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Type of Abuse: Physical & sexual abuse perpetrated by staff.

Examples:

•Child was sexually abused by the then-Exec. Director of KH.

•Child was neglected medical treatment for broken bones and ear infections which have had lifelong 
incurable impacts

Reporting: No known reports to authorities.

1950-59

Type of Abuse: Severe Physical and Sexual Abuse perpetrated by staff.

Examples: 

•KH House Parents and staff sexually molested multiple boys

•House Parent forced child to stand outside overnight in the winter without a coat until she fell unconscious

•House Parent forced routine torturous exercise routines while physically beating them while the children were 
pants down

Reporting: Some staff members were let go but never reported to police or DCF

1960-69

Type of Abuse: Severe Sexual and Physical abuse

Examples: 

•House Parent sexually molested and raped dozens of boys on KH property.

•Houseparent fed children sugar water with poison sumac

•Reporting: KH gym teacher confronted the child abuser who fled campus; no police or DCF report ever 
filed

•Survivor contacted KH in 1980s and was contacted by their insurance adjusted; no report or investigation

1970-79
1950-59

Type of Abuse: Physical & sexual abuse perpetrated by staff.

Examples:

• Child was sexually abused by the then-Exec. Director 

of KH.

• Child was neglected medical treatment for broken 

bones and ear infections which have had lifelong 

incurable impacts

Reporting: No known reports to authorities.

1960-69
Type of Abuse: Severe Physical and Sexual Abuse perpetrated by staff.

Examples:

• KH House Parents and staff sexually molested multiple boys

• House Parent forced child to stand outside overnight in the winter without a 

coat until she fell unconscious

• House Parent forced routine torturous exercise routines while physically 

beating them while the children were pants down

Reporting: Some staff members were let go but never reported to police or DCF

1970-79
Type of Abuse: Severe Sexual and Physical abuse

Examples:

• House Parent sexually molested and raped dozens of boys on 

KH property.

• Houseparent fed children sugar water with poison sumac

Reporting: Gym teacher confronted the child abuser who fled campus, no 

police or DCF report ever filed

• Survivor contacted KH in 1980s and was contacted by their 

insurance adjuster; no report or investigation
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DCF expressed concern for KH’s 
non-compliance around firearms and 
spanking policies.

1983

DCF notes instances of child abuse 
and inadequate staff training.

Still grants KH a provisional license.

1984

DCF renews the provisional license 
despite continuing concerns.

1985

DCF notes staff troubles regarding 
Mark Davis during a site visit. Takes 
no further action.

1988

DCF finds KH noncompliant for 
routinely isolating students in their 
rooms for indefinite periods of time.

VSP first document Mark Davis’ 
molestations. 17 boys accused 
Davis.

1989Decade Snapshot
• One 12-year-old was repeatedly raped 

by KH staff member. Both the 

Executive Director and House Parent 

were aware of the molestation. They 

responded by fitting for a diaphragm 

and provided her birth control pill s at 

graduation.

• A 6-year-old girl was repeatedly 

sexually assaulted by older peers with 

barbie doll legs and other objects.

• Mark Davis molested numerous boys 

between the ages 7-12 on campus. The 

survivors reported to multiple KH staff 

and nothing was done. A few tried to 

run away but were always caught by 

the same Vermont State Trooper, took 

no action after hearing about the abuse 

and returned them to the cottage. At 

least one of Mark Davis’ victims 

committed suicide.
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DCF expressed concern for KH’s 
non-compliance around firearms and 
spanking policies.

1983

DCF notes instances of child abuse 
and inadequate staff training. 

Still grants KH a provisional license. 

1984

DCF renews the provisional license 
despite continuing concerns. 

1985

DCF notes staff troubles regarding 
Mark Davis during a site visit. Takes 
no further action.

1988

DCF finds KH noncompliant for 
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rooms for indefinite periods of time.

VSP first document Mark Davis’ 
molestations. 17 boys accused Davis. 

1989
Decade Snapshot

• One 12-year-old was repeatedly raped 

by KH staff member. Both the 

Executive Director and House Parent 

were aware of the molestation. They 

responded by fitting for a diaphragm 

and provided her birth control pill s at 

graduation.

