.

* * *

(d) Except as otherwise provided by law, or by consent of the individual
identified in the record, information collected pursuant to this section that
directly or indirectly identifies applicants or students, including grant, loan,
scholarship, or outreach programs, is exempt from public inspection and
copying under the Public Records Act and shall be kept confidential.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 1 (advancement grants) and 2 (incentive grants)
shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(b) Secs. 3 (financial aid), 4 (Vermont State Colleges Corporation in-state
tuition), and 5 (University of Vermont and State Agricultural College in-state
tuition) shall take effect on July 1, 2025.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2024

Second Reading

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 707.

An act relating to revising the delivery and governance of the Vermont
workforce system.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Clarkson for the Committee on Economic Development,
Housing and General Affairs.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:
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Sec. 1. 10 V.S.A. chapter 22A is amended to read:

CHAPTER 22A. WORKFORCE EDUCATION AND TRAINING

* * *

§ 541. OFFICE OF WORKFORCE STRATEGY AND DEVELOPMENT

(a) There is created within the Executive Branch the Office of Workforce
Strategy and Development.

(b) The Office of Workforce Strategy and Development shall have the
administrative, legal, and technical support of the Department of Labor.

(c) There shall be at least two full-time staff to accomplish the duties of the
Office. One of these staff positions shall be the Executive Director of the
Office of Workforce Strategy and Development, who shall be an exempt
employee and who shall report to and be under the general supervision of the
Governor. Another position shall be a staff member, who shall be a classified
employee, who shall support the work of the Executive Director, and who shall
report to and be under the general supervision of the Executive Director.

(d) The Executive Director of the Office of Workforce Strategy and
Development shall:

(1) coordinate the efforts of workforce development in the State;

(2) oversee the affairs of the State Workforce Development Board;

(3) work with State agencies and private partners to:

(A) develop strategies for comprehensive and integrated workforce
education and training;

(B) manage the collection of outcome information; and

(C) align workforce efforts with other State strategies; and

(4) perform other workforce development duties as directed by the
Governor.

(e) The Governor shall appoint the Executive Director with the advice and
consent of the Senate, and the Executive Committee of the State Workforce
Development Board may provide a list to the Governor of recommended
candidates for Executive Director.

§ 541a. STATE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD; EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

(a) Board established; duties. Pursuant to the requirements of 29 U.S.C.
§ 3111, the Governor shall establish the State Workforce Development Board
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to assist the Governor in the execution of his or her duties under the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 and to assist the Commissioner of
Labor as specified in section 540 of this title.

* * *

(c) Membership. The Board shall consist of the Governor and the
following members who are appointed by the Governor and serve at the
Governor’s pleasure unless otherwise indicated, in conformance with the
federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act and who serve at his or her
pleasure, unless otherwise indicated (WIOA), and who shall be selected from
diverse backgrounds to represent the interests of ethnic and diverse
communities and represent diverse regions of the State, including urban, rural,
and suburban areas:

(1) the Commissioner of Labor;

(2) two members one member of the Vermont House of Representatives,
who shall serve for the duration of the biennium, appointed by the Speaker of
the House;

(3)(2) two members one member of the Vermont Senate, who shall
serve for the duration of the biennium, appointed by the Senate Committee on
Committees;

(4) the President of the University of Vermont;

(5) the Chancellor of the Vermont State Colleges;

(6) the President of the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation;

(7) a representative of an independent Vermont college or university;

(8) a director of a regional technical center;

(9) a principal of a Vermont high school;

(10) two representatives of labor organizations who have been
nominated by a State labor federation;

(11)(3) two four members who are core program representatives of
individuals and organizations who have experience with respect to youth
activities, as defined in 29 U.S.C. § 3102(71), as follows:

(A) the Commissioner of Labor, or designee, for the Adult,
Dislocated Worker, and Youth program and Wagner-Peyser;

(B) the Secretary of Education, or designee, for the Adult Education
and Family Literacy Act program;



- 3811 -

(C) the Secretary of Human Services, or designee, for the Vocational
Rehabilitation program; and

(D) the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development or
designee;

(12)(4) two six workforce representatives of individuals and
organizations who have experience in the delivery of workforce investment
activities, as defined in 29 U.S.C. § 3102(68), as follows:

(A) two representatives from labor organizations operating in this
State who are nominated by a State labor federation;

(B) one representative from a State-registered apprenticeship
program; and

(C) three representatives of organizations that have demonstrated
experience and expertise in addressing the employment, training, or education
needs of individuals with barriers to employment, which may include:

(i) organizations that serve veterans;

(ii) organizations that provide or support competitive, integrated
employment for individuals with disabilities;

(iii) organizations that support the training or education needs of
eligible youth as described in 20 CFR § 681.200, including representatives of
organizations that serve out-of-school youth as described in 20 CFR § 681.210;
and

(iv) organizations that connect volunteers in national or State
service programs to the workforce;

(13) the lead State agency officials with responsibility for the programs
and activities carried out by one-stop partners, as described in 29 U.S.C. §
3151(b), or if no official has that responsibility, representatives in the State
with responsibility relating to these programs and activities;

(14) the Commissioner of Economic Development;

(15) the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development;

(16) the Secretary of Human Services;

(17) the Secretary of Education;

(18) two individuals who have experience in, and can speak for, the
training needs of underemployed and unemployed Vermonters; and

(5) two elected local government officials who represent a city or town
within different regions of the State; and
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(19)(6) a number of appointees sufficient to constitute a majority of the
Board 13 business representatives who:

(A) are owners, chief executives, or operating officers of businesses,
and including nonprofits, or other business executives or employers with
optimum policymaking or hiring authority, with at least one member
representing a small business as defined by the U.S. Small Business
Administration;

(B) represent businesses with employment opportunities that reflect
in-demand sectors and employment opportunities in the State; and

(C) are appointed from among individuals nominated by State
business organizations and business trade associations.

(d) Operation of Board.

(1) Executive Committee.

(A) Creation. There is created an Executive Committee that shall
manage the affairs of the Board.

(B) Members. The members of the Executive Committee shall
comprise the following:

(i) the Chair of the Board;

(ii) the Commissioner of Labor or designee;

(iii) the Secretary of Education or designee;

(iv) the Secretary of Human Services or designee;

(v) the Secretary Commerce and Community Development or
designee;

(vi) two business representatives, appointed by the Chair of the
Board, who serve on the Board; and

(vii) two workforce representatives, appointed by the Chair of the
Board, who serve on the Board.

(C) Meetings. The Chair of the Board shall chair the Executive
Committee. The Executive Committee shall meet at least once monthly and
shall hold additional meetings upon call of the Chair.

(D) Duties. The Executive Committee shall have the following
duties and responsibilities:

(i) recommend to the Board changes to the Board’s rules or
bylaws;
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(ii) establish one or more subcommittees as it determines
necessary and appropriate to perform its work; and

(iii) other duties as provided in the Board’s bylaws.

(2) Member representation and vacancies.

(A) A member of the State Board may send a designee that who
meets the requirements of subdivision (B) of this subdivision (1)(2) to any
State Board meeting, who shall count toward a quorum, and who shall be
allowed to vote on behalf of the Board member for whom he or she the
individual serves as a designee.

(B) Members of the State Board or their designees who represent
organizations, agencies, or other entities shall be individuals with optimum
policymaking authority or relevant subject matter expertise within the
organizations, agencies, or entities.

(C) The members of the Board shall represent diverse regions of the
State, including urban, rural, and suburban areas The Chair of the Board shall
provide notice within 30 days after a vacancy on the Board to the relevant
appointing authority, which shall appoint a replacement within 90 days after
receiving notice.

(2)(3) Chair. The Governor shall select a chair for the Board from
among the business representatives appointed pursuant to subdivision
(c)(18)(6) of this section.

(3)(4) Meetings. The Board shall meet at least three times annually and
shall hold additional meetings upon call of the Chair.

(4)(5) Committees; work groups; ad hoc committees. The Chair, in
consultation with the Commissioner of Labor, may:

(A) assign one or more members or their designees to standing
committees, ad hoc committees, or work groups to carry out the work of the
Board; and

(B) appoint one or more nonmembers of the Board to a standing
committee, ad hoc committee, or work group and determine whether the
individual serves as an advisory or voting member, provided that the number
of voting nonmembers on a standing committee shall not exceed the number of
Board members or their designees.

* * *
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§ 541b. WORKFORCE EDUCATION AND TRAINING; DUTIES OF
OTHER STATE AGENCIES, DEPARTMENTS, AND PRIVATE
PARTNERS

(a) To ensure the State Workforce Development Board, and the
Commissioner of Labor, and the Executive Director of the Office of
Workforce Strategy and Development are able to fully perform their duties
under this chapter, each agency and department within State government, and
each person who receives funding from the State, shall comply within a
reasonable period of time with a request for data and information made by the
Board, or the Commissioner, or the Executive Director in furtherance of their
duties under this chapter.

(b) The Agency of Commerce and Community Development shall
coordinate its work in adopting a statewide economic development plan with
the activities of the Board, and the Commissioner of Labor, and the Executive
Director.

Sec. 2. 2022 Acts and Resolves No. 183, Sec. 5a is amended to read:

Sec. 5a. REGIONAL WORKFORCE EXPANSION SYSTEM

* * *

(c) System infrastructure. The Department shall make investments that

improve and expand regional capacity to strengthen networks who assist

jobseekers, workers, and employers in connecting.

(1) The Department is authorized to create up to four classified, two-

year limited-service positions, with funding allocated to perform the work
described in this section, who shall report to the Workforce Development
Division and of whom:

* * *

(e) Interim report. On or before January 15, 2023 July 15, 2025, the
Department shall provide a narrative update on the progress made in hiring
staff, establishing interagency agreements, developing regional information
exchange systems, and supporting State-level work to expand the labor force to
the House and Senate committees of jurisdiction.

(f) Implementation. The Department of Labor shall begin implementing
the Regional Workforce Expansion System on or before July 1, 2022
September 1, 2024.
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Sec. 3. TASK FORCE TO STUDY DATA MANAGEMENT MODELS

On or before December 15, 2025, the Executive Director of the Office of
Workforce Development, in consultation with the Executive Committee of the
State Workforce Development Board and the Agency of Digital Services, shall
issue a written report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development and the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs regarding the development of a data trust as outlined in
model three of the final report of the State Oversight Committee on Workforce
Expansion and Development pursuant to 2022 Acts and Resolves No. 183,
Sec. 5. The report shall include:

(1) a recommendation on audience, partners, use cases, outcomes, and
data required for future workforce, education, and training programs;

(2) a detailed review of the current availability of public and private
workforce development and training data, education data, and demographic
data, including the integration of data between the State’s workforce
development and training programs and private programs funded through State
funding dollars;

(3) a summary of the progress made in the development of data-sharing
relationships with the stewards of identified data sets;

(4) draft legislative language for the creation of a data tool;

(5) the amount of funding necessary to establish and maintain the use of
a data tool; and

(6) a summary of other efforts across State government and through the
Agency of Digital Services regarding the development of data trusts, along
with best practices identified through those efforts.

Sec. 4. WORKFORCE EDUCATION AND TRAINING LEADERSHIP
REVIEW; SOCWED REAUTHORIZATION

(a) Committee reauthorization. The Special Oversight Committee on
Workforce Expansion and Development (SOCWED) created pursuant to 2022
Acts and Resolves No. 183, Sec. 5 shall review and propose changes to the
leadership and duties set forth in 10 V.S.A. § 540 and shall suggest a set of
recommended qualifications to the Governor for consideration for the position
of Executive Director of the Office of Workforce Strategy and Development.

(b) Membership. The members appointed to the SOCWED pursuant to
2022 Acts and Resolves No. 183, Sec. 5 shall continue as members of the
Committee, except that the Commissioner of Labor or designee shall replace
the State Director of Workforce Development on the Committee. Vacancies
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shall be filled by the relevant appointing authority pursuant to 2022 Acts and
Resolves No. 183, Sec. 5.

(c) Meetings.

(1) The Commissioner of Labor or designee shall call the first meeting
of the Committee to occur on or before June 1, 2024.

(2) The Committee shall select a chair from among its legislative
members at the first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Committee shall meet not more than eight times.

(d) Powers and duties.

(1) The Committee, in consultation with the Office of Legislative
Counsel, shall review 10 V.S.A. § 540 and engage with workforce
development stakeholders to:

(A) evaluate the effectiveness of the current language in statute; and

(B) determine, due to changes in the State Workforce Development
Board as set forth in this act, how the authorities and responsibilities for the
coordination of workforce education and training set forth in 10 V.S.A. § 540
should be modified to ensure there is effective and comprehensive leadership
in workforce development, education, and training between the Commissioner
of Labor, the Executive Director of the Office of Workforce Strategy and
Development, and any other relevant authorities.

(2) The Committee, in consultation with the Executive Committee of
the State Workforce Development Board and the Department of Human
Resources, shall develop qualifications to recommend to the Governor for
consideration for the position of Executive Director of the Office of Workforce
Strategy and Development.

(e) Assistance. For purposes of:

(1) administrative and technical support, the Committee shall have the
assistance of the Office of Legislative Operations;

(2) drafting recommended legislation, the Committee shall have the
assistance the Office of Legislative Counsel; and

(3) drafting recommended job qualifications, the Committee shall have
the assistance the Department of Human Resources.

(f) Requirements.



- 3817 -

(1) The Committee shall submit recommended job qualifications
pursuant to subdivision (d)(2) of this section to the House Committee on
Commerce and Economic Development and the Senate Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General on or before October 15, 2024.

(2) The Committee shall submit recommended legislative language
pursuant to subdivision (d)(1)(B) of this section to the House Committee on
Commerce and Economic Development and the Senate Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General on or before November 30,
2024.

(g) Compensation and reimbursement.

(1) For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General
Assembly, a legislative member of the Committee serving in the member’s
capacity as a legislator shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 23 for not more than eight
meetings. Payments to members of the Committee authorized under this
subdivision (g)(1) shall be made from monies appropriated to the General
Assembly.

(2) A nonlegislative member of the Committee shall be entitled to per
diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under
32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than eight meetings. Payments to members of
the Committee authorized under this subdivision (g)(2) shall be made from
monies appropriated to the Department of Labor.

(h) Expiration. The Committee shall cease to exist on January 15, 2025.

Sec. 5. STATE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD TRANSITION
PERIOD

(a) An appointing authority for the State Workforce Development Board
pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 541a(c) shall make all appointments as required to the
Board on or before September 1, 2024.

(b) A member of the State Workforce Development Board on June 30,
2024, except for the Governor, and unless appointed or placed on the Board
after the passage of this act pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 541a(c), shall cease being
a member of the Board on July 1, 2024.

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this section, an appointing authority
pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 541a(c) may reappoint the same individual as a
member to the Board after passage of this act.
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(d) Members of the Board appointed by the Governor shall serve initial
staggered terms with eight members serving three-year terms, eight members
serving two-year terms, and seven members serving one-year terms.

(e) The Governor shall appoint a chair of the Board pursuant to 10 V.S.A.
§ 541a(d)(3) on or before August 1, 2024.

(f) The Board shall amend the Board’s WIOA Governance Document to
align it pursuant to the terms of this act on or before February 1, 2025.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024, except that Sec. 4 shall take effect
on passage.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 22, 2024, pages 800 -
809)

Reported favorably by Senator Perchlik for the Committee on
Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with
proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs.

(Committee vote: 7-0-0)

H. 794.

An act relating to services provided by the Vermont Veterans’ Home.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Norris for the Committee on Government Operations.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 1, 20 V.S.A. § 1714, powers and duties of the Board, after
subdivision (15), by inserting a subdivision (16) to read as follows:

(16) Establish a nursing home in Vermont to provide services and
supports to Vermont veterans who do not reside at the Home, provided that the
nursing home shall comply with all applicable State and federal licensing and
regulatory requirements.

Second: In Sec. 2, 20 V.S.A. § 1717, in subdivision (b)(2), by striking out
the following: “1714(5), (13), (14), and (15)” and inserting in lieu thereof the
following: 1714(5), (13), (14), (15), and (16)

(Committee vote: 6-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 20, 2024, page 612)
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Reported favorably by Senator Sears for the Committee on
Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with
proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Government
Operations.

(Committee vote: 6-0-1)

H. 871.

An act relating to the development of an updated State aid to school
construction program.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Weeks for the Committee on Education.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

* * * State Aid to School Construction * * *

Sec. 1. 16 V.S.A. § 3441 is added to read:

§ 3441. FACILITIES MASTER PLAN GRANT PROGRAM; REPORT

(a) Intent. It is the intent of the General Assembly that the Facilities
Master Plan Grant Program established pursuant to this section shall enable
supervisory unions and independent career and technical education districts to
develop a supervisory union level vision for all school buildings that meets the
educational needs and goals of the supervisory union. The goal of a facilities
master plan shall be to facilitate an evaluation of the capacity of existing
facilities to deliver on identified 21st century educational goals. A facilities
master plan shall also enable and require supervisory unions to engage in
intentional and robust conversations with the larger community that will
hopefully lead to the successful passage of bonds needed to support the
renovation or construction needs of the supervisory union. It is the intent of
the General Assembly that awards shall be granted in accordance with this
section and in a manner that allows a maximum number of supervisory unions
and independent career and technical education districts to successfully
complete facilities master plans.

(b) Definition. As used in this section, “supervisory union” has the same
meaning as in subdivision 11(a)(23) of this title and includes supervisory
districts and independent career and technical education districts.
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(c) Establishment. There is established the Facilities Master Plan Grant
Program to be administered by the Agency of Education, from funds
appropriated for this purpose to supervisory unions and independent career and
technical education districts to support the development of educational
facilities master plans. Grant funds may be used to hire a consultant to assist
in the development of the master plan with the goal of developing a final
master plan that complies with State construction aid requirements.

(d) Standards for the disbursement of funds. The Agency shall develop
standards for the disbursement of grant funds in accordance with the
following:

(1) Grants shall be awarded to applicants with the highest facilities
needs. The Agency shall develop a prioritization formula based on an
applicant’s poverty factor and average facilities condition index score. The
Agency shall develop or choose a poverty metric to use for the prioritization
formula. The Agency may give priority to applications with a regionalization
focus that consist of more than one supervisory union or independent career
and technical education district that apply as a consortium.

(2) Award amounts shall be commensurate with the gross square footage
of buildings located within the applicable supervisory union or career and
technical education district.

(3) The Agency shall develop minimum requirements for an educational
facilities master plan, which shall include, at a minimum, the following
elements:

(A) a description of the educational mission, vision, and goals of the
supervisory union;

(B) a description of educational programs and services offered by the
supervisory union;

(C) the performance of a space utilization assessment;

(D) the identification of new program needs;

(E) the development of enrollment projections;

(F) the performance of a facilities assessment; and

(G) information regarding the various design options explored to
address the supervisory union’s identified needs.

(e) Report. Annually on or before December 31, the Agency shall submit
to the House and Senate Committees on Education a written report with
information on the implementation of the grant program created in this section.
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Sec. 2. REPEAL; FACILITIES MASTER PLAN GRANT PROGRAM

16 V.S.A. § 3441 (Facilities Master Plan Grant Program) as added by this
act is repealed on June 30, 2029.

Sec. 3. PREQUALIFIED ARCHITECTURE AND ENGINEERING
CONSULTANTS

On or before October 15, 2024, the Agency of Education shall coordinate
with the Department of Buildings and General Services to develop
prequalification criteria for alternative project delivery consultants and
architecture and engineering firms specializing in kindergarten through grade
12 school design and construction. The Department shall assist the Agency in
distributing requests for qualifications and in reviewing the resulting responses
for approval and prequalification. The Department shall maintain the list of
prequalified firms and consultants and shall make the list available to school
districts and supervisory unions.

Sec. 4. STATE AID FOR SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION WORKING GROUP;
REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the State Aid for School Construction
Working Group to study and design a plan for a statewide school construction
aid program.

(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) three current members of the House of Representatives, not all from
the same political party, who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(2) three current members of the Senate, not all from the same political
party, who shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees; and

(3) the Secretary of Education, or designee.

(c) Powers and duties.

(1) The Working Group shall study and create a recommended plan for
a statewide school construction aid program, including recommendations on
implementation. To facilitate its understanding of school construction projects
and other school construction state aid programs, the Working Group may
travel to conduct site visits at schools or other state programs. In creating its
recommendations, the Working Group shall address the following topics,
building from the recommendations contained in the report of the School
Construction Aid Task Force, created in 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 78, Sec.
E.131.1:
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(A) Governance. The Working Group shall study other state
governance models for school construction aid programs, including inviting
testimony from school officials from those states, and make a recommendation
for a governance model for Vermont that aligns with the other funding and
programmatic recommendations of the Working Group. Governance
recommendations shall include recommendations on staffing levels and a
stable appropriation for the funding of the recommended governance structure.

(B) Prioritization criteria. The Working Group shall make
recommendations on State aid prioritization criteria that will drive funding
towards projects that are aligned to the State’s educational policies and
priorities.

(C) Eligibility criteria. The Working Group shall consider, at a
minimum, the following State aid eligibility criteria:

(i) appropriate maintenance and operations budgeting at the
supervisory union level;

(ii) a requirement for eligible supervisory unions to have a five-
year capital plan;

(iii) a facility condition index maximum level that would preclude
eligibility but may qualify a building for a State share percentage bonus to
replace the building;

(iv) a requirement for a supervisory union master planning
process that would require consideration of the adaptive reuse of schools;

(v) a prohibition on exclusionary zoning regulations that would
preclude lesser resourced families from living in the applicable school district;
and

(vi) whether costs associated with repurposing a non-school
building to use as a school should be included in a State aid to school
construction program;

(D) State base share. The Working Group shall make
recommendations as to whether to include a State base share and if so, whether
it shall be based on student or community poverty factors. The Working
Group shall consider factors such as local taxing capacity, student poverty
data, environmental justice metrics, and energy burden metrics.

(E) Incentives. The Working Group shall consider the use of
incentives or State share bonuses that align with Vermont’s educational
priorities with the goal of efficient and sustainable use of taxpayer supported
school construction aid to improve student learning environments and
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opportunities. The Working Group shall consider appropriate limits on
cumulative incentives and whether incentives shall be bundled for eligibility.
Policy areas to consider for incentives include:

(i) school safety and security;

(ii) health;

(iii) educational enhancements;

(iv) overcrowding solutions;

(v) environmental performance:

(vi) newer and fewer buildings;

(vii) historic preservation;

(viii) major renovations to improve PreK–12 systems educational
alignment and capacity;

(ix) replacement of facilities with a current facility condition
index of 65 percent or higher, in combination with other policy area
incentives; and

(x) schools identified with actionable levels of airborne PCBs and
other identified environmental hazards in critical education spaces.

(F) Assurance and certification process.

(i) The Working Group shall make recommendations for an
assurance and certification process and shall consider, at a minimum, the
following:

(I) a district’s commitment to adequate funding for ongoing
maintenance and operations of any State-funded improvements;

(II) a district’s assurance that it will provide adequate training
for facilities and custodial staff to properly operate and maintain systems
funded through State aid;

(III) a district to complete a full commissioning process as a
requirement to receive State funds at the end of the project; and

(IV) a clerk of the works throughout the lifespan of the project.

(ii) The Working Group shall also consider whether the assurance
and certification process shall be eligible for State funding support, as well as
whether a preferred vendor list for the commissioning process and clerk of the
works is advisable.
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(G) Environmental hazards and contaminants. The Working Group
shall make recommendations that approach environmental hazards and
contaminants in a comprehensive manner, incorporating existing programs into
the school construction aid program where possible.

(H) Pre-program construction aid. The Working Group shall
consider whether and to what extent State aid should be made available to
school districts that begin construction projects prior to the establishment or
renewal of a State school construction aid program.

(I) Current law. The Working Group shall review State statutes and
State Board of Education rules that concern or impact school construction and
make recommendations to the General Assembly for any amendments
necessary to align with the Working Group’s proposed construction aid
program.

(J) Efficiencies. The Working Group shall identify areas where
economizations or efficiencies might be gained in the creation of the program,
including consideration of the following:

(i) a prequalification process for consultants with experience in
the planning, renovation, and construction of kindergarten through grade 12
schools; and

(ii) cost containment strategies such as the use of building
templates for new construction, alternative project delivery, and consideration
of risk transfer.

(K) Fiscal modeling. The Working Group shall align the proposed
construction aid program with fiscal modeling produced by the Joint Fiscal
Office.

(L) School Construction Planning Guide. The Working Group shall
review the Vermont School Construction Planning Guide and make
recommendations for any amendments necessary to align with the Working
Group’s proposed construction aid program.

(M) Population considerations. The Working Group shall consider
and make recommendations as to whether, and if so, how, the unique needs of
different populations shall be taken into account in developing a statewide
school construction aid program, including the following populations:

(i) elementary students;

(ii) high school students;

(iii) supervisory unions with low population density, as defined by
16 V.S.A. § 4010(b)(2); and
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(iv) any other population the Working Group deems relevant to its
work and recommendations.

(N) Grant opportunities. The Working Group shall consider and
make recommendations as to whether, and if so, how State and federal grant
opportunities shall impact the Working Group’s proposed construction aid
program.

(O) Utilization of renewable energy. The Working Group shall make
recommendations that approach the utilization of renewable energy in a
comprehensive manner, incorporating existing programs and laws into the
school construction aid program where possible.

(P) Additional considerations. The Working Group may consider
any other topic, factor, or issue that it deems relevant to its work and
recommendations.

(2) The Working Group shall consult with the following entities in
developing its proposed plan to ensure all applicable areas of Vermont law and
federal funding opportunities are taken into consideration:

(A) the Agency of Education;

(B) the Agency of Natural Resources;

(C) the Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire Safety;

(D) the Natural Resources Board;

(E) the Agency of Commerce and Community Development,
Division for Historic Preservation;

(F) the U.S. Department of Education;

(G) U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development;

(H) the Vermont School Boards Association;

(I) the Vermont Superintendents Association;

(J) the Vermont Principals’ Association;

(K) the Vermont National Education Association;

(L) the Vermont Bond Bank;

(M) the Vermont Legal Aid Disability Law Project;

(N) the Department of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living,
Deaf, Hard of Hearing, DeafBlind Services;

(O) Vermont’s Congressional Delegation; and
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(P) any other entity the Working Group deems relevant to its work.

(d) Assistance. The Working Group shall have the administrative,
technical, and legal assistance of the Agency of Education, the Office of
Legislative Counsel, the Joint Fiscal Office, and the Office of Legislative
Operations.

(e) Proposed legislation. On or before December 15, 2024, the Working
Group shall submit its findings and recommendations in the form of proposed
legislation to the General Assembly.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Office of Legislative Counsel shall call the first meeting of the
Working Group to occur on or before August 1, 2024.

(2) The Working Group shall select co-chairs from among its members
at the first meeting, one a member of the House and the other a member from
the Senate.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Working Group shall cease to exist on December 31, 2024.

(g) Compensation and reimbursement. For attendance at meetings during
adjournment of the General Assembly, members of the Working Group shall
be entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant
to 2 V.S.A. § 23 for not more than 10 meetings. These payments shall be
made from monies appropriated to the General Assembly.

Sec. 5. APPROPRIATION; STATE AID FOR SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
WORKING GROUP

The sum of $15,000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to the
General Assembly in fiscal year 2025 for the purpose of funding travel by the
State Aid for School Construction Working Group pursuant to Sec. 4,
subsection (c) of this act and per diem compensation and reimbursement of
expenses pursuant to Sec. 4, subsection (g) of this act.

* * * Public Construction Bids * * *

Sec. 6. 16 V.S.A. § 559 is amended to read:

§ 559. PUBLIC BIDS

* * *

(b) High-cost construction contracts. When a school construction contract
exceeds $500,000.00 $2,000,000.00:
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(1) The State Board shall establish, in consultation with the
Commissioner of Buildings and General Services and with other
knowledgeable sources, general rules for the prequalification of bidders on
such a contract. The Department of Buildings and General Services, upon
notice by the Secretary, shall provide to school boards undergoing construction
projects suggestions and recommendations on bidders qualified to provide
construction services.

(2) At least 60 days prior to the proposed bid opening on any
construction contract to be awarded by a school board that exceeds
$500,000.00 $2,000,000.00, the school board shall publicly advertise for
contractors interested in bidding on the project. The advertisement shall
indicate that the school board has established prequalification criteria that a
contractor must meet and shall invite any interested contractor to apply to the
school board for prequalification. All interested contractors shall submit their
qualifications to the school board, which shall determine a list of eligible
prospective bidders based on the previously established criteria. At least 30
days prior to the proposed bid opening, the school board shall give written
notice of the board’s determination to each contractor that submitted
qualifications. The school board shall consider all bids submitted by
prequalified bidders meeting the deadline.

(c) Contract award.

(1) A contract for any such item or service to be obtained pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section shall be awarded to one of selected from among
the three or fewer lowest responsible bids conforming to specifications, with
consideration being given to quantities involved, time required for delivery,
purpose for which required, competency and responsibility of bidder, and his
or her the bidder’s ability to render satisfactory service. A board shall have
the right to reject any or all bids.

(2) A contract for any property, construction, good, or service to be
obtained pursuant to subsection (b) of this section shall be awarded to the
lowest responsible bid conforming to specifications. However, when
considering the base contract amount and without considering cost overruns, if
the two lowest responsible bids are within one percent of each other, the board
may award the contract to either bidder. A board shall have the right to reject
any bid found not to be responsible or conforming to specifications or to reject
all bids.

* * *
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* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 28, 2024, page 1040)

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Baruth for the Committee on Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with
proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Education, with
further recommendation of proposals of amendment as follows:

First: In Sec. 4, State Aid for School Construction Working Group; report,
in subsection (g), by striking out “10 meetings” and inserting in lieu thereof
six meetings unless additional meetings are authorized jointly by the Speaker
of the House and the President Pro Tempore, with a maximum of up to 10
meetings

Second: By striking out Sec. 5, appropriation; State Aid for School
Construction Working Group, in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new
Sec. 5 to read as follows:

Sec. 5. [Deleted.]

(Committee vote: 7-0-0)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2024

Third Reading

H. 614.

An act relating to land improvement fraud and timber trespass.

H. 661.

An act relating to child abuse and neglect investigation and substantiation
standards and procedures.

H. 847.

An act relating to peer support provider and recovery support specialist
certification.
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Second Reading

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 81.

An act relating to fair repair of agricultural equipment.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Wrenner for the Committee on Agriculture.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

(a) Findings. The General Assembly finds:

(1) The Vermont food, agriculture, and forest sectors are significant
components of the State’s economy, its rural heritage, and its identity as a
State.

(A) According to the Working Lands Enterprise Initiative, about 20
percent of Vermont’s land is used for agriculture, while another 78 percent is
forested. In surveys conducted by the Initiative, over 97 percent of
Vermonters expressed that they value the working landscape.

(B) The 2023 U.S. Food and Agriculture Industries Economic Impact
Study found that the food and agriculture industries in Vermont were
associated with nearly 104,000 jobs, $5.2 billion in wages, and $19.3 billion in
economic output.

(C) The Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund estimates that Vermont’s
forest products industry generates an annual economic output of $1.4 billion
and supports 10,500 jobs.

(2) Agricultural and forestry activity varies by season, is weather-
dependent, and is heavily reliant on having access to increasingly sophisticated
agricultural and forestry equipment. Vermont farmers’ and foresters’ access to
safe and reliable equipment is essential to timely planting, cultivating, tilling,
and harvesting of produce, protein, grain, timber, and other wood forest
products.

