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Final Proposed Filing - ~~v~rshee~t 
Instructions• 

In accordance with Title 3 Chapter 25 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated and the 

"Rule on Rulemaking" adopted by the Office of the Secretary of State, this filing will 

be considered complete upon filing and acceptance of these forms with the Office of 

the Secretary of State, and the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules. 

All forms shall be submitted at the Office of the Secretary of State, no later than 3:30 

pm on the last scheduled day of the work week. 

The data provided in text areas of these forms will be used to generate a notice of 

rulemaking in the portal of "Proposed Rule Postings" online, and the newspapers of 

record if the rule is marked for publication. Publication of notices will be charged 

back to the promulgating agency. 
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PLEASE REMOVE ANY COVERSHEET OR FORM NOT 

REQUIRED WITH THE CURRENT FILING BEFORE DELIVERY! 

Certification Statement: As the adopting Authority of this rule (see 3 V.S.A. § 801 

(b) (11) for a definition), I approve the contents of this filing entitled: 

Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice 

/s/Anthony Z. Roisman , on 824/2022

(signature) (date) 

Printed Name and Title: 

Anthony Z. Roisman 

Chair, Vermont Public Utility Commission 

RECEIVED BY: 

Coversheet 

Adopting Page 

Economic Impact Analysis 

Environmental Impact Analysis 

Strategy for M~imizing Public Input 

ScientificInformation Statement (if applicable) 

Incorporated by Reference Statement (if applicable) 

Clean text of the rule (Amended text without annotation) 

Annotated text (Clearly marking changes from previous rule) 

ICAR Minutes 

Copy of Comments 

Responsiveness Summary 
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1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: 
Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice 

2. PROPOSED NUMBER ASSIGNED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

22P 010 

3. ADOPTING AGENCY: 
Vermont Public Utility Commission 

4. PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON: 

~A PERSON WHO IS ABLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABO UT THE CONTENT OF THE R ULE~. 

Name: Kyle Landis-Marinello, Esq. 

Agency: Vermont Public Utility Commission 

Mailing Address: 112 State Street, 4th Fl . , Montpelier, VT 

05602 

Telephone: (802) 828-1158 Fax: (802) 828-3352 

E-Mail: kyle.landis-marinello@vermont.gov 

Web URL (WHERE THE RULE WILL BE POSTED 

https://epuc.vermont.gov/?q=node/64/151626 

5. SECONDARY CONTACT PERSON: 

~A SPECIFIC PERSON FROM WHOM COPIES OF FILINGS MAY BE REQ UESTED OR WHO MAY 

ANSWER Q UESTIONS ABO UT FORMS SUBMITTED FOR FILING IF DIFFERENT FROM THE 

PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON. 

Name: John Cotter, Esq. 

Agency: Vermont Public Utility Commission 

Mailing Address: 112 State Street, 4th Fl . , Montpelier, VT 

05602 

Telephone: (802) 828-1161 Fax: (802) 828-3352 

E-Mail: john . cotter@vermont . gov 

6. RECORDS EXEMPTION INCLUDED WITHIN RULE:

DOES THE RULE CONTAINANYPROVISIONDESIGNATING INFORMATIONAS CONFIDENTIAL; 

LIMITING ITS PUBLIC RELEASE; OR OTHERWISE, EXEMPTING IT FROMINSPECTIONAND 

COPYING?~ No 

IF YES, CITE THE STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THE EXEMPTION: 

PLEASE SUMMARIZE THE REASON FOR THE EXEMPTION: 

7. LEGAL AUTHORITY / ENABLING LEGISLATION: 
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THE SPECIFIC STATUTORY OR LEGAL CITATIONFROMSESSIONLAWINDICATING WHO THE 

ADOPTING ENTITYISAND THUS WHO THE SIGNATORYSHOULD BE. THIS SHOULD BEA 

SPECIFIC CITATIONNOTA CHAPTER CITATION). 

30 V.S.A. ~~ 9, 11 (a) , 11a (b) , & 208. 

8. EXPLANATION OF HOW THE RULE IS WITHIN THE AUTHORITY OF 

THE AGENCY: 
Title 30 V.S.A. ~ 11 (a) provides that "The forms, 

pleadings, and rules of practice and procedure before 

the Commission shall be prescribed by it. The 

Commission shall adopt rules ." Title 30 V.S.A. 

~ 11a(b) authorizes the Commission to implement 

electronic filing and issuance of documents "by order, 

rule, procedure, or practice." Title 30 V.S.A. ~ 9 

states that the Commission "shall have the powers of a 

court of record in the determination and adjudication 

of all matters over which it is given jurisdiction. It 

may render judgments, make orders and decrees, and 

enforce the same by any suitable process issuable by 

courts in this State." Title 30 V.S.A. ~ 208 provides 

that "A complaint to the Public Utility Commission may 

be made against a company subject to supervision under 

the provisions of this chapter concerning any claimed 

unlawful act or neglect adversely affecting the 

complainant ." The proposed amendments address 

each of the above-listed areas. 

9. THE FII.ING HAS CHANGED SINCE THE FILING OF THE PROPOSED 

RL7LE. 

10. THE AGENCY HAS INCLUDED WITH THIS FILING A LETTER 

EXPLAINING IN DETAIL WHAT CHANGES WERE MADE, CITING CHAPTER 

AND SECTION WHERE APPLICABLE. 

11. SUBSTANTIAL ARGUMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS WERE RAISED 

FOR OR AGAINST THE ORIGINAL PROPOSAL. 

12. THE AGENCY HAS INCLUDED COPIES OF ALL WRITTEN 

SUBMISSIONS AND SYNOPSES OF ORAL CONIlVIENTS RECEIVED. 

13. THE AGENCY HAS INCLUDED A LETTER EXPLAINING IN DETAIL 

THE REASONS FOR THE AGENCY'S DECISION TO REJECT OR ADOPT 

THEM. 

14. CONCISE SUMMARY (150 woRns ox LEss): 

The Commission has not comprehensively revised its 

rules of practice in many years. The proposed rule 
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will update the Commission's rules of practice to, 

among other things, (1) reflect the implementation of 

the Commission's electronic filing system, (2) more 

clearly identify the portions of the Vermont Rules of 

Civil Procedure that apply in Commission proceedings, 

(3) better facilitate public participation by non-

lawyers in Commission proceedings by incorporating all 

rules of procedure into a single source and clarifying 

their. meaning and application, making it easier for 

public participants to understand what rules apply, and 

(4) incorporate certain procedural changes that were 

made on an emergency basis during the COVID-19 

pandemic, including clarifying that the Commission may 

hold status conferences and hearings remotely (and 

allow remote participation even at in-person hearings) 

and that parties may file documents without 

notarization. 

15. EXPLANATION OF WHY THE RULE IS NECESSARY: 

Clear and consistent rules of practice make it easier 

for stakeholders to participate in Commission 

proceedings and ensure that all stakeholders' 

procedural rights are protected. 

16. EXPLANATION OF HOW THE RULE IS NOT ARBITRARY: 

There are currently three different sources that must 

be consulted to effectively participate in Commission 

proceedings: (1} the current version of Rule 2.000, (2) 

the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure, which are 

currently incorporated by reference into Rule 2.000, 

and (3) the Commission's Procedures for Electronic 

Filing Using ePUC. This causes a degree of difficulty 

for participation in Commission proceedings because of 

the need to consult three different procedural rule 

sources, especially for non-attorney, citizen 

participants. The changes are intended to alleviate 

this difficulty by incorporating all rules of procedure 

into a single source and clarifying their meaning and 

application. The changes reflect the input and 

requests from a great many individuals and entities 

that have practiced before the Commission. 

17. LIST OF PEOPLE, ENTERPRISES AND GOVERNMENT ENTITIES 

AFFECTED BY THIS RULE: 
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Any individual, entity, or government agency appearing 

in proceedings before the Public Utility Commission. 

Examples include Vermont utilities, ratepayers, 

developers of and neighbors to proposed generation or 

transmission projects, public interest entities, state 

agencies such as the Vermont Department of Public 

Service, Agency of Natural Resources, and Agency of 

Agriculture, Food and Markets, and attorneys and non-

attorneys representing the same. 

18. BRIEF SUNIlVIARY OF ECONOMIC IlVIPACT (150 woxDs oR LEss): 

It is possible that the changes to Rule 2.000 will 

result in some economic impacts on parties in 

constested cases before the Public Utility Commission, 

including regulated utilities and their customers 

(Vermont ratepayers). Specifically, the rule 

amendments may help to facilitate additional public 

participation in contested cases at the Commission. 

This could result in an increase in the number of 

formal parties in more controversial cases, potentially 

raising litigation costs, although it could also lead 

to a decrease in costs by making the process of 

participation easier for all parties. 

19. A HEARING WAS HELD. 

20. HEARING INFORMATION 

THE FIRST HEARING SHALL BE NO SOONER THAN 30 DAYS FOLLOWING THE POSTING OF 

NOTICES ONLINE. 

IF THIS FORM IS INSUFFICIENT TO LIST THE INFORMATION FOR EACH HEARIl~TG, PLEASE 

ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET TO COMPLETE THE HEARING INFORMATION. 

Date: 6/21/2022 

Time: 0 5 : 3 0 PM 

Street Address: https : / /meet . goto . com/ 911317 925 OR call 

(877)309-2073 and enter Pin# 911-317-925 

Zip Code: 

Date: 

Time: AM 

Street Address: 

Zip Code: 

Date: 
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Time: AM 

Street Address: 

Zip Code: 

Date: 

Time: AM 

Street Address: 

Zip Code: 

21. DEADLINE FOR COMN~NT ~NO EARLIER THAN 7 DAYS FOLLOWING LAST HEARING: 

6/28/2022 

KEYWORDSPLEASE PROVIDE AT LEAST 3 KEYWORDS OR PHRASES TO AID 1N THE 

SEARCHABILITY OF THE RULE NOTICE ONLINE. 

Public Utility Commission 

rules of practice 

Rule 2.000 

ePUC 
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112 State Street 

4th Floor 

Montpelier, VT 05620-2701 

TEL: 802-828-2358 

State of Vermont 

Public Utility Commission 

August 24, 2022 

To Whom It May Concern, 

TTY/TDD (VT: 800-253-0191) 

FAX: 802-828-3351 

E-mail: puc.clerk@vermont.gov 

Internet: htE~//~uc.ver~aont. 

As explained in detail in the Responsiveness Summary that accompanies this filing, the 

August 24, 2022, final proposed filing of Public Utility Commission Rule 2 contains the 

following changes to the May 18, 2022, proposed filing: 

• Rule 2.204(A) now requires service to (among others) all entities entitled to service under 

Rule 2.205. 

Rule 2.205(A) in turn provides as follows: "At the beginning of a proceeding that 

proposes to make changes to existing pole-attachment terms or tariffs, proposes a 

new pole-attachment tariff, or seeks approval of a program involving pole-

attachment rates, the pole-owning entity must provide notice of the filing to all 

entities that currently have equipment attached or have applied to attach 

equipment to one or more poles owned by the pole-owning entity." 