• A 6-year-old girl was repeatedly 

sexually assaulted by older peers with 

barbie doll legs and other objects.

• Mark Davis molested numerous boys 
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1990-1999

2000-20009

1990-1999
Type of Abuse: Physical abuse perpetrated by staff and sexual abuse perpetrated by staff and peers.

Example:

• Children forcibly put into "solitary confinement" for hours with no food or natural light.

• Houseparent sexually molested a child and forced them to perform oral sex acts.

• Inappropriate age grouping and lack of supervision allowed peers to sexually abuse younger 

children.

Reporting: DCF noted isolation techniques and peer sexual relations; no further action was taken.

2000-2009
Type of Abuse: Physical abuse perpetrated by staff and sexual abuse perpetrated by staff and peers.

Example:

• Staff regularly beat children and choked them against the wall.

• Children were sexually molested and anally raped by peers.

Reporting:

• Child reported peer sexual abuse to houseparent who ignored him and made him return to 

bed with his perpetrator.

• Child reported house parent physical abuse to then principal/director and was ignored.

• DCF reported that KH needed to better document physical abuse; never was enforced.
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Type of Abuse: Sexual Abuse perpetrated by peers

Examples: 9-year-old in cottage with 13-year-olds was anally raped and forced to perform 
oral sex repeatedly

Reporting: Student ran away from KH multiple times and was disciplined instead of 
investigating the cause of his distraught

Police report launched in 2018 who said since both parties were minors, there was 
nothing to do

2010-2011

Type of Abuse: Sexual Abuse perpretrated by peers

Examples: Older girl in cottage repeatedly forced hserslef onto a younger child, forcibly 
touching private parts and rubbing genitals

Reporting: Kurn Hattin house parent walked in on the abuse once and did not report the 
incidence

House parent told guardian that no action needed to be taken as they were both minors

House parent blamed the ch

2012-2014

2010-2011
Type of Abuse: Sexual Abuse perpetrated by peers

Examples: 9-year-old in cottage with 13-year-olds was anally raped and 

forced to perform oral sex repeatedly

Reporting:

• Student ran away from KH multiple times and 

was disciplined instead of investigating the cause of his distraught.

• Police report launched in 2018 who said since both parties were 

minors, there was nothing to do.

2012-2014
Type of Abuse: Sexual Abuse perpetrated by peers

Examples: Older girl in cottage repeatedly forced herself onto a 

younger child, forcibly touching private parts and rubbing genitals

Reporting:

• Kurn Hattin house parent walked in on the abuse once and did 

not report the incidence.

• House parent told guardian that no action needed to be taken as 

they were both minors.

• House parent blamed the abused child instead

2015
VSP received notice from 

DCF that a KH student 

was forced to perform 

oral sex and engage in 

anal sex by a peer.

mailto:kim@justicelc.com


Kurn Hattin Abuse: 2010 to 2015

Justice Law Collaborative, LLC |Kim Dougherty, Esq. |19 Belmont Street, Easton, MA 02375 |(508)230-2700 |kim@justicelc.com | www.justicelawcollaborative.com

Type of Abuse: Sexual Abuse perpetrated by peers

Examples: 9-year-old in cottage with 13-year-olds was anally raped and forced to perform 
oral sex repeatedly

Reporting: Student ran away from KH multiple times and was disciplined instead of 
investigating the cause of his distraught

Police report launched in 2018 who said since both parties were minors, there was 
nothing to do

2010-2011

Type of Abuse: Sexual Abuse perpretrated by peers

Examples: Older girl in cottage repeatedly forced hserslef onto a younger child, forcibly 
touching private parts and rubbing genitals

Reporting: Kurn Hattin house parent walked in on the abuse once and did not report the 
incidence

House parent told guardian that no action needed to be taken as they were both minors

House parent blamed the ch

2012-2014

2010-2011
Type of Abuse: Sexual Abuse perpetrated by peers

Examples: 9-year-old in cottage with 13-year-olds was anally raped and 

forced to perform oral sex repeatedly

Reporting:

• Student ran away from KH multiple times and 

was disciplined instead of investigating the cause of his distraught.