(3) The COVID-19 pandemic further highlighted the increased and
ongoing need for functional agricultural and forestry equipment as individuals
in Vermont increasingly rely on the equipment to guarantee access to food and
wood products during periods of supply chain disruption, raw material and
commodities shortages, and heightened food insecurity.
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(4) Authorized repair providers are important Vermont businesses that
play a critical role for farmers and foresters by offering access to diagnosis,
maintenance, and repair services for agricultural and forestry equipment.

(5) In general, original equipment manufacturers and authorized repair
providers are able to provide independent repair providers and owners with
adequate access to necessary parts for agricultural and forestry equipment.
However, in order to maintain complex safety and emissions systems,
limitations on software-related repairs implemented by original equipment
manufacturers have led to frustration for some customers.

(6) Due to workforce, seasonal workload, and geographic constraints,
authorized repair providers are not always able to meet the demand for timely
diagnosis, maintenance, or repair services to farmers and foresters in this State.

(7) As for many Vermont employers, critical workforce shortages
prevent authorized repair providers from operating at full staff capacity, which
can contribute to costly delays in performing diagnosis, maintenance, and
repair services.

(8) The need for more accessible and affordable repair options is felt
more acutely among specific sectors of the population, notably Vermont
residents in more rural and remote areas.

(9) Original equipment manufacturer shops and authorized repair
providers are sometimes not located close to owners or independent repair
providers, which may require owners or independent repair providers to travel
long distances for repair or to be without functioning agricultural or forestry
equipment for longer periods of time.

(10) Owners may be capable of performing their own diagnosis,
maintenance, and repair services for their equipment.

(11) Independent repair providers play a vital role in Vermont’s
economy. Providing access to information, parts, and diagnostic and repair
tools is essential in contributing to a competitive repair market and allowing
independent repair shop employees to fix equipment safely.

(12) Extending the useful life and efficient operation of equipment may
provide additional benefits for farmers, foresters, and the environment.

(A) Computerized components of modern agricultural and forestry
equipment include precious metals that are finite.

(B) Emissions of agricultural and forestry equipment are better
regulated and limited by functional software and hardware computer elements,
thereby increasing the need for access to timely and effective repairs to ensure
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optimal functionality that is within the confines of federal regulatory
limitations and existing technology needed to preserve intellectual property.

(13) Broader distribution of the information, tools, and parts necessary
to repair modern agricultural and forestry equipment may shorten repair times,
lengthen the useful lives of the equipment, lower costs for users, and benefit
the environment.

(b) Purpose. The purpose of this act is to ensure equitable access to the
parts, tools, and documentation that are necessary for independent repair
providers and owners to perform timely repair of agricultural and forestry
equipment in a safe, secure, reliable, and sustainable manner.

Sec. 2. SHORT TITLE

This act may be cited as the Fair Repair Act.

Sec. 3. 9 V.S.A. chapter 106 is added to read:

CHAPTER 106. AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY EQUIPMENT;
FAIR REPAIR

§ 4051. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Agricultural equipment” means a device, part of a device, or an
attachment to a device used principally off road and designed solely for an
agricultural purpose, including a tractor, trailer, or combine; implements for
tillage, planting, or cultivation; and other equipment principally associated
with livestock or crop production, horticulture, or floriculture.

(2)(A) “Authorized repair provider” means an individual or business
that has an arrangement with the original equipment manufacturer under which
the original equipment manufacturer grants to the individual or business a
license to use a trade name, service mark, or other proprietary identifier for the
purposes of offering the services of diagnosis, maintenance, or repair of
equipment under the name of the original equipment manufacturer or other
arrangement with the original equipment manufacturer to offer such services
on behalf of the original equipment manufacturer.

(B) An original equipment manufacturer that offers the services of
diagnosis, maintenance, or repair of its own equipment and that does not have
an arrangement described in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (2) with an
unaffiliated individual or business shall be considered an authorized repair
provider with respect to such equipment.
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(3) “Documentation” means any manual, diagram, reporting output,
service code description, schematic diagram, security code, password, or other
guidance or information, whether in an electronic or tangible format, to
perform the services of diagnosis, maintenance, or repair of agricultural or
forestry equipment.

(4) “Forestry equipment” means nondivisible equipment, implements,
accessories, and contrivances used principally off road and designed solely for
harvesting timber or for on-site processing of wood forest products necessary
to and associated with a logging operation.

(5) “Independent repair provider” means a person operating in this
State, either through a physical business location or through a mobile service
that offers on-site repairs in the State, that does not have an arrangement
described in subdivision (2) of this section with an original equipment
manufacturer and that is engaged in the services of diagnosis, maintenance, or
repair of agricultural or forestry equipment.

(6) “Memorandum of understanding” means an agreement that is:

(A) related to the right to repair of agricultural or forestry equipment;

(B) not legally binding; and

(C) between the original equipment manufacturer and the American
Farm Bureau Federation or similar organization that advocates on behalf of
farmers or loggers.

(7) “Original equipment manufacturer” means a person engaged in the
business of selling, leasing, or otherwise supplying new agricultural or forestry
equipment manufactured by or on behalf of itself to any individual or business.

(8) “Owner” means an individual or business that owns or leases
agricultural or forestry equipment used in this State.

(9) “Part” means any replacement part, either new or used, made
available by an original equipment manufacturer for purposes of effecting the
services of maintenance or repair of agricultural or forestry equipment
manufactured by or on behalf of, sold or otherwise supplied by, the original
equipment manufacturer.

(10) “Repair” means to maintain, diagnose, or fix agricultural or
forestry equipment resulting in the equipment being returned to its original
equipment manufacturer specifications. “Repair” does not include the ability
to:

(A) modify from original equipment specifications the embedded
software or code;
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(B) change any equipment or engine settings that negatively affect
emissions or safety compliance; or

(C) download or access the source code of any embedded software or
code.

(11) “Tools” means any software program, hardware implement, or
other apparatus used for diagnosis, maintenance, or repair of agricultural or
forestry equipment, including software or other mechanisms required to
restore the product to its original manufacturer, including any updates.

(12) “Trade secret” has the same meaning as provided in 18 U.S.C.
§ 1839.

§ 4052. AVAILABILITY OF PARTS, TOOLS, AND DOCUMENTATION

(a) Duty to make available parts, tools, and documentation.

(1) An original equipment manufacturer shall offer for sale or otherwise
make available to an independent repair provider or owner the parts, tools, and
documentation for diagnosis or repair.

(2) If agricultural or forestry equipment includes an electronic security
lock or other security-related function that must be unlocked, enabled, or
disabled to perform diagnosis, maintenance, or repair of the equipment, an
original equipment manufacturer may require a secured authorization process
in order to prevent access to the source code or infringement of intellectual
property in software or hardware owned by the original equipment
manufacturer or licensed to the original equipment manufacturer by a third
party and subject to terms of use.

(3) An original equipment manufacturer may satisfy its obligation to
make parts, tools, and documentation available to an independent repair
provider or owner through an authorized repair provider that consents to sell or
make available parts, tools, or documentation on behalf of the manufacturer.

(b) Terms; limitations. Under the terms governing the sale or provision of
parts, tools, and documentation, an original equipment manufacturer shall not
impose on an independent repair provider or owner an additional cost or
burden that is not reasonably necessary within the ordinary course of business
or is designed to be an impediment on the independent repair provider or
owner, including:

(1) a substantial obligation to use, or a restriction on the use of, the
parts, tools, or documentation necessary to diagnose, maintain, or repair
agricultural or forestry equipment;
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(2) a condition that the independent repair provider or owner become an
authorized repair provider of the original equipment manufacturer; or

(3) an additional burden or material change that adversely affects the
timeliness or method of delivering parts, tools, or documentation.

§ 4053. ATTORNEY GENERAL ENFORCEMENT; NOTICE

(a) A violation of this section shall be deemed a violation of the Consumer
Protection Act, 9 V.S.A. chapter 63, provided that no private right of action
shall arise from the provisions of this act. The Attorney General has the same
authority to make rules, conduct civil investigations, enter into assurances of
discontinuance, and bring civil actions as provided under 9 V.S.A. chapter 63,
subchapter 1.

(b) The Attorney General shall be notified in writing by the original
equipment manufacturer not later than 30 days after a memorandum of
understanding expires or has been terminated, withdrawn, or canceled by an
original equipment manufacturer subject to this chapter.

§ 4054. APPLICATION; LIMITATIONS

(a) This chapter does not require an original equipment manufacturer to
divulge a trade secret to an owner or an independent repair provider.

(b) This chapter does not alter the terms of any arrangement described in
subdivision 4051(2)(A) of this title in force between an authorized repair
provider and an original equipment manufacturer, including the performance
or provision of warranty or recall repair work by an authorized repair provider
on behalf of an original equipment manufacturer pursuant to such
arrangement, except that any provision governing such an arrangement that
purports to waive, avoid, restrict, or limit the original equipment
manufacturer’s obligations to comply with this chapter is void and
unenforceable.

(c) This chapter does not alter the terms of a lease of agricultural or
forestry equipment between an owner and another person.

(d) An independent repair provider or owner shall not:

(1) modify agricultural or forestry equipment to temporarily deactivate
safety notification systems, except as necessary to provide diagnosis,
maintenance, or repair services;

(2) access any function of a tool that enables the independent repair
provider or owner to change the settings for a piece of agricultural or forestry
equipment in a manner that brings the equipment out of compliance with the
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original manufacturer specifications or any applicable federal, state, or local
safety or emissions laws; or

(3) obtain or use parts, tools, or documentation to evade or violate
emissions, copyright, trademark, or patent laws or to engage in any other
illegal activity.

(e) Original equipment manufacturers and authorized repair providers are
not liable for faulty or otherwise improper repairs completed by independent
repair providers or owners, including repairs that cause:

(1) damage to agricultural or forestry equipment that occurs during such
repairs; and

(2) an inability to use, or the reduced functionality of, agricultural or
forestry equipment resulting from the faulty or otherwise improper repair.

(f) In the event that federal law preempts part of the activity regulated by
this chapter, this chapter shall be construed to regulate activity that has not
been preempted.

(g) This chapter shall not apply to an original equipment manufacturer that
has entered into a memorandum of understanding that substantially
incorporates the provisions of this chapter. In the event that a memorandum of
understanding expires or is terminated, withdrawn, or canceled, the original
equipment manufacturer shall be required to comply with all provisions of this
chapter no later than 30 days upon such termination, withdrawal, cancellation,
or expiration.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on January 1, 2026.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of May 4, 2023, pages 1392 -
1402)

H. 745.

An act relating to the Vermont Parentage Act.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Hashim for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:
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First: By adding a new section to be Sec. 11a to read as follows:

Sec. 11a. 15C V.S.A. § 802(f) is added to read:

(f) A surrogacy agreement that substantially complies with this section and
section 801 of this title is enforceable.

Second: By adding five new sections to be Secs. 13a–e to read as follows:

Sec. 13a. 15 V.S.A. § 293 is amended to read:

§ 293. WHEN PARENTS LIVE SEPARATELY

(a) When parents of minor children, or parents and stepparents of minor
children, whether said parents are married or unmarried, are living separately,
on the complaint of either parent or stepparent or, if it is a party in interest, the
Department for Children and Families, the Family Division of the Superior
Court may make such decree concerning parental rights and responsibilities
and parent-child contact (as defined in section 664 of this title), and the
support of the children, as in cases where either parent deserts or without just
cause fails to support the children. Thereafter on the motion of either of the
parents, the stepparent, or the Department for Children and Families, the court
may annul, vary, or modify the decrees.

(b) Any legal presumption of parentage as set forth in section 308 of this
title 15C V.S.A. § 401 or an unrescinded acknowledgment of parentage signed
by the parties and executed in accordance with 15C V.S.A. § 301 shall be
sufficient basis for initiating a support action under this section without any
further proceedings to establish parentage. If a party raises an objection to the
presumption, the court may determine the issue of parentage as part of the
support action. If no written objection to the presumption is raised, an order
under this section shall constitute a judgment on the issue of parentage.

Sec. 13b. REPEAL

15 V.S.A. § 294 (man in the house) is repealed.

Sec. 13c. 15 V.S.A. § 295 is amended to read:

§ 295. SUBSTITUTE HUSBAND AND FATHER SERVICE OF
COMPLAINT

When a complaint is made under section 292, 293 or 294 of this title, a
summons shall be issued to the other party directing him to cause his
appearance therein to be entered such person to appear not later than 21 days
after the date of the service thereof and show cause why the prayer of the
complaint should not be granted, which. The summons and the complaint
shall be served on such the party as provided by section 596 or by section 597
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of this title Rule 4.0 of the Vermont Rules for Family Proceedings. After the
filing of such the complaint, the Superior Court in which the cause is pending,
or any Superior judge, may, on application of either party make such order
concerning the care and custody of the minor children during the pendency of
the complaint, as is deemed expedient and for the benefit of such children.

Sec. 13d. 15 V.S.A. § 780(7) is amended to read:

(7) “Support order” means any judgment, order, or contract for support
enforceable in this state State, including, but not limited to, orders issued
pursuant to:

(A) 15 V.S.A. chapter chapters 5 (relating to desertion and support
and parentage), 7 (relating to URESA) or and 11 (relating to annulment and
divorce);

(B) 15B V.S.A. chapters 1–19 (relating to Uniform Interstate Family
Support Act); and

(C) 15C V.S.A. chapters 1–8 (relating to parentage proceedings).

Sec. 13e. 15C V.S.A. § 808(a) is amended to read:

(a) Not enforceable. A gestational carrier agreement that does not
substantially meet the requirements of this chapter is not enforceable.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of February 22, 2024, pages
298 - 309 and February 23, 2024, page 310)

NEW BUSINESS

Third Reading

H. 289.

An act relating to the Renewable Energy Standard.

House Proposals of Amendment

S. 58.

An act relating to public safety

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Big 12 Juvenile Offenses * * *

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 5201 is amended to read:

§ 5201. COMMENCEMENT OF DELINQUENCY PROCEEDINGS

* * *
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(c)(1) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have
committed an act specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title after attaining 14
years of age, but not 22 years of age, shall originate in the Criminal Division
of the Superior Court, provided that jurisdiction may be transferred in
accordance with this chapter and chapter 52A of this title, unless the State’s
Attorney files the charge directly as a youthful offender petition in the Family
Division.

(2)(A) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have
committed one of the following acts after attaining 14 years of age, but not
22 years of age, shall originate in the Criminal Division of the Superior Court,
provided that jurisdiction may be transferred in accordance with this chapter
and chapter 52A of this title, unless the State’s Attorney files the charge
directly as a youthful offender petition in the Family Division:

(i) a violation of a condition of release as defined in 13 V.S.A.
§ 7559 imposed by the Criminal Division for any of the offenses listed in
subsection 5204(a) of this title; or

(ii) a violation of a condition of release as defined in 13 V.S.A.
§ 7559 imposed by the Criminal Division for an offense that was transferred
from the Family Division pursuant to section 5204 of this title.

(B) This subdivision (2) shall not apply to a proceeding that is the
subject of a final order accepting the case for youthful offender treatment
pursuant to subsection 5281(d) of this title.

(3) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have
committed one of the following acts after attaining 16 years of age, but not 22
years of age, shall originate in the Criminal Division of the Superior Court,
provided that jurisdiction may be transferred in accordance with this chapter
and chapter 52A of this title, unless the State’s Attorney files the charge
directly as a youthful offender petition in the Family Division:

(A) using a firearm while committing a felony in violation of
13 V.S.A. § 4005, or an attempt to commit that offense;

(B) trafficking a regulated drug in violation of 18 V.S.A. chapter 84,
subchapter 1, or an attempt to commit that offense; or

(C) aggravated stalking as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 1063(a)(3), or an
attempt to commit that offense.

(d) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have committed
any offense other than those specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title or
subdivision (c)(2) or (3) of this section before attaining 19 years of age shall
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originate in the Family Division of the Superior Court, provided that
jurisdiction may be transferred in accordance with this chapter.

* * *

Sec. 1a. 33 V.S.A. § 5203 is amended to read:

§ 5203. TRANSFER FROM OTHER COURTS

(a) If it appears to a Criminal Division of the Superior Court that the
defendant was under 19 years of age at the time the offense charged was
alleged to have been committed and the offense charged is an offense not
specified in subsection 5204(a) or subdivision 5201(c)(2) or (3) of this title,
that court shall forthwith transfer the proceeding to the Family Division of the
Superior Court under the authority of this chapter, and the minor shall then be
considered to be subject to this chapter as a child charged with a delinquent
act.

(b) If it appears to a Criminal Division of the Superior Court that the
defendant had attained 14 years of age but not 18 years of age at the time an
offense specified in subsection 5204(a) or subdivision 5201(c)(2) or (3) of this
title was alleged to have been committed, that court may forthwith transfer the
proceeding to the Family Division of the Superior Court under the authority of
this chapter, and the minor shall then be considered to be subject to this
chapter as a child charged with a delinquent act.

(c) If it appears to the State’s Attorney that the defendant was under 19
years of age at the time the felony offense charged was alleged to have been
committed and the felony charged is not an offense specified in subsection
5204(a) or subdivision 5201(c)(2) or (3) of this title, the State’s Attorney shall
file charges in the Family Division of the Superior Court, pursuant to section
5201 of this title. The Family Division may transfer the proceeding to the
Criminal Division pursuant to section 5204 of this title.

* * *

Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A. § 5204 is amended to read:

§ 5204. TRANSFER FROM FAMILY DIVISION OF THE SUPERIOR
COURT

(a) After a petition has been filed alleging delinquency, upon motion of the
State’s Attorney and after hearing, the Family Division of the Superior Court
may transfer jurisdiction of the proceeding to the Criminal Division of the
Superior Court if the child had attained 16 years of age but not 19 years of age
at the time the act was alleged to have occurred and the delinquent act set forth
in the petition is a felony not specified in subdivisions (1)–(12)(11) of this
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subsection or if the child had attained 12 years of age but not 14 years of age
at the time the act was alleged to have occurred, and if the delinquent act set
forth in the petition was any of the following:

* * *

(10) sexual assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3252(a)(1) or (a)(2) or an
attempt to commit that offense; or

(11) aggravated sexual assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3253 and
aggravated sexual assault of a child as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3253a or an
attempt to commit either of those offenses; or

(12) burglary into an occupied dwelling as defined in 13 V.S.A.
§ 1201(c) or an attempt to commit that offense.

(b)(1) The State’s Attorney of the county where the juvenile petition is
pending may move in the Family Division of the Superior Court for an order
transferring jurisdiction under subsection (a) of this section at any time prior to
adjudication on the merits. The filing of the motion to transfer jurisdiction
shall automatically stay the time for the hearing provided for in section 5225
of this title, which stay shall remain in effect until such time as the Family
Division of the Superior Court may deny the motion to transfer jurisdiction.

(2)(A)(i) The Family Division of the Superior Court shall hold a hearing
under subsection (c) of this section to determine whether jurisdiction should be
transferred to the Criminal Division under subsection (a) of this section if the
delinquent act set forth in the petition is:

(I) a felony violation of 18 V.S.A. chapter 84 for selling or
trafficking a regulated drug [Repealed.];

(II) human trafficking or aggravated human trafficking in
violation of 13 V.S.A. § 2652 or 2653;

(III) defacing a firearm’s serial number in violation of 13
V.S.A. § 4024; or

(IV) straw purchasing of firearm in violation of 13 V.S.A.
§ 4025; and

(ii) the child had attained 16 years of age but not 19 years of age
at the time the act was alleged to have occurred.

* * *
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* * * Raise the Age * * *

Sec. 3. 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 201, Secs. 17–19, are amended to read:

Sec. 17. [Deleted.]

Sec. 18. [Deleted.]

Sec. 19. [Deleted.]

Sec. 4. 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 201, Sec. 21, as amended by 2022 Acts
and Resolves No. 160, Sec. 1, and 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 23, Sec. 12, is
further amended to read:

Sec. 21. EFFECTIVE DATES

* * *

(d) Secs. 17–19 shall take effect on July 1, 2024. [Deleted.]

Sec. 5. 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 124, Secs. 3 and 7, are amended to read:

Sec. 3. [Deleted.]

Sec. 7. [Deleted.]

Sec. 6. 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 124, Sec. 12, as amended by 2022 Acts
and Resolves No. 160, Sec. 2, and 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 23, Sec. 13, is
further amended to read:

Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 3 (33 V.S.A. § 5103(c)) and 7 (33 V.S.A. § 5206) shall take effect
on July 1, 2024. [Deleted.]

* * *

Sec. 7. 33 V.S.A. § 5201(d) is amended to read:

(d) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have committed
any offense other than those specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title or
subdivision (c)(2) or (3) of this section before attaining 19 20 years of age
shall originate in the Family Division of the Superior Court, provided that
jurisdiction may be transferred in accordance with this chapter.

Sec. 8. 33 V.S.A. § 5203 is amended to read:

§ 5203. TRANSFER FROM OTHER COURTS

(a) If it appears to a Criminal Division of the Superior Court that the
defendant was under 19 20 years of age at the time the offense charged was
alleged to have been committed and the offense charged is an offense not
specified in subsection 5204(a) or subdivision 5201(c)(2) or (3) of this title,
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that court shall forthwith transfer the proceeding to the Family Division of the
Superior Court under the authority of this chapter, and the minor shall then be
considered to be subject to this chapter as a child charged with a delinquent
act.

* * *

(c) If it appears to the State’s Attorney that the defendant was under 19 20
years of age at the time the felony offense charged was alleged to have been
committed and the felony charged is not an offense specified in subsection
5204(a) or subdivision 5201(c)(2) or (3) of this title, the State’s Attorney shall
file charges in the Family Division of the Superior Court, pursuant to section
5201 of this title. The Family Division may transfer the proceeding to the
Criminal Division pursuant to section 5204 of this title.

* * *

Sec. 9. 33 V.S.A. § 5204 is amended to read:

§ 5204. TRANSFER FROM FAMILY DIVISION OF THE SUPERIOR
COURT

(a) After a petition has been filed alleging delinquency, upon motion of the
State’s Attorney and after hearing, the Family Division of the Superior Court
may transfer jurisdiction of the proceeding to the Criminal Division of the
Superior Court if the child had attained 16 years of age but not 19 20 years of
age at the time the act was alleged to have occurred and the delinquent act set
forth in the petition is a felony not specified in subdivisions (1)–(11) of this
subsection or if the child had attained 12 years of age but not 14 years of age
at the time the act was alleged to have occurred, and if the delinquent act set
forth in the petition was any of the following:

* * *

Sec. 10. 33 V.S.A. § 5103(c) is amended to read:

(c)(1) Except as otherwise provided by this title and by subdivision (2) of
this subsection, jurisdiction over a child shall not be extended beyond the
child’s 18th birthday.

(2)(A) Jurisdiction over a child with a delinquency may be extended
until six months beyond the child’s:

(i) 19th birthday if the child was 16 or 17 years of age when he or
she the child committed the offense; or

(ii) 20th birthday if the child was 18 years of age when he or she
the child committed the offense; or
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(iii) 21st birthday if the child was 19 years of age when the child
committed the offense.

* * *

Sec. 11. 33 V.S.A. § 5206 is amended to read:

§ 5206. CITATION OF 16- TO 18-YEAR OLDS 19-YEAR-OLDS

(a)(1) If a child was over 16 years of age and under 19 20 years of age at
the time the offense was alleged to have been committed and the offense is not
specified in subsection (b) of this section, law enforcement shall cite the child
to the Family Division of the Superior Court.

* * *

Sec. 12. BIMONTHLY PROGRESS REPORTS TO JOINT LEGISLATIVE
JUSTICE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

(a) On or before the last day of every other month from July 2024 through
March 2025, the Agency of Human Services shall report to the Joint
Legislative Justice Oversight Committee, the Senate and House Committees on
Judiciary, the House Committee on Corrections and Institutions, the House
Committee on Human Services, and the Senate Committee on Health and
Welfare on its progress toward implementing the requirement of Secs. 7–11 of
this act that the Raise the Age initiative take effect on April 1, 2025. The
progress reports required by this section shall describe progress toward
implementation of the Raise the Age initiative, as measured by qualitative and
quantitative data related to the following priorities:

(1) establishing a secure residential facility;

(2) expanding capacity for nonresidential treatment programs to provide
community-based services;

(3) ensuring that residential treatment programs are used appropriately
and to their full potential;

(4) expanding capacity for Balanced and Restorative Justice (BARJ)
contracts;

(5) expanding capacity for the provision of services to children with
developmental disabilities;

(6) establishing a stabilization program for children who are
experiencing a mental health crisis;

(7) enhancing long-term treatment for children;
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(8) programming to help children, particularly 18- and 19-year-olds,
transition from youth to adulthood;

(9) developing district-specific data and information on family services
workforce development, including turnover, retention, and vacancy rates;
times needed to fill open positions; training opportunities and needs; and
instituting a positive culture for employees;

(10) installation of a comprehensive child welfare information system;
and

(11) plans for and measures taken to secure funding for the goals listed
in this section.

(b) Failure to meet one or more of the progress report elements listed in
subsection (a) of this section shall not be a basis for extending the
implementation of the Raise the Age initiative beyond April 1, 2025.

* * * Drug Crimes * * *

Sec. 13. 18 V.S.A. § 4201 is amended to read:

§ 4201. DEFINITIONS

* * *

(29) “Regulated drug” means:

(A) a narcotic drug;

(B) a depressant or stimulant drug, other than methamphetamine;

(C) a hallucinogenic drug;

(D) Ecstasy;

(E) cannabis; or

(F) methamphetamine; or

(G) xylazine.

* * *

(48) “Fentanyl” means any quantity of fentanyl, including any
compound, mixture, or preparation including salts, isomers, or salts of isomers
containing fentanyl. “Fentanyl” also means fentanyl-related substances as
defined in rules adopted by the Department of Health pursuant to section 4202
of this title.
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(49) “Xylazine” means any compound, mixture, or preparation
including salts, isomers, or salts of isomers containing N-(2,6-
dimethylphenyl)-5,6-dihydro-4H-1,3-thiazin-2-amine.

Sec. 14. 18 V.S.A. § 4233a is amended to read:

§ 4233a. FENTANYL

(a) Selling or dispensing.

(1) A person knowingly and unlawfully dispensing fentanyl shall be
imprisoned not more than three years or fined not more than $75,000.00, or
both. A person knowingly and unlawfully selling fentanyl shall be imprisoned
not more than five years or fined not more than $100,000.00, or both.

(2) A person knowingly and unlawfully selling or dispensing fentanyl in
an amount consisting of four milligrams or more of one or more preparations,
compounds, mixtures, or substances containing fentanyl shall be imprisoned
not more than 10 years or fined not more than $250,000.00, or both.

(3) A person knowingly and unlawfully selling or dispensing fentanyl in
an amount consisting of 20 milligrams or more of one or more preparations,
compounds, mixtures, or substances containing fentanyl shall be imprisoned
not more than 20 years or fined not more than $1,000,000.00, or both.

(4) In lieu of a charge under this subsection, but in addition to any other
penalties provided by law, a person knowingly and unlawfully selling or
dispensing any regulated drug containing a detectable amount of fentanyl shall
be imprisoned not more than five years or fined not more than $250,000.00, or
both.

(b) Trafficking. A person knowingly and unlawfully possessing fentanyl in
an amount consisting of 70 milligrams or more of one or more preparations,
compounds, mixtures, or substances containing fentanyl with the intent to sell
or dispense the fentanyl shall be imprisoned not more than 30 years or fined
not more than $1,000,000.00, or both. There shall be a permissive inference
that a person who possesses fentanyl in an amount of 70 milligrams or more of
one or more preparations, compounds, mixtures, or substances containing
fentanyl intends to sell or dispense the fentanyl. The amount of possessed
fentanyl under this subsection to sustain a charge of conspiracy under 13
V.S.A. § 1404 shall be not less than 70 milligrams in the aggregate.

(c) Transportation into the State. In addition to any other penalties
provided by law, a person knowingly and unlawfully transporting more than
20 milligrams of fentanyl into Vermont with the intent to sell or dispense the
fentanyl shall be imprisoned not more than 10 years or fined not more than
$100,000.00, or both.
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(d) As used in this section, “knowingly” means:

(1) the defendant had actual knowledge that one or more preparations,
compounds, mixtures, or substances contained the regulated drug identified in
the applicable section of this chapter; or

(2) the defendant:

(A) subjectively believed that there is a high probability that one or
more preparations, compounds, mixtures, or substances contained the
regulated drug identified in the applicable section of this chapter; and

(B) took deliberate actions to avoid learning that one or more
preparations, compounds, mixtures, or substances contained the regulated drug
identified in the applicable section of this chapter.

Sec. 15. 18 V.S.A. § 4234 is amended to read:

§ 4234. DEPRESSANT, STIMULANT, AND NARCOTIC DRUGS

(a) Possession.

(1)(A) Except as provided by subdivision (B) of this subdivision (1), a
person knowingly and unlawfully possessing a depressant, stimulant, or
narcotic drug, other than heroin or cocaine, shall be imprisoned not more than
one year or fined not more than $2,000.00, or both.

(B) A person knowingly and unlawfully possessing 224 milligrams
or less of buprenorphine shall not be punished in accordance with subdivision
(A) of this subdivision (1).

(2) A person knowingly and unlawfully possessing a depressant,
stimulant, or narcotic drug, other than heroin or cocaine, consisting of 100
times a benchmark unlawful dosage or its equivalent shall be imprisoned not
more than five years or fined not more than $25,000.00, or both.

(3) A person knowingly and unlawfully possessing a depressant,
stimulant, or narcotic drug, other than heroin or cocaine, consisting of 1,000
times a benchmark unlawful dosage or its equivalent shall be imprisoned not
more than 10 years or fined not more than $100,000.00, or both.

(4) A person knowingly and unlawfully possessing a depressant,
stimulant, or narcotic drug, other than heroin or cocaine, consisting of 10,000
times a benchmark unlawful dosage or its equivalent shall be imprisoned not
more than 20 years or fined not more than $500,000.00, or both.
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(b) Selling or dispensing.

(1) A person knowingly and unlawfully dispensing a depressant,
stimulant, or narcotic drug, other than fentanyl, heroin, or cocaine, shall be
imprisoned not more than three years or fined not more than $75,000.00, or
both. A person knowingly and unlawfully selling a depressant, stimulant, or
narcotic drug, other than fentanyl, cocaine, or heroin, shall be imprisoned not
more than five years or fined not more than $25,000.00, or both.

(2) A person knowingly and unlawfully selling or dispensing a
depressant, stimulant, or narcotic drug, other than fentanyl, heroin, or cocaine,
consisting of 100 times a benchmark unlawful dosage or its equivalent shall be
imprisoned not more than 10 years or fined not more than $100,000.00, or
both.

(3) A person knowingly and unlawfully selling or dispensing a
depressant, stimulant, or narcotic drug, other than fentanyl, heroin, or cocaine,
consisting of 1,000 times a benchmark unlawful dosage or its equivalent shall
be imprisoned not more than 20 years or fined not more than $500,000.00, or
both.

(4) As used in this subsection, “knowingly” means:

(A) the defendant had actual knowledge that one or more
preparations, compounds, mixtures, or substances contained the regulated drug
identified in the applicable section of this chapter; or

(B) the defendant:

(i) subjectively believed that there is a high probability that one or
more preparations, compounds, mixtures, or substances contained the
regulated drug identified in the applicable section of this chapter; and

(ii) took deliberate actions to avoid learning that one or more
preparations, compounds, mixtures, or substances contained the regulated drug
identified in the applicable section of this chapter.

(c) Possession of buprenorphine by a person under 21 years of age.

