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S.56

Introduced by Senators Hardy, Lyons, Baruth, Bray, Campion, Chittenden,
Clarkson, Cummings, Gulick, Hashim, McCormack, Perchlik,
Ram Hinsdale, Sears, Vyhovsky, Watson and White

Referred to Committee on Health and Welfare

Date: February 1, 2023

Subject: Human services; education; prekindergarten; child care

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to establish the

public prekindergarten education program. It proposes to designate a second

Deputy Secretary within the Agency of Education. It further proposes to

establish a property tax exemption for child care providers. This bill proposes

to reorganize the Department for Children and Families and establish the

Department of Economic Empowerment. It also proposes to increase family

eligibility and provider payments in the Child Care Financial Assistance

Program, to establish the Noncitizen Child Care Assistance Program, and to

provide child care workforce retention grants.

An act relating to child care and early childhood education
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It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Secql. 16 V.S.A. § 11 is amended to read:
§ 11. ASSIFICATIONS AND DEFINITIONS
(a) As uSd in this title, unless the context otherwise clearly requires:

% ok %

(31) “Early ch¥ghood education;” or “early education;” et

13

prekindergarten-edueatiof means services designed to provide
developmentally appropriate &ly development and learning experiences

based on Vermont’s early learning%tandards to children who are three to four

years of age and to five-year-eld childiég five years of age who are not eligible

for or enrolled in kindergarten.

(36) “Prekindergarten education” has the sam@meaning as in section

829 of this title.

Sec. 2. 16 V.S.A. § 213 is amended to read:
§ 213. DEPUTY SECRETARIES

The Secretary shall employ sueh-number-of-dept

. ary d cl WU ULVPDULY cl . U UVPULY Al'y All.
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govrn special education, early education, and multitiered systems of support;

and
2) hdo¥d at least a master’s level degree in early childhood education

special educatiorMgchild development, or a related field.

Sec.3. 16 V.S.A. § is amended to read:

§ 255. PUBLIC AND INREPENDENT SCHOOL EMPLOYEES;

CONTRACTORS
* % %
(k) ¢ 0 0 ot apply to sup ender d
d o o o o RINVO d q d+to
&0 Dep O aren-and P O A
$350 perintenden d d ot-prohibited Ngom-eond g
[Repealed. ]
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§ §%9. PUBLIC PREKINDERGARTEN EDUCATION PROGRAM
(a) Wefinitions. As used in this section:
(1) "Rrekindergarten child” means a child who, as-ef-the-date
ablished by te-district-of residence for kindersarten-eligibility; on or before
September 1, is thi§g-or four years of age or is five years of age but is not yet
enrolled in kindergarte

(2) “PrekindergarterMgducation” means services designed to-previde-te

for prekindergarten children th® are play-based, developmentally appropriate,

and foster early development and [8rning experiences based on Vermont’s
early learning standards.

(3) “Prequalified-private providerigans-aprivate providero

seetton- “‘Public prekindergarten education prograi®’ means the provision of

high quality, publicly funded full-day prekindergarten &lucation at a public

school, which is available to prekindergarten children eithewithin a child’s

district of residence or paid for by a child’s district of residencf the district

does not maintain an elementary school.
(b) Access to publiehyfunded a public prekindergarten education pf§gram.

(1) Nefewerthantenhoursperweek-ofpublielyfunded Each schod
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aviiable for35-weeks-annually to each prekindergarten child whom a parent

or guar§jan wishes to enroll in-an-available; prequalified program-operated-by

a-pubh bol-or-a-private provider. Each public prekindergarten education

program shall 8gerate for the school year, as defined in section 1071 of this

title. A school distlct that does not maintain an elementary school and does

not maintain a public p¥gkindergarten education program shall pay tuition for

its resident students to atte™ a public prekindergarten education program

outside the district.

(2) If a parent or guardian cfgoses to enroll a prekindergarten child in

an-avatable;prequalified a public prekWgdergarten education program, then;

K

pursuant-to-the-parent-or-guardian’s-choiceqghe school district of residence
shall:
(A) pay tuition pursuant to subseetions suf§section (d) and-h) of this

section upon the request of the parent or guardian to: dgublic prekindergarten

education program outside the district of residence if it dod%not maintain a

public prekindergarten education program; or

: Lified o dor:
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thaWit operates.
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Nothing in this subsection shall preclude a sc§pol district from:

(A) operating a public prekindergarten educan program in a

building other than an elementary school building; or

B) maintaining a public prekindergarten education pMggram within

the district when the district does not maintain one or more elemen¥ry

schools.
(c) Prequs on—7F o+ 0 d oped-and-o D
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D
(@)
D
@
(@)
-

b Program requirem$ats. A pregram-of public prekindergarten

education;-whetherprovided-by-school-d of-a-private-provide

shall havereceived:

A)(1) have received National Agsociation for the Education of

Young Children (NAEYC) accreditation;

e DPen men 1 an a M1lied’
7 Cl e

D. O O a a
. ot pd v, G G
Slj chS Sls Steﬁia ot
AR a a ja a
PO acVv OPEca
o a o ane o h1ldren nd Fam a a
v, D) e, VU ‘ L v v v . C . C L e .

(2) Alieensedprevidershall employ ereontractfortheservieesWgf at
least one teacher who is licensed and endorsed in early childhood educatiofor

Cd y UITVUOU [JC dl CUUCld U ULIUC AP LC U oy
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184S

itle meet the criteria for hours of operation and minimum

Nto O 1
ap O ™

number of school Myys pursuant to section 1071 of this title;

(4) allow a prekMdergarten child to attend on a part-time basis on a

schedule established by sciMol board policy pursuant to subdivision 563(1) of

this title; and
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of Human Services—A-distrietshall-pay-tuitienupen: In a district that

(5) use play-based curriculuMy and programming.

(1) Onbehs

DUDIIC PDICRHOIUCTZdItell CUUCAUOIT PTOETdil, d PAICHL OF Sudidld

= NA Wa'

(d) Tuition, budgets, and average d&ly membership.

9
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by Wge district of residence by enrolling the child in the district of residence.

A In a district that does not maintain a public prekindergarten

education pWggram, the district shall pay tuition pursuant to subsection 823(a)

of this title upom

(A) receiviyg notice from the child’s parent or guardian that the child

is or will be admitted-toNge enrolled in a public prekindergarten education
program operated by the precmalified private provider or the other di

outside the district of residence; % d

(B) concurrent enrollment 8 the prekindergarten child in the district
of residence for purposes of budgeting arl| determining average daily
membership.

2)(3) In addition to any direct costs of opcHgting a public
prekindergarten education program, a district of residgce shall include

anticipated public prekindergarten education program tuitBgn payments and

any administrative, quality assurance, quality improvement, tragsition
planning, or other prekindergarten-related costs in its annual budg®presented
to the voters.

3)(4) Pursuant to subdivision 4001(1)(C) of this title, the district of
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(e) Rules. The Secretary o

S.56
Page 10 of 191

ducation and-the-Commissionerfor-Children

and-Familtes, in consultation with Bpilding Bright Futures, shall jeintly

develop and-agreete rules and present %gem to the State Board for adoption

under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 as follows:

(1) To permit private provide
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3) To requirdghat the school district provides opportunities for
effective parental particfjation in the public prekindergarten education
program.

)(2) To establish a procys by which:

A a parent or guardian noWfies the district that the prekindergarten

child is or will be admitted-te enrolled in% public prekindergarten education

program net-eperated-by-the-district-and-conc§rently-enrols-the-ehild-in-the

distriet pursuant to subdivisten subdivisions (d)(%and (2) of this section;.

. sty
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QD
C

QD
D

(6)—fRepealed-}

A(3) To require a district%o include identifiable costs for public
prekindergarten education programs &d essential early education services in
its annual budgets and reports to the com¥gunity.

8)(4) To require a district to report to %ge Agency of Education annual
expenditures made in support of public prekinder8grten education programs,
with distinct figures provided for expenditures made Mgm the-General Fund;
frem the Education Fund; and from all other sources, whi®j shall be specified.

)(5) To provide an administrative process for:

(A) a parent, guardian, or provider to challenge an actior¥gf a school
district or the State when the complainant believes that the district or SWgte is
in violation of State statute or rules regarding the public prekindergarten

CUUCAtion progrdarit, dIid
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whig the district believes that the-previder-or the State is in violation of State
statute W rules regarding the public prekindergarten education program.
0)(Q To establish a system by which the Agency of Education and
Department foMChildren-and Families shall jeintly monitor and evaluate
public prekindergalen education programs to promote optimal results for
children that support tirelevant population-level outcomes set forth in 3
V.S.A. § 2311 and to colle®data that will inform future decisions. The
Agency and-Department shall Bg required to report annually to the General
Assembly in January. At a minimu¥g, the system shall monitor and evaluate:
(A) programmatic details, incigding the number of children served,

the number of private-and public prekinder§arten education programs

operated, and the public financial investment n¥gde to ensure access to quality
prekindergarten education;

(B) the quality of public and-private prekindegarten education
programs and efforts to ensure continuous quality improveMyents through
mentoring, training, technical assistance, and otherwise; and

(C) the results for children, including school readiness an®

proficieney-in-numeracy-and-literacy social-emotional development.

(7)) To establish a process for documenting the progress of childt
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to:
A) help individualize instruction and improve program practice; and
(BWcollect and report child progress data to the Secretary of

Education on argnnual basis.

(1) Other provi
seetion- [Repealed. ]

(g) Limitations. Nothing4n this section shall be construed to permit-or

@
(@)
(@)
(@)
D
(@)
q
-
(@)
(@)

rolation-of-the Establishmen ause-of Mge-U-S—Censtitution prohibit a

private prekindergarten provider from providMge prekindergarten education in

accordance with rules adopted by the Department®or Children and Families’

Division of Child Development.

- e limitations.
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Sec. 5. 16 V.S.A. &l1073 is amended to read:

§ 1073. “LEGAL PUPRL” DEFINED; ACCESS TO SCHOOL

(a) Definition. “Eegal Xs used in this section, “legal pupil” means an
individual who has attained theWgge-effive four years of age on or before

January September 1 next-followin¥the beginning of the school year.

However, a school district may requirepat students admitted to kindergarten
have attained the-age-of five years of age olyor before any date between

August 31 and January 1.

(c) Prekindergarten-and-essential Essential early ed®ation. An individual
who is not a legal pupil may be enrolled in-a-publie-sechool¥g-a-prekinde

seetion829-ef this-title-or in a program of essential early educationWgffered
pursuant to section 2956 of this title.

(d) Relocation. If one or both of a child’s parents or guardians are beiny
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req§ire the parent or legal guardian of the student or the student themselves to
physicaly appear at a location within the district to register the student. Proof
of required¥esidency shall not be required at the time of the remote
registration buf§ghall be required within 10 days ef following the student’s
attendance in the s&ool district.
Sec. 6. 16 V.S.A. § 408l is amended to read:
§ 4001. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Average daily membersWip” of a school district or, if needed in
order to calculate the appropriate homc#gead tax rate, of the municipality as
defined in 32 V.S.A. § 5401(9), in any yeaygneans:

(A) The full-time equivalent enrollm&gt of prekindergarten children

and students in grades kindergarten through 12, as §fined by the State Board
by rule, who are legal residents of the district or munictgality attending a
school owned and operated by the district, attending a publ#g school outside
the district under section 822a of this title, or for whom the dis#ct pays tuition
to one or more approved independent schools or public schools out$ide the
district during the annual census period. The census period consists of %ge

11th day through the 30th day of the school year in which school is actuallfn
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(C) The full-time equivalent enrollment for each prekindergarten

child r&eiving essential early education services is as follows: If a child is

receives 10 or Myore hours of essential early education services per week and is

not enrolled in a pMlic prekindergarten program, the child shall be counted as

one full-time equivalerfypupil. If a child is-enreHed-in-six-or-mere-but-fewer

0-hours-of prekinderd educationper-week-or-if achild receives

fewer than 10 hours of essentid§early education services per week, the child
shall be counted as a percentage ofWgne full-time equivalent pupil, calculated as

one multiplied by the number of hourser week divided by ten 10. A-ehiléd

O ad N—1re ndero An-od on o han a¥a ava
O Cl D Cl & vasiere O O Oy cl Ot D

K

xmbership- There is no limit

on the total number of children wh

edueation-or who receive essential early education serviges.

% ok %

(15) “Prekindergarten child” means a three—er four-year¥gld child who

is enrolled in a public prekindergarten education program effered-B¥ge

through-a-seheel-distriet pursuant to rules-adepted-under section 829 of%his

title er-wheo—
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elidble for or enrolled in kindergarten.

(W) “Child receiving essential early education services” means a three-

or four-yed&old child who is receiving essential early education services

offered pursua to section 2956 of this title. Child receiving essential early

education services @lso means a five-year-old child who otherwise meets the

terms of this definition% that child is not yet eligible for or enrolled in

kindergarten.

Sec. 7. 16 V.S.A. § 4010 is anynded to read:
§ 4010. DETERMINATION OF IGHTED LONG-TERM MEMBERSHIP
AND PER PUPIL EDUCATI§N SPENDING
%k % %

(d) Determination of weighted long-term bership. For each weighting
category except the small schools weighting catego¥y under subdivision (b)(3)
of this section, the Secretary shall compute the weightig count by using the
long-term membership, as defined in subdivision 4001(7) J&this title, in that
category.

(1) The Secretary shall first apply grade level weights. Eaclfgupil

included in long-term membership from subsection (b) of this section siall

count as one, multiplied by the following amounts:
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(C) grades nine through 12—0.39.
%k % %
Sec. 8. 19%S.A. § 921 is amended to read:
§ 921. SCHOML ZONES

(a) Municipalitlgs shall erect or cause to be erected on all public highways
near a school warning Sgns conforming to the standards of the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control D8ices as provided in 23 V.S.A. § 1025.

(b) For the purposes of this%ection and 23 V.S.A. § 1025, the term
“school” shall include sehool-distri8-operated public prekindergarten
education program facilities owned or Rased by a school district.

Sec. 9. 23 V.S.A. § 1003 is amended to redy:
§ 1003. STATE SPEED ZONES

(a) When the Traffic Committee constituted un®gr 19 V.S.A. § 1(24)
determines, on the basis of an engineering and traffic ifigestigation that shall
take into account, if applicable, safe speeds within school Z§nes (or safe speeds
within 200 feet of sehoeol-distriet-operated public prekindergart¥ education
program facilities owned or leased by a school district) when childfn are
traveling to or from such schools or facilities, that a maximum speed 11t

established by this chapter is greater or less than is reasonable or safe unde
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De¥gnse Highways, it may determine and declare a reasonable and safe limit
that is 8fective when appropriate signs stating the limit are erected. This limit
may be deC¥gred to be effective at all times or at times indicated upon the
signs; and diff&§ng limits may be established for different times of day,
different types of Vicles, varying weather conditions, or based on other
factors bearing on safeYpeeds, which are effective when posted upon

appropriate fixed or alterab¥g signs.

Sec. 10. AGENCY OF EDUCATIQN; DEPUTY SECRETARY
AUTHORIZATION; APPRORRIATION

(a) The establishment of a second Depi Secretary position within the

Agency of Education pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § is authorized beginning in

fiscal year 2024.

(b) In fiscal year 2024, $200.000.00 is appropriated¥or the creation of a

second Deputy Secretary position within the Agency of Ed¥gation.

Sec. 11. RULEMAKING
a) The Department for Children and Family’s Child Develop t

Division, in consultation with Building Bright Futures, shall amend the

following rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to reflect the creation of thd

PDUU DI TR UCL Ed C cUuldliy PDIOUY I d DU Ud U U V.O.A. N O0L7
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At school Child Care Programs (CVR 13-171-003);

A Department for Children and Families, Licensing Regulations for

Center-Bas® Child Care and Preschool Programs (CVR 13-171-004); and

(3) Depatynent for Children and Families, Child Care Licensing

Regulations; Regist®&ed and Licensed Family Child Care Homes (CVR 13-

171-005).

(b) The Agency of Educ®on, in consultation with Building Bright

Futures, shall amend the followiMg rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to

reflect the creation of the public preMadergarten education program pursuant

to 16 V.S.A. § 829:

(1) Agency of Education, Length of S&ool Day and Year—Specific

Program Requirements for Public Schools (CVR %2-000-005);

(2) Agency of Education, Full-time Equivalent®nrollment of Pupils

(CVR 22-000-027); and

(3) Agency of Education, Prekindergarten Education ((&R 22-000-

0353).

* * * Property Tax Exemption; Property Used by a Child Care Provideg * * *

Sec. 12. 32 V.S.A. § 3802(22) is added to read:

UpP W o1V, VUV UV U vdlucC U Cdl dllIU PC Ulldl Ppl1OpPC
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33 S.A. § 3511(3) and used to provide child care services as defined by

33 V.SM. § 3511(4); or

B rented at not less than 25 percent below fair market value as

determined by We prevailing area market prices for comparable space or

property to a centeMbased child care provider as defined by 33 V.S.A.

§ 3511(3) and used to Meovide child care services as defined by 33 V.S.A.

§ 3511(4).

Sec. 13. 32 V.S.A. § 3800(q) 1%added to read:

(q) The statutory purpose of th&xemption for property owned by or

rented to a child care provider in subdiWision 3802(22) of this title is to lower

the cost of providing child care services in ¥ermont.

Sec. 14. 32 V.S.A. § 5401(7) is amended to redy:
(7) “Homestead”:

(A) “Homestead” means the principal dwellitig and parcel of land
surrounding the dwelling, owned and occupied by a residefigindividual as the
individual’s domicile or owned and fully leased on April 1, pro%ided the
property is not leased for more than 182 days out of the calendar y&r or, for
purposes of the renter credit under subsection 6066(b) of this title, is rcted

and occupied by a resident individual as the individual’s domicile.
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theNgomestead parcel that is not used for business purposes. A homestead does
not incde that portion of a principal dwelling used for business purposes if
the portion $ged for business purposes includes more than 25 percent of the

floor space of ti#g building.

(H)(1) A home%ead does not include any portion of a dwelling that is
rented, and a dwelling is not% homestead for any portion of the year in which
it is rented.

(ii) Notwithstanding subWivision (i) of this subdivision (7)(H), a

homestead shall include a dwelling, or a Mgrtion of a dwelling, that otherwise
qualifies as a homestead and that is rented at Mot less than 25 percent below

fair market value as determined by the prevailingrea market prices for

comparable space or property to a center-based child 8re provider as defined

by 33 V.S.A. § 3511(3) and is used to provide child care s¥vices as defined by

33 V.S.A. § 3511(4).

* * * Department for Children and Families Restructure and Cigation of
Department of Economic Empowerment * * *

Sec. 15. 3 V.S.A. § 212 is amended to read:
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ins@umentality of which the Governor, under the Constitution, shall exercise

such filjctions as are by law assigned to each department respectively:

% ok %

(24) ThA&Pepartment of Vermont Health Access:

(25) The Defartment of Economic Empowerment.

Sec. 16. 3 V.S.A. § 24%is amended to read:
§ 241. BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS

(a) “Federal tax informatio®g or “FTI” means returns and return
information as defined in 26 U.S.C%§ 6103(b) that are received directly from
the Internal Revenue Service or obtaindg through an IRS-authorized secondary
source, that are in the Recipient’s possessiOf or control, and that are subject to
the confidentiality protections and safeguardin@ygequirements of the Internal
Revenue Code and corresponding federal regulatioMg and guidance.

(b) As used in this chapter, “Recipient” means the T§llowing authorities of
the Executive Branch of State government that receive FT

(1) Agency of Human Services, including:
(A) Department for Children and Families;

(B) Department of Economic Empowerment;

(C) Department of Health;

T\ L) | JCPd C U VIC d Cd 5 dllU
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(2) Department of Labor.
Department of Motor Vehicles.
(4) Bgpartment of Taxes.
(5) Agegy of Digital Services.
(6) Departm@gt of Buildings and General Services.
* % %
Sec. 17. 3 V.S.A. § 816 is'§nended to read:
§ 816. EXEMPTIONS
(a) Sections 809—813 of this titRshall not apply to:
(1) Acts, decisions, findings, or &terminations by the Human Services

Board or the Commisstoner Commissioner@of Economic Empowerment or for

Children and Families or a duly authorized ageW, and to procedures or
hearings before and by the Board or Commissioner¥gr agent.
* % %
Sec. 18. 3 V.S.A. § 3002 is amended to read:
§ 3002. CREATION OF AGENCY
(a) An Agency of Human Services is created consisting of the f§llowing:
(1) The Department of Corrections.

(2) The Department for Children and Families.
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(5) The Human Services Board.
The Department of Vermont Health Access.
(7) Mge Department of Mental Health.

(8) The Wepartment of Economic Empowerment.

% ok %

Sec. 19. 3 V.S.A. § 308l is amended to read:

§ 3051. COMMISSIONER% DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS;

APPOINTMENT; TER§

S.56
Page 27 of 191

(c) For the Department for Childreffgnd Families, the Secretary, with the

approval of the Governor, shall appoint defity commissioners for the

following divisions of the Department:
(1) Eecenemie-Serviees;
2 Child Development; and

3)(2) Family Services.

(e) For the Department of Economic Empowerment, the Secret®gy, with the

approval of the Governor, shall appoint deputy commissioners for the

following divisions of the Department:
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%) Deputy commissioners shall be exempt from the classified service.
Their afgointments shall be in writing and shall be filed in the Office of the
Secretary oRState.

Sec. 20. 3 V.S A, § 3084 is amended to read:
§ 3084. DEPART T FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

(a) The Department ¥gr Children and Families is created within the Agency
of Human Services as-the-su@gessor-to-and-the-continuation-of the Depa

(@)
d
@
d
(@)
q
(@)
q
(@)
N
(@)

DevelopmentPrograms to promote the healthy delopment of children and

outh, oversee and support a system of high-quality cMgld care programs in

home- and community-based settings, and provide assistai¥ge and support to

parents and families. It shall include the Divisions of Child D&elopment and
of Family Services and the Offices of Children with Special HealtMgNeeds and

of Maternal and Child Health.

(b) An investigations unit is created within the Department for Childrem
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SerWjces under 33 V.S.A. chapter 49.
Sec. 21’83 V.S.A. § 3091 is amended to read:
§ 3091. HERRINGS
(a) An appliciat for or a recipient of assistance, benefits, or social services

from the Department®pr Children and Families, of Economic Empowerment,

of Vermont Health Acces3gof Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living, or
of Mental Health;-er; an appli®gnt for a license from one of those
departments;; or a licensee may fil&a request for a fair hearing with the
Human Services Board. An opportunifor a fair hearing wiH shall be granted

to any individual requesting a hearing beca®ge his-er-her the individual’s claim

for assistance, benefits, or services is denied; or'%g not acted upon with
reasonable promptness; or because the individual is #ggrieved by any other

Agency action affecting his-er-her the individual’s receip§of assistance,

benefits, or services, or license or license application; or becd§se the individual
is aggrieved by Agency policy as it affects his-erher the individud’s situation.

% ok %

Sec. 22. 3 V.S.A. § 3094 is amended to read:
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hidren-andFamiies of Economic Empowerment and shall be designated the

IV-D a¥ency for purposes of Title IV-D of the federal Social Security Act.

(b) TheWffice shall be headed by a Director who shall be appointed by the
Secretary of H®gnan Services subject to section 3054 of this title.
Sec. 23. 3 V.S.A. §3098 is added to read:

§ 3098. DEPARTMENY OF ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

The Department of EcoMemic Empowerment is created within the Agency

of Human Services to empoweMfamilies and individuals through the provision

of financial support, case manage t, and other assistance aimed at building

skills and independence. It shall includg the Office of Child Support, the

Office of Economic Opportunity, the Disability Determination Services

Division, and the Economic Services Division.

Sec. 24. 4 V.S.A. § 953 is amended to read:
§ 953. SOURCES OF NAMES

(a) The clerk, in order to ascertain names of persons eli§jble as jurors, may
consult the latest census enumeration, the latest published city, wn, or village
telephone or other directory, the listers’ records, the elections recor$s, and any
other general source of names.

(b) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the Court Administrator
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of Mgbor, the Department of Taxes, the Department of Health, the Department

of Ecorgmic Empowerment, and the Department for Children and Families.

The Court Agministrator may also obtain the names of voters from the
Secretary of Sta%. After the names have been obtained, the Court
Administrator shall §mpile them and provide the names, addresses, and dates
of birth to the clerk in a%grm that will not reveal the source of the names.

The clerk shall include the n§es provided by the Court Administrator in the

list of potential jurors.

Sec. 25. 8 V.S.A. § 10204 is amended to%ead:
§ 10204. EXCEPTIONS

This subchapter does not prohibit any of the ad§vities listed in this section.
This section shall not be construed to require any fina¥gial institution to make
any disclosure not otherwise required by law. This sectiofghall not be
construed to require or encourage any financial institution to d%er any
procedures or practices not inconsistent with this subchapter. This%ection
shall not be construed to expand or create any authority in any person 8 entity

other than a financial institution.
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an(yFamilies pursuant to its authority and obligations under 33 V.S.A. § 112.

% ok %

(27) Wisclosure of information sought by the Department of Economic

EmpowermentWgursuant to its authority and obligations under 33 V.S.A. § 212.

Sec. 26. 9 V.S.A. &2480h is amended to read:
§ 2480h. SECURITY RREEZE BY CREDIT REPORTING AGENCY; TIME

IN EFFECT

(I) The provisions of this sectio¥y including the security freeze, do not

apply to the use of a consumer report b¥the following:

% ok %

(5) The Economic Services Division of ¢ Department for-Children-anéd

Famtilies of Economic Empowerment or the Deparfigent of Vermont Health
Access or its agents or assignee acting to investigate wdfare or Medicaid

fraud.

Sec. 27. 9 V.S.A. § 2483a is amended to read:
§ 2483a. SECURITY FREEZE FOR PROTECTED CONSUMER; TIME IN

EFFECT
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sectigity freeze, do not apply to the use of a consumer report by the following:

% ok %

(5) THg Economic Services Division of the Department for-Children-anéd

Famtlies of Eco ic Empowerment or the Department of Vermont Health

Access or its agents Ogassignees acting to investigate welfare or Medicaid

fraud.

Sec. 28. 9 V.S.A. § 4472 is amen(gd to read:
§ 4472. RIGHT TO TERMINATE REWTAL AGREEMENT
* % %
(b) Not less than 30 days before the date of fmination, the protected

tenant shall provide to the landlord:

(1) a written notice of termination; and

(2) documentation from one or more of the following Sgurces
supporting his-er-her the tenant’s reasonable belief that it is necesSgry to vacate
the dwelling unit:

(A) a court, law enforcement, or other government agencys;
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ten%at, or the minor or dependent of the tenant, received counseling or other
assistarige concerning abuse, sexual assault, or stalking; or
(D), a self-certification of a protected tenant’s status as a victim of
abuse, sexual a%gault, or stalking, signed under penalty of perjury, on a
standard form adopigd for that purpose by:
(1) a feder@or State government entity, including the federal

Department of Housing an&Urban Development, the Vermont Department of

Economic Empowerment, or ti Vermont Department for Children and

Families; or
(i1) a nonprofit organizatio% that provides support services to

protected tenants.

Sec. 29. 10 App. V.S.A. § 16 is amended to read:
§ 16. SUSPENSION OF LICENSES: ENFORCEMEN§ OF CHILD
SUPPORT ORDERS, 15 V.S.A. § 798
* % %
16.3 All notices of compliance with a child support order shall % upon a
standard compliance form, as devised and approved by the court, the V&§gmont

Agency of Human Services, Department of Children-and-Families Econom

PDOWC CIIt, dIIU [ JCPd
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of uman Services, Department of Children-and-Famiies Economic

Empowgrment, then notice of compliance shall only be accepted from the
Vermont A%ency of Human Services, Department of Children-andFamilies

Economic Empgwerment or the court.

% ok %

16.8 Department pdgonnel shall direct all inquiries from persons seeking
reinstatement to the court Mthe Vermont Agency of Human Services,

Department of Children-and-Fagilies Economic Empowerment, if the Vermont

Agency of Human Services, Depargent of Children-and-Families Economic
Empowerment was the entity whieh thgbrought the motion for suspension
before this court.
Sec. 30. 12 V.S.A. § 3169 is amended to read:
§ 3169. HEARING ON MOTION; FINDINGS; ORDER

(a) At the hearing on the motion the court shall det&gnine on the basis of
the motion and any affidavit of the judgment creditor, the r&§ord in the civil
action and any testimony offered by either party, and by the truf¢ee whether
the judgment debtor has neglected or refused to pay or make reasomigble
arrangements to pay the money judgment in question. If the court so fids, it
shall also determine:

C d UU U C UL C ulipald,
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(3) whether the judgment debtor has been a recipient of assistance from

the Verfgont Department Departments for Children and Families, of Economic

Empowerm@t, or the-Department of Vermont Health Access within the two

months precedif¥g the date of the hearing; and

% ok %

Sec. 31. 12 V.S.A. § 3O is amended to read:
§ 3170. EXEMPTIONS; I ANCE OF ORDER

(a) No order approving the is§gance of trustee process against earnings
shall be entered against a judgment d§btor who was, within the two-month
period preceding the hearing provided ingction 3169 of this title, a recipient
of assistance from the Vermont Department {8 Children-and-Families of

Economic Empowerment or the Department of V&mont Health Access. The

judgment debtor must establish this exemption at the tgne of hearing.

% ok %

Sec. 32. 13 V.S.A. § 1028 is amended to read:
§ 1028. ASSAULT OF PROTECTED PROFESSIONAL; ASSAGLT WITH

BODILY FLUIDS
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Dt ot od s foccional®’ Lo

ofter; a firefighter; a health care worker; an employee, contractor, or grantee

of the Mepartment for Children and Families or Department of Economic

Empowern¥gnt; or any emergency medical personnel as defined in 24 V.S.A.

§ 2651(6).

