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Why the MRGP? 
Total Maximum Daily 
Loads (TMDL) are 
federally-required

• Lake Champlain – Phosphorus

• Lake Memphremagog –
Phosphorus

• Connecticut River to Long Island 
Sound – Nitrogen



Sources of phosphorus in the Vermont portion 
of the Lake Champlain Basin (Preliminary estimates from Tetra Tech, 

2013)



Potential Road Pollutants

• Nutrients – Phosphorus

• Sediment

• Trace heavy metals

• Hydrocarbons

• Road salt



Secondary benefits: Flood resilience and 
reducing town road maintenance and costs
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Draft municipal 
roads general 

permit

Summer-Fall  2017 

Municipalities apply for 
MRGP coverage (NOI) and 
pay fees

July 31, 2018

MRGP Timeline of Deliverables 
(Near-Term) 

2020 
2017

MRGP public 
hearings and 
comments

2018 2019

MRGP Issued

January 2018 

Required implementation of priority 
road projects. A minimum of 15% of 
non-compliant segments upgraded 
to meet standards in 2021 and 2022

2021  

2021 and 2022 

Starting in 2019- Annual Reports due April 1st

2022  

Initial Road Erosion Inventory 
and Implementation Table 

Due

December 31, 2020 



Overall MRGP Compliance

• 100% compliance for annual fee 
payment (highest DEC 
compliance)

• 95% compliance for Road 
Erosion Inventory completion 



MRGP steps for towns:
Inventory, Prioritize, and Upgrade

Inventory

Prioritize – Implementation Table Implement



Road Erosion 
Inventories (REIs)

Separate REIs and standards for:

• Paved and gravel roads with 
ditches

• Paved roads with catch basins

• Class 4 roads

REI “scores” for each 328 foot 
segment:

• Fully Meets

• Partially Meets or

• Does Not Meet 



MRGP Requirements: Road Erosion Inventory



Hydrologically-Connected Roads
Connected Criteria:

 Within 100’ of a water resource

 Bisects (crosses) and drains to a 

water resource

 Located within the DEC river 

corridor 

 Connectivity status can be 

changed  during the inventories

 Catch basin outfalls within 500’ of 

a water resource and those 

segments associated with those 

outfalls

Water Resources:

 Perennial streams

 Intermittent streams/Defined 

channel (even if dry)

 Wetlands

 Lakes and Ponds



Percent of municipal roads hydrologically-
connected and under MRGP requirements

55

45

Hydrologically connected Not connected



Standards Check List:

Does your road have a 
good crown?

Are the road shoulders 
lower than the travel 

lane?

If no, question- do you 
have an adequate 

ditch?

Is your ditch stone lined 
if 8 percent or higher?

Is your ditch stone lined 
or have check dams or 
have 2 cross culverts or 

turnouts if 5-7.99 
percent slope?

Are your ditches turned 
away from water 

and/or stable?

Are your drainage and 
drive culverts 

adequately sized and 
not eroding?





MRGP Road Compliance has increased 5% 
328 miles of road now meet standards

Fully Meets Non-compliant



MRGP Implementation Table



DEC and Partner Organizations

• Regional Planning Commissions

• VLCT

• Natural Resource Conservation 
Districts

• VTrans- Local Roads, Better Roads, 
and District staff

• Agency of Digital Services

• DEC



Annual Newsletter to all MRGP towns



Types of Collaboration

• Technical and administrative 
assistance to towns

• Grant funding for inventories, 
implementation and equipment

• Collaborative trainings- DEC and 
VTrans Roads Roundtables (On-
line during the Pandemic)



Private Roads and ANR Forest Roads 
Inventories being developed

• DEC and the Agency of Digital 
Services is assisting FPR, the 
Lake Champlain Basin Program 
and Regional Planning 
Commissions 

• New private roads and ANR 
forest road inventory apps and 
map layers have been 
developed using the MRGP 
template



We are in the 5th and last year of the first 
MRGP permit cycle

• DEC has reconvened the MRGP 
Core Team to assist in the re-
issuance of the MRGP for the 
second 5-year permit cycle

• The re-issued MRGP will run 
1/2023-1/2028 (approximately)

• A new REI will be required 
during the next permit cycle

• Road upgrade requirements will 
continue until 12/2036 as 
defined in Act 64



For Additional information:

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/stormwater/permit-
information-applications-fees/municipal-roads-program

jim.ryan@vermont.gov

(802) 490-6140

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/stormwater/permit-information-applications-fees/municipal-roads-program
mailto:Jim.ryan@vermont.gov