(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, a person
under 21 years of age who knowingly and unlawfully possesses 224
milligrams or less of buprenorphine commits a civil violation and shall be
subject to the provisions of section 4230b of this title.

(2) A person under 16 years of age who knowingly and unlawfully
possesses 224 milligrams or less of buprenorphine commits a delinquent act
and shall be subject to the provisions of section 4230j of this title.
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Sec. 16. 18 V.S.A. § 4233b is added to read:

§ 4233b. XYLAZINE

(a) No person shall dispense or sell xylazine except as provided in
subsection (b) of this section.

(b) The following are permitted activities related to xylazine:

(1) dispensing or prescribing for, or administration to, a nonhuman
species a drug containing xylazine approved by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services pursuant to section 512 of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act as provided in 21 U.S.C. § 360b;

(2) dispensing or prescribing for, or administration to, a nonhuman
species permissible pursuant to section 512(a)(4) of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act as provided in 21 U.S.C. § 360b(a)(4);

(3) manufacturing, distribution, or use of xylazine as an active
pharmaceutical ingredient for manufacturing an animal drug approved under
section 512 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act as provided in
21 U.S.C. § 360b or issued an investigation use exemption pursuant to section
512(j);

(4) manufacturing, distribution, or use of a xylazine bulk chemical for
pharmaceutical compounding by licensed pharmacists or veterinarians; and

(5) any other use approved or permissible under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

(c) A person knowingly and unlawfully dispensing xylazine shall be
imprisoned not more than three years or fined not more than $75,000.00, or
both. A person knowingly and unlawfully selling xylazine shall be imprisoned
not more than five years or fined not more than $100,000.00, or both.

Sec. 17. 18 V.S.A. § 4250 is amended to read:

§ 4250. SELLING OR DISPENSING A REGULATED DRUG WITH
DEATH RESULTING

(a) If the death of a person results from the selling or dispensing of a
regulated drug to the person in violation of this chapter, the person convicted
of the violation shall be imprisoned not less than two years nor more than
20 years.

(b) This section shall apply only if the person’s use of the regulated drug is
the proximate cause of his or her the person’s death. The fact that a dispensed
or sold substance contains more than one regulated drug shall not be a defense
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under this section if the proximate cause of death is the use of the dispensed or
sold substance containing more than one regulated drug.

(c)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the two-
year minimum term of imprisonment required by this section shall be served
and may not be suspended, deferred, or served as a supervised sentence. The
defendant shall not be eligible for probation, parole, furlough, or any other
type of early release until the expiration of the two-year term of imprisonment.

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, the court may
impose a sentence that does not include a term of imprisonment or that
includes a term of imprisonment of less than two years if the court makes
findings on the record that the sentence will serve the interests of justice.

Sec. 18. 18 V.S.A. § 4252a is added to read:

§ 4252a. UNLAWFUL DRUG ACTIVITY IN A DWELLING; FLASH
CITATION

Except for good cause shown, a person cited or arrested for dispensing or
selling a regulated drug in violation of this chapter shall be arraigned on the
next business day after the citation or arrest if the alleged illegal activity
occurred at a dwelling where the person is not a legal tenant.

Sec. 19. 18 V.S.A. § 4254(j) is added to read:

(j) To encourage persons to seek medical assistance for someone who is
experiencing an overdose, the Department of Health, in partnership with
entities that provide education, outreach, and services regarding substance use
disorder, shall engage in continuous efforts to publicize the immunity
protections provided in this section.

* * * Report * * *

Sec. 20. WORKING GROUP ON TRANSFERS OF JUVENILE
PROCEEDINGS FROM THE FAMILY DIVISION TO THE
CRIMINAL DIVISON

(a) On or before December 15, 2025, a joint report on options for creating
an expedited process for transfers of juvenile proceedings from the Family
Division of the Superior Court to the Criminal Division of the Superior Court
shall be submitted to the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary by a
working group composed of the following parties:

(1) the Chief Superior Judge or designee, who shall be chair of the
working group;

(2) the Defender General or designee;
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(3) the Executive Director of the Department of State’s Attorneys and
Sheriffs or designee; and

(4) the Commissioner of the Department for Children and Families or
designee.

(b) the report required by this section may be in the form of proposed
legislation and shall include recommendations on the following topics:

(1) the changes in law that would be necessary if the Vermont juvenile
justice system were restructured so that all cases alleging criminal violations
by youths under 19 years of age started in the Family Division of the Superior
Court, including alleged violations of 33 V.S.A. §§ 5204(a) and 5201(c)(2) or
(3);

(2) whether cases alleging criminal violations by youths under 20 years
of age should also begin in the Family Division; and

(3) statutory options for creating an expedited court process for more
serious offenses that would permit transfer of proceedings from the Family
Division of the Superior Court to the Criminal Division of the Superior Court
without requiring the full transfer hearing process of 33 V.S.A. § 5204,
including the offenses and offender age ranges that would qualify for the
expedited process.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 21. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 1–6, 12–20, and this section shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(b) Secs. 7–11 shall take effect on April 1, 2025.

S. 184.

An act relating to the temporary use of automated traffic law enforcement
(ATLE) systems

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. PURPOSE; AUTOMATED TRAFFIC LAW ENFORCEMENT

The purpose of this act is to improve work crew safety and reduce traffic
crashes in limited-access highway work zones by establishing an automated
traffic law enforcement (ATLE) pilot program that uses radar and cameras to
enforce speeding violations against the registered owner of the violating motor
vehicle.
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Sec. 1a. 23 V.S.A. chapter 15 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 15. POWERS OF ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

Subchapter 1. General Provisions

§ 1600. DEFINITION

Notwithstanding subdivision 4(4) of this title, as used in this chapter,
“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Public Safety.

* * *

Subchapter 2. Automated Law Enforcement

§ 1605. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Active data” is distinct from historical data as defined in
subdivision (5) of this section and means data uploaded to individual
automated license plate recognition system units before operation as well as
data gathered during the operation of an ALPR system. Any data collected by
an ALPR system in accordance with section 1607 of this subchapter shall be
considered collected for a legitimate law enforcement purpose.

(2) “Automated license plate recognition system” or “ALPR system”
means a system of one or more mobile or fixed high-speed cameras combined
with computer algorithms to convert images of registration number plates into
computer-readable data.

(3) “Automated traffic law enforcement system” or “ATLE system”
means a device with one or more sensors working in conjunction with a speed
measuring device to produce recorded images of the rear registration number
plates of motor vehicles traveling at more than 10 miles above the speed limit.

(4) “Calibration laboratory” means an International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) 17025 accredited testing laboratory that is approved by
the Commissioner of Public Safety.

(5) “Historical data” means any data collected by an ALPR system and
stored on the statewide automated law enforcement server operated by the
Vermont Justice Information Sharing System of the Department of Public
Safety. Any data collected by an ALPR system in accordance with section
1607 of this subchapter shall be considered collected for a legitimate law
enforcement purpose.
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(6) “Law enforcement officer” means an individual certified by the
Vermont Criminal Justice Council as a Level II or Level III law enforcement
officer under 20 V.S.A. § 2358 and is a State Police officer, municipal police
officer, sheriff, or deputy sheriff; or a constable who exercises law
enforcement authority pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1936a.

(7) “Legitimate law enforcement purpose” applies to access to active or
historical data and means investigation, detection, analysis, or enforcement of
a crime or of a commercial motor vehicle violation or a person’s defense
against a charge of a crime or commercial motor vehicle violation, or
operation of AMBER alerts or missing or endangered person searches.

(8) “Owner” means the first or only listed registered owner of a motor
vehicle or the first or only listed lessee of a motor vehicle under a lease of one
year or more.

(9) “Recorded image” means a photograph, microphotograph, electronic
image, or electronic video that shows, clearly enough to identify, the rear
registration number plate of a motor vehicle that has activated the radar
component of an ATLE system by traveling past the ATLE system at more
than 10 miles above the speed limit.

(10) “Vermont Intelligence Center analyst” means any sworn or civilian
employee who through employment with the Vermont Intelligence Center
(VIC) has access to secure storage systems that support law enforcement
investigations.

§ 1606. AUTOMATED TRAFFIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SYSTEMS;
SPEEDING

(a) Use. Deployment of ATLE systems on behalf of the Agency of
Transportation by a third party pursuant to subsection (b) of this section is
intended to investigate the benefits of automated law enforcement for speeding
violations as a way to improve work crew safety and reduce traffic crashes
resulting from an increased adherence to traffic laws achieved by effective
deterrence of potential violators, which could not be achieved by traditional
law enforcement methods or traffic calming measures, or both. Deployment of
ATLE systems on behalf of the Agency is not intended to replace law
enforcement personnel, nor is it intended to mitigate problems caused by
deficient road design, construction, or maintenance.

(b) Vendor.

(1) The Agency of Transportation shall enter into a contract with a third
party for the operation and deployment of ATLE systems on behalf of the
Agency.
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(2) The Agency, in consultation with the Department of Public Safety,
may require the vendor to maintain a storage system to store any recorded
images or other data collected by the ATLE system. Any storage system shall
adhere to the use, retention, and limitation requirements pursuant to this
section.

(c) Locations. An ATLE system may only be utilized at a location in the
vicinity of a work zone on a limited-access highway under the jurisdiction of
the Agency of Transportation and selected by the Agency, provided that:

(1) the Agency shall document through an appropriate engineering
analysis that the location meets highway standards;

(2) the ATLE system is not used as a means of combating deficiencies in
roadway design or environment;

(3) at least two signs notifying members of the traveling public of the
use of an ATLE system are in place before any recorded images or other data
is collected by the ATLE system;

(4) there is a sign at the end of the work zone;

(5) the ATLE system is only in operation when workers are present in
the work zone and at least one of the signs required under subdivision (3) of
this subsection indicates whether the ATLE system is currently in operation;
and

(6) there is notice of the use of the ATLE system on the Agency’s
website, including the location and typical hours when workers are present and
the ATLE system is in operation.

(d) Daily log.

(1) The vendor that deploys an ATLE system in accordance with this
section must maintain a daily log for each deployed ATLE system that
includes:

(A) the date, time, and location of the ATLE system setup;

(B) a demonstration that the equipment is operating properly before
and after daily use;

(C) a verification that the signage and equipment placement meet
applicable highway standards; and

(D) the name of the employee who performed any self-tests required
by the ATLE system manufacturer and the results of those self-tests.
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(2) The daily log shall be retained for not fewer than three years by the
Agency and admissible in any proceeding for a violation involving ATLE
systems deployed on behalf of the Agency.

(e) Annual calibration. All ATLE systems shall undergo an annual
calibration check performed by an independent calibration laboratory. The
calibration laboratory shall issue a signed certificate of calibration after the
annual calibration check, which shall be retained for not fewer than three years
by the Agency and admissible in any proceeding for a violation involving the
ATLE system.

(f) Penalty.

(1) The owner of the motor vehicle bearing the rear registration number
plate captured in a recorded image shall be liable for one of the following civil
penalties unless, for the violation in question, the owner is convicted of
exceeding the speed limit under chapter 13 of this title or has a defense under
subsection (h) of this section:

(A) $0.00, which shall be exempt from surcharges under 13 V.S.A.
§ 7282(a), for a first violation within 12 months;

(B) $80.00 for a second violation within 12 months; provided,
however, that a violation shall be considered a second violation for purposes of
this subdivision only if it has occurred at least 30 days after the date on which
the notice of the first violation was mailed; and

(C) $160.00 for a third or subsequent violation within 12 months.

(2) The owner of the motor vehicle bearing the rear registration number
plate captured in a recorded image shall not be deemed to have committed a
crime or moving violation unless otherwise convicted under another section of
this title, and a violation of this section shall not be made a part of the
operating record of the owner or considered for insurance purposes.

(g) Notice and complaint.

(1) An action to enforce this section shall be initiated by issuing a
Vermont civil violation complaint to the owner of a motor vehicle bearing the
rear registration number plate captured in a recorded image and mailing the
Vermont civil violation complaint to the owner by U.S. mail.

(2) The civil violation complaint shall:

(A) be based on an inspection of recorded images and data produced
by one or more ATLE systems or one or more ATLE and ALPR systems;
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(B) be issued, sworn, and affirmed by the law enforcement officer
who inspected the recorded images and data;

(C) enclose copies of applicable recorded images and at least one
recorded image showing the rear registration number plate of the motor
vehicle;

(D) include the date, time, and place of the violation;

(E) include the applicable civil penalty amount and the dates, times,
and places for any prior violations from the prior 12 months;

(F) include written verification that the ATLE system was operating
correctly at the time of the violation and the date of the most recent inspection
that confirms the ATLE system to be operating properly;

(G) contain a notice of language access services in accordance with
federal and state law; and

(H) in compliance with 4 V.S.A. § 1105(f), include an affidavit that
the issuing officer has determined the owner’s military status to the best of the
officer’s ability by conducting a search of the available Department of Defense
Manpower Data Center (DMDC) online records, together with a copy of the
record obtained from the DMDC that is the basis for the issuing officer’s
affidavit.

(3) In the case of a violation involving a motor vehicle registered under
the laws of this State, the civil violation complaint shall be mailed within 30
days after the violation to the address of the owner as listed in the records of
the Department of Motor Vehicles. A notice of violation issued under this
subdivision shall be mailed not more than 30 days after the date of the
violation. A notice mailed after 30 days is void.

(4) In the case of a violation involving a motor vehicle registered under
the laws of a jurisdiction other than this State, the notice of violation shall be
mailed within 30 days after the discovery of the identity of the owner to the
address of the owner as listed in the records of the official in the jurisdiction
having charge of the registration of the motor vehicle. A notice of violation
issued under this subdivision shall be mailed not more than 90 days after the
date of the violation. A notice mailed after 90 days is void.

(h) Defenses. The following shall be defenses to a violation under this
section:

(1) that the motor vehicle or license plates shown in one or more
recorded images was in the care, custody, or control of another person at the
time of the violation; and
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(2) that the radar component of the ATLE system was not properly
calibrated or tested at the time of the violation.

(i) Proceedings before the Judicial Bureau.

(1) To the extent not inconsistent with this section, the provisions for the
adjudication of a Vermont civil violation complaint, the payment of a Vermont
civil violation complaint, and the collection of civil penalties associated with a
civil violation complaint in 4 V.S.A. chapter 29 shall apply to civil violation
complaints issued under this section.

(2) Notwithstanding an owner’s failure to request a hearing, a Vermont
civil violation complaint issued pursuant to this section shall be dismissed with
prejudice upon showing by the owner, by a preponderance of the evidence,
that the motor vehicle in question was not in the care, custody, or control of
the owner at the time of the violation because, at the time, the owner was a
person in military service as defined in 50 U.S.C. § 3911.

(j) Retention.

(1) All recorded images shall be retained by the vendor pursuant to the
requirements of subdivision (2) of this subsection.

(2) A recorded image shall only be retained for 12 months after the date
it was obtained or until the resolution of the applicable violation and the appeal
period if the violation is contested. When the retention period has expired, the
vendor and any law enforcement agency with custody of the recorded image
shall destroy it and cause to have destroyed any copies or backups made of the
original recorded image.

(k) Review process and annual report.

(1) The Agency of Transportation, in consultation with the Department
of Public Safety, shall establish a review process to ensure that recorded
images are used only for the purposes permitted by this section. The Agency
of Transportation shall report the results of this review annually on or before
January 15 to the Senate and House Committees on Judiciary and on
Transportation. The report shall contain the following information based on
prior calendar year data:

(A) the total number of ATLE systems units being operated on behalf
of the Agency in the State;

(B) the terms of any contracts entered into with any vendors for the
deployment of ATLE on behalf of the Agency;

(C) all of the locations where an ATLE system was deployed along
with the dates and hours that the ATLE system was in operation;
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(D) the number of violations issued based on recorded images and
the outcomes of those violations by category, including first, second, and third
and subsequent violations and contested violations;

(E) the number of recorded images the Agency submitted to the
automated traffic law enforcement storage system;

(F) the total amount paid in civil penalties; and

(G) any recommended changes for the use of ATLE systems in
Vermont.

(2) Notwithstanding 2 V.S.A. § 20(d), the annual report required under
this section shall continue to be required if an ATLE system is deployed in the
State unless the General Assembly takes specific action to repeal the report
requirement.

(l) Limitations.

(1) ATLE systems shall only record violations of this section and shall
not be used for any other purpose, including other surveillance purposes.

(2) Recorded images shall only be accessed to determine if a violation
of this section was committed in the prior 12 months.

(3) Notwithstanding any applicable law to the contrary, the Agency of
Transportation may permit the vendor to coordinate with designated law
enforcement agencies to obtain a recorded image from the vendor to determine
whether a violation of this section occurred within the prior 12 months.

§ 1607. AUTOMATED LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION SYSTEMS

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Active data” is distinct from historical data as defined in
subdivision (3) of this subsection and means data uploaded to individual
automated license plate recognition system units before operation as well as
data gathered during the operation of an ALPR system. Any data collected by
an ALPR system in accordance with this section shall be considered collected
for a legitimate law enforcement purpose.

(2) “Automated license plate recognition system” or “ALPR system”
means a system of one or more mobile or fixed high-speed cameras combined
with computer algorithms to convert images of registration plates into
computer-readable data.

(3) “Historical data” means any data collected by an ALPR system and
stored on the statewide ALPR server operated by the Vermont Justice
Information Sharing System of the Department of Public Safety. Any data



- 3858 -

collected by an ALPR system in accordance with this section shall be
considered collected for a legitimate law enforcement purpose.

(4) “Law enforcement officer” means a State Police officer, municipal
police officer, motor vehicle inspector, Capitol Police officer, constable,
sheriff, or deputy sheriff certified by the Vermont Criminal Justice Council as
a level II or level III law enforcement officer under 20 V.S.A. § 2358.

(5) “Legitimate law enforcement purpose” applies to access to active or
historical data, and means investigation, detection, analysis, or enforcement of
a crime or of a commercial motor vehicle violation or a person’s defense
against a charge of a crime or commercial motor vehicle violation, or
operation of AMBER alerts or missing or endangered person searches.

(6) “Vermont Intelligence Center analyst” means any sworn or civilian
employee who through his or her employment with the Vermont Intelligence
Center (VIC) has access to secure databases that support law enforcement
investigations.

(b) Operation. A Vermont law enforcement officer shall be certified in
ALPR operation by the Vermont Criminal Justice Council in order to operate
an ALPR system.

(c)(b) ALPR use and data access; confidentiality.

(1)(A) Deployment of ALPR equipment by Vermont law enforcement
agencies is intended to provide access to law enforcement reports of wanted or
stolen vehicles and wanted persons and to further other legitimate law
enforcement purposes. Use of ALPR systems by law enforcement officers and
access to active data are restricted to legitimate law enforcement purposes.

(B) Active data may be accessed by a law enforcement officer
operating the ALPR system only if he or she the law enforcement officer has a
legitimate law enforcement purpose for the data. Entry of any data into the
system other than data collected by the ALPR system itself must be approved
by a supervisor and shall have a legitimate law enforcement purpose.

(C)(i) Requests to access active data shall be in writing and include
the name of the requester, the law enforcement agency the requester is
employed by, if any, and the law enforcement agency’s Originating Agency
Identifier (ORI) number. To be approved, the request must provide specific
and articulable facts showing that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
the data are relevant and material to an ongoing criminal, missing person, or
commercial motor vehicle investigation or enforcement action. The written
request and the outcome of the request shall be transmitted to VIC and retained
by VIC for not less than three years.
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(ii) In each department operating an ALPR system, access to
active data shall be limited to designated personnel who have been provided
account access by the department to conduct authorized ALPR stored data
queries. Access to active data shall be restricted to data collected within the
past seven days.

(2)(A) A VIC analyst shall transmit historical data only to a Vermont or
out-of-state law enforcement officer or person who has a legitimate law
enforcement purpose for the data. A law enforcement officer or other person
to whom historical data are transmitted may use such data only for a legitimate
law enforcement purpose. Entry of any data onto the statewide ALPR server
automated traffic law enforcement storage system other than data collected by
an ALPR system itself must be approved by a supervisor and shall have a
legitimate law enforcement purpose.

(B) Requests for historical data within six months of after the date of
the data’s creation, whether from Vermont or out-of-state law enforcement
officers or other persons, shall be made in writing to a VIC analyst. The
request shall include the name of the requester, the law enforcement agency
the requester is employed by, if any, and the law enforcement agency’s ORI
number. To be approved, the request must provide specific and articulable
facts showing that there are reasonable grounds to believe that the data are
relevant and material to an ongoing criminal, missing person, or commercial
motor vehicle investigation or enforcement action. VIC shall retain all
requests and shall record in writing the outcome of the request and any
information that was provided to the requester or, if applicable, why a request
was denied or not fulfilled. VIC shall retain the information described in this
subdivision (c)(2)(B) (b)(2)(B) for no not fewer than three years.

(C) After six months from the date of its creation, VIC may only
disclose historical data:

(i) pursuant to a warrant if the data are not sought in connection
with a pending criminal charge; or

(ii) to the prosecution or the defense in connection with a pending
criminal charge and pursuant to a court order issued upon a finding that the
data are reasonably likely to be relevant to the criminal matter.

(3) Active data and historical data shall not be subject to subpoena or
discovery, or be admissible in evidence, in any private civil action.
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(4) Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of subdivision (2) of this
subsection, in connection with commercial motor vehicle screening,
inspection, and compliance activities to enforce the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Regulations, the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV):

(A) may maintain or designate a server for the storage of historical
data that is separate from the statewide server automated traffic law
enforcement storage system;

(B) may designate a DMV employee to carry out the same
responsibilities as a VIC analyst and a supervisor as specified in subdivision
(2) of this subsection (b); and

(C) shall have the same duties as the VIC with respect to the
retention of requests for historical data.

(d)(c) Retention.

(1) Any ALPR information gathered by a Vermont law enforcement
agency shall be sent to the Department of Public Safety to be retained pursuant
to the requirements of subdivision (2) of this subsection. The Department of
Public Safety shall maintain the ALPR automated traffic law enforcement
storage system for Vermont law enforcement agencies.

(2) Except as provided in this subsection and section 1608 of this title,
information gathered by a law enforcement officer through use of an ALPR
system shall only be retained for 18 months after the date it was obtained.
When the permitted 18-month period for retention of the information has
expired, the Department of Public Safety and any local law enforcement
agency with custody of the information shall destroy it and cause to have
destroyed any copies or backups made of the original data. Data may be
retained beyond the 18-month period pursuant to a preservation request made
or disclosure order issued under section 1608 of this title or pursuant to a
warrant issued under Rule 41 of the Vermont or Federal Rules of Criminal
Procedure.

(e)(d) Oversight; rulemaking.

(1) The Department of Public Safety, in consultation with the
Department of Motor Vehicles, shall establish a review process to ensure that
information obtained through use of ALPR systems is used only for the
purposes permitted by this section. The Department of Public Safety shall
report the results of this review annually on or before January 15 to the Senate
and House Committees on Judiciary and on Transportation. The report shall
contain the following information based on prior calendar year data:
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(A) the total number of ALPR units being operated by government
agencies in the State, the number of such units that are stationary, and the
number of units submitting data to the statewide ALPR database automated
traffic law enforcement storage system;

(B) the number of ALPR readings each agency submitted, and the
total number of all such readings submitted, to the statewide ALPR database
automated traffic law enforcement storage system;

(C) the 18-month cumulative number of ALPR readings being
housed on the statewide ALPR database automated traffic law enforcement
storage system as of the end of the calendar year;

(D) the total number of requests made to VIC for historical data, the
average age of the data requested, and the number of these requests that
resulted in release of information from the statewide ALPR database
automated traffic law enforcement storage system;

(E) the total number of out-of-state requests to VIC for historical
data, the average age of the data requested, and the number of out-of-state
requests that resulted in release of information from the statewide ALPR
database automated traffic law enforcement storage system;

(F) the total number of alerts generated on ALPR systems operated
by law enforcement officers in the State by a match between an ALPR reading
and a plate number on an alert database storage system and the number of
these alerts that resulted in an enforcement action;

(G) the total number of criminal, missing person, and commercial
motor vehicle investigations and enforcement actions to which active data
contributed, and a summary of the nature of these investigations and
enforcement actions;

(H) the total number of criminal, missing person, and commercial
motor vehicle investigations and enforcement actions to which historical data
contributed, and a summary of the nature of these investigations and
enforcement actions; and

(I) the total annualized fixed and variable costs associated with all
ALPR systems used by Vermont law enforcement agencies and an estimate of
the total of such costs per unit.

(2) Before January 1, 2018, the The Department of Public Safety shall
may adopt rules to implement this section.
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§ 1608. PRESERVATION OF DATA

(a) Preservation request.

(1) A law enforcement agency or the Department of Motor Vehicles or
other person with a legitimate law enforcement purpose may apply to the
Criminal Division of the Superior Court for an extension of up to 90 days of
the 18-month retention period established under subdivision 1607(d)(c)(2) of
this title subchapter if the agency or Department offers specific and articulable
facts showing that there are reasonable grounds to believe that the captured
plate data are relevant and material to an ongoing criminal or missing persons
investigation or to a pending court or Judicial Bureau proceeding involving
enforcement of a crime or of a commercial motor vehicle violation. Requests
for additional 90-day extensions or for longer periods may be made to the
Superior Court subject to the same standards applicable to an initial extension
request under this subdivision.

(2) A governmental entity making a preservation request under this
section shall submit an affidavit stating:

(A) the particular camera or cameras for which captured plate data
must be preserved or the particular license plate for which captured plate data
must be preserved; and

(B) the date or dates and time frames for which captured plate data
must be preserved.

(b) Destruction. Captured plate data shall be destroyed on the schedule
specified in section 1607 of this title subchapter if the preservation request is
denied or 14 days after the denial, whichever is later.

Sec. 2. 4 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:

§ 1102. JUDICIAL BUREAU; JURISDICTION

(a) The Judicial Bureau is created within the Judicial Branch under the
supervision of the Supreme Court.

(b) The Judicial Bureau shall have jurisdiction of the following matters:

(1) Traffic violations alleged to have been committed on or after July 1,
1990.

* * *

(33) Automated traffic law enforcement violations issued pursuant to
23 V.S.A. § 1606.

* * *
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Sec. 3. IMPLEMENTATION; OUTREACH

(a) The Agency shall develop an implementation plan and seek federal
funding from the Federal Highway Administration for a work zone ATLE pilot
program to run in locations throughout Vermont from July 1, 2025 until
October 1, 2026.

(b) The Agency of Transportation, in consultation with the Department of
Public Safety, shall implement a public outreach campaign not later than April
1, 2025 that, at a minimum, addresses:

(1) the use of automated traffic law enforcement (ATLE) systems in
work zones throughout the State;

(2) what recorded images captured by ATLE systems will show;

(3) the legal significance of recorded images captured by ATLE
systems; and

(4) the process to challenge and defenses to a Vermont civil violation
complaint issued based on a recorded image captured by an ATLE system.

(c)(1) The public outreach campaign shall disseminate information on
ATLE systems through the Agency of Transportation’s web page and through
other mediums such as social media platforms, community posting websites,
radio, television, and printed materials.

(2) The information disseminated pursuant to subdivision (1) of this
subsection shall be available in languages other than English that are
commonly spoken in Vermont and neighboring states whose residents travel to
Vermont. The Agency of Transportation shall consult with the Office of
Racial Equity and Vermont language services organizations to determine the
appropriate languages for translation.

Sec. 4. REPEAL OF CURRENT PROSPECTIVE REPEAL

2013 Acts and Resolves No. 69, Sec. 3(b), as amended by 2015 Acts and
Resolves No. 32, Sec. 1, 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 169, Sec. 6, 2018 Acts
and Resolves No. 175, Sec. 1, 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 134, Sec. 3, and
2022 Acts and Resolves No. 147, Sec. 34 (July 1, 2024 repeal of Automated
License Plate Recognition system standards), is repealed.

Sec. 5. PROSPECTIVE REPEAL

4 V.S.A. § 1102(b)(33) (Vermont Judicial Bureau jurisdiction over
automated traffic law enforcement violations) and 23 V.S.A. §§ 1606–1608
(automated law enforcement) are repealed on July 1, 2027; provided, however,
if the Agency is unable to secure federal funding for a work zone ATLE pilot



- 3864 -

program by June 30, 2025, then 4 V.S.A. § 1102(b)(33) and 23 V.S.A.
§§ 1606–1608 are repealed on July 2, 2025.

Sec. 6. 23 V.S.A. § 1605 is amended to read:

§ 1605. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Active data” is distinct from historical data as defined in
subdivision (5) of this section and means data uploaded to individual
automated license plate recognition system units before operation as well as
data gathered during the operation of an ALPR system. Any data collected by
an ALPR system in accordance with section 1607 of this subchapter shall be
considered collected for a legitimate law enforcement purpose. [Repealed.]

(2) “Automated license plate recognition system” or “ALPR system”
means a system of one or more mobile or fixed high-speed cameras combined
with computer algorithms to convert images of registration number plates into
computer-readable data.

(3) “Automated traffic law enforcement system” or “ATLE system”
means a device with one or more sensors working in conjunction with a speed
measuring device to produce recorded images of the rear registration number
plates of motor vehicles traveling at more than 10 miles above the speed limit.

(4) “Calibration laboratory” means an International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) 17025 accredited testing laboratory that is approved by
the Commissioner of Public Safety. [Repealed.]

(5) “Historical data” means any data collected by an ALPR system and
stored on the statewide automated law enforcement server operated by the
Vermont Justice Information Sharing System of the Department of Public
Safety. Any data collected by an ALPR system in accordance with section
1607 of this subchapter shall be considered collected for a legitimate law
enforcement purpose. [Repealed.]

(6) “Law enforcement officer” means an individual certified by the
Vermont Criminal Justice Council as a Level II or Level III law enforcement
officer under 20 V.S.A. § 2358 and is a State Police officer, municipal police
officer, sheriff, or deputy sheriff; or a constable who exercises law
enforcement authority pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1936a. [Repealed.]

(7) “Legitimate law enforcement purpose” applies to access to active or
historical data, and means investigation, detection, analysis, or enforcement of
a crime or of a commercial motor vehicle violation or a person’s defense
against a charge of a crime or commercial motor vehicle violation, or
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operation of AMBER alerts or missing or endangered person searches.
[Repealed.]

(8) “Owner” means the first- or only listed registered owner of a motor
vehicle or the first- or only listed lessee of a motor vehicle under a lease of one
year or more. [Repealed.]

(9) “Recorded image” means a photograph, microphotograph, electronic
image, or electronic video that shows, clearly enough to identify, the rear
registration number plate of a motor vehicle that has activated the radar
component of an ATLE system by traveling past the ATLE system at more
than 10 miles above the speed limit. [Repealed.]

(10) “Vermont Intelligence Center analyst” means any sworn or civilian
employee who through his or her employment with the Vermont Intelligence
Center (VIC) has access to storage systems that support law enforcement
investigations. [Repealed.]

Sec. 7. 23 V.S.A. § 1609 is added to read:

§ 1609. PROHIBITION ON USE OF AUTOMATED LAW
ENFORCEMENT

No State agency or department or any political subdivision of the State shall
use automated license plate recognition systems or automated traffic law
enforcement systems.

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 1a (powers of enforcement officers; 23 V.S.A. chapter 15) and 2
(Judicial Bureau jurisdiction; 4 V.S.A. § 1102) shall take effect on July 1,
2025.