• Rule 2.201(A)(3) now contains similar language that appears in Rule 2.201(A)(2) 

regarding automatic notices of appearance. 

• Rule 2.219(B) regarding motions for summary judgment now includes the following: 

"The moving party may file a reply memorandum within 14 days after service of the 

opposition. The Commission may also allow a surreply memorandum." 

Sincerely, 

Kyle Landis-Marinello, Esq. 
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Adopting Page 

Instructions• 

This form must accompany each filing made during the rulemaking process: 

Note: To satisfy the requirement for an annotated text, an agency must submit the entire 

rule in annotated form with proposed and final proposed filings. Filing an annotated 

paragraph or page of a larger rule is not sufficient. Annotation must clearly show the 

changes to the rule. 

When possible, the agency shall file the annotated text, using the appropriate page or 

pages from the Code of Vermont Rules as a basis for the annotated version. New rules 

need not be accompanied by an annotated text. 

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: 
Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice 

2. ADOPTING AGENCY: 

Vermont Public Utility Commission 

3 . TYPE OF FILING (PLEASE CHOOSE THE TYPE OF FILING FROM THE DROPDOWIV MENU 

BASED ON THE DEFINITIONS PROVIDED BELOW 

• AMENDMENT - Any change to an already existing rule, 

even if it is a complete rewrite of the rule, it is considered 

an amendment if the rule is replaced with other text. 

• NEW RULE - A rule that did not previously exist even under 

a different name. 

• REPEAL - The removal of a rule in its entirety, without 

replacing it with other text. 

This filing is AN AMENDMENT OF AN EXISTING RULE 

4. LAST ADOPTEDPLEASE PROVIDE THE SOS LOG#, TITLE AND EFFECTIVE DATE OF 

THE LAST ADOPTIONFOR THE EXISTING RULE 

#18-038, 30 000 2000 Rules of Practice, 09/15/2018 
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State of Vermont [phone] 8oz-828-3322 Kristin L. Clouser, Secretary 
Agency of Administration [fax 802-828-2428 
io9 State Street 
Montpelier, VT o56o9-ozoi 
w~~.aoa.vermont.gov 

INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (ICAR) MINUTES 

Meeting Date/Location: April 11, 2022, virtually via Microsoft Teems 
Members Present: Chair Douglas Farnham, Brendan Atw~~~cl. Diane Bothfeld, Jared Adler, Jennifer 

Mojo, John Kessler, Diane Sherman.. !~,'1icl~,le1 Obuchowski and Donna Russo-
Savage 

Members Absent: None 
Minutes By: Melissa Mazza-Paquette 

2:02 p.m. meeting called to order, welcome and intr~_~ductions of new 1(';~R members: Jared Adler, 
Department of Labor; and Donna Russo-Savage, ~~1~rc~l~y of Fd~~cr~ti~~n 
Review and approval of minutes from the March~'~~__?i~2? ~llceti~~ ~, -

• No additions/deletions to agenda. Agenda a~~rr~~~~~i ~~s ~irafied. 

The following emergency rules were su~~r~~~rted b}~ IC.~R Chair ~~rrnham: 
o `Transitional Housing Program E~~~c~~~_~nc~~ P~ul~~~_ :~~~enc~ oCHuman Services, Deparhnent for 

Children and Families. un 03/31/22 
■ The purpose of t}~e T~-ansition,~l Hu«sin~~ Pro~~ra~n is t~~ offer more stability to households 

experiencin r hum~le~sl~ess. The ~l~ransitiunal Hnusina Program will provide financial 
assistance t<~ ~li~rit~l~ }~ouseholds ~tor up to 18 months in the form of direct monthly payments 
to motel ~,nd hotel ~~„~ners ~vho h<~~ e c~ecuted an Occupancy Agreement with an eligible 
tlou~ehold. L-li~~ible h~~u~el~olds in~ludr households experiencing homelessness category one 
or t~~~~, ~~s dciin~~1 by thz Dc~~artmcn< <~J~ Housing and Urban Development (HLJD) with 
i~icome at oi~ h~l~~~~ ~U°~, of the Ar~~i Median Income (AMI) in the town in which the 
household is seckin~ hc,usin~~. Recipients of Transitional Housing Program assistance must 
~~articipate in C;~~~rclin~~tc~i 1:nt~-y - the system to refer and connect households to housing 
assistance — to find l~~nb terns Housing. The Transitional Housing Program will be funded by 
the j~~dcra.l Emcr~r~~i~~~ Rental Assistance Program (ER.AP) and wi11 conform to all federal 
law and ~~uid~ne~ ~~o~ erning ERAP. 

o `Access to Health C~~r~ 5~ivices Related to COVID-19', Deparhnent of Financial Regulation, on 
04/0 l /22 

■ The emergency rule requires health insurers to provide continuing coverage of COVID-19 
diagnosis, testing (including rapid antigen testing), and treatment without member cost-
sharing. 

04-11-22 ICAR Minutes, Page 1 of 4 



o `Reportable and Communicable Diseases Emergency Rule', Agency of Human Services, 
Department of Health, on 04/01/22 

■ This rulemaking does the following: 
1) Adds COVID-19 and multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children to the list of 
reportable diseases; 
2) Adds SARS-CoV-2 to the list of reportable laboratory findings and requires that all 
results be reported including positive, negative, and indeterminate. 
3) Adds race and ethnicity data as required reporting content; 
4) Adds the definition of electronic reporting to clarify approved methods of reporting and 
establishes a basis to share data between the Department and Vermont Information 
Technology Leaders (VITL); 
5) Adds standardization procedures for administr~~ti~ ~ specimen collection; 
6) Clarifies the timeframe for reporting laboratc~r~ lindings to the Department; 
7) Removes certain animal diseases from the list ~~f reportable diseases; 
8) Reorganizes sections for clarity. 

Formal rulemaking is already underway. ~~ hip h will ins luck the proposed changes to this 
emergency rule. 

• `PUC Emergency Rule 2.500 COVID-19 Emer`~enc~ Procedures', Public t_'tility Commission, on Apri17, 
2022 

• No public comments made. 

• Presentation of Proposed Rules on pages ~ -4 to follow. 

1. Rules and Regulations: Visitar Ccmciuet snd Fees arld Charges for State Park Services and 
Commercial Activities on Department Lands, :~~cnc~ of~ tiratural Resources, page 3 

2. Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice, Public t'tilit~~ C~,mmis~i~~n, pa~.;e~ 4 
~ Next scheduled meeting is :lTa} ~~, ?022 at 2~U0 p.»>. 

• 3:2G p.m. meeting ad~it,~a~~11~c1. 

'' 
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Proposed Rule: Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice, Public Utility Commission 
Presented By: John Cotter 

Motion made to accept the rule by Brendan Atwood, seconded by Diane Bothfeld, and passed unanimously 
except for Mike Obuchowski who left the meeting early therefore did not vote, with the following 
recommendations: 

1. Proposed Rule Coversheet, #16: Change `Commission' to spell out `Public Utility Commission'. 
2. Proposed Rule Coversheet #8: In (3) and (4) provide a succinct summary of how the rules are 

changing to facilitate participation and include what the procedural changes around COVID-19 were 
focused on. 

3. Include ways that the rule was changed to increase the likelihoc~~~ of public participation in the 
hearings themselves. 

4. Proposed Rule, page 24, #2.216: Consider clarifying langua~~e to include virtual participation. 
5. If appropriate, clarify that the rule follows the Supra-m~ Court ai7d how that impacts your 

proceedings and how you're interpreting that. 
6. If appropriate, clarify that if a change is implenl~nlcd by an order, is that change then integrated into 

the text, so others don't have to look at the test and then look at a s~ri~s of orders as well. 
7. Proposed Rule, #2.104: If appropriate, switch lan`uage order ~f'C~nuiiission order' and 

'Commission rule'. 

"3 
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Administrative Procedures 

Economic Impact Analysis 

Instructions• 

In completing the economic impact analysis, an agency analyzes and evaluates the 

anticipated costs and benefits to be expected from adoption of the rule; estimates the 

costs and benefits for each category of people enterprises and government entities 

affected by the rule; compares alternatives to adopting the rule; and explains their 

analysis concluding that rulemaking is the most appropriate method of achieving the 

regulatory purpose. If no impacts are anticipated, please specify "No impact 

anticipated" in the field. 

Rules affecting or regulating schools or school districts must include cost implications 

to local school districts and taxpayers in the impact statement, a clear statement of 

associated costs, and consideration of alternatives to the rule to reduce or ameliorate 

costs to local school districts while still achieving the objectives of the rule (see 3 

V.S.A. § 832b for details). 

Rules affecting small businesses (excluding impacts incidental to the purchase and 

payment of goods and services by the State or an agency thereof , must include ways 

that a business can reduce the cost or burden of compliance or an explanation of why 

the agency determines that such evaluation isn't appropriate, and an evaluation of 

creative, innovative or flexible methods of compliance that would not significantly 

impair the effectiveness of the rule or increase the risk to the health, safety, or welfare 

of the public or those affected by the rule. 

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: 

Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice 

2. ADOPTING AGENCY: 

Vermont Public Utility Commission 

3. CATEGORY OF AFFECTED PARTIES: 

LIST CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE, ENTERPRISES, AND GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES POTENTIALLY 

AFFECTED BY THE ADOPTION OF THIS R ULE AND THE ESTIMATED COSTS AND BENEFITS 

ANTICIPATED: 

(1) Regulated utilities and project developers: Costs. 

Regulated utilities and developers of generation and 

transmission projects may experience an increase in 

litigation costs to the extent the rule amendments 

result in an increase in the number of parties to 

contested case proceedings, such as rate cases and 

siting cases for generation and transmission 
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facilities. It is not possible to anticipate or 

quantify any cost increases that may result in any 

given case. However, cost increases, if any, are 

expected only in a limited number of more controversial 

cases. Benefits. All rules of procedure are. in one 

location, providing efficiency and a reduction in costs 

to petitioning utilities and project developers. 

Further, opportunities for increased public 

participation can decrease litigation costs if it leads 

to an earlier resolution of issues. 

(2) Government agencies. Costs. It is possible that 

government agencies may see a small increase in costs 

from the amendments if the amendments result in an 

increase in the number of parties in more controversial 

cases. Any such increases are expected to be limited 

in most cases given that state agencies, with the 

exception of the Department of Public Service, tend to 

participate on a limited number of issues in most 

cases. Benefits. All rules of procedure are in one 

location, providing efficiency to participating state 

agencies. Further, opportunities for increased public 

participation can decrease litigation costs if it leads 

to an earlier resolution of issues. 

(3) Vermont Ratepayers. Costs. To the extent that the 

amendments result in increased litigation costs to 

rate-regulated utilities, those utilities will likely 

seek to recover the costs in rates from Vermont 

ratepayers. However, impacts on individual ratepayers 

are expected to be small because those costs would be 

distributed among all of a utility's ratepayers. 

