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FY22 Budget Adjustment Request Details 

The Vermont Foodbank is seeking a total of $12 million dollars over fiscal years 2022 and 2023 to address the 
increased need for access to food in communities throughout Vermont. 

This request details the FY22 Budget Adjustment Request of $6 million from July 1, 2021, thru June 30, 2022, 
including increased need for food, distribution, storage, and services. NOTE: $1 million was allocated for FY22, 
but it has not yet been granted to the Foodbank (as of September 24th). This request is in addition to that 
allocation and represents an immediate based on sustained higher levels in FY22:  

 
1. High-Temperature Cooler to expand storage capacity at the Barre facility  

 Request for One-Time Funding: $1 million 
 Construction on facility currently in progress, high temp cooler is not in current budget or in 

current plan, but it is needed, and we have the space for it 
 Allows VFB to store a wider variety of fresh produce including many Vermont-grown root 

vegetables (potatoes, beets, carrots, etc.).  
 Benefits of this investment: 

• Vermont Farmers who grow root crops – this increases our capacity to purchase and store 
those crops 

• Long term benefit to entire charitable food network in the form of better access to fresh 
locally produced vegetables longer and improved quality of vegetables distributed 
 

2. Increased service capacity for FY22 to address increased need. Includes expanded capacity of 
existing programs like Veggie Van Go (VVG), Vermonters Feeding Vermonters (VFV), food sourcing and 
distribution to meet the sustained need during the “recovery” period in FY22  
 Request for One-Time Funding in FY22: $5 million 
 We know that the investments and increased response has helped to address food insecurity. 

However, the need has not diminished, and we do not see the trend lines going down in the 
foreseeable future. We need continued leadership and investment from the State to ensure our 
Vermont families have what they need to be secure. 

 We are experiencing an increased cost of roughly $400,000 per month (above pre-COVID levels) to 
serve the current and ongoing need  

 State investment allows us to increase food distribution, quality, and choice 
• Potential contract with Abbey Group to support VVG distributions which are currently at 

maximum capacity 
• Increased support directly to communities through our Network Partners in the form of 

reduced fees and increased grant dollars 
• The ability to expand Vermonters Feeding Vermonters to support more farms and get fresh 

produce to more people living in Vermont 
• Increased purchasing & distribution of staple foods to meet the sustained increased need 
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 Benefits of this investment: 
• People living in Vermont who use the charitable food system will get the food and services 

they need 
• We will purchase more produce and other products directly from Vermont farms and 

producers – and this local food will go directly to Vermonters who need it 
• We will be able to continue to reduce/eliminate fees for our Network partners in 

communities throughout the state who are serving the need, as well as provide these 
partners with grants and other support that will allow them to keep their higher levels of 
service in their communities 

• By continuing to directly address food insecurity in our Vermont communities, we may help 
to alleviate the overall burden on state services, as well as continue to refer people directly 
to programs that will help them more systemically. 
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Carrie Stahler 
Government and Public Affairs Officer 
cstahler@vtfoodbank.org 
802-793-4923 
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