(b) Secs. 6 (amended automated law enforcement definitions; 23 V.S.A.
§ 1605) and 7 (prohibition on the use of automated law enforcement; 23
V.S.A. § 1609) shall take effect upon the repeal of 4 V.S.A. § 1102(b)(33)
(Vermont Judicial Bureau jurisdiction over automated traffic law enforcement
violations) and 23 V.S.A. §§ 1606–1608 (automated law enforcement)
pursuant to the provisions of Sec. 5.

(c) All other sections shall take effect on passage.

S. 186.

An act relating to the systemic evaluation of recovery residences and
recovery communities

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
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Sec. 1. RECOMMENDATION; RECOVERY RESIDENCE
CERTIFICATION

(a) The Department of Health, in consultation with State agencies and
community partners, shall develop and recommend a certification program for
recovery residences operating in the State that choose to obtain certification.
The certification program shall incorporate those elements of the existing
certification program operated by the Vermont Alliance for Recovery
Residences. The recommended certification program shall also:

(1) identify an organization to serve as the certifying body for recovery
residences in the State;

(2) propose certification fees for recovery residences;

(3) establish a grievance and review process for complaints pertaining to
certified recovery residences;

(4) identify certification levels, which may include distinct staffing or
administrative requirements, or both, to enable a recovery residence to provide
more intensive or extensive services;

(5) identify eligibility requirements for each level of recovery residence
certification, including:

(A) staff and administrative requirements for recovery residences,
including staff training and supervision;

(B) compliance with industry best practices that support a safe,
healthy, and effective recovery environment; and

(C) data collection requirements related to resident outcomes;

(6) establish the required policies and procedures regarding the
provision of services by recovery residences, including policies and procedures
related to:

(A) resident rights, including the following minimum standards for
residential agreements:

(i) contents of initial resident agreements;

(ii) resident discharge policies;

(iii) length of time a bed shall be held for a resident who
temporarily exits a recovery residence; and

(iv) criteria by which a resident can return to the recovery
residence in the event of a temporary removal;

(B) resident use of legally prescribed medications; and



- 3867 -

(C) promoting quality and positive outcomes for residents;

(7) recommend an appropriate term for a noncertified recovery
residence; and

(8) identify minimum reporting requirements about recovery residences
by the certifying body, including reports on the temporary and permanent
removal of residents, which the certifying body shall aggregate for regular
submission to the Department.

(b) In developing the certification program recommendations required
pursuant to this section, the Department shall consider:

(1) available funding streams to sustainably maintain and expand
recovery residence services throughout the State;

(2) how to address barriers that limit the availability of recovery
residences;

(3) recovery residence models used in other states and their applicability
to Vermont; and

(4) how to engage noncertified recovery residences in the certification
process.

(c) On or before January 15, 2025, the Department shall submit a written
report describing its recommended recovery residence certification program
and containing corresponding draft legislation to the House Committee on
Human Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare.

(d) As used in this section, “recovery residence” means a shared living
residence supporting persons recovering from a substance use disorder that
provides tenants with peer support and assistance accessing support services
and community resources available to persons recovering from substance use
disorders.

Sec. 2. ASSESSMENT; GROWTH AND EVALUATION OF RECOVERY
RESIDENCES

(a) The Department of Health shall complete an assessment of certified and
noncertified recovery residences in the State, which shall:

(1) create a comprehensive inventory of all recovery residences in
Vermont, including assessments of proximity to employment, recovery, and
other community resources;

(2) assess the current capacity, knowledge, and ability of recovery
residences to inform data collection and improve outcomes for residents;
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(3) assess recovery residences’ potential for future data collection
capacity; and

(4) assess the types of data systems currently in use in Vermont’s
recovery residences and defining the minimum core components of a data
system.

(b) The Department may obtain technical assistance to complete the
assessment required pursuant to subsection (a) of this section.

(c) On or before December 15, 2025, the Department shall submit the
results of the assessment required pursuant to this section and any
recommendations for legislative action to the House Committee on Human
Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare.

(d) As used in this section, “recovery residence” means a shared living
residence supporting persons recovering from a substance use disorder that
provides tenants with peer support and assistance accessing support services
and community resources available to persons recovering from substance use
disorders.

Sec. 3. 9 V.S.A. § 4452 is amended to read:

§ 4452. EXCLUSIONS

(a) Unless created to avoid the application of this chapter, this chapter does
not apply to any of the following:

* * *

(b)(1) Notwithstanding subsections 4463(b) and 4467(b) and section 4468
of this chapter only, a recovery residence may immediately exit or transfer a
resident if all of the following conditions are met:

(A) the recovery residence has developed and adopted a residential
agreement:

(i) containing a written exit and transfer policy approved by the
Vermont Alliance for Recovery Residences or another certifying organization
approved by the Department of Health that:

(I) addresses the length of time that a bed will be held in the
event of a temporary removal;

(II) establishes the criteria by which a resident can return to the
recovery residence in the event of a temporary removal; and

(III) ensures a resident’s possessions will be held not less than
60 days in the event of permanent removal;
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(ii) designating alternative housing arrangements for the resident
in the event of an exit or transfer, including contingency plans when alternative
housing arrangements are not available;

(iii) describing the recovery residence’s substance use policy,
which shall exempt the use of a resident’s valid prescription medication when
used as prescribed; and

(iv) indicating that by signing a residential agreement, a resident
acknowledges that the recovery residence may cause the resident to be
immediately exited or transferred to alternative housing if the resident violates
the recovery residence’s substance use policy or engages in acts of violence
that threaten the health or safety of other residents;

(B) the recovery residence has obtained the resident’s written consent
to its residential agreement, reaffirmed after seven days;

(C) the resident violated the substance use policy in the residential
agreement or engaged in acts of violence that threatened the health or safety of
other residents; and

(D) the recovery residence has provided or arranged for a
stabilization bed or other alternative temporary housing.

(2) Relapse of a substance use disorder resulting in exiting a recovery
residence shall not be deemed a cause of the resident’s own homelessness for
purposes of obtaining emergency housing.

(3) As used in this subsection, “recovery residence” means a shared
living residence supporting persons recovering from a substance use disorder
that:

(A) provides tenants with peer support and assistance accessing
support services and community resources available to persons recovering
from substance use disorders; and

(B) is certified by an organization approved by the Department of
Health and that is either a Vermont affiliate of the National Alliance for
Recovery Residences or another approved organization.

Sec. 4. REPORT; RECOVERY RESIDENCES’ EXIT AND TRANSFER
DATA

(a) On or before January 1, 2025 and 2026, a recovery residence shall
report to the certifying body for the recovery residence any exit or transfer of a
resident by the recovery residence in the previous year and the asserted basis
for exiting or transferring the resident.
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(b) On or before January 15, 2025 and 2026, the certifying body for a
recovery residence shall report to the Department of Health the data received
under subsection (a) of this section.

(c) On or before February 1, 2025 and 2026, the Department of Health
shall submit the data received under subsection (b) of this section to the House
Committees on General and Housing and on Human Services and the Senate
Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on
Health and Welfare.

(d) The 2025 report shall contain preliminary data from the previous six
months and the 2026 report shall contain data from the preceding year.

(e) As used in this section, “recovery residence” means a shared living
residence supporting persons recovering from a substance use disorder that:

(1) provides tenants with peer support and assistance accessing support
services and community resources available to persons recovering from
substance use disorders; and

(2) is certified by an organization approved by the Department of Health
and that is either a Vermont affiliate of the National Alliance for Recovery
Residences or another approved organization.

Sec. 5. SUNSET; RECOVERY RESIDENCES; RESIDENTIAL

AGREEMENT; REPORTING

(a) 9 V.S.A. § 4452(b) is repealed on July 1, 2026.

(b) Sec. 4 (report; recovery residences’ exit and transfer data) is repealed
on July 1, 2026.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

NOTICE CALENDAR

Second Reading

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 55.

An act relating to miscellaneous unemployment insurance amendments.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Clarkson for the Committee on Economic Development,
Housing and General Affairs.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:
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* * * Unemployment Insurance * * *

Sec. 1. 21 V.S.A. § 1325 is amended to read:

§ 1325. EMPLOYERS’ EXPERIENCE-RATING RECORDS;
DISCLOSURE TO SUCCESSOR ENTITY

(a)(1) The Commissioner shall maintain an experience-rating record for
each employer. Benefits paid shall be charged against the experience-rating
record of each subject employer who provided base-period wages to the
eligible individual. Each subject employer’s experience-rating charge shall
bear the same ratio to total benefits paid as the total base-period wages paid by
that employer bear to the total base-period wages paid to the individual by all
base-period employers. The experience-rating record of an individual subject
base-period employer shall not be charged for benefits paid to an individual
under any of the following conditions:

* * *

(2) If an individual’s unemployment is directly caused by a major
disaster declared by the President of the United States pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
§ 5122 and the individual would have been eligible for federal disaster
unemployment assistance benefits but for the receipt of regular benefits, an
employer shall be relieved of charges for benefits paid to the individual with
respect to any week of unemployment occurring due to the natural disaster up
to a maximum amount of four 10 weeks.

* * *

Sec. 2. 21 V.S.A. § 1347 is amended to read:

§ 1347. NONDISCLOSURE OR MISREPRESENTATION;
OVERPAYMENTS; WAIVER

* * *

(e) In addition to the foregoing, when it is found by the Commissioner
finds that a person intentionally misrepresented or failed to disclose a material
fact with respect to his or her the person’s claim for benefits and in the event
the person is not prosecuted, the Commissioner may prosecute the person
under section 1368 of this title and penalty provided in section 1373 of this
title is not imposed, the person shall be disqualified and shall not be entitled to
receive benefits to which he or she would otherwise be entitled after the
determination for such number of weeks not exceeding 26 as the
Commissioner shall deem just. The notice of determination shall also specify
the period of disqualification imposed hereunder.
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(f)(1) Notwithstanding any provision of subsection (a), (b), or (d) of this
section to the contrary, the Commissioner may waive up to the full amount of
any overpayment that is not a result of the person’s intentional
misrepresentation of or failure to disclose a material fact if:

(A) the overpayment occurs through no fault of the person; and

(B) recovery of the overpayment would be against equity and good
conscience.

(2) A person may request a waiver of an overpayment at any time after
receiving notice of a determination pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this
section.

(3) Upon making a determination that an overpayment occurred
pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this section, the Commissioner shall, to the
extent possible and in consideration of the information available to the
Department, determine whether waiver of the amount of overpaid benefits is
appropriate.

(4) The Commissioner shall provide notice of the right to request a
waiver of an overpayment with each determination that an overpayment has
occurred. The notice shall include clear instructions regarding the
circumstances under which a waiver may be granted and how a person may
apply for a waiver.

(5) If the Commissioner denies an application for a waiver, the
Commissioner shall provide written notice of:

(A) the denial with enough information to ensure that the person can
understand the reason for the denial; and

(B) the person’s right to appeal the determination pursuant to
subsection (h) of this section.

(6)(A) A person whose request to waive an overpayment pursuant to
this subsection has been denied pursuant to subdivision (5) of this subsection
(f) and whose rights to appeal the denial pursuant to subsection (h) have been
exhausted shall be permitted to submit an additional request to waive the
overpayment if the person can demonstrate a material change in the person’s
circumstances such that recovery of the overpayment would be against equity
and good conscience.

(B) The Commissioner may dismiss a request to waive an
overpayment that is submitted pursuant to this subdivision (6) if the
Commissioner finds that there is no material change in the person’s
circumstances such that recovery of the overpayment would be against equity
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and good conscience. The Commissioner’s determination pursuant to this
subdivision (6) shall be final and shall not be subject to appeal.

(7) In the event that an overpayment is waived on appeal, the
Commissioner shall, as soon as practicable, refund any amounts collected or
withheld in relation to the overpayment pursuant to the provisions of this
section.

(g) The provisions of subsection (f) of this section shall, to the extent
permitted by federal law, apply to overpayments made in relation to any
federal unemployment insurance benefits or similar federal benefits.

(h) Interested parties shall have the right to appeal from any determination
under this section and the same procedure shall be followed as provided for in
subsection 1348(a) and section 1349 of this title.

(i) The Commissioner shall not attempt to recover an overpayment or
withhold any amounts of unemployment insurance benefits from a person:

(1) until after the Commissioner has made a final determination
regarding whether an overpayment of benefits to the person occurred and the
person’s right to appeal the determination has been exhausted; or

(2) if the person filed an application for a waiver, until after the
Commissioner has made an initial determination regarding the application.

(j)(1) The Commissioner shall provide any person who received an
overpayment of benefits and is not currently receiving benefits pursuant to this
chapter with the option of entering into a plan to repay the amount of the
overpayment. The plan shall provide for reasonable weekly, biweekly, or
monthly payments in an amount that permits the person to continue to afford
the person’s ordinary living expenses.

(2) The Commissioner shall permit a person to request a modification to a
repayment plan created pursuant to this subsection if the person’s ability to
afford ordinary living expenses changes.

Sec. 3. 21 V.S.A. § 1347 is amended to read:

§ 1347. NONDISCLOSURE OR MISREPRESENTATION;
OVERPAYMENTS; WAIVER

* * *

(d) In any case in which under this section a person is liable to repay any
amount to the Commissioner for the Fund, the Commissioner may withhold, in
whole or in part, any future benefits payable to such the person, in amounts
equal to not more than 50 percent of the person’s weekly benefit amount, and
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credit such the withheld benefits against the amount due from such the person
until it is repaid in full, less any penalties assessed under subsection (c) of this
section.

* * *

Sec. 4. WAIVER OF UI OVERPAYMENT; RULEMAKING

On or before November 1, 2024, the Employment Security Board shall
commence rulemaking and file proposed rule amendments pursuant to
3 V.S.A. § 838 as necessary to implement the provisions of Sec. 2 of this act,
amending 21 V.S.A. § 1347.

Sec. 5. 21 V.S.A. § 1368 is amended to read:

§ 1368. FALSE STATEMENTS TO INCREASE PAYMENTS

(a) A person shall not willfully and who intentionally make makes a false
statement or representation to obtain or, increase, or initiate any benefit or
other payment under this chapter, either for himself, herself, whether for
themselves or any other person, shall, after notice and an opportunity for a
hearing, be:

(1) liable to repay the amount of overpaid benefits and any applicable
penalty imposed pursuant to section 1347 of this chapter;

(2) assessed a further administrative penalty of up to $5,000.00; and

(3) ineligible to receive benefits pursuant to this chapter for a period of
up to five years from the date on which the false statement or representation
was discovered.

(b) Interested parties shall have the right to appeal from any determination
under this section and the same procedure shall be followed as provided for in
subsection 1348(a) and section 1349 of this chapter.

(c) The Commissioner may collect an unpaid administrative penalty by
filing a civil action in the Superior Court.

* * * Unemployment Insurance Technical Corrections * * *

Sec. 6. 21 V.S.A. § 1301 is amended to read:

§ 1301. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(3) “Contributions” means the money payments to the State
Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund required by this chapter.



- 3875 -

* * *

(25) “Son,” “daughter,” and “child” include “Child” includes an
individual’s biological child, foster child, adoptive child, stepchild, a child for
whom the individual is listed as a parent on the child’s birth certificate, a legal
ward of the individual, a child of the individual’s spouse, or a child that the
individual has day-to-day responsibilities to care for and financially support.

* * *

Sec. 7. 21 V.S.A. § 1321(d) is amended to read:

(d) Financing benefits paid to employees of State. In lieu of contributions
required of employers subject to this chapter, the State of Vermont, including
State hospitals but excluding any State institution of higher education, shall
pay to the Commissioner, for the Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund, an
amount equal to the amount of benefits paid, including the full amount of
extended benefits paid, attributable to service by individuals in the employ of
the State. At the end of each calendar quarter, or at the end of any other period
as determined by the Commissioner, the Commissioner shall bill the State for
the amount of benefits paid during such the quarter or other prescribed period
that is attributable to service in the employ of the State. Subdivisions
(c)(3)(C) through (3)(F), inclusive, and subdivisions (c)(5) and (6) of this
section as they apply to nonprofit organizations shall also apply to the State of
Vermont, except that the State shall be liable for all benefits paid, including the
full amount of extended benefits paid, attributable to service in the employ of
the State.

Sec. 8. 21 V.S.A. § 1361 is amended to read:

§ 1361. MANAGEMENT OF FUNDS UPON DISCONTINUANCE OF
UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST FUND

The provisions of sections 1358–1360 of this title subchapter to the extent
that they relate to the federal Unemployment Trust Fund, shall be operative
only so long as such if the federal Unemployment Trust Fund continues to
exist and so long as the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury continues to maintain
for this State a separate book account of all Funds deposited therein in the
federal Unemployment Trust Fund by this State for benefit purposes, together
with this State’s proportionate share of the earnings of such the
Unemployment Trust Fund, from which only the Commissioner of Labor is
permitted to make withdrawals. If and when such Unemployment Trust Fund
shall federal law no longer be required by the laws of the United States
requires the federal Unemployment Trust Fund to be maintained as aforesaid
as a condition of approval of this chapter as provided in Title III of the Social
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Security Act, then all monies, properties, or securities therein in the federal
Unemployment Trust Fund, belonging to the Unemployment Compensation
Trust Fund of this State, shall be transferred to the treasurer of the
Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund, who shall hold, invest, transfer,
sell, deposit, and release such the monies, properties, or securities in a manner
approved by the Commissioner and appropriate for trust funds, subject to all
claims for benefits under this chapter.

Sec. 9. 21 V.S.A. § 1362 is amended to read:

§ 1362. UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION ADMINISTRATION
FUND

There is hereby created the The Unemployment Compensation
Administration Fund is created to consist of all monies received by the State or
by the Commissioner for the administration of this chapter. This special fund
The Unemployment Compensation Administration Fund shall be a special
fund managed pursuant to 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5. The
Unemployment Compensation Administration Fund shall be handled through
the State Treasurer as other State monies are handled, but it shall be expended
solely for the purposes and in the amounts found necessary by the Secretary of
Labor for the proper and efficient administration of such this chapter and its
balance shall not lapse at any time but shall remain continuously available to
the Commissioner for expenditures consistent herewith with the provisions of
this section. All federal monies allotted or apportioned to the State by the
Secretary of Labor, or other agency, for the administration of this chapter shall
be paid into the Unemployment Compensation Administration Fund and are
hereby appropriated to such the Unemployment Compensation Administration
Fund.

Sec. 10. 21 V.S.A. § 1365 is amended to read:

§ 1365. CONTINGENT FUND

(a) There is hereby created a special fund to be known as the Contingent
Fund. All interest, fines, and penalties collected under the provisions of the
unemployment compensation law after April 1, 1947 this chapter, together
with any voluntary contributions tendered as a contribution to this the
Contingent Fund, shall be paid into this the Contingent Fund. Such The
monies shall not be expended or available for expenditures in any manner
which that would permit their substitution for, or a corresponding reduction in,
federal funds which that would in the absence of such the monies be available
to finance expenditures for the administration of the unemployment
compensation law.
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(b) But nothing Nothing in this chapter shall prevent such the monies from
being used as a revolving fund to cover expenditures, necessary and proper
under the law for which federal funds have been duly requested but not yet
received, subject to the charging of such the expenditures against such the
funds when received.

(c) The monies in this the Contingent Fund shall be used by the
Commissioner for the payment of costs of administration which that are found
not to have been properly and validly chargeable against federal grants, or
other funds, received for or in the Unemployment Compensation
Administration Fund on or after January 1, 1947. No expenditure of the
Contingent Fund shall be made unless and until the Commissioner finds that
no other funds are available or can properly be used to finance such the
expenditures.

(d) The State Treasurer shall co-sign all expenditures from this the
Contingent Fund authorized by the Commissioner.

(e) The monies in this the Contingent Fund are hereby specifically made
available to replace, within a reasonable time, any monies received by this
State pursuant to section 302 of the federal Social Security Act, as amended,
which 42 U.S.C. § 502 that because of any action or contingency, have been
lost or have been expended for purposes other than, or in amounts in excess of,
those necessary for the proper administration of the unemployment
compensation law.

(f) The monies in this the Contingent Fund shall be continuously available
to the Commissioner for expenditure in accordance with the provisions of this
section and shall not lapse at any time or be transferred to any other fund
except as herein provided pursuant to this section.

(g) Provided, however, that on On December 31 of each year, all monies in
excess of $10,000.00 in this the Contingent Fund shall be transferred to the
Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund. On or before March 31 of each
year, an audit of this the Contingent Fund will shall be completed and a report
of that audit will shall be made public.

(h) In the event that a refund of interest, a fine, or a penalty is found
necessary, and such the interest, fine, or penalty has been deposited in the
Contingent Fund, such the refund shall be made from the Contingent Fund.

* * * Workers’ Compensation * * *

Sec. 11. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 76, Sec. 38 is amended to read:

Sec. 38. ADOPTION OF RULES
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The Commissioner of Labor shall, on or before July 1, 2024, adopt rules as
necessary to implement the provisions of Secs. 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36,
and 37, and 38 of this act.

Sec. 12. 21 V.S.A. § 601 is amended to read:

§ 601. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(11) “Personal injury by accident arising out of and in the course of
employment” includes an injury caused by the willful act of a third person
directed against an employee because of that employment.

* * *

(I)(i) In the case of police officers, rescue or ambulance workers, or
firefighters, or State employees, as that term is defined pursuant to subdivision
(iii)(VI) of this subdivision (11)(I), post-traumatic stress disorder that is
diagnosed by a mental health professional shall be presumed to have been
incurred during service in the line of duty and shall be compensable, unless it
is shown by a preponderance of the evidence that the post-traumatic stress
disorder was caused by nonservice-connected risk factors or nonservice-
connected exposure.

(ii) A police officer, rescue or ambulance worker, or firefighter, or
State employee who is diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder within
three years of following the last active date of employment as a police officer,
rescue or ambulance worker, or firefighter, or State employee shall be eligible
for benefits under this subdivision (11).

(iii) As used in this subdivision (11)(I):

(I) “Classified employee” means an employee in the classified
service, as defined pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 311.

(II) “Firefighter” means a firefighter as defined in 20 V.S.A.
§ 3151(3) and (4).

(II)(III) “Mental health professional” means a person with
professional training, experience, and demonstrated competence in the
treatment and diagnosis of mental conditions, who is certified or licensed to
provide mental health care services and for whom diagnoses of mental
conditions are within his or her the person’s scope of practice, including a
physician, nurse with recognized psychiatric specialties, psychologist, clinical
social worker, mental health counselor, or alcohol or drug abuse counselor.
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(III)(IV) “Police officer” means a law enforcement officer who
has been certified by the Vermont Criminal Justice Council pursuant to
20 V.S.A. chapter 151.

(IV)(V) “Rescue or ambulance worker” means ambulance
service, emergency medical personnel, first responder service, and volunteer
personnel as defined in 24 V.S.A. § 2651.

(VI) “State employees” means:

(aa) facility employees of the Department of Corrections;

(bb) employees of the Department of Corrections who
provide direct security or treatment services to offenders under supervision in
the community;

(cc) classified employees of State-operated therapeutic
community residences or inpatient psychiatric hospital units;

(dd) classified employees of public safety answering points;

(ee) classified employees of the Family Services Division of
the Department for Children and Families;

(ff) classified employees of the Vermont Veterans’ Home;

(gg) classified employees of the Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs, State’s Attorneys, and employees of the Department of
State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs who are assigned to a State’s Attorney’s field
office; and

(hh) classified employees in the Criminal Division of the
Attorney General’s Office.

* * *

Sec. 13. SURVEY OF FIRE DEPARTMENTS; REPORT

(a) The Executive Director of the Division of Fire Safety shall conduct an
annual survey of Vermont municipal fire departments and private volunteer
fire departments during calendar years 2025, 2027, and 2029 regarding the
following information, to the extent such information is available to the
departments:

(1) the number of firefighters in the department;

(2) the number of firefighters in the department who use tobacco
products; and

(3) for each firefighter in the department, the firefighter’s:
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(A) age;

(B) gender;

(C) position or rank in the department;

(D) if a professional firefighter, the date of hire, and if a volunteer
firefighter, the date on which service in the department began;

(E) the period of employment or service with the department;

(F) if the firefighter’s employment or service with the department
terminated during the previous 24 months, the date on which the employment
or service terminated;

(G) if a professional firefighter, the annual salary or hourly wage
paid by the department;

(H) if a volunteer firefighter, the annual salary or hourly wage paid
by the volunteer firefighter’s regular employment; and

(I) the number of fires responded to during the previous 24 months.

(b)(1) Except as provided pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, all
information obtained as part of the surveys conducted pursuant to subsection
(a) of this section shall be kept confidential and shall be exempt from public
inspection and copying under the Public Records Act.

(2) The reports prepared pursuant to subsection (c) of this section shall
present the results of the surveys conducted pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section in an aggregated and anonymized manner and shall not include
personally identifying information for any firefighter.

(c) On or before December 15 of 2025, 2027, and 2029, the Executive
Director shall report to the Commissioner of Financial Regulation, the Senate
Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and the
House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development regarding the
results of the survey.

Sec. 14. FIREFIGHTERS’ WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIMS FOR
CANCER; ANNUAL REPORT

(a) The Commissioner of Financial Regulation shall, on or before
February 1 of 2026, 2028, and 2030, report to the Senate Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and the House
Committee on Commerce and Economic Development regarding:

(1) the number of workers’ compensation claims for cancer that were
submitted by Vermont firefighters in the previous 24 months;
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(2) the number and percentage of those claims that were approved;

(3) the types of cancer for which the claims were submitted; and

(4) national trends with respect to workers’ compensation claims for
cancer submitted by firefighters during the previous 24 months, including, to
the extent that information is available, the number of claims filed, the rate of
claim approval, and, to the extent information is available, the types of cancer
for which claims were submitted.

(b) All workers’ compensation insurers doing business in Vermont shall
report to the Commissioner of Financial Regulation, in a time and manner
specified by the Commissioner:

(1) the number of workers’ compensation claims for cancer that were
received by the insurer from Vermont firefighters;

(2) the number of those claims that were approved; and

(3) the types of cancer for which the claims were submitted.

(c) The February 1, 2030 report required pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section shall, in addition to setting forth the information required pursuant to
subsection (a):

(1) aggregate and summarize the data required pursuant to subsection
(a) for the preceding six years;

(2) compare the incidence of cancer among firefighters in Vermont to
the incidence of cancer among firefighters nationally; and

(3) include a recommendation regarding any legislative action needed to
better address the occurrence of cancer among firefighters in Vermont.

Sec. 15. DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY; FIRE DEPARTMENTS;
SUBSIDY FOR ANNUAL CANCER SCREENING

(a) The Division of Fire Safety shall subsidize the cost of providing cancer
screening to Vermont professional and volunteer firefighters, as well as all
enrollees in the Vermont Fire Academy Firefighter I program, during fiscal
year 2025 to the extent that funds are appropriated for that purpose.

(b)(1) Cancer screening subsidized pursuant to this section shall consist of:

(A) a multi-cancer early detection blood test;

(B) an ultrasound of vital organs, including abdominal aorta, thyroid,
liver, gallbladder, spleen, bladder, kidney, testicles for males, and exterior
pelvis for females; and



- 3882 -

(C) any additional screening that the Executive Director determines
to be appropriate.

(2) The Executive Director shall determine the specific types of
screening tests to subsidize pursuant to the provision of this section in
consultation with appropriate licensed medical professionals.

(c) The Executive Director may utilize the funds appropriated pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section to:

(1) provide grants to fire departments to subsidize the cost of cancer
screening; or

(2) contract directly with one or more entities to provide cancer
screening to fire departments at a discounted rate; or

(3) both.

* * * Unpaid Medical Leave * * *

Sec. 16. 21 V.S.A. § 471 is amended to read:

§ 471. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

* * *

(3) “Family leave” means a leave of absence from employment by an
employee who works for an employer which that employs 15 or more
individuals who are employed for an average of at least 30 hours per week
during the year for one of the following reasons:

(A) the serious illness health condition of the employee; or

(B) the serious illness health condition of the employee’s child,
stepchild or ward who lives with the employee, foster child, parent, spouse, or
parent of the employee’s spouse.

(4) “Health care provider” means a licensed health care provider or a
health care provider as defined pursuant to 29 C.F.R. § 825.125.

(5) “Parental leave” means a leave of absence from employment by an
employee who works for an employer which that employs 10 or more
individuals who are employed for an average of at least 30 hours per week
during the year for one of the following reasons:

* * *

(5)(6) “Serious illness health condition” means:
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(A) an accident, illness, injury, disease, or physical or mental
condition that:

(A)(i) poses imminent danger of death;

(B)(ii) requires inpatient care in a hospital, hospice, or residential
medical care facility; or

(C)(iii) requires continuing in-home care under the direction of
treatment by a physician health care provider; or

(B) rehabilitation from an accident, illness, injury, disease, or
physical or mental condition described in subdivision (A) of this subdivision
(6), including treatment for substance use disorder.

Sec. 17. 21 V.S.A. § 472 is amended to read:

§ 472. LEAVE

(a) During any 12-month period, an employee shall be entitled to take
unpaid leave for a period not to exceed 12 weeks:

* * *

(2) for family leave, for the serious illness health condition of the
employee or the employee’s child, stepchild or ward of the employee who
lives with the employee, foster child, parent, spouse, or parent of the
employee’s spouse.

* * *

(e)(1) An employee shall give reasonable written notice of intent to take
leave under this subchapter. Notice shall include the date the leave is expected
to commence and the estimated duration of the leave.

(2) In the case of the adoption or birth of a child, an employer shall not
require that notice be given more than six weeks prior to the anticipated
commencement of the leave.

(3) In the case of a serious illness health condition of the employee or a
member of the employee’s family, an employer may require certification from
a physician health care provider to verify the condition and the amount and
necessity for the leave requested.

(4) An employee may return from leave earlier than estimated upon
approval of the employer.

(5) An employee shall provide reasonable notice to the employer of his
or her the need to extend leave to the extent provided by this chapter
subchapter.
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* * *

(h) Except for serious illness health condition of the employee, an
employee who does not return to employment with the employer who provided
the leave shall return to the employer the value of any compensation paid to or
on behalf of the employee during the leave, except payments for accrued sick
leave or vacation leave.

* * * Baby Bonds Trust Program * * *

Sec. 18. 3 V.S.A. chapter 20 is added to read:

CHAPTER 20. VERMONT BABY BOND TRUST

§ 601. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Designated beneficiary” means an individual born on or after July
1, 2024 who was eligible at birth for coverage in the Dr. Dynasaur program
established in accordance with Title XIX (Medicaid) and Title XXI (SCHIP)
of the Social Security Act or for coverage available pursuant to 33 V.S.A.
chapter 19, subchapter 9.

(2) “Eligible expenditure” means an expenditure associated with any of
the following, each as prescribed by the Treasurer:

(A) education of a designated beneficiary;

(B) purchase of a dwelling unit or real property in Vermont by a
designated beneficiary;

(C) investment in a business in Vermont by a designated beneficiary;
or

(D) investment or rollover in a qualified retirement account,
Section 529 account, or Section 529A account established for the benefit of a
designated beneficiary.

(3) “Trust” means the Vermont Baby Bond Trust established by this
chapter.

§ 602. VERMONT BABY BOND TRUST; ESTABLISHMENT

(a) There is established the Vermont Baby Bond Trust, to be administered
by the Office of the State Treasurer. The Trust shall constitute an
instrumentality of the State and shall perform essential governmental functions
as provided in this chapter. The Trust shall receive and hold until disbursed in
accordance with section 607 of this title all payments, deposits, and
contributions intended for the Trust; as well as gifts, bequests, and
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endowments; federal, State, and local grants; any other funds from any public
or private source; and all earnings on these funds.