Sec. 33. 15 V.S.A. § 2% is amended to read:

§ 294. MAN UNRELATE®R ADULT IN THE HOUSE

(a) When the mether paren®f minor children is residing within the same
household as a-man an adult unrela¥d to her the parent and not otherwise

liable for the support of the mether-ancdéger parent and the parent’s children, on

the complaint of the mether parent or, if sh§the parent is receiving public

assistance, the Department Departments of Ecofgomic Empowerment or for

Children and Families, the Superior Court shall ma%e such decree concerning
the support of the mether parent and the care, custody, ¥gaintenance, and

education of the children as in cases where the husband noMgesidential parent

refuses without just cause to support his-wife the parent living With the

children and the children. The decree shall by its terms continue irorce for
so long as the defendant resides within the household or until further oMer of
the court.
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§ 6§0. ACTION TO RECOVER MAINTENANCE, CHILD SUPPORT, AND
SUIT MONEY; SANCTION FOR NONCOMPLIANCE

(a) Wh& a judgment or order for the payment of either temporary or
permanent maifg¢enance, child support, or suit money has been made by the
Family Division of%he Superior Court, and personal jurisdiction of the person
liable for the payment & money under the judgment or order has been
obtained, the party entitled¥gy the terms of the judgment or order to payment
thereunder, or the Office of Ch§d Support in all cases in which the party or
dependent children of the parties af§the recipients of financial assistance from

the Department Departments of Econofyic Empowerment or for Children and

Families, may file a motion in the Family Mgvision of the Superior Court
asking for a determination of the amount due. Wpon notice to the other party
and hearing thereon, the Family Division of the Sufgrior Court shall render
judgment for the amount due under the judgment or or&gr; the court may order
restitution to the Pepartment Departments, order that paynnts be made to the
Office of Child Support for distribution, or make such other or8grs or
conditions as it deems proper. The judgment shall be as binding arf§ as
enforceable in all respects as though rendered in any other civil action. %Notice
shall be given in such manner as the Supreme Court shall by rule provide. %n

dUU Ulld ULIU dy UC UI0OUY cl dl y C U U C U PDdllU Udld



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.56
2023 Page 39 of 191

theWgme the original judgment or order was made shall have jurisdiction of
motionfunder the provisions of this section, irrespective of the amount in
controversWor the residence of the parties. The motions may be brought and
judgment obtaed on judgments, decrees, and orders previously rendered and

still in force.

Sec. 35. 15 V.S.A. § 658 i%amended to read:
§ 658. SUPPORT

(a) In an action under this chap®r or under chapter 21 of this title, the court
shall order either or both parents owingg duty of support to a child to pay an
amount for the support of the child in accoance with the support guidelines
as set forth in this subchapter; unless otherwise%etermined under section 659
of this title.

(b) A request for support may be made by either pa¥gnt, a guardian, or the

Department for Children and Families, Department of EcoMgmic

Empowerment, or the Department of Vermont Health Access, a party in

interest. A court may also raise the issue of support on its own mo¥on.

% ok %

Sec. 36. 16 V.S.A. § 1592 is amended to read:

N T L. VY A INLJ I\ U IN 1) U DUAINL U U
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programs, in addition to those powers and responsibilities set forth in chapter
72 of ths title, the Vermont State Colleges Board of Trustees shall:
* % %
(3) coornate such programs with other employment and training
programs such as tBgse offered by the Department of Employment and
Training, the Departm¢ of Labor, the Department for-Children-and Families

of Economic Empowermerl the Agency of Commerce and Community

Development, independent coll§ges, and the Vermont Student Assistance
Corporation; and

(4) possess all other necessary af§d implied powers to carry out such
responsibilities.
Sec. 37. 18 V.S.A. § 5227 is amended to read:

§ 5227. RIGHT TO DISPOSITION

(d)(1) If the disposition of the remains of a decedent is §gtermined under
subdivision (a)(10) of this section, the Office of the Chief Med¥al Examiner
may contract with a funeral director or disposition facility to cremd¥g the
remains of the decedent.

(2)(A) If the cremation of the decedent is arranged and paid for undd
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majmum payment permitted by rule by the Department for-Children-anéd

mili® of Economic Empowerment.

(BW, If the cremation of the decedent is not arranged and paid for
under 33 V.S.A%§ 2301, the Department of Health shall pay the cremation
expenses to the furigal home, up to the maximum payment permitted by rule

by the Department for §hildren-and Eamilies of Economic Empowerment.

Sec. 38. 18 V.S.A. § 8101 is afgended to read:

§ 8101. LIABILITY

(e) In his-erher the Commissioner’s inWgstigation, keeping of accounts,
and collection of charges, the Commissioner si§ll have the support and
cooperation of the Department for-Children-and FaWgilies of Economic

Empowerment insofar as the records of that Departmerfgrelate to the ability to

pay.

Sec. 39. 28 V.S.A. § 755 is amended to read:
§ 755. DISPOSITION OF EARNINGS

An inmate participating in a work release program shall cause to be givy
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CoWNgmissioner, to the extent reasonable, may:
Deduct an amount determined to be equivalent to the cost of
providing M the living expenses of the inmate.
(2) Causyto be paid, as are needed, any of the following::
(A) Any &sts or fine imposed by the sentencing court.
(B) Any restifytion included as part of the sentence of the inmate by
the court.
(C) Any sum as is ne@ed for the support of the dependents of the
inmate, in which case the CommisSégner shall notify the Commissioner
Commissioners of Economic Empowefgent and for Children and Families of

the support payments.

Sec. 40. 30 V.S.A. § 218 is amended to read:
§ 218. JURISDICTION OVER CHARGES AND RAT§S
* % %
(c)(1) The Public Utility Commission shall take any action §gcessary to
enable the State of Vermont and telecommunications companies offgring
service in Vermont to participate in the federal Lifeline program admin¥gered

by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) or its agent and also tI
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(4) Notwithstanding any provisions of this subsection to the contrary, a
subscri§er who is enrolled in the Lifeline program and has obtained a final
relief from%buse order in accordance with the provisions of 15 V.S.A. chapter
21 or 33 V.S.A%¢hapter 69 shall qualify for a Lifeline benefit credit for the
amount of the incr&gental charges imposed by the local telecommunications
company for treating tfg number of the subscriber as nonpublished and any
charges required to changegom a published to a nonpublished number. As
used in this section, “nonpublis§ed” means that the customer’s telephone
number is not listed in any publish® directories, is not listed on directory
assistance records of the company, and%g not made available on request by a
member of the general public, notwithstan(§ng any claim of emergency a
requesting party may present. The Departmenter-Children-andFamiltes of

Economic Empowerment shall develop an applicatgn form and certification

process for obtaining this Lifeline benefit credit.
* % %
Sec. 41. 32 V.S.A. § 308b is amended to read:
§ 308b. HUMAN SERVICES CASELOAD RESERVE
(a) There is created within the General Fund a the Human Services
Caseload Reserve. Expenditures from the Reserve shall be subject to an

AdpPppropliativ UY C UCLICL A » C U1y Ul applovdl UY C CLEC y DUdlU.
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cas§load-related needs primarily in the Departments for Children and Families,

of EcoMpmic Empowerment, of Health, of Mental Health, of Disabilities,

Aging, and§ndependent Living, of Vermont Health Access, and settlement

costs associate@with managing the Global Commitment waiver.

% ok %

Sec. 42. 32 V.S.A. § 1803 is amended to read:

§ 1003. STATE OFFICER%

(b) The Governor may appoint $ach officer of the Executive Branch listed
in this subsection at a starting salary raMging from the base salary stated for
that position to a salary that does not excec$§the maximum salary unless
otherwise authorized by this subsection. The n¥gximum salary for each
appointive officer shall be 50 percent above the basg salary. Annually, the
Governor may grant to each of those officers an annualfgalary adjustment
subject to the maximum salary. The annual salary adjustm®gt granted to
officers under this subsection shall not exceed the average rate % adjustment
available to classified employees under the collective bargaining ad§¢ement
then in effect. In addition to the annual salary adjustment specified in s

subsection, the Governor may grant a special salary increase subject to the
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prededing year are deemed especially significant. Special salary increases or
bonuseSygranted to any individual shall not exceed the average rate of
adjustment #yailable to classified employees under the collective bargaining
agreement then ¥ effect.
(1) Heads of We following Departments and Agencies:
Base Salary Base Salary
as of as of

January 5, 2020 July 4, 2021

(A)  Administration $121,634 $126,378
(B)  Agriculture, Food and Markets 121,634 126,378
(C)  Financial Regulation 113,710 118,145
(D)  Buildings and General Services 1',710 118,145
(E) Children and Families 113,7% 118,145

(F)  Commerce and Com-

munity Development 121,634 126,378
(G)  Corrections 113,710 h18,145
(H)  Defender General 113,710 118845
D Disabilities, Aging, and 113,710 118,14



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE

2023

(K
L)

M)
N)
O)
(P)

Q)

(R)
(S
(T)
L)
V)
(W)
X)
(Y)
(Z)
(AA)

(BB)

Education
nvironmental Conservation
Fin#gce and Management
Fish an&Wildlife
Forests, Par%s and Recreation
Health
Housing and Comn¥gnity
Development
Human Resources
Human Services
Digital Services
Labor
Libraries
Liquor and Lottery
[Repealed.]
Mental Health
Military
Motor Vehicles
Natural Resources

NdlUl d COUU CY> DUdIU dl

121,634
113,710
113,710
103,149
103,149
113,710

103,149

113,710
121,634
121,634

13,710
1033149

103,14

113,710
113,710
103,149

121,634

S.56
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126,378
118,145
118,145
107,172
107,172
118,145

107,172

118,145
126,378
126,378
118,145
107,172

107,172

118,145
N8, 145
107,%J2

126,378
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(EMy Public Service 113,710 118,145
(FF) Waxes 113,710 118,145
(GG) Towsm and Marketing 103,149 107,172
(HH) Transp&gation 121,634 126,378
(I)  Vermont H&lth Access 113,710 118,145
(JJ)  Veterans’ Homd 113,710 118,145
(KK) Economic Empowe¥nent 113,710 118.145
* % %

Sec. 43. 32 V.S.A. § 3102 is amen%ed to read:
§ 3102. CONFIDENTIALITY OF TA% RECORDS
% %k %
(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of this s8tion, information obtained
from the Commissioner for Children and Families §der 33 V.S.A. § 112(c),

from the Commissioner of Economic Empowerment ufider 33 V.S.A. § 212(¢),

from the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation under 1O§V.S.A. § 2843, or
from the Dental Health Program under 33 V.S.A. § 4507 shall Bg confidential,
and it shall be unlawful for anyone to divulge such information exC{pt in

accordance with a judicial order or as provided under another provisior§of law.

% ok %
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used in this chapter:

(2) “Webtor” means any individual owing a debt to a claimant agency or
owing any suppgt debt that may be collected by the Pepartment Departments

for Children and FaMlies and of Economic Empowerment.

% ok %

Sec. 45. 33 V.S.A. chapter Bgs amended to read:
CHAPTER 1. DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Subchapter 1. Policy, Orgnization, Powers, and Duties
§ 101. POLICY
It is the policy of the State of Vermont tha®
(1) Tts social and child welfare programs sIll provide assistance,

support, and benefits to persons of the State in proverfgeed thereof and

ehligiblefor such-assistance-and-benefits of and eligible foMgssistance, support,

and benefits under the provisions of this title.
(2) It is the purpose of its social and child welfare laws to eSgablish and
support programs that contribute to the prevention of dependency and $gcial

maladjustment and contribute to the rehabilitation and protection of person§of
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reg¥d for the welfare of children and youth and the preservation of family

life, an@without restriction of individual rights or discrimination on account of

gender, sex®gl orientation, gender identity, race, religion, political affiliation,

or place of residgnce within the State.

(4) Assistanc®and benefits shall be se administered as to maintain and
encourage dignity, self-f§gpect, and self-reliance. It is the legislative intent
that assistance granted shall % adequate to maintain a reasonable standard of

health and decency based on curfgnt cost of living indices. Netwithstanding

a men T mend-nm o h o a
d VvV Ll Cl ) cl av

d
d
@)
@)
(3
>

(5) The programs of the Department for Childrég and Families shall be
designed to strengthen family life for the care and protect®yn of children;
promote healthy child development and support a high-quality$ghild care

system throughout the State; to assist and encourage the use by anWfamily of

all available personal and reasonable community resources to this end;%nd to
provide substitute care of children only when the family, with the use of

AdAVdlldUIC COUU
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spifual, and moral development.

(® The child care system shall provide affordable, high-quality care in a

manner tha%fosters child brain development, nurtures socio-emotional skills

and supports y@ng families. The Department shall provide leadership and

expertise to early c@ucators and child care programs to ensure that children

receive age-appropriatdgare tailored to their unique needs.

% ok %

§ 104. FUNCTION AND POWERS OF DEPARTMENT

(a) The Department shall admitRgter all laws specifically assigned to it for
administration.

(b) In addition to other powers vested it by law, the Department may do

all of the following:

(1) Provide for the administeation he-folllgving progra
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ApOrary ance-to-NeedyEamilie ANE)-bloekgrant: [Repealed.]

Cooperate with the appropriate federal agencies in receiving, to the
extent availgble, federal funds in support of programs that the Department
administers.

(3) Submit pgns and reports, adopt rules, and in other respects comply
with the provisions of f¢ Social Security Act that pertain to programs
administered by the Deparfigent.

(4) Receive and disbursciunds that are assigned, donated, or
bequeathed to it for charitable purp§ses or for the benefit of recipients of
assistance, benefits, or social services. % his subdivision shall not be construed
to require the Department to accept funds Jgtrusts when the Commissioner,
with the approval of the Governor, considers it%g the best interests of the State
to refuse them.

(5) Receive in trust and expend, in accordance Wigh the provisions of the
trust, funds and property assigned, donated, devised, or bedigeathed to it for
charitable purposes or for the benefit of recipients of assistanccgbenefits, or
social services. Trust funds accepted by the Department shall be sd¥§gly
invested by the State Treasurer. Real property received in trust may, at%he

discretion of the Commissioner, be administered by the Department of
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tru$fs when the Commissioner, with the approval of the Governor, considers it
in the Dgst interests of the State to refuse them.

(6) Md and assist in charitable work as in the judgment of the
Commissioner %ill best promote the general welfare of the State.

(7) Visit all Mstitutions, homes, places, and establishments soliciting
public support and locgd in the State that are devoted to or used for the care
of needy-persens children.

(8) Visit all institutions, Rpmes, places, and establishments providing
room, board, or care to persens chifren receiving social services or benefits
from the Department.

(9) Supervise and control children ulger its care and custody and
provide for their care, maintenance, and educafign.

(c) The Department for Children and Families, % cooperation with the
Department of Corrections, shall have the responsibilitfgto administer a
comprehensive program for youthful offenders and childregwho commit
delinquent acts, including utilization of probation services; of d§gange of
community-based and other treatment, training, and rehabilitation Pgograms;
and of secure detention and treatment programs when necessary in the Wgterests

of public safety, designed with the objective of preparing those children to %yve
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POWERS
(a) §he Commissioner may exercise the powers and perform duties
required foleffective administration of the Department; and he-er-she shall
determine the pglicies of the Department.
(b) In addition # other duties imposed by law, the Commissioner shall:

(1) administer tifglaws assigned to the Department;

(2) fix standards and¥gdopt rules necessary to administer those laws and
for the custody and preservatiofof records of the Department;

(3) appoint all necessary assigants, prescribe their duties, and adopt
rules necessary to ensure that the assistqgts shall hold merit system status while
in the employ of the Department, unless otBgrwise specifically provided by
law.

(¢) The Commissioner erthe-Gevernor,-whenes =

N Ade m a¥at = ¥a
PTO V1O ) Ly O0OpP cl

vork rehiet and work and training programs in Je State shall hold

at least a master’s level degree in child development, early chil%hood

education, or related field.

(d) The Commissioner, with the approval of the Attorney General, Bgay

enter into reciprocal agreements with social and child welfare agencies in O%ger
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anMadolescents with a severe emotional disturbance in coordination with the
Secretdyy of Education and the Commissioners of Mental Health and of
Disabilities§Aging, and Independent Living in accordance with the provisions
of chapter 43 o%this title.

(f) Notwithstan$§ing any other provision of law, the Commissioner may
delegate to any appropigte employee of the Department any of the
administrative duties and p&§gvers imposed on him-er-her the Commissioner by
law, with the exception of the dities and powers enumerated in this section.
The delegation of authority and resfonsibility shall not relieve the
Commissioner of accountability for thcWgroper administration of the
Department.

(g) The Commissioner may publicly discloSg findings or information about
any case of child abuse or neglect that has resulted % the fatality or near
fatality of a child, including information obtained undefchapter 49 of this title,
unless the State’s Attorney or Attorney General who is inv8tigating or
prosecuting any matter related to the fatality requests the Comigssioner to
withhold disclosure, in which case the Commissioner shall not disc¥gse any
information until completion of any criminal proceedings related to th¥atality

or until the State’s Attorney or Attorney General consents to disclosure,
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Subchapter 3. Provisions of General Applicability

§ 121. % ANCELLATION OF ASSISTANCE OR BENEFITS

If at any¢gime the Commissioner for Children and Families er-the

ommissioner §fvermontHealth-Aeeess has reason to believe that assistance

or benefits have belg improperly obtained, he-or-she the Commissioner shall
cause an investigation M be made and may suspend assistance or benefits
pending the investigation. %, on investigation, the Commissioner for Children
and Families er-the-Commissiofer-of Vermont Health-Aeeess is satisfied that
the assistance or benefits were illeg§ylly obtained, he-er-she the Commissioner
shall immediately cancel them. A pers§a having illegally obtained assistance
or benefits shall not be eligible for reinstatdgent until his-er-her the person’s
need has been reestablished.
§ 122. RECOVERY OF PAYMENTS

(a) The amount of assistance or benefits may be ch@gged or cancelled at
any time if the Commissioner for Children and Families erfe-Commissione
of-VermeontHealth-Aeeess finds that the recipient’s circumstan®s have
changed. Upon granting assistance or benefits, the Department for%hildren

and Families erthe Department-of Vermont-Health-Aeeess shall infornghe

recipient that changes in his-er-her the recipient’s circumstances must be
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recigient possessed income or property in excess of that reported to the
DepartMgent for Children and Families er-the Department-of Vermeont Health
Aeeess, up ¥ double the total amount of assistance in excess of that to which
the recipient wig lawfully entitled may be recovered by the Commissioner for
Children and FamiNgs er-the-Commissioner-of Vermont Health-Aeeess as a
preferred claim from tifgestate of the recipient. The Commissioner for
Children and Families or-tig-Commissioner-of Vermont Health-Aeeess shall
calculate the amount of the recery by applying the legal interest rate to the
amount of excess recovery paid, ex§ept that the recovery shall be capped at
double the excess assistance paid.

(c) When the Commissioner for Childrdg and Families er-the
Commissioner-of VermeontHealth-Aeeess findsWhat a recipient of benefits
received assistance in excess of that to which the rd§ipient was lawfully
entitled, because the recipient possessed income or profgrty in excess of
Department standards, the Commissioner for Children and %amilies er-the
Commisstoner-of-Verment-Health-Aeeess may take actions to rgover the
overpayment.

(d) In the event of recovery, an amount may be retained by the

Commissioner for Children and Families or-the-Commisstonerof- Vermont
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is uitably entitled shall be paid promptly to the appropriate federal agency.

§123. -v".‘!“e! EGA REPRESEM A VA"
RPaoeo g O O O S
0 d ypointed-b Prob Di On-o serior-Co
presentative-otthe-person-appo d Prob D on-o Herio
Ceourt: [Repealed.]
% % %

Subchapter 5. Prohibited Practicc¥ Penalties
§ 141. FRAUD
(a) A person who knowingly fails, by false statement, mi§srepresentation,
impersonation, or other fraudulent means, to disclose a materiaffact used to
determine whether that person is qualified to receive aid or benefitSgnder a
State or federally funded assistance program; or who knowingly fails t@

disclose a change in circumstances in order to obtain or continue to receiveWgid
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abg another person in the commission of any such act shall be punished as

providdy in section 143 of this title.
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this-title: [Wepealed.

(d) A persowho knowingly files, attempts to file, or aids and abets in the
filing of a claim folgervices to a recipient of benefits under a State or federally
funded assistance progigm for services that were not rendered; or who
knowingly files a false claig or a claim for unauthorized items or services
under such a program; or who Bgowingly bills the recipient of benefits under
such a program or his-er-her the pe¥gon’s family for an amount in excess of
that provided for by law or regulation; § who knowingly fails to credit the
State or its agent for payments received frofg Social Security, insurance, or
other sources; or who in any way knowingly rc¥eives, attempts to receive, or
aids and abets in the receipt of unauthorized paymcWt as provided herein shall
be punished as provided in section 143 of this title.

(e) A person providing service for which compensation%s paid under a
State or federally funded assistance program who requests, and¥gceives, either
actually or constructively, any payment or contribution through a p§ment,
assessment, gift, devise, bequest, or other means, whether directly or

indirectly, from either a recipient of assistance from the assistance prograni¥gr
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profgded by him-er-her the Commissioner, of the amount of the payment or
contrib®ion and of such other information as specified by the Commissioner
for Childrefqand Families or-the-Commisstioner-of-Vermont-Health-Aeeess
within 10 days 3er the receipt of the payment or contribution or, if the
payment or contribufgon is to become effective at some time in the future,
within 10 days ef followkgg the consummation of the agreement to make the
payment or contribution. Fafgre to notify the Commissioner for Children and
Families or-the-Commissioner-ofWermont Health-Aeeess within the time
prescribed is punishable as provided % section 143 of this title.

(f) Repayment of assistance or servic® wrongfully obtained shall not
constitute a defense to or ground for dismissaof criminal charges brought
under this section.

§ 142. BRINGING NEED¥ PERSON IN NEED IN'&) THE STATE

(a) Any person who knowingly brings or causes to be §gought a needy
person in need from out of the state into this State for the purp§se of securing
assistance for the needy person in need or making him-erher the p¥§gson in
need a public charge; shall be obligated to support the reedy person inWeed at

his-er-her the person’s own expense for as long as the needy person in needor
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support of the needy person in need and his-er-her the person’s dependents. In
the actil§g, the court may make an order, which shall be subject to change by
the court frg time to time as the circumstances require, directing the
defendant to paWa certain sum periodically to the Department for the benefit
of the needy personWg need and his-er-her the person’s dependents residing in
the State. The court mapunish for violation of the order as for contempt.
§ 143. GENERAL PENALN

(a) A person who knowingly%golates a provision of this title for which no
penalty is specifically provided shall?

(1) if the assistance or benefits obt§ned pursuant to a single fraudulent
scheme or a course of conduct are in violatioMf subsection 141(a) er{b} of
this title involving $1,000.00 or less, be fined not%gore than the amount of
assistance or benefits wrongfully obtained or be imprfgned not more than one
year, or both;

(2) if the assistance or benefits obtained pursuant to a stgle fraudulent
scheme or course of conduct are in violation of subsection (a) er(8 of section
141 of this title and involve more than $1,000.00, be fined not more th% an

amount equal to the assistance or benefits wrongfully obtained or be
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4Wof this title, be fined up to $1,000.00 or up to an amount equal to twice the
amoun®f assistance, benefits, or payments wrongfully obtained; or be
imprisoned¥or not more than 10 years, or both.

(b) If the p&son convicted is receiving assistance, benefits, or payments,
the Commissioner #gr Children and Families or the Commissioner of Vermont
Health Access may rec8p the amount of assistance or benefits wrongfully
obtained by reducing the as§istance, benefits, or payments periodically paid to
the recipient, as limited by fed&al law, until the amount is fully recovered.

(¢) Ifa provider of services is convicted of a violation of subsection 141(¢

d
(@)
“
(@)
(@)
(@)
(@)
-

reasenably-be-obtained-threughanether provider: [Repealed.]

§ 143a. CIVIL REMEDIES

(a) A person who violates subsection 141¢e); (d); or (e) of this title witl
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wrOggfully obtained;
(3 interest; and
(3) a%vil penalty of up to three times the amount of the wrongfully
obtained assistalge, benefits, or payments; or $500.00 per false claim; or
$500.00 for each fal4 document submitted in support of a false claim,
whichever is greatest.
(b) The remedies provid®y in this section shall be in addition to any other
remedies provided by law.
(c) The right to a jury trial shall 8ach to actions under this section.
§ 143b. EDUCATION AND INFORMA JTOM

2 N Y ATA
B Yy—January VAV
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(@)
0

(@)
0

(@)
(@)
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a
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(@]
e

(b) Section 143%f this title shall not preclude prosecution under any other
title or sections of this #¢le when the alleged violation is under subsection

141¢e)-or (d) of this title.

Sec. 46. 33 V.S.A. chapter 2 is addgd to read:

CHAPTER 2. DEPARTMENT ORECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

Subchapter 1. Policy, Organiza%on, Powers, and Duties

§ 201. POLICY

It is the policy of the State of Vermont that:

(1) Its social and child welfare programs shall pfvide assistance and

benefits to persons of the State in proven need thereof and ®igible for such

assistance and benefits under the provisions of this title.

(2) It is the purpose of its social and child welfare laws to esWgblish and

support programs that contribute to the prevention of dependency and Sycial

maladjustment and contribute to the rehabilitation and protection of person%of
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Accaictanoo and bhono o clho Ihao o diamactoroad e L,

reg¥d for the preservation of family life, and without restriction of individual

rights o%discrimination on account of gender, race, age, religion, ethnicity,

sexual orierMation, gender identity, political affiliation, disability status

primary langua®g, or place of residence within the State.

4) Assistanc®and benefits shall be so administered as to maintain and

encourage dignity, self-fpect, and self-reliance. It is the legislative intent

that assistance granted shall % adequate to maintain a reasonable standard of

health and decency based on curfgnt cost of living indices. Notwithstanding

this subdivision, the Department shaMgamend rules that establish new

maximum Reach Up grant amounts only %hen the General Assembly has

taken affirmative action to increase or decrea% the Reach Up financial

assistance appropriation.

(5) The programs of the Department of Econoric Empowerment shall

be designed to strengthen family life for the care and prot8gtion of children
and to assist and encourage the use by any family of all availalle personal and

reasonable community resources to this end.

§ 202. DEFINITIONS AND CONSTRUCTION

(a) As used in this chapter:
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assMtance or public assistance, or both.

"% “‘Benefits” means aid or commodities furnished under chapter 17 of

this title.

(4) “CommMaissioner” means the Commissioner of Economic

Empowerment.

(5) “Department” eans the Department of Economic Empowerment.

(6) “Federal departmen® or “federal agency” means a department or

agency of the United States of AmWica.

(7)_“Guardian” means a legal gufgdian appointed by a Probate Division

of the Superior Court or by a court in a div@ce or other proceeding or action.

(8) ““Public assistance” means aid providéd by the Department under

Title IV, XVI. or XIX of the Social Security Act.

(9) “Regulation” means a rule or regulation.

(10) “Social Security Act” means the federal Social Se@urity Act and

regulations promulgated under the Act, as amended at any time.

(b) The laws relating to the Department of Economic Empowermes and

its programs shall be construed liberally to carry out the policies stated in Mis
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Bc Department of Economic Empowerment, created pursuant to 3 V.S.A.

§§ 212 ®ad 3098, shall consist of the Commissioner of Economic

Empowermd®gt and all divisions, councils, boards, committees, and offices

within the Deparnent.

§ 204. FUNCTION AND POWERS OF DEPARTMENT

(a) The Department sfgll administer all laws specifically assigned to it for

administration.

(b) In addition to other powers%ested in it by law, the Department may do

all of the following:

1) Provide for the administration of'e following programs and

Services:

(A) aid to the aged, blind, and disabled;

B) Reach Up financial assistance and support Sgrvices:;

(C) federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Prog%gm benefits;

(D) General Assistance;

(E) medical assistance; and

(F) public assistance programs funded with State general funds oWghe
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ext¥8t available, federal funds in support of programs that the Department

adminiNers.

(3) SWbmit plans and reports, adopt rules, and in other respects comply

with the provisi@ins of the Social Security Act that pertain to programs

administered by theWQepartment.

(4) Receive and d&burse funds that are assigned. donated, or

bequeathed to it for charitabM purposes or for the benefit of recipients of

assistance, benefits, or social serWices. This subdivision shall not be construed

to require the Department to accept f%ads or trusts when the Commissioner.

with the approval of the Governor, consi®rs it in the best interests of the State

to refuse them.

(5) Receive in trust and expend, in accordace with the provisions of the

trust, funds, and property assigned, donated, devised, & bequeathed to it for

charitable purposes or for the benefit of recipients of assisWgnce, benefits, or

social services. Trust funds accepted by the Department shall We safely

invested by the State Treasurer. Real property received in trust ma at the

discretion of the Commissioner, be administered by the Department o

Buildings and General Services of the Agency of Administration. This

UUULYV U d Ul UC U LUICU LU CU U C C 1LJCDd C U d C ULIU U
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in ¥ best interests of the State to refuse them.

% Aid and assist in charitable work as in the judgment of the

Commissiory will best promote the general welfare of the State.

(7) Visit akinstitutions, homes, places, and establishments soliciting

public support and lo%gted in the State that are devoted to or used for the care

of persons in need.

(8) Visit all institutions®omes. places. and establishments providing

room, board, or care to persons reiving social services or benefits from the

Department.

§ 205. COMMISSIONER; APPOINTMENY, TERM, DUTIES, AND

POWERS

a) The Commissioner may exercise the powers #gd perform duties

required for effective administration of the Department a%d shall determine the

policies of the Department.

b) In addition to other duties imposed by law, the Commissiofer shall:

(1) administer the laws assigned to the Department;

2) fix standards and adopt rules necessary to administer those laws %ad
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rul® necessary to ensure that the assistants shall hold merit system status while

in the Sploy of the Department unless otherwise specifically provided by law.

¢) The%ommissioner or the Governor, whenever the federal law so

provides, may @operate with the federal government in providing relief and

work relief and cofygnunity work and training programs in the State.

(d) Notwithstandin®any other provision of law, the Commissioner ma

delegate to any appropriate®mployee of the Department any of the

administrative duties and powels imposed on the Commissioner by law, with

the exception of the duties and powkrs enumerated in this section. The

delegation of authority and responsibi shall not relieve the Commissioner

of accountability for the proper administraf¥n of the Department.

Subchapter 2. General Admistrative Provisions

§ 211. RECORDS; RESTRICTIONS; PENALTIEX

a) The names of or information pertaining to applignts for or recipients

of assistance or benefits, including information obtained urler section 212 of

this title, shall not be disclosed to anyone, except for the purpo%gs directly

connected with the administration of the Department or when requiMed by law.

(b)_A person shall not publish, use, disclose, or divulge any of thos3

records for purposes not directly connected with the administration of

PIOgIdllls O U Pl UTICHT O COLU ALy tU TUICS ddUpied Dy tHC CO OTIC
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%) An officer of a financial institution, as described in 8 V.S.A.

