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Senator Leahy Approps Record on Burn Pits Research  
for FY18-FY22 

 
Between FY18 and FY22, Senator Leahy has shepherded $32.5 million of additional 
appropriations supporting the work of the Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence, 
to aid in the development of health expertise through clinical programs, research, education and 
risk communication. As part of the War Related Illness and Injury Study Center, the Center of 
Excellence is the lead VA agency for understanding and responding to the health needs of 
veterans exposed to burn pits. 
 
FY22: $10 million for Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence 
FY21: $7.5 million for Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence 
FY20: $5 million for Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence 
FY19: $5 million for research into the effects of burn pits 
FY18: $5 million for implementing recommendations to improve the burn pit registry from the 
National Academies of Science 
 
 

Division J of the Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY2022 
 
An increase of $10 million for the Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence was 
included in the “front matters” list of most important Congressional Items of Interest at the 
beginning of the VA title of the bill. 
 
Explanatory statement [link] 
 

https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20220307/BILLS-117RCP35-JES-DIVISION-J.pdf
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Senate Report -- S.Rpt.117-35 [link] 
 

 
 

Division J of the FY2021 Omnibus and  
COVID Response and Relief Act (P.L. 116-260) 

 
Explanatory Statement [link] 
 
Working with the House in an explanatory statement for the omnibus, Senator Leahy included 
$7.5 million for the Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence, as well as increased 
outreach for the registry. 
 

 
 
 

Division F of the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act  
for FY2020 (P.L. 116-94) 

 
Explanatory Statement of the Rules Committee [link] 
 
In FY20, due to disagreements over whether to prohibit the transfer of Military Construction 
funding for construction of a border wall, the Majority did not release a Military Construction, 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies bill. Senator Leahy advocated that the final bill include 
funding he had previously sponsored for the Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of 
Excellence, and which the House had included in its version of the bill. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/117/crpt/srpt35/CRPT-117srpt35.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CPRT-117HPRT43750/pdf/CPRT-117HPRT43750.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20191216/BILLS-116HR1865SA-JES-DIVISION-F.pdf
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Energy and Water, Legislative Branch, and  
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Consolidated Appropriations Act  

for FY2019 (P.L. 115-244) 
 
Joint Explanatory Statement of the Conference Committee [link] 
 
Within the JES, the Senator specifically reaffirmed his Senate language and provided an 
additional $5 million to improve post-deployment health practices and research for veterans 
exposed to airborne hazards and open burn pits, emphasizing the importance of the topic by 
both the House and the Senate. Most items in the House and Senate reports are included under 
a generic paragraph that says anything not contradicted in the JES should be considered to have 
been approved by the Conference Committee. 
 

 
 
Senator Leahy was also happy to support the specific inclusion of language in the JES that was 
not originally in either the House or the Senate bills that funds and changes the name of an 
existing institution to the Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence. 
 

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Joint%20Explanatory%20Statement%20H.R.%205895.pdf
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Senate Report -- S.Rpt.115-269 [link] 
 
Senator Leahy added language requiring an assessment of how veterans receive information 
about the burn pit registry. It also called for improved research and research partnerships. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/115/crpt/srpt269/CRPT-115srpt269.pdf
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Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY2018 (P.L. 115-141) 
 
Joint Explanatory Statement [link] 
 
The JES from the Conference Committee reaffirmed Senator Leahy’s registry addition in the 
Senate bill. Most items in the House and Senate reports are included under a generic paragraph 
that says anything not contradicted in the JES should be considered to have been approved by 
the Conference Committee. 
 

 
 
 
Senate Report – S.Rpt.115-130 [link] 
 
Senator Leahy added funding to implement the recommendations of the National Academies of 
Sciences in order to make the burn pit registry scientifically viable in order to improve treatment 
and solidify causal links. The VA is still overhauling and combining its multiple registry systems. 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CPRT-115HPRT29457/pdf/CPRT-115HPRT29457.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/crpt/srpt130/CRPT-115srpt130.pdf
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Senator Leahy supported language related to research, which is funded in a separate section of 
the VA approps bill from the registry. 
 

 
 
 