(b)(1) The amounts on deposit in the Trust shall not constitute property of
the State, and the Trust shall not be construed to be a department, institution,
or agency of the State. Amounts on deposit in the Trust shall not be
commingled with State funds, and the State shall have no claim to or against,
or interest in, the amounts on deposit in the Trust.

(2) Any contract entered into by, or any obligation of, the Trust shall not
constitute a debt or obligation of the State, and the State shall have no
obligation to any designated beneficiary or any other person on account of the
Trust.

(3) All amounts obligated to be paid from the Trust shall be limited to
the amounts available for that obligation on deposit in the Trust, and the
availability of amounts for a class of designated beneficiaries does not
constitute an assurance that amounts will be available to the same degree, or at
all, to another class of designated beneficiaries. The amounts on deposit in the
Trust shall only be disbursed in accordance with the provisions of section 607
of this title.

(4) The Trust shall continue in existence until it no longer holds any
deposits or has any obligations and its existence is terminated by law. Upon
termination, any unclaimed assets shall return to the State and shall be
governed by the provisions of 27 V.S.A chapter 18.

(c) The Treasurer shall be responsible for receiving, maintaining,
administering, investing, and disbursing amounts from the Trust. The Trust
shall not receive deposits in any form other than cash.

§ 603. TREASURER’S TRUST AUTHORITY

The Treasurer, on behalf of the Trust and for purposes of the Trust, may:

(1) receive and invest monies in the Trust in any instruments,
obligations, securities, or property in accordance with section 604 of this title;

(2) enter into one or more contractual agreements, including contracts
for legal, actuarial, accounting, custodial, advisory, management,
administrative, advertising, marketing, or consulting services, for the Trust and
pay for such services from the assets of the Trust;

(3) procure insurance in connection with the Trust’s property, assets,
activities, or deposits and pay for such insurance from the assets of the Trust;

(4) apply for, accept, and expend gifts, grants, and donations from
public or private sources to enable the Trust to carry out its objectives;
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(5) adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25;

(6) sue and be sued;

(7) establish one or more funds within the Trust and expend reasonable
amounts from the funds for internal costs of administration; and

(8) take any other action necessary to carry out the purposes of this
chapter.

§ 604. INVESTMENT OF FUNDS IN THE TRUST

The Treasurer shall invest the amounts on deposit in the Trust in a manner
reasonable and appropriate to achieve the objectives of the Trust, exercising
the discretion and care of a prudent person in similar circumstances with
similar objectives. The Treasurer shall give due consideration to the rate of
return, risk, term or maturity, and liquidity of any investment; diversification
of the total portfolio of investments within the Trust; projected disbursements
and expenditures; and the expected payments, deposits, contributions, and gifts
to be received. The Treasurer shall not invest directly in obligations of the
State or any political subdivision of the State or in any investment or other
fund administered by the Treasurer. The assets of the Trust shall be
continuously invested and reinvested in a manner consistent with the
objectives of the Trust until disbursed for eligible expenditures or expended on
expenses incurred by the operations of the Trust.

§ 605. EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION

The property of the Trust and the earnings on the Trust shall be exempt
from all taxation by the State or any political subdivision of the State.

§ 606. MONIES INVESTED IN TRUST NOT CONSIDERED ASSETS OR
INCOME

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, and to the extent
permitted by federal law, no sum of money invested in the Trust shall be
considered to be an asset or income for purposes of determining an
individual’s eligibility for assistance under any program administered by the
Agency of Human Services.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no sum of money
invested in the Trust shall be considered to be an asset for purposes of
determining an individual’s eligibility for need-based institutional aid grants
offered to an individual by a public postsecondary school located in Vermont.
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§ 607. ACCOUNTING FOR DESIGNATED BENEFICIARY; CLAIMS
REQUIREMENTS

(a) The Treasurer shall establish in the Trust an accounting for each
designated beneficiary in the amount of $3,200.00. Each accounting shall
include the initial amount of $3,200.00, plus the designated beneficiary’s pro
rata share of total net earnings from investments of sums held in the Trust.

(b) A designated beneficiary shall become eligible to receive the total sum
of the accounting under subsection (a) of this section upon the designated
beneficiary’s 18th birthday and completion of a financial coaching
requirement as prescribed by the Treasurer. The sum shall only be used for
eligible expenditures.

(c) The Treasurer shall create a financial coaching program and materials
designed to educate designated beneficiaries and others about the permissible
use of funds available under this chapter.

(d) A designated beneficiary, or the designated beneficiary’s authorized
representative in the case of a designated beneficiary unable to make a claim
due to disability, may submit a claim for accounting until the designated
beneficiary’s 30th birthday, provided the designated beneficiary is a resident of
the State at the time of the claim. If a designated beneficiary dies before
submitting a valid claim or fails to submit a valid claim before the designated
beneficiary’s 30th birthday, the designated beneficiary’s accounting shall be
credited back to the assets of the Trust.

(e) The Treasurer shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to carry
out the purposes of this section, including prescribing the process for
submitting a valid claim for accounting.

§ 608. DATA SHARING

In carrying out the purposes of this chapter, the Treasurer may enter into an
intergovernmental agreement or memorandum of understanding with any
agency or instrumentality of the State requiring disclosure to execute the
purposes of this chapter to receive outreach, technical assistance, enforcement,
and compliance services; collection or dissemination of information pertinent
to the Trust, including protected health information and personal identification
information, subject to such obligations of confidentiality as may be agreed to
or required by law; or other services or assistance.

§ 609. IMPLEMENTATION; PILOT PROGRAM

The Treasurer’s duty to implement this chapter is contingent upon
publication by the Treasurer of an official statement that the Treasurer has
received donations designated for purposes of implementation or
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administration of the Trust in an amount sufficient to operate a pilot program.
Upon publication, the Treasurer shall commence a pilot program implementing
the Trust pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. The pilot program shall be
used to evaluate the impact, effectiveness, and operational necessities of a
permanent program consistent with this chapter.

Sec. 19. VERMONT BABY BOND TRUST; HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES;
REPORT

(a) The Office of the State Treasurer, in consultation with interested
stakeholders, shall evaluate the following issues and options under the
Vermont Baby Bond Trust program established in 3 V.S.A. chapter 20:

(1) increasing housing opportunities in Vermont through investment of
Trust funds, including:

(A) how the Treasurer may, consistent with the Treasurer’s fiduciary
obligations and subject to the provisions of 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 2,
invest the funds to advance housing opportunities in Vermont;

(B) the amount of funds that could be invested in this manner; and

(C) the anticipated impact of these investments on housing in
Vermont;

(2) potential funding sources for the program;

(3) creating eligibility conditions for, and safeguards to protect, a
beneficiary’s investment in a business in Vermont;

(4) additional mechanisms to encourage beneficiaries to stay in
Vermont, including:

(A) incentives to encourage beneficiaries to expend funds on
education at in-State institutions; and

(B) the feasibility of limiting expenditures on education to in-State
institutions while permitting waivers to access out-of-State institutions based
on program availability and capacity;

(5) modifications to the financial coaching element of the program,
including:

(A) ensuring a parent or caretaker of a beneficiary is made aware of
the program at or around the time of the beneficiary’s birth and offered a
financial coaching program substantially similar to that offered beneficiaries;

(B) providing additional financial coaching opportunities for
beneficiaries who delay withdrawing funds after meeting eligibility conditions;
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(C) utilizing an advisory board to assist in developing the financial
coaching element; and

(D) measures to expand financial coaching to all children living in
Vermont;

(6) measures for achieving inflationary adjustment of the statutorily
mandated accounting;

(7) whether additional needs-based programs administered by the State
may be impacted by a beneficiary’s entitlement to funds in the Trust;

(8) the feasibility of altering the program to permit unclaimed funds to
roll over into a beneficiary’s retirement account, including mechanisms for
creating an account on behalf of a beneficiary and ensuring funds in the
account are not accessible until the beneficiary reaches retirement age; and

(9) any other issues relating to the Vermont Baby Bond Trust
investments that the Treasurer identifies as warranting study.

(b) On or before January 15, 2025, the Office of the State Treasurer shall
submit a written report to the General Assembly with its findings and any
recommendations for legislative action.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 20. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Sec. 11 (workers’ compensation rulemaking technical
corrections) shall take effect on passage.

(b) Sec. 3 (amending 21 V.S.A. § 1347(d)) shall take effect upon the earlier
of July 1, 2026 or the implementation of the Department of Labor’s updated
unemployment insurance information technology system.

(c) The remaining sections shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to miscellaneous unemployment insurance, workers’
compensation, and employment practices amendments and to establishing the
Vermont Baby Bond Trust

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 21, 2024, pages 517 -
529)
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H. 780.

An act relating to judicial nominations and appointments.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Norris for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

It is the intent of the General Assembly that if the Executive Director of
Racial Equity designates another person to serve on the Judicial Nominating
Board pursuant to 4 V.S.A. § 601(b)(1)(E), the person designated shall be an
employee of the Agency of Administration who has experience with diversity,
equity, and inclusion issues.

Sec. 2. 4 V.S.A. § 601 is amended to read:

§ 601. JUDICIAL NOMINATING BOARD CREATED; COMPOSITION

(a) The Judicial Nominating Board is created for the nomination of
Supreme Court Justices, Superior judges, magistrates, and the Chair and
members of the Public Utility Commission.

(b)(1) The Board shall consist of 11 12 members who shall be selected as
follows:

(1)(A) The Governor shall appoint two members who are not attorneys,
one of whom may be an attorney at law.

(2)(B) The Senate shall elect three of its members, not all of whom shall
be members of the same party, and only one of whom may be an attorney at
law.

(3)(C) The House shall elect three of its members, not all of whom shall
be members of the same party, and only one of whom may be an attorney at
law.

(4)(D) Attorneys at law admitted to practice before the Supreme Court
of Vermont, and residing in the State, shall elect three of their number as
members of the Board. The Supreme Court shall regulate the manner of their
nomination and election.

(E) The Executive Director of Racial Equity, or designee.

(5)(2) The members of the Board shall serve for terms of two years. All
appointments or elections shall be between January 1 and February 1 of each
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odd-numbered year, except to fill a vacancy. A House vacancy that occurs
when the General Assembly is adjourned shall be filled by the Speaker of the
House and a Senate vacancy that occurs when the General Assembly is
adjourned shall be filled by the Senate Committee on Committees. Members
shall serve until their successors are elected or appointed. Members shall serve
no not more than three consecutive terms in any capacity.

(6)(3) The members shall elect their own chair, who will serve for a
term of two years.

* * *

Sec. 3. 4 V.S.A. § 602 is amended to read:

§ 602. DUTIES; JUSTICES, JUDGES, MAGISTRATES, AND THE CHAIR
OF THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

(a)(1) Prior to submitting to the Governor the names of candidates for
Justices of the Supreme Court, Superior Court judges, magistrates, and the
Chair of the Public Utility Commission, the Judicial Nominating Board shall
submit to the Court Administrator a list of all candidates, and he or she the
Court Administrator shall disclose to the Board information solely about
professional disciplinary action taken or pending concerning any candidate.

(2) From the list of candidates, the Judicial Nominating Board shall
select by three-fourths majority vote, provided that a quorum is present, well-
qualified candidates for the position to be filled.

(b) Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office of a Supreme Court Justice, a
Superior Court judge, magistrate, or Chair of the Public Utility Commission,
or when an incumbent does not declare that he or she the incumbent will be a
candidate to succeed himself or herself themselves, the Board shall submit to
the Governor the names of as many persons as it deems well qualified to be
appointed to the office.

(c)(1) A candidate for judge or Justice shall be a Vermont resident and an
experienced lawyer who has practiced law in Vermont for a minimum of
ten 10 years, with at least five years in Vermont immediately preceding his or
her the candidate’s application to the Board. The Board may make exceptions
to the five-year requirement for absences from practice that the candidate’s
five years of practice in Vermont be contiguous and immediately preceding the
candidate’s application for reasons including family, military, academic, or
medical leave.

(2) A candidate for magistrate shall be a Vermont resident and an
experienced lawyer who has practiced law in Vermont for at least five years
immediately preceding his or her the candidate’s application to the Board. The
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Board may make exceptions to the requirement that the candidate’s five years
of practice in Vermont be contiguous and immediately preceding the
candidate’s application for reasons including family, military, academic, or
medical leave.

(3) A candidate for Chair of the Public Utility Commission shall not be
required to be an attorney; however, if the candidate is admitted to practice
law in Vermont, the Judicial Nominating Board shall submit the candidate’s
name to the Court Administrator, and he or she the Court Administrator shall
disclose to the Board information solely about professional disciplinary action
taken or pending concerning the candidate. If a candidate is not admitted to
practice law in Vermont, but practices a profession requiring licensure,
certification, or other professional regulation by the State, the Judicial
Nominating Board shall submit the candidate’s name to the State professional
regulatory entity and that entity shall disclose to the Board any professional
disciplinary action taken or pending concerning the candidate.

(d) A candidate shall possess the following attributes:

(1) Integrity. A candidate shall possess a record and reputation for
excellent character and integrity.

(2) Legal knowledge and ability. A candidate shall possess a high
degree of knowledge of established legal principles and procedures and have
demonstrated a high degree of ability to interpret and apply the law to specific
factual situations.

(3) Judicial temperament. A candidate shall possess an appropriate
judicial temperament.

(4) Impartiality. A candidate shall exhibit an ability to make judicial
determinations in a manner free of bias.

(5) Communication capability. A candidate shall possess demonstrated
oral and written capacities, with reasonable accommodations, required by the
position.

(6) Financial integrity. A candidate shall possess demonstrated financial
probity.

(7) Work ethic. A candidate shall demonstrate diligence.

(8) Administrative capabilities. A candidate shall demonstrate
management and organizational skills or experience required by the position.

(9) Courtroom experience. For Superior Court, a candidate shall have
sufficient trial or other comparable experience that ensures knowledge of the
Vermont Rules of Evidence and courtroom procedure. For the Environmental
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Division of the Superior Court, a candidate shall have experience in
environmental and zoning law.

(10) Other. A candidate shall possess other attributes the Board deems
relevant as identified through its rules.

(e) The Board shall consider the extent to which a candidate would
contribute to a Judicial branch that has diverse backgrounds and a broad range
of lived experience.

Sec. 4. 4 V.S.A. § 603 is amended to read:

§ 603. APPOINTMENT OF JUSTICES, JUDGES, MAGISTRATES,
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION CHAIR, AND MEMBERS

Whenever the Governor appoints a Supreme Court Justice, a Superior
Judge, a magistrate, the Chair of the Public Utility Commission, or a member
of the Public Utility Commission, he or she the Governor shall select from the
list of names of qualified well-qualified persons submitted by the Judicial
Nominating Board pursuant to law. The names of candidates submitted and
not selected shall remain confidential.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of February 27, 2024, pages
317 - 321)

H. 876.

An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to the corrections laws.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Sears for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. 28 V.S.A. § 801 is amended to read:

§ 801. MEDICAL CARE OF INMATES

(a) Provision of medical care. The Department shall provide health care
for inmates in accordance with the prevailing medical standards. When the
provision of such care requires that the inmate be taken outside the boundaries
of the correctional facility wherein the inmate is confined, the Department
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shall provide reasonable safeguards, when deemed necessary, for the custody
of the inmate while he or she the inmate is confined at a medical facility.

(b) Screenings and assessments.

(1) Upon admission to a correctional facility for a minimum of 14
consecutive days, each inmate shall be given a physical assessment unless
extenuating circumstances exist.

(2) Within 24 hours after admission to a correctional facility, each
inmate shall be screened for substance use disorders as part of the initial and
ongoing substance use screening and assessment process. This process
includes screening and assessment for opioid use disorders.

(c) Emergency care. When there is reason to believe an inmate is in need
of medical care, the officers and employees shall render emergency first aid
and immediately secure additional medical care for the inmate in accordance
with the standards set forth in subsection (a) of this section. A correctional
facility shall have on staff at all times at least one person trained in emergency
first aid.

(d) Policies. The Department shall establish and maintain policies for the
delivery of health care in accordance with the standards in subsection (a) of
this section.

(e) Pre-existing prescriptions; definitions for subchapter.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, an inmate who is
admitted to a correctional facility while under the medical care of a licensed
physician, a licensed physician assistant, or a licensed advanced practice
registered nurse and who is taking medication at the time of admission
pursuant to a valid prescription as verified by the inmate’s pharmacy of record,
primary care provider, other licensed care provider, or as verified by the
Vermont Prescription Monitoring System or other prescription monitoring or
information system, including buprenorphine, methadone, or other medication
prescribed in the course of medication-assisted treatment medication for opioid
use disorder, shall be entitled to continue that medication and to be provided
that medication by the Department pending an evaluation by a licensed
physician, a licensed physician assistant, or a licensed advanced practice
registered nurse.

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, the Department
may defer provision of a validly prescribed medication in accordance with this
subsection if, in the clinical judgment of a licensed physician, a physician
assistant, or an advanced practice registered nurse, it is not medically
necessary to continue the medication at that time.
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(3) The licensed practitioner who makes the clinical judgment to
discontinue a medication shall cause the reason for the discontinuance to be
entered into the inmate’s medical record, specifically stating the reason for the
discontinuance. The inmate shall be provided, both orally and in writing, with
a specific explanation of the decision to discontinue the medication and with
notice of the right to have his or her the inmate’s community-based prescriber
notified of the decision. If the inmate provides signed authorization, the
Department shall notify the community-based prescriber in writing of the
decision to discontinue the medication.

(4) It is not the intent of the General Assembly that this subsection shall
create a new or additional private right of action.

(5) As used in this subchapter:

(A) “Medically necessary” describes health care services that are
appropriate in terms of type, amount, frequency, level, setting, and duration to
the individual’s diagnosis or condition, are informed by generally accepted
medical or scientific evidence, and are consistent with generally accepted
practice parameters. Such services shall be informed by the unique needs of
each individual and each presenting situation, and shall include a
determination that a service is needed to achieve proper growth and
development or to prevent the onset or worsening of a health condition.

(B) “Medication-assisted treatment” shall have “Medication for
opioid use disorder” has the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A. § 4750.

(f) Third-party medical provider contracts. Any contract between the
Department and a provider of physical or mental health services shall establish
policies and procedures for continuation and provision of medication at the
time of admission and thereafter, as determined by an appropriate evaluation,
which will protect the mental and physical health of inmates.

(g) Prescription medication; reentry planning.

(1) If an offender takes a prescribed medication while incarcerated and
that prescribed medication continues to be both available at the facility and
clinically appropriate for the offender at the time of discharge from the
correctional facility, the Department or its contractor shall provide the
offender, at the time of release, with not less than a 28-day supply of the
prescribed medication, if possible, to ensure that the inmate may continue
taking the medication as prescribed until the offender is able to fill a new
prescription for the medication in the community. The Department or its
contractor shall also provide the offender exiting the facility with a valid
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prescription to continue the medication after any supply provided during
release from the facility is depleted.

(2) The Department or its contractor shall identify any necessary
licensed health care provider or substance use disorder treatment program, or
both, and schedule an intake appointment for the offender with the provider or
program to ensure that the offender can continue care in the community as part
of the offender’s reentry plan. The Department or its contractor may employ
or contract with a case worker or health navigator to assist with scheduling any
health care appointments in the community.

Sec. 2. 28 V.S.A. § 801b is amended to read:

§ 801b. MEDICATION-ASSISTED TREATMENT MEDICATION FOR
OPIOID USE DISORDER IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

(a) If an inmate receiving medication-assisted treatment medication for
opioid use disorder prior to entering the correctional facility continues to
receive medication prescribed in the course of medication-assisted treatment
medication for opioid use disorder pursuant to section 801 of this title, the
inmate shall be authorized to receive that medication for as long as medically
necessary.

(b)(1) If at any time an inmate screens positive as having an opioid use
disorder, the inmate may elect to commence buprenorphine-specific
medication-assisted treatment medication for opioid use disorder if it is
deemed medically necessary by a provider authorized to prescribe
buprenorphine. The inmate shall be authorized to receive the medication as
soon as possible and for as long as medically necessary.

(2) Nothing in this subsection shall prevent an inmate who commences
medication-assisted treatment medication for opioid use disorder while in a
correctional facility from transferring from buprenorphine to methadone if:

(A) methadone is deemed medically necessary by a provider
authorized to prescribe methadone; and

(B) the inmate elects to commence methadone as recommended by a
provider authorized to prescribe methadone.

(c) The licensed practitioner who makes the clinical judgment to
discontinue a medication shall cause the reason for the discontinuance to be
entered into the inmate’s medical record, specifically stating the reason for the
discontinuance. The inmate shall be provided, both orally and in writing, with
a specific explanation of the decision to discontinue the medication and with
notice of the right to have his or her the inmate’s community-based prescriber
notified of the decision. If the inmate provides signed authorization, the



- 3897 -

Department shall notify the community-based prescriber in writing of the
decision to discontinue the medication.

(d)(1) As part of reentry planning, the Department shall commence
medication-assisted treatment medication for opioid use disorder prior to an
inmate’s offender’s release if:

(A) the inmate offender screens positive for an opioid use disorder;

(B) medication-assisted treatment medication for opioid use disorder
is medically necessary; and

(C) the inmate offender elects to commence medication-assisted
treatment medication for opioid use disorder.

(2) If medication-assisted treatment medication for opioid use disorder
is indicated and despite best efforts induction is not possible prior to release,
the Department shall ensure comprehensive care coordination with a
community-based provider.

(3) If an offender takes a prescribed medication as part of medication
for opioid use disorder while incarcerated and that prescription medication is
both available at the facility and clinically appropriate for the offender at the
time of discharge from the correctional facility, the Department or its
contractor shall provide the offender, at the time of release, with a legally
permissible supply to ensure that the offender may continue taking the
medication as prescribed prior to obtaining the prescription medication in the
community.

(e)(1) Counseling or behavioral therapies shall be provided in conjunction
with the use of medication for medication-assisted treatment as provided for in
the Department of Health’s “Rule Governing Medication-Assisted Therapy for
Opioid Dependence Medication for Opioid Use Disorder for: (1) Office-Based
Opioid Treatment Providers Prescribing Buprenorphine; and (2) Opioid
Treatment Providers.”

(2) As part of reentry planning, the Department shall inform and offer
care coordination to an offender to expedite access to counseling and
behavioral therapies within the community.

(3) As part of reentry planning, the Department or its contractor shall
identify any necessary licensed health care provider or an opioid use disorder
treatment program, or both, and schedule an intake appointment for the
offender with the providers or treatment program, or both, to ensure that the
offender can continue treatment in the community as part of the offender’s
reentry plan. The Department or its contractor may employ or contract with a
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case worker or health navigator to assist with scheduling any health care
appointments in the community.

Sec. 3. JOINT LEGISLATIVE JUSTICE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE;
EARNED TIME EXPANSION; PAROLEES; EDUCATIONAL
CREDITS, REVIEW

(a) The Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee shall review whether
the Department of Corrections’ current earned time program should be
expanded to include parolees, as well as permitting earned time for educational
credits for both offenders and parolees.

(b) The review of the Department’s earned time program shall also include
an examination of the current operation and effectiveness of the Department’s
victim notification system and whether it has the capabilities to handle an
expansion of the earned time program. The Committee shall solicit testimony
from the Department; the Center for Crime Victim Services; victims and
survivors of crimes, including those who serve on the advisory council for the
Center for Crime Victim Services; and the Department of State’s Attorneys
and Sheriffs.

(c) On or before November 15, 2024, the Committee shall submit any
recommendations from the study pursuant to this section to the Senate
Committee on Judiciary and the House Committee on Corrections and
Institutions.

Sec. 4. 23 V.S.A. § 115 is amended to read:

§ 115. NONDRIVER IDENTIFICATION CARDS

* * *

(m)(1) An individual sentenced to serve a period of imprisonment of six
months or more committed to the custody of the Commissioner of Corrections
who is eligible for a nondriver identification card under the requirements of
this section shall, upon proper application and in advance of release from a
correctional facility, be provided with a nondriver identification card for a fee
of $0.00.

(2) As part of reentry planning, the Department of Corrections shall
inquire with the individual to be released about the individual’s desire to
obtain a nondriver identification card or any driving credential, if eligible, and
inform the individual about the differences, including any costs to the
individual.

(3) If the individual desires a nondriver identification card, the
Department of Corrections shall coordinate with the Department of Motor



- 3899 -

Vehicles to provide an identification card for the individual at the time of
release.

Sec. 5. FAMILY VISITATION; STUDY COMMITTEE; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Family Friendly Visitation Study
Committee to examine how the Department of Corrections can facilitate
greater family friendly visitation methods for all inmates who identify as
parents, guardians, and parents with visitation rights.

(b) Membership. The Study Committee shall be composed of the
following members:

(1) the Commissioner of Corrections or designee;

(2) the Child, Family, and Youth Advocate or designee;

(3) a representative from Lund’s Kids-A-Part program;

(4) the Commissioner for Children and Families or designee; and

(5) a representative from the Vermont Network Against Domestic and
Sexual Violence.

(c) Powers and duties. The Study Committee shall study methods and
approaches to better family friendly visitation for inmates who identify as
parents, guardians, and parents with visitation rights, including the following
issues:

(1) establishing a Department policy that facilitates family friendly
visitation to inmates who identify as parents, guardians, and parents with
visitation rights;

(2) assessing correctional facility capacity and resources needed to
facilitate greater family friendly visitation to inmates who identify as parents,
guardians, and parents with visitation rights;

(3) evaluating the possibility of locating inmates at correctional
facilities closer to family;

(4) assessing how inmate discipline at a correctional facility affects
family visitation;

(5) examining the current Kids-A-Part visitation program and
determining steps to achieve parity with the objectives pursuant to subsection
(a) of this section;

(6) exploring more family friendly visiting days and hours; and

(7) consulting with other stakeholders on relevant issues as necessary.
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(d) Assistance. The Study Committee shall have the administrative,
technical, and legal assistance of the Department of Corrections.

(e) Report. On or before January 15, 2025, the Study Committee shall
submit a written report to the House Committee on Corrections and
Institutions and the Senate Committee on Judiciary with its findings and any
recommendations for legislative action.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Commissioner of Corrections or designee shall call the first
meeting of the Study Committee to occur on or before August 1, 2024.

(2) The Study Committee shall meet not more than six times.

(3) The Commissioner of Corrections or designee shall serve as the
Chair of the Study Committee.

(4) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(5) The Study Committee shall cease to exist on February 15, 2025.

(g) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Study Committee
who are not employees of the State of Vermont and who are not otherwise
compensated or reimbursed for their attendance shall be entitled to
compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for
not more than six meetings per year.

Sec. 6. CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES; INMATE POPULATION
REDUCTION; REPORT

(a) Findings and intent.

(1) The General Assembly finds that the population of inmates in
Vermont has risen from approximately 300 detainees per day in 2020 to
approximately 500 detainees per day in 2024 while the sentenced population
has remained relatively stable during the same time period.

(2) It is the intent of the General Assembly that, by 2034, the practice of
Vermont inmates being housed in privately operated, for-profit, or out-of-state
correctional facilities shall be prohibited so that corporations are not enriched
for depriving the liberty of persons sentenced to imprisonment. It is the
further intent of the General Assembly that such a prohibition does not affect
inmates who are incarcerated pursuant to an interstate compact.

(b) Report. On or before November 15, 2025, the Judiciary, in
consultation with the Department of Corrections, the Department of Buildings
and General Services, the Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs, the
Office of the Defender General, and the Law Enforcement Advisory Board,
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shall submit a written report to the House Committee on Corrections and
Institutions and the Senate Committee on Judiciary detailing methods to
reduce the number of offenders and detainees in Vermont correctional
facilities. The report shall include:

(1) identifying new laws or amendments to current laws to help reduce
the number of individuals who enter the criminal justice system;

(2) methods to divert individuals away from the criminal justice system
once involved;

(3) initiatives to keep individuals involved in the criminal justice system
out of Vermont’s correctional facilities; and

(4) an analysis of the financial savings attributed to implementing
subdivisions (1)–(3) of this subsection and how any savings can be reinvested.

(c) Status update. On or before December 1, 2024, the Department of
Corrections shall provide a status update of the report identified in subsection
(b) of this section to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee in the
form of a written outline, which shall include any legislative
recommendations.

(d) Support. The stakeholders identified in subsection (b) of this section
may contract with third parties to assist in the development of the report
pursuant to this section.

Sec. 7. REENTRY SERVICES; NEW CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES;
PROGRAMMING; RECOMMENDATIONS

On or before November 15, 2024, the Department of Corrections, in
consultation with the Department of Buildings and General Services, shall
submit recommendations to the Senate Committee on Judiciary and the House
Committee on Corrections and Institutions detailing the following:

(1) an examination of the Department of Corrections’ reentry and
transitional services with the objective to transition and implement modern
strategies and facilities to assist individuals involved with the criminal justice
system to obtain housing, vocational and job opportunities, and other services
to successfully reintegrate into society;

(2) the recommended size of a new women’s correctional facility,
including the scope and quality of programming and services housed in the
facility and any therapeutic, educational, and other specialty design features
necessary to support the programming and services offered in the facility; and

(3) whether it is advisable to construct a new men’s correctional facility
on the same campus as the women’s correctional facility or at another location.
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Sec. 8. EXECUTIVE BRANCH; POSITIONS; RECLASSIFICATION

To the extent funds are available and based on the operational needs of the
Executive Branch as determined by the Secretary of Administration in
accordance with 3 V.S.A. § 2224, in fiscal year 2025, seven permanent,
classified manager positions that are currently vacant shall be transferred and
properly classified as central operations specialist positions within the
Department of Corrections. In addition to any other duties deemed appropriate
by the Department, the central operations specialists shall assist in the
Department’s obligations to attend to individuals in its custody who are
located or admitted at hospitals.

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(No House amendments)

H. 878.

An act relating to miscellaneous judiciary procedures.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Sears for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. 4 V.S.A. § 41 is added to read:

§ 41. COURT SECURITY OFFICERS

(a) Authorization. The Court Administrator shall define the scope of duties
for Judiciary-employed Court Security Officers. The Court Administrator
shall have direct authority over Judiciary-employed Court Security Officers
and may authorize them to perform judicial security officer functions
necessary for the performance of their duties.

(b) Training. The Court Administrator shall develop a training program
pursuant to appropriate training standards to perform judicial security officer
functions. The Court Administrator shall establish a use of force policy based
on State standards.

(c) Training; equipment. At the direction of the Court Administrator and
with the approval of the Court Security and Safety Program Manager,
Judiciary-employed Court Security Officers shall be provided with training
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and equipment necessary for the performance of their duties. Equipment
provided pursuant to this subsection shall remain the property of the Judiciary.

(d) Coordination of Judiciary security. Judiciary-employed Court Security
Officers shall provide security at court properties and at other court-related
functions for the Vermont Judiciary at the direction of the Court Administrator.

(e) Construction. This section shall not be construed to limit the Court
Administrator’s authority to hire additional court security personnel, including
private security guards and County Sheriffs.

Sec. 2. 4 V.S.A. § 355 is amended to read:

§ 355. DISQUALIFICATION OR DISABILITY OF JUDGE

When a Probate judge is incapacitated for the duties of office by absence,
removal from the district, resignation, sickness, death, or otherwise or if the
judge or the judge’s spouse or child is heir or legatee under a will filed in the
judge’s district, or if the judge is executor or administrator of the estate of a
deceased person in his or her the judge’s district, or is interested as a creditor
or otherwise in a question to be decided by the court, he or she the judge shall
not act as judge. The judge’s duties shall be performed by a Superior judge
assigned by the presiding judge of the unit.