Benefits. Obtaining information on how to participate 

in contested case proceedings before the Commission 

will be simplified for ratepayers that wish to 

participate in those proceedings. Further, 

opportunities for increased public participation can 

decrease litigation costs if it leads to an earlier 

resolution of issues. 

(4) Intervenors. Costs. The rule amendments are not 

expected to increase costs for citizens and entities 

(such as public interest groups) seeking to participate 

in contested case proceedings before the Commission. 
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Benefits. Obtaining information on how to participate 

in contested case proceedings before the Commission 

will be simplified for intervenors that wish to 

participate in those proceedings. Further, 

opportunities for increased public participation can 

decrease litigation costs if it leads to an earlier 

resolution of issues. 

(5) Benefits generally. The rule amendments are 

expected to facilitate the process of participation in 

contested case proceedings before the Commission, 

resulting in greater public participation in regulated 

utility matters. This is consistent with the 

legislative intent behind Act 174 of 2016, which 

encouraged the Commission to facilitate public 

participation in all of its proceedings. 

4. IMPACT ON SCHOOLS: 

INDICATE ANY IMPACT THAT THE R ULE WILL HAVE ON PUBLIC ED UCATION, PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS, LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTSAND/OR TAXPAYERS CLEARLYSTATING ANY 

ASSOCIATED COSTS: 

No impacts on schools are anticipated. 

5. ALTERNATIVES: CONSIDERATIONOFALTERNATIVES TO THE RULE TO REDUCE OR 

AMELIORATE COSTS TO LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHILE STILL ACHIEVING THE OBJECTIVE 

OF THE RULE. 

See response to number 4, above. 

6. IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESSES: 

INDICATE ANYIMPACT THAT THE R ULE WILL HAVE ON SMALL BUSINESSES ~EXCL UDING 

IMPACTS INCIDENTAL TO THE PURCHASE AND PAYMENT OF GOODS AND SERVICES BY THE 

STATE OR ANAGENCY THEREOF 

The rule amendments are not expected to have any 

economic impact on small businesses outside of the 

potential litigation costs described above for 

regulated utilities and project developers, assuming 

that the smaller regulated utilities and project 

developers in Vermont fall into this category. 

7. SMALL BUSINESS COMPLIANCE: EXPLAIN WAYSA BUSINESS CANREDUCE THE 

COST~BURDEN OF COMPLIANCE OR ANEXPLANATION OF WHY THE AGENCYDETERMINES 

THAT SUCHEVAL UATIONISN'T APPROPRIATE. 
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The rule amendments do not create any new compliance 

obligations for any entity appearing in a contested 

case before the Commission. Rather, they clarify the 

rules of procedure for participating in such cases. 

8. COMPARISON: 

COMPARE THE IMPACT OF THE R ULE WITH THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF OTHER 

ALTERNATIVES TO THE RULE, INCLUDING NO RULE ONTHE SUBJECT OR A RULE HAVING 

SEPARATE REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL BZISINESS: 

The alternative to the rule amendments is leaving the 

current scenario in place. As explained earlier, the 

current scenario, with different categories of 

procedural rules found in three different sources, is 

less efficient than the outcome expected from the rule 

amendments. There is no way to create separate 

requirements for small businesses. The Commission has 

written its procedural rules to be as efficient as 

possible for all contested case participants, 

regardless of their size. 

S~. SUFFICIENCY: DESCRIBE HOW THE ANALYSIS WAS CONDUCTED, IDENTIFYING 

.RELEVANT INTERNAL AND/OR EXTERNAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION USED. 

The Commission relied on its years of experience 

conducting contested case proceedings and the feedback 

it has received from participants in those proceedings. 

The Commission also conducted a process consisting of 

four rounds of comments and two workshops to receive 

feedback from interested persons and entities on the 

proposed rule amendments. The information received 

during this process, plus that gathered over years of 

experience conducting contested case proceedings, 

formed the basis for the Commission's assessment of 

potential economic impacts from the rule amendments. 
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Instructions• 

In completing the environmental impact analysis, an agency analyzes and evaluates 

the anticipated environmental impacts (positive or negative) to be expected from 

adoption of the rule; compares alternatives to adopting the rule; explains the 

sufficiency of the environmental impact analysis. If no impacts are anticipated, please 

specify "No impact anticipated" in the field. 

Examples of Environmental Impacts include but are not limited to: 

• Impacts on the emission of greenhouse gases 

• Impacts on the discharge of pollutants to water 

• Impacts on the arability of land 

• Impacts on the climate 

• Impacts on the flow of water 

• Impacts on recreation 

• Or other environmental impacts 

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: 

Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice 

2. ADOPTING AGENCY: 

Vermont Public Utility Commission 

3 . GREENHOUSE GAS : EXPLAIN HOW THE R ULE IMPACTS THE EMISSION OF 

GREENHOUSE GASES ~E. G. TRANSPORTATION OF PEOPLE OR GOODS; BUILDING 

INFRASTRUCTURE; LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT, WASTE GENERATION, ETC. 

The rule amendments are not expected to impact 

greenhouse gas emissions, unless they encourage an 

increase in the use of electronic filing. If 

electronic filing increases, then there will be 

downward pressure on the production and transport of 

hard copies for filing purposes, resulting in a minor 

net decrease in greenhouse gas emissions. 

4. WATER: EXPLAINHOW THE R ULE IMPACTS YVATER ~E. G. DISCHARGE /ELIMINATION OF 

POLL UTIONINTO VERMONT WATERS, THE FLOW OF YVATER IN THE STATE, WATER QUALITY 

ETC. : 

There will be no impact to water. 
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S . LAND: EXPLAINHOW THE R ULE IMPACTS LAND ~E. G. IMPACTS ONFORESTRY, 

AGRICULTURE ETC. : 

There will be no impact to land. 

6. RECREATION: EXPLAIN HOW THE R ULE IMPACT RECREATIONIN THE STATE: 

There will be no impact to recreation. 

7. CLIMATE : EXPLAIN HOW THE R ULE IMPACTS THE CLIMATE IN THE STATE: 

There will be no impact to climate other than a 

possible minor decrease in greenhouse gas emissions as 

noted in response to number 3, above. 

S. OTHER: EXPLAINHOW THE RULE IMPACT OTHER ASPECTS OF VERMONT'S 

ENVIRONMENT.' 

There will be no impact on other aspects of Vermont's 

environment. 

9. SUFFICIENCY: DESCRIBE HOW THE ANALYSIS WAS CONDUCTED, IDENTIFYING 

RELEVANT INTERNAL AND/OR EXTERNAL 5O URCES OF INFORMATION USED. 

The analysis was conducted based on the Commission's 

experience with contested case proceedings. The rule 

amendments are procedural in nature and do not cause 

any impacts on the environment. 
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Administrative Procedures 

Public Input Maximization Plan 

Instructions 

Agencies are encouraged to hold hearings as part of their strategy to maximize the 

involvement of the public in the development of rules. Please complete the form 

below by describing the agency's strategy for maximizing public input (what it did do, 

or will do to maximize the involvement of the public). 

This form must accompany each filing made during the rulemaking process: 

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: 

Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice 

2. ADOPTING AGENCY: 

Vermont Public Utility Commission 

3. PLEASE DESCRIBE THE AGENCY'S STRATEGY TO MAXIMIZE PUBLIC 

INVOLVEMENT 1N THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPOSED RULE, 

LISTING THE STEPS THAT HAVE BEEN OR WILL BE TAKEN TO 

COMPLY WITH THAT STRATEGY: 

The Commission has maximized public input on the 

proposed rule amendments by contacting and engaging as 

many potentially interested persons, entities, and 

organizations as possible, both in a pre-rulemaking 

format to best inform the proposed amendments, and in a 

formal rulemaking format, through public hearings and 

written comments before and after the filing of the 

proposed rule with the Secretary of State. 

The Commission held two workshops and solicited four 

rounds of comments on the proposed rule amendments from 

interested persons and entities, as well as a public 

hearing followed by a fifth round of written comments. 

The initial notice announcing the Commission's intent 

to adopt amendments to Rule 2.000 was sent to the 

Commission's stakeholder email distribution list, which 

contains approximately 380 recipients consisting of 

utilities, law firms, public interest groups, state 

agencies, trade groups, and others that have either 

participated in or expressed interest in Commission 
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Public Input 

proceedings. A press release announcing the proposed 

rule amendments was also widely distributed. 

In response to the initial announcement, the Commission 

received comments from approximately 20 participants, 

ranging from interested citizens, law firms, utilities, 

developers, public interest groups, and state agencies. 

Many of these also participated in the two workshops. 

When the proposed rule was filed with the Secretary of 

State, the Commission again circulated the proposed 

amendments to the persons and entities that have 

actively participated in the development of the rule 

amendments so far. The Commission then scheduled a 

remote public hearing and received oral and written 

comments from the public. 

The Commission also posted notice of the formal 

rulemaking on its website and distributed a memorandum 

from the Clerk of the Commission to the Commission's 

stakeholder email distribution list to again notify the 

original group of approximately 380 recipients of the 

commencement of the formal rulemaking process. 

4. BEYOND GENERAL ADVERTISEMENTS, PLEASE LIST THE PEOPLE AND 

ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN OR WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPOSED RULE: 

To date, the following persons and organizations have 

participated in workshops or provided comments that 

assisted in developing the proposed rule amendments: 

the Vermont Department of Public Service, the Vermont 

Agency of Natural Resources, the Vermont Natural 

Resources Board, Green Mountain Power Corporation, 

Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc., Vermont Gas 

Systems, Inc., Consolidated Communications of Vermont, 

LLC, and Consolidated Communications of Northland 

Company, Comcast of 

Connecticut/Georgia/Massachusetts/New Hampshire/New 

York/North Carolina/Virginia/Vermont, LLC, Efficiency 

Vermont, Paul Brouha, Vermonters for a Clean 

Environment, Renewable Energy Vermont, Allco Renewable 

Energy Limited, Green Lantern Development, LLC, 

AllEarth Renewables, Inc., Downs Rachlin Martin PLLC, 

Cindy Hill, Esq., Sheehey Furlong & Behm, 
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Public Input 

Valsangiacomo, Detora & McQuesten, P.C., and Dunkiel 

Saunders Elliott Raubvogel & Hand, PLLC. 

During the formal rulemaking process, the Commission 

received input from Comcast of 

Connecticut/Georgia/Massachusetts/New Hampshire/New 

York/North Carolina/Virginia/Vermont, LLC, and 

Vermonters for a Clean Environment. 
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State of Vermont 

Public Utility Commission 

RULE 2.000 RULES OF PROCEDURE RULEMAKING 

Responsiveness Summary 

August 24, 2022 

I. Introduction 

During the public comment period for Vermont Public Utility Commission Rule 2.000 

(Rules of Procedure), the Commission received written comments and oral comments at a public 

hearing from Comcast of Connecticut/Georgia/Massachusetts/New Hampshire/New York/North 

Carolina/Virginia/Vermont, LLC ("Comcast"). The Commission also received oral comments at 

a public hearing from Vermonters for a Clean Environment. 

Synopses of the comments and responses are provided below. 

