10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE H.276
2023 Page 1 of 20
H.276
Introduced by Representatives Stevens of Waterbury and Chesnut-Tangerman

of Middletown Springs
Referred to Committee on
Date:
Subject: Housing
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to create a

registration requirement and registry for rental housing in this State.

An act relating to creating a rental housing registry

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

A_KS D17Q 4 ddod to

§ 2478. SHRATE RENTAL HOUSING REGISTRY; HOUSING DATA

(a) The Departm®sgof Housing and Community Development, in

coordination with the Division Oflgire Safety, the Department of Health, the

Enhanced 911 Board, and the Department oM&axes. shall create and maintain a

registry of the rental housing in this State, which includ®sg “dwelling unit” as

defined in 9 V.S.A. § 4451 and a “short-term rental” as defined in "SwY.S.A.
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for%gach unit that is registered the following data:

(W the name of the owner or landlord;

2) pPRone number, electronic mail, and mailing address of the landlord
as available;

(3) location & the unit;

(4) year built;

(5) type of rental unt

(6) number of units in th§ building;

(7)_school property account Mumber;

(8) accessibility of the unit; and

(9) any other information the Deparfigent deems appropriate.

(c¢) Upon request of the Department of Hou%ng and Communit

Development, and at least annually, a municipal, dMrict, or other local

government entity that operates a rental housing health®gnd safety program that

requires registration of a rental housing unit and a fee for ifglusion on the

registry shall provide to the Department the data for each unit (#at is required

pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

(d) The registry, and data collected by the registry, shall be protectel

pursuant to 1 V.S.A. § 317 (¢)(2) and may only be released to specifically
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forhe purposes of solicitation campaigns without express authority granted b

the Deprtment. Data about a specific unit may be disclosed to the owner or

operator of We rental unit regulated by the registry for the purpose of

informing the oWner or operator of its registry status.

Sec. 2. 3 V.S.A. § 2479 is added to read:

§ 2479. RENTAL HOURING REGISTRATION

(a) Except as provided irMgubsection (c) of this section, an owner of rental

housing that is subject to 9 V.S. A chapter 137 shall:

(1) file with the Department oMl axes the landlord certificate required

for the renter’s rebate or the renter creditfgrogram:; and

2) within 30 days after filing the certigate, register, provide the

information required by subsection 2478(b) of thititle, and pay to the

Department of Housing and Community Developmen®an annual registration

fee of $35.00 per rental unit, unless the owner has within ¥e preceding

12 months:

(A) registered the unit pursuant to subsection (b) of this $ction: or

(B) registered the unit with a municipal, district, or other locH

government entity that operates a rental housing health and safety program
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sh¥t-term rental, as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 4301, shall, annually, within

30 day®after renting a unit, register with and pay to the Department of

Housing arfl Community Development an annual registration fee of $35.00

per rental unit, Wnless the owner has within the preceding 12 months:

(1) registerc®&the unit pursuant to subsection (a) of this section; or

(2) registered th&unit with a municipal, district, or other local

government entity that opeMgtes a rental housing health and safety program

with a rental registry that complies with subsection 2478(b) of this title.

(c)(1) An owner of a mobile ho%e lot within a mobile home park who has

registered the lot with the Department & Housing and Communit

Development and who does not own a moBie home on the lot is exempt from

registering the lot pursuant to this section.

(2) An owner of a mobile home lot within a Wobile home park who has

registered the lot with the Department and who owns a%nobile home on the lot

that is available for rent or rented shall register the propertfawith the

Department and pay a fee equal to the fee required by subdivisMgn (a)(2) of this

section less any fee paid within the previous 12 months pursuant toW0 V.S.A.

§ 6254(c).

(3) An owner of a mobile home who rents the mobile home, whethe
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sha¥l pay a late registration fee of $150.00 and may be subject to

admini%rative penalties not to exceed $5,000.00 for each violation.

e) TheWepartment of Housing and Community Development shall

maintain the reSstration fees collected pursuant to this section in a special

fund entitled the R&tal Housing Safety Special Fund, the proceeds of which

the Department shall uSg:

(1) to hire authorize®staff to administer the registry and registration

requirements imposed in this s&gtion and in section 2478 of this title; and

(2) to provide funding to theWDepartment of Public Safety to hire

authorized staff to conduct inspections #nd regulate rental housing pursuant to

20 V.S.A. chapter 173. subchapter 2.

Sec. 3. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFET W POSITIONS

(a) The Department of Public Safety is authoriZ&d to create five full-time,

classified Inspector positions in order to conduct rentalgousing health and

safety inspections and enforcement pursuant to 20 V.S.A. chapter 173,

subchapter 2.