§ 1110%32): a credit union; or an independent trust company in this State,

when requdkted by the Commissioner, shall furnish the Commissioner

information in %e possession of the bank or company with reference to any

person or the perso®’s spouse who is applying for or is receiving assistance or

benefits from the Depa¥ment.

(b) Any governmental &ficial or agency in the State, when requested by

the Commissioner, shall furnisMgo the Commissioner information in the

official’s or agency’s possession wih reference to aid given or money paid or

to be paid to any person or person’s sp8se who is applying for or is receiving

assistance or benefits from the Department”

¢) The Commissioner of Taxes, when requlisted by the Commissioner of

Economic Empowerment, and unless otherwise proibited by federal law, shall

compare the information furnished by an applicant or r8ipient of assistance

with the State income tax returns filed by such person and $kall report the

Commissioner of Taxes’ findings to the Commissioner of Eco ic

Empowerment. Each application for assistance shall contain a forrof

consent, executed by the applicant, granting permission to the Commis$oner
of Taxes to disclose such information to the Commissioner for Economic

PDOWC
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INSUFFICIENT

Should the funds available for assistance be insufficient to provide

assistance to%ll those eligible, the amounts of assistance granted in any

program or porti&g thereof shall be reduced equitably, in the discretion of the

Commissioner of Ecomic Empowerment or the Commissioner of Vermont

Health Access by rule.

Subchapter 3. Mgovisions of General Applicability

§ 221. CANCELLATION OF ASSISTANCE OR BENEFITS

If at any time the Commissioner of Mgonomic Empowerment or the

Commissioner of Vermont Health Access h#g reason to believe that assistance

or benefits have been improperly obtained, the 8@mmissioner shall cause an

investigation to be made and may suspend assistancr benefits pending the

investigation. If on investigation the Commissioner of F§onomic

Empowerment or the Commissioner of Vermont Health Acce¥g is satisfied that

the assistance or benefits were illegally obtained, the CommissiorMy shall
immediately cancel them. A person having illegally obtained assistan® or

benefits shall not be eligible for reinstatement until the person’s need has Pgen
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W) The amount of assistance or benefits may be changed or cancelled at

any tin#g if the Commissioner of Economic Empowerment or the

Commissiofer of Vermont Health Access finds that the recipient’s

circumstances Mave changed. Upon granting assistance or benefits, the

Department of Ecofomic Empowerment or the Department of Vermont Health

Access shall inform th&ecipient that changes in the recipient’s circumstances

must be promptly reported¥ the Department.

(b) _When on the death of afjerson receiving assistance it is found that the

recipient possessed income or prop®ty in excess of that reported to the

Department of Economic Empowermef or the Department of Vermont Health

Access., up to double the total amount of asstance in excess of that to which

the recipient was lawfully entitled may be recoMered by the Commissioner of

Economic Empowerment or the Commissioner of Wermont Health Access as a

preferred claim from the estate of the recipient. The C@gnmissioner of

Economic Empowerment or the Commissioner of Vermont®lealth Access shall

calculate the amount of the recovery by applying the legal inteMgst rate to the

amount of excess recovery paid, except that the recovery shall be c¥gped at

double the excess assistance paid.

(c) When the Commissioner of Economic Empowerment or the
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entiled because the recipient possessed income or property in excess of

DepartMgent standards, the Commissioner of Economic Empowerment or the

Commissiofer of Vermont Health Access may take actions to recover the

overpayment.

(d) In the event®f recovery, an amount may be retained by the

Commissioner of Econmic Empowerment or the Commissioner of Vermont

Health Access in a special Band for use in offsetting program expenses, and an

amount equivalent to the pro ra¥@ share to which the United States of America

1s equitably entitled shall be paid pMmptly to the appropriate federal agency.

§ 224. INALIENABILITY OF ASSISSANCE PAYMENTS

All rights to and all monies or orders graated to persons as assistance shall

be inalienable by assignment, transfer, attachm®t, trustee process, execution,

or otherwise. In case of bankruptcy, the assistance%hall not pass to or through

a trustee or other person acting on behalf of creditors.

Subchapter 4. Prohibited Practices; Pen&kties

§ 241. FRAUD

a) A person who knowingly fails, by false statement, misrepreSgntation

impersonation, or other fraudulent means. to disclose a material fact us&d to

determine whether that person is qualified to receive aid or benefits under a
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or Benefits to which the person is not entitled or in an amount larger than that

to whidk the person is entitled:; or who knowingly aids and abets another

person in tlg commission of any such act shall be punished as provided in

section 143 of Wis title.

(b) A person whg knowingly uses, transfers, acquires, traffics, alters

forges, or possesses; or%ho knowingly attempts to use, transfer, acquire

traffic, alter, forge, or poss@s: or who knowingly aids and abets another

person in the use, transfer, acqisition, traffic, alteration, forgery, or possession

of a Supplemental Nutrition Assist#gce Program benefit card. authorization for

the purchase of Supplemental NutritiotAssistance Program benefits,

certificate of eligibility for medical service$ or State health care program

identification card in a manner not authorized Mg law shall be punished as

provided in section 143 of this title.

¢) A person who administers a State or federally f'gded assistance

program who fraudulently misappropriates, attempts to miS&ppropriate, or aids

and abets in the misappropriation of a Supplemental Nutrition Mssistance

Program benefit, authorization for Supplemental Nutrition Assistarlge Program

benefits, a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefit identifi®tion

card. certificate of eligibility for prescribed medicine, State health care
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per#on has gained possession by virtue of the person’s position; or who

knowirgly misappropriates, attempts to misappropriate, or aids or abets in the

misappropMgation of funds given in exchange for Supplemental Nutrition

Assistance Pro®gam benefits shall be punished as provided in section 143 of

this title.

(d) A person who Kowingly files, attempts to file, or aids and abets in the

filing of a claim for servicdto a recipient of benefits under a State or federally

funded assistance program for $grvices that were not rendered: or who

knowingly files a false claim or a c%im for unauthorized items or services

under such a program; or who knowind bills the recipient of benefits under

such a program or the recipient’s family folan amount in excess of that

provided for by law or regulation; or who knowWingly fails to credit the State or

its agent for payments received from Social Securi® insurance, or other

sources; or who in any way knowingly receives, attem¥s to receive, or aids

and abets in the receipt of unauthorized payment as provid® herein shall be

punished as provided in section 143 of this title.

(e) A person providing service for which compensation is paid Wader a

State or federally funded assistance program who requests, and receive% either

actually or constructively, any payment or contribution through a payment,
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froM the family of the recipient shall notify the Commissioner of Economic

Empowlrment or the Commissioner of Vermont Health Access, on a form

provided bithe Commissioner, of the amount of the payment or contribution

and of such oth& information as specified by the Commissioner of Economic

Empowerment or th&Commissioner of Vermont Health Access within 10 days

after the receipt of the p#yment or contribution or, if the payment or

contribution is to become effgctive at some time in the future, within 10 days

after the consummation of the agggement to make the payment or contribution.

Failure to notify the Commissioner o%Economic Empowerment or the

Commissioner of Vermont Health AccesSWwvithin the time prescribed is

punishable as provided in section 143 of this Htle.

(f) Repayment of assistance or services wrongully obtained shall not

constitute a defense to or ground for dismissal of crinfpal charges brought

under this section.

§ 242. BRINGING PERSON IN NEED INTO THE STATE

a) Any person who knowingly brings or causes to be brought #person in

need from out of the state into this State for the purpose of securing as$stance

for the person in need or making the person in need a public charge shall b¥

VU111 dlCU U UpPpPU C PJC U CCU d C PJC U UW CADC C 11Ul d ULl




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.56
2023 Page 78 of 191

Statg.

(b) e Commissioner may bring a civil action on this statute to enforce

support of the person in need and the person’s dependents. In the action, the

court may makc¥gn order, which shall be subject to change by the court from

time to time as the umstances require, directing the defendant to pay a

certain sum periodically%o the Department for the benefit of the person in

need and the person’s depen®ents residing in the State. The court may punish

for violation of the order as for tempt.

§ 243. GENERAL PENALTY

a) A person who knowingly violatesprovision of this title for which no

penalty is specifically provided shall:

(1) if the assistance or benefits obtained pulguant to a single fraudulent

scheme or a course of conduct are in violation of subsWction 241(a) or (b) of

this title involving $1.000.00 or less, be fined not more th# the amount of

assistance or benefits wrongfully obtained or be imprisoned n®g more than one

year, or both;

2) if the assistance or benefits obtained pursuant to a single fradgulent

scheme or course of conduct are in violation of subsection 241(a) or (b) of%his
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thaWthree years, or both; or

(W _if the violation is under subsection 241(c), (d), or (e) of this title, be

fined up to%1.000.00 or up to an amount equal to twice the amount of

assistance, ben®its, or payments wrongfully obtained or be imprisoned for not

more than 10 years%or both.

(b) If the person coMyicted is receiving assistance, benefits, or payments,

the Commissioner of Econ®nic Empowerment or the Commissioner of

Vermont Health Access may re@up the amount of assistance or benefits

wrongfully obtained by reducing ti# assistance, benefits, or payments

periodically paid to the recipient, as limfited by federal law, until the amount is

fully recovered.

(¢) If a provider of services is convicted of %violation of subsection 241(d)

or (e) of this title, the Commissioner of Vermont H8lth Access shall, within

90 days following the conviction, suspend the provider%rom further

participation in the medical assistance program administerdy under Title XIX

of the Social Security Act for a period of four vears. The susp®asion required

by this subsection may be waived by the Secretary of Human Servi¥es onl

upon a finding that the recipients served by the convicted provider woulig

suffer substantial hardship through a denial of medical services that could Mt

CddUIIdULY UC UULd CU UU dllVU C DIOUVIUCL.
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W) A person who violates subsection 241(c), (d), or (e) of this title with

actual Rgowledge may be subject to a civil suit by the Attorney General for:

(1) r&titution of the amount of assistance, benefits, or payments

wrongfully obta¥ged:

2) interest; alg

(3) a civil penalty®f up to three times the amount of the wrongfully

obtained assistance, benefits®or payments; $500.00 per false claim; or $500.00

for each false document submitt®y in support of a false claim, whichever is

greatest.

(b) The remedies provided in this secton shall be in addition to any other

remedies provided by law.

(¢) The right to a jury trial shall attach to actiOgs under this section.

§ 243b. EDUCATION AND INFORMATION

The Department of Vermont Health Access shall issue Mgles establishing a

procedure for health care providers enrolled in State and federly funded

medical assistance programs to obtain advisory opinions regardind¥goverage

and reimbursement under those programs. Each advisory opinion issu®d b

the Department of Vermont Health Access shall be binding on that Departient
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stat@ites and rules specifically noted in the opinion.

§ 244. §TATUTORY CONSTRUCTION

(a) Secti®a 243 of this title shall not preclude prosecution under 13 V.S.A.

§ 1801, 1802, orR002 when the alleged violation involves forging an

economic assistance 8kheck or where duplicate economic assistance checks

have been wrongfully neMtiated during any one welfare period.

(b) Section 243 of this titl&shall not preclude prosecution under any other

title or sections of this title when tBg alleged violation is under subsection

241(c) or (d) of this title.

Sec. 47. 33 V.S.A. § 1001 is amended to rogd:
§ 1001. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(8) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner fe

or-his-or-her of Economic Empowerment or designee.

(@)
Q
)

(9) “Department” means the Department for-Children-a

Economic Empowerment.
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§ O1. DEFINITIONS

As Mged in this chapter:

(8) “Corgnissioner” means the Commissioner fer-Children-andFamilies

or-his-or-her of EcOgomic Empowerment or designee.

(9) “Department§ymeans the Department fer-Children-andFamiltes of

Economic Empowerment.

Sec. 49. 33 V.S.A. § 1107 is amen¥ed to read:
§ 1107. CASE MANAGEMENT; FAMJLY DEVELOPMENT PLANS;
COORDINATED SERVICES
%k % %

(d) The Secretary of Education, with the assistaf¢ce and support of the

Commissioner for-Children-and-Families of Economic powerment, the

Commissioner of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Livigg, and the
Commissioner of Labor, shall develop and implement compara§le and
reciprocally recognized literacy assessment protocols that will be u$gd for all
clients seeking adult education and literacy services; related services of%he

Agency of Education; or the services of the Department of Disabilities, Aggg,

-,
o
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beifg sought for the purpose of developing or strengthening competencies or
skills ref4ged to the clients’ current or future employment. Such protocols
shall, to the S§ent practicable, utilize the same terminology and apply
comparable criterf§ consistent with individual program purposes and
authorization, in deterMyning when testing, other standardized measurement
tools, or referrals to relevaigprofessionals for evaluation or diagnosis are

appropriate.

Sec. 50. 33 V.S.A. § 1201 is amended to%gad:
§ 1201. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(4) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner fe

or-his-or-her of Economic Empowerment or designee.

D
|O
aur)

(5) “Department” means the Department for-Children-a

Economic Empowerment.
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§ I{Y1. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS—; GENERAL
To Dy eligible for State aid to the aged, blind, or disabled, in addition to the
requiremerfg in sections 1301-1303 of this chapter governing eligibility for a
specific progralg, an individual shall:
* % %

(4) Not have sutfycient income or other resources to provide a
reasonable subsistence confgatible with decency and health, and not be
receiving or able to secure suppRrt from persons legally responsible for the
individual’s support. In determinifg whether the income of an applicant for or
a recipient of aid is sufficient, the DepMg¢ment for-Children-andFamilies of

Economic Empowerment may disregard, in the limits of available funds,

income used to further the purposes of rehabilifgtion and self-support.
Sec. 52. 33 V.S.A. § 1306 is amended to read:
§ 1306. APPLICATION AND INVESTIGATION

Applications for State aid to the aged, blind, or disabled$pay be made at
any office of the Department for-Children-andFamilies of Ecofpmic
Empowerment. Upon receipt of an application, the Commissioner %9

Children-and-Families of Economic Empowerment shall investigate an®

prescribe the amount of the grant to be given, if any. No individual shall



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.56
2023 Page 85 of 191

§ ™%07. AMOUNT OF STATE AID

TheWymount of State aid to which an eligible individual is entitled shall be
determinedWvith due regard to the income, resources, and maintenance
available to thdndividual and, when an eligible individual lives with the
individual’s ineligi§e spouse or a-needy an essential person in need, or both,
as defined by the ComMissioner, with due regard to the needs of the ineligible
spouse and with due regard¥o the needs, income, and resources of the needy
essential person in need. To th@§extent funds are available, aid shall provide a
reasonable subsistence compatible %ith decency and health. The

Commissioner for-Children-and Famili8g of Economic Empowerment may by

rule fix maximum amounts of aid and takeWgeasures to ensure that the
expenditures for the programs shall not exceedae funds provided for them.
Sec. 54. 33 V.S.A. § 1308 is amended to read:
§ 1308. RULES

In fixing standards and adopting rules under this chaptefthe Commissioner

for-Children-and Familtes of Economic Empowerment shall beYguided by the

statutory standards set forth in this chapter, which standards shall n&§ be
deemed necessarily to incorporate by reference decisional or statutory

applicable to the aid to the aged, blind, and disabled program in effect priofo
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§ §01. SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

% ok %

(d) As ®ged in this chapter, “Commissioner” means the Commissioner for

hildren-and-F§nilies of Economic Empowerment and “Department” means

the Department for¥ghildren-and Families of Economic Empowerment.

Sec. 56. 33 V.S.A. § 1W)2 is amended to read:
§ 1702. PAYMENT ERROGR RATE REPORT

On or before January 1 of tig year following any federal fiscal year in
which the State of Vermont receivea federal sanction for a payment error rate
greater than the federal threshold in th&§§upplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), the Department for-Chilégen-and Families of Economic
Empowerment shall report to the Senate Comn¥ftee on Appropriations
regarding:

(1) the number of households that received SNAR benefits and were
discovered to have an overpayment or underpayment in thédganction year due
to agency error, including the average amount of the overpaym@ats and
underpayments and the total amount of each; and

(2) the Department’s specific plans for sanction reinvestment to

improve its error rate for the next federal fiscal year and prevent sanction 1



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.56
2023 Page 87 of 191

§ MO1b. PHARMACY PROGRAM ENROLLMENT
(a) §he Department of Vermont Health Access and the Department for

hildren-afig-Families of Economic Empowerment shall monitor actual

caseloads, reveWue, and expenditures; anticipated caseloads, revenue, and
expenditures; and #gual and anticipated savings from implementation of the
preferred drug list, suplemental rebates, and other cost containment activities
in each State pharmaceutic# assistance program, including VPharm. When
applicable, the Departments sh&8l allocate supplemental rebate savings to each
program proportionate to expenditiges in each program.

W %
Sec. 58. 33 V.S.A. § 2101 is amended to r&gd:
§ 2101. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner 6

of Economic Empowerment.

Sec. 59. 33 V.S.A. § 2103 is amended to read:
§ 2103. ELIGIBILITY

(a) Consistent with available appropriations, the Department for-Childr8g
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ind¥yidual unable to provide the necessities of life for the individual and for
those Wwigom the individual is legally obligated to support. Except for those in
catastrophi®§situations as defined in rules, no General Assistance shall be
provided in thc¥ollowing situations:

(1) to any in§ividual whose income from any source, including the

Department fer-Childrdg-andFamiltes of Economic Empowerment, during the

30 days immediately prece®ng the date on which assistance is sought is equal
to the General Assistance eligiBjlity standard; and
(2) to any able-bodied indivi¥ual without minor dependents included in

his-er-her the individual’s application.

% ok %

(e) Asused in this section, “able-bodied in(§yidual” does not include a
person subject to such conditions as are determined§by rule of the

Commissioner for-Children-and-Families of Economic powerment, to

constitute barriers to employment.
(f) [Repealed.]
Sec. 60. 33 V.S.A. § 2114 is amended to read:
§ 2114. RENTAL OR MORTGAGE ARREARAGE PROGRAM

(a) The Department for-Children-and-Families of Economic Empowern¥gnt
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be Wynited to the funds appropriated.

Sec. 61. 3%V.S.A. § 2115 is amended to read:
§ 2115. GENERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM REPORT
On or before Sefgember 1 of each year, the Commissioner for-Children-and

Famtilies of Economic §gnpowerment shall submit a written report to the Joint

Fiscal Committee; the Hou% Committees on Appropriations, on General; and
Housing;-and-Military-Affairs, §ud on Human Services; and the Senate
Committees on Appropriations and¥gn Health and Welfare. The report shall

contain the following:

Sec. 62. 33 V.S.A. § 2301 is amended to read:
§ 2301. BURIAL RESPONSIBILITY
% %k %
(d) Asused in this chapter:
(1) “Burial” means the final disposition of human remaif, including
interring or cremating a decedent and the ceremonies directly relatdy to that
cremation or interment at the gravesite.

(2) “Department” means the Department fer-Children-andFamilies 0
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creMgation, or other method.

Sec. 63%33 V.S.A. § 2607 is amended to read:

§ 2607. PAYMENTS TO FUEL SUPPLIERS
%k % %

(g)(1) The PubligUtility Commission shall require natural gas suppliers
subject to regulation unMgr 30 V.S.A. § 203 to provide a discount program to
customers with incomes ne Mgt greater than 200 percent of the federal poverty
level or who meet the Departme for-Children-and Families> of Economic

Empowerment’s means test of eligibMgty for LIHEAP crisis fuel assistance.

Eligibility for the discount shall be verifi8g by the Department for-Chidren

and-Eamiltes of Economic Empowerment.

% ok %

Sec. 64. 33 V.S.A. § 3901 is amended to read:
§ 3901. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:
(1) “Order of support” means any judgment or order for theSgupport of
dependent children issued by any court of the State of Vermont or anofer state

or an order under an administrative proceeding of another state, including %y
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act@ally resides, whether or not the parent is receiving public assistance
benefit§under chapter 11 of this title, or the Commissioner for Children and
Families if%he dependent child is under the care and control of that the

Department foMChildren and Families.

(3) “Departifgnt” means the Vermont Department for-Children-and

Eamilies of Economic Bgmpowerment.

% ok %

Sec. 65. 33 V.S.A. § 3902 is afgended to read:

§ 3902. ASSIGNMENT OF SUPPQRT RIGHTS BY PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
RECIPIENTS; PROCEEDINGS TO ESTABLISH SUPPORT
OBLIGATION

(a) As a condition of eligibility for public a%gistance, each applicant or
recipient shall assign to the Department any right t&support from a responsible
parent that has accrued at the time of the assignment ar§ that the applicant
may have in the applicant’s own behalf or on behalf of any%gther family
member for whom the applicant is applying or receiving assistigce.

(b) An assignment in effect under this section shall be subject t&the
provisions of section 4106 of this title.

(c) Whenever a support obligation is in effect against a responsible parcigt

U C UCILIC U d UCPCIIUC (U d U Ulld DAL pay C CU U CU



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.56
2023 Page 92 of 191

notMge to the responsible parent, without further order of the court. When an
assignnigt is in effect pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, any amounts
accrued und8 the support obligation as of the date of assignment, and any
amount accruingWyhile the assignment is in effect, shall be owing to and
payable to the Deparfigent for-Children-and Eamilies without further order of

the court.

(e) If a support order has been Wgtered and the legal custodian and obligee
relinquishes physical responsibility of 8¢ child to a caretaker without
modifying the physical rights and responsiBiities order, the Office of Child
Support may change the payee of support upon #ge caretaker’s receipt of
Reach Up family assistance from the Department fochildren-and Famik
The obligor’s obligation under the support order to pay cijld support and
medical support continues but shall be payable to the Office 8§ Child Support
upon the caretaker’s receipt of Reach Up family assistance and sh#l continue
se for as long as the assignment is in effect. The Office of Child Suppiyt shall

notify the obligor and obligee under the support order, by first-class mail a9
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§ 3%03. CHILD SUPPORT DEBT

(a) Wxcept as otherwise provided in this section, any payment of Reach Up
financial aS§stance made to or for the benefit of a dependent child creates a
debt due and oWgng to the Department fer-Children-andFamilies by any
responsible parent % an amount equal to the amount of Reach Up financial
assistance paid.

(b) Collection of child gpport debts shall be made as provided by this
section and section 3902 of thi$itle and by 15 V.S.A. chapter 11, subchapter
7. Regardless of the amount of Re#3gh Up financial assistance paid, the court
may limit the child support debt, takin@yinto consideration the criteria of
15 V.S.A. § 659. The Department for-Chif§gen-andFamilies and the
responsible parent may limit the child support &bt by stipulation, which shall
be enforceable on its terms unless it is modified.

Sec. 67. TRANSFER OF RULEMAKING AUTHORKY; TRANSFER OF
RULES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONO
EMPOWERMENT

(a) The statutory authority to adopt the following rules by the [Mgpartment

for Children and Families adopted under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 is transfeMed

from the Department for Children and Families to the Department of
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(2) OCS Administrative Review (CVR 13-161-002);

A Reach First Program (CVR 13-170-210):

(4) K¥ach Up (CVR 13-170-220);

(5) ReaclUp Services (CVR 13-170-230);

(6) Postsecontary Education (CVR 13-170-240);

(7) Reach Ahead ®'VR 13-170-250);

(8) General Assistanc@(CVR 130-170-260);

(9) Assistance to the Aged&Blind, or Disabled (CVR 130-170-270);

(10) Emergency Assistance (CWR 130-170-280);

(11) Fuel (CVR 130-170-290); an®

(12) Refugee Cash Assistance (CVR 1%9-170-300).

(b) All rules listed in subsection (a) of this se§on adopted by the

Department for Children and Families under 3 V.S.A Mghapter 25 prior to

July 1. 2024 shall be deemed the rules of the Department & Economic

Empowerment and remain in effect until amended or repealed¥gy the

Department of Economic Empowerment pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chaf¥er 25.

(¢) _The Department of Economic Empowerment shall provide noti8 of the

transfer to the Secretary of State and the Legislative Committee on

UTC dCCUTUAIICC W V.. 71, § OFOLU L.
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RULES TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES

(a) TheWtatutory authority to adopt the following rules by the Department

of Health adop®d under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 is transferred from the

Department of Hea%h to the Department for Children and Families:

(1) Newborn ScMening Program Regulations (CVR 13-140-057);

(2) Blood Lead Scrc®ing, Reporting and Response Rule (CVR 13-140-

070);

(3) Maternal Mortality Revi8 Panel Rule (CVR 13-140-057);

(4) Maternal Child Health: Subckapter 4 Home Visiting Rule (CVR 13-

140-074): and

(5) Birth Information Network (CVR 13%40-078).

(b) All rules listed in subsection (a) of this sectMn and adopted by the

Department of Health under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 prior 8 July 1, 2024 shall be

deemed the rules of the Department for Children and Famifes and remain in

effect until amended or repealed by the Department for Childrét and Families

pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25.

¢) The Department for Children and Families shall provide notice & the

transfer to the Secretary of State and the Legislative Committee on

AU dluyvi UIC d UL Ud C W V.O0.A. § OFOIUNZL).
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Se®69. 33 V.S.A. § 3512 is amended to read:
§ 3512%CHILD CARE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;
N GIBILITY
(a)(1) The &hild Care Financial Assistance Program is established to

subsidize, to the ex¥nt that funds permit, the costs of child care for families

that need child care serfjces in-erder-to-obtain-employmenttoretain

(2) The subsidy authorized by th¥g subsection shall be established by the
Commissioner, by rule, and shall bear a ref§pnable relationship to income and
family size. Families shall be found eligible us§gg an income eligibility scale
based on the current federal poverty level and adjuSed for the size of the
family. Co-payments shall be assigned to the whole fafjily and shall not
increase if more than one eligible child is enrolled in child $gre. Families with
an annual gross income of less than or equal to 450 185 percen®of the current
federal poverty guidelines shall not have a family co-payment. Farfjlies with
an annual gross income up to and including 350 425 percent of current¥ederal

poverty guidelines, adjusted for family size, shall be eligible for a subsidy
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yed the Division shall maintain the previous year’s federal poverty guidelines
for theurpose of determining eligibility and benefit amount under this
subsection:

(3) EarnWggs deposited in a qualified child education savings account,
such as the Vermor§Higher Education Investment Plan, established in
16 V.S.A. § 2877, or af¥g similar plan qualified under 26 U.S.C. § 529, shall be
disregarded in determining%he amount of a family’s income for the purpose of
determining continuing eligibi

(4) AfterSeptember30,202%a A regulated center-based child care
program or family child care home as #&gfined by the Department in rule shall
not receive funds pursuant to this subsectiofthat are in excess of the usual and
customary rate for services at the center-based &ild care program or family
child care home.

(5) The Department shall ensure that application®for the Child Care

Financial Assistance Program use a simple, plain-language%ormat.

Applications shall be available in both electronic and paper forMgats.

% ok %

Sec. 70. 33 V.S.A. § 3512 is amended to read:

§ 3512. CHILD CARE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM,;
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subjgidize, to the extent that funds permit, the costs of child care for families
that ne®g child care services.

(2) "Mge subsidy authorized by this subsection shall be established by the
Commissioner, %y rule, and shall bear a reasonable relationship to income and
family size. Familfgs shall be found eligible using an income eligibility scale
based on the current fe§gral poverty level and adjusted for the size of the
family. Co-payments shall%ge assigned to the whole family and shall not
increase if more than one eligiBe child is enrolled in child care. Families with
an annual gross income of less thatr equal to 185 percent of the current
federal poverty guidelines shall not hawg a family co-payment. Families with
an annual gross income up to and includingy25 450 percent of current federal
poverty guidelines, adjusted for family size, sh¥ll be eligible for a subsidy
authorized by the subsection. The scale shall be stifyctured so that it
encourages employment. If the federal poverty guideli§es decrease in a given
year, the Division shall maintain the previous year’s federa§poverty guidelines
for the purpose of determining eligibility and benefit amount ulger this

subsection.

(6)(A) The Department, in consultation with Building Bright Future®

d dUUPDL UY UIC, DU Ud U V.. \, AP LC . d C1CU PIUIC Ulld
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corparable to compensation received by early childhood educators in

VermoM’s public school system who serve children from prekindergarten

through grie three. Annually, the Commissioner shall amend the rule

containing the Wgofessional compensation standard required by this section to

account for inflatio% and increases due to renegotiated public school teacher

compensation levels. ™Mae Commissioner shall ensure that the professional

compensation standard is pWsted on the Department’s website.

(B) To participate in Me Child Care Financial Assistance Program

child care providers shall minimallSscompensate employees providing child

care services in accordance with the pr@fessional compensation standard

established pursuant to this subsection (a).

% ok %

Sec. 71. 33 V.S.A. § 3514 is amended to read:
§ 3514. PAYMENT TO PROVIDERS

(a) The Commissioner shall establish a payment schedu¥g for purposes of
reimbursing providers for full- or part-time child care services Bgndered to
families who participate in the programs established under section %12 or
3513 of this title. Payments established under this section shall reflect %ge

following considerations: whether the provider operates a licensed child cg
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serWce. Payments shall be based on enrollment statas-er-any-other-basis

d T h he nrovade nd the on
£ San. amoa Siavasas ahd HHASTOh.

% ok %

Sec. 72. 33 V.S¥A. § 3514 is amended to read:
§ 3514. PAYMENTYO PROVIDERS

(a) The Commissiondg shall establish a payment schedule by rule, pursuant

to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 and if¢onsultation with Building Bright Futures, for

purpeses the purpose of reimbur$g providers for full- or part-time child care
services rendered to families who paMjcipate in the programs established under

section 3512 or 3513 of this title. PaymcWgs established under this section

shall reflect the foHewing-econsiderations: tot#Mcost of care, including whether

the provider operates a licensed child care facilitydgr a registered family child

care home, type of service provided, cost of providindhe service, and the

prevatling-marketrate-for-ecomparable-serviee provider croyentials. Payments

shall be based on enrollment and the professional standard est®glished in

subdivision 3512(a)(6)(A) of this title.

(b) The Commissioner may establish a separate payment schedule ®gr child
care providers who have received specialized training, approved by the

Cld 2 U PLULC vl U cl y SUpPpu
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e-providersetting-in-eachrate-eategory Annually, the
Commissioner shall amend%he rule containing the payment schedule required

by this section to account for irMlation. The Commissioner shall ensure that

the payment schedule is posted on We Department’s website.