II. Comments and Responses 

A. Comcast 

Comment: 

In both its written and oral comments, Comcast raised concerns about the lack of notice 

to entities that (like Comcast) place attachments on utility poles. This notice issue can occur 

when an owner of utility poles proposes "changes to pole tariffs by pole owning utilities that 

affect not only pole attachment rates, but also pole access that can have a significant impact on 

the construction and operation of critically important broadband networks." ~ While Comcast 

seems to recognize that its concern is best addressed through an amendment to Commission Rule 

3.709(A), which specifically addresses the notice requirements for those types of proceedings, 

Comcast argues that a "time consuming, expensive amendment to [Commission Rule] 3.709(A) 

should not be required for attaching entities to receive notice of all tariff filings by pole owning 

utilities where the issue can be expeditiously resolved in the instant proceeding."Z

' Comcast's July 5, 2022, Comments at 1-2. 

z Id. at 2 (footnote omitted). 
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Although Comcast's concern is specific to changes to pole-attachment terms and 

conditions, Comcast recommends changes to Rule 2 that would provide that "for every type of 

proceeding," the initiating party would need to provide notice of the proceeding to all "persons 

and entities with known significant interests that may be affected."3

Finally, Comcast recommends changes to ePUC (the Commission's electronic filing 

system) to "allow[] a subscriber to elect to receive notice of filings by industry."4

Response: 

Although the Commission continues to believe, as Comcast seems to recognize, that the 

preferred way to address Comcast's concern would be through an amendment to Commission 

Rule 3.709(A), the Commission has nevertheless addressed Comcast's concern through changes 

to Commission Rules 2.204 and 2.205. In response to Comcast's comments, proposed 

Commission Rule 2.204(A) now requires service to (among others) all entities entitled to service 

under Rule 2.205, and Rule 2.205(A) in turn provides as follows: 

At the beginning of a proceeding that proposes to make changes to existing pole-
attachment terms or tariffs, proposes a new pole-attachment tariff, or seeks 
approval of a program involving pole-attachment rates, the pole-owning entity 

must provide notice of the filing to all entities that currently have equipment 

attached or have applied to attach equipment to one or more poles owned by the 
pole-owning entity. 

These changes ensure that Comcast—and all other known pole-attaching entities, including those 

that have applied to attach equipment to poles owned by the pole-owning entity—will be 

provided notice of proposed changes to pole-attachment terms or tariffs. 

In light of the above changes, the Commission did not adopt Comcast's broader 

suggestion to make changes that would require notice to all those who have known significant 

interests that may be affected by a proceeding. While the Commission agrees with this concept 

in principle, the Commission is reluctant to adopt a rule requiring such notice for all proceedings. 

Comcast's proposed language is too broad and vague and would likely lead to unnecessary 

litigation. When it comes to notice of a particular proceeding, either a Vermont statute or a 

Commission rule specific to that type of proceeding (or both) usually states which entities are 

entitled to notice. This simplifies the process for entities seeking Commission approval so that, 

for instance, a developer of a new solar project knows which entities are entitled to notice. 

Adding an additional, undefined notice requirement would not be fair to petitioners. 

3 Id. at 3. 

4 Id. 
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Finally, regarding Comcast's request to change ePUC to allow a subscriber to receive 

notice of filings by industry, that request is not related to the proposed changes to Rule 2.000. 

Further, ePUC's functionality depends on the underlying electronic case-management software 

that the Commission has licensed. While this software is quite configurable, it currently cannot 

be configured to allow an entity to subscribe to a particular industry. The Commission always 

welcomes feedback from stakeholders and members of the public on ePUC, and the Commission 

has informed the software vendor that there is interest in adding this functionality to ePUC. 

However, the Commission does not know whether the functionality needed to enable the change 

requested by Comcast will be added to the software and, regardless, that is not a matter that is 

relevant to Rule 2.000. 

B. Vermonters for a Clean Environment 

Comment: 

During a public hearing, Vermonters for a Clean Environment noted that proposed Rule 

2.201(A)(3) was missing language that appears in Rule 2.201(A)(2) regarding automatic notices 

of appearance. Vermonters for a Clean Environment requested that the Commission address this 

oversight. 

Response: 

The Commission has adopted the request by Vermonters for a Clean Environment to 

remedy this inconsistency. Proposed Commission Rule 2.201(A)(3) now contains similar 

language that appears in Rule 2.201(A)(2) regarding automatic notices of appearance. 

III. Additional Change 

Although not raised by any of the commenters, the Commission made an additional 

change to proposed Rule 2 in response to a recent update to the Vermont Rules of Civil 

Procedure. Consistent with the updated Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure, the following two 

sentences were added to proposed Commission Rule 2.219(B) regarding motions for summary 

judgment: "The moving party may file a reply memorandum within 14 days after service of the 

opposition. The Commission may also allow a surreply memorandum." 
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1 MR. LANDIS-MARINELLO: Welcome everyone. 

2 Good evening and thank you for being here. This is 

3 Vermont Public Utility Commission public hearing in 

4 Case Number 20-2369-RULE regarding proposed revisions 

5 to Vermont Public Utility Commission Rule 2. My name 

6 is Kyle Landis-Marinello. I'm General Counsel at the 

7 Vermont Public Utility Commission. Our Operations 

8 Director Ann Bishop is here serving as the Go To 

9 Meeting platform manager for this public hearing. 

10 Also attending the public hearing today are Deputy 

11 General Counsel John Cotter and Staff Attorney 

12 Michael Tousley. 

13 The purpose of tonight's hearing is to 

14 provide an opportunity to hear input from the public 

15 on this rulemaking. The comments received at this 

16 hearing will be part of the public record in this 

17 case. You can also provide written comments using 

18 the Commission's online document management system 

19 ePUC or by direct mail or email. You can comment in 

20 the ePUC without establishing a log in. Please file 

21 all comments by the deadline of 7uly 5,~ 2022. 

22 Contact information is provided on the Commission's 

23 web site www.puc.vermont.gov. You can also subscribe 

24 to this case in ePUC which means you'll receive an 

25 email notification of any Commission order or filing 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (B00/802) 863-6067 
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made by a participant in the case. More information 

about how to participate in Commission proceedings is 

available in the public participation section of the 

Commission's web site. 

Tonight's hearing will be transcribed by a 

court reporter. This transcript, along with all 

other comments received by the Commission, become 

part of the case's public file so that Commission 

members, staff, and participants can consider the 

comments. The transcript will be available in ePUC 

which is accessible directly online at ePUC.vermont. 

gov or from links on the Commission's web site. 

If a participant or member of the public 

intends to record the public hearing via video or 

audio, please indicate this when you provide your 

name for the court reporter. Public comments can be 

helpful in raising new issues or perspectives that 

the Commission should consider so we look forward to 

hearing your input. 

We have some procedures for remote web 

based public hearings. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

the Commission is limiting in-person contact. As a 

result this public hearing is being conducted 

remotely. We're using the web-based platform Go To 

Meeting. During this public hearing we'll be using 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 



5 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

some special procedures uniquely related to using a 

web-based platform. I'll read them now for the 

benefit of all attendees and to ensure we have them 

on the record. 

Attendees may raise concerns about these 

procedures either now or at any point during the 

public hearing if the platform is not performing as 

expected or if you're having difficulties. We expect 

the public hearing will proceed more slowly than 

usual. We may need to stop along the way to resolve 

technical issues. We also recognize that because 

we're all in remote locations such as our homes there 

may be unexpected interruptions at these locations. 

Anyone who anticipates speaking during the public 

hearing should keep their cameras on until they 

provided their public comments. It's helpful to see 

you particularly when you're speaking. 

Commission staff will not mute anyone's 

microphone whether a participant or a member of the 

public. This means you should keep yourself on mute 

unless you are speaking. That will minimize 

background noises. I'l1 ask each member of the 

public whose cameras are on one at a time if they 

would like to speak. I'll also ask whether anyone 

participating by phone wishes to speak. It's 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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important we avoid talking over one another. Each 

time you begin talking please identify yourself by 

name for the court reporter. If your Internet 

connection cuts out, please try to rejoin Go To 

Meeting or call in to the public hearing using the Go 

To Meeting telephone number that was provided in the 

public hearing notice. If at any point you become 

aware of another participant or a member of the 

public having trouble accessing the video or audio 

feeds, please let us know immediately. We'll pause 

the public hearing to try to resolve the issue. 

Does anyone have any questions or 

concerns about these procedures? Okay. With that 

covered we'll now begin the substantive portion of 

the public hearing. So I'll just ask if anyone wants 

to make public comments you can go ahead and, Mr. 

White, I see your camera is on. Would you like to 

start? You're on mute. 

MR. WHITE: Minor details. Yes. Thank 

you very much. Thanks to the Commission and this has 

been a long docket. It's a couple years in the 

making. Kind of esoteric issues. You know 

incorporating the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure 

into the PUC rules that's a pretty big task and 

Comcast has participated throughout. I'm a Senior 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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Director of Regulatory Affairs for Comcast. We've 

participated throughout in the workshops and filed a 

couple sets of comments. 

Our issue really relates to notice and 

the big question is when a petition comes before the 

Commission how does the PUC compile the list of 

parties entitled to receive notice, in essence the 

service list. One of the goals of the Commission in 

this case is to increase public participation and one 

of the issues in the case is again the standard for 

intervention. Now there's intervention as a right 

when you have a really substantial interest. There's 

permissive intervention. There's been argument about 

that and the Commission's addressed that, but you 

can't apply to intervene unless you know about the 

case, and I find it -- you mentioned that in the 

beginning, Kyle, that there's information on the 

public -- on the web site about public participation. 

It talks about advanced notice, but if you're at that 

point, you already know about a case. I mean you 

need to know about the case and intervene in order to 

get in it, and there's nothing on the PUC web site 

that really clarifies how the Commission compiles 

these service lists. 

So Comcast's interest is mainly that we 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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are an attaching entity. Like many other service 

providers in telecommunications service we attach to 

utility poles. ~We pay rates for that. There are 

other terms and conditions; how we get on the poles, 

et cetera. Those -- all those rules and those costs 

are governed by tariffs filed by pole owners at the 

PUC. They function as contracts. There are no pole 

attachment agreements. Vermont is different than 

other states. In most states there are pole 

attachment agreements the pole owners and pole 

attaching entities enter into and sign. They can't 

be unilaterally amended. You sign a contract for 

anything and someone tries to change the cost that 

would never be allowed. It wouldn't be allowed in 

court. Certainly if someone came in and said we need 

-- there's a provision in the contract we need to 

change the rate and it's allowed, you would certainly 

ask the other party, they would have intervention as 

a right or they might be a mandatory joiner under the 

Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure. 

So we believe that the Commission did 

address our issue to a degree in its order and 

comments dated April 1. Commission proposes to 

eliminate a requirement in Rule 2.205(a) whereby the 

petitioner in a case basically identifies those that 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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are interested in the case. They have to do some due 

diligence to figure out who that might be. That's 

been removed and instead something happens in ePUC 

and the Commission is proposing to add some language 

to 2.204(a) so that any service of any document, any 

pleading in a case would go to any party identified 

entitled by statute, rule, or order, and the 

Commission then goes on to say well Comcast's issue 

might be better dealt with in a rule amendment. 