Sec. 3. 4 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:

§ 1102. JUDICIAL BUREAU; JURISDICTION

* * *

(b) The Judicial Bureau shall have jurisdiction of the following matters:

* * *

(4) Violations of 7 V.S.A. § 1005(a) 1005, relating to possession of
tobacco products by a person under 21 years of age.

* * *

Sec. 4. 12 V.S.A. § 1913(b) is amended to read:

(b) Authentication, admissibility, and presumptions.

(1) A digital record electronically registered in a blockchain shall be
self-authenticating pursuant to Vermont Rule of Evidence 902, if it is
accompanied by a written declaration of a qualified person, made under oath,
stating the qualification of the person to make the certification and:

(A) the date and time the record entered the blockchain;

(B) the date and time the record was received from the blockchain;
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(C) that the record was maintained in the blockchain as a regular
conducted activity; and

(D) that the record was made by the regularly conducted activity as a
regular practice.

* * *

Sec. 5. 12 V.S.A. § 3087 is amended to read:

§ 3087. RECOGNIZANCE FOR TRUSTEE’S COSTS

The plaintiff in a trustee process shall give security for costs to the trustee
by way of recognizance by some person other than the plaintiff. The security
shall be in the sum of $50.00 for a summons returnable to a Superior Court. If
trustee process issues without a minute of the recognizance, with the name of
the surety and the sum in which he or she is bound, signed by the clerk
thereon, the trustee shall be discharged. [Repealed.]

Sec. 6. 13 V.S.A. § 3281 is amended to read:

§ 3281. SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS’ RIGHTS

(a) Short title. This section may be cited as the “Bill of Rights for Sexual
Assault Survivors.”

(b) Definition. As used in this section, “sexual assault survivor” means a
person who is a victim of an alleged sexual offense.

(c) Survivors’ rights. When a sexual assault survivor makes a verbal or
written report to a law enforcement officer, emergency department, sexual
assault nurse examiner, or victim’s advocate of an alleged sexual offense, the
recipient of the report shall provide written notification to the survivor that he
or she the survivor has the following rights:

(1) The right to receive a medical forensic examination and any related
toxicology testing at no cost to the survivor in accordance with 32 V.S.A.
§ 1407, irrespective of whether the survivor reports to or cooperates with law
enforcement. If the survivor opts to have a medical forensic examination, he
or she the survivor shall have the following additional rights:

(A) the right to have the medical forensic examination kit or its
probative contents delivered to a forensics laboratory within 72 hours of
collection;

(B) the right to have the sexual assault evidence collection kit or its
probative contents preserved without charge for the duration of the maximum
applicable statute of limitations;
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(C) the right to be informed in writing of all policies governing the
collection, storage, preservation, and disposal of a sexual assault evidence
collection kit;

(D) the right to be informed of a DNA profile match on a kit
reported to law enforcement or on a confidential kit, on a toxicology report, or
on a medical record documenting a medical forensic examination, if the
disclosure would not impede or compromise an ongoing investigation; and

(E) the right to be informed of the status and location of the sexual
assault evidence collection kit; and

(F) upon written request from the survivor, the right to:

(i) receive written notification from the appropriate official with
custody not later than 60 days before the date of the kit’s intended destruction
or disposal; and

(ii) be granted further preservation of the kit or its probative
contents.

(2) The right to consult with a sexual assault advocate.

(3) The right to information concerning the availability of protective
orders and policies related to the enforcement of protective orders.

(4) The right to information about the availability of, and eligibility for,
victim compensation and restitution.

(5) The right to information about confidentiality.

(d) Notification protocols. The Vermont Network Against Domestic and
Sexual Violence and the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program, in
consultation with other parties referred to in this section, shall develop
protocols and written materials to assist all responsible entities in providing
notification to victims.

Sec. 7. 13 V.S.A. § 3401 is amended to read:

§ 3401. DEFINITION AND PUNISHMENT OF TREASON

A person owing allegiance to this State, who levies war or conspires to levy
war against the same, or adheres to the enemies thereof, giving them aid and
comfort, within the State or elsewhere, shall be guilty of treason against this
State and shall suffer the punishment of death be imprisoned for not less than
25 years with a maximum term of life and, in addition, may be fined not more
than $50,000.00.
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Sec. 8. REPEALS

The following sections are repealed: 13 V.S.A. § 7101 (sentence and
warrant); 13 V.S.A. § 7102 (pardon); 13 V.S.A. § 7103 (place of execution);
13 V.S.A. § 7104 (manner of confinement); 13 V.S.A. § 7105 (persons present
at execution); 13 V.S.A. § 7106 (manner of execution); and 13 V.S.A. § 7107
(returns of Commissioner).

Sec. 9. 13 V.S.A. § 4056 is amended to read:

§ 4056. SERVICE

(a) A petition, ex parte temporary order, or final order issued under this
subchapter shall be served in accordance with the Vermont Rules of Civil
Procedure and may be served by any law enforcement officer. A court that
issues an order under this chapter during court hours shall promptly transmit
the order electronically or by other means to a law enforcement agency for
service, and shall deliver a copy to the holding station.

(b) A respondent who attends a hearing held under section 4053, 4054, or
4055 of this title at which a temporary or final order under this subchapter is
issued and who receives notice from the court on the record that the order has
been issued shall be deemed to have been served. A respondent notified by the
court on the record shall be required to adhere immediately to the provisions
of the order. However, even when the court has previously notified the
respondent of the order, the court shall transmit the order for additional service
by a law enforcement agency. The clerk shall mail a copy of the order to the
respondent at the respondent’s last known address.

* * *

Sec. 10. 13 V.S.A. § 4814 is amended to read:

§ 4814. ORDER FOR EXAMINATION OF COMPETENCY

* * *

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an examination ordered
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section may be conducted by a doctoral-level
psychologist trained in forensic psychology and licensed under 26 V.S.A.
chapter 55. This subsection shall be repealed on July 1, 2024.

* * *

Sec. 11. 13 V.S.A. § 4816 is amended to read:

§ 4816. SCOPE OF EXAMINATION; REPORT; EVIDENCE

* * *
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(e) The relevant portion of a psychiatrist’s report or of a report conducted
pursuant to subsection 4814(d) of this title by a doctoral-level psychologist
trained in forensic psychology shall be admitted into evidence as an exhibit on
the issue of the person’s mental competency to stand trial and the opinion shall
be conclusive on the issue if agreed to by the parties and if found by the court
to be relevant and probative on the issue.

(f) Introduction of a report under subsection (d)(e) of this section shall not
preclude either party or the court from calling the psychiatrist or psychologist
who wrote the report as a witness or from calling witnesses or introducing
other relevant evidence. Any witness called by either party on the issue of the
defendant’s competency shall be at the State’s expense, or, if called by the
court, at the court’s expense.

Sec. 12. 13 V.S.A. § 7282 is amended to read:

§ 7282. SURCHARGE

(a) In addition to any penalty or fine imposed by the court for a criminal
offense or any civil penalty imposed by the Judicial Bureau for a traffic
violation, including any violation of a fish and wildlife statute or regulation,
violation of a motor vehicle statute, or violation of any local ordinance relating
to the operation of a motor vehicle, except violations relating to seat belts and
child restraints and ordinances relating to parking violations, the clerk of the
court or Judicial Bureau shall levy an additional surcharge of:

* * *

(8)(A) For any offense or violation committed after June 30, 2006, but
before July 1, 2008, $26.00, of which $18.75 shall be deposited in the Victims
Compensation Special Fund.

(B) For any offense or violation committed after June 30, 2008, but
before July 1, 2009, $36.00, of which $28.75 shall be deposited in the Victims’
Victims Compensation Special Fund.

(C) For any offense or violation committed after June 30, 2009, but
before July 1, 2013, $41.00, of which $27.50 $23.75 shall be deposited in the
Victims Compensation Special Fund created by section 5359 of this title, and
of which $13.50 $10.00 shall be deposited in the Domestic and Sexual
Violence Special Fund created by section 5360 of this title.

(D) For any offense or violation committed after June 30, 2013, but
before July 1, 2023, $47.00, of which $33.50 $29.75 shall be deposited in the
Victims Compensation Special Fund created by section 5359 of this title, and
of which $13.50 $10.00 shall be deposited in the Domestic and Sexual
Violence Special Fund created by section 5360 of this title.
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(E) For any offense or violation committed after June 30, 2023,
$47.00, of which $33.50 shall be deposited in the Victims Compensation
Special Fund created by section 5359 of this title, and of which $13.50 shall be
deposited in the Domestic and Sexual Violence Special Fund created by
section 5360 of this title.

* * *

(c) SIU surcharge. In addition to any penalty or fine imposed by the court
or Judicial Bureau for a criminal offense committed after July 1, 2009, the
clerk of the court or Judicial Bureau shall levy an additional surcharge of
$100.00 to be deposited in the General Fund, in support of the Specialized
Investigative Unit Grants Board created in 24 V.S.A. § 1940(c), and used to
pay for the costs of Specialized Investigative Units.

Sec. 13. 13 V.S.A. § 7554c(e)(3) is amended to read:

(3) All records of information obtained during risk assessment or needs
screening shall be stored in a manner making them accessible only to the
Director of Pretrial Services and pretrial service coordinators for a period of
three years, after which the records shall be maintained as required by sections
117 and 218 of this title 3 V.S.A. §§ 117 and 218 and any other State law. The
Director of Pretrial Services shall be responsible for the destruction of records
when ordered by the court.

Sec. 14. 14 V.S.A. § 4020 is amended to read:

§ 4020. LIABILITY FOR REFUSAL TO ACCEPT ACKNOWLEDGED
STATUTORY FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY

(a) As used in this section, “statutory form power of attorney” means a
power of attorney substantially in the form provided in section 4051 or 4052
of this title or that meets the requirements for a military power of attorney
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. § 1044b, as amended.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c)(b) of this section:

(1) a person shall either accept an acknowledged statutory form power
of attorney or request a certification, a translation, or an opinion of counsel
under subsection 4019(d) of this title not later than seven business days after
presentation of the power of attorney for acceptance;

(2) if a person requests a certification, a translation, or an opinion of
counsel under subsection 4019(d) of this title, the person shall accept the
statutory form power of attorney not later than five business days after receipt
of the certification, translation, or opinion of counsel; and
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(3) a person may not require an additional or different form of power of
attorney for authority granted in the statutory form power of attorney
presented.

(c)(b) A person is not required to accept an acknowledged statutory form
power of attorney if:

(1) the person is not otherwise required to engage in a transaction with
the principal in the same circumstances;

(2) engaging in a transaction with the agent or the principal in the same
circumstances would be inconsistent with federal or state law;

(3) the person has actual knowledge of the termination of the agent’s
authority or of the power of attorney before exercise of the power;

(4) a request for a certification, a translation, or an opinion of counsel
under subsection 4019(d) of this title is refused;

(5) the person in good faith believes that the power is not valid or that
the agent does not have the authority to perform the act requested, whether or
not a certification, a translation, or an opinion of counsel under subsection
4019(d) of this title has been requested or provided; or

(6) the person makes, or has actual knowledge that another person has
made, a report to the Adult Protective Services program or other appropriate
entity within the Department of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living or
to a law enforcement agency stating a good faith belief that the principal may
be subject to physical or financial abuse, neglect, exploitation, or abandonment
by the agent or a person acting for or with the agent.

(d)(c) A person who refuses in violation of this section to accept an
acknowledged statutory form power of attorney is subject to:

(1) a court order mandating acceptance of the power of attorney; and

(2) liability for reasonable attorney’s fees and costs incurred in any
action or proceeding that confirms the validity of the power of attorney or
mandates acceptance of the power of attorney.

Sec. 15. 14 V.S.A. § 4047 is amended to read:

§ 4047. GIFTS

* * *

(b) An agent may make a gift of the principal’s property only as the agent
determines is consistent with the principal’s objectives if actually known by
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the agent or, if unknown, as the agent determines is consistent with the
principal’s best interests based on all relevant factors, including:

(1) evidence of the principal’s intent;

(2) the principal’s personal history of making or joining in the making
of lifetime gifts;

(3) the principal’s estate plan;

(4) the principal’s foreseeable obligations and maintenance needs and
the impact of the proposed gift on the principal’s housing options, access to
care and services, and general welfare;

(5) the income, gift, estate, or inheritance tax consequences of the
transaction; and

(6) whether the proposed gift creates a foreseeable risk that the principal
will be deprived of sufficient assets to cover the principal’s needs during any
period of Medicaid ineligibility that would result from the proposed gift.

(c) An agent may make a gift of the principal’s property only as the agent
determines is consistent with the principal’s objectives if actually known by
the agent and, if unknown, as the agent determines is consistent with the
principal’s best interests based on all relevant factors, including:

(1) the value and nature of the principal’s property;

(2) the principal’s foreseeable obligations and need for maintenance;

(3) minimization of taxes, including income, estate, inheritance,
generation-skipping transfer, and gift taxes;

(4) eligibility for a benefit, a program, or assistance under a statute or
regulation; and

(5) the principal’s personal history of making or joining in making gifts.
[Repealed.]

Sec. 16. 14 V.S.A. § 4051 is amended to read:

§ 4051. STATUTORY FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY

A document substantially in the following form may be used to create a
statutory form power of attorney that has the meaning and effect prescribed by
this chapter.

VERMONT STATUTORY FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
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This power of attorney authorizes another person (your agent) to make
decisions concerning your property for you (the principal). Your agent will be
able to make decisions and act with respect to your property (including your
money) whether or not you are able to act for yourself. The meaning of
authority over subjects listed on this form is explained in the Vermont Uniform
Power of Attorney Act, 14 V.S.A. chapter 127.

This power of attorney does not authorize the agent to make health-care
decisions for you.

You should select someone you trust to serve as your agent. Unless you
specify otherwise, generally the agent’s authority will continue until you die or
revoke the power of attorney or the agent resigns or is unable to act for you.
Your agent is entitled to reasonable compensation unless you state otherwise in
the Special Instructions.

This form does not revoke powers of attorney previously executed by you
unless you initial the introductory paragraph under DESIGNATION OF
AGENT that all previous powers of attorney are revoked.

This form provides for designation of one agent. If you wish to name more
than one agent, you may name a coagent in the Special Instructions. Coagents
are not required to act together unless you include that requirement in the
Special Instructions.

If your agent is unable or unwilling to act for you, your power of attorney
will end unless you have named a successor agent. You may also name a
second successor agent.

This power of attorney becomes effective immediately unless you state
otherwise in the Special Instructions.

If you have questions about the power of attorney or the authority you are
granting to your agent, you should seek legal advice before signing this form.

DESIGNATION OF AGENT

I _______________ (Name of Principal) ( ) revoke all previous powers of
attorney and name the following person as my agent:

Name of Agent: ______________________________________________

Agent’s Address: _____________________________________________

Agent’s Telephone Number: ____________________________________
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DESIGNATION OF SUCCESSOR AGENT(S) (OPTIONAL)

If my agent is unable or unwilling to act for me, I name as my successor
agent:

Name of Successor Agent: _______________________________________

Successor Agent’s Address: ______________________________________

Successor Agent’s Telephone Number: _____________________________

If my agent is unable or unwilling to act for me, I name as my second
successor agent:

Name of Second Successor Agent: _________________________________

Second Successor Agent’s Address: ________________________________

Second Successor Agent’s Telephone Number: _______________________

GRANT OF GENERAL AUTHORITY

I grant my agent and any successor agent general authority to act for me
with respect to the following subjects as defined in the Vermont Uniform
Power of Attorney Act, 14 V.S.A. chapter 127, together with the incidental
powers enumerated in section 4033 of that chapter.

(INITIAL STRIKE THROUGH each subject you DO NOT want to include
in the agent’s general authority. If you wish to grant general authority over all
of the subjects, you may initial “All Preceding Subjects” instead of initialing
each subject.)

( ) Real Property

( ) Tangible Personal Property

( ) Stocks and Bonds

( ) Commodities and Options

( ) Banks and Other Financial Institutions

( ) Operation of Entity or Business

( ) Insurance and Annuities

( ) Estates, Trusts, and Other Beneficial Interests

( ) Claims and Litigation

( ) Personal and Family Maintenance

( ) Benefits from Governmental Programs or Civil or Military Service

( ) Retirement Plans
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( ) Taxes

( ) All Preceding Subjects

GRANT OF SPECIFIC AUTHORITY (OPTIONAL)

My agent MAY NOT do any of the following specific acts for me UNLESS
I have INITIALED the specific authority listed below:

(CAUTION: Granting any of the following will give your agent the
authority to take actions that could significantly reduce your property or
change how your property is distributed at your death. INITIAL ONLY the
specific authority you WANT to give your agent.)

( ) An agent who is not an ancestor, spouse, or descendant may exercise
authority under this power of attorney to create in the agent or in an individual
to whom the agent owes a legal obligation of support an interest in my
property whether by gift, rights of survivorship, beneficiary designation,
disclaimer, or otherwise

( ) Create, amend, revoke, or terminate an inter vivos, family, living,
irrevocable, or revocable trust

( ) Consent to the modification or termination of a noncharitable irrevocable
trust under 14A V.S.A. § 411

( ) Make a gift, subject to the limitations of 14 V.S.A. § 4047 (gifts) and
any special instructions in this power of attorney

( ) Consent to the modification or termination of a noncharitable irrevocable
trust under 14A V.S.A. § 411

( ) Create, amend, or change a beneficiary designation

( ) Waive the principal’s right to be a beneficiary of a joint and survivor
annuity, including a survivor benefit under a retirement plan

( ) Exercise fiduciary powers that the principal has authority to delegate

( ) Authorize another person to exercise the authority granted under this
power of attorney

( ) Disclaim or refuse an interest in property, including a power of
appointment

( ) Exercise authority with respect to elective share under 14 V.S.A. § 319

( ) Exercise waiver rights under 14 V.S.A. § 323
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( ) Exercise authority over the content and catalogue of electronic
communications and digital assets under 14 V.S.A. chapter 125 (Vermont
Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act)

( ) Exercise authority with respect to intellectual property, including,
without limitation, copyrights, contracts for payment of royalties, and
trademarks

( ) Convey, or revoke or revise a grantee designation, by enhanced life
estate deed pursuant to 27 V.S.A. chapter 6 of Title 27 or under common law.

LIMITATION ON AGENT’S AUTHORITY

An agent who is not my ancestor, spouse, or descendant MAY NOT use my
property to benefit the agent or a person to whom the agent owes an obligation
of support unless I have included that authority in the Special Instructions.

WHEN POWER OF ATTORNEY EFFECTIVE

This power of attorney becomes effective when executed unless the
principal has initialed one of the following:

( ) This power of attorney is effective only upon my later incapacity. OR

( ) This power of attorney is effective only upon my later incapacity or
unavailability. OR

( ) I direct that this power of attorney shall become effective when one or
more of the following occurs:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

EFFECTIVE DATE

This power of attorney is effective immediately unless I have indicated or
stated otherwise in the section above entitled When Power of Attorney
Effective or in the section below entitled Special Instructions.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS (OPTIONAL)

You may give special instructions on the following lines:
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_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

EFFECTIVE DATE

This power of attorney is effective immediately unless I have stated
otherwise in the Special Instructions.

NOMINATION OF GUARDIAN (OPTIONAL)

If it becomes necessary for a court to appoint a guardian of my estate or a
guardian of my person, I nominate the following person(s) for appointment:

Name of Nominee for [conservator or guardian] of my estate: ___________

Nominee’s Address: ____________________________________________

Nominee’s Telephone Number: ___________________________________

Name of Nominee for guardian of my person:
________________________

Nominee’s Address: ____________________________________________

Nominee’s Telephone Number: ___________________________________

RELIANCE ON THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY

Any person, including my agent, may rely upon the validity of this power
of attorney or a copy of it unless that person knows it has terminated or is
invalid. Unless expressly stated otherwise, this power of attorney is durable
and shall remain valid if I become incapacitated or unavailable.

SIGNATURE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Your Name Printed: ____________________________________________

Your Address: _________________________________________________

Your Telephone Number: ________________________________________

State of: ______________________________________________________

County of: ____________________________________________________
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This document was acknowledged before me on: _________________(Date)

by ________________________________ . (Name of Principal)

(Seal, if any): __________________________________________________

Signature of Notary: _____________________________________________

My commission expires: _________________________________________

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR AGENT

Agent’s Duties

When you accept the authority granted under this power of attorney, a
special legal relationship is created between you and the principal. This
relationship imposes upon you legal duties that continue until you resign or the
power of attorney is terminated or revoked. You must:

(1) do what you know the principal reasonably expects you to do with
the principal’s property or, if you do not know the principal’s expectations, act
in the principal’s best interests;

(2) act in good faith;

(3) do nothing beyond the authority granted in this power of attorney;
and

(4) disclose your identity as an agent whenever you act for the principal
by writing or printing the name of the principal and signing your own name as
“agent” in the following manner: (Principal’s Name) by (Your Signature) as
Agent.

Unless the Special Instructions in this power of attorney state otherwise,
you must also:

(1) act loyally for the principal’s benefit;

(2) avoid conflicts that would impair your ability to act in the
principal’s best interest;

(3) act with care, competence, and diligence;

(4) keep a record of all receipts, disbursements, and transactions made
on behalf of the principal;

(5) cooperate with any person that has authority to make health-care
decisions for the principal to do what you know the principal reasonably
expects or, if you do not know the principal’s expectations, to act in the
principal’s best interests; and
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(6) attempt to preserve the principal’s estate plan if you know the plan
and preserving the plan is consistent with the principal’s best interests.

Termination of Agent’s Authority

You must stop acting on behalf of the principal if you learn of any event
that terminates this power of attorney or your authority under this power of
attorney. Events that terminate a power of attorney or your authority to act
under a power of attorney include:

(1) death of the principal;

(2) the principal’s revocation of the power of attorney or your authority;

(3) the occurrence of a termination event stated in the power of
attorney;

(4) the purpose of the power of attorney is fully accomplished; or

(5) if you are married to the principal, a legal action is filed with a court
to end your marriage, or for your legal separation, unless the Special
Instructions in this power of attorney state that such an action will not
terminate your authority.

Liability of Agent

The meaning of the authority granted to you is defined in the Vermont
Uniform Power of Attorney Act, 14 V.S.A. chapter 127. If you violate the
Vermont Uniform Power of Attorney Act, or act outside the authority granted,
you may be liable for any damages caused by your violation. In addition to
civil liability, failure to comply with your duties and authority granted under
this document could subject you to criminal prosecution.

If there is anything about this document or your duties that you do not
understand, you should seek legal advice.

Sec. 17. 14 V.S.A. § 4052 is amended to read:

§ 4052. STATUTORY SHORT FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR
REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

(a) A document substantially in the following form may be used to create a
statutory form power of attorney for a real estate transaction that has the
meaning and effect prescribed by this chapter. Nothing in this section shall
prohibit a principal from using this form to grant other powers to an agent with
respect to real property consistent with section 4034 of this title.
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VERMONT STATUTORY FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

This power of attorney authorizes another person (your agent) to take
actions for you (the principal) in connection with a real estate transaction (sale,
purchase, mortgage, or gift, or other authorized real estate transaction). Your
agent will be able to make decisions and act with respect to a specific parcel of
land whether or not you are able to act for yourself. The meaning of authority
over subjects listed on this form is explained in the Vermont Uniform Power of
Attorney Act, 14 V.S.A. chapter 127.

DESIGNATION OF AGENT

I/we ________________________ and _____________________________
(Name(s) of Principal) appoint the following person as my (our) agent:

Name of Agent: _______________________________________________

Name of Alternate Successor Agent: _______________________________

Address of Property that is the subject of this power of attorney

(Street): _________________________________________, (Municipality)

_____________________________________________, Vermont.

Transaction for which the power of attorney is given:

[ ] Sale

[ ] Purchase or Acquisition

[ ] Mortgage

[ ] Finance and/or Mortgage

[ ] Gift

[ ] Other______________

GRANT OF AUTHORITY

I/we grant my (our) agent and any alternate successor agent authority
named in this power of attorney to act for me/us with respect to a real estate
transaction involving the property with the address stated above, including, but
not limited to, the powers described in 14 V.S.A. § 4034(2), (3), and (4) as
provided in the Vermont Uniform Power of Attorney Act, 14 V.S.A. chapter
127, together with the incidental powers enumerated in section 4033 of that
chapter.
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POWER TO DELEGATE

[ ] If this box is checked, each agent appointed in this power of attorney
may delegate the authority to act to another person. Any delegation shall be in
writing and executed in the same manner as this power of attorney.

TERM

This power of attorney commences when fully executed and continues until
the real estate transaction for which it was given is complete.

SELF HEALING DEALING

[ ] If this box is checked, the agent named in this power of attorney may
convey the subject real estate with or without consideration to the agent,
individually, in trust, or to one or more persons with the agent.

CHOICE OF LAW

This power of attorney and the effect hereof shall be determined by the
application of Vermont law and the Vermont Uniform Power of Attorney Act.

SIGNATURE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

________________________________

Your Name Printed

________________________________

Your Address

Your Telephone Number ________________________________

State of_______________________________________________________

County of_____________________________________________________

This document was acknowledged before me on ________________(Date)

by________________________________________________

(Name of Principal)

__________________________________________________(Seal, if any)

Signature of Notary_____________________________________________

My Commission expires:________________________________________

(b) A power of attorney in the form above confers on the agent the powers
provided in subdivisions 4034(2), (3), and (4) of this chapter.
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Sec. 18. 27 V.S.A. § 305 is amended to read:

§ 305. CONVEYANCES EFFECTED THROUGH POWER OF ATTORNEY

(a) A deed or other conveyance of lands or of an estate or interest therein,
made by virtue of a power of attorney, shall not be of any effect or admissible
in evidence unless the power of attorney is signed, witnessed by one or more
witnesses, acknowledged, and recorded in the office where the deed is required
to be recorded.

* * *

Sec. 19. 27 V.S.A. § 657 is amended to read:

§ 657. EXECUTION BY GUARDIAN; USE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

(a) With the approval of the Probate Division, a guardian may convey the
real property of a person under guardianship by an ELE deed.

(b) An ELE deed may be executed by an agent under a power of attorney if
the power of attorney complies with the requirements of 14 V.S.A. chapter 123
following, including any applicable gifting and self-dealing provisions:

(1) 14 V.S.A. chapter 123, if the ELE deed was executed before July 1,
2023; or

(2) 14 V.S.A. chapter 127, if the ELE deed was executed on or after July
1, 2023.

Sec. 20. 15 V.S.A. § 558 is amended to read:

§ 558. WOMAN SPOUSE ALLOWED TO TAKE MAIDEN PRIOR
NAME

Upon granting a divorce to a woman, unless good cause is shown to the
contrary, the court may shall allow her a spouse to resume her maiden the
spouse’s prior name or the name of a former husband spouse.

Sec. 21. 15 V.S.A. § 788 is amended to read:

§ 788. PARENT’S RESPONSIBILITY

(a) Any parent subject to a child support or parental rights and
responsibilities order shall notify in writing the court which that issued the
most recent order and the Office of Child Support of his or her the parent’s
current mailing address and current residence address and of any change in
either address within seven business days of after the change, until all
obligations to pay support or support arrearages, or to provide for parental
rights and responsibilities are satisfied. For good cause, the court may keep
information provided under this subsection confidential.
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(b) When a wage withholding order is in effect, either parent shall notify in
writing the registry of the name and address of a new employer within seven
days of after commencing new employment. If the Registry has received
information that a parent has changed employment, it shall notify the other
parent of the fact of the change but shall not disclose the identity or the
location of the employer. On request of a parent, the Registry shall provide
information on the other parent’s wages.

(c)(1) In all cases in which a temporary or final order for relief from abuse
has been entered, information provided under this section shall be kept
confidential by the court. The court, for good cause shown, may release such
information.

(2) For purposes of this subsection, good cause shall be deemed
established when:

(A) a party to the relief from the abuse order consents to the release
of the party’s own information, in which case the court may release that
party’s information; or

(B) the temporary or final order for relief from abuse is no longer in
effect.

Sec. 22. 23 V.S.A. § 203 is amended to read:

§ 203. COUNTERFEITING, FRAUD, AND MISUSE; PENALTY

(a) A person shall not:

* * *

(2) display or cause or permit to be displayed, or have in his or her the
person’s possession, any fictitious or fraudulently altered operator’s license,
learner’s permit, nondriver identification card, inspection sticker, registration
certificate, or in-transit registration permit, or display for any fraudulent
purpose an expired or counterfeit insurance identification card or similar
document;

* * *

(b)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, a violation
of subsection (a) of this section shall be a traffic violation for which there shall
be a penalty of not more than $1,000.00. If a person is found to have
committed the violation, the person’s privilege to operate motor vehicles shall
be suspended for 60 days.

(2)(A) If a person may be charged with a violation of subdivision (a)(2)
of this section or with a violation of 7 V.S.A. § 656, the person shall be
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charged with a violation of 7 V.S.A. § 656 and not with a violation of this
section.

(B) If a person may be charged with a violation of subdivision (a)(2)
of this section or with a violation of 7 V.S.A. § 1005, the person shall be
charged with a violation of 7 V.S.A. § 1005 and not with a violation of this
section.

Sec. 23. 27 V.S.A. § 349 is amended to read:

§ 349. CONVEYANCE TO GRANTOR AND OTHERS

(a)(1) Without an intervening conveyance, a person may convey interests
in real estate directly:

(1)(A) to himself or herself themselves in a different legal capacity; or

(2)(B) to his or her the person’s spouse; or

(3)(C) to himself or herself themselves and one or more other persons,
including his or her the person’s spouse.

(2) A person shall not convey an interest in a tenancy by the entirety or
in homestead property to any person except his or her the person’s spouse,
unless the spouse joins in the conveyance.

(b) A conveyance made pursuant to this section shall be effective to convey
such title as would be conveyed by the deed if the grantor were not also a
grantee.

Sec. 24. 27 V.S.A. § 378 is amended to read:

§ 378. EFFECT OF RECORDING UNACKNOWLEDGED DEED

A person interested in a deed or lease not acknowledged may cause the
deed or lease to be recorded without acknowledgment before or during the
application to the court or the proceedings before any of the authorities named
in sections 371-376 371–375 of this title; and, when so recorded in the proper
office, it shall be as effectual as though the same had been duly acknowledged
and recorded for 60 days thereafter. If such proceedings for proving the
execution of the deed are pending at the expiration of such 60 days, the effect
of such record shall continue until the expiration of six business days after the
termination of the proceedings.

Sec. 25. 27 V.S.A. § 1302 is amended to read:

§ 1302. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

* * *
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(7) “Common expenses” include:

(A) all sums lawfully assessed against the apartment or site owners
by the association of owners;

(B) expenses of administration, maintenance, repair, or replacement
of the common areas and facilities;

(C) expenses agreed upon as common expenses by the association of
owners; and

(D) expenses declared common expenses by this chapter, or by the
declaration or the bylaws.

* * *

Sec. 26. 27 V.S.A. § 1470(a) is amended to read:

(a) In As used in this section, “Death Master File” means the U.S. Social
Security Administration Death Master File or other database or service that is
at least as comprehensive as the U.S. Social Security Administration Death
Master File for determining that an individual reportedly has died.

Sec. 27. 27 V.S.A. § 1531(b) is amended to read:

(b) Before selling property under subsection (a) of this section, the
Administrator shall give notice to the public of:

(1) the date of the sale; and

(2) a reasonable description of the property.

Sec. 28. 27 V.S.A. § 1533(b) is amended to read:

(b) Replacement of the security or calculation of market value under
subsection (a) of this section must take into account a stock split, reverse stock
split, stock dividend, or similar corporate action.

