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Federal Clean Water Act  33 U.S.C. §1313. Water quality standards and implementation plans 

(a) Existing water quality standards  

* * * 

(2) Any State which, before October 18, 1972, has adopted, pursuant to its own law, water 

quality standards applicable to intrastate waters shall submit such standards to the Administrator 

within thirty days after October 18, 1972. Each such standard shall remain in effect, in the same 

manner and to the same extent as any other water quality standard established under this chapter 

unless the Administrator determines that such standard is inconsistent with the applicable 

requirements of this Act as in effect immediately prior to October 18, 1972. If the Administrator 

makes such a determination he shall not later than the one hundred and twentieth day after the 

date of submission of such standards, notify the State and specify the changes needed to meet 

such requirements. If such changes are not adopted by the State within ninety days after such 

notification, the Administrator shall promulgate such changes in accordance with subsection (b) 

of this section. 

(3)(A) Any State which prior to October 18, 1972, has not adopted pursuant to its own 

laws water quality standards applicable to intrastate waters shall, not later than one hundred and 

eighty days after October 18, 1972, adopt and submit such standards to the Administrator. 

* * * 

(b) Proposed regulations  

(1) The Administrator shall promptly prepare and publish proposed regulations setting 

forth water quality standards for a State in accordance with the applicable requirements of this 

Act as in effect immediately prior to October 18, 1972, if— 

(A) the State fails to submit water quality standards within the times prescribed in 

subsection (a) of this section. 

(B) a water quality standard submitted by such State under subsection (a) of this section 

is determined by the Administrator not to be consistent with the applicable requirements of 

subsection (a) of this section. 

(2) The Administrator shall promulgate any water quality standard published in a proposed 

regulation not later than one hundred and ninety days after the date he publishes any such 

proposed standard, unless prior to such promulgation, such State has adopted a water quality 

standard which the Administrator determines to be in accordance with subsection (a) of this 

section. 

* * * 
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(d) Identification of areas with insufficient controls; maximum daily load; certain 

effluent limitations revision  

(1)(A) Each State shall identify those waters within its boundaries for which the effluent 

limitations required by section 1311(b)(1)(A) and section 1311(b)(1)(B) of this title are not 

stringent enough to implement any water quality standard applicable to such waters. The State 

shall establish a priority ranking for such waters, taking into account the severity of the pollution 

and the uses to be made of such waters. 

(B) Each State shall identify those waters or parts thereof within its boundaries for 

which controls on thermal discharges under section 1311 of this title are not stringent enough to 

assure protection and propagation of a balanced indigenous population of shellfish, fish, and 

wildlife. 

(C) Each State shall establish for the waters identified in paragraph (1)(A) of this 

subsection, and in accordance with the priority ranking, the total maximum daily load, for those 

pollutants which the Administrator identifies under section 1314(a)(2) of this title as suitable for 

such calculation. Such load shall be established at a level necessary to implement the applicable 

water quality standards with seasonal variations and a margin of safety which takes into account 

any lack of knowledge concerning the relationship between effluent limitations and water 

quality. 

* * * 

(2) Each State shall submit to the Administrator from time to time, with the first such 

submission not later than one hundred and eighty days after the date of publication of the first 

identification of pollutants under section 1314(a)(2)(D) of this title, for his approval the waters 

identified and the loads established under paragraphs (1)(A), (1)(B), (1)(C), and (1)(D) of this 

subsection. The Administrator shall either approve or disapprove such identification and load not 

later than thirty days after the date of submission. If the Administrator approves such 

identification and load, such State shall incorporate them into its current plan under subsection 

(e) of this section. If the Administrator disapproves such identification and load, he shall 

not later than thirty days after the date of such disapproval identify such waters in such 

State and establish such loads for such waters as he determines necessary to implement the 

water quality standards applicable to such waters and upon such identification and 

establishment the State shall incorporate them into its current plan under subsection (e) of this 

section. 

* * * 
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Act No. 64 of 2015:  Vermont Clean Water Act 

10 V.S.A. § 1264. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

* * * 

(b) Definitions. As used in this section: 

* * * 

(10) “Regulated stormwater runoff” means precipitation, snowmelt, and the material 

dissolved or suspended in precipitation and snowmelt that runs off impervious surfaces and 

discharges into surface waters or into groundwater via infiltration. 

* * * 

(13) “Stormwater Management Manual” means the Agency of Natural Resources’ 

Stormwater Management Manual, as adopted and amended by rule. 

(14) “Stormwater runoff” means precipitation and snowmelt that does not infiltrate into the 

soil, including material dissolved or suspended in it, but does not include discharges from 

undisturbed natural terrain or wastes from combined sewer overflows. 

* * * 

(c) Prohibitions. 

* * * 

(7) In accordance with the schedule established under subdivision (g)(3) of this section, a 

person shall not discharge stormwater from impervious surface of three or more acres in size 

without first obtaining an individual permit or coverage under a general permit issued under this 

section if the discharge was never previously permitted or was permitted under an individual 

permit or general permit that did not incorporate the requirements of the 2002 Stormwater 

Management Manual or any subsequently adopted Stormwater Management Manual. 

* * * 
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(g) General permits. 

* * * 

(3) Within 120 days after the adoption by the Secretary of the rules required under 

subsection (f) of this section, the Secretary shall issue a general permit under this section for 

discharges of stormwater from impervious surface of three or more acres in size, when the 

stormwater discharge previously was not permitted or was permitted under an individual permit 

or general permit that did not incorporate the requirements of the 2002 Stormwater Management 

Manual or any subsequently adopted Stormwater Management Manual. Under the general 

permit, the Secretary shall: 

(A) Establish a schedule for implementation of the general permit by geographic area of 

the State. The schedule shall establish the date by which an owner of impervious surface shall 

apply for coverage under this subdivision (3). The schedule established by the Secretary shall 

require an owner of impervious surface subject to permitting under this subdivision to obtain 

coverage by the following dates: 

(i) for impervious surface located within the Lake Champlain watershed, the Lake 

Memphremagog watershed, or the watershed of a stormwater-impaired water on or before 

October 1, 2023; 

(ii) for impervious surface located within all other watersheds of the State, no later 

than October 1, 2033. 

(B) Establish criteria and technical standards, such as best management practices, for 

implementation of stormwater improvements for the retrofitting of impervious surface subject to 

permitting under this subdivision (3). 

* * *  
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What if State Does not Comply?--EPA Permit Authority 

A.  EPA Will Attempt to Meet TMDL Through its Permitting Authority 

 Discharge of pollutants from a point source to a navigable water-e.g., wastewater 

treatment, industrial discharge, etc. 

 The construction stormwater permit for disturbance of more than 1 acre of land. 

 The multisector general permit for stormwater runoff from industrial sites. 

 The municipal separate storm sewer permit for stormwater control in specified towns. 

 The concentrated animal feeding operation permit for certain farms that have an actual 

discharge or are proposing an actual discharge. 

B.  If it Cannot Meet TMDL Through EPA Permitting 

 EPA has "residual designation" authority to require permits for other discharges or 

category of discharges on a case-by-case basis when it determines that:  

o The discharge contributes to a violation of water quality standards; 

o The discharge is a significant contributor of pollutant to a water; or 

o Controls are needed for the discharge based on wasteload allocations that are part of a 

TMDL that address the pollutant(s) of concern. 

 