3.709 is the notice provision in the pole rules. 

Well those rules what they basically say is a pole 

owner can raise our rates. They can file -- do a 

hypothetical and this has happened. They can file to 

raise our pole rates and ultimately pole rates, if 

they increase our rates, ultimately that flows 

through to customers. You know it's just part of the 

cost of doing business. They can file a pole rate 

change on July 1, ask for approval, the effective 

date would be January 1, they can get PUC approval, 

and right now the rule says we get 60 days notice of 

the rate increase, but it's already been approved. 

We would get notice November 1 that the rate change 

has taken effect. We don't get notice of the tariff 

filing where we can go in and seek to oppose that 

rate increase or seek clarification on it. 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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So we believe that under -- that in 

these types of cases we should be put on the service 

list. There are many instances where the Commission 

when they realize that a docket is of general 

interest, for example, if it's about the telecom 

industry they will say okay we realize all the 

telecom entities they need to be put on the list, and 

go way back to order 5903 service quality docket way 

back in 1998 or something like that, and the 

Commission said at that time well all the ILECs they 

need to be parties, obviously it's going to affect 

them, and we believe that under -- just under the 

current rules that we're entitled to notice, you 

know, that recognition from the Commission without 

having to go through the very time consuming, 

lengthy, and arduous task of a separate rule 

amendment under 3.709, and so that's, you know, it's 

a very particularized interest, but I think it kind 

of goes to the bigger question how does the 

Commission compile service lists, how does it get 

notice. 

I think, you know, in cases of generic 

interest such as poles and you're going to change the 

rates anybody with attachment -- any company like 

Comcast, all of them, all the broadband providers, 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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you're going to change the terms of the deal, they 

deserve notice in advance or contemporaneous with the 

tariff filing. So a very particularized interest, 

but it goes to kind of the bigger picture how does 

notice work. So very much appreciate your listening 

and for your time, and we will be filing written 

comments on July 5th and be happy to answer any 

questions you might have. Thank you very much. 

MR. LANDIS-MARINELLO: Okay. Thank you, 

Mr. White, and yeah with those written comments it's 

always helpful to staff if there's a particular 

redline included in that, that you're requesting. 

MR. WHITE: I think one question the 

proposed amendment says 2.204(a) that anybody making 

service basically can serve anybody entitled by 

statute, regulation, or order. Well that order we've 

asked several times informally for the Commission to 

put us on notice of tariff filings in the context of 

when we've got a beef that we haven't gotten a 

notice. We hope the Commission would have been 

responsive to that and it hasn't happened yet, but if 

it could happen by order, that's what's required 

instead of changing -- actually doing rulemaking. It 

goes through ICAR and LCAR and Secretary of State and 

everything like that, that would be helpful to know, 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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but in the first instance we don't think that should 

be necessary. So thank you. 

MR. LANDIS-MARINELLO: Okay. Thank you 

for your comments. We have a few other folks on the 

line. You obviously don't have to make comments if 

you're here just to listen in, but if anyone would 

like to, I would give an option for them either 

unmute themselves, if you're comfortable turn your 

cameras on, that would be great. Ms. Smith, would 

you like to go next? 

MS. SMITH: Hi. This is Annette Smith 

with Vermonters For a Clean Environment. I have one 

comment and I will note that we did participate in 

the rulemaking and my comment is something that has 

come up since then. Actually I have two comments. 

The first comment is thank you very much for 

incorporating the relevant portions of the Rules of 

Civil Procedure into one rule. It is -- it's going 

to make it -- it's not that it's easy for pro se 

parties to participate, but it's going to make it 

much easier than to have to try and go through more 

than a hundred rules to figure out what to do. 

So my comment has to do with the notice 

of appearance, and as I indicated this has come up 

recently in a couple of cases, and so I looked at the 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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draft rule here and I think it's not clear enough. 

So on your page 4, 2.201 I'm specifically looking at 

number 2 and number 3. So in number 2 it says in 

ePUC this notice of appearance happens automatically 

when a new case or motion to intervene is filed and 

no separate notice of appearance is required, but 

then under the pro se part it says that pro se 

representatives must likewise file a notice of 

appearance except now what I've observed in two 

different cases at the PUC is that in one case an 

attorney complained that pro se parties hadn't put in 

their notice of appearance and so the hearing officer 

required that to be done, which surprised me because 

I thought that filing a motion to intervene and using 

the form was an automatic notice of appearance as it 

says in number 2 here. So what I'm suggesting is --

and then in another case a different hearing officer 

said no notice of appearance was required to be filed 

because that was automatic with the motion to 

intervene. 

So number 2 is specific to attorneys and 

that's where it contains the language that the notice 

of appearance happens automatically when a new case 

or motion to intervene is filed. Well I think that 

that needs to be repeated in the pro se part to say 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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that when a motion to intervene is filed then no 

separate notice of appearance is required when using 

ePUC. Do you follow what I'm saying? So without 

that language about it being automatic also in number 

3, it's really unclear. It's still confusing for a 

pro se party because then there's this except, you 

know, they must file a notice of appearance. So it 

appears to me that if you just take number 3, then 

you have to file a notice of appearance, and that 

note that it's automatic when you file a motion to 

intervene isn't part of number 3, it's only in number 

2. 

So that's my comment and I hope that you 

can -- it's a relatively minor thing, but for pro se 

parties I think that it's important to make it as 

clear as possible and this is not as clear as it 

could be. So thank you. 

MR. LANDIS-MARINELLO: All right. Thank 

you. Yeah that's helpful. We'll take a look at 

that. All right. We have a couple other people on. 

Would either of them like to speak? Okay. If no one 

else would like to speak, I'll just open it up again 

if Ms. Valentine Fossum or Ms. Grundhauser would like 

to speak. 

MS. GRUNDHAUSER: Thank you. My name is 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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Grace Grundhauser. I'm just listening for Green 

Mountain Power, but thank you for inviting. Thank 

you. 

M5. VALENTINE POSSUM: Likewise I'm just 

listening. 

MR. LANDIS-MARINELLO: Okay great. Well 

thank you everyone for coming, and if no one else has 

any additional comments, thank you again for 

participating. We really appreciate you taking the 

time to give us these comments and raise concerns, 

and as a reminder the deadline for filing any written 

public comments is duly 5, 2022, and with that we are 

adjourned. Thank you very much and have a good 

evening. 

(Adjourned at 5:50 p.m.) 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802).863-6067 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I, JoAnn Q~. Carson, do hereby certify that 

I recorded by stenographic means the public hearing re: 

Case Number 20-2369-RULE via Go To Meeting on June 27, 

2022, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

I further certify that the foregoing 

testimony was taken by me stenographically and thereafter 

reduced to typewriting, and the foregoing 15 pages are a 

transcript of the stenograph notes taken by me of the 

evidence and the proceedings, to the best of my ability. 

I further certify that I am not related to 

any of the parties thereto or their Counsel, and I am in 

no way interested in the outcome of said cause. 

Dated at Burlington, Vermont, this 28th day 

of Tune, 2022. 

7oAnn Q. Carson 

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067 
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Re: Proposed Revision to Vermont Public Utility Commission Rule 2 
Docket No. 20-2369-RULE 

Dear Ms. Anderson, 

Comcast respectfully provides brief cQrnments on the Public Utility Commission's 
proposed amendments to Rule 2 filed with the Vermont Secretary of State on May 1$, 2022.E 
Comcast also provides a redline reflecting Comcast's suggested amendments to sections of Rule 
2 that will serve to assist the Commission in ensuring that all parties with interests at stake in a 
proceeding receive notice of the initiation of the proceeding, including to approve a tariff 
amendment.Z

One of the Commission's stated goals in this proceeding is to facilitate public 
participation. Comcast's Reply Comments dated October 8, 2021,3 focused on changes to 
sections of Rule 2 that impact how interested parties are identified by the initiating party or 
Commission, are placed on the service list and receive notice that a proceeding that will impact 
them has been initiated. Simply put, intervention rights cannot be exercised unless there is 
notice. Comcast very much appreciates the Commission's consideration of our comments on 
this issue, and its proposal to add language to Rule 2.204(A} to address Comcast's concerns.4 As 
described below, Comcast and other attaching entities an utility poles, have a strong, well-known 
interest in any changes to pole tariffs by pole Awning utilities that affect not only pole attachment 

~ See Memo of Holly R. Anderson, Clerk of the Commission dated May 25, 2022, To; #Z0-2369-RULE - Proposed 
revisions to Vermont Public Utility Commission Rule 2.00QRe: Filing with the Secretary of State. 
z Comcast participated in the public hearing on June 27, 2022, during which Kyie Landis-Marinello, General 
Counsel, suggested that Comcast provide the Commission wsth a redline of its suggested changes. Public Hearing 
Transcript at 11. 

3 Comcast participated in the workshops on December ]8, 2020, and January 21, 2021, and fried comments on 
December 4, 2020, and October 8, 2021. 

Order Responding to Participants' Comments at 4. 
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rates, but also pale access that can have a significant impact on the construction and operation of 
critically important broadband networks. A time consuming, expensive amend;Went to 3.709(A} 
should not be required for attaching entities to receive notice of all faxiff filings by pole owning 
utilities5 where the issue can be expeditiously resolved in the instant proceeding. 

Currently, unless the Commission directs notice for changes in tariff rates, pole awning 
utilities can fale for and obtain approval for amendments to pole tariffs from the Commission 
without attaching entities receiving notice of the filing from the pole owner or the Commission.6
In short, a tariff proceeding can commence and conclude with the change being approved by the 
Cflmmission, before the pole owner provides the attaching entity notice of the approved rate or 
condition and be, fore pt-oviding the 60 days' notice required under Rule 3.709(A)(Z). Therefo~•e, 
attackers are unable to challenge the reasonableness of a tariff rate or condition prior to its 
approval, as they have not been notified of the proceeding. If pole owners are able to provide 
notice to attackers post tariff proceeding, there ~is no greater burden providing the notice before 
action is taken. This simple step will better serve both the need of ensuring that all those 
potentially impacted have the opportunity to be heard and the Commission's stated goal of 
facilitating public participation The letter of the New England Cable and Telecommunications 
Association's letter to the Commission on April 8, 2021 describes the situation in greater detail 
(attached}. 