(b) In fiscal year 2024, the amount of $200,000.00 is appropriatgd from the

General Fund to the Department of Public Safety as one-time startup fiading

to hire one or more Inspector positions authorized pursuant to subsection (M of
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seclion to the extent funds become available from the Rental Housing Safety

SpeciaFund created and maintained pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 2479.

Sec. 4. DERARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
DEVEROPMENT; POSITIONS

(a) The Departiyent of Housing and Community Development is

authorized to create on@&full-time classified position and one half-time

classified position to admirMister and enforce the registry requirements created

in 3 V.S.A. § 2478.

(b) In fiscal year 2024, the amo%nt of $200,000.00 is appropriated from the

General Fund to the Department of Ho®ging and Community Development as

one-time startup funding to hire one or moMg of the positions authorized

pursuant to subsection (a) of this section.

(¢) The Department may hire additional staff alshorized by this section to

the extent funds become available from the Rental Houing Safety Special

Fund created and maintained pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 2479.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Sec. 1 (rental housing registry) shall take e¥ect on

passage.

(b) The following sections take effect on July 1. 2023:
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(W) Sec. 2 (rental housing registration) shall take effect on January 1, 2024.

* % * Rental Housing Registration * * *
Sec. 1. 20 WS.A. § 2678 is added to read:

¢ 2678. RENTA HOUSING REGISTRATION

(a) RegistratioMy Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this

section, annually on M before March 1, the owner of each unit of rental

housing that in the previoiMvear was leased or offered for lease shall pay to

the Department of Housing®and Community Development an annual

registration fee of $35.00 per unit M provide the following information:

(1) the name and mailing addr of the owner, landlord, and property

manager of the unit, as applicable;

(2) the phone number and electroni% mail address of the owner;

landlord, and property manager of the unit, as avaMgble;

(3) the location of the unit;

(4) the year built;

(5) the type of rental unit;

(6) the number of units in the building;

(7) _the school property account number:;

(8) the accessibility of the unit; and

U yV U C L/ z L/ C I CLUU C ULUCC UL T O ULC
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(1) Unit licensed or registered with another program.

‘A) Local rental housing health and safety program.

i) The registration requirement imposed in _subsection (a) of this

section does n®¥ apply to a unit that is currently registered with a municipal,

district, or other [®al government rental housing health and safety program

that requires the ownéWto register the unit and provide the data required in

subsection (a) of this sectio

(ii) The fee requirnent imposed in subsection (a) of this section

does not apply to a unit that is culently registered with a municipal, district,

or other local government rental hoXsing health and safetv program that

requires the owner to register the unit Wid provide the data required in

subsection (a) of this section and for which pMgram the owner is required to

pay a registration fee.

(B) _Licensed lodging establishment.  TI& registration and_fee

requirements imposed in _subsection (a) of this section o not apply to a

lodging establishment, as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 4301, that iW&required to be

licensed by the Department of Health.

(C) Registered mobile home lot.

(i) The registration requirement imposed_in subsection (a) ol ¥is

C Il UUC Ol dpPpPLYy TO U rmitoolie riorrie tol Witrtlrt 4 rmitOulLLe riorrie PJUurn
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HoWsing and Community Development pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 6254; and

(1l) the owner does not own a mobile home on the lot.

ii) An owner of a mobile home lot within a mobile home park

who has regist®ed the lot with the Department and who owns a mobile home

on the lot that is aglable for rent or rented shall register the property with the

Department pursuant M subsection (a) of this section and pay a fee equal to

the fee required, less any Me paid within the previous 12 months pursuant to

10 V.S.A. § 6254(c).

(2) _Unit not offered to Mneral public. The registration and fee

requirements imposed in subsection (Mof this section do not apply to a unit

that an owner provides to another person, Whether or not for consideration, if,

and only to the extent that, the owner doeSnot otherwise make the unit

available for lease to the general public, and incluMgs:

(A) housing provided to a member of the owRgr’s family or personal

acquaintances;

(B) housing provided to a person who is not relatedo a member of

the owner’s household and who occupies the housing as part oj%g nonprofit

home-sharing program;

(C) housing provided to a person who provides personal care tO&he

T T— ne OWwrer nousSerola, ara
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9 MS.A. § 4469a(a)(3).

(W Non-permanent residence; inadequate facilities. The registration

and fee reqWrements imposed in subsection (a) of this section do not apply to a

unit that is nO&designed or constructed for use as a permanent residence,

including a unit Mgt does not have adequate potable water or sanitation

facilities, electricity, hoW, or insulation.

(c) Administration.

(1) The Department oMHousing and Community Development shall

maintain_the registry of rental Wousing data in _coordination with the

Department of Public Safetv, the DeMgrtment of Health, the Enhanced 911

Board, and the Department of Taxes.