Sec. 29. 27 V.S.A. § 1552(c) is amended to read:

(c) The Administrator shall decide a claim under this section not later than
90 days after it is presented. If the Administrator determines that the other
state is entitled under subsection (a) of this section to custody of the property,
the Administrator shall allow the claim and pay or deliver the property to the
other state.

Sec. 30. 27 V.S.A. § 1595(a) is amended to read:

(a) If a holder enters into a contract or other arrangement for the purpose of
evading an obligation under this chapter or otherwise willfully fails to perform
a duty imposed on the holder under this chapter, the Administrator may require
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the holder to pay the Administrator, in addition to interest as provided in
subsection 1594(a) of this title, a civil penalty of $1,000.00 for each day the
obligation is evaded or the duty is not performed, up to a cumulative
maximum amount of $25,000.00, plus 25 percent of the amount or value of
property that should have been but was not reported, paid, or delivered as a
result of the evasion or failure to perform.

Sec. 31. REPEAL

27 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 4 (congregational churches) is repealed.

Sec. 32. CONSTRUCTION OF ACT; PROPERTY INTERESTS NOT
AFFECTED

Sec. 31 of this act repeals 27 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 4 for the purpose
of removing the statutory duties and procedures governing the transfer of
property by congregational churches. This act shall not be construed to affect
a religious corporation’s rights or property interest in congregational church
property. This act shall not supersede any act of the General Assembly that
vested specific rights or interests in, or established specific procedures for the
transfer of property by, a chartered religious corporation.

Sec. 33. 28 V.S.A. § 126 is amended to read:

§ 126. COORDINATED JUSTICE REFORM ADVISORY COUNCIL

* * *

(c) Powers and duties. The Coordinated Justice Reform Advisory Council
shall:

* * *

(5) on or before September 1, 2023 and annually thereafter, recommend
to the Commissioner of Corrections the a new appropriate allocation of not
more than $900,000.00 from the Justice Reinvestment II line item of the
Department of Corrections’ budget for the upcoming next fiscal year to
support community-based programs and services, related data collection and
analysis capacity, and other initiatives in accordance with subsection (a) of this
section.

* * *

(e) Reports. On or before November 15, 2023 and annually thereafter, the
Coordinated Justice Reform Advisory Council shall submit recommendations
pursuant to subdivisions (c)(4) and (c)(5) of this section to the Joint
Legislative Justice Oversight Committee; the Senate Committees on
Appropriations and on Judiciary; and the House Committees on
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Appropriations, on Corrections and Institutions, and on Judiciary. Any
recommendations submitted pursuant to subdivision (c)(4) shall be in the form
of proposed legislation. The Council shall include in its reports the efforts it
has made to consult with the organizations listed in subdivision (c)(3) of this
section.

* * *

Sec. 34. 28 V.S.A. § 102 is amended to read:

§ 102. COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIONS; APPOINTMENT;
POWERS; RESPONSIBILITIES

* * *

(c) The Commissioner is charged with the following responsibilities:

* * *

(23) To include the Coordinated Justice Reform Advisory Council’s
appropriation recommendations made pursuant to subdivision 126(c)(5) of this
title in the Department’s annual proposed budget for the next subsequent fiscal
year for the purposes of developing the State budget required to be submitted
to the General Assembly in accordance with 32 V.S.A. § 306.

Sec. 35. 29 V.S.A. § 561 is added to read:

§ 561. RELEASE OF OIL AND GAS LEASES

(a) After the expiration, cancellation, surrender, or relinquishment of an oil
and gas lease, upon written request of the lessor, the lessee shall file a release
or discharge of the lease in the land records of the town or towns where the
lands described in the lease are located. The filing shall be in recordable form
and shall include any fees.

(b) If any lessee, or the lessee’s personal representative, successor, or
assign, fails or refuses to record a release for a period of 30 days after being so
requested, the lessee shall be liable for all damages occasioned thereby,
including costs and reasonable attorney’s fees.

(c) A lessor’s request for release or discharge shall be in writing and
delivered to the lessee by personal service or registered mail at the lessee’s last
known address.

Sec. 36. 29 V.S.A. § 563 is added to read:

§ 563. ABANDONMENT OF OIL AND GAS INTERESTS;
PRESERVATION
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(a) An abandoned interest in oil and gas shall revert to and merge with the
surface estate from which it was severed.

(b) An interest in oil and gas is deemed abandoned at any time that:

(1) it has been unused for a continuous period of 10 years after July 1,
1973; and

(2) no statement of interest under subsection (e) of this section has been
filed at any time within the preceding five years.

(c) The provisions of subsection (b) of this section shall not apply to any
interest in oil or gas that has been retained by the owner who originally
severed the mineral estate from the surface estate, notwithstanding that other
interests in the land, including ownership of the surface, may have been sold,
leased, mortgaged, or otherwise transferred.

(d) This section applies to all interests in oil and gas. It also applies to
interests in other minerals if created inclusively in the same instrument that
expressly creates an oil and gas interest. It does not apply to mineral interests
that do not expressly include an oil and gas interest or were intended to be
separate from an oil and gas interest.

(e) An interest in oil and gas is deemed used at any time in which:

(1) there is actual production of oil or gas, including production from
lands covered by a lease to which an oil and gas interest is subject, or from
lands pooled or unitized with such lands;

(2) oil and gas operations are conducted under the terms of the
instrument creating the oil and gas interest;

(3) payment is made of rental or royalties for the purpose of delaying
the use or continuing the use of the oil and gas interest;

(4) payment of taxes is made on the oil and gas interest; or

(5) there exists a currently valid permit under 10 V.S.A. chapter 151 or a
currently valid drilling permit under this chapter for development of the oil
and gas interest.

(f) The owner of an interest in oil or gas may file a statement of interest in
the land records of any municipality in which the land affected is located. The
statement shall include a description of the land affected, the nature of the
interest claimed, the book and page of recording of the original grant of the
interest, and the name and address of the person claiming the interest.

(g) The owner of the surface estate from which an oil and gas interest was
severed may give notice of abandonment under this subsection. Notice shall
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contain the name of the record owner of the interest; a description of the land
and the nature of the interest; the book and page of filing of the interest, if it is
filed; the name and address of the person giving notice; and a statement that
the interest is presumed abandoned. The notice shall be published in a
newspaper of general circulation in the town or towns where the land affected
is located. If the address of the owner of the oil and gas interest is shown on
record, a copy of the notice shall be mailed to that address by certified or
registered mail within 10 days after the date of publication.

(h) A copy of the notice under subsection (g) of this section, and an
affidavit, may be filed in the land records of the municipality in which the land
is located. The affidavit shall state that the oil or gas interest has been
abandoned under the criteria set forth in subsection (b) of this section, and that
notice of abandonment has been given under the criteria set forth in subsection
(g). After the notice and affidavit have been filed, unless a court finds to the
contrary, the oil and gas interest shall be presumed abandoned, and the interest
of the surface owner shall be presumed for all purposes free of encumbrance
from that interest.

Sec. 37. 2022 Acts and Resolves No. 165, Secs. 8–10 are amended to read:

Sec. 8. [Deleted.]

Sec. 9. [Deleted.]

Sec. 10. [Deleted.]

Sec. 38. 2022 Acts and Resolves No. 165, Sec. 11(d) is amended to read:

(d) Secs. 8–10 (repeal of authority to use gun suppressors while hunting)
shall take effect on July 1, 2024. [Deleted.]

Sec. 39. REPEAL OF DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS PILOT
PROJECT

Sec. 2 of 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 14 (Department of Corrections pilot
project requiring report to court prior to sentencing a defendant to a term of
probation for a felony) is repealed.

Sec. 40. 20 V.S.A. § 4626 is added to read:

§ 4626. DRONES; OPERATION OVER PRIVATE PROPERTY WITHOUT
CONSENT OF OWNER; CIVIL PENALTY

(a) A person shall not fly a drone for hobby or recreational purposes at an
altitude of less than 100 feet above privately owned real property unless the
person has obtained prior written consent from the property owner.
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(b) A person shall not, without the prior written consent of the property
owner or occupant, use a drone to record an image of privately owned real
property or of the owner or occupant of the property with the intent to conduct
surveillance on the person or the property in violation of the person’s
reasonable expectation of privacy. For purposes of this subsection, a person is
presumed to have a reasonable expectation of privacy on the person’s privately
owned real property if the person is not observable by another person located
at ground level in a place where the other person has a legal right to be,
regardless of whether the person is observable from the air using a drone.

(c) A person engaged in the business of selling drones shall provide written
notice to each purchaser of a drone required to be registered by the U.S.
Department of Transportation about the requirements under subsections (a)
and (b) of this section for flying a drone above privately owned real property
without the property owner’s prior written consent.

(d) A person who violates this section shall be assessed a civil penalty of
not more than:

(1) $50.00 for a first violation; or

(2) $250.00 for a second or subsequent violation.

(e) As used in this section:

(1) “Property owner” means a person who owns, leases, licenses, or
otherwise controls ownership or use of land, or an employee or agent of that
person.

(2) “Surveillance” means:

(A) with respect to an owner or occupant of privately owned real
property, the observation of the person with sufficient visual clarity to be able
to obtain information about the person’s identity, habits, conduct, movements,
or whereabouts; or

(B) with respect to privately owned real property, the observation of
the property’s physical improvements with sufficient visual clarity to be able
to determine unique identifying features about the property or information
about its owners or occupants.

(f) This section shall not apply to the use of drones by:

(1) distribution or transmission utilities or their contractors for purposes
of ensuring system reliability and resiliency; or

(2) a law enforcement officer for legitimate law enforcement purposes.



- 3929 -

Sec. 41. 4 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:

§ 1102. JUDICIAL BUREAU; JURISDICTION

* * *

(b) The Judicial Bureau shall have jurisdiction of the following matters:

* * *

(33) Violations of 20 V.S.A. § 4626, relating to flying, and providing
information about flying, a drone above privately owned real property without
the owner’s consent.

* * *

Sec. 42. 32 V.S.A. § 9605 is amended to read: 

§ 9605. PAYMENT OF TAX

(a) The tax imposed by this chapter shall be paid to the Commissioner
within 30 days after transfer of title to property subject to the tax or, in the case
of a transfer or acquisition of a controlling interest in a person with title to
property for which a deed is not given, within 30 days after transfer or
acquisition.

(b) If an agreement, instrument, memorandum, or other writing evidencing
a transfer of title to property is taxed as a deed at the time of its recording, the
later recording of the deed to the property shall not be subject to the transfer
tax.

(c)(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, in the case of
a transfer of interest in property through a validly executed enhanced life estate
deed recorded pursuant to 27 V.S.A. chapter 6, payment shall be due by the
transferee within 30 days after transfer of title to the transferee pursuant to the
deed. A completed property transfer return, noting the amount of tax due to
the Department, shall be recorded along with the deed.

(2) No tax shall be due under this chapter on an enhanced life estate
interest that is revoked or revised pursuant to 27 V.S.A. chapter 6, provided
that, in the case of a revision, the revised enhanced life estate interest transfer
shall be subject to tax under this chapter.

(3) When it appears from the land records that a property is subject to
tax on an enhanced life estate interest under this chapter, a person having or
claiming an interest in the property, or a person representing a person having
or claiming an interest in the property may submit a notarized request to the
Department for a statement that a property transfer tax on an enhanced life
estate deed transfer has been paid.  Notwithstanding any other provision of
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law, the Department shall respond to the request with a written statement that
the tax has or has not been paid. If recorded in the land records, the
department’s response shall constitute evidence that the tax was paid.

Sec. 43. 32 V.S.A. § 9617 is amended to read:

§ 9617. NOTICES; APPEALS

Unless otherwise provided by this title:

* * *

(8)(A) At any time within three years after the date a property is
transferred, a taxpayer may petition the Commissioner in writing for the
refund of all or any part of the amount of tax paid. The Commissioner shall
thereafter grant a hearing subject to the provisions of 3 V.S.A chapter 25 upon
the matter and notify the taxpayer in writing of the Commissioner’s
determination concerning the refund request. The Commissioner’s
determination may be appealed as provided in subdivision (5) of this section.
This shall be a taxpayer’s exclusive remedy with respect to the refund of taxes
under this chapter, except as provided under subdivision (B) of this subsection.

(B) If the transfer taxed by this chapter was an enhanced life estate
interest and that interest is revoked or revised pursuant to 27 V.S.A. chapter 6,
the person who paid the tax may petition for a refund, provided that the
petition is made within eight years after the date of payment of the tax and
within one year after the date of revocation or revision. No petition for a
refund shall be granted for the revocation or revision of an interest that
occurred eight years or more after the date of payment of the tax. In the case
of a revision, the revised enhanced life estate interest transfer shall be subject
to tax under this chapter.

Sec. 44. 27 V.S.A. § 654 is amended to read:

§ 654. EXECUTION AND RECORDING OF AN ENHANCED LIFE
ESTATE DEED

(a) Subject to the rights expressly reserved in the deed, a validly executed
and recorded ELE deed does not:

(1) affect the ownership rights of the grantor or the grantor’s creditors;

(2) transfer or convey any present right, title, or interest in the property
or create any present legal or equitable interest in the grantee; or

(3) subject the grantor’s property to process from the grantee’s
creditors.
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(b) The grantor may convey the property described in an ELE deed, or any
portion thereof, without the need for joinder by, consent from, agreement of,
or notice to the grantee.

(c) If not previously conveyed during the lifetime of the grantor, upon the
death of the grantor, subject to encumbrances of record, the interest stated in
an ELE deed vests in the grantee or, for a deceased grantee, the interest passes
pursuant to section 658 of this title.

(d) An executed and recorded ELE deed shall be subject to the property
transfer tax under according to the provisions of 32 V.S.A. chapter 231
§ 9605(c).

Sec. 45. 13 V.S.A. § 2606 is amended to read:

§ 2606. DISCLOSURE OF SEXUALLY EXPLICIT IMAGES WITHOUT
CONSENT

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Disclose” includes transfer, publish, distribute, exhibit, or
reproduce.

(2) “Harm” means physical injury, financial injury, or serious emotional
distress.

(3) “Nude” means any one or more of the following uncovered parts of
the human body:

(A) genitals;

(B) pubic area;

(C) anus; or

(D) post-pubescent female nipple.

(4) “Sexual conduct” shall have the same meaning as in section 2821 of
this title.

(5) “Visual image” includes a photograph, film, videotape, recording, or
digital reproduction, including an image created or altered by digitization.

(6) “Digitization” means the process of altering an image in a realistic
manner utilizing an image or images of a person, including images other than
the person depicted, or computer-generated images.

(b)(1) A person violates this section if he or she the person knowingly
discloses a visual image of an identifiable person who is nude or who is
engaged in sexual conduct, without his or her the person’s consent, with the
intent to harm, harass, intimidate, threaten, or coerce the person depicted, and
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the disclosure would cause a reasonable person to suffer harm. A person may
be identifiable from the image itself or information offered in connection with
the image. Consent to recording or production of the visual image does not,
by itself, constitute consent for disclosure of the image. A person who violates
this subdivision (1) shall be imprisoned not more than two years or fined not
more than $2,000.00, or both.

(2) A person who violates subdivision (1) of this subsection with the
intent of disclosing the image for financial profit shall be imprisoned not more
than five years or fined not more than $10,000.00, or both.

(c) A person who maintains an Internet internet website, online service,
online application, or mobile application that contains a visual image of an
identifiable person who is nude or who is engaged in sexual conduct shall not
solicit or accept a fee or other consideration to remove, delete, correct, modify,
or refrain from posting or disclosing the visual image if requested by the
depicted person.

(d) This section shall not apply to:

(1) Images involving voluntary nudity or sexual conduct in public or
commercial settings or in a place where a person does not have a reasonable
expectation of privacy.

(2) Disclosures made in the public interest, including the reporting of
unlawful conduct, or lawful and common practices of law enforcement,
criminal reporting, corrections, legal proceedings, or medical treatment.

(3) Disclosures of materials that constitute a matter of public concern.

(4) Interactive computer services, as defined in 47 U.S.C. § 230(f)(2),
or information services or telecommunications services, as defined in 47
U.S.C. § 153, for content solely provided by another person. This subdivision
shall not preclude other remedies available at law.

(e)(1) A plaintiff shall have a private cause of action against a defendant
who knowingly discloses, without the plaintiff’s consent, an identifiable visual
image of the plaintiff while he or she the plaintiff is nude or engaged in sexual
conduct and the disclosure causes the plaintiff harm.

(2) In addition to any other relief available at law, the court may order
equitable relief, including a temporary restraining order, a preliminary
injunction, or a permanent injunction ordering the defendant to cease display
or disclosure of the image. The court may grant injunctive relief maintaining
the confidentiality of a plaintiff using a pseudonym.

Sec. 46. 15A V.S.A. § 3-504 is amended to read:
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§ 3-504. GROUNDS FOR TERMINATING RELATIONSHIP OF PARENT
AND CHILD

(a) If a respondent answers or appears at the hearing and asserts parental
rights, the court shall proceed with the hearing expeditiously. If the court
finds, upon clear and convincing evidence, that any one of the following
grounds exists and that termination is in the best interests of the minor, the
court shall order the termination of any parental relationship of the respondent
to the minor:

* * *

(2) In the case of a minor over six months of age at the time the petition
is filed, the respondent did not exercise parental responsibility for a period of
at least six months immediately preceding the filing of the petition. In making
a determination under this subdivision, the court shall consider all relevant
factors, which may include the respondent’s failure to:

(A) make reasonable and consistent payments, in accordance with his
or her financial means, for the support of the minor, although legally obligated
to do so; [Repealed.]

(B) regularly communicate or visit with the minor; or

(C) during any time the minor was not in the physical custody of the
other parent, manifest an ability and willingness to assume legal and physical
custody of the minor.

* * *

Sec. 47. 13 V.S.A. § 3835 is added to read:

§ 3835. SURVEILLANCE DEVICES; PLACEMENT ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY WITHOUT CONSENT OF OWNER; CIVIL
PENALTY

(a) A person shall not place a camera or other surveillance device on any
privately owned real property with the intent to conduct surveillance on the
person or the property unless the person has obtained prior written consent
from the property owner.

(b) A person who violates this section shall be assessed a civil penalty of
not more than:

(1) $50.00 for a first violation; or

(2) $250.00 for a second or subsequent violation.
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(c) This section shall not apply to the use of a camera or other surveillance
device by a law enforcement officer for legitimate law enforcement purposes.

(d) As used in this section:

(1) “Property owner” means a person who owns, leases, licenses, or
otherwise controls ownership or use of land, or an employee or agent of that
person.

(2) “Surveillance” means:

(A) with respect to an owner or occupant of privately owned real
property, the observation of the person with sufficient visual clarity to be able
to obtain information about the person’s identity, habits, conduct, movements,
or whereabouts; or

(B) with respect to privately owned real property, the observation of
the property’s physical improvements with sufficient visual clarity to be able
to determine unique identifying features about the property or information
about its owners or occupants.

(3) “Surveillance device” means a device hidden or obscured from plain
view that permits the observation of privately owned real property or the
activities of a person on the property in a manner that invades a person’s
reasonable expectation of privacy.

Sec. 48. 4 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:

§ 1102. JUDICIAL BUREAU; JURISDICTION

* * *

(b) The Judicial Bureau shall have jurisdiction of the following matters:

* * *

(34) Violations of 13 V.S.A. § 3835, relating to placing a camera or
other surveillance device on privately owned real property without the owner’s
consent.

* * *

Sec. 49. INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES;
SECURE, COMMUNITY-BASED RESIDENCES

(a) In fiscal year 2025, the Department of Disabilities, Aging, and
Independent Living may construct, develop, purchase, or contract for one or
more secure, community-based residences for the treatment of individuals in
the Commissioner’s custody. The Commissioner shall ensure that a secure,
community-based residence authorized under this section provides appropriate
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custody, care, and habilitation in a designated program, including the provision
of psychiatric, psychological, nursing, and other medical care, as needed by
the resident.

(b) Notwithstanding 18 V.S.A. chapter 221, subchapter 5, the establishment
of one or more secure, community-based residences pursuant to this section
shall not require a certificate of need.

(c) As used in this section:

(1) “Designated program” has the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A. § 8839.

(2) “Secure” means that residents may be physically prevented from
leaving the residence by means of locking devices or other mechanical or
physical mechanisms.

Sec. 50. REPORT; COMPETENCY RESTORATION PROGRAM; FISCAL
ESTIMATE

On or before November 1, 2024, the Agency of Human Services shall
submit a report to the House Committees on Appropriations and on Health
Care and to the Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Health and
Welfare that provides a fiscal estimate for the implementation of a competency
restoration program operated or under contract with the Department of Mental
Health. The estimate shall include:

(1) whether and how to serve individuals with an intellectual disability
in a competency restoration program;

(2) varying options dependent upon which underlying charges are
eligible for court-ordered competency restoration; and

(3) costs associated with establishing a residential program where court-
ordered competency restoration programming may be performed on an
individual who is neither in the custody of the Commissioner of Mental Health
pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 4822 nor in the custody of the Commissioner of
Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 4823.

Sec. 51. 23 V.S.A. § 941 is amended to read:

§ 941. INSURANCE AGAINST UNINSURED, UNDERINSURED, OR
UNKNOWN MOTORIST

* * *

(f) For the purpose of this subchapter, a motor vehicle is underinsured to
the extent that:
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(1) the liability insurance limits applicable at the time of the crash are
less than the limits of the uninsured motorist coverage applicable to the insured
damages that a person insured pursuant to this section is legally entitled to
recover because of injury or death; or

(2) the available liability insurance has been reduced by payments to
others injured in the crash to an amount less than the limits of the uninsured
motorist coverage applicable to the insured damages that a person insured
pursuant to this section is legally entitled to recover because of injury or death.

* * *

(h) Payments made to an injured party under the liability insurance policy
of the person legally responsible for the damage or personal injury shall not be
deducted from the underinsured motorist coverage otherwise available to the
injured party.

Sec. 52. 8 V.S.A. § 4203(4) is amended to read:

(4) Payment of any judicial judgment or claim by the insured for any of
the company’s liability under the policy shall not bar the insured from any
action or right of action against the company. In case of payment of loss or
expense under the policy, the company shall be subrogated to all rights of the
insured against any party, as respects such loss or expense, to the amount of
such payment, and the insured shall execute all papers required and shall
cooperate with the company to secure to the company such rights. However,
the right of subrogation against any third party shall not exist or be claimed in
favor of the insurer who has paid or reimbursed, to or for the benefit of the
insured, medical costs payable pursuant to medical payments coverage.

Sec. 53. APPLICABILITY

Secs. 51 and 52 of this act apply to all automobile insurance policies
offered, issued, or renewed on or after January 1, 2025.

Sec. 54. 18 V.S.A. § 4248 is amended to read:

§ 4248. RECORDS

(a) Law enforcement departments and agencies, and other State
departments and agencies that have custody of any property subject to
forfeiture under this subchapter, or that dispose of such property, shall keep
and maintain full and complete records including the following:

(1) from whom the property was received;

(2) description of the property, including the exact kinds, quantities, and
forms of the property;
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(3) value of the property;

(4) if the property is deposited in an interest-bearing account, the
location of the account and the amount of interest;

(5) under what authority the property was held or received or disposed;

(6) to whom the property was delivered;

(7) the date and manner of destruction or disposition of the property
Annually, on or before December 15, the Department of Public Safety shall
report all criminal and civil seizures and forfeitures made by law enforcement
agencies under federal and State law to the Senate and House Committees on
Judiciary.

(b) Those records shall be submitted to the State Treasurer and shall be
open to inspection by all federal and State departments and agencies charged
with enforcement of federal and State drug control laws. Persons making final
disposition or destruction of the property under court order shall report, under
oath, to the court the exact circumstances of that disposition or destruction and
a copy of that report shall be sent to the State Treasurer. Law enforcement
agencies that seize property subject to forfeiture under this subchapter and
applicable federal drug laws shall maintain complete records for the agency’s
own use and annually submit a report, on or before November 15, to the
Department of Public Safety containing information about each seizure,
including the following:

(1) the name of the law enforcement agency, State task force, or joint
state-federal task force that seized the property;

(2) a description of the property, including the exact kinds, quantities,
and forms of the seized property;

(3) the date and estimated value of the seized property;

(4) under what suspected crime or authority the property was seized;

(5) whether the person from whom the property was seized waived
ownership as part of an agreement with a prosecutor or law enforcement
agency;

(6) the name of the State or federal office, department, or agency
responsible for prosecuting any associated criminal case and the criminal
charge filed against the person from whom the property was seized or other
property owner;

(7) the criminal docket number and court in which the criminal case was
filed;
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(8) the name of the State or federal office, department, or agency
responsible for prosecuting the property’s forfeiture;

(9) the civil, administrative, or criminal forfeiture docket number and
the court in which the forfeiture case was filed;

(10) whether the property owner defaulted in the civil, administrative,
or criminal forfeiture case;

(11) the date and disposition of the property, including whether it was
returned to the owner, innocent owner or creditor; partially returned to the
owner, innocent owner or creditor; sold, destroyed, or retained by a law
enforcement agency; or is pending disposition; and

(12) the date and value of the forfeiture proceeds remitted to the law
enforcement agency.

(c) The Department of Public Safety shall establish a searchable public
website in which the data is machine-readable. The Department may adopt
rules and establish policies and procedures concerning additional requirements,
including forms, instructions, deadlines, fees, penalties, audits, null reports,
and a website necessary to implement this section.

(d) A law enforcement agency may postpone the reporting of a particular
seizure if the property was seized from a confidential informant under the
agency’s confidential informant policy. Such postponement may continue for
as long as the confidential informant cooperates with the law enforcement
agency, after which time the agency shall report the seizure as required by this
section.

(e) The Department of Public Safety may recoup its costs in publishing the
report required pursuant to subsection (a) of this section by charging a fee to
the law enforcement agency filing the report required by subsection (b) of this
section other than an agency that files a null report. The law enforcement
agency may use forfeiture proceeds to pay the costs of compiling and reporting
pursuant to this section and to pay any fees imposed by the Department of
Public Safety.

Sec. 55. APPLICABILITY

Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 214, Sec. 54 of this act shall apply retroactively
to any seizures occurring on and after January 1, 2024.

Sec. 56. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on passage, except that notwithstanding 1 V.S.A.
§ 214, Sec. 12 (13 V.S.A. § 7282) shall take effect on passage and shall apply
retroactively to July 1, 2023.
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(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 21, 2024, page 683)

H. 887.

An act relating to homestead property tax yields, nonhomestead rates, and
policy changes to education finance and taxation.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Cummings for the Committee on Finance.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

* * * Commission on the Future of Public Education * * *

Sec. 1. THE COMMISSION ON THE FUTURE OF PUBLIC EDUCATION;
REPORTS

(a) Creation. There is hereby created the Commission on the Future of
Public Education in Vermont. The right to education is fundamental for the
success of Vermont’s children in a rapidly changing society and global
marketplace as well as for the State’s own economic and social prosperity.
The Commission shall study the provision of education in Vermont and make
recommendations for a statewide vision for Vermont’s public education system
to ensure that all students are afforded substantially equal educational
opportunities in an efficient, sustainable, and stable education system. The
Commission shall also make recommendations for the strategic policy changes
necessary to make Vermont’s educational vision a reality for all Vermont
students.

(b) Membership. The Commission shall be composed of the following
members and, to the extent possible, the members shall represent the State’s
geographic, gender, racial, and ethnic diversity:

(1) the Secretary of Education or designee;

(2) the Chair of the State Board of Education or designee;

(3) the Tax Commissioner or designee;

(4) three current members of the House of Representatives, not all from
the same political party, who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(5) two current members of the Senate, not from the same political
party, who shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees;
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(6) two representatives from the Vermont School Boards Association
(VSBA), appointed by the VSBA Executive Director;

(7) two representatives from the Vermont Principals’ Association
(VPA), selected by the VPA Executive Director;

(8) three superintendents, appointed by the Executive Director of the
Vermont Superintendents Association, two of whom shall be appointed as
follows:

(A) one superintendent of a supervisory union that operates a career
and technical education center; and

(B) one superintendent of a supervisory union composed of at least
three separate school districts;

(9) two representatives from the Vermont National Education
Association (VTNEA), appointed by the VTNEA Executive Director;

(10) one representative from the Vermont Association of School
Business Officials (VASBO) with experience in school construction projects,
appointed by the President of VASBO;

(11) the Chair of the Census-Based Funding Advisory Group, created
under 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 173 or designee;

(12) the Executive Director of the Vermont Rural Education
Collaborative or designee; and

(13) one representative from the Vermont Independent Schools
Association (VISA), appointed by the President of VISA.

(c) Steering group. On or before July 1, 2024, the Speaker of the House
shall appoint two members of the Commission, the Committee on Committees
shall appoint one member of the Commission, and the Governor shall appoint
two members of the Commission, to serve as members of a steering group. No
appointing authority shall appoint two members affiliated with the same
organization. The steering group shall provide leadership to the Commission
and shall work with a consultant to analyze the issues, challenges, and
opportunities facing Vermont’s public education system, as well as create a
formal action plan to drive change and innovation in the public education
system. The steering group may form one or more subcommittees of the
Commission to address key topics in greater depth.

(d) Collaboration and information review.
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(1) The Commission shall seek input from and collaborate with key
stakeholders, as directed by the steering group. At a minimum, the
Commission shall consult with:

(A) the Department of Mental Health;

(B) the Department of Labor;

(C) the President of the University of Vermont or designee;

(D) the Chancellor of the Vermont State Colleges Corporation or
designee;

(E) a representative from the Prekindergarten Education
Implementation Committee;

(F) the Office of Racial Equity;

(G) a representative with expertise in the Community Schools model
in Vermont; and

(H) the Vermont Youth Council.

(2) The Commission shall also review and take into consideration
existing educational laws and policy, including legislative reports the
Commission deems relevant to its work and, at a minimum, 2015 Acts and
Resolves No. 46, 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 173, 2022 Acts and Resolves
No. 127, and 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 76.

(e) Duties of the Commission. The Commission shall study Vermont’s
public education system and make recommendations to ensure all students are
afforded quality educational opportunities in an efficient, sustainable, and
equitable education system that will enable students to achieve the highest
academic outcomes. The result of the Commission’s work shall be a
recommendation for a statewide vision for Vermont’s public education system,
with recommendations for the policy changes necessary to make Vermont’s
educational vision a reality. In creating and making its recommendations, the
Commission shall engage in the following:

(1) Public engagement. The Commission shall conduct not fewer than
10 public meetings to inform the work required under this section. At least
half of the public meetings shall be held in a different geographic region of the
State. The Commission shall publish a draft of its final recommendations on
or before October 1, 2025, solicit public feedback, and incorporate such
feedback into its final recommendations. When submitting its final
recommendations to the General Assembly, the Commission shall include all
public feedback received as an addendum to its final report. The public
feedback process shall include:
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(A) a minimum 30-day public comment period, during which time
the Commission shall accept written comments from the public and
stakeholders; and

(B) a public outreach plan that maximizes public engagement and
includes notice of the availability of language assistance services when
requested.

(2) Policy considerations. In developing its recommendations, the
Commission shall consider and prioritize the following topics:

(A) Governance, resources, and administration. The Commission
shall study and make recommendations regarding education governance at the
State level, including the role of the Agency of Education in the provision of
services and support for the education system. Recommendations under this
subdivision (A) shall include, at a minimum, the following:

(i) whether changes need to be made to the structure of the
Agency of Education, including whether it better serves the recommended
education vision of the State as an agency or a department;

(ii) what are the staffing needs of the Agency of Education;

(iii) whether changes need to be made to the composition, role,
and function of the State Board of Education to better serve the recommended
education vision of the State;

(iv) what roles, functions, or decisions should be a function of
local control and what roles, functions, or decisions should be a function of
control at the State level; and

(v) the effective integration of career and technical education in
the recommended education vision of the State.