Sec. 73. 33 V.S.A. § 3515 is added to Mgad:

§ 3515. CHILD CARE WAITLIST AND APPLICATION FEES

A child care provider shall not charge an apMlication or waitlist fee for child

care services where the applying child qualifies for%he Child Care Financial

Assistance Program pursuant to section 3512 of this titlg A child care

provider shall reimburse an individual who is charged an afplication or

waitlist fee for child care services if it is later determined that the applying
child qualified for the Child Care Financial Assistance Program at #ge time the

fee or fees were paid.

Sec. 74. 33 V.S.A. chapter 35, subchapter 6 is added to read:
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LEGISLATIVE INTENT

In eMgblishing the Noncitizen Child Care Assistance Program to provide

child care s@bsidies for children who are not eligible for the Child Care

Financial Assist8nce Program because of their citizenship status, it is the intent

of the General AsseMbly that the benefits and eligibility criteria set forth in

section 3552 of this chapker should align to the greatest extent practicable with

the benefits and eligibility c™¢eria in CCFAP as set forth in section 3512 of

this chapter and corresponding rifk

§ 3552. NONCITIZEN CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

SUBSIDIES FOR CERTAIN VERMONT RESIDENTS

(a)_For purposes of this section, the phras®‘Vermont residents who have a

citizenship status for which Child Care Financial %ssistance Program

(CCFAP) participation is not available” includes child%en of migrant workers

who are employed in seasonal occupations in this State.

b) The Department for Children and Families shall provid& State-funded

child care subsidies equivalent to those offered in the Child Care Mgancial

Assistance Program (CCFAP) to Vermont residents who have a citizen$Rip

status for which CCFAP participation is not available and meet the service
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imMyigration status of the applicant or any member of the applicant’s family.

(W All applications submitted and records created pursuant to this

section shatk be exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public

Records Act ari shall be kept confidential. Absent a request for information

by a U.S. agency pWsuant to federal law, the Department shall not disclose

any personally identifi¥gle information regarding applicants or enrollees to the

U.S. government.

(d) The Department for Chidren and Families may adopt rules in

accordance with 3 V.S.A. chapter 2 to carry out the purposes of this section.

Sec. 75. DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES; NONCITIZEN
CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUBSIDIES; FISCAL
YEAR 2025 ESTIMATE

The Department for Children and Families shalMgrovide information on the

estimated fiscal year 2025 costs of providing coverage % Vermont residents

who have a citizenship status for which Child Care Financi#l Assistance

Program participation is not available pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 3§52 beginning

on July 1, 2024 as part of the Department’s fiscal year 2025 budge

presentation to the House Committees on Appropriations and on Huma¥

Services and the Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Health and
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..............

Se®q76. REPORT; SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS GRANT

On O before January 15, 2024, the Department for Children and Family’s

Child Devefgpment Division shall submit a report to the House Committee on

Human Service$and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare

providing a proposaMto streamline the application process for special

accommodation grants luding:

(1) moving to a 12-m®ath grant cycle;

(2) improving support andéraining for providing inclusive care for

children with special needs; and

3) determining how to better mecWghe early learning needs of children

with disabilities within a child care setting.

* % * Child Care Workforce Retentf@n Grants * * *
Sec. 77. FY 2024 APPROPRIATION; CHILD CARIMWORKER
RETENTION GRANT PROGRAM

In fiscal year 2024, the sum of $7.300,000.00 is approfgiated from the

General Fund to the Department for Children and Families for the'garl

childhood staff and home-based provider retention grant program estatished

in 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 74, Sec. G.300(a)(30), as added by 2022 A%
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Sed78. 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 45, Sec. 8 is amended to read:
Sec®3. REPEALS
(a) 33 WS.A. § 3541(d) (reference to student loan repayment assistance

program) is repgaled on July 1, 2026.

(b) FSASRS holarships for prospective carly childhood
providersHsrepetted-o ~Juby1.2026- [Repealed. ]

(c) 33 V.S.A. § 3543 (sydent loan repayment assistance program) is
repealed on July 1, 2026.
Sec. 79. APPROPRIATION; SCHQLARSHIPS FOR CURRENT EARLY
CHILDHOOD PROVIDER!

In fiscal vear 2024, $500.000.00 is appr@riated in addition to the base

funding to the Department for Children and FaMilies for the purpose of

funding scholarships for current early childhood pré&yiders pursuant to 33

V.S.A. § 3541.
* % * Transitional Assistance * * *
Sec. 80. BUILDING BRIGHT FUTURES; TECHNICAL ASSSTANCE

The Agency of Education and the Department for Children and Wamilies

shall consult with and receive technical assistance from Building Bright

Futures for the purpose of implementing the provisions of this act, includiny

d0 g UIC PUUIIC PICRINACTZAITCIl CauCdO PIOgTdIlT pulsSUd O 10
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imMlementing changes to the Child Care Financial Assistance Program and

establiSking the Noncitizen Child Care Assistance Program pursuant to 33

V.S.A. chafer 35.

* % * FEffective Dates * * *
Sec. 81. EFFECTINE DATES

(a) Except as provi®gd in subsection (b) of this section, this act shall take

effect on July 1, 2023, witt¢he Department for Children and Families making

child care subsidies available t&Vermont residents who have an immigration

status for which Child Care Financ¥l Assistance Program participation is not

available pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 3552%eginning on July 1, 2024, subject to

fiscal year 2025 appropriations for this purfse.

(b)(1) Secs. 1,39, and 11 (related to the p®blic prekindergarten education

program) shall take effect on July 1. 2024, except that the Secretary of

Education and the Commissioner for Children and FanMies shall amend any

rules necessary prior to that date in order to perform their ddties under this act.

(2) Secs. 1214 (property tax exemption; property used By child care

providers) shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

3) Secs. 15-68 (relating to the reorganization of the Departmen®or

Children and Families and creation of the Department of Economic

DOWC C dl dKC CTl11IC U ULY N UL,
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* ** Legislative Intent * * *
Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVRJINTENT

It is the intent of t/IRg General Assembly that investments in _and policy
changes to Vermont'’s chil®are system shall:

(1) increase access toNnd the quality of child care services throughout
the State;

(2) provide financial stabilM to child care programs;

(3) stabilize Vermont’s talentcchild care workforce;

(4) address the workforce needs Mthe State’s employers;

(5) provide policy recommendation®for expanding access and capacity
in Vermont’s prekindergarten system; and

(6) reorganize the Department for CIMdren and Families to ensure
greater oversight and focus on child care and ear® childhood education.

* % * Prekindergarten * *

Sec. la.  PREKINDERGARTEN EDUCATION XUDY COMMITTEE;
REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the PrekindergarteMy Education Study
Committee to make recommendations on how to impr®e and expand
accessible, affordable, and high-quality prekindergarten educa

(b) Membership. The Committee shall be composed of Mg following
members:

(1) the Secretary of Education or designee, who shall serve as c/r;

(2) the Secretary of Human Services or designee;

(3) the Executive Director of the Vermont Principals’ Association %

e XA
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oRlesignee;

5) the Executive Director of the Vermont School Board Association or
desigmie:;

(6 the FExecutive Director of the Vermont National Education
Associationor designee;

(7) e Chair of the Vermont Council of Special Education
Administrators & designee;

(8)  the FP%ecutive Director of the Vermont Curriculum Leaders
Association or desighge;

(9) the ExecutivA¥irector of Building Bright Futures or designee;

(10) a representati‘of a prequalified private provider as defined in 16
V.S.A. §829, operating a ¥censed center-based child care and preschool
program, appointed by the Sp&gker of the House;

(11) a representative of a Weequalified private provider as defined in 16
V.S.A. § 829, operating a regulatchfamily child care home, appointed by the
Committee on Committees;

(12) the Head Start CollaboratioMOffice Director or designee;

(13) the Executive Officer of Let’s dpw Kids or designee; and

(14) a family representative with a preMndercarten-age child, appointed
by the Building Bright Futures Council.

(c) Powers and duties. The Committee sil examine the delivery of
prekindergarten education in Vermont and mde recommendations for
expanding equitable access for all children three an®four years of age in a
manner _that achieves the best outcomes for children§whether through the
current _mixed-delivery system, the public school ¥stem, the private
prekindergarten system, or a system that allows school dWtricts to contract
with private providers.  The Committee shall also exaWine and make
recommendations on _the changes necessary to provide Phgkindergarten
education to all children three and four years of age through the Bublic school
system, including a timeline and transition plan for such ch®ges. In
conducting its analysis, the Committee shall address the following t®gics and
questions, which may yield distinct recommendations for children thMe and
four years of age:

(1) Outcomes and quality.

4 What are the benchmarks for 12h quality ” 1n prekindergarten
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(B) How should best practices be implemented and measured across
vari®s prekindergarten education settings?

(% Capacity and demand.

M How many children, by age, does the current mixed-delivery
system hav&he capacity to serve? In studving this issue, the Committee shall
consider the Mumber of children on waitlists and the number of vacancies in

progranis.

(B) WhdWare the workforce requirements to expand prekindergarten
education? In stud)V¥ge this question, the Committee may consider:

(i) whethMthere is a gap between the total number of licensed
teachers currently workir®g and the number needed for expansion;

(ii) _whether Mgre is a gap between the total prekindergarten
education workforce, includig paraeducators, and the number needed for
expansion; and

(iii) the educational Wnd training costs associated with training
and retaining the workforce necessaMg for expansion?

(C) If prekindergarten edu®gtion in the public school system is
provided solely to children four vearsWf age, what is the impact on the
capacity and workforce of private prekindeRgarten providers?

(3) Special education.

(A) How many children three and fourNears of age are currently on
individual education programs receiving servi®s in_public _and private

settings?

(B) Are children three and four vears of age ®& individual education
plans receiving the full range of services that they are ent®ed to?

(C) Does the availability or cost of special educ®¥ion services vary
between private and public prequalified providers?

(4) Public school expansion.

(A) What _infrastructure changes are necessary W _expand
prekindergarten education?

(B) How would the current prekindergarten education mixed-d&livery
system transition to a program within the public school system?

(C) What capacity needs to be built for developmentally approprid¥g
ajterschool and oui-oj-SChool-iime care:
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pAOlic schools to accommodate children three and four years of age?

(5) Funding and costs.

A)  What are fiscally strategic options to sustain _and expand
universaMgrekindergarten education?

‘BM What is the financial and business impact on regulated private
childcare proWlers if the prekindercarten system transitions to public schools?

(C) Wat, if any, changes need to be made to pupil weights for
prekindergarten st®lents?

(D) What, Many, changes need to be made to tuition rates for private
prekindergarten progrd¥gs?

(6) Oversight.

(A)  What additioMgl Agency of Education personnel or resources
would be needed to overseeMgn expansion of the current prekindergarten
education system under either a¥gixed-delivery model, a public school system
model, or _a system that allowsNschool districts to contract with private

providers?
(B)  What additional Age of Human Services personnel or

resources would be needed to oversee g _expansion of the current mixed-
delivery model or a private prekindergarter®system?

(d) Assistance. The Committee shall hd¥¢ the administrative, technical,
fiscal, and legal assistance of the Agencies 8f Education and of Human
Services. If the Agencies are unable to provide Mge Committee with adequate
support to assist with its technical, fiscal, or legaMgeeds, then the Agency of
Education shall retain a contractor with the necesscy expertise to assist the
Committee.

(e) Report. On or before December 1, 2023, the ComMgttee shall submit a
written report to the House Committees on Education and & Human Services
and the Senate Committees on Education and on Health andWVelfare with its
findings and recommendations based on the analysis conduct® pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section. The report shall include drdR legislative
language to support the Committee’s recommendations.

(f) _Meetings.

(1) The Secretary of Education or designee shall call the first meet¥ge
the Committee to occur on or before July 15, 2023.
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o) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Committee who are
not &ployees of the State of Vermont and who are not otherwise compensated
or reiMpursed for their attendance shall be entitled to per diem compensation
and reiM@ursement of expenses pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than
10 _meetiNgs per year. _These payments shall be made from monies
appropriate®to the Agency of Education.

(h) Approp¥ations.

(1) The siMg of $5,000.00 is appropriated to the Agency of Education
from the General Rund in fiscal year 2024 for per diem compensation and
reimbursement of exp®uses for members of the Committee.

(2)  The sum & 3100,000.000 is appropriated to the Agency of
Education from the GeneMgl Fund in fiscal year 2024 for cost of retaining a
contractor as provided undeMsubsection (d) of this section.

(3) _Any unused portion & these appropriations shall, as of July 1, 2024,
revert to the General Fund.

Sec. 1b. 16 V.S.A. § 213 is amendeMyo read.:
§213. DEPUTY SECRETARIES

The Secretary shall employ sueh-nwnBgr-of-deputy-secretaries—ashe-or—she
deemsnecessary at least two deputy secretges. One deputy secretary shall:

(1) solely manage the Division of Stud®t Support Services, which shall
govern special education, early education, and Wultitiered systems of support;
and

(2) hold at least a master’s level degree in Mgly childhood education,

special education, child development, or a related field

Sec. Ic. AGENCY OF EDUCATION,; DEPUTY SECRETHRY
AUTHORIZATION

The establishment of a second Deputy Secretary position YWghin the Agency
of Education pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 213 is authorized beginnin%in fiscal year
2025.

* * % Child Care and Child Care Subsidies * * *

§3512. CHILD CAKE Pl ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;
ELIGIBILITY




BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.56
2023 Page 112 of 191

1 need chzld care services m—e#da%—ebfam—emp%@%teﬁ—fe—:ﬁam
2k, . or 1o obta g leading 0 . Families—seeking

217717 1 1 1 he o Ve 419
O O G G

(2) ¥ subsidy authorized by this subsection shall be established by the
CommissiolRgNQy rule, and shall bear a reasonable relationship to income and
family size. M/ies shall be found eligible using an income eligibility scale
based on the Nt federal poverty level and adjusted for the size of the
family.  Co-payrgnM shall be assigned to the whole family and shall not
increase if more thi oMg eligible child is enrolled in child care. Families with
an annual gross inco ess than or equal to 150 185 percent of the current
federal poverty guideliMgs gl not have a family co-payment. Families with

J g foWd including 356 600 percent of current federal
amily size, shall be eligible for a subsidy
authorized by the subsecti®g. e scale shall be structured so that it
encourages employment. If th&fedeMgl poverty guidelines decrease in a given
vear, the Division shall maintain Nious year’s federal poverty guidelines
for the purpose of determining ) and benefit amount under this
subsection.

/d education savings account,
such as the Vermont Higher Educati®& InveSgnent Plan, established in
16 V.S.A. § 2877, or any similar plan qualiRgd und®26 U.S.C. § 529, shall be
disregarded in determining the amount of a f¥gni ome for the purpose of
determining continuing eligibility.

(4) After-September—30—2021—a A regul 2
program or family child care home as def ned by tMg Depart ent in rule shall

child care home.

(5) The Department shall ensure that applications
Financial Assistance Program use a__simple,
Applications shall be available in both electronic and paper forMats.

Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A. § 3512 is amended to read.:

§3512. CHILD CARE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;
ELIGIBILITY

(a)(1) The Child Care Financial Assistance Program is established ¥

Z2egeaay 5 O - - = 2oy o
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eMployment, or to obtain training leading to employment. Families seeking
emMoyment shall be entitled to participate in the Program for up to three
montMg and the Commissioner may further extend that period.

(2 The subsidy authorized by this subsection shall be established by the
Commissi®er, by rule, and shall bear a reasonable relationship to income and
family size. ¥'amilies shall be found eligible using an income eligibility scale
based on theNgurrent federal poverty level and adjusted for the size of the
family. Co-pagents shall be assigned to the whole family and shall not
increase if more tMgn one eligible child is enrolled in child care. Families with
an annual gross incqne of less than or equal to 150 1835 percent of the current
federal poverty guideRges shall not have a family co-payment. Families with
an annual gross incomp to and including 356 600 percent of current federal
poverty guidelines, adjusgd for family size, shall be eligible for a subsidy
authorized by the subsecMgn. The scale shall be structured so that it
encourages employment. If IR federal poverty guidelines decrease in a given
vear, the Division shall maintaiRgthe previous year’s federal poverty guidelines
for the purpose of determiningWeligibility and benefit amount under this
subsection.

(3) Earnings deposited in a qiNgified child education savings account,
such as the Vermont Higher EducaMgn Investment Plan, established in
16 V.S.A. § 2877, or any similar plan qua®{ed under 26 U.S.C. § 529, shall be
disregarded in determining the amount of a¥gmily’s income for the purpose of
determining continuing eligibility.

(4) After-September30—2021—a A regiMgted center-based child care

program or family child care home as defined by e Department in rule shall
not receive funds pursuant to this subsection that aro¥g excess of the usual and
customary rate for services at the center-based child¥are program or family
child care home.

(5) The Department shall ensure that applications®or the Child Care
Financial Assistance Program use a simple, plain-[&gguage format.
Applications shall be available in both electronic and paper foMgats.

Sec. 3. PROVIDER RATE ADJUSTMENT; CHILD CARE FINAMIAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

On _January 1, 2024, the Department for Children and Fami shall
provide a one-time adjustment to the child care provider reimbursemenWgates
in_the Child Care Financial Assistance Program for child care ser¥ges
provided to children from birth through four years of age, including child?
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A5 percent higher than the fiscal year 2023 five-STAR reimbursement rate in
theWermont STARS system. All providers in the same child care setting
categWy shall receive an identical reimbursement rate payment dependent
upon Whether the provider operates a regulated child care center and
preschooXprogram or regulated family child care home.

Sec. 4. 33 WS.A. § 3514 is amended to read.:
§$3514. PAYMNT TO PROVIDERS FOR SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN

(a) The ComMyssioner shall establish a payment schedule for purposes of
reimbursing provid&s for full- or part-time child care services to children over
four years of age, ex®uding children five yvears of age who are not yet enrolled
for kindergarten, ren@gred to families who participate in the programs
established under sectioh 3512 or 3513 of this title. Payments established
under this section shall Wflect the following considerations: whether the
provider operates a licensed%ild care facility or a registered family child care
home, type of service proved, cost of providing the service, and the
prevailing market rate for compgrable service. Payments shall be based on
enrollment  staties—or—anv—other Rasis —aareed —to—-by—the provider i

Wk

Sec. 4a. 33 V.S.A. § 3515 is added to rea®

¢ 3515. PAYMENT TO PROVIDERS FOR &&IILDREN BIRTH THROUGH
FOUR YEARS OF AGE: HIGH QUARITY INCENTIVE
PROGRAM

(a) The Commissioner shall establish a paymeMgschedule that accounts for
the age of the children served for the purpose of rein®ursing providers for full-
or part-time child care services to children from birM through four years of
age, including children five years of age who aregot yet enrolled for
kindergarten, rendered to families who participate in the Mgpgrams established
under section 3512 or 3513 of this title. All providers in (Rg same child care
setting category shall receive an identical reimbursemeMy rate payment
dependent upon whether the provider operates a regulated ch¥d care center
and preschool program or regulated family child care home. Th&gate used to
reimburse providers shall be increased over the previous year’s ra®% annually
on July 1 in alignment with the most recent annual average wage gWwth for
NAICS code 611, Educational Services, not to fall below zero percentNChild
care services to infants and toddlers shall receive an enhanced reimburs&ent
rate set by the Commissioner. Payments shall be based on enrollment.

2 295, QraIg auo 7% Va 2. al QO onaratle naliaony 2Voya o 1o 127 /7
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missioner, relating to protective or family support services.

(A1) Annually, the Department shall provide a flat incentive payment to
all prokiders earning five STARS in the Vermont STARS system from the High-
Quality¥arly Care and Education Special Fund pursuant to section 3516 of
this chapr

(2)  O®pn notice from a provider that the provider has achieved an
increased STAR level in the Vermont STARS system, the Department shall
award the provi¥er a flat incentive payment equivalent to that received by
providers earning ¥ve STARS pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection.
Incentive payments ¥gall be funded through the High-Quality Early Care and
Education Special FuMg pursuant to section 3516 of this chapter. A provider
may earn_an_incentive Rayvment under this subdivision for each additional
STAR level achieved in thAQTARS system.

Sec. 4b. 33 V.S.A. § 3516 is Mded to read:

¢ 3516. HIGH-QUALITY EARM CARE AND EDUCATION SPECIAL
FUND

(a) There is created a High-OMglity Early Care and Education Special
Fund administered by the Departmen®or Children and Families, which shall
be a special fund established and man®ged pursuant to 32 V.S.A. chapter 7,

subchapter 5.

(b) The High-Ouality Early Care and Ed&ation Special Fund shall consist
of anyv appropriation from the General Fund Md anv gifis, devises, or grants
received for the purpose of this section.

(c) The High-Quality Early Care and Educai®gn Special Fund shall be
used for the implementation and ongoing provision W incentive payments to
providers pursuant to subsection 3515(c) of this chapte™

Sec. 5. 33 V.S.A. § 3517 is added to read:
§3517. CHILD CARE WAITLIST AND APPLICATION FEF

A child care provider shall not charge an application or Wgaitlist fee for
child care services where the applying child qualifies for thoChild Care
Financial Assistance Program pursuant to section 3512 or 3513 of Mys title. A
child care provider shall reimburse an individual who is chi¥ged an
application or waitlist fee for child care services if it is later determimd that
the applying child qualified for the Child Care Financial Assistance ProYgam
at the time the fee or fees were paid.
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a) On or before November 1, 2023, the Department for Children and
FarnXies, in consultation with the Department of Labor. the Agency of
EducXon, Building Bright Futures, and the Vermont Association for the
Educati& of Young Children, shall submit a report to the House Committee on
Human Xrvices and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare
addressing ®ge following:

(1)  wiNgher and how to integrate a tiered professional pay scale for
professionals wRQ provide child care services as part of the Child Care
Financial Assistar¥e Program.

(2) the structiMe of tiered professional pay scales for professionals who
provide child care serXges that have been implemented in other jurisdictions,
including in New Mexicosgnd the District of Columbia.

(3) the appropriate Rgal mechanism to implement any approved tiered
professional pay scale for Wofessionals who provide child care services,
including consideration of statg. rule, departmental guidance, or some other
appropriate mechanism.

(b) On or before November 182024, the Department for Children and
Families, in consultation with theYDepartment of Labor, the Agency of
Education, Building Bright Futures, &d the Vermont Association for the
Education of Young Children, shall subm®to the House Committee on Human
Services and to the Senate Committee on H®glth and Welfare:

(1) A tiered professional pay scale forRrofessionals who provide child
care services as defined in 33 V.S A. §351Mhat is designed to provide
professionals who provide child care services wiM compensation comparable
to that received by early childhood educators imJVermont’s public school
system who serve children from prekindergarten thMgugh grade three. The
tiered professional pay scale shall account for professioRals’ credentialing and
professional child care experience and shall includeNhe addition of an
appropriate fringe benefit rate. In developing the tierc® professional pay
scale, the Department for Children and Families shall refer¥p the child care
and early childhood education financing study required pursudW to 2021 Acts
and Resolves No. 45, Sec. 14; and

(2) A formula to calculate the total cost of care to serve ch¥lren in a
regulated child care facility as defined in 33 V.S.A. § 3511.

Sec. 7. 33 V.S.A. chapter 35, subchapter 6 is added to read:
Subchapter 6. Child Care Assistance for Additional Populations
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establishing the Noncitizen Child Care Assistance Program to provide
chil® care subsidies for children who are not eligible for the Child Care
Finan¥al Assistance Program because of their citizenship status, it is the
intent oMghe General Assembly that the benefits and eligibility criteria set forth
in sectiong552 of this chapter should align to the greatest extent practicable
with the belgfits and eligibility criteria in CCFAP as set forth in section 3512
of this chapteMand corresponding rule.

¢ 3552. NONCIYZEN CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
SUBSIDINS FOR CERTAIN VERMONT RESIDENTS

(a) For purposes N this section, the phrase “‘Vermont residents who have a
citizenship status forywhich Child Care Financial Assistance Program
(CCFAP) participation 1ot available’ includes children of migrant workers
who are emploved in seasoRgl occupations in this State.

(b) The Department for Rildren and Families shall provide State-funded
child care subsidies equivalen™go those offered in the Child Care Financial
Assistance Program (CCFAP) tRVermont residents who have a citizenship
status for which CCFAP participa®pn is not available and meet the service
need and income eligibility standards¥gstablished by the Department in rule.

(c)(1) The Department shall not ingi&ge about or record the citizenship and
immigration status of the applicant or anMgember of the applicant’s family.

(2) All applications submitted and Wgcords created pursuant to this
section shall be exempt from public inspectioMyand copying under the Public
Records Act and shall be kept confidential. AbMgnt a request for information
by a U.S. agency pursuant to federal law, the D&artment shall not disclose
any personally identifiable information regarding apMicants or enrollees to the
U.S. government.

(d) The Department for Children and Families gay adopt rules in
accordance with 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to carry out the purpoXs of this section.

Sec. 8. DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES, NQNCITIZEN
CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUBSIDIES,; WISCAL
YEAR 2025 ESTIMATE

The Department for Children and Families shall provide informa®on on the
estimated fiscal year 2025 costs of providing coverage to Vermont Mgsidents
who have a citizenship status for which Child Care Financial AssMgance
Program participation is not available pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 3552 begirMgng
on July 1, 2024 as part of the Department’s fiscal yvear 2025 bud¥gt
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* ** Special Accommodations Grant * * *
Sec. 9.8REPORT; SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS GRANT

On or ¥gfore January 15, 2024, the Department for Children and Families’
Child DeveMgpment Division shall submit a report to the House Committee on
Human Servi®s and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare providing
a proposal to Mgeamline the application process for special accommodation
grants, including?

(1) the suita®lity of moving to a 12-month grant cvcle and for which
populations;

(2) improving siMport and training for providing inclusive care for
children with special neea

(3) determining how Q&better meet the early learning needs of children
with disabilities within a child &gre setting; and

(4) any other proposals th&Department deems essential to the goal of
streamlining the application procesX¥or special accommodation grants.

* % * Child Care WorkfoXge Retention Grants * * *

Sec. 10. FY 2024 APPROPRIATION; CI]LD CARE WORKER
RETENTION GRANT PROGRA

In fiscal year 2024, the sum of 37.300800.00 is appropriated from the
General Fund to the Department for Childro and Families for the early
childhood staff and home-based provider retentioh grant program established
in 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 74, Sec. G.300(a)(M). as added by 2022 Acts
and Resolves No. 83, Sec. 68.

* % * Scholarship for Prospective Early Childhood&Providers * * *
Sec. 11. 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 45, Sec. 8 is amended¥p read.:
Sec. 8. REPEALS

(a) 33 V.S.A. §3541(d) (reference to student loan repayn®t assistance
program) is repealed on July 1, 2026.

(b) IS A—&8354 holarshins—for—p
: : ; - [Repealed.]

(c) 33 V.S.A. § 3543 (student loan repayment assistance programy is
repealed on July 1, 2026.
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fiscal year 2024, $500,000.00 is appropriated in addition to the base
fund¥gg to the Department for Children and Families for the purpose of
fundimg scholarships for current early childhood providers pursuant to 33
V.S.A. $R541.

* * % Transitional Assistance * * *
Sec. 13. BUINDING BRIGHT FUTURES,; TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

(a) Buildin®Bright Futures shall consult with and provide technical
assistance to the Repartment for Children and Families for the purpose of
implementing the Mvisions of this act, including reorganization of the
Department for ChildMg and Families, implementation of the changes to the
Child Care Financial A¥gistance Program, and establishment the Noncitizen
Child Care Assistance Pro¥am pursuant to 33 V.S.A. chapter 35. Specifically,
Building Bright Futures shaMassist the Department to:

(1) develop a concrd transition plan in relation to both the
reorganization of the Departme§ and changes to the Child Care Financial
Assistance Program that ensures ccountability using various metrics and
addresses workforce and programmat¥g costs; and

(2) define and measure succeM in process and outcomes using a
continuous quality improvement framewo

(b) Building Bright Futures shall moNgor the transitions referenced in
subsection (a) of this section and annually W January 15 between 2025—
2028, submit a report to the House CommittecNgn Human Services and the
Senate Committee _on Health and Welfare Wgh its observations and
recommendations.

property to a center-based child care provider as deﬁne s, KA.
§ 3511(3) and used to provide child care services as defined by 3 A
S JdJIII(4).
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g) The statutory purpose of the exemption for property owned by or rented
to a i !d care provider in subdivision 3802(22) of this title is to lower the cost
of pro \u ing child care services in Vermont.

Sec. 16. RNLS.A. § 5401(7) is amended to read:
(7) ° estead
(4) estead” means the principal dwelling and parcel of land

&2, owned and occupied by a resident individual as the
individual’s domi&e M owned and fully leased on April 1, provided the
property is not leasé core than 182 days out of the calendar year or, for
purposes of the rente nder subsection 6066(b) of this title, is rented
and occupied by a resid@ [dual as the individual’s domicile.

% sk ok

(F) A homestead als&nclud®gany other improvement or structure on
the homestead parcel that is not '
not include that portion of a prilgpal dw@ing used for business purposes if
the portion used for business purp3 ncluMgs more than 25 percent of the
floor space of the building.

(H)(i) A homestead does not inclii¥
rented, and a dwelling is not a homestead for
it is rented.

of a dwelling that is
R/ the year in which

(ii) Notwithstanding subdivision (i) ¥ this subdivion (7)(H), a
homestead shall include a dwelling, or a portion of% otherwise
qualifies as a homestead and that is rented at not le. N ! below
fair market value as determined by the prevailing akga market priégs for

)/ 4 Q 4

* % * Repeals; Child Tax Credit * * *
Sec. 14. REPEALS,; CHILD TAX CREDIT
The following are repealed.:
(1) 32 V.S.A. § 5830f (Vermont child tax credit); and
(2) 32 V.S.A. §5813(y) (statutory purpose; Vermont child tax credit).

ud Care and rarental Leave Coniribution
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WIAPTER 246. CHILD CARE AND PARENTAL LEAVE CONTRIBUTION
¢ 10 1. PURPOSE

The §hild Care and Parental Leave Contribution is established to provide
funding State support of child care and the Parental Leave Benefit

Program esWgblished pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 2201.
§ 10552. DEMNNITIONS
As used in thiXgchapter:

(1) “Coveredqages’ means wages paid to an employee by an employer
up to the amount of /g Social Security Contribution and Benefit Base.

(2)  “Employee Nneans an_individual who receives pavments with
respect to services perfoMged for an employver from which the emplover is
required to withhold VermoM income tax pursuant to chapter 151, subchapter

4 of this title.

(3) “Emplover” means a¥gerson who employs one or more employees
who is required to withhold incolge tax from wages paid to the employees
pursuant to chapter 151, subchapter%of this title.