(2) Upon request, and at least annuallMya municipal, district, or other

local government entity that operates a rental Rousing health and safety

program_that requires registration of a rental housMge unit and a fee for

inclusion on _its registry shall provide to the DepartmM of Housing and

Community Development the data for each unit that is requMed pursuant to

subsection (a) of this section.

(d) Protection, permissible use, and disclosure of data.

(1) The data the Department collects pursuant to this section is exXgpt
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secimgn.

4) to other State, municipal, or regional government entities;

(B) W nonprofit organizations, or

(C) to oMger persons for the purposes of protecting public health and

sajety.

(3) The Department.

(A) shall not discloséMgata it collects pursuant to this section for a

commercial purpose; and

(B) shall require, as a conditioMpf receiving data collected pursuant

to this section, that a person to whom the DeMgriment discloses the data takes

steps necessary to protect the privacy of persons Wgom the data concerns and

to prevent further disclosure.

(e) Rental Housing Safety Special Fund. The Departnignt shall maintain

the fees collected pursuant to this section in a special fund entiMgd the Rental

Housing Safety Special Fund, the proceeds of which the Departmeni®hall use

to design and implement the registry created in, and to administer and enWgce
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Secy2. 20 V.S.A. § 2678(e) is added to read:

(e) ailure to register; penalty. The Department of Housing and

CommunitySevelopment shall impose an _administrative penalty of not more

than $200.00 p& unit for an owner of rental housing who knowingly fails to

register or pay the (& required pursuant to this section.

* * Positions Authorized * * *
Sec. 3. DEPARTMENT OF }OUSING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT: POSRIONS

(a) The Department of Housing Md Community Development is authorized

to create one full-time classified positiotMgnd one half-time classified position

to design and implement the registry created . and to administer and enforce

the registry requirements of. 20 V.S.A. § 2678.

(b) The Department may hire staff authorized byMis section to the extent

funds become available from an appropriation for that Rurpose or from the

Rental Housing Safety Special Fund created and maintaine®pursuant to 20

V.S.A. §2678(e).

* % * ADS,; Project Scope * * *

Sec. 4. AGENCY OF DIGITAL SERVICES; PROJECT SCOPE
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coXlination with the Department of Housing and Community Development

and thARental Housing Advisory Board, shall conduct a project assessment,

through ant including a Request for Information, to assess the costs for

creating and ntaining a rental housing registration database consistent

with Sec. 1 of this a® and shall report its findings, recommendations, and cost

estimates _to the HouMg Committees on General and Housing and on

Appropriations _and__the nate  Committees _on Economic Development,

Housing and General Affairs an®opn Appropriations.

(b) In fiscal year 2024 the amoulyg of $25,000.00 is appropriated from the

General Fund to the Agency of Digital S&ices to implement this section.

* * % Crisis Standards of Housing, Homel®&sness Response Analysis * * *

Sec. 5. CRISIS STANDARDS OF HOUSING

On or before November 1, 2023, the Department 1% Children and Families

shall develop and submit a plan to implement crisis star¥ards for housing to

the House Committees on Human Services and on General an®&Housing and to

the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing Mgd General

Affairs and on Health and Welfare. In developing the plan, the DeMgrtment

shall consult with stakeholders who specialize in homelessness prevention¥gnd

SULLOTL, d UULIy "oyE OrZar ULLOT writo _DUr PpUledu ' UcveEloplLrty e
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ReMglves No. 172, Sec. B.1102(a).

Sec. 6.IOMELESSNESS RESPONSE SYSTEMS ANALYSIS

(a) Onr before September 1, 2023, the Agency of Human Services shall

convene a wonking group, including individuals with lived experience of

homelessness, locdand statewide representatives of the Continuums of Care

Program, representatiVgs of housing- and homelessness-related organizations,

to review, develop, and pr&ide recommendations on Vermont’s homelessness

response _and_prevention proXams and governance system, including any

success measures that incorpord recent and relevant assessments and

statewide plans.

(b)(1) On or before March 1, 2024, theNorking group established pursuant

to subsection (a) of this section shall submit itindings and recommendations

to the House Committees on Human Services and M General and Housing and

to _the Senate Committees on Health and WelfM and on Economic

Development, Housing and General Affairs to align with€he federal goal to

reduce homelessness by 25 percent by 2025, in accordance YWgh the Federal

Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness, including strateo®s to.

(A) address racial and other disparities, as well as the tiplier

effects of two or more concurrent risk factors, among people experien¥ng
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quitative data, including the perspectives of individuals who have or are

curren experiencing homelessness;

eliminate the silos between State and local governments and

organizations, Wublic, private, and philanthropic sectors; and individuals who

have or are curren experiencing homelessness;

(D) _increas®&the supply of and access to safe, affordable, and

accessible housing and taiRred supports for individuals at risk of or currently

experiencing homelessness;

(E) improve _response%systems to meet the urgent crisis _of

homelessness, especially unsheltered h®gielessness; and

(F) reduce the risk of housing insMgbility for households most likely to

experience homelessness.