5 Tariffs of Pole-Owning Utilities cover more than gust pole attachment rates; they cover critical teens and 
conditions of service. In Vermont tariffs are substitutes for negotiated pole attachment agreements, which is why 
notice of a change in an existing tariff is so important. Just as a contract or a pole attachment agreement (prevalent 
in states other than Vermont) cannot be unilaterally amended, a tariff of a Pole-~wntng Utility shouid not be 
allowed to be modified or amended without notice to Attaching Entities thereby affording them a reasonable 
opportunity to assess the proposal, and to intervene and offer comments and recommendations ifnecessary. 
6 Section 225(a} of Title 30 requires advanced notice to Attaching Entities of a tariff filing by aPole-Owning Utility. 
This statute ("Rate schedules") requires "such notice to parties affected by such schedules as the Commission shall 
direct." See Order Opening Investigation and Notice of Prehearing Conference, Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
Pole Attachment rate change filing to be effective with bills rendered January 1, 2014, August 8, 2018 at 2. Citing 
30 V.S.A. §225(a), the Commission directed VEC to notify attaching entities of a proposed rate change, However, 
the Commission's order came only after attaching entities petitioned to intervene (having inadvertently learned 
about the tariff filing}. VEC had opposed the interventions stating that "Rule 3.709 requires that notice be provided 
to attackers 60 days prior to increasing pole attachment rates. Filing the tariff in itself does not increase pole 
attachment rates, so notice is not required until the Commission has acted to approve the rate increase. Nothing in 
Rule 3.70Q contemplates that attaching entities are entitled to prior notice or opportunity to be heard" (footnote 
omitted). Comcast submits that under 30 V.S.A. §225(a), the Commission should require service of notice of tariff 
rate filings on attaching entities — particularly when attaching entities have requested it - but is not confident pole 
owners are in agreement. 

The NECTA letter is not dated but was sent on April 8, 2021, As indicated by their titles, both dockets involved 
amendments to pole owner tariffs providing discounts on upfront pole make ready costs to extend broadband to 
unnerved areas. Comcast has strong interest in these types of programs but did not receive notice of the dings and 
thus had no opportunity to intervene. Case No. 2 f -0544-TF, Tariff Filing of Green Mountain Power for Approval of 
a Temporary Unnerved Location Broadband Deployment Rider pursuant to 30 V.S.A.§§ 225-227. Green 
Mountain's response letter dated April 9, 2021, in the docket indicated that a Proposed Telecommunication Provider 
Customer Notice was sent after the tariff was approved. Green Mountain's response also stated "The notice 
approach proactively went beyond PUC rule requirements for notice related to pale attachment tariff changes, which 
only require notice under Rule 3.709 for tariff changes that increase attachment rates. Case No. 21-2847-TF, Tariff 
Filing of Vermont Electric Company for Approval of a Temporary, Unserved Location, Broadband Deploymetjt 
Rider pursuant to 30 V.S.A.§§ 225-227. Vermont Electric Company's response letter dated April 8, 2021, to 
NBCTA's letter filed in Case No. 2t-2807-TF stated "First, as a practical mater, no party was prejudiced by not 
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Cocncast respectfully requests that the Commission amend Rule 2 to include language 
ensuring, far every type of Commission proceeding, notice of the proceeding will be provided to 
persons and entities with known, significant interests that may be affected. The Commission 
should add a new definition for "Order of Notice" in Rule 1.142 and amend Rules 2.205{A) and 
2.204{A} to require the initiating party to identify parties with such known interests that will be 
impacted and file a proposed Order of Notice. 

Specifically, the language in current Rule 2.205(A} should be retained$ and the filing of 
proposed Order of Notice should be required that would be sent to the identified persons or 
entities (such as those whose joinder would be required under Rule 2.210 or those who would be 
entitled to intervene as of right under Rule 2.209(A)).9 Corncast's redline of recommended 
language changes is attached. 

Further, with respect to proposed tariff amendments, Pole-Owning Utilities should be 
required to notify all Attaching Entities of the filings or identify them so that the Commission 
can place them on the service list, lo

In addition, Comcast recommends changes to ePUC allowing a subscriber to elect to 
receive notice of filings by industry, including Petitions to initiate new proceedings. This change 
would afford better public notice of all new proceedings initiated by the PUC. For example, in 
Connecticut and Maine, a person can subscribe to receive all dings (including f lings initiating a 
proceeding), filings by industry or filings in a specific docket. The Vermont ePUC does not 
have this functionality. In Vermont, an interested person must first know about the docket 
before they can subscribe to receive filings. Changes to ePUC functionality which would allow 

receiving advance notice" and later continued "we reviewed the notice requirements of PUC Rule 3.709... none of 
those circumstances exist here", Respectfully, pole owners are not the ones to determine whether attaching entities 
are prejudiced by lack of notice. For another example of [ack of notice of a tariff filing, See Comcast letter dated 
May 24, 2019 in Case No.19-1169, Green Mountain flower Corporation Tariff Filing to Amend Pole Attachme~~t 
Tariff to be Effective June 8, 2019 noting lack of notice p. 2. 
$ Without our added language, the proposed amendment to Rule 2.205(A) eliminates the requirement for an 
initiating party to file a statement identifying each party or other person to whom the Commission is required to give 
notice thus potentially leaving the Commission without critical information. 
9 Under the proposed amendment to Rule 2.205, the Commission would have the discretion over whether there 
would be an Order of Notice. 
'o The NECTA Ietter requested that pole owners provide notice to attaching entities of ail pole attachment tariff 
filings, and Comcast repeats that request here. Pole-Owning Utilities are in the best position to identify and provide 
notice to all Attaching Entities. The Commission often reGutres notice to parties with known interests in 
proceedings and should do the same for pole tariff filings. E,g., Order Opening Proceeding and Request for 
Comments, November 25, 2414, in Case No. 19-4625-1NV, Investigation concerning matters related to Vermont 
Public Utility Commission Rule 8.313 and the dine extension policies and tariffs of cable operators in Vermont 
{notice of proceeding posted on Commission website and provided to cable operators}; Order Opening ]nvestigation 
acid Notice of Hearing, Docket No. 5903, [nvestigation into Service Quality Standards, Privacy Protections, and 
other Consumer Safeguards for Retail Telecommunications Service, July 31, 1996 (all companies authorized to 
provide basic local exchange telephone service shall become parties); Order Initiating a Workshop Process and 
Notice of Workshop Regarding Service Provider Backup Power Obligations, April 3, 2019, Case No. 19-0705-PET, 
Request of Vermont Depart►nent of Public Service for a workshop regarding service provider backup power 
obligations (Commission develops broad service list), 
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airy person to request ~1~t fcat oil an}~ Tariff filing (a suhcas~ type} in ePt~G wattld be extremely 

l~~el~ful. ~ r 

Tn conclusic~~l, partie3pakion in Commission proceedings will b~ fostered if parties 

ii~it atii~g pz•aceedings ~~nust identify other parties t11at ~~ ll be imparted. 

I'iease let m~ l~~iow if y~i.~ or the Commission h ue .any questions. Co~ncast will attempt 

~o res~aonc~ quickly. 

'Very truly yours, 

~~~~ ~ ~~ 
Gerald R. Tar~•ant 

cc; Parties via ePUC only 

" This would include tariff filings that are not docketed or assigned case numbers in eT'UC. 



Comcast Redline to current Rules 

2. .~7~* Gtei~iti r~s 
[~o~~~~ast r~~c~s~s nA+r~t definiti~t~s of t~~d r cif Rc~ti~ej= 

~rc~~~ cif ~dc~tiee; A ~cira~~~issic~r, c~~aer ciir~ ir~~ ~I~~ ~~r°fiy ir`ki~Wi~~ir~~ ~ prca~.eedir~g tc~ p~~vi~4~ rt~t'tc 
ref ~~~ pr~a~ ~c~~~ t~ ~ar~i~s iden~ifi~~ y tk~~ ni~ia~in~ p~r~y ar tP1~ ~~rnmis~i~ar~ as ~~a~7in~ rights 
~r i t r~sfi~ ~~~~~ r~ri91 ~~ aff~ ct~~l ~r ~~~~~-rrt~ned ire ~6~~ pr~~e~~ii~i~. 

2.2Q4 Pleadings and Other Film s, Service, Filing, Form and Amendment 
(A) Service, when rewired. In addition fia any other requirement imposed by law, every filing 
must ~a~4, on the same day on which it is filed, be served by the party filing the same can 
every ofher party who hay filed a notice of appearances ~~ ~E~~~ ~ ~n at~d an e~re~y party that is 

r~tit~et~ ts~ r~c~t ee by sta~~, ruin, Commission e~rd r car t~rd~r ~f ~la~ts~,~ . . 
+~ t~. 

x.205 Notice tc~ other Persons or Rarties 
(Aj Statement regarding persons entitled to notice. At the commencement of any proceeding, 
the party init'ratrng the same shall f'ie a statement identifying byname and address each person, 

party or other entity wh~s~ rights car inte~r~sts t~a~ #~~ a ~ct~d car d~~~rm~nc~ci ~n ~I~c~ fie- ie~a-e~ 

proceeding. 

~B} t7rders of nofiice. lay pr'c~~~edin~~ 9rt which the require& jc~"rr~c~~r cif per ~s ur~~~r u~ 2.2~. 

i~t ~nr ic~ par~t~s t~tat u~rt~uEd ~ er~t~~ec~ t~ ntrver~e ~ ~,f r~h~C under ~u~~ :~~1~(~a} i$ ~~p(c~bP~, __ _ _._._ 

the Commission sh~i[ r~q~rire ~ r~a~a~s~~# order of n t~~~ arc€ in ~~r prac ~c~ nos may require 
any party why seeks the granting or denial of ar~y-farm of relief to file a proposed order of notice 

Confidential (CJ 
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Holly Anderson, Clerk of the Commission 
Vertnant Public Utility Commission 
112 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 0552-2701 

Ite: J,a~k a 1Votice of Pole refatec~ Tar•ffj'filin to N.FCTA memberslattachers 

Dear Clerk Anderson: 

I am writing on behalf of members of [he New England Cable and Telecommunications 
Assaciatian ("NECTA"}. NECTA is a flue-state regional trade association representing 
substantially all private telecommunications companies in Vsrmant, ConnecEiout, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire and Rhode Island, In Vermont our member companies include Comcast, and 
Charter. NECTA members serve 185 Vermont municipalities with broadband, video, voice and 
home secuziiy and automation services. NECTA members provide high-speed broadband to 
1 SS,OOQ homes and businesses and attach to tens of thousands of utility poles across all areas of 
Vermont. NECTA members consistently invest in the upgrade, enhancement and maintenance 
of their ne#warks, investing over $200 millifln in Vermont in the past 10 years. NECTA 
members actively participa#ed in the Vermont Department of Pablic Service's ("DPS") 
Connectivity Initiative Program and the Lu~►e Extension Customer Assistance Program and have 
responded to DPS Commissioner Tierney's Call Eo Action to further deploy broadband service to 
Vermonters. 1n addition, our members continue to assist Vermonters in connecting to broadband 
during this difficult time through adoption initiatives such as Comcast's Internet Essentials and 
Charter Communications' Spectrum Internet Assist. In short, NECTA members have an 
extensive and well-established•record of working to enhance access to high-speed Internet as 
well as broadband connectivity for all Vermonters. 

It is fox this reason that I write to express our serious concern about the Iack of notice provided to 
NECTA and our members, cable broadband attachers, of tariffs recently filed by two Vermont 
utilities— Green Mountain Power and Vermont Electric Coop. Furthermore, we expressly 
request that the Public Utility Commission {"Commission"} on a going forward basis direct pole 
owners to provide affirmative notice to all attachers at the time proposed tariff changes are filed 
that affect rates, terms and conditions of attachment pursuant to pole tariffs. 



In this matter, on March 12, 2021, the Commission approved tariffs by the two pole owners that 
offer discounts tv broadband providers for the costs of utility pole "make-ready" for new 

facilities to provide service to customers that lack access to broadband service with a speed of at 
least 4/1 Mbps.~ These discounts are meant to incentivize broadband operators to reach anserved 

azeas. NECTA members were only made aware of the tariff filings and associated dockets 
during an unrelated workshop regarding line extensions during which NECTA members were 

asked by the Hearing Officer if they participated in those dockets. Members learned during the 

workshop, and upon subsequent review of the docket filings, that the pole owners notified only a 
subset of broadband providers consisting of various telephone providers and Communications 
Union Districts ("CUDs"}, but the pole owners' ou#reach did not include NECTA members. 
NECTA members were not notified of Commission proceedings on the two tariffs or placed on a 
service list by the Haring Officer or the Department as interested parties, despite NECTA 

members' active participation in a number of pole related matters in recent years, 

These developments are of particular concern because the tariffed discounts are avaitabte only to 
the first provider applying to reach an unnerved locationZ. Therefore, the failure by the pole 
owners, Commission or Department to notify NECTA members about the fcling of tariffs, 
dockets and Orders, white at the same time notifying the CUDs and other broadband providers, 
puts NECTA members at a clear disadvantage. The lack of notice is surprising, particularly 
since NECTA members were fully engaged an the amendments to the Commission's pole 
attachment rules last year, ongoing broadband expansion and adoption efforts, and the 
Commission currently has another open r~lemaking underway with the goal to increase public 
partioipation in its proceedings. 

To be clear, NECTA does not object with the policy objectives of the two tariffs and in fac# 
continues to support any concepts that encourage broadband deployment in unnerved areas. 
However, NECTA takes serious issue with what appears to be selective notice of the tariff filings 
and discounts, resulting in a broadband policy that gives an unfair competitive advantage to 
same broadband providers over others. 

1 While NECTA members monitor the ePUC activity, in order to monitor a specific docket and sign up to receive all 
Flings, members must first be aware the docket exists. 

2 It is also questionable how a discount that is available on a first-come basis can be applied retroactively. 



On behalf of its members, as stated above, NECTA respectfully requests tha# the Vermont Public 

Utilities Commission on a going forward basis direct pole owners to provide affirmative notice 

to all attachers at the time proposed tariff changes are filed that affect rates, terms and conditions 

of attachment pursuant to pole tariffs. 

On behalf of our members and their customers, ~ would like to thank you far your continued 

work on these issues. 

Respectfully, jj 

~w _ ~ ~ 1 ~. 

i 

Timothy O. ~Ni}kersan, President 

New England Cable and Telecommunications Association, Ino. 

CC: 
Victoria Brown 

Geoffrey Hand 

Dan Aurke 
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2.100 Scone and Construction of Rules 

..t .i Applicability 
These rules :~#~a~-apply in all proceedings before the Commission. 

2.102 Definitions
{~4~—~Cornmission: the Vermont Public Utility Commieion and any Coantnissic~e,r. 

hearing :,-,=~-r g~~,a ~~;.v.a ~. 
~~~~ 