(4) _ “Self-employved individual eans _a_sole proprietor or partner
owner of an unincorporated business, th®&sole member of an LLC, or the sole
shareholder of a corporation.

(5) “Self-employment income”’ has th&same meaning as in 26 U.S.C.

¢ 1402

(6) “Wages” means payments that are iMguded in the definition of
wages set forth in 26 U.S.C. § 3401.

¢ 10553. CONTRIBUTION; RATE: COLLECTION

(a)(1) Each employer shall pay the Child Care Mgd Parental Leave
Contribution on all covered wages paid to each of the emMover’s employees
and_shall remit those amounts to the Department of TaxesNursuant to the
provisions of this section. An employer may deduct and witRhold from an
employee’s covered wages an amount equal to not more than oMg quarter of
the contribution required pursuant to subsection (b) of this se&ion. An
emplover shall pay the contributions required pursuant to this sectiorMgs if the
contributions were Vermont income tax subject to the withholding requilgnents
of chapter 151, subchapter 4 of this title, including the requirements relat®go to
the time and manner of payment.
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sMgll remit those amounts to the Department of Taxes pursuant to the
proXsions of this section. A self-emploved individual shall make installment
payvn¥ts of estimated contributions pursuant to this subdivision from the
enrolle® self-employed individual’s self-employment income as if the
contribut®gns were Vermont income tax subject to the estimated payment
requiremer® of 32 V.S.A. chapter 151, subchapter 5, including the time and
manner of pdgnent.

(b) The conXgbution rate shall be 0.42 percent of each employee’s covered
wages and each s8f-emploved individual’s self~employment income.

(c)(1) The Depalgnent shall collect the contributions required pursuant to
this section. The adn®Mgistrative and enforcement provisions of chapter 151 of
this title shall apply toe contribution requirements under this section as if
the contributions requireMpursuant to this section were Vermont income_tax,
except penalty and interest Mll apply according to chapter 103 of this title.

(2) Employers shall begesponsible for the full amount of any unpaid
contributions due pursuant to suRdivision (a)(1) of this section. Self-employed
individuals shall be responsible foRghe full amount of any unpaid contributions
due pursuant to subdivision (a)(2) oMghis section.

¢ 10554. CHILD CARE AND PARENML LEAVE CONTRIBUTION
SPECIAL FUND

(a) The Child Care and Parental LeMe Contribution Special Fund is
created pursuant to chapter 7, subchapte®y 5 of this title and shall be
administered by the Department for Chil&en and Families and the
Department of Taxes. Monies in the Fund may b&gxpended by the Department
of Taxes for the administration of the Child Qare and Parental Leave
Contribution created under this chapter, by the Dep¥tment for Children and
Families for benefits provided by State supported ch®d care and under the
Parental Leave Benefit Program established pursuant toR3 V.S.A. § 2201, and
by the Departments for necessary costs incurred in admMBgstering the Fund.
All interest earned on Fund balances shall be credited to the ¥und.

(b) The Fund shall consist of:

(1) contributions collected or recovered pursuant to secti% 10553 of
this title;

(2) any amounts transferred or appropriated to the Fund by the §eneral
Assembly; and

(3) _any interest earned by the Fund.
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& /6. DEPARTMENT OF TAXES,; POSITIONS

e establishment of the following 15 new permanent classified positions is
autho”ged in the Department of Taxes in fiscal vear 2024

(1)Neight full-time, classified tax examiners within the Taxpaver Services
Division;

(2) v full-time, classified tax examiners within the Compliance
Division;

(3)  three Mull-time, classified tax compliance officers within the
Compliance Divisio

(4) one full-tim&classified financial specialist III within the Revenue
Accounting and Returns Mgocessing Division; and

(5) one business analWgt—tax within the V1ax Division.

* % * Department for ChildMg and Families Restructure and Creation of
Department of Pgonomic Empowerment * * *

Sec. 17. 3 V.S.A. § 212 is amendedW read.:

§ 212. DEPARTMENTS CREATED

The following administrative departn®gts are hereby created, through the
instrumentality of which the Governor, un¥er the Constitution, shall exercise
such functions as are by law assigned to eac/Ngepartment respectively:

% sk ok

(24) The Department of Vermont Health Acc¥gs-
(25) The Department of Economic Empowerm¥{.
Sec. 18. 3 V.S.A. § 241 is amended to read:
§ 241. BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS

(a) “Federal tax information” or “FTI” means ret®ns and return
information as defined in 26 U.S.C. § 6103(b) that are receiv¥ directly from
the Internal Revenue Service or obtained through an IRS-authoriZ¥g secondary
source, that are in the Recipient’s possession or control, and that ar&subject to
the confidentiality protections and safeguarding requirements of thoJnternal
Revenue Code and corresponding federal regulations and guidance.

(b) As used in this chapter, “Recipient” means the following authoriti®& of
the Executive Branch of State government that receive FTI:

Agency o] Human dervices, Including:
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(B) Department of Economic Empowerment;
(C) Department of Health,
(D) Department of Mental Health, and

(MR (E) Department of Vermont Health Access.
(2) DeMgrtment of Labor.
(3) DepaMgient of Motor Vehicles.
(4) Departm¥t of Taxes.
(5) Agency of DXRgital Services.
(6) Department ofuildings and General Services.
ok ok
Sec. 19. 3 V.S.A. § 816 is amgded to read:
§816. EXEMPTIONS
(a) Sections 809813 of this titiMghall not apply to:

(1) Acts, decisions, findings, orgeterminations by the Human Services
Board or the €Commissioner Commissiomys of Economic Empowerment or for
Children and Families or a duly authoMged agent, and to procedures or
hearings before and by the Board or Commis§oner or agent.

% sk ok

Sec. 20. 3 V.S.A. § 3002 is amended to read.:
§ 3002. CREATION OF AGENCY
(a) An Agency of Human Services is created consistiRg of the following:
(1) The Department of Corrections.
(2) The Department for Children and Families.
(3) The Department of Health.
(4) The Department of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Wving.
(5) The Human Services Board.
(6) The Department of Vermont Health Access.
(7) The Department of Mental Health.
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S 21. 3V.S.A. § 3051 is amended to read:

$ 305%, COMMISSIONERS; DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS;
APPOINTMENT; TERM

& sk ok

(c) For ¢ Department for Children and Families, the Secretary, with the
approval of e Governor, shall appoint deputy commissioners for the
following divisiogs of the Department:

(1) EconomServices,
2 Child DeveNpment; and
3)(2) Family Ser?

& sk ok

(e) For the Department of%conomic Empowerment, the Secretary, with the
approval of the Governor, sMgll appoint deputy commissioners for the
following divisions of the Departi¥gnt:

(1) Disability Determination Ngvices; and

(2) Economic Services Division.

(f) Deputy commissioners shall be exeMpt from the classified service. Their
appointments shall be in writing and sh& be filed in the Office of the
Secretary of State.

Sec. 22. 3 V.S.A. § 3084 is amended to read.:
$3084. DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAYILIES

(a) The Department for Children and Families is cRgated within the Agency
OfHumanServzces 10 strccessor-to-and the continta®pn of the Departi
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Beve%epmeﬁt—ngmﬁﬂ fo_promote the healthv development of Wildren and

youth, oversee and support a system of high-quality child care pMggrams in
home- and community-based settings, and provide assistance and sMport to
parents and families. It shall include the Divisions of Child Developm®t and

of Family.

(b) An investigations unit is created within the Department for Chila
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M abilitation Services under 33 V.S.A. chapter 49.
Sec 3. 3 V.S.A. § 3091 is amended to read.:
§ 309INHEARINGS

(a) AMgpplicant for or a recipient of assistance, benefits, or social services
from the D&gartment for Children and Families, of Economic Empowerment,
of Vermont H¥glth Access, of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living, or
of Mental He®th—er; an applicant for a license from one of those
departments;;, or¥g licensee may file a request for a fair hearing with the
Human Services BOWgd. An opportunity for a fair hearing will shall be granted
to any individual re@yesting a hearing because his—or—her the individual’s
claim for assistance, b&efits, or services is denied; or is not acted upon with
reasonable promptness; 8 because the individual is aggrieved by any other
Agency action affecting Mg—er—her the individual’s receipt of assistance,
benefits, or services, or [Mgnse or license application;, or because the
individual is aggrieved by AgeMgy policy as it affects his-or-her the individual’s
situation.

k sk ok

Sec. 24. 3 V.S.A. § 3094 is amended tMead.:
$ 3094. OFFICE OF CHILD SUPPOR

(a) The Office of Child Support is cRgated within the Department for
Chitdren-andFamilies of Economic EmpoweMgent and shall be designated the
1V-D agency for purposes of Title IV-D of the f®eral Social Security Act.

(b) The Office shall be headed by a Director R shall be appointed by the
Secretary of Human Services subject to section 3054%f this title.

Sec. 25. 3 V.S.A. § 3098 is added to read:
§ 3098. DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC EMPOWERMMYT

The Department of Economic Empowerment is created wlgin the Agency of
Human Services to empower families and individuals through¥he provision of
financial support, case management, and other assistance ain®&d at building
skills and independence. It shall include the Office of Child Npport, the
Office _of Economic Opportunity, the Disability DeterminatioMy Services
Division, and the Economic Services Division.

Sec. 26. 4 V.S.A. § 953 is amended to read:
$ 953. SOURCES OF NAMES
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tMgphone or other directory, the listers’ records, the elections records, and any
oth& general source of names.

(b)Y\Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the Court Administrator may
obtain Mg names, addresses, and dates of birth of persons which that are
contained¥g the records of the Department of Motor Vehicles, the Department
of Labor, th&Department of Taxes, the Department of Health, the Department
of Economic Wnpowerment, and the Department for Children and Families.
The Court Adinistrator may also obtain the names of voters from the
Secretary of StMg.  After the names have been obtained, the Court
Administrator shall[ompile them and provide the names, addresses, and dates
of birth to the clerk iiMg form that will not reveal the source of the names. The
clerk shall include the Rgnes provided by the Court Administrator in the list of
potential jurors.

% sk ok

Sec. 27. 8 V.S.A. § 10204 is an®gnded to read:
§ 10204. EXCEPTIONS

This subchapter does not prohibiMgny of the activities listed in this section.
This section shall not be construed to Wgquire any financial institution to make
any disclosure not otherwise required¥Qy law. This section shall not be
construed to require or encourage anyW{inancial institution to alter any
procedures or practices not inconsistent Wi this subchapter. This section
shall not be construed to expand or create 8y authority in any person or
entity other than a financial institution.
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(4) Disclosure of information sought by the Rgpartment for Children
and Families pursuant to its authority and obligations 1ger 33 V.S.A. § 112.

% sk ok

(27) Disclosure of information sought by the DepartiRgnt of Economic
Empowerment pursuant to its authority and obligations under X V.S.A. § 212.
Sec. 28. 9 V.S.A. § 2480h is amended to read:

§ 2480h. SECURITY FREEZE BY CREDIT REPORTING AGENCYNJIME
IN EFFECT

% sk ok

(1) The provisions of this section, including the security freeze, do not ap
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(5) The Economic Services Division of the Department for-Children-and
Fanlies of Economic Empowerment or the Department of Vermont Health
Acces\or its agents or assignee acting to investigate welfare or Medicaid

fraud.
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Sec. 29. 9 V.RA. § 2483a is amended to read:
$ 2483a. SECORITY FREEZE FOR PROTECTED CONSUMER; TIME IN
EFFECY

% sk ok

() The provisions olghis section, including the protected consumer security
freeze, do not apply to thdse of a consumer report by the following:

% sk ok

(5) The Economic Servi®s Division of the Department for-Children-and
Families of Economic EmpoweRgent or the Department of Vermont Health
Access or its agents or assigneesNgcting to investigate welfare or Medicaid

fraud.

% %

Sec. 30. 9V.S.A. § 4472 is amended to re¥y:
$4472. RIGHT TO TERMINATE RENTAL XgREEMENT

% sk ok

(b) Not less than 30 days before the date oWtermination, the protected
tenant shall provide to the landlord:

(1) a written notice of termination, and

(2) documentation from one or more of the followirkg sources supporting
his—or—her the tenant’s reasonable belief that it is necesNgry to vacate the
dwelling unit:

(4) a court, law enforcement, or other government agemgy;,
(B) an abuse, sexual assault, or stalking assistance progrog,

(C) a legal, clerical, medical, or other professional from Wgom the
tenant, or the minor or dependent of the tenant, received counseling Myother
assistance concerning abuse, sexual assault, or stalking; or

(D) a self-certification of a protected tenant’s status as a victimWg
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(i) a federal or State govermment entity, including the federal
Dep¥gtment of Housing and Urban Development, the Vermont Department of
EconWic Empowerment, or the Vermont Department for Children and
Familie$ or

ii) a nonprofit organization that provides support services to
protected terMgts.

k sk ok

Sec. 31. 10 App. WS.A. § 16 is amended to read:

§ 16. SUSPENSION Q' LICENSES: ENFORCEMENT OF CHILD
SUPPORT ORDXS, 15 V.S.A. § 798

% sk ok

16.3 All notices of compPance with a child support order shall be upon a
standard compliance form, as¥gvised and approved by the court, the Vermont
Agency of Human Services, DeMgrtment of Chitdren-eandFeamities Economic
Empowerment, and this DepartmeR

16.4 If the motion for the court Mger was brought by the Vermont Agency
of Human Services, Department oW Children—and—Famities Economic
Empowerment, then notice of compliai®e shall only be accepted from the

Vermont Agency of Human Services, Depigrtment of Children—and—Feamities
Economic Empowerment or the court.
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16.8 Department personnel shall direct all indiries from persons seeking
reinstatement to the court or the Vermont Agy of Human Services,
Department of Ehitdren-andFamilies Economic Emp®yerment, if the Vermont
Agency of Human Services, Department of Chitdren-aMg—F-eamities Economic
Empowerment was the entity which that brought the m&fon for suspension
before this court.

Sec. 32. 12 V.S.A. § 3169 is amended to read:
§3169. HEARING ON MOTION; FINDINGS,; ORDER

(a) At the hearing on the motion the court shall determine on t®Mg basis of
the motion and any affidavit of the judgment creditor, the record in'$e civil
action and any testimony offered by either party, and by the trustee whet®gr the
judgment debtor has neglected or refused to pay or make reasorgble
arrangements to pay the money judgment in question. If the court so finds\t
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(2) the amount of the judgment debtor’s weekly disposable earnings;

3) whether the judgment debtor has been a recipient of assistance from

the Veygont Department Departments for Children and Families, of Economic
EmpoweNgient, or the-Department of Vermont Health Access within the two

months prXgeding the date of the hearing, and

% sk ok

Sec. 33. 12 V.SM. § 3170 is amended to read:
$3170. EXEMPTMNS, ISSUANCE OF ORDER

(a) No order appégving the issuance of trustee process against earnings
shall be entered again¥ a judgment debtor who was, within the two-month
period preceding the heaRgg provided in section 3169 of this title, a recipient
of assistance from the VeRgont Department for—Children—and—Families of
Economic Empowerment or e Department of Vermont Health Access. The
Jjudgment debtor must establish¥is exemption at the time of hearing.

% sk ok

Sec. 34. 13 V.S.A. § 1028 is amendeMo read:
$1028. ASSAULT OF PROTECTED PROFESSIONAL; ASSAULT WITH

BODILY FLUIDS
ok ok
(d) As used in this section:
(1) “Protected professional” sheatt—meaiqgmeans a law enforcement

officer; a firefighter, a health care worker, an empl®ee, contractor, or grantee
of the Department for Children and Families or Mgpartment of Economic
Empowerment; or any emergency medical personnel & defined in 24 V.S.A.
§2651(6).
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Sec. 35. 15 V.S.A. § 294 is amended to read.:
$294. MAN UNRELATED ADULT IN THE HOUSE

(a) When the mother parent of minor children is residing withiidghe same
household as a—wan an_adult unrelated to her the parent and not oWgerwise
liable for the support of the mother-and-her parent and the parent’s ch¥dren,
on the complaint of the mother parent or, if she the parent is receiving p®lic
assistance, the Pepartinent Departments of Economic Empowerment or W




BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.56
2023 Page 131 of 191

nporo v, O P vagav Ci y Ui ooy, Ci Ci R A%

eMycation of the children as in cases where the hiusband nonresidential parent
refiRgs without just cause to support his-wife the parent living with the children
and Mg children. The decree shall by its terms continue in force for so long as
the def&dant resides within the household or until further order of the court.

(b) Th¥section shall not apply to persons living in boarding houses.
Sec. 36. 15 WS.A. § 606 is amended to read.:

§ 606. ACTIONTO RECOVER MAINTENANCE, CHILD SUPPORT, AND
SUIT MOYEY; SANCTION FOR NONCOMPLIANCE

(a) When a jugment or order for the payment of either temporary or
permanent maintena®, child support, or suit money has been made by the
Family Division of the }perior Court, and personal jurisdiction of the person
liable for the payment & money under the judgment or order has been
obtained, the party entitled®y the terms of the judgment or order to payment
thereunder, or the Office of &ild Support in all cases in which the party or
dependent children of the parti®&are the recipients of financial assistance from
the Pepartinent Departments of Rgonomic Empowerment or for Children and
Families, may file a motion in tMg Family Division of the Superior Court
asking for a determination of the an®unt due. Upon notice to the other party
and hearing thereon, the Family DiviXpn of the Superior Court shall render
Jjudgment for the amount due under the jiggment or order, the court may order
restitution to the Pepartinent Departments¥grder that payments be made to the
Office of Child Support for distribution, \Qr make such other orders or
conditions as it deems proper. The judgm shall be as binding and as
enforceable in all respects as though rendered inMgny other civil action. Notice
shall be given in such manner as the Supreme Coig shall by rule provide. An
additional motion may be brought at any time foM{urther unpaid balances.
The Family Division of the Superior Court in which Mg cause was pending at
the time the original judgment or order was made shdq{ have jurisdiction of
motions under the provisions of this section, irrespectiWg of the amount in
controversy or the residence of the parties. The motions "R be brought and
Jjudgment obtained on judgments, decrees, and orders previo rendered and
still in force.

% sk ok

Sec. 37. 15 V.S.A. § 658 is amended to read.:
§ 658. SUPPORT

(a) In an action under this chapter or under chapter 21 of this titleNghe
court shall order either or both parents owing a duty of support to a child¥g
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= ion 659 of this title.

M. A request for support may be made by either parent, a guardian, or the
Depawgient  for Children and Families, Department of Economic
EmpowXgnent, or the Department of Vermont Health Access, if a party in
interest. ARgourt may also raise the issue of support on its own motion.

% sk ok

Sec. 38. 16 V.SY. § 1592 is amended to read:
$1592. POWERSND RESPONSIBILITIES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES

With respect to tIR provision of postsecondary career technical education
programs, in addition & those powers and responsibilities set forth in chapter
72 of this title, the VermoW State Colleges Board of Trustees shall:

% sk ok

(3) coordinate such Apgrams with other employment and training
programs such as those offer& by the Department of Employment and
Training, the Department of Labolthe Department for-Children-and-Families
of Economic _Empowerment, the Ndgency of Commerce and Community
Development, independent colleges,Yand the Vermont Student Assistance
Corporation; and

(4) possess all other necessary an®jimplied powers to carry out such
responsibilities.

Sec. 39. 18 V.S.A. § 5227 is amended to read:
$5227. RIGHT TO DISPOSITION

% sk ok

(d)(1) If the disposition of the remains of a deced is determined under
subdivision (a)(10) of this section, the Olffice of the Chi% Medical Examiner
may contract with a funeral director or disposition faciy to cremate the
remains of the decedent.

(2)(A) If the cremation of the decedent is arranged and Xgid for under
33 V.S.A. § 2301, the Department for—Children—and—{tamities 8 Economic
Empowerment shall pay the cremation expenses to the funeral homa up to the
maximum payment permitted by rule by the Department fo 1118 (A
Families of Economic Empowerment.

(B) If the cremation of the decedent is not arranged and paidfor
under 33 V.S.A. § 2301, the Department of Health shall pay the cremati¥
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Sec. q). 18 V.S.A. § 8101 is amended to read:
S 8101 QLIABILITY

% sk ok

(e) In hi%or—her the Commissioner’s investigation, keeping of accounts,
and collectionof charges, the Commissioner shall have the support and

cooperation of Wge Department for—Chitdren—eand—Families of Economic

Empowerment insOWgr as the records of that Department relate to the ability to
pay.

% sk ok

Sec. 41. 28 V.S.A. § 755 iNgmended to read.:
§ 755. DISPOSITION OF EXRNINGS

An inmate participating in dWork release program shall cause to be given
to the Commissioner the inmaMs total earmings less payroll deductions
authorized by law, including incon® taxes. Upon receipt of the earnings the
Commissioner; to the extent reasonab® may:

(1) Deduct an amount determiRgd to be equivalent to the cost of
providing for the living expenses of the inigte.

(2) Cause to be paid, as are needed, aMy of the following-:
(A) Any costs or fine imposed by the s&tencing court.

(B) Any restitution included as part of tMg sentence of the inmate by
the court.

(C) Any sum as is needed for the support Ogthe dependents of the
inmate, in which case the Commissioner shall notif the Commissioner
Commissioners of Economic Empowerment and for Child&gn and Families of
the support payments.

% sk ok

Sec. 42. 30 V.S.A. § 218 is amended to read.:
§218. JURISDICTION OVER CHARGES AND RATES

% sk ok

(c)(1) The Public Utility Commission shall take any action necessaMy to
enable the State of Vermont and telecommunications companies offeriig
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/&mont Lifeline program described in subdivision (2) of this subsection.
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Notwithstanding any provisions of this subsection to the contrary, a
subscrib® who is enrolled in the Lifeline program and has obtained a final
relief from%guse order in accordance with the provisions of 15 V.S.A. chapter
21 or 33 V.M. chapter 69 shall qualify for a Lifeline benefit credit for the
amount of theXgcremental charges imposed by the local telecommunications
company for tre®gng the number of the subscriber as nonpublished and any
charges required 18 change from a published to a nonpublished number. As
used in this sectioy “nonpublished” means that the customer’s telephone
number is not listed Wy any published directories, is not listed on directory
assistance records of th®&gompany, and is not made available on request by a
member of the general PpRplic, notwithstanding any claim of emergency a
requesting party may presei¥q The Department for-Chitdren—and—{+Feamilies of
Economic Empowerment shaldevelop an application form and certification
process for obtaining this LifelitMbenefit credit.
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Sec. 43. 32 V.S.A. § 308b is amended¥g read:
§ 308b. HUMAN SERVICES CASELOAR RESERVE

(a) There is created within the Gen®&al Fund & the Human Services
Caseload Reserve. Expenditures from the¥eserve shall be subject to an
appropriation by the General Assembly or appPgval by the Emergency Board.
Expenditures from the Reserve shall be limited My Agency of Human Services
caseload-related needs primarily in the DepaWgnents for Children and
Families, of Economic Empowerment, of Healt/ of Mental Health, of
Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living, of Verm®&t Health Access, and
settlement costs associated with managing the Global Cogmitment waiver.

% sk ok

Sec. 44. 32 V.S.A. § 1003 is amended to read:
$1003. STATE OFFICERS

% sk ok

(b) The Governor may appoint each officer of the Executive Bran®g listed
in this subsection at a starting salary ranging from the base salary stalg for
that position to a salary that does not exceed the maximum salary uMgess
otherwise authorized by this subsection. The maximum salary for edt
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sMgject to the maximum salary. The annual salary adjustment granted to
off1%grs under this subsection shall not exceed the average rate of adjustment
avail®le to classified employees under the collective bargaining agreement
then in%gffect. In addition to the annual salary adjustment specified in this
subsectiony the Governor may grant a special salary increase subject to the
maximum sYary, or a bonus, to any officer listed in this subsection whose job
duties have SWgnificantly increased, or whose contributions to the State in the
preceding yearNgre deemed especially significant. Special salary increases or
bonuses granted§o any individual shall not exceed the average rate of
adjustment availaD¥g to classified employees under the collective bargaining
agreement then in eff{¢t.

(1) Heads of the Rllowing Departments and Agencies:

Base Salary Base Salary
as of as of
January 5, 2020 July 4, 2021

(A)  Administration $121,634 $126,378
(B)  Agriculture, Food and Mark¥s 121,634 126,378
(C)  Financial Regulation 113,710 118,145
(D)  Buildings and General Services 113,710 118,145
(E) Children and Families 113,710 118,145
(F) Commerce and Com-

munity Development R/, 634 126,378
(G)  Corrections 115¥10 118,145
(H)  Defender General 113,7 ¥ 118,145
(1) Disabilities, Aging, and

Independent Living 113,710 118,145
(J) Economic Development 103,149 107,172
(K)  Education 121,634 126,378
(L) Environmental Conservation 113,710 8,145
(M)  Finance and Management 113,710 115% 45
(N)  Fish and Wildlife 103,149 107,1'X

(O)  Forests, Parks and Recreation 103,149 107,172
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(R) § Human Resources 113,710 118,145
(S) duman Services 121,634 126,378
(T)  DMtal Services 121,634 126,378
(U)  Labo 113,710 118,145
(V) Librarié 103,149 107,172
(W)  Liquor an®Rottery 103,149 107,172
(X)  [Repealed.]

(Y)  Mental Health 113,710 118,145
(Z)  Military 113,710 118,145
(AA) Motor Vehicles 103,149 107,172
(BB) Natural Resources 121,634 126,378
(CC) Natural Resources Board CRgir 103,149 107,172
(DD) Public Safety 113,710 118,145
(EE) Public Service 113,710 118,145
(FF) Taxes 113,710 118,145
(GG) Tourism and Marketing 103,149 107,172
(HH) Transportation R/, 634 126,378
(1) Vermont Health Access 115%Y10 118,145
(JJ)  Veterans’ Home 113,78 118,145
(KK) Economic Empowerment 113,710 118,145

ok ok

Sec. 45. 32 V.S.A. § 3102 is amended to read:
§ 3102. CONFIDENTIALITY OF TAX RECORDS

% sk ok

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, information &gtained
from the Commissioner for Children and Families under 33 V.S.A. § (c),
from the Commissioner of Economic Empowerment under 33 V.S.A. § 21%c
from the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation under 16 V.S.A. § 2843,%
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a&ordance with a judicial order or as provided under another provision of
law)
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Sec. 46. 2 V.S.A. § 5932 is amended to read:
§ 5932. DPXINITIONS
As used in Ms chapter:

k sk ok

(2) “Debtor Wneans any individual owing a debt to a claimant agency
or owing any supp®&t debt that may be collected by the Departiment
Departments for Childr® and Families and of Economic Empowerment.
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Sec. 47. 33 V.S.A. chapter | Ramended to read:
CHAPTER 1. DEPARTVRNT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Subchapter 1. Policy, ¥ganization, Powers, and Duties
s 101. POLICY
1t is the policy of the State of Vermon®ghat:

(1) Its social and child welfare Pgograms shall provide assistance,

support, and benefits to persons of the State Mgproven need thereof and-eligible

for—such—assistance—and-benefits of and eligiBe for assistance, support, and
benefits under the provisions of this title.

(2) It is the purpose of its social and child w&{are laws to establish and
support programs that contribute to the prevention X dependency and social
maladjustment and contribute to the rehabilitation and Wotection of persons of
the State.

(3) Assistance and benefits shall be administered Mgpmptly, with due
regard for the welfare of children and youth and the preservatRg of family life,
and without restriction of individual rights or discriminationn account of
gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, race, religion, politic® affiliation,
or place of residence within the State.

(4) Assistance and benefits shall be so administered as to mainkgin and
encourage dignity, self-respect, and self-reliance. It is the legislative¥gtent
that assistance granted shall be adequate to maintain a reasonable standa® of
health and decency based on current cost of living indices. NotwithstandMe

>
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The programs of the Department for Children and Families shall be
designeMyto strengthen family life for the care and protection of children;
promote Mgalthy child development and support a high-quality child care
system throMghout the State; to assist and encourage the use by any family of
all available Mgrsonal and reasonable community resources to this end; and to
provide substitMg care of children only when the family, with the use of
available resourc¥®, is unable to provide the necessary care and protection to
ensure the right of Wy child to sound health and to normal physical, mental,
spiritual, and moral Mgyelopment.

(6) The child car®gystem shall provide affordable, high-quality care in a
manner that fosters child®rain development, nurtures socio-emotional skills,
and _supports young famili®y The Department shall provide leadership and
expertise to early educators ®gd child care programs to ensure that children
receive age-appropriate care talgred to their unique needs.

& sk ok

§ 104. FUNCTION AND POWERS &' DEPARTMENT

(a) The Department shall administe®all laws specifically assigned to it for
administration.

(b) In addition to other powers vested ir¥g by law, the Department may do
all of the following:

(1) Provide jor the administration of Xge jolloveine  prosrams i
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(2) Cooperate with the appropriate federal agencies in receiving, the
extent available, federal funds in support of programs that the Departm®g
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the provisions of the Social Security Act that pertain to programs
adiMpistered by the Department.

‘ Receive and disburse funds that are assigned, donated, or
bequeatRgd to it for charitable purposes or for the benefit of recipients of
assistancMpenefits, or social services. This subdivision shall not be construed
to require Mg Department to accept funds or trusts when the Commissioner,
with the appr®al of the Governor, considers it in the best interests of the State
to refuse them.

(5) ReceiveNg trust and expend, in accordance with the provisions of the
trust, funds and proRerty assigned, donated, devised, or bequeathed to it for
charitable purposes OWfor the benefit of recipients of assistance, benefits, or
social services. Trust¥unds accepted by the Department shall be safely
invested by the State TreMgurer. Real property received in trust may, at the
discretion of the Commis{oner, be administered by the Department of
Buildings and General SerWges of the Agency of Administration.  This
subdivision shall not be constri&g to require the Department to accept funds or
trusts when the Commissioner, wRQ the approval of the Governor, considers it
in the best interests of the State to r&se them.

(6) Aid and assist in charitple work as in the judgment of the
Commissioner will best promote the gen®&al welfare of the State.

(7) Visit all institutions, homes, p&ces, and establishments soliciting
public support and located in the State that &e devoted to or used for the care

of needy-persons children.

(8) Visit all institutions, homes, places, ®d establishments providing
room, board, or care to persens children receivin®social services or benefits
from the Department.

(9) Supervise and control children under its Ygre and custody and
provide for their care, maintenance, and education.