• Police report launched in 2018 who said since both parties were 

minors, there was nothing to do.

2012-2014
Type of Abuse: Sexual Abuse perpetrated by peers

Examples: Older girl in cottage repeatedly forced herself onto a 

younger child, forcibly touching private parts and rubbing genitals

Reporting:

• Kurn Hattin house parent walked in on the abuse once and did 

not report the incidence.

• House parent told guardian that no action needed to be taken as 

they were both minors.

• House parent blamed the abused child instead

2015
VSP received notice from 

DCF that a KH student 

was forced to perform 

oral sex and engage in 

anal sex by a peer.
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2016

2017

20189-year-old student was assaulted for the next 2 

years by a peer, including being penetrated 

with a toothbrush. KH aware.

13-year-old student was molested by 15-year-

old peer for months. KH aware peer “gamed” 

the discipline system to gain access to peer. 

Kurn Hattin Abuse: 2016 to 2018
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Period Snapshot
Type of Abuse: Physical abuse by 

staff; sexual abuse perpetrated by 

peers

Examples:

• Houseparent would grab, shake, 

and scare child often.

• Student was routinely raped, 

molested, and forced to perform 

oral sex and swallow a peer’s 

ejaculate.

• Female peer assaulted child 

by routinely vaginally penetrated 

another with a toothbrush and 

threated to kill her with a knife in 

her sleep if she ever told.

DCF learned that the Exec. Director’s  

15-year-old son solicited nudes from 

a 12-year-old student and a 13-year-

old student. Son continued to have 

access to at least 1 student.
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9-year-old student was routinely 

assaulted for the next 2 years by a peer, 

including being penetrated with a 

toothbrush. KH House Parent and 

Residential Director were aware and 

didn’t report.
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2019

2019 RTP Report details 
female student who 
between the ages of 6-12 
was coerced to provide 
oral sex by male peers.

2019 RTP Report details 
“touching club” and KH 
staff knowledge. 

DCF rescinds KH’s 
license

9/10/2020

SBE directs AOE its 
own investigation into 
KH

10/21/20202019

DCF begins 

scrutinizing abuse. 

Releases lengthy RTP 

report detailing dozens 

on instances of sex 

abuse and neglect.

Period Snapshot
Type of Abuse: Physical 

abuse by staff; sexual abuse 

perpetrated by peers

Examples:

• House parent told student 

that her parents didn’t want 

her anymore and gave the 

child 6 pills that caused her 

to pass out.

• Students forcibly molested. 

KH staff were aware and 

referred to the group of 

perpetrator students as the 

“Touching Club”.
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• Students forcibly molested. 
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referred to the group of 

perpetrator students as the 

“Touching Club”.
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1983: absence of a policy prohibiting maintenance of firearms and of a policy prohibiting spanking/corporal punishment.

1984: failure to report such inappropriate use of physical intervention handling children’s behaviors; inadequate staff performing childcare services; lack of 

behavior management training; lack of staff evaluation procedures.

1984: failing to provide training to husbands of housemothers that “was much needed after several incidents of aggressive behaviors towards children by 

husbands of house mothers.”

1985: lack of adequate and consistent training for house parents and their spouses; noncompliance with creating Service Plans for children that require 

more help regulating emotions and behavior.

1988: 3 staff were terminated this year, one was found to be sexually abusing a KH child. Staff member molested 14 students, pled guilty.

1989: non-compliance for isolating children in their bedroom for extensive periods of time.

1992: one staff per cottage is inadequate and should have two for supervision purposes.

1995-96: grouping children with different ages in cottages resulted in the higher potential ability for younger children to be sexuall y or physically harmed; 

also noted an unlocked medication cabinet; multiple missing person and runaway reports by VSP.

1997: excessive isolation and solitary confinement.

1998: repeated issue with medication administration; staff responsible for administering medication should be aware of the polici es and procedures.

1999: issues with medication administration continued where staff forgot to administer medication or failed to do so in a timely manner.
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2015: forced older peer on younger peer oral and anal penetration; not fully compliant with a DCF regulations regarding the seclusion of children, including providing constant, 

uninterrupted supervision by qualified staff, employed by the program and familiar to the child/youth.