¢1~}~,_`~ 1~,~~;fticer. clerk, c~~- other Car~lmi~-~ ~: ~~ii loyee c~~ ~~ ; '+ ~uthorizecl to act on 
behal I' of the Commission. 

~B} Contested case: a proeeedinrY, includ~~1~ ~~:~ ~I.: in~ < , ' licensit~~~ ~~cl~ ti1c: legal 
riuhts, duties, ur ra~~ile es v'P a r~az~t~e~~ ~, . ~ , ~~ be deter..~~a ~ ' h}~ an a~encv 
c~:~tit;2' c~~3 ~~OT'YC1F711~" ~f~O1" )l~.al"i f _ . 

C ePLC: the C~c~~i~.~~nission's elec,t~~ ~r - ~~ ; ', ~ ~_. ~n. ~ i ~~i~, s~~ste'n• 

{~"}~Filing (when used'a~ a noun): any p~titi~~n. apC,lieati~>n. ~<~mplaint, motion, exhibit 
re_~~{~~'t, or an} other ci~,c~unci~t fir' = ~ ;-~; ~ ~„~ ., -- =~.~-.i-s-required or permitted 
to be filed with the (_'~,n~mis i~_~n in c~,nn~etic~n with ~-~~=a~~r~~-ca~~an~prc~e~ec~i.z~~ ~c~•ithi~~ 
the Ca~~~miss:: ~:~ ~ i~ ; ~.~~ ~ ~ ~~~ I i~,i- ir~_ I ..~_I,~ ; a.ra~= ePCJC submissi~~~~. This does not 
incOr r ' : : r' I :. ~ i ~. ~ , ~ ~ ,~ i ~ ~ ~ , ~ Ise Cc~m issau.~x ih~~t are r~.ot art c~:~' a 