(c) The Department for Children and Families, in codgeration with the
Department of Corrections, shall have the responsibility g administer a
comprehensive program for youthful offenders and childrerMgwho commit
delinquent acts, including utilization of probation services; ofg range of
community-based and other treatment, training, and rehabilitationNgrograms,
and of secure detention and treatment programs when necessar¥y in the
interests of public safety, designed with the objective of preparin®those
children to live in their communities as productive and mature adults.
$ 105. COMMISSIONER; APPOINTMENT, TERM, DUTIES, AND
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royuired for effective administration of the Department; and he—er—she shall
det®mine the policies of the Department.

(b)N{n addition to other duties imposed by law, the Commissioner shall:
(1 Mgdminister the laws assigned to the Department;

(2) fixstandards and adopt rules necessary to administer those laws and
or the custodand preservation of records of the Department;
p P

(3) appoMy all necessary assistants, prescribe their duties, and adopt
rules necessary tOgensure that the assistants shall hold merit system status
while in the employ®f the Department, unless otherwise specifically provided
by law.

(c) The CommissioMgr or—the—Geovernor—whenever—the—federallaw—so
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si-commnity H-and—training-programs—in-the-S Shallhold
at_least a master’s level d8&ree in child development, early childhood
education, or related field.

B

(d) The Commissioner, with tMg approval of the Attorney General, may
enter into reciprocal agreements wig social and child welfare agencies in
other states in matters relating to socialelfare, children, and families.

(e) The Commissioner shall ensure thegrovision of services to children and
adolescents with a severe emotional distMgbance in coordination with the
Secretary of Education and the Commissiers of Mental Health and of
Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living in ¥gcordance with the provisions
of chapter 43 of this title.

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of laWy the Commissioner may
delegate to any appropriate employee of the DRpartment any of the
administrative duties and powers imposed on hin-or-heNghe Commissioner by
law, with the exception of the duties and powers enumeMged in this section.
The delegation of authority and responsibility shallNpot relieve the
Commissioner of accountability for the proper adminMration of the
Department.

(g) The Commissioner may publicly disclose findings or informgtion about
any case of child abuse or neglect that has resulted in the fataliMg or near
fatality of a child, including information obtained under chapter 4Mof this
title, unless the State’s Attorney or Attorney General who is investiga®Mgg or
prosecuting any matter related to the fatality requests the Commission® to
withhold disclosure, in which case the Commissioner shall not disclose a
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‘chever occurs earlier.

O 112aJINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS TO FURNISH INFORMATION;
SSET VERIFICATION

(a)(1) AXgnancial institution, when requested by Department, shall furnish
to the ComnKgsioner or the Commissioner’s designee information in _the
possession of tiMfinancial institution about the assets of any applicant who is
applying for or iSgeceiving assistance or benefits from the Department or the
applicant’s spouse. N The Department shall issue instructions to the financial
institution detailing Mg nature of the request and the information necessary to
satisfy the request.

(2) A financial instiWtion or emplovee of a financial institution shall not
be subject to criminal or civ&liability for actions taken in accordance with this
subsection.

(b)(1) Each application [ assistance or benefits submitted to the
Department shall contain a form & authorization, executed by the applicant,
granting authority for the DepartnMgit and its authorized agents to obtain
financial information about the applickt’s assets from financial intuitions in
order to verify the applicant’s eligibil®g for the applicable program. The
Department or its authorized agent shall &tain the applicant’s authorization
prior to requesting the applicant’s financid information from any financial
institution.

(2) The Department shall ensure the appli®gnt receives notice written in
plain _language explaining the Department’s el&tronic asset verification

system.

(c) In the event that the financial information of aMgpplicant’s spouse is
required to determine an applicant’s eligibility for a proghgm, the Department
shall provide written notice regarding the asset verificatMn process to the
spouse and shall obtain the spouse’s written authorization foRghe Department
and_its _agents to obtain the spouse’s financial information ¥Xom_financial
institutions prior to requesting the spouse’s financial informatMg from any
financial institution. The Department may determine an appli¥gnt to be
ineligible if the applicant’s spouse refuses to provide or revokes conse

(d) As used in this section:

(1) “Bank” has the same meaning as in 8 V.S.A. § 11101.

(D i g T 00 L L i . . L N A N




BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.56
2023 Page 142 of 191

(4) “Financial institution” means any Vermont financial institution,
stat&financial institution, and national financial institution, including a bank,
creditNynion, broker-dealer, investment advisor. mutual fund, or investment
company

(5) Mnvestment advisor” has the same meaning as in 9 V.S.A. § 5102.

(6) “VMtual fund” has the same meaning as in 8 V.S.A. § 3461.

* % %

Sub®gapter 3. Provisions of General Applicability
§121. CANCELLATEN OF ASSISTANCE OR BENEFITS

If at any time theNCommissioner for Children and Families er—the

ommissioner-of Vermont¥deatthAceess has reason to believe that assistance
or benefits have been improgerly obtained, he-or—she the Commissioner shall
cause an investigation to beNgade and may suspend assistance or benefits
pending the investigation. If oNinvestigation, the Commissioner for Children
and Families erthe-Commission®g-of VermontHealth-Aceess is satisfied that
the assistance or benefits were illeRglly obtazned he-or-she the Commissioner
shall immediately cancel them. A pogon having illegally obtained assistance
or benefits shall not be eligible for reiMgtatement until his-er-her the person’s
need has been reestablished.

§ 122. RECOVERY OF PAYMENTS

(a) The amount of assistance or benefits Mgy be changed or cancelled at

any time if the Commissioner for Children and Rgmilies erthe-Commissioner
of Fermont—Health—Aeecess finds that the recifent’s circumstances have
changed. Upon granting assistance or benefits, thDepartment for Children
and Families or—theDepartment—of VermontHealth-¥ceess shall inform the
recipient that changes in his—or—her the recipient’s Wcumstances must be
promptly reported to the Department.

(b) When on the death of a person receiving assistance 1#s found that the
recipient possessed income or property in excess of that Wgported to the
Department for Children and Families er—the-Department-of VRgnont-Hea
Aeeess, up to double the total amount of assistance in excess of tMgt to which
the recipient was lawfully entitled may be recovered by the CommiNgoner for
Children and Families or-the—Commissioner—of VermontHealth-Accqs as a
preferred claim from the estate of the recipient. The CommissiorNg for

Children and Families or-the—Commissioner—of VermontHeealth—Aecess Nall

calculate the amount of the recovery by applyzng the legal interest rate to Mge
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c) When the Commissioner for Children and Families er—the
orgrissioner—of—Vermont—Health—ecess finds that a recipient of benefits
receiVq assistance in excess of that to which the recipient was lawfully
entitledbecause the recipient possessed income or property in excess of
Departm¥ standards, the Commissioner for Children and Families er—the
ommissioRgr—ofVermont—Health—eecess may take actions to recover the
overpayment.

(d) In theNevent of recovery, an amount may be retained by the

Commissioner forqChildren and Families er—the—Commissioner—ofVermont
Health-Aecess in a Recial fund for use in offsetting program expenses and an
amount equivalent to e pro rata share to which the United States of America
is equitably entitled shakbe paid promptly to the appropriate federal agency.
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Subchapter 5. Prohibited PracticeX, Penalties
s 141. FRAUD

(a) A person who knowingly fails, by false statem®gt, misrepresentation,
impersonation, or other fraudulent means, to disclose a Mgterial fact used to
determine whether that person is qualified to receive aid Mg benefits under a
State or federally funded assistance program; or who kn®ingly fails to
disclose a change in circumstances in order to obtain or coni®ue to receive
aid or benefits to which ke-or=she the person is not entitled or Myan amount
larger than that to which he-er—she the person is entitled; or who¥nowingly
aids and abets another person in the commission of any such act€hall be
punished as provided in section 143 of this title.

(h) A person wh 1OWRE—Hses—transfers,—aequires—tre A
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(d) A person who knowingly files\gttempts to file, or aids and abets in the
filing of a claim for services to a recipi®t of benefits under a State or federally
funded assistance program for servico that were not rendered; or who
knowingly files a false claim or a claim Wr unauthorized items or services
under such a program; or who knowingly b&s the recipient of benefits under
such a program or his-er-her the person’s faM§ly for an amount in excess of
that provided for by law or regulation; or whoNnowingly fails to credit the
State or its agent for payments received from SOal Security, insurance, or
other sources; or who in any way knowingly receiV8§, attempts to receive, or
aids and abets in the receipt of unauthorized payment ¥ provided herein shall
be punished as provided in section 143 of this title.

(e) A person providing service for which compensati& is paid under a
State or federally funded assistance program who requests, aMg receives, either
actually or constructively, any payment or contribution throMgh a payment,
assessment, gift, devise, bequest, or other means, whether directIpr indirectly,
from either a recipient of assistance from the assistance program¥gr from the
family of the recipient shall notify the Commissioner for Children and amilies
or-the-Commiissioner-of Vermont-Health-Aeeess, on a form provided bY
her the Commissioner, of the amount of the payment or contribution &d of
such other information as specified by the Commissioner for Children nd
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cOqgsummation of the agreement to make the payment or contribution. Failure
to zﬁ/ the Commissioner for Children and Families orthe-Commiissioner-of

¢ Health-Aecess within the time prescribed is punishable as provided in
section 43 of this title.

(f) R&ayment of assistance or services wrongfully obtained shall not
constitute aNgefense to or ground for dismissal of criminal charges brought
under this secRgn.

§ 142. BRINGINg NEEDY PERSON IN NEED INTO THE STATE

(a) Any persorMgvho knowingly brings or causes to be brought a needy
person in_need from &t of the state into this State for the purpose of securing
assistance for the need¥ person in_need or making him—or—her the person in
need a public charge; shy be obligated to support the needy person in need at
his-or-her the person’s owMgxpense for as long as the needy person in need or
persons dependent on the weX¥y person in need remain in the State.

(b) The Commissioner may®ring a civil action on this statute to enforce
support of the needy person in ne®] and his-er-her the person’s dependents. In
the action, the court may make anWder, which shall be subject to change by
the court from time to time as (/Mg circumstances require, directing the
defendant to pay a certain sum periodMglly to the Department for the benefit
of the needy person in need and his-or-hMgthe person’s dependents residing in
the State. The court may punish for violatiog of the order as for contempt.

§ 143. GENERAL PENALTY

(a) A person who knowingly violates a provi&on of this title for which no
penalty is specifically provided shall:

(1) if the assistance or benefits obtained pursu¥gt to a single fraudulent
scheme or a course of conduct are in violation of subs{g¢tion 141(a) erb) of
this title involving $1,000.00 or less, be fined not mor&han the amount of
assistance or benefits wrongfully obtained or be imprisonegot more than one
vear, or both;

(2) if the assistance or benefits obtained pursuant to a siMgle fraudulent
scheme or course of conduct are in violation of subsection (a) e+ of section
141 of this title and involve more than $1,000.00, be fined not mMg than an
amount equal to the assistance or benefits wrongfully obtaine® or be
imprisoned not more than three years, or both; or

(3) if the violation is under subsection te}—d); 141(d) or (e) of-seXgon
444 of this title, be fined up to $1,000.00 or up to an amount equal to twice Mg
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b) If the person convicted is receiving assistance, benefits, or payments,
the @ommissioner for Children and Families or the Commissioner of Vermont
HealtMAccess may recoup the amount of assistance or benefits wrongfully
obtaine®py reducing the assistance, benefits, or payments periodically paid to
the recipi®t, as limited by federal law, until the amount is fully recovered.
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§ 143a. CIVIL REMEDIES

(a) A person who violates siRgection 141¢e); (d); or (e) of this title with
actual knowledge may be subject to% civil suit by the Attorney General for:

(1) restitution of the amounMof assistance, benefits, or payments
wrongfully obtained;

(2) interest; and

(3) a civil penalty of up to three tim& the amount of the wrongfully
obtained assistance, benefits, or payments;, oM$500.00 per false claim; or
83500.00 for each false document submitted iMgsupport of a false claim,
whichever is greatest.

(b) The remedies provided in this section shall be'Wg addition to any other
remedies provided by law.

(c) The right to a jury trial shall attach to actions under®is section.

§ 143b. EDUCATION-ANDINFORMATION
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S 4. STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION
/) y .o i i

A Ja
AV oy U0

o1 Vo XWa' Vo¥a FoVa Ja¥ ZhEVa
G = €a v, OTV
S

K

S
S

) )

ja. pan s Wi o) hopre a ate o
G v v 2775 v

crongefidgeeotiated during anv-oneelfare period- | Repealed. |
(b) Sectio 143 of this title shall not preclude prosecution under any other
title or sectionWof this title when the alleged violation is under subsection

14 1¢e)-or (d) of (K title.
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Sec. 48. 33 V.S.A. cha®er 2 is added to read:
CHAPTER 2. DEPRRTMENT OF ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

Subchapter 1. P&icy, Organization, Powers, and Duties
§ 201. POLICY
1t is the policy of the State of Ve&mont that:

(1) Its social and child welf® programs shall provide assistance and
benefits to persons of the State in pr&en need thereof and eligible for such
assistance and benefits under the provisi&s of this title.

(2) It is the purpose of its social andhild welfare laws to establish and
support programs that contribute to the preWention of dependency and social
maladjustment and contribute to the rehabilitaMgn and protection of persons of
the State.

(3) Assistance and benefits shall be admir®gtered promptly, with due
regard for the preservation of family life, and withoiMgestriction of individual
rights or discrimination on_account of gender, race, &e, religion, ethnicity,
sexual orientation, gender identity, political affiliati®, disability status,
primary language, or place of residence within the State.

(4) Assistance and benefits shall be so administered as¥op maintain and
encourage dignity, self-respect, and self-reliance. It is the le¥§slative intent
that assistance granted shall be adequate to maintain a reasonabMystandard of
health and decency based on current cost of living indices. Notw¥hstanding
this subdivision, the Department shall amend rules that estab¥sh new
maximum Reach Up grant amounts only when the General Assembly hitaken
affirmative action to increase or decrease the Reach Up financial assis¥gnce

appropriation.
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tORassist and encourage the use by any family of all available personal and
rea¥gnable community resources to this end.

§ 202MDEFINITIONS AND CONSTRUCTION
(a) AMused in this chapter:

(1) “Md” means financial assistance.

(2) “AMstance,” when not modified by an adjective, means general
assistance or pulgc assistance, or both.

(3) “Benefit¥ means aid or commodities furnished under chapter 17 of
this title.

(4) “Commis¥ner’ _means the Commissioner of Economic
Empowerment.

(5) “Department’ meMgs the Department of Economic Empowerment.

(6) “Federal departmen® or ‘“federal agency’ means a department or
agency of the United States of Anica.

(7)  “Guardian” means a Wgal guardian appointed by a Probate
Division of the Superior Court or by ®&court in a divorce or other proceeding
or action.

(8)  “Public assistance”’ means aidWrovided by the Department under
Title 1V, XVI, or XIX of the Social Security A

(9) “Regulation’’ means a rule or regulaMgn.

(10) “Social Security Act” means the fedMgl Social Security Act and
regulations promulgated under the Act, as amended & any time.

(b) The laws relating to the Department of EconomM Empowerment and its
programs shall be construed liberally to carry out the Mlicies stated in this

chapter.
§ 203. COMPOSITION OF DEPARTMENT

The Department of Economic Empowerment, created pursud¥y to 3 V.S.A.
¢ 212 and 3098, shall consist of the Commissioner oMy Economic
Empowerment and _all divisions, councils, boards, committees, aRd offices
within the Department.

¢ 204. FUNCTION AND POWERS OF DEPARTMENT

(a) The Department shall administer all laws specifically assigned to it Rgr
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amof the following:

(1) Provide for the administration of the following programs and
servicq&:

N) aid to the aged, blind, and disabled;

BMReach Up financial assistance and support services;

(C) 1&leral Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits;

(D) GeMgral Assistance;

(E) medickassistance; and

(F) public aistance programs funded with State general funds or
the Temporary Assistanc®o Needy Families (TANF) block grant.

(2) Cooperate with iR appropriate federal agencies in receiving, to the
extent available, federal fun® in support of programs that the Department
administers.

(3) Submit plans and repor¥, adopt rules, and in other respects comply
with the provisions of the SocialSecurity Act that pertain to programs
administered by the Department.

(4)  Receive and disburse fun®s that are assigned, donated, or
bequeathed to it for charitable purposesNgr for the benefit of recipients of
assistance, benefits, or social services. ThisNubdivision shall not be construed
to require the Department to accept funds orrusts when the Commissioner,
with the approval of the Governor. considers it iNthe best interests of the State
to refuse them.

(5) Receive in trust and expend, in accordanceNith the provisions of the
trust, funds, and property assigned, donated, devised, N bequeathed to it for
charitable purposes or for the benefit of recipients of a¥istance, benefits, or
social services. Trust funds accepted by the Departm®t shall be safely
invested by the State Treasurer. Real property received inNgust may, at the
discretion of the Commissioner, be administered by the ¥Repartment of
Buildings and General Services of the Agency of AdminisMgtion.  This
subdivision shall not be construed to require the Department to acOqpt funds or
trusts when the Commissioner. with the approval of the Governor, c&gsiders it
in the best interests of the State to refuse them.

(6) Aid and assist _in _charitable work as in the judement M the
Commissioner will best promote the general welfare of the State.
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Apersons in need.

(8) Visit all institutions, homes, places, and establishments providing
room, Roard, or care to persons receiving social services or benefits from the
Departimgnt.

¢ 205. COMMISSIONER; APPOINTMENT, TERM, DUTIES, AND
POVRRS

(a) The ynmissioner may exercise the powers and perform duties
required for effecBye administration of the Department and shall determine the
policies of the DepXment.

(b) In addition to Mer duties imposed by law, the Commissioner shall:

(1) administer the Wgws assigned to the Department;

(2) fix standards andSdopt rules necessary to administer those laws and
for the custody and preservat™ of records of the Department; and

(3) _appoint all necessarMyassistants, prescribe their duties, and adopt
rules necessary to ensure that t/Ng assistants shall hold merit system status
while in the employ of the Departn®nt unless otherwise specifically provided

by law.
(c) The Commissioner or the GoMgmnor, whenever the federal law so

provides, may cooperate with the federal Sovernment in providing relief and
work relief and community work and trainin®Mrograms in the State.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision & law, the Commissioner may
delegate to any appropriate emplovee of tMg Department any of the
administrative duties and powers imposed on the Qommissioner by law, with
the exception of the duties and powers enumerat® in this section. The
delegation of authority and responsibility shall not relide the Commissioner of
accountability for the proper administration of the DeparXgent.

Subchapter 2. General Administrative Prokgsions

¢ 211. RECORDS; RESTRICTIONS; PENALTIES

(a) The names of or information pertaining to applicants forgr recipients
of assistance or benefits, including information obtained under se®on 212 of
this title, shall not be disclosed to anyone, except for the purposddirectly
connected with the administration of the Department or when required Bg law.

(b) A person shall not publish, use, disclose, or divulge any of Mgose
records for purposes not directly connected with the administration %
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a) An officer of a financial institution, as described in 8 V.S.A.
S IM0I(32); a credit union; or an independent trust company in this State,
when Yequested by the Commissioner, shall furnish the Commissioner
informa¥pn in the possession of the bank or company with reference to any
person or¥le person’s spouse who is applying for or is receiving assistance or
benefits froMythe Department.

(b) Any goWgrnmental official or agency in the State, when requested by the
Commissioner, sXgll furnish to the Commissioner information in the official’s
or agency’s posseMon with reference to aid given or money paid or to be paid
to any person or per¥n’s spouse who is applying for or is receiving assistance
or benefits from the D&artment.

(c) The Commission® of Taxes, when requested by the Commissioner of
Economic Empowerment, Md unless otherwise prohibited by federal law, shall
compare the information fuiyshed by an applicant or recipient of assistance
with the State income tax ret®ns filed by such person and shall report the
Commissioner _of Taxes’ findggs to the Commissioner of Economic
Empowerment. Each applicatio for assistance shall contain a form of
consent, executed by the applicant, Wyanting permission to the Commissioner
of Taxes to disclose such informati® to the Commissioner for Economic
Empowerment.

¢ 212a. FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS TO RURNISH INFORMATION;
ASSET VERIFICATION

(a)(1) A financial institution, when request®, by Department, shall furnish
to _the Commissioner or the Commissioner’s ®gsignee information in_the
possession of the financial institution about the ass§s of any applicant who is
applying for or is receiving assistance or benefits frofg the Department or the
applicant’s spouse. The Department shall issue instr&tions to the financial
institution detailing the nature of the request and the infXnation necessary to
satisfy the request.

(2) A financial institution or emplovee of a financial in¥tution shall not
be subject to criminal or civil liability for actions taken in accor®gnce with this
subsection.

(b)(1) Each application for assistance or benefits submiti& to the
Department shall contain a form of authorization, executed by the aMglicant,
granting authority for the Department and its authorized agents to Wptain
financial information about the applicant’s assets from financial intuitiodg in
order to verify the applicant’s eligibility for the applicable program. Mge

A LR
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i"Mitution.

(2) The Department shall ensure the applicant receives notice written in
plain Ygnguage explaining the Department’s electronic asset verification

system.

(c) In Mge event that the financial information of an applicant’s spouse is
required to Mgermine an applicant’s eligibility for a program, the Department
shall provide Wyritten notice regarding the asset verification process to the
spouse and shalMgbtain the spouse’s written authorization for the Department
and _its agents toNpbtain the spouse’s financial information from financial
institutions prior toXgequesting the spouse’s financial information from any
financial institution. he Department may determine an applicant to be
ineligible if the applicarMgs spouse refuses to provide or revokes consent.

(d) As used in this secti¥g:
(1) “Bank” has the saiMg meaning as in 8 V.S.A. § 11101.
(2) “Broker-dealer’ has Mg same meaning as in 9 V.S.A. § 5102.
(3) “Credit union’ has the s&e meaning as in 8 V.S.A. § 30101.

(4)  “Financial institution” ans any Vermont financial institution,
state financial institution, and national¥nancial institution, including a bank,
credit union, broker-dealer. investment 8visor, mutual fund, or investment

company.
(5) “Investment advisor” has the same Mganing as in 9 V.S.A. § 5102.
(6) “Mutual fund” has the same meaning M in 8 V.S.A. § 3461.

¢ 214. ALLOCATION OF PAYMENTS WHEN APPROPRIATION
INSUFFICIENT

Should the funds available for assistance be irMfficient to provide
assistance to all those eligible, the amounts of assistaRge granted in any
program or portion thereof shall be reduced equitably, in ti discretion of the
Commissioner of Economic Empowerment or the Commissi®er of Vermont
Health Access by rule.

Subchapter 3. Provisions of General Applicability
§ 221. CANCELLATION OF ASSISTANCE OR BENEFITS

If at _any time the Commissioner of Economic Empowerment ® the
Commissioner of Vermont Health Access has reason to believe that assisi®ice
or benefits have been improperly obtained, the Commissioner shall cause ¥
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gpowerment or the Commissioner of Vermont Health Access is satisfied that
theNgssistance or benefits were illegally obtained, the Commissioner shall
imm¥ately cancel them. A person having illegally obtained assistance or
benefitRshall not be eligible for reinstatement until the person’s need has been
reestablidged.

¢ 222. REOWVERY OF PAYMENTS

(a) The amgunt of assistance or benefits may be changed or cancelled at
any time if the Cqnmissioner of Economic Empowerment or the Commissioner
of Vermont Heal®g Access finds that the recipient’s circumstances have
changed. Upon grdWing assistance or benefits, the Department of Economic
Empowerment or the Repartment of Vermont Health Access shall inform the
recipient that changesN the recipient’s circumstances must be promptly
reported to the Departme

(b) When on the death oMg person receiving assistance it is found that the
recipient possessed income M property in excess of that reported to the
Department of Economic Empogrment or the Department of Vermont Health
Access, up to double the total am®ynt of assistance in excess of that to which
the recipient was lawfully entitled Mgy be recovered by the Commissioner of
Economic Empowerment or the Comimssioner of Vermont Health Access as a
preferred claim from the estate of tMg recipient. The Commissioner of
Economic Empowerment or the Commissi®%er of Vermont Health Access shall
calculate the amount of the recovery by apMying the legal interest rate to the
amount of excess recovery paid, except that ¥ge recovery shall be capped at
double the excess assistance paid.

(c) When the Commissioner of Econon¥¢ Empowerment or the
Commissioner of Vermont Health Access finds th® a recipient of benefits
received assistance in excess of that to which the recipMgt was lawfully entitled
because the recipient possessed income or property in¥xcess of Department
standards, the Commissioner of Economic Empowerment & the Commissioner
of Vermont Health Access may take actions to recover the ov&payment.

(d) In the event of recovery, an amount may be r&ained by the
Commissioner of Economic Empowerment or the Commission® of Vermont
Health Access in a special fund for use in offsetting program expeMges, and an
amount equivalent to the pro rata share to which the United States M America
is equitably entitled shall be paid promptly to the appropriate federal d%¢ncy.

¢ 224. INALIENABILITY OF ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS

All rights to and all monies or orders granted to persons as assistance s/
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axustee or other person acting on behalf of creditors.

Subchapter 4. Prohibited Practices; Penalties

¢ 241. §RAUD

(a) AWgerson who knowingly fails, by false statement, misrepresentation,
impersonatq, or other fraudulent means, to disclose a material fact used to
determine wh&her that person is qualified to receive aid or benefits under a
State or feder®y funded assistance program; or who knowingly fails to
disclose a chang®n circumstances in order to obtain or continue to receive
aid or benefits to Wch the person is not entitled or in an amount larger than
that to which the per®gn is entitled; or who knowingly aids and abets another
person_in the commiss®n of any such act shall be punished as provided in
section 143 of this title.

(b) A person who kningly uses, transfers, acquires, traffics, alters,
forges, or possesses; or whknowingly attempts to use, transfer, acquire,
traffic. alter, forge, or possess§or who knowingly aids and abets another
person _in the use, transfer, Mguisition, traffic, alteration, forgery, or
possession _of a Supplemental NuXgtion Assistance Program benefit card,
authorization for the purchase of Supglemental Nutrition Assistance Program
benefits, certificate of eligibility for mMgdical services, or State health care
program_identification card in a manr¥ not authorized by law shall be
punished as provided in section 143 of this Mle.

(c) A person who administers a State N federally funded assistance
program who fraudulently misappropriates, aMempts to misappropriate, or
aids and abets in the misappropriation of a Suppl&iental Nutrition Assistance
Program benefit, authorization for Supplemental NuXgtion Assistance Program
benefits, a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Progr®¥ benefit identification
card, certificate of eligibility for prescribed mediciMg, State health care
program_identification card, or assistance from any oth® State or federally
funded program with which the person has been entrusto or of which the
person _has gained possession by virtue of the person’s pRsition; or who
knowingly misappropriates, attempts to misappropriate, or aidsWr abets in the
misappropriation _of funds given in exchange for Supplemen®! Nutrition
Assistance Program benefits shall be punished as provided in secRon 143 of
this title.

(d) A person who knowingly files, attempts to file, or aids and abets%n the
filing of a claim for services to a recipient of benefits under a State or fede¥gl!
funded assistance program_for services that were not rendered; or 0
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sMgh a program or the recipient’s family for an amount in excess of that
proXded for by law or regulation; or who knowingly fails to credit the State or
its a¥nt for pavments received from Social Security, insurance, or other
sourcesyor who in_any way knowingly receives, attempts to receive, or aids
and abetWn the receipt of unauthorized payment as provided herein shall be
punished a¥provided in section 143 of this title.

(e) A perSgn providing service for which compensation is paid under a
State or federal® funded assistance program who requests, and receives, either
actually or consMyctively, any payment or contribution through a payment,
assessment, gift, de¥se, bequest, or other means, whether directly or indirectly,
from either a recipieM of assistance from the assistance program or from the
family of the recipi®t shall notify the Commissioner of Economic
Empowerment or the Cl%imissioner of Vermont Health Access, on a form
provided by the Commissidger. of the amount of the payment or contribution
and of such other informatio as specified by the Commissioner of Economic
Empowerment or the CommissWgner of Vermont Health Access within 10 days
after the receipt of the paym®&t or contribution or. if the payment or
contribution is to become effectivdat some time in the future, within 10 days
after the consummation of the agreeMgnt to make the payment or contribution.
Failure to notify the CommissioneMyof Economic Empowerment or the
Commissioner _of Vermont Health AMess within _the time prescribed is
punishable as provided in section 143 of t/iKg title.

(f)__Repavment of assistance or servicod wrongfully obtained shall not
constitute a defense to or ground for dismiss& of criminal charges brought
under this section.

¢ 242. BRINGING PERSON IN NEED INTO THE NJATE

(a) Any person who knowingly brings or causes tpe brought a person in
need from out of the state into this State for the purpose®f securing assistance
for the person in need or making the person in need a pMlic charge shall be
obligated to support the person in need at the person’s oW expense for as
long as the person in need or persons dependent on the persoRin need remain
in the State.

(b) The Commissioner may bring a civil action on this statuito enforce
support of the person in need and the person’s dependents. In the ¥gtion, the
court may make an order, which shall be subject to change by the coXt from
time to time as the circumstances require, directing the defendant toRay a
certain sum_periodically to the Department for the benefit of the pers in
need and the person’s dependents residing in the State. The court may pun¥
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a) A person who knowingly violates a provision of this title for which no
penMyy is specifically provided shall:

(W _if the assistance or benefits obtained pursuant to a single fraudulent
scheme M a course of conduct are in violation of subsection 241(a) or (b) of
this title iMgolving $1,000.00 or less, be fined not more than the amount of
assistance oMenefits wrongfully obtained or be imprisoned not more than one

vear, or both;

(2) if the aXistance or benefits obtained pursuant to a single fraudulent
scheme or course oRgonduct are in violation of subsection 241(a) or (b) of this
title and involve mor&ghan $1,000.00, be fined not more than an amount equal
to the assistance or bAefits wrongfully obtained or be imprisoned not more
than three years, or both\gr

(3) if the violation is Wuder subsection 241(c), (d), or (e) of this title, be
fined up to $1,000.00 or uto an amount equal to twice the amount of
assistance, benefits, or pavmentwrongfully obtained or be imprisoned for not
more than 10 years, or both.

(b) If the person convicted is re8iving assistance, benefits, or payments,
the Commissioner of Economic Empoygment or the Commissioner of Vermont
Health Access may recoup the amouniNf assistance or benefits wrongfully
obtained by reducing the assistance, benef¥gs, or payments periodically paid to
the recipient, as limited by federal law, until ®ge amount is fully recovered.