2016: Executive Director Harrison’s 15-year-old son solicited nude photos from a 13-year-old and a 12-year-old KH female resident and was allowed to continue to work in KH’s 

cafeteria with ongoing access and contact to one of the female students.

2017: allegations of physical abuse at KH, including grabbing/pushing/shoving students, withholding a student's breakfast for being late, and also being verbally abusive; a 9 year 

old female disclosed she was being continuously vaginally penetrated with a toothbrush by another girl. She stated she feared to disclose sooner as the girl threatened, she would 

“kill [her] with a knife”. Director of Residential Services was aware and failed to report because she thought that was “what children do;" ailure to timely report an allegation that 

one student, on different occasions, offered to pay money to see two other residents' private parts.

2017-2019: at least four VSP reports of peer on peer sexual assault, on multiple occasions, involving multiple individuals, including the “touching club.”

2018: DCF's “Mr. Harrison writes it occurred “…in a cottage supervised by two of our most experienced and able house parents attests to the difficulty of dealing with very 

cunning and able children in a residential setting…” “This not just an issue of cunning children but a supervision issue. The abuse occurred for over a year in that same cottage 

with the most experienced house parents and cameras."

2019: “large number of KH residents engaging in sexualized contact with each other. At least nine separate youth from two different cottages…age range of youth involved was 

between 7-11 y.o... Mrs. Richardson [...] stated that the sexual activity has been described by the boys as showing each other their genitals, some boys stated that they engaged in 

hand to genital contact, and one of the older boys (10) disclosed oral-genital contact with another of the older boys (11)...Mr. Plante [...] added that the youth report that 'the club' 

has been going on for at least a full year, perhaps longer... Ms. [x] said that a youth said the club 'has been going on since 2016.'"

2019: report found: 3of 17 child abuse and neglect investigations, were not reported in a timely manner. They also found that there were a large number of children who were 

engaging in sexual activity and KH did not intervene or report.

June, 2020: DCF offered to assist Kurn Hattin in meeting regulatory requirements to remain licensed as an RTP if it so desired. Kurn Hattin declined the offer.”

September, 2020: under mounting pressure, Kurn Hattin finally relinquished its RTP license to DFC.
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• "I went there a troubled kid and came out broken."

• “I could hardly breathe,” “I was in a panic.”

• “There was no safe place. There was no place where I could be OK. Nobody ever protected me...They all got away 

with it for so many years. They all knew...There isn’t a piece of me that doesn’t believe that.”

• "My friend committed suicide as a result of the abuse at Kurn Hattin. I'm his voice now and that of all the others who 

can't speak for themselves."

• “We can’t prevent what happened to the rest of us, but we can make sure going forward nothing happens to them."

• "The cycle of abuse must be broken, but before that can happen Kurn Hattin needs to acknowledge its role in it and 

stop denying it.”
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Jenny Coleman, Executive Director of Stop It Now! 

advises:

Childhood trauma can have a profound impact on 

educational success, professional success and the 

ability to support yourself, she said. Survivors are at 

high risk for physiological problems, including 

obesity, stress, anxiety, changes in brain development, 

and cardiopulmonary and gynecological diseases. 

They are also more likely to be revictimized and 

become addicted to drugs and alcohol.

Victims of sexual assault are 10 times more likely to 

take their own lives than people who have not been 

victims of sexual assault, according to the National 

Sexual Violence Resource Center.
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https://www.clinicaladvisor.com/home/features/developmental -trauma-disorder-the-effects-of-child-abuse-and-neglect/3/ https://www.nature.com/articles/nrn.2016.111?proof=t
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Jenny Coleman, Executive Director of Stop It Now! 

advises:

“It’s not just abuse itself, but a lack of response to the 

abuse,” that can damage a child’s belief in self, she said. 

“It’s just such a shame. Healing can happen immediately 

when we respond with belief and safety.”

The culture of intense silence at Kurn Hattin likely further 

damaged the children psychologically, she said, because 

they grew up “without anyone believing them.” The 

children were already vulnerable and had special needs. 

The layer upon layer of trauma in this situation is “really 

profound,” she said.
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