(B) Physical size and footprint of the system. The Commission shall
study and make recommendations regarding how the unique geographical and
socioeconomic needs of different communities should factor into the provision
of education in Vermont, taking into account and building upon the
recommendations of the State Aid to School Construction Working Group.
Recommendations under this subdivision (B) shall include, at a minimum, the
following:

(i) an analysis of the current number and location of school
buildings, school districts, and supervisory unions and whether additional
consolidation is needed to achieve Vermont’s vision for education, provided
that if there is a recommendation for any amount of consolidation, the
recommendation shall include a recommended implementation plan;
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(ii) an analysis of the capacity and ability to staff all public
schools with a qualified workforce, driven by data on class-size
recommendations;

(iii) an analysis of the current town tuition program and whether,
and if so, what, changes are necessary to meet Vermont’s vision for education,
including the legal and financial impact of funding independent schools and
other private institutions, including consideration of the following:

(I) the role designation, under 16 V.S.A. § 827, should play in
the delivery of public education; and

(II) the financial impact to the Education Fund of public
dollars being used in schools located outside Vermont; and

(iv) an analysis of the current use of private therapeutic schools in
the provision of special education services and whether, and if so, what,
changes are necessary to meet Vermont’s special education needs, including
the legal and financial impact of funding private therapeutic schools.

(C) The role of public schools. The Commission shall study and
make recommendations regarding the role public schools should play in both
the provision of education and the social and emotional well-being of students.
Recommendations under this subdivision (C) shall include, at a minimum, the
following:

(i) how public education in Vermont should be delivered;

(ii) whether Vermont’s vision for public education shall include
the provision of wraparound supports and collocation of services; and

(iii) what the consequences are for the Commission’s
recommendations regarding the role of public schools and other service
providers, including what the role of public schools means for staffing,
funding, and any other affected system, with the goal of most efficiently
utilizing State funds and services and maximizing federal funding.

(D) Education fund. The Commission shall explore the efficacy and
potential equity gains of changes to the education funding system, including
weighted educational opportunity payments as a method to fund public
education. The Commission’s recommendations shall be intended to result in
an education funding system designed to afford substantially equal access to a
quality basic education for all Vermont students in accordance with State v.
Brigham, 166 Vt. 246 (1997). Recommendations under this subdivision (D)
shall include, at a minimum, the following:
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(i) allowable uses for the Education Fund that shall ensure
sustainable and equitable use of State funds;

(ii) the method for setting tax rates to sustain allowable uses of the
Education Fund; and

(iii) implementation details for any recommended changes to the
education funding system.

(E) Additional considerations. The Commission may consider any
other topic, factor, or issue that it deems relevant to its work and
recommendations.

(f) Reports and proposed legislation. The Commission shall prepare and
submit to the General Assembly the following:

(1) a formal, written work plan, which shall include a communication
plan to maximize public engagement, on or before September 15, 2024;

(2) a written report containing its preliminary findings and
recommendations, including short-term cost containment considerations for
the 2025 legislative session, on or before December 15, 2024;

(3) a written report containing its final findings and recommendations
for a statewide vision for Vermont’s public education system and the policy
changes necessary to make that educational vision a reality on or before
December 1, 2025; and

(4) proposed legislative language to advance any recommendations for
the education funding system.

(g) Assistance. The Agency of Education shall contract with an
independent consultant to provide technical and legal assistance to the
Commission for the work required under this section. For the purposes of
scheduling meetings and providing administrative assistance, the Commission
shall have the assistance of the Agency of Education. The Agency shall also
provide the educational and financial data necessary to facilitate the work of
the Commission. School boards shall comply with requests from the Agency
to assist in data collections.

(h) Meetings.

(1) The Secretary of Education shall call the first meeting of the
Commission to occur on or before July 15, 2024.

(2) The Speaker of the House and the President Pro Tempore shall
jointly select a Commission chair.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.
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(4) Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Vermont’s Open
Meeting Law pursuant to 1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 2.

(5) The Commission shall cease to exist on December 31, 2025.

(i) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Commission shall
be entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses as
permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than 30 meetings, including
subcommittee meetings. These payments shall be made from monies
appropriated to the Agency of Education.

Sec. 1a. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 78, Sec. B.1100 is amended to read:

Sec. B.1100 MISCELLANEOUS FISCAL YEAR 2024 ONE-TIME
APPROPRIATIONS

* * *

(r) $200,000.00 General Fund in fiscal year 2024 to the Agency of
Education for the work of the School Construction Task Force and the
Commission on the Future of Public Education.

* * *

Sec. 2. PROPERTY DOLLAR EQUIVALENT YIELD, INCOME
DOLLAR EQUIVALENT YIELD, AND NONHOMESTEAD
PROPERTY TAX RATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025

For fiscal year 2025 only:

(1) Pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5402b(b), the property dollar equivalent
yield shall be $10,005.00.

(2) Pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5402b(b), the income dollar equivalent yield
shall be $10,226.00.

(3) Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 5402(a)(1) and any other provision of
law to the contrary, the nonhomestead property tax rate shall be $1.375 per
$100.00 of equalized education property value.

Sec. 3. 32 V.S.A. § 9701(7) is amended to read:

(7) “Tangible personal property” means personal property that may be
seen, weighed, measured, felt, touched, or in any other manner perceived by
the senses. “Tangible personal property” includes electricity, water, gas,
steam, and prewritten computer software regardless of the method in which the
prewritten computer software is paid for, delivered, or accessed.
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Sec. 4. REPEAL

2015 Acts and Resolves No. 51, Sec. G.8 (prewritten software accessed
remotely) is repealed.

Sec. 5. 32 V.S.A. chapter 225, subchapter 4 is added to read:

Subchapter 4. Short-term Rental Impact Surcharge

§ 9301. IMPOSITION; SHORT-TERM RENTAL IMPACT
SURCHARGE

(a) An operator shall collect a surcharge of three percent of the rent of each
occupancy that is a short-term rental. As used in this subchapter, “short-term
rental” means a furnished house, condominium, or other dwelling room or
self-contained dwelling unit rented to the transient, traveling, or vacationing
public for a period of fewer than 30 consecutive days and for more than 14
days per calendar year. As used in this subchapter, “short-term rental” does
not mean an occupancy in a lodging establishment licensed under 18 V.S.A.
chapter 85.

(b) The surcharge shall be in addition to any tax assessed under section
9241 of this chapter. The surcharge assessed under this section shall be paid,
collected, remitted, and enforced under this chapter in the same manner as the
rooms tax assessed under section 9241 of this title.

Sec. 6. 16 V.S.A. § 4025 is amended to read:

§ 4025. EDUCATION FUND

(a) The Education Fund is established to comprise the following:

(1) all revenue paid to the State from the statewide education tax on
nonhomestead and homestead property under 32 V.S.A. chapter 135;

(2) [Repealed.]

(3) revenues from State lotteries under 31 V.S.A. chapter 14 and from
any multijurisdictional lottery game authorized under that chapter;

(4) 25 percent of the revenues from the meals and rooms taxes imposed
under 32 V.S.A. chapter 225;

(5) one-third of the revenues raised from the purchase and use tax
imposed by 32 V.S.A. chapter 219, notwithstanding 19 V.S.A. § 11(1);

(6) revenues raised from the sales and use tax imposed by 32 V.S.A.
chapter 233; and

(7) Medicaid reimbursement funds pursuant to subsection 2959a(f) of
this title;
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(8) land use change tax revenue deposited pursuant to 32 V.S.A.
§ 3757(d);

(9) uniform capacity tax revenue deposited pursuant to 32 V.S.A.
§ 8701(b)(3);

(10) wind-powered electric generating facilities tax deposited pursuant
to 32 V.S.A. § 5402c; and

(11) revenues from the short-term rental surcharge under 32 V.S.A.
§ 9301.

* * *

Sec. 7. RESERVE FUND ACCOUNT STANDARDS; DISTRICT QUALITY
STANDARDS; RULEMAKING

On or before January 1, 2025, the Agency of Education shall initiate
rulemaking pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to update the District Quality
Standards rules contained in Agency of Education, District Quality Standards
(CVR 23-020), to include recommended reserve fund account standards. Prior
to initiating rulemaking, the Agency shall consult with local school officials.

Sec. 8. AGENCY OF EDUCATION; EDUCATION FINANCE DATA
ANALYST POSITION

(a) One new permanent classified position, to be an education finance data
analyst, is established in the Agency of Education in fiscal year 2025 to
receive and analyze education finance data to support the field, Secretary, and
General Assembly in their respective roles within the education finance
system.

(b) It is the intent of the General Assembly that the position created in
subsection (a) of this section shall enable the Agency to provide a wider range
of accessible and transparent data related to school budgets and education
spending, including analysis of trends, to school districts, the General
Assembly, and the public at large. It is also the intent of the General Assembly
that this position shall enable the Agency to provide robust support to
legislative committees and maintain education finance data calculators and
models used within the education finance system.

(c) To the extent that funds are available, there is appropriated to the
Agency of Education $125,000.00 from the General Fund in fiscal year 2025
to fund the education finance data analyst position established in subsection (a)
of this section.
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* * * Fiscal Year 2026 * * *

Sec. 9. 16 V.S.A. § 563 is amended to read:

§ 563. POWERS OF SCHOOL BOARDS; FORM OF VOTE

The school board of a school district, in addition to other duties and
authority specifically assigned by law:

* * *

(11)(A) Shall prepare and distribute annually a proposed budget for the
next school year according to such major categories as may from time to time
be prescribed by the Secretary.

* * *

(D) The board shall present the budget to the voters by means of a
ballot in the following form:

“Article #1 (School Budget):

Shall the voters of the school district approve the school
board to expend $ ______, which is the amount the school board has
determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year? It is estimated that this
proposed budget, if approved, will result in education spending of $______ per
equalized pupil. This projected spending per equalized pupil is ______ %
higher/lower than spending for the current year.

The ________ District estimates that this proposed budget, if
approved, will result in per pupil education spending of $________, which is
_____% higher/lower than per pupil education spending for the current year.

* * *

Sec. 10. REPEAL

2022 Acts and Resolves No. 127, Sec. 8(c) (suspension of ballot language
requirement) is repealed.

Sec. 11. 32 V.S.A. § 5414 is added to read:

§ 5414. CREATION; EDUCATION FUND ADVISORY COMMITTEE

(a) Creation. There is created the Education Fund Advisory Committee to
monitor Vermont’s education financing system, conduct analyses, and perform
the duties under subsection (c) of this section.

(b) Membership. The Committee shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) the Commissioner of Taxes or designee;
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(2) the Secretary of Education or designee;

(3) the Chair of the State Board of Education or designee;

(4) two members of the public with expertise in education financing,
who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(5) two members of the public with expertise in education financing,
who shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees;

(6) one member of the public with expertise in education financing, who
shall be appointed by the Governor;

(7) the President of the Vermont Association of School Business
Officials or designee;

(8) one representative from the Vermont School Boards Association
(VSBA) with expertise in education financing, selected by the Executive
Director of VSBA;

(9) one representative from the Vermont Superintendents Association
(VSA) with expertise in education financing, selected by the Executive
Director of VSA; and

(10) one representative from the Vermont National Education
Association (VTNEA) with expertise in education financing, selected by the
Executive Director of VTNEA.

(c) Powers and duties.
(1) Annually, on or before December 15, the Committee shall make

recommendations to the General Assembly regarding:
(A) updating the weighting factors using the weighting model and

methodology used to arrive at the weights enacted under 2022 Acts and
Resolves No. 127, which may include recalibration, recalculation, adding or
eliminating weights, or any combination of these actions, as necessary;

(B) changes to, or the addition of new or elimination of existing,
categorical aid, as necessary;

(C) changes to income levels eligible for a property tax credit under
section 6066 of this title;

(D) means to adjust the revenue sources for the Education Fund;
(E) means to improve equity, transparency, and efficiency in

education funding statewide;
(F) the amount of the Education Fund stabilization reserve;
(G) school district use of reserve fund accounts; and
(H) any other topic, factor, or issue the Committee deems relevant to

its work and recommendations.
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(2) The Committee shall review and recommend updated weights,
categorical aid, and changes to the excess spending threshold to the General
Assembly not less than every three years, which may include a
recommendation not to make changes where appropriate. In reviewing and
recommending updated weights, the Committee shall use the weighting model
and methodology used to arrive at the weights enacted under 2022 Acts and
Resolves No. 127.

(d) Assistance. The Committee shall have the administrative, technical,
and legal assistance of the Department of Taxes and the Agency of Education.

(e) Meetings.

(1) The Commissioner of Taxes shall call the first meeting of the
Committee to occur on or before July 15, 2025.

(2) The Committee shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(f) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Committee shall be
entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted
under section 1010 of this title for up to four meetings per year.

Sec. 12. REPEAL; EDUCATION FUND ADVISORY COMMITTEE

32 V.S.A. § 5414 (Education Fund Advisory Committee) as added by this
act is repealed on July 1, 2034.

* * * Common Level of Appraisal; Statewide Adjustments * * *

Sec. 13. STATE OUTREACH; STATEWIDE ADJUSTMENTS

On or before September 1, 2024, the Secretary of Education, in consultation
with the Commissioner of Taxes, shall conduct outreach to inform school
districts, public education stakeholders, and the general public of the use of
statewide adjustments under this act. The outreach shall include an
explanation of how statewide adjustments are used to calculate tax rates and
how using the statewide adjustment differs from the previous method for
calculating tax rates.

Sec. 13a. 32 V.S.A. § 5401 is amended to read:

§ 5401. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *
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(13)(A) “Education property tax spending adjustment” means the
greater of one or a fraction in which:

(i) the numerator is the district’s per pupil education spending
plus excess spending for the school year, and

(ii) the denominator is the property dollar equivalent yield for the
school year, as defined in subdivision (15) of this section, multiplied by the
statewide adjustment.

(B) “Education income tax spending adjustment” means the greater
of one or a fraction in which the numerator is the district’s per pupil education
spending plus excess spending for the school year, and the denominator is the
income dollar equivalent yield for the school year, as defined in subdivision
(16) of this section.

* * *

(15) “Property dollar equivalent yield” means the amount of per pupil
education spending that would result if the in a district having a homestead tax
rate were of $1.00 per $100.00 of equalized education property value and the
statutory reserves under 16 V.S.A. § 4026 and section 5402b of this title were
maintained.

(16) “Income dollar equivalent yield” means the amount of per pupil
education spending that would result if the in a district having an income
percentage in subdivision 6066(a)(2) of this title were of 2.0 percent and the
statutory reserves under 16 V.S.A. § 4026 and section 5402b of this title were
maintained.

(17) “Statewide adjustment” means the ratio of the aggregate education
property tax grand list of all municipalities to the aggregate value of the
equalized education property tax grand list of all municipalities.

Sec. 14. 32 V.S.A. § 5402 is amended to read:

§ 5402. EDUCATION PROPERTY TAX LIABILITY

(a) A statewide education tax is imposed on all nonhomestead and
homestead property at the following rates:

(1) The tax rate for nonhomestead property shall be $1.59 per $100.00
divided by the statewide adjustment.

(2) The tax rate for homestead property shall be $1.00 multiplied by the
education property tax spending adjustment for the municipality per $100.00
of equalized education property value as most recently determined under
section 5405 of this title. The homestead property tax rate for each
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municipality that is a member of a union or unified union school district shall
be calculated as required under subsection (e) of this section.

(b) The statewide education tax shall be calculated as follows:

(1) The Commissioner of Taxes shall determine for each municipality
the education tax rates under subsection (a) of this section divided by the
number resulting from dividing the municipality’s most recent common level
of appraisal by the statewide adjustment. The legislative body in each
municipality shall then bill each property taxpayer at the homestead or
nonhomestead rate determined by the Commissioner under this subdivision,
multiplied by the education property tax grand list value of the property,
properly classified as homestead or nonhomestead property and without regard
to any other tax classification of the property. Statewide education property
tax bills shall show the tax due and the calculation of the rate determined under
subsection (a) of this section, divided by the number resulting from dividing
the municipality’s most recent common level of appraisal by the statewide
adjustment, multiplied by the current grand list value of the property to be
taxed. Statewide education property tax bills shall also include language
provided by the Commissioner pursuant to subsection 5405(g) of this title.

(2) Taxes assessed under this section shall be assessed and collected in
the same manner as taxes assessed under chapter 133 of this title with no tax
classification other than as homestead or nonhomestead property; provided,
however, that the tax levied under this chapter shall be billed to each taxpayer
by the municipality in a manner that clearly indicates the tax is separate from
any other tax assessed and collected under chapter 133, including an
itemization of the separate taxes due. The bill may be on a single sheet of
paper with the statewide education tax and other taxes presented separately and
side by side.

(3) If a district has not voted a budget by June 30, an interim homestead
education tax shall be imposed at the base rate determined under subdivision
(a)(2) of this section, divided by the number resulting from dividing the
municipality’s most recent common level of appraisal by the statewide
adjustment, but without regard to any spending adjustment under subdivision
5401(13) of this title. Within 30 days after a budget is adopted and the
deadline for reconsideration has passed, the Commissioner shall determine the
municipality’s homestead tax rate as required under subdivision (1) of this
subsection.

* * *

Sec. 15. 32 V.S.A. § 5402b is amended to read:
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§ 5402b. STATEWIDE EDUCATION TAX YIELDS;
RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMMISSIONER

(a) Annually, no not later than December 1, the Commissioner of Taxes,
after consultation with the Secretary of Education, the Secretary of
Administration, and the Joint Fiscal Office, shall calculate and recommend a
property dollar equivalent yield, an income dollar equivalent yield, and a
nonhomestead property tax rate for the following fiscal year. In making these
calculations, the Commissioner shall assume:

(1) the homestead base tax rate in subdivision 5402(a)(2) of this title is
$1.00 per $100.00 of equalized education property value;

(2) the applicable percentage in subdivision 6066(a)(2) of this title is
2.0;

(3) the statutory reserves under 16 V.S.A. § 4026 and this section were
maintained at five percent; and

(4) the percentage change in the average education tax bill applied to
nonhomestead property and the percentage change in the average education tax
bill of homestead property and the percentage change in the average education
tax bill for taxpayers who claim a credit under subsection 6066(a) of this title
are equal;

(5) the equalized education grand list is multiplied by the statewide
adjustment in calculating the property dollar equivalent yield; and

(6) the nonhomestead rate is divided by the statewide adjustment.

(b) For each fiscal year, the property dollar equivalent yield and the income
dollar equivalent yield shall be the same as in the prior fiscal year, unless set
otherwise by the General Assembly.

(c) Annually, on or before December 1, the Joint Fiscal Office shall
prepare and publish an official, annotated copy of the Education Fund
Outlook. The Emergency Board shall review the Outlook at its meetings. As
used in this section, “Education Fund Outlook” means the projected revenues
and expenses associated with the Education Fund for the following fiscal year,
including projections of different categories of educational expenses and costs.

(d) Along with the recommendations made under this section, the
Commissioner shall include the range of per pupil spending between all
districts in the State for the previous year.

* * * Act 84 Amendments * * *

Sec. 16. 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 84, Sec. 3(c) is amended to read:
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(c) Notwithstanding 16 V.S.A. chapter 133, 32 V.S.A. chapter 135, or any
other provision of law to the contrary, a school district shall receive a decrease
to its homestead property tax rate in fiscal year 2025 equal to $0.01 for every
relative percent decrease calculated under subsection (b) of this section divided
by the statewide adjustment, rounded to the nearest whole cent. The tax rate
decrease shall phase out in the following manner:

(1) A district shall receive a decrease to its homestead property tax rate
in fiscal year 2026 equal to 80 percent of the rate decrease it received under
subsection (b) of this section.

(2) A district shall receive a decrease to its homestead property tax rate
in fiscal year 2027 equal to 60 percent of the rate decrease it received under
subsection (b) of this section.

(3) A district shall receive a decrease to its homestead property tax rate
in fiscal year 2028 equal to 40 percent of the rate decrease it received under
subsection (b) of this section.

(4) A district shall receive a decrease to its homestead property tax rate
in fiscal year 2029 equal to 20 percent of the rate decrease it received under
subsection (b) of this section.

Sec. 17. 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 84, Sec. 3(g) is added to read:

(g)(1) In the event that a district with an equalized homestead property tax
rate that was decreased by this section merges with another district or districts,
the combined district shall receive the greatest decrease under the section
available to any of the merged districts.

(2) In the event that a district withdraws from a district with an
equalized homestead property tax rate that was decreased by this section, the
withdrawing district shall not receive any decrease under this section and the
remaining district shall continue to have the same decrease in its equalized
homestead property tax rate. If a district is instead dissolved, there shall be no
decreased equalized homestead property tax rate for the resulting districts.

* * * Excess Education Spending * * *

Sec. 18. 32 V.S.A. § 5401(12) is amended to read:

(12) “Excess spending” means:

(A) The per-equalized-pupil per pupil spending amount of the
district’s education spending, as defined in 16 V.S.A. § 4001(6), plus any
amount required to be added from a capital construction reserve fund under 24
V.S.A. § 2804(b).
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(B) In excess of 121 116 percent of the statewide average district per
pupil education spending per equalized pupil increased by inflation, as
determined by the Secretary of Education on or before November 15 of each
year based on the passed budgets to date. As used in this subdivision,
“increased by inflation” means increasing the statewide average district per
pupil education spending per equalized pupil for fiscal year 2015 2025 by the
most recent New England Economic Project cumulative price index, as of
November 15, for state and local government purchases of goods and services,
from fiscal year 2015 2025 through the fiscal year for which the amount is
being determined.

Sec. 19. REPEAL

2022 Acts and Resolves No. 127, Sec. 8(a) (suspension of laws) is repealed.

Sec. 20. 16 V.S.A. § 4001(6)(B) is amended to read:

(B) For all bonds approved by voters prior to July 1, 2024, voter-approved
bond payments toward principal and interest shall not be included in
“education spending” for purposes of calculating excess spending pursuant to
32 V.S.A. § 5401(12), “education spending” shall not include:

(i) Spending during the budget year for:

(I) approved school capital construction for a project that
received preliminary approval under section 3448 of this title, including
interest paid on the debt, provided the district shall not be reimbursed or
otherwise receive State construction aid for the approved school capital
construction; or

(II) spending on eligible school capital project costs pursuant to
the State Board of Education’s Rule 6134 for a project that received
preliminary approval under section 3448 of this title.

(ii) For a project that received final approval for State construction
aid under chapter 123 of this title:

(I) spending for approved school capital construction during the
budget year that represents the district’s share of the project, including interest
paid on the debt; or

(II) payment during the budget year of interest on funds
borrowed under subdivision 563(21) of this title in anticipation of receiving
State aid for the project.

(iii) Spending that is approved school capital construction
spending or deposited into a reserve fund under 24 V.S.A. § 2804 to pay future
approved school capital construction costs, including that portion of tuition
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paid to an independent school designated as the public high school of the
school district pursuant to section 827 of this title for capital construction costs
by the independent school that has received approval from the State Board of
Education, using the processes for preliminary approval of public school
construction costs pursuant to subdivision 3448(a)(2) of this title.

(iv) Spending attributable to the cost of planning the merger of a
small school, which for purposes of this subdivision means a school with an
average grade size of 20 or fewer students, with one or more other schools.

(v) Spending attributable to the district’s share of special education
spending that is not reimbursed as an extraordinary reimbursement under
section 2962 of this title for any student in the fiscal year occurring two years
prior.

(vi) A budget deficit in a district that pays tuition to a public
school or an approved independent school, or both, for all of its resident
students in any year in which the deficit is solely attributable to tuition paid for
one or more new students who moved into the district after the budget for the
year creating the deficit was passed.

(vii) For a district that pays tuition for all of its resident students
and into which additional students move after the end of the census period
defined in subdivision (1)(A) of this section, the number of students that
exceeds the district’s most recent average daily membership and for whom the
district will pay tuition in the subsequent year multiplied by the district’s
average rate of tuition paid in that year.

(viii) Tuition paid by a district that does not operate a school and
pays tuition for all resident students in kindergarten through grade 12, except
in a district in which the electorate has authorized payment of an amount
higher than the statutory rate pursuant to subsection 823(b) or 824(c) of this
title.

(ix) The assessment paid by the employer of teachers who become
members of the State Teachers’ Retirement System of Vermont on or after July
1, 2015, pursuant to section 1944d of this title.

(x) School district costs associated with dual enrollment and early
college programs.

(xi) Costs incurred by a school district or supervisory union when
sampling drinking water outlets, implementing lead remediation, or retesting
drinking water outlets as required under 18 V.S.A. chapter 24A.
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* * * Property Tax Credit Claims * * *

Sec. 21. PROPERTY TAX CREDIT; ASSET DECLARATION; REPORT

On or before December 15, 2024, the Commissioner shall recommend
administrative and policy improvements for property tax credit claims,
including the use of an asset declaration. The report shall be submitted to the
House Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Committee on Finance.

* * * Act 127 Conforming Amendments * * *

Sec. 22. 16 V.S.A. § 4016 is amended to read:

§ 4016. REIMBURSEMENT FOR TRANSPORTATION EXPENDITURES

(a) A school district or supervisory union that incurs allowable
transportation expenditures shall receive a transportation reimbursement grant
each year. The grant shall be equal to 50 percent of allowable transportation
expenditures; provided, however, that in any year the total amount of grants
under this subsection shall not exceed the total amount of adjusted base year
transportation grant expenditures. The total amount of base year transportation
grant expenditures shall be $10,000,000.00 for fiscal year 1997, increased each
year thereafter by the annual price index for state and local government
purchases of goods and services. If in any year the total amount of the grants
under this subsection exceed the adjusted base year transportation grant
expenditures, the amount of each grant awarded shall be reduced
proportionately. Transportation grants paid under this section shall be paid
from the Education Fund and shall be added to adjusted education spending
payment receipts paid under section 4011 of this title.

* * *

(c) A district or supervisory union may apply and the Secretary may pay
for extraordinary transportation expenditures incurred due to geographic or
other conditions such as the need to transport students out of the school district
to attend another school because the district does not maintain a public school.
The State Board shall define extraordinary transportation expenditures by rule.
The total amount of base year extraordinary transportation grant expenditures
shall be $250,000.00 for fiscal year 1997, increased each year thereafter by the
annual price index for state and local government purchases of goods and
services. Extraordinary transportation expenditures shall not be paid out of the
funds appropriated under subsection (b) of this section for other transportation
expenditures. Grants paid under this section shall be paid from the Education
Fund and shall be added to adjusted education spending payment receipts paid
under section 4011 of this title.

Sec. 23. 16 V.S.A. § 4026 is amended to read:
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§ 4026. EDUCATION FUND BUDGET STABILIZATION RESERVE;
CREATION AND PURPOSE

(a) It is the purpose of this section to reduce the effects of annual variations
in State revenues upon the Education Fund budget of the State by reserving
certain surpluses in Education Fund revenues that may accrue for the purpose
of offsetting deficits.

* * *

(e) The enactment of this chapter and other provisions of the Equal
Educational Opportunity Act of which it is a part have been premised upon
estimates of balances of revenues to be raised and expenditures to be made
under the act for such purposes as adjusted education spending payments,
categorical State support grants, provisions for property tax income sensitivity,
payments in lieu of taxes, current use value appraisals, tax stabilization
agreements, the stabilization reserve established by this section, and for other
purposes. If the stabilization reserve established under this section should in
any fiscal year be less than 5.0 percent of the prior fiscal year’s appropriations
from the Education Fund, as defined in subsection (b) of this section, the Joint
Fiscal Committee shall review the information provided pursuant to 32 V.S.A.
§ 5402b and provide the General Assembly its recommendations for change
necessary to restore the stabilization reserve to the statutory level provided in
subsection (b) of this section.

Sec. 24. 16 V.S.A. § 4028 is amended to read:

§ 4028. FUND PAYMENTS TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS

(a) On or before September 10, December 10, and April 30 of each school
year, one-third of the adjusted education spending payment under section 4011
of this title shall become due to school districts, except that districts that have
not adopted a budget by 30 days before the date of payment under this
subsection shall receive one-quarter of the base education amount and upon
adoption of a budget shall receive additional amounts due under this
subsection.

* * *

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 25. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and the following sections shall take effect on passage:

(1) Sec. 1 (Commission on the Future of Public Education);

(2) Sec. 2 (property tax rates and yields);
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(3) Sec. 13 (State outreach; statewide adjustments); and

(4) Sec. 17 (Act 84 application to district mergers, withdrawals, and
dissolutions).

(b) Secs. 13a–16 (CLA effect on tax rates and statewide adjustment) and
19 (repeal of excess spending suspension) shall take effect July 1, 2025.

(c) Sec. 9 (16 V.S.A. § 563; powers of school boards; form of vote) shall
take effect July 1, 2024, provided, however, that 16 V.S.A. § 563(11)(D) shall
not apply to ballots used for fiscal year 2025 budgets.

(d) Sec. 5 (32 V.S.A. chapter 225, subchapter 4) shall take effect August 1,
2024.

(e) All other sections shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(Committee vote: 5-0-1)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of April 23, 2024, page 1278-
1306)

Joint Resolution for Second Reading

Favorable

J.R.S. 44.

Joint resolution declaring the increasing number of drug overdose deaths in
Vermont to be a public health emergency.

Reported favorably by Senator Gulick for the Committee on Health
and Welfare.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

ORDERED TO LIE

S. 94.

An act relating to the City of Barre tax increment financing district.

CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and
with full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries
of Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and
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members of the Public Utility Commission shall be fully and separately acted
upon.

Julie Hulburd of Colchester - Member, Cannabis Control Board - Sen.
Vyhovsky for the Committee on Government Operations. (4/10/2024)

JFO NOTICE

Grants and Positions that have been submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee
by the Administration, under 32 V.S.A. §5(b)(3):

JFO #3199: $1,000,000.00 from the U.S. Department of Energy through
Vermont Energy Efficiency Coop to the Vermont Military Department. Funds
will be used for facility upgrades in the Westminster and Berlin Armories to
help study the effects of thermal energy storage on heating and cooling loads
in electrified facilities.

The grant requires a 20% state match of $250,000.00 which will be funded
through an appropriation of existing capital funds.

[Received April 18, 2024]

JFO #3200: $1,105,839.00 to the Department of Public Safety, VT
Emergency Management from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
Funds for the repair and replacement of facilities affected during the severe
storm and flooding event in Addison County from August 3-5, 2023.

[Received April 29, 2024]

JFO #3201: $1,594,420.00 to the Vermont Public Service Department from
the U.S. Department of Energy. The funds are for the creation of the
Municipal Energy Resilience Revolving Fund (MERF) designated by the
Vermont Legislature in Act 172 of 2022 to support state and local energy
efficiency projects.

[Received April 29, 2024]

JFO #3202: $3,296,092.00 to the Vermont Agency of Human Services,
Department of Children and Families from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency. Funds to provide services for families impacted by the
July 2023 flood event.

[Received April 29, 2024]

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

CROSSOVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following crossover deadlines:
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(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 15, 2024, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day. House
Committee bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday, March 15, 2024
and introduced the next legislative day.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House
Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 22, 2024, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Note: The Senate will not act on bills that do not meet these crossover
deadlines, without the consent of the Senate Rules Committee.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(Appropriations “Big Bill”, Transportation Spending Bill, Capital
Construction Bill, Pay Bill, and Miscellaneous Tax Bill)