(c) If a provider of services is convicted of 8yiolation of subsection 241(d)
or (e) of this title, the Commissioner of Vermont Mgalth Access shall, within 90
days following the conviction, suspend the provideNfrom further participation
in_the medical assistance program administered und®& Title XIX of the Social
Security Act for a period of four vears. The susp®gsion required by this
subsection may be waived by the Secretary of Human Xgrvices only upon a
finding that the recipients served by the convicted proWder would suffer
substantial hardship through a denial of medical servico that could not
reasonably be obtained through another provider.

¢ 243a. CIVIL REMEDIES

(a) A person who violates subsection 241(c), (d), or (e) of thiNitle with
actual knowledge may be subject to a civil suit by the Attorney Genera®or:

(1) restitution of the amount of assistance, benefits, or payWgents
wrongfully obtained;
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oXained assistance, benefits, or payments; $500.00 per false claim; or
350 00 for each false document submitted in support of a false claim,
whicMgver is greatest.

(b) Wae remedies provided in this section shall be in addition to any other
remedies Mgovided by law.

(c) The r&ht to a jury trial shall attach to actions under this section.

Q 243b. EDUCMIION AND INFORMATION

The Departmemgof Vermont Health Access shall issue rules establishing a
procedure for healM care providers enrolled in State and federally funded
medical assistance pr&grams to obtain advisory opinions regarding coverage
and_reimbursement und® those programs. Each advisory opinion issued by
the Department of VermomMgHealth Access shall be binding on that Department
and the party or parties reqRsting the opinion only with regard to the specific
questions posed in the opinioMthe facts and information set forth in it, and the
statutes and rules specifically n¥ed in the opinion.

¢ 244. STATUTORY CONSTRUCNON

(a) Section 243 of this title shall Iy preclude prosecution under 13 V.S.A. §
1801, 1802, or 2002 when the alleged¥jolation involves forging an economic
assistance check or where duplicate eCqomic assistance checks have been
wrongfully negotiated during any one welfM period.

(b) Section 243 of this title shall not precde prosecution under any other
title or sections of this title when the allegediolation is under subsection
241(c) or (d) of this title.

Sec. 49. 33 V.S.A. § 1001 is amended to read:
$ 1001. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

% sk ok
(8)  “Commissioner” means the Commissioner #o hildren—eane
Families-or-his-or-her of Economic Empowerment or designee.
(9) “Department” means the Department for—Chitdren—and Rgmilies of
Economic Empowerment.
% sk ok

Sec. 50. 33 V.S.A. § 1101 is amended to read:

() A A an,
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8) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner for—Chitdren—and
Famili®g-or-his-or-her of Economic Empowerment or designee.

(9)\'Department” means the Department for-Chitdren-andFamilies of

Economic Mgipowerment.

% sk ok

Sec. 51. 33 V.S.As 1107 is amended to read:

§ 1107. CASE MANdGEMENT; FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PLANS;
COORDINANED SERVICES

% sk ok

(d) The Secretary of ducation, with the assistance and support of the
Commissioner fo hildrenNgnd—Families of Economic Empowerment, the
Commissioner of Disabilitie®y Aging, and Independent Living, and the
Commissioner of Labor, shalMgdevelop and implement comparable and
reciprocally recognized literacy a¥gssment protocols that will be used for all
clients seeking adult education anditeracy services, related services of the
Agency of Education; or the services & the Department of Disabilities, Aging,
and Independent Living, the Departm®&t of Labor, or the Department for
Children—and—Families of Economic Em&werment, when such services are
being sought for the purpose of developind®gr strengthening competencies or
skills related to the clients’ current or futuMg employment. Such protocols
shall, to the extent practicable, utilize the Ygme terminology and apply
comparable criteria, consistent with individiNd program purposes and
authorization, in determining when testing, other¥gandardized measurement
tools, or referrals to relevant professionals for eva¥ation or diagnosis are
appropriate.

% sk ok

Sec. 52. 33 V.S.A. § 1201 is amended to read:
§ 1201. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

% sk ok

(4)  “Commissioner” means the Commissioner #o
Families-or-his-or-her of Economic Empowerment or designee.

(5) “Department” means the Department for-Chitdren—eandFamiliesWg

QD
¢!

)
D
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SW 53. 33 V.S.A. § 1301 is amended to read:
S 13 ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS—-; GENERAL

To b&¢ligible for State aid to the aged, blind, or disabled, in addition to the
requiremeWys in sections 1301—1303 of this chapter governing eligibility for a
specific pro¥am, an individual shall:

% sk ok

(4) Not Wgve sufficient income or other resources to provide a
reasonable subsist&ce compatible with decency and health, and not be
receiving or able to¥gcure support from persons legally responsible for the

individual’s support. IMgdetermining whether the income of an applicant for or
a recipient of aid is suff¥ient, the Department for—Chitdren—-eandFeamities of
Economic Empowerment mgy disregard, within the limits of available funds,

income used to further the puRgoses of rehabilitation and self-support.
Sec. 54. 33 V.S.A. § 1306 is am@ded to read:
§ 1306. APPLICATION AND INVRSTIGATION

Applications for State aid to the &ged, blind, or dzsabled may be made at

any office of the Department for—&ildren—and—Famities of Economic

Empowerment. Upon receipt of an applicéion, the Commissioner for-Chitdren
and—Famities of Economic Empowerment ¥all investigate and prescribe the

amount of the grant to be given, if any. No Rgividual shall receive more than
one type of grant or aid under this chapter.

Sec. 55. 33 V.S.A. § 1307 is amended to read:
$ 1307. AMOUNT OF STATE AID

The amount of State aid to which an eligible individal is entitled shall be
determined with due regard to the income, resourceS§ and maintenance
available to the individual and, when an eligible indivigal lives with the
individual’s ineligible spouse or a-needy an essential person'¥g need, or both,
as defined by the Commissioner, with due regard to the needs Mthe ineligible
spouse and with due regard to the needs, income, and resourcesWf the needy
essential person in need. To the extent funds are available, aid shaRprovide a
reasonable subsistence compatible with decency and healthy The
Commissioner for-Children-andFamilies of Economic Empowerment Way by
rule fix maximum amounts of aid and take measures to ensure thdWthe
expenditures for the programs shall not exceed the funds provided for them.
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f ixing standards and adopting rules under this chapter, the Commissioner
or-Qhildren-andFamilies of Economic Empowerment shall be guided by the
statut®y standards set forth in this chapter, which standards shall not be
deemed¥gecessarily to incorporate by reference decisional or statutory law
applicabl®Xo the aid to the aged, blind, and disabled program in effect prior to
January 1, B74.

Sec. 57. 33 V.XA. § 1701 is amended to read:
$1701. SUPPLPYENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

% sk ok

(d) As used in thispapter, “Commissioner” means the Commissioner for
@]‘l—l-ldFéH—dﬁd—Fdﬂ‘l—l-l—lﬁ? ONEconomic Empowerment and “Department” means
the Department for-Chitdrgand-Feamities of Economic Empowerment.

Sec. 58. 33 V.S.A. § 1702 is Mgended to read:
$1702. PAYMENT ERROR RARZ REPORT

On or before January 1 of théWear following any federal fiscal year in
which the State of Vermont receives d¥gderal sanction for a payment error rate
greater than the federal threshold in e Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), the Department for—$iitdren—and—{tamilies of Economic
Empowerment shall report to the Sendg Committee on Appropriations
regarding:

(1) the number of households that recqed SNAP benefits and were
discovered to have an overpayment or underpaygnt in the sanction year due
to agency error, including the average amountf the overpayments and
underpayments and the total amount of each, and

(2) the Department’s specific plans for sanction r&gvestment to improve
its error rate for the next federal fiscal year and prevent saRgtion in the future.

Sec. 59. 33 V.S.A. § 1901b is amended to read:
§ 1901b. PHARMACY PROGRAM ENROLLMENT

(a) The Department of Vermont Health Access and the DePrtment for
Children—and—Famities of Economic Empowerment shall moniNg actual
caseloads, revenue, and expenditures; anticipated caseloads, reveiMe, and
expenditures, and actual and anticipated savings from implementationf the
preferred drug list, supplemental rebates, and other cost containment actimgies
in each State pharmaceutical assistance program, including VPharm. Wh

e  na s aa o —aaaaaa e e
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Sec. q). 33 V.S.A. § 2101 is amended to read:
§$ 2101 NDEFINITIONS

As usecn this chapter:

(1) ommissioner” means the Commissioner for—Chitdren—and
Families of Ec8gomic Empowerment.

k sk ok

Sec. 61. 33 V.S.A. $R103 is amended to read:
§2103. ELIGIBILIT

(a) Consistent with aglable appropriations, the Department for-Chitdren
and—Families of EconomiNEmpowerment shall furnish General Assistance
under this chapter, except as Bgovided in this section, to any otherwise eligible
individual unable to provide tIR necessities of life for the individual and for
those whom the individual is leg®y obligated to support. Except for those in
catastrophic situations as defined¥q rules, no General Assistance shall be
provided in the following situations:

(1) to any individual whose in&me from any source, including the

Department for-Children-and-Famities of%conomic Empowerment, during the

30 days immediately preceding the date on¥hich assistance is sought is equal
to the General Assistance eligibility standard Ngnd

(2) to any able-bodied individual without¥ginor dependents included in
his-er-her the individual’s application.

% sk ok

(e) As used in this section, “able-bodied individu®{’ does not include a
person subject to such conditions as are determin®, by rule of the

Commissioner for—Chitdren—and—Families of Economic N mpowerment, to

constitute barriers to employment.
(f) [Repealed.]
Sec. 62. 33 V.S.A. § 2114 is amended to read:
§2114. RENTAL OR MORTGAGE ARREARAGE PROGRAM

(a) The Department for-Chitdren-and{tamilies of Economic Empow&ment

shall provide up to three months of rental or mortgage arrearage assistan®g to
eligible families. Assistance under this section is not an entitlement and si¥l
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S 63. 33 V.S.A. § 2115 is amended to read:
$2IM. GENERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM REPORT

On Mbefore September 1 of each year, the Commissioner for-Children—and
Families 8 Economic Empowerment shall submit a written report to the Joint
Fiscal Congittee, the House Committees on Appropriations, on General; and
Housing—anXMilitary—Affairs, and on Human Services; and the Senate
Committees onNdppropriations and on Health and Welfare. The report shall
contain the follovRg:

% sk ok

Sec. 64. 33 V.S.A. § 2% is amended to read:
§2301. BURIAL RESPOXSIBILITY
ok ok
(d) As used in this chapter:

(1) “Burial” means the fiMgl disposition of human remains, including
interring or cremating a decedent ®d the ceremonies directly related to that
cremation or interment at the gravesit8

(2) “Department” means the DepRgtment for—Chitdren-andFamilies of

Economic Empowerment.

(3) “Funeral” means the ceremoni® prior to burial by interment,
cremation, or other method.

Sec. 65. 33 V.S.A. § 2607 is amended to read:
$2607. PAYMENTS TO FUEL SUPPLIERS

% sk ok

(g)(1) The Public Utility Commission shall require n&ural gas suppliers
subject to regulation under 30 V.S.A. § 203 to provide a di%gount program to
customers with incomes #e not greater than 200 percent of th&federal poverty

level or who meet the Department for—Chitdren—and—Familiesqof Economic
Empowerment’s means test of eligibility for LIHEAP crisis fuél asszstance
Eligibility for the discount shall be verified by the Department fMChitdre
and-Families of Economic Empowerment.

ok ok

Sec. 66. 33 V.S.A. § 3901 is amended to read:
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(1) “Order of support” means any judgment or order for the support of
dep®gdent children issued by any court of the State of Vermont or another state
or an Yder under an administrative proceeding of another state, including an
order in¥g final decree of divorce.

(2) ustodial parent” means any person with whom a dependent child
actually resMes, whether or not the parent is receiving public assistance
benefits underSghapter 11 of this title, or the Commissioner for Children and
Families if the N¥ependent child is under the care and control of that the
Department for CINdren and Families.

(3) “Departn®gt” means the Vermont Department for—Children—and
Families of Economic Bgipowerment.

% sk ok

Sec. 67. 33 V.S.A. § 3902 is §nended to read:

$3902. ASSIGNMENT OF SURPORT RIGHTS BY PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
RECIPIENTS; PROCEPRINGS TO ESTABLISH SUPPORT
OBLIGATION

(a) As a condition of eligibility public assistance, each applicant or
recipient shall assign to the DeparMgent any right to support from a
responsible parent that has accrued at th&ime of the assignment and that the
applicant may have in the applicant’s owpehalf or on behalf of any other
family member for whom the applicant is appMgng or receiving assistance.

(b) An assignment in effect under this se@jon shall be subject to the
provisions of section 4106 of this title.

(c) Whenever a support obligation is in effect ag®ust a responsible parent
for the benefit of a dependent child or a custodial paMgnt, payments required
under the support obligation shall be sent to the Office MChild Support upon
notice to the responsible parent, without further order of Mg court. When an
assignment is in effect pursuant to subsection (a) of this secRgn, any amounts
accrued under the support obligation as of the date of assighgent, and any
amount accruing while the assignment is in effect, shall be &ing to and

payable to the Department for-Chitdren-andFamilies without furtRgr order of

the court.

% sk ok

(e) If a support order has been entered and the legal custodian and obRgee
relinquishes physical responsibility of the child to a caretaker withdt
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&gch Up famzly asszstance from the Department ﬁi"—@i‘l—l%ﬁh‘ﬁ‘l—d-l‘l-d—Ft%‘l—lﬁEf
T h obligor’s obligation under the support order to pay child support and

medi®l support continues but shall be payable to the Olffice of Child Support
upon tiM caretaker’s receipt of Reach Up family assistance and shall continue
so for asWgng as the assignment is in effect. The Office of Child Support shall
notify the ®ligor and obligee under the support order, by first-class mail at
last known aress, of the change of payee.

Sec. 68. 33 V.S § 3903 is amended to read:
$3903. CHILD S&PPORT DEBT

(a) Except as oth&wise provided in this section, any payment of Reach Up
financial assistance mMe to or for the benefit of a dependent child creates a

debt due and owing to %e Department for—Children—and—Famities by any

responsible parent in an aWgount equal to the amount of Reach Up financial
assistance paid.

(b) Collection of child supXprt debts shall be made as provided by this
section and section 3902 of this ti®g and by 15 V.S.A. chapter 11, subchapter 7.
Regardless of the amount of Reach ¥ financial assistance paid, the court may
limit the child support debt, takzng irMg consideration the criteria of 15 V.S.A.
§ 659. The Department for-Chitdren-aRgFamilies and the responsible parent
may limit the child support debt by stipultion, which shall be enforceable on
its terms unless it is modified.

Sec. 69. TRANSFER OF RULEMAKING AUNJORITY;, TRANSFER OF
RULES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF D¢ ONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT

(a) The statutory authority to adopt the followin®ules by the Department
for Children and Families adopted under 3 V.S.A. cMgpter 25 is transferred
from the Department for Children and Families tOthe Department of
Economic Empowerment:

(1) Child Support Guidelines (CVR 13-161-001);
(2) OCS Administrative Review (CVR 13-161-002);
(3) _Reach First Program (CVR 13-170-210);

(4) Reach Up (CVR 13-170-220),

(5) Reach Up Services (CVR 13-170-230);

(6) Postsecondary Education (CVR 13-170-240);

DRDogb Adboad 8, () ()) .
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(9) Assistance to the Aged, Blind, or Disabled (CVR 130-170-270);
10) Emergency Assistance (CVR 130-170-280);
Fuel (CVR 130-170-290); and
(12)WRefugee Cash Assistance (CVR 130-170-300).

(b) All Myes listed in subsection (a) of this section adopted by the
Department foRChildren and Families under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 prior to
July 1, 2024 sh®] be deemed the rules of the Department of Economic
Empowerment an® remain in _effect until amended or repealed by the
Department of EconOic Empowerment pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25.

(c) The Department®f Economic Empowerment shall provide notice of the
transfer _to the SecretdW of State and the Legislative Committee on
Administrative Rules in acc¥&dance with 3 V.S.A. § 848(d)(2).

* % * Parent®, Leave Benefit Program * * *

may be used sequentially

eave or parental leave
§ 2001, or boMa, shall not extend the

leave benefits provided pursud
but not concurrently. Utilizatio
benefits provided pursuant to 33 V.
leave provided herein by this section.

& sk ok

Sec. 71. 33 V.S.A. chapter 20 is added to read:
CHAPTER 20. PARENTAL LEAVE BENE
§ 2001. PARENTAL LEAVE BENEFIT PROGRAM

(a)(1) An eligible parent who is employed prior to the birth WgadoRtion
a child and who intends to return to employment either with the sa % oyer
or a new emplover afier a parental leave may apply to the DeparMgM
Children and Families to receive a parental leave benefit for up to 12
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- e
he parental leave benefit established in this section. The benefits provided
pXsuant to this section shall be available for leaves that begin on or after
Jankary 1, 2024.

R)(4) The weekly benefit provided to an eligible parent shall be
3600.008y the average weekly wage of the eligible parent during the six month
period pré®eding the commencement of the leave, whichever is less.

(B) X he benefit amount shall be calculated in increments of one full
day, which shalbe one-fifth of the eligible parent’s weekly benefit amount.

(3) The bewgefit shall be paid by the Department to the eligible parent
within 14 days aft®& the Department approves the parent’s application or
within 14 days after iMg parental leave begins, whichever is last occurring, and
subsequent payments sl be made biweekly.

(4) The parental ledM¢ for which the eligible parent may receive benefits
shall be a single, continuoubperiod ending within one vear after the date on
which the child was born or pMgced with the eligible parent for adoption.

(b)(1) The Department shall ¥evelop an application for the parental leave
benefit using a simple, plain-lanculge format, which shall be available in both
electronic and paper formats.

(2)  The Department shall d&elop and make available on the
Department’s website _information andWmaterials to educate the public
regarding the availability of the parental le8e benefit and the requirements to
obtain the benefit.

(c)(1) To receive the parental leave benefit, akeligible parent shall submit:

(A) an application;

(B) a signed certification from the eligible p&ent’s employer that the
eligible parent is currently employed by the employver owas employed by the
emplover within 30 days prior to the beginning of the paroWal leave; and

(C) a statement of intent to return to emploviMgnt or seek new
employment following the parental leave.

(2) An eligible parent may submit an application wit the signed
certification and statement of intent to the Department in anticidgtion of a
birth or the initial placement of a child for adoption or during th&eligible
parent’s parental leave. The Department shall provide retroactive payiMgnts to
an eligible parent provided the completed application, signed certificatioMgand
statement of intent are received not more than eight weeks after the [Mgye

DCOUTN.
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r®lacement for a leave taken pursuant to 21 V.S.A. § 472 or the federal
FaMly and Medical Leave Act, 29 U.S.C. §§ 2611-2654.

W) The receipt of benefits paid pursuant to this section shall not extend
the leaMg provided pursuant to 21 V.S.A. § 472 or the federal Family and
Medical '&ave Act.

(3) NMhing in this section shall be construed to alter the job protection
and _employm-related rights provided pursuant to 21 V.S.A. § 472 or the
federal Family Wnd Medical Leave Act or to provide job protection or
employment-relato® rights that are in addition to the rights provided pursuant
to those laws.

(e) As used in this SXction:

(1) “Eligible pareM.’ means an_individual whose annual gross family
income is not more than 60 percent of the current federal poverty level and
who is either:

(A) the parent of a chiM born within the preceding 12 months; or

(B) an individual with win the initial placement of a child 10 vears
of age or younger for purposes of agption has occurred within the preceding
12 months.

(2) “Parent’ means an individual Wo:

(A) is a parent to a child, regard|®&s of whether the relationship is a
biological, adoptive, or step relationship; or

(B) has dav-to-day responsibilities to c®e for and financially support
a child.

(3) “Parental leave”’ means a leave of absenc&from employment by an
eligible parent following:

(A) the birth of the eligible parent’s child; or

(B) the initial placement of a child 10 vears of ag®&or younger with
the eligible parent for purposes of adoption.

Sec. 72. 33 V.S.A. § 2002 is amended to read:
§2001. PARENTAL LEAVE BENEFIT PROGRAM

(a)(1) An eligible parent who is employed prior to the birth or adoWion of
a child and who intends to return to employment either with the same em®¥oyer
or a new employer after a parental leave may apply to the Departmer® of
@hi%dlﬁe—aﬁd—lzaﬁﬁkes Economic Empowerment to receive a parental led¥g

U O 77 % O az vaz = YV 2% v Ct O
S S S




BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.56
2023 Page 168 of 191

sgegl e the parental leave benefit established in this
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Sec. 70. 2NJ.S.A. § 472 is amended to read.:
§472. LEAVN

& sk ok

(b) During thJeave, at the employee’s option, the employee may use
accrued sick leave oMyvacation leave, or any other accrued paid leave, not to
exceed six weeks. In [ of using sick leave, vacation leave, or other accrued
paid leave, an employeeWgay use parental leave benefits provided pursuant to
33 V.S.A. §2201 not to eMgeed 12 weeks. Accrued paid leave and parental
leave benefits provided purstgnt to 33 V.S.A. § 2201 may be used sequentially
but not concurrently. Utiliz®on of accrued paid leave or parental leave
benefits provided pursuant to IWNV.S.A. § 2201, or both, shall not extend the
leave provided herein by this sectio

& 3k

Sec. 71. 33 V.S.A. chapter 22 is added i&ead:
CHAPTER 22. PARENTAL LEAXE BENEFIT PROGRAM
§ 2201. PARENTAL LEAVE BENEFIT PROORAM

(a)(1)(A) An eligible parent may apply to th&Department for Children and
Families to receive a parental leave benefit for 1 to 12 weeks during which
the eligible parent is caring for the child and una®e to work if the eligible

parent is:

(i) either employed or self-employed prior tOhe birth or adoption

of a child: and

(ii) intends to either:

(1) return to employment or self-employment aft® the parental

leave; or

(ll) seek new employment or self-employment after th&parental

leave.

(B) Only one eligible parent in a two-parent household shall 8p!
for and receive the parental leave benefit established in this section.

— [ o
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(2)(4) The weekly benefit provided to an eligible parent shall be
360M00 or the average weekly wage or self-employment income of the eligible
parenNguring the six month period preceding the commencement of the leave,
whiche is less.

M. The benefit amount shall be calculated in increments of one full
day, which sMgll be one-fifth of the eligible parent’s weekly benefit amount.

(3) The Wenefit shall be paid by the Department to the eligible parent
within 14 days Xer the Department approves the parent’s application or
within 14 days afteMghe parental leave begins, whichever is last occurring, and
subsequent payments¥all be made biweekly.

(4) The parental Rave for which the eligible parent may receive benefits
shall be a single, continu®s period ending within one vear after the date on
which the child was born orlaced with the eligible parent for adoption.

(b)(1) The Department sha¥ develop an application for the parental leave
benefit using a simple, plain-lan®age format, which shall be available in both
electronic and paper formats.

(2)  The Department shall Ngevelop and make available on the
Department’s website _information aRgd materials to educate the public
regarding the availability of the parental¥gave benefit and the requirements to
obtain the benefit.

(c)(1) To receive the parental leave benefitan eligible parent shall submit:

(A) an application;

(B) either:

(i) _a signed certification from the eligibl&parent’s employer that
the eligible parent is currently employed by the employ® or was employed by
the emplover within 30 days prior to the beginning of the Mrental leave; or

(i) proof of self-employment income earned in V&mont during the
prior calendar vear or._if the individual did not earn self-empAyment income
in Vermont during the prior calendar year, proof of self-emploWnent income
earned in Vermont during the current calendar year; and

(C) a statement of intent to return to emplovment or self-enMloyment
or to seek new employment or self-employment following the parental [O¥e.

(2) An eligible parent may submit an application and other reqMyed
materials to the Department in anticipation of a birth or the initial placem®t

1)
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t/Mg completed application and other required materials are received not more
thaMeight weeks after the leave began.

(d) Benefits paid pursuant to this section _may be used as wage
replacegnt for a leave taken pursuant to 21 V.S.A. § 472 or the federal
Family ar Medical Leave Act, 29 U.S.C. §§ 2611-2654.

(2) T receipt of benefits paid pursuant to this section shall not extend
the leave proded pursuant to 21 V.S.A. § 472 or the federal Family and
Medical Leave A

(3) Nothing W this section shall be construed to alter the job protection
and_employment-reldMgd rights provided pursuant to 21 V.S.A. § 472 or the
federal Family and Medical Leave Act or to provide job protection or
employment-related righMythat are in addition to the rights provided pursuant
to those laws.

(e) As used in this section.

(1) “Eligible parent” me®us an_individual whose annual gross family
income is not more than 600 perogut of the current federal poverty level and
who is either:

(A) the parent of a child born%ithin the preceding 12 months; or

(B) an individual with whom th&nitial placement of a child 10 vears
of age or younger for purposes of adoption®as occurred within the preceding
12 months.

(2) “Parent’ means an individual who:

(A) is a parent to a child, regardless of V&ether the relationship is a
biological, adoptive, or step relationship; or

(B) has day-to-dayv responsibilities to care for &&d financially support
a child.

(3) “Parental leave” means a leave of absence from eMplovment or self-
employment by an eligible parent following:

(A) the birth of the eligible parent’s child; or

(B) the initial placement of a child 10 vears of age or yowuger with
the eligible parent for purposes of adoption.

Sec. 72. 33 V.S.A. § 2201 is amended to read:
§2201. PARENTAL LEAVE BENEFIT PROGRAM
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tON] 2 weeks during which the eligible parent is caring for the child and unable
to WRrk if the eligible parent is:

* % %
or leaves Mt begin on or after January 1, 2024 [Repealed. ]

* ¥ ¥ Appropriations * * *
Sec. 73. APPROPNATIONS

(a) In fiscal year 024, $90.000,000.00 is appropriated from the General
Fund to the Departmen®or Children and Families for the purpose of funding
the Child Care FinanciaMgdssistance Program pursuant to Secs. 2—4b of this
act and the parental leave b¥&efit pursuant to Secs. 70—71 of this act.

(b) In fiscal vear 2024, M50.000.00 is appropriated to Building Bright
Futures for consultation and tra’gition assistance services required pursuant to
Secs. 6 and 13 of this act.

(c) In fiscal year 2024, the amou¥y of $6,504,916.00 is appropriated from
the General Fund to the DepartiMgnt of Taxes to be used for the
implementation of the Child Care and Pa%ntal Leave Contribution pursuant to
32 V.S.A. chapter 246 created by this act.

* * 3k Fffective DatoRg* * *
Sec. 74. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of thiNgection, this act shall take
effect on July 1, 2023, with the Department for Chil®gn and Families making
child care subsidies available to Vermont residents wiR have an immigration
status for which Child Care Financial Assistance Progra® participation is not
available pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 3552 beginning on JulyY, 2024, subject to
fiscal year 2025 appropriations for this purpose.

(b)(1) Secs. 1b and Ic (relating to an additional Deputy S¥&retary within
the Agency of Education) shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(2) Sec. 2 (Child Care Financial Assistance Program; eligibi/M), Sec. 3
(provider rate adjustment; Child Care Financial Assistance Programm Sec. 4
(pavment to providers for school age children); Sec. 4a (payment to progiders
for children birth through four years of age; high quality incentive progn
and Sec. 4b (High-Quality Early Care and Education Special Fund) shall t®e
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(3) Notwithsitging 1 V.S.A. § 214, Sec. 14 (repeals; child tax credit)
shall take effect retroacitmgly on January 1, 2023 and shall apply to taxable
vears beginning on and after Mguary 1, 2023.

(4) Sec. 15, 32 V.S.A. chaMg 246, (child care and parental leave
contribution) shall take effect on July 1, M24.

8 (5) Secs. 17—69 (relating to the reoro®gjzation of the Department for
Children _and Families and creation of the Mgpartment of Economic
Empowerment) shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

™ (6) Secs. 7071 (relating to the parental leave benei™Mgrogram) shall
take effect on January 1, 2024.

"™ (7) Sec. 72 (parent leave benefit program) shall take effect on W [

* ** Legislative Intent * * *
Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

It is the intent of the General Assembly that investments in _and policy
changes to Vermont'’s child care system shall:

(1) increase access to and the quality of child care services throughout
the State;

(2) provide financial stability to child care programs;

(3) stabilize Vermont’s talented child care workforce;

(4) address the workforce needs of the State’s employers; and

(5) provide policy recommendations for expanding access and capacity
in Vermont’s prekindergarten system.

* * * Prekindergarten * * *

Sec. 2. PREKINDERGARTEN EDUCATION STUDY COMMITTEE;
REPORT

(a) _Creation. There is created the Prekindergarten Education Study
Committee to make recommendations on how to improve and expand
accessible, affordable, and high-quality prekindergarten education.

(b) Membership. The Committee shall be composed of the following
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members:

(1) the Secretary of Education or designee, who shall serve as chair;

(2) the Secretary of Human Services or designee;

(3) the Executive Director of the Vermont Principals’ Association or
designee;

(4) the Executive Director of the Vermont Superintendents Association
or designee;

(5) the Executive Director of the Vermont School Board Association or
designee;

(6) the Executive Director of the Vermont National Education
Association or designee;

(7) the Chair of the Vermont Council of Special Education
Administrators or designee;

(8)  the Executive Director of the Vermont Curriculum Leaders
Association or designee;

(9) the Executive Director of Building Bright Futures or designee;

(10) a representative of a prequalified private provider as defined in 16
V.S.A. § 829, operating a licensed center-based child care and preschool
program, appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(11) a representative of a prequalified private provider as defined in 16
V.S.A. § 829, operating a regulated family child care home, appointed by the
Committee on Committees;

(12) the Head Start Collaboration Office Director or designee;

(13) the Executive Officer of Let’s Grow Kids or designee; and

(14) a family representative with a prekindercarten-age child, appointed
by the Building Bright Futures Council.

(c) Powers and duties. The Committee shall examine the delivery of
prekindergarten education in Vermont and make recommendations for
expanding equitable access for all children three and four years of age in a
manner _that achieves the best outcomes for children, whether through the
current _mixed-delivery system, the public school system, the private
prekindergarten system, or a system that allows school districts to contract
with private providers.  The Committee shall also examine and make
recommendations on_the changes necessary to provide prekindergarten
education to all children three and four years of age through the public school
system, including a timeline and transition plan for such changes. In
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conducting its analysis, the Committee shall address the following topics and
questions, which may vield distinct recommendations for children three and
four years of age:

(1) Outcomes and quality.