(2) On or before January 1, 2024, the woMgng group shall submit an

interim report on_its work pursuant to subdivision (1) W this subsection (b) to

the House Committees on Human Services and on GeneralNnd Housing and to

the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare and on Econom¥ Development,

Housing and General Affairs.

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 5—6 (crisis housing; homelessness) shall ke
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ion) and Sec. 3 (DHCD positions) take effect on July 1,

2025.

Sec. 2 (administrative penalty for failure to regis

* % * Rental Housing Registry, ADS, Project Scope * * *

Sec. 1. RENTAL HOUSING REGISTRY; PROJECT SCOPE; REPORT

(a) The Agency of Digital Services, in coordination with the Department of

Housing and Community Development and the Rental Housing Advisory

Board, shall conduct a project assessment, through and including a Request

for Information, to assess the design, implementation, and associated costs for

creating and maintaining a rental housing registry, including:

(1) using an existing framework, including the landlord certificate and

associated data collected pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 6069; and

(2) using a new framework for an annual registration requirement for

long-term and short-term rental housing.

(b) For each assessment, the report shall address:

(1) the operating cost, including the amount of any new registration fee,

necessary to support the design, implementation, and maintenance of a

registry;
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(2) the technological requirements and associated administrative costs

for transferring data between a registry and other registration and licensing

programs, including local housing programs and other State registries or

sources of housing data; and

(3) the technological requirements and recommended best practices for

ensuring data security and privacy.

(c) On or before December 15, ™ 2()23 the Agency, Department, and

Board shall report their findings, recommendations, and cost estimates to the

House Committees on General and Housing, on Ways and Means, and on

Appropriations _and the Senate Committees on Economic Development,

Housing and General Affairs, on Finance, and on Appropriations.

Sec. 2. AGENCY OF DIGITAL SERVICES; PROJECT SCOPE
APPROPRIATION

In fiscal vear 2024, the amount of $25,000.00 is appropriated from the

General Fund to the Agency of Digital Services to implement Sec. 1 of this act.

On or before NOPsaQer 1, 2023, the Department for Children and Families

shall develop and submit a plan to 1mPeegent crisis standards for housing to

the House Committees on Human Services and on General tméel]ousing and to

= CrLC O 1% 0/ OO DCVCIODINCIIL, Ol PTO onane AUNAN)
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shM consult with stakeholders who specialize in homelessness prevention and

miticagn, including those organizations who participated in developing the

Vermont R&¥gdmap to End Homelessness developed pursuant to 2016 Acts and

Resolves No. Sec. B.1102(a).

Sec. 4. HOMELEXNESS RESPONSE SYSTEMS ANALYSIS

(a) On or before S&tember 1, 2023, the Agency of Human Services shall

convene a_working groupk including individuals with lived experience of

homelessness, local and statelde representatives of the Continuums of Care

Program, and representatives Wf housing- and homelessness-related

organizations, to review, develop, and Wovide recommendations on Vermont’s

homelessness response and prevention Mograms and governance system,

including any success measures _that inc®porate recent and relevant

assessments and statewide plans.

(b)(1) On or before March 1, 2024, the working grop established pursuant

to subsection (a) of this section shall submit its findings aMg recommendations

to the House Committees on Human Services and on General Ml Housing and

to the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare and o Economic

Development, Housing and General Affairs to align with the federaMgoal to

reduce homelessness by 25 percent by 2025, in accordance with the Fed§al
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ef1®ts of two or more concurrent risk factors, among people experiencing

homelXXgness;

[

P\ justify State and local action through research of quantitative and

qualitative dai% including the perspectives of individuals who have or are

currently experienCMgg homelessness;

(C) eliminar&the silos between State and local governments and

organizations; public, priv&e. and philanthropic sectors; and individuals who

have or are currently experien®Wgg homelessness;

(D) __increase the suppWof and access to safe, affordable, and

accessible housing and tailored suppoMg for individuals at risk of or currently

experiencing homelessness;

(E) improve _response _systems (% meet the urgent crisis of

homelessness, especially unsheltered homelessness ¥gnd

(F) reduce the risk of housing instability for Museholds most likely to

experience homelessness.

(2) On or before January 1, 2024, the working groupWhall submit an

interim report on_its work pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subs&tion to the

House Committees on Human Services and on General and Housing aM{ to the

Senate Committees on Health and Welfare and on Economic Developi®gnt
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Swpmsbn Soc. 3. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on passage, except that Sec. 2 (ADS appropriation)

shall take effect on July 1, 2023.