(A) What are the benchmarks for “high quality’ in prekindergarten
education?

(B) How should best practices be implemented and measured across
various prekindergarten education settings?

(2) Capacity and demand.

(4) How many children, by age, does the current mixed-delivery
system _have the capacity to serve? In studving this issue, the Committee shall
consider the number of children on waitlists and the number of vacancies in

programs.

(B) What are the workforce requirements to expand prekindergarten
education? In studying this question, the Committee may consider:

(i) _whether there is a gap between the total number of licensed
teachers currently working and the number needed for expansion;

(ii) _whether there is a gap between the total prekindergarten
education workforce, including paraeducators, and the number needed for
expansion,; and

(iii) _the educational and training costs associated with training
and retaining the workforce necessary for expansion?

(C) __If prekindergarten education in_the public school system is
provided solely to children four vears of age, what is the impact on the
capacity and workforce of private prekindergarten providers?

(D) If prekindercarten education for children who are four yvears of
age is provided exclusively through the public school system, how will infant
capacity in private child care providers be impacted?

(E) Are there areas of the State where prekindercarten education can
be more effectively and conveniently furnished in an adjacent state due to
geographic considerations?

(3) Special education.

(A) How many children three and four vears of age are currently on
individual education programs receiving services in_public _and private

settings?

(B) Are children three and four vears of age on individual education
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plans receiving the full range of services that they are entitled to?

(C) Does the availability or cost of special education services vary
between private and public prequalified providers?

(4) Public school expansion.

(4) What infrastructure changes are necessary to expand
prekindergarten education?

(B) How would the current prekindergarten education mixed-delivery
system transition to a program within the public school system?

(C) What capacity needs to be built for developmentally appropriate
afterschool and out-of-school-time care?

(D) Are changes needed to existing health and safety standards for
public schools to accommodate children three and four vears of age?

(5) Funding and costs.

(A)  What are fiscally strategic options to sustain _and expand
universal prekindergarten education?

(B) What is the financial and business impact on regulated private
child care providers if the prekindergarten system transitions to public schools
or is expanded bevond the current 10-hour program?

(C)  What, if anv, changes need to be made to pupil weights for
prekindergarten students?

(D) What, if any, changes need to be made to tuition rates for private
prekindergarten programs?

(6) Oversight.

(A)  What additional Agency of Education personnel or resources
would be needed to oversee an expansion of the current prekindergarten
education system under either a mixed-delivery model, a public school system
model, or _a system that allows school districts to contract with private

providers?
(B)  What additional Agency of Human Services personnel or

resources would be needed to oversee an expansion of the current mixed-
delivery model or a private prekindergarten system?

(C) Whether additional leadership capacity is needed at the Agency
of Education to address early childhood education, and if so, how should the
leadership capacity be expanded?

(d) Assistance. The Committee shall have the administrative, technical,
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fiscal, and legal assistance of the Agencies of Education and of Human

Services. If the Agencies are unable to provide the Committee with adequate
support to assist with its technical, fiscal, or legal needs, then the Agency of
Education shall retain a contractor with the necessary expertise to assist the
Committee.

(e) Report. On or before December 1, 2023, the Committee shall submit a
written report to the House Committees on Education and on Human Services
and the Senate Committees on Education and on Health and Welfare with its
findings and recommendations based on the analysis conducted pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section. The report shall include draft legislative
language to support the Committee’s recommendations.

(f) _Meetings.

(1) The Secretary of Education or designee shall call the first meeting of
the Committee to occur on or before July 15, 2023.

(2) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(3) The Committee shall cease to exist on February 1, 2024.

(2) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Committee who are
not employees of the State of Vermont and who are not otherwise compensated
or reimbursed for their attendance shall be entitled to per diem compensation
and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than
10 meetings per year. _These payments shall be made from monies
appropriated to the Agency of Education.

(h) Appropriations.

(1) The sum of $5,000.00 is appropriated to the Agency of Education
from the General Fund in fiscal year 2024 for per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses for members of the Committee.

(2)  The sum of $100,000.000 is appropriated to the Agency of
Education from the General Fund in fiscal vear 2024 for the cost of retaining a
contractor as provided under subsection (d) of this section.

(3) Any unused portion of these appropriations shall, as of July 1, 2024,
revert to the General Fund.

* * % Child Care and Child Care Subsidies * * *
Sec. 3. 33 V.S.A. § 3512 is amended to read:

§3512. CHILD CARE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;
ELIGIBILITY

(a)(1) The Child Care Financial Assistance Program is established to
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subsidize, to the extent that funds permit, the costs of child care for families
that need child care services in order to obtain employment, to retain
employment, or to obtain training leading to employment. Families seeking
employment shall be entitled to participate in the Program for up to three
months and the Commissioner may further extend that period.

(2) The subsidy authorized by this subsection shall be established by the
Commissioner, by rule, and shall bear a reasonable relationship to income and
family size. Families shall be found eligible using an income eligibility scale
based on the current federal poverty level and adjusted for the size of the
family. Co-payments shall be assigned to the whole family and shall not
increase if more than one eligible child is enrolled in child care. Families with
an annual gross income of less than or equal to 150 185 percent of the current
federal poverty guidelines shall not have a family co-payment. Families with
an annual gross income up to and including 356 600 percent of current federal
poverty guidelines, adjusted for family size, shall be eligible for a subsidy
authorized by the subsection. The scale shall be structured so that it
encourages employment. If the federal poverty guidelines decrease in a given
vear, the Division shall maintain the previous year’s federal poverty guidelines
for the purpose of determining eligibility and benefit amount under this
subsection.

(3) Earnings deposited in a qualified child education savings account,
such as the Vermont Higher Education Investment Plan, established in
16 V.S.A. § 2877, or any similar plan qualified under 26 U.S.C. § 529, shall be
disregarded in determining the amount of a family’s income for the purpose of
determining continuing eligibility.

(4) After-September—30—2021—a A regulated center-based child care

program or family child care home as defined by the Department in rule shall
not receive funds pursuant to this subsection that are in excess of the usual and
customary rate for services at the center-based child care program or family
child care home.

(5) The Department shall ensure that applications for the Child Care
Financial Assistance Program use a simple, plain-language format.
Applications shall be available in both electronic and paper formats.

& sk ok

Sec. 4. PROVIDER RATE ADJUSTMENT; CHILD CARE FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

On January 1, 2024, the Department for Children and Families shall
provide a one-time adjustment to the child care provider reimbursement rates
in_the Child Care Financial Assistance Program for child care services
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provided to children from birth through four vears of age, including children
five years of age who are not yet enrvolled in kindergarten. The adjusted

reimbursement rate shall account for the age of the children served and be
38.5 percent higher than the fiscal vear 2023 five-STAR reimbursement rate in
the Vermont STARS system. All providers in the same child care setting
category shall receive an identical reimbursement rate payment, which shall be
dependent upon whether the provider operates a regulated child care center
and preschool program or regulated family child care home.

Sec. 5. APPROPRIATION; CHILD CARE FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(a) In addition to fiscal year 2024 funds appropriated for the Child Care
Financial Assistance Program _in other acts, in fiscal year 2024,
345,300.000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department for
Children and Families’ Child Development Division for the program eligibility
expansion _in Sec. 3 of this act and for the fiscal year 2024 provider rate
adjustment in Sec. 4 of this act.

(b) In addition to fiscal year 2024 funds appropriated for the
administration _of the Department for Children and Families’ Child
Development Division in other acts, in fiscal year 2024, $6,000.000.00 is
appropriated from the General Fund to the Division to administer the Child
Care Financial Assistance Program eligibility expansion in Sec. 3 of this act
and for the fiscal year 2024 provider rate adjustment in Sec. 4 of this act.

Sec. 6. READINESS PAYMENTS AND GRANTS; CHILD CARE FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(a)(1) In fiscal year 2024, $25,000,000.00 is appropriated from the
General Fund to the Department for Children and Families’ Child
Development Division for the purpose of providing payments and grants to
child care providers, as defined in 33 V.S.A. § 3511, delivering child care
services to children birth through four yvears of age, including children five
vears of age who are not yet enrolled in kindergarten, in preparation of the
Child Care Financial Assistance Program eligibility expansion in Sec. 3 of this
act and for the fiscal year 2024 provider rate adjustment in Sec. 4 of this act.
Readiness payments and grants may be used for workforce recruitment or
retention bonuses, or both; child care facility improvement; and any other uses
approved by the Commissioner.

(2) Of'the funds appropriated in subdivision (1) of this subsection, up to
five percent may be used to contract with a third party to provide technical
assistance to child care providers to build or maintain capacity and to provide
information on the opportunities and requirements of this act.
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(b) In administering the readiness grant program established by this
section, the Division may either use the same distribution framework used to
distribute Child Care Development Block Grant funds in accordance with the
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 or it may utilize an alternative distribution
ramework.

(c) The Commissioner shall provide a status report on the distribution of
readiness grants to the to the Joint Fiscal Committee at its November 2023

meeting.
Sec. 7. 33 V.S.A. § 3514 is amended to read:

§ 3514. PAYMENT TO PROVIDERS FOR SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN

(a) The Commissioner shall establish a payment schedule for purposes of
reimbursing providers for full- or part-time child care services to children over
four years of age, excluding children five years of age who are not yet enrolled
in_kindergarten, rendered to families who participate in the programs
established under section 3512 or 3513 of this title. Payments established
under this section shall reflect the following considerations: whether the
provider operates a licensed child care facility or a registered family child care
home, type of service provided, cost of providing the service, and the
prevailing market rate for comparable service. Payments shall be based on

enrollment
Division.
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Sec. 8. 33 V.S.A. § 3515 is added to read:

¢ 3515. PAYMENT TO PROVIDERS FOR CHILDREN BIRTH THROUGH
FOUR YEARS OF AGE

(a) The Commissioner shall establish a payment schedule that accounts for
the age of the children served for the purpose of reimbursing providers for full-
or part-time child care services to children from birth through four years of
age, including children five years of age who are not vet enrolled in
kindergarten, rendered to families who participate in the programs established
under section 3512 or 3513 of this title. All providers in the same child care
setting category shall receive an identical reimbursement rate payment, which
shall be dependent upon whether the provider operates a regulated child care
center and preschool program or regulated family child care home. The rate
used to reimburse providers shall be increased over the previous vear’s rate
annually on July 1 in alignment with the most recent annual average wage
growth for NAICS code 611, Educational Services, not to fall below zero
percent. Payments shall be based on enrollment.
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(b) The Commissioner may establish a separate payment schedule for child
care providers who have received training, approved by the Commissioner,
relating to protective or family support services.

Sec. 9. 33 V.S.A. § 3516 is added to read:
§3516. CHILD CARE QUALITY AND CAPACITY INCENTIVE PROGRAM

(a) The Commissioner shall establish a child care quality and capacity
incentive program for child care providers participating in the Child Care
Financial Assistance Program pursuant to 33 V.S.A. §$ 3512 and 3513
and delivering child care services to children birth through four years of age,
including children who are five vears old and not yet enrolled in kindergarten.
Annually, consistent with funds appropriated for this purpose, the
Commissioner shall provide each child care provider with a base incentive
payment dependent upon the child care provider’s child care setting category.
A child care provider’s base incentive payment shall be supplemented for each
of the following achievements:

(1) completing a Commissioner-approved training on_protective or
family support services;

(2) maintaining five STARS in the Vermont STARS system;
(3) achieving an increased STAR level in the Vermont STARS system;

(4) maintaining existing infant and toddler capacity;

(5) increasing infant and toddler capacity;

(6) establishing capacity in regions of the State that are identified by the
Commissioner as underserved; and

(7) _any other quality- or capacity-specific criteria identified by the
Commissioner:

(b) The Commissioner shall maintain a current incentive payment schedule
on the Department’s website.

Sec. 10. 33 V.S.A. § 3517 is added to read.:
§ 3517. CHILD CARE WAITLIST AND APPLICATION FEES

A child care provider shall not charge an application or waitlist fee for
child care services where the applying child qualifies for the Child Care
Financial Assistance Program pursuant to section 3512 or 3513 of this title. A
child care provider shall reimburse an individual who is charged an
application or waitlist fee for child care services if it is later determined that
the applying child qualified for the Child Care Financial Assistance Program
at the time the fee or fees were paid.
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Sec. 11. PROVIDER COMPENSATION AND TOTAL COST OF CARE;
RECOMMENDATIONS

(a) On or before November 1, 2023, the Department for Children and
Families, in consultation with the Department of Labor. the Agency of
Education, Building Bright Futures, and the Vermont Association for the
Education of Young Children, shall submit a report to the House Committee on
Human Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare
addressing the following:

(1) whether and how to integrate a tiered professional pay scale for
professionals who provide child care services as part of the Child Care
Financial Assistance Program,

(2) the structure of tiered professional pay scales for professionals who
provide child care services that have been implemented in other jurisdictions,
including in New Mexico and the District of Columbia; and

(3) the appropriate legal mechanism to implement any approved tiered
professional pay scale for professionals who provide child care services,
including consideration of statute, rule, departmental guidance, or some other
appropriate mechanism.

(b) On or before November 1, 2024, the Department for Children and
Families, in consultation with the Department of Labor. the Agency of
Education, Building Bright Futures, and the Vermont Association for the
Education of Young Children, shall submit to the House Committee on Human
Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare:

(1) A tiered professional pay scale for professionals who provide child
care services as defined in 33 V.S A. § 3511 that is designed to provide
professionals who provide child care services with compensation comparable
to that received by early childhood educators in Vermont’s public school
system who serve children from prekindergarten through grade three. The
tiered professional pay scale shall account for professionals’ credentialing and
professional child care experience and shall include the addition of an
appropriate fringe benefit rate. In developing the tiered professional pay
scale, the Department for Children and Families shall refer to the child care
and early childhood education financing study required pursuant to 2021 Acts
and Resolves No. 45, Sec. 14.

(2) A formula to calculate the total cost of care to serve children in a
regulated child care facility as defined in 33 V.S.A. § 3511.

Sec. 12. 33 V.S.A. chapter 35, subchapter 6 is added to read:
Subchapter 6. Child Care Assistance for Additional Populations
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¢ 3551. NONCITIZEN CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;
LEGISLATIVE INTENT

In establishing the Noncitizen Child Care Assistance Program to provide
child care subsidies for children who are not eligible for the Child Care
Financial Assistance Program because of their citizenship status, it is the
intent of the General Assembly that the benefits and eligibility criteria set forth
in section 3552 of this chapter should align to the greatest extent practicable
with the benefits and eligibility criteria in CCFAP as set forth in section 3512
of this chapter and corresponding rule.

¢ 3552. NONCITIZEN CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
SUBSIDIES FOR CERTAIN VERMONT RESIDENTS

(a) For purposes of this section, the phrase “‘Vermont residents who have a
citizenship status for which Child Care Financial Assistance Program
(CCFAP) participation is not available’ includes children of migrant workers
who are emploved in seasonal occupations in this State.

(b) The Department for Children and Families shall provide State-funded
child care subsidies equivalent to those offered in the Child Care Financial
Assistance Program (CCFAP) to Vermont residents who have a citizenship
status for which CCFAP participation is not available and meet the service
need and income eligibility standards established by the Department in rule.

(c)(1) The Department shall not inquire about or record the citizenship and
immigration status of the applicant’s family.

(2) The Department shall not record the citizenship and immigration
status of the applicant.

(3) All applications submitted and records created pursuant to this
section shall be exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public
Records Act and shall be kept confidential. Absent a request for information
by a U.S. agency pursuant to federal law, the Department shall not disclose
any personally identifiable information regarding applicants or enrollees to the
U.S. government.

(d) The Department for Children and Families may adopt rules in
accordance with 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to carry out the purposes of this section.

Sec. 13. DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES; NONCITIZEN
CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SUBSIDIES; FISCAL
YEAR 2025 ESTIMATE

The Department for Children and Families shall provide information on the
estimated fiscal yvear 2025 costs of providing coverage to Vermont residents
who have a citizenship status for which Child Care Financial Assistance
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Program participation is not available pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 3552 beginning
on July 1, 2024 as part of the Department’s fiscal year 2025 budget
presentation to the House Committees on Appropriations and on Human
Services and the Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Health and

Welfare.

* * % Special Accommodations Grant * * *

Sec. 14. REPORT; SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS GRANT

On or before January 15, 2024, the Department for Children and Families’
Child Development Division shall submit a report to the House Committee on
Human Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare providing
a proposal to streamline the application process for special accommodation
grants, including:

(1) the suitability of moving to a 12-month grant cvcle and for which
populations;

(2) _improving support and training for providing inclusive care for
children with special needs;

(3) determining how to better meet the early learning needs of children
with disabilities within a child care setting; and

(4) any other proposals the Department deems essential to the goal of
streamlining the application process for special accommodation grants.

* * % Transitional Assistance and Governance * * *

Sec. 15. BUILDING BRIGHT FUTURES; TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE;
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Of the funds appropriated in Sec. 6 (readiness payments and grants; child
care financial assistance program) of this act, up to $250,000.00 may be used
by the Department for Children and Families’ Child Development Division to
contract for stakeholder engagement and technical assistance services from
Building Bright Futures for the purposes of implementing the Division’s duties
in_accordance with Sec. 2 (Prekindergarten Education Study Committee), Sec.
11 (provider compensation and total cost of care; recommendations), Sec. 12
(Noncitizen Child Care Assistance Program), and Sec. 14 (report: special
accommodations grant) of this act.

Sec. 16. REPORT; CHILD CARE SYSTEM GOVERNANCE

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall conduct an assessment on the
organizational structure of the Department for Children and Families that
takes into consideration the investments in and expansion of early education
and_child care pursuant to this act. On or before January 15, 2024, the
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Secretary shall submit a report to the House Committees on Appropriations, on
Government Operations, and on Human Services and to the Senate
Committees on Appropriations, on Government Operations, and on Health and
Welfare _ containing  recommendations _ regarding  the  Department’s
organizational structure that shall:

(1) identifv _a Departmental structure that provides the appropriate
alienment of programs and functions to best meet the needs of Vermonters
being served by the Department, including:

(A) options for placing significant Departmental duties in one or
more other departments;

(B) the impact of reorganizing the Department on other departments
and agencies in State government;

(C) the potential service delivery benefits and operational
improvements of reorganizing the Department, including any impacts on staff:
and

(D) the fiscal impact of recommended changes to the Department’s
structure, including all administrative resources needed to ensure successful
operation of the new structure; and

(2) identify the tranmsition planning needed to reorganize the
Department’s _structure, including administrative and project management
support, risk mitigation and management, and a proposed transition timeline.

(b) The Secretary may utilize funds appropriated for administrative
purposes _to contract _a consultant to assist with the assessment required
pursuant to this section.

* % * Repeals; Child Tax Credit * * *
Sec. 17. REPEALS; CHILD TAX CREDIT

The following are repealed.:
(1) 32 V.S.A. § 5830f (Vermont child tax credit); and
(2) 32 V.SA. §5813(y) (statutory purpose; Vermont child tax credit).
* % * Child Care and Parental Leave Contribution * * *
Sec. 18. 32 V.S.A. chapter 246 is added to read:
CHAPTER 246. CHILD CARE AND PARENTAL LEAVE CONTRIBUTION
§ 10551. PURPOSE

The Child Care and Parental Leave Contribution is established to provide
funding for the Child Care Financial Assistance Program established in 33
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V.S.A. §§ 3512 and 3513, including the provision of incentive payments
pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 3517, and the Parental Leave Benefit Program
established pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 2201.

¢ 10552. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Covered wages’ means wages paid to an employee by an employer
up to the amount of the Social Security Contribution and Benefit Base.

(2)  “Emplovee” means an individual who receives payments with
respect to services performed for an employver from which the emplover is
required to withhold Vermont income tax pursuant to chapter 151, subchapter

4 of this title.

(3) “Employver” means a person who employs one or more employees
who is required to withhold income tax from wages paid to the employees
pursuant to chapter 151, subchapter 4 of this title.

(4) _ “Self-emploved individual’ means a sole proprietor or partner
owner of an unincorporated business, the sole member of a limited liability
company, or the sole shareholder of a corporation.

(5) “Self-employment income” has the same meaning as in 26 U.S.C.

¢ 1402

(6) “Wages” means payments that are included in the definition of
wages set forth in 26 U.S.C. § 3401.

¢ 10553. CONTRIBUTION; RATE: COLLECTION

(a)(1) Each employer shall pay the Child Care and Parental Leave
Contribution on all covered wages paid to each of the employer’s employees
and_shall remit those amounts to the Department of Taxes pursuant to the
provisions of this section. An employer may deduct and withhold from an
employee’s covered wages an amount equal to not more than one quarter of
the contribution required pursuant to subsection (b) of this section. An
employer shall pay the contributions required pursuant to this section as if the
contributions were Vermont income tax subject to the withholding requirements
of chapter 151, subchapter 4 of this title, including the requirements relating to
the time and manner of payment.

(2) Each self-employed individual shall pay the Child Care and
Parental Leave Contribution on the individual’s self-employment income and
shall remit those amounts to the Department of Taxes pursuant to the
provisions of this section. A self-employed individual shall make installment
pavments of estimated contributions pursuant to this subdivision from the
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enrolled self-employed individual’s _self-employment income as if the
contributions were Vermont income tax subject to the estimated payment
requirements of 32 V.S.A. chapter 151, subchapter 5, including the time and
manner of payment.

(b) The contribution rate shall be 0.42 percent of each employee’s covered
wages and each self-employed individual’s self-employment income.

(c)(1) The Department shall collect the contributions required pursuant to
this section. The administrative and enforcement provisions of chapter 151 of
this title shall apply to the contribution requirements under this section as if
the contributions required pursuant to this section were Vermont income_tax,
except penalty and interest shall apply according to chapter 103 of this title.

(2) Employers shall be responsible for the full amount of any unpaid
contributions due pursuant to subdivision (a)(1) of this section. Self-employed
individuals shall be responsible for the full amount of any unpaid contributions
due pursuant to subdivision (a)(2) of this section.

¢ 10554. CHILD CARE AND PARENTAL LEAVE CONTRIBUTION
SPECIAL FUND

(a) The Child Care and Parental Leave Contribution Special Fund is
created pursuant to chapter 7, subchapter 5 of this title and shall be
administered by the Department for Children and Families and the
Department of Taxes. Monies in the Fund may be expended by the Department
of Taxes for the administration of the Child Care and Parental Leave
Contribution created under this chapter, by the Department for Children and
Families for benefits provided by the Child Care Financial Assistance
Program established in 33 V.S.A. §§ 3512 and 3513, including the provision of
incentive payments pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 3517 and under the Parental Leave
Benefit Program established pursuant to 33 V.S A. § 2201, and by the
Departments for necessary costs incurred in _administering the Fund. All
interest earned on Fund balances shall be credited to the Fund.

(b) The Fund shall consist of:

(1) contributions collected or recovered pursuant to section 10553 of
this title;

(2) any amounts transferred or appropriated to the Fund by the General
Assembly; and

(3) _any interest earned by the Fund.

(c) The Departments may seek and accept grants from any source, public
or private, to be dedicated for deposit into the Fund.
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Sec. 19. CHILD CARE AND PARENTAL LEAVE CONTRIBUTION
POSITIONS AND APPROPRIATION

(a) The establishment of the following 15 new permanent classified
positions is authorized in the Department of Taxes in fiscal vear 2024.:

(1) eight full-time, classified tax examiners within the Taxpaver Services
Division;

(2) two full-time, classified tax examiners within the Compliance
Division;

(3) _ three full-time, classified tax compliance officers within the
Compliance Division;

(4) one full-time, classified financial specialist III within the Revenue
Accounting and Returns Processing Division; and

(5) one business analyst—tax within the V1ax Division.

(b) In fiscal year 2024, the amount of $4,200,00.00 is appropriated from
the General Fund to the Department of Taxes to be used for the
implementation of the Child Care and Parental Leave Contribution pursuant to
32 V.S.A. chapter 246 created by this act.

* % * Parental Leave Benefit Program * * *
Sec. 20. 33 V.S.A. chapter 22 is added to read:
CHAPTER 22. PARENTAL LEAVE BENEFIT PROGRAM
§ 2201. PARENTAL LEAVE BENEFIT PROGRAM

(a) An eligible parent may apply to the Department for Children and
Families to receive a parental leave benefit for a period during which the
eligible parent is unable to work because the parent is caring for one or more
children who were born or _adopted within the preceding 12 months if the
eligible parent is:

(1) either employed or self-emploved prior to the birth or adoption of a
child; and

(2) intends to either:

(A) _return _to _employment or_ self-emplovment after the parental
leave: or

(B) seek new emplovment or self~employment after the parental

leave.

(b)(1) The benefits provided pursuant to this section shall be available for
leaves for births or adoptions that occur on or after January 1, 2024.
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(2)(A) Benefits shall be available for a maximum period of 12 weeks
during the vear following a birth or adoption.

(B) Benefits may be used either by one parent or shared between two
parents, provided that the use of benefits by two parents shall not increase the
length of the benefit period provided pursuant to this section.

(C) Benefits may be provided for:

(i) _a single continuous leave;

(ii) intermittent leaves, or

(iii) _for a portion of a week in which the eligible parent works
part-time, provided that benefits shall only be provided for davs on which the
eligible parent does not work.

(3)(A) The weekly benefit provided to an eligible parent shall be
3600.00 per week or the eligible parent’s average weekly wage or self-
employment income during the six-month period preceding the commencement
of the leave, whichever is less. If the leave benefit is shared between two
eligible parents, the benefit amount for each eligible parent’s leave shall be
determined separately from the other eligible parent’s portion of the leave.

(B) The benefit amount shall be calculated in increments of one full
day, which shall be one-fifth of the eligible parent’s weekly benefit amount.
For eligible parents who are working part-time, the eligible parent’s weekly
benefit amount shall be prorated based on the number of days on which the
eligible parent works in that week.

(4) The benefit shall be paid by the Department to the eligible parent
within 14 days after the Department approves the parent’s application or
within 14 days after the parental leave begins, whichever is last occurring, and
subsequent payments shall be made biweekly.

(c)(1) The Department shall develop an application for the parental leave
benefit using a simple, plain-language format, which shall be available in both
electronic and paper formats.

(2)  The Department shall develop and make available on the
Department’s website _information and materials to educate the public
regarding the availability of the parental leave benefit and the requirements to
obtain the benefit.

(d)(1) To receive the parental leave benefit, an eligible parent shall submit:

(A) an application;

(B) either:
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(i) a signed certification from the eligible parent’s employer that
the eligible parent is currently emploved by the employer or was employed by
the emplover within 30 days prior to the beginning of the parental leave; or

(ii) proof of self~employment income earned in Vermont during the
prior calendar year or, if the individual did not earn self-employment income
in Vermont during the prior calendar year, proof of self-employment income
earned in Vermont during the current calendar vear; and

(C) a statement of intent to return to employment or self-employment
or to seek new employment or self-employment following the parental leave.

(2) An eligible parent may submit an application and other required
materials to the Department in anticipation of a birth or the initial placement
of a child for adoption or during the eligible parent’s parental leave. The
Department shall provide retroactive payments to an eligible parent, provided
the completed application and other required materials are received not more
than eight weeks after the leave began.

(e)(1) Benefits paid pursuant to this section _may be used as wage
replacement for a leave taken pursuant to 21 V.S.A. § 472 or the federal
Family and Medical Leave Act, 29 U.S.C. §§ 2611-2654.

(2) The receipt of benefits paid pursuant to this section shall not extend
the leave provided pursuant to 21 V.S.A. § 472 or the federal Family and
Medical Leave Act.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to alter the job protection
and_employment-related rights provided pursuant to 21 V.S.A. § 472 or the
federal Family and Medical Leave Act or to provide job protection or
employment-related rights that are in addition to the rights provided pursuant
to those laws.

() _As used in this section:

(1) “Eligible parent” means an individual who is domiciled in Vermont
whose annual gross family income is not more than 600 percent of the current
federal poverty level and who is either:

(A) the parent of a child born within the preceding 12 months; or

(B) an individual with whom the initial placement of a child 10 vears
of age or younger for purposes of adoption has occurred within the preceding
12 months.

(2) “Parent’ means an individual who:

(A) is a parent to a child, regardless of whether the relationship is a
biological, adoptive, or step relationship; or
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(B) has day-to-day responsibilities to care for and financially support
a child.

(3) “Parental leave” means a leave of absence from employment or self-
employment by an eligible parent following:

(A) the birth of the eligible parent’s child; or

(B) the initial placement of a child 10 vears of age or younger with
the eligible parent for purposes of adoption.

Sec. 21. APPROPRIATIONS; PARENTAL LEAVE BENEFIT PROGRAM

(a) In fiscal year 2024, $2,000.000.00 is appropriated from the General
Fund to the Department for Children and Families’ Child Development
Division for the implementation and administration of the Parental Leave
Benefit Program in accordance with of 33 V.S.A. chapter 22. The Division
may _contract with a third party to administer the Parental Leave Benefit

Program.

(b) In fiscal year 2024, $5,600.000.00 is appropriated from the General
Fund to the Department for Children and Families’ Child Development
Division for the benefit costs associated with the Parental Leave Benefit
Program pursuant 33 V.S.A. chapter 22.

* * * Fffective Dates * * *
Sec. 22. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, this act shall take
effect on July 1, 2023, with the Department for Children and Families making
child care subsidies available to Vermont residents who have an immigration
status for which Child Care Financial Assistance Program participation is not
available pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 3552 beginning on July 1, 2024, subject to
fiscal year 2025 appropriations for this purpose.

(b)(1) Sec. 3 (Child Care Financial Assistance Program. eligibility), Sec. 4
(provider rate adjustment; Child Care Financial Assistance Program), Sec. 7
(pavment to providers for school age children), Sec. 8 (payment to providers
for children birth through four years of age), and Sec. 9 (child care quality and
capacity incentive program) shall take effect on January 1, 2024, except that
the Commissioner for Children and Families shall adopt any rules necessary
prior to that date in order to perform the Commissioner’s duties under this act.

(2) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 214, Sec. 17 (repeals; child tax credit)
shall take effect retroactively on January 1, 2023 and shall apply to taxable
vears beginning on and after January 1, 2023.

(3) Sec. 18 (32 V.S.A. chapter 246, child care and parental leave
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contribution) shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(4) Sec. 20 (velating to the Parental Leave Benefit Program) shall take
effect on January 1, 2024.