~~ ~I ~~ t ~ r, , ~~ • ~ ~, . ; ~,Ii ~ ~~. 4filingistrot artol't eeti°identiartl 

(F} t~i ~ ~~ ~,~le:r: a~z t~cd~,r ~ ~ ~ ! ~ '' a}~x~e~l lips. t mess t11e Cc~~~nmi~sio~~ s~ecif i~;s that an 
a~~der ~~. i ~~.] {a.s tc~ the ~3~i~ , ~~na~, ~ ~.~r as t~ cc~•tai~7 ~,arties}. an c~rcici• is ~z~t find iftllere 
~~~~(1 be ~. ' ~~ -, n~~( pi•~ce ~~~~s (t~t1~e.~ than. ccz~~n~li.c~nc,e ~iin~:~) ~r1 the aa~rze natter. 

(F} (}rder: an;~ de._ _ ; i , `•~ ~:'a~nrr~issic~~~, ~~=hether in ~~-riti~~ c~c c~~•aliti~. 

(Cif F'e~•saz~: at~~~ ie~divia~i~. ~rc~u~ c~?z•~rat~aa~~erative. partt~ersl~i . ~r-m, associatic}n, t}r 
c~th~i e~ltity ~r o~•~anization. 

(~-I} Prc~c~ed~~-~~: any case. ctock.et. rule~nalciil~;. csr e~th~r ~~~atter tl3at Es l~e'c~tc; tlte; C.a~r~nxissic~a~. 

_[ K.e .lv: a :fili~~.~ ~~~~c~e i~~ re ~V 1t3 sill(}1.I1~Y ~~rt~-'s ~•es t ~7se. 
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{1} Res on5e• a filing made in response t~ anE~t er ~~aart~'S motion car c~tl~er filing 

4K:) 5t~te: tl~e State of V~rinont. 

2.103 IJ~~€3ates to These Rules and Nc~n-11i~ l~cabilit~r of Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure 
ere~r.~s~s~ ~~ras~ ~ee~ssr.■e.~se~sr.s~,sa~s 

_ ~. 

~• 

s - - - ,, -- - - - - --

I'~~ese rules a~-e coinprehensi~, _ __~•e app_Ii~:~ i . ~ _ecific pro~°isions oft~e Vermont 
Rules of Ci~Yi Proce€iute (~~~cludi~~~ a~l .: l ~ i i ~ ~. r; ~ , ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~, `t~ tl~osc z-~~les from 
4dnlinis~ratrve Orders of the t~'en~i€~~1t ~,! ~ ~ ~• ' ~ ~ ! ~ 1' ~' - I ,.. ~,_'cl~ted ai~c ~~~r tte~i into tiltse 
rules. The V'e~•~nont Rte! __~ '"';vil P~c__~. ~ , , ~_.~ ~_• I ;, ; .~ i ~. ` r̀~ C~~nmissio~~ proceedi~l~s. 
Tl~csc rules a ~l~~ inc ._ : l 1 ; ~ ~~y p6~ ~ ~' i ~~ ' ',' i ~ ~ Livation c~f't}Ze V~;rrn€ant R«les 

~.~ :asc~, a ~, + ~ ~~ ~;orn~nission r~-~av exet-crse its ofCiv~1 Procec~~~r~; (~_ I ~I ,_ ~~;_~ ~ _;~ to ~ ~ ~ - -
discretian to ~-rant a~• ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ = r.. Fta~tl~f,r. ~  =.Ifs extent that a~r~~~ision of these rules is 
ac{~,~3ted ~rc~m a relditrar ~~r . ~ ~ ~~ ;, ~ `~~rm ~ ; i:~ ,s c~:~'Ci~'il Pr{~ceclure, tl~e Comn~rssit~~~ ~~~ill 
look to c~~ , ;, t ~ , ~ ~ ~` ~ ., ~ ~ ~ . : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Hurts) as ~•e~ea'f1.11t 3YGCeCI~(1~ ltl (t1~~T~}1fG~111<,2. 

these r~ ~ ~, ic~i~i~. , :~ , , , ' ~ ~ ~ ~, ~ . ~ _ ~ ~ , ~ i l:. ~ ; y cif C;ivii I'rczcedizre ~~:re amended ar 
u ci~tr~ ~ . h. , ~u~lz an ~dE~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ I: _ :he ~ mont S~:e~~•err~e Cot~~~ or c}Cl~e;rr~•ise. a~• at any 
c~tl~er tir~i ~ ~acl cause, ~ ~~ 4 ~ ~!? ~ ~ , , ~~ inai-, it1 its diseietroi~ at~td ~~~ithout f'ortilal t~u.Iert~alii~~., 
incnr,~~~•at~ , __mended c~~~ ~ ~_rovi~ ~ _ of the Ve~•~~~~r~t Rt~(~s of C'.IVII PI`OC~t~Ltt`e lYitfl ~I1BSe

~•ules, car make :,~~,_. ,t.her clan€; ~ Rule ~' ~~' Cc~n~~nission c~rc~er. ~~=ith the it~dated Rote 2 ~Seing 
tiled. il~n~l~edrate;~ ', t4~~ 5~~~ ~r~~ of State as a fn~l rude, Unless There is a need for an 
immediate ame~~d~~~. ,1 '~e t ~ .__~~45ion will iss~~e a ~ra~osecfi order for co ~~~en~ fro~~~~t 
stakchc~l~.iec•s t~eic~~-e Cl~ i s~v►z iss~~e.s a final c~~•e~er ia~cc~rt~ctratin~ any a~-ne~tdcc~ car ne~~l 
~rc~visro~~s. 

2.104 Conflicting Authori 
In the event of ~a conflict hQ414~n~=~ ¢''n f~ ^£~r for any other T' •'n ~°- rT^°~~°Nrt' F',.~'~~' ^¢-

~reasoz~ o~x a t;a5e-1~~--czise ~asi4, anv more s ~eci:~:ic Commission ~. ,:,v r.~ 
~te~c~rcter car Cc3~~.~m~ssic~n a-ulc shall prevail. ~ ,' ~ ^^„a'Y„¢'^^,,..,,"" ov~z• these 

rules.
D 1 J C~ 1 
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2.105 ~ ~ I~roceedi~i~s Governed by These Ttules 
~~ ~, ~ ~Il proceedings are ~res~i~~ec~ to be; ~c~~•erncd 

by t[iest rules. Prc~ceed~n~s may also be governed by c~tizer ~omn~issics~1 rues. 
Vermont € 

S~~reme Cau.rt c~rde~~s, Cc~n~~nis~ic~n c~rder•s, applicable
-R~statutcs, or ~-^„^~n' ~i~~'^~-,anv c~tl~er rules or ~-~ ~1F _; ' ;—~~* rcquirct~~en~ts that the 
Con~lnissron may order. 

2.106 Construction
These rules shall be liberally construed to secure the jt,~t- ; ti~iiel~_~i~d ineYpei~si~Te 

determination of all 
_issues presented to the Commission. 

2.107 Waiver of Rules 
~To prevent unnecessary hardship or delay, +~r :, ,~~_i~_;~ t~~ prevent injustice. or for 
other good cause, the Commission m Div «~ a i ~~e the ap~~ I i c,~ti o n of a rule r~unc~er such 

conditions as it 
may require, unless precluded b~ the ~ u lc. i i .:: ~ _ , r ! ~_, ~, ~ : ~ rte or ~v st~.tute. In an 

411~~OII1~, ~COC=~t'C~Y11~,2, t0 ~~"~ f• t W~IE'~P..£~1 ~ ~ ail I . ~ i ~ -1 ._: ~ t .l ,:i I I IillrSl.tf111t ~0 ~~ll~~ Z.Za~7. -- --
~~-1~en te~•e is not an ~ „~ ~~_~ecl►z~~_, , ~ ~. ~. ~ ~~ ;u ~~  vfi1in~ ~~~et~tic}n p~;srsuant 
~o R«le 2.2(}2. .~n~ , ~ i ~r f: ~~ ; ~ ~ . ~ ~~ts~ be ~ : ~ cgna~lied ~r~~ a concise 
explanation cif tale b~~ 

2.108 Severab~lty 
-E~~ _ .=~~if an~~ of th~~z rules i~ Found bj~ a c~~urt of competent jurisdiction to be 
_illegals<~r ~~~~ia, the remaindc,~ ~ ' :> -- '.~~ ~~a~~~ unaffected and ~~-1--continue in full force and 

~i{cct 

2.109 ~r~ e~ _~1 ~a; ai~i ~~~~d R~ueal of ~~Previc~usl~~ Is4ucd Rules 
r~„r~ „~.. ~.t, ~ ~ p ~ _E,t~ ,,,a,a;~; +a, ~~,. nr~ n,a,,.,,-n,a ~,,, +~,., 

b 

'{'e]4~ttNn $n /~!~ t~ FA~!'~ i xe5- enn . at~an{ -ns'f$1rt~ r 

~~'he~~ a ei~danents tc~ these ~~i~les c~{~~ract~c~. are: €r~ad~:. these a~nenci~~~cnts €~c~ i~~tc~ effect 
im~nediatel~~. Those ~mcndr~lc:nts a~~~1~- to elldin~ pr~ce~d~7rt;~s, and all pi c~•ic~~.is v ~c~optecl r~~ic;s 
f~:~t~rac#i.c;e aa.~d a endmez~.ts are ~•et~e~~l.ect to the ea~.tent then ate aix~~nc~ec~, ~.~i~less the Cc~n~~.~issic~r~ 
~.i~tertnines (an its c~~~n or at fhe request c~Fa ~art~~ c~~• pac~ticipant; that a prc,vic~u~ ~•ule sht~uld 
cc~i~tinue to a~ [v tt~ a ~e«d.in~ ~rc~ceedf~~~ to avoid ini~.is~ice or su stat~tial incc~~~~•eniec~ce. I~c~r 

ens a~-► c~~ses k.no~~n as ̀ `le ~~~:ti'' uses i~~ t~-[~ich the Cc3tnn~.i~slo~~ .I~a~ al.l.c~~~red the ~rax~ies tc3 ~~e 
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t~z~ apez• rather• than ia~ ~PIJC the rec~iEire ent t~ a.nake fili►~~:~ iz1 ~.Pt7~` does ~~ot a ~sl~'. Fc~r 
c.n in~~ cases in ~-hic1~ the Conz~-nission has already fnade si~bsca~~ti~~e rulings ~a~ed on a 

[~re~~ious version of tl~es~ rules those s~ihstantive rulings ~ema.in in Mace anc~ are not sub'et ct t~ 
recc~nsideratic~~~ ba~;ecL solel~r a~~ a c-~az~~e i~1 these rules. 

2.11{ Use of e'Ut: for All Cc~ issi€~ P~•c~ceec~~ s 
T'hc ~•o~ri~ions o('these z•ules presume the ~.ise c3:f'ePt C~ ~~nl~ss s~aeci~call~~ stated 

ather~~%ise. X11 C'olnn~issic~n ptoeeedin£ s and a.11 ftlin{~,s in Ci~- ~ ~ ~ pion proccedii~t~s must ~.~se 
e~'UC, unless: 

(.~) a filin~_`s requited to be made in ~a~h~ •~ , ~, ~~.~ c3r titnder Rule 2.202. 

(~3~ a. ,~arri~ ar pa~iatjt oht~ins a war . ~~ °,,Eger ~Zul~ , "'"~ to ~Ilo~v for a~e~- filings 
~fE~r instance, l~e;c~r:tsc the ~ersc~n lot leave }~i~lt- ~. :1 ia.~ternet in their c~rz~e 
or office _ 

(C) t~►e ~ilin~ is a con tamer cc~~-n~Iaind ~ ~ ~ ~}, l~c c~ , ~~ -c;nt, 

~I)1 a ~3arfv or ~articip ~~t ~ _ . ~ ~n~den~i., ! ~ , :ent of the filing; (in ~~li~ch case a 
redacted t~~rsrc~r~rn~~tst: ~?! ~ _ ~~ ~, ~ ~ r :.~I °1 ~_~. I ~.~: ~ +~ ealle:~ed1~•con~fi~deaitial
d~curnc.nt n~u.st Ise Bled i~ ~ ~_ ~ _ , ~, , ~ .~26 . c~~-

(F>1 the fi. rt~ ~ ~~. ~ ~~ank ~~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~!.i.3ei and c.ousists of'a letter c~~' ~ . ~ . ~ 
c:t-edi ; . ~ ~ -, ~ _ ~ct~7l~c;nt - , ~ ~ , 3 are ~;r ::gal si~r~att~r~. 
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2.200 Procedures Generaiiv Anplic:able 

2.201 Practice Before the Commission 
(A) Notice of appearance. 94~~r-ra~,e~~-~da~€-~~} ~~~ c~~~ 

{l ) ill tlotices of appearance mist sp~cifically state the part~~ csr ~a~-trcip~~it that is 
being rer~resei~tec . 

2 r11to~-~7.e~~s ~~~rust file a nc3tice of a earanc.e with t-es~ect to any ~~pzoceedin 
in which they are representing aparty- ,~ __ r ;~articcpant, except t eat for 
u~~cc~ntested ~vorlcsl~t~~s, L~ncoi~testec invF: _, ~_~;-, ~r ~•ulei~~ain~,~s, t~ttorneys 
'~~av cc~.ntact tlae clerk ~~nc~ ask. tc~ be acic',~~:.` ~ . , ~aet~t~3tive of a artic.i ant. .1~~. 
cPUC, this notice cif a~cara~tce ha,, ,, autom~.~ ~ .! ~.• ~.~l~en a new case; ar 
motion to intervene is filed fanci ~;~ grate ~~c~tice ~ ~e~rai~ce rs re  ~cLirzd , but 
~t~v other ia~titial ~ilin~ iii an ea, ~ ~~ zse m~~st be accoi . . ~ ~~vc~ 1~~~ a se crate 
notice of a~~eara~lcc. 

(~) Ptr~ s~~ or otl~e~• ~•eprec_ ~,r~t~i~•es (wl~et~, --- _~:~~:in~ c~nl - tl~er~i- es or oth~~-s 
a~~ust likewise ~ le a ~ . r a~ pe~rar~ _ . ~ ; ; tin the case of a consumer filing a 
consumer complaint, z ~ ~ i fit; I I_ i I ~ ~ ~ ~ :Fe;t-metering reriistratior~ ~~• 
d~~a~atic~tic~~~, anyone fili~~~ < <~. _~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ : ~ ~ ; -_:~netei~ii~~ ce~-ti~cate c~f~ut~li~: 
road, a~~v~•i, -. r1=n 's ubli.l ~, ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - . ~ . I ~ , ~ ~_ +;c~e of appearance h~~ppe~~s 

~C bec~~ - ~ ~~,,~ >>t~~~ .~c~ - -, .. . . 

~~ 

I;.:. ' .. . ,vt l'r ~ ,v41-. 4~~i ..~ ., r~1c n~~`4~{~En s-..Iraq

;; ' ... ~ ~ , ; ~ i ' I, ;' ~ . . , ease ar mc>tioi~ to intervene (anc~ loo 

erti~"tcate ~~ ~ , 

~~. 
t7_e person ~~~' 

r .~ , ~~ ~•5 filin~,~ ~ i~ct-metering renist~•atictn. ~~plic.atic3i~, o~• 
_~ ~ ~ ~ .nsfcr form need not c.n n,~t;f~G~,~ +~ ~.~f;,,~ r ~f 

,~ ~.; o(~ap~earanc~, the~~ n~r.~st indicate (and keep u~-to-~-~~ 
-~~-a-~r~~--cam--~~-~--c ate3 tl~e n~~~~e and contact i~1fc~~•~r~ati€~n cif 

~;~-~t~t :---they- a~•e re resent.i.~~~. 

~5:~_A copy of each notice of appearance ~r~~ust, on the same day ~~~~-it is 
filed, be served by the party filing-~; ~7~-~;~~it c7r~ all persons or parties on 
whose behalf a notice of appearance has been filed. A list of such persons and 
parties will be ~~ . ,;a~,a'~;. ,',.~ ~~'~~',. ~ ~~*.available th~~c~u€~h ePt. C. The 
~~roce ures f€~r service a~•e listed i~~ Rule ?.L()4. 
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fi? It ~s hr; resnonsiba.lit~' of eac.l~ r~~sresea~tatit~~c :~c~r az~y ~~ar1y car ~ar~~c p~i~t That 
a ears in front of the Cc~mrnission ujllethc~- an attc~rnev or• r~o se tt~ ~,t~~ure t}iat 
t~ei~• contact information iii eI'UC is acc~irate a~~ ~-taclate at a1i dines. The 
~ri~ -nary email address suk~rrritted ter a re~~zes~ntati~re must be tl~e e~nai.i aciclress tc~ 
~vhicll all notices of #~Iin~s and issuance of C:t~inmissic~l~-generated docu~nei~ts f~~• 
a ~3articular Cc~m issic~~Z ~~roeeedil~~ will lie sent. 

(7) It ~s the responsibility of ez~cl~ represezttatic-e :~c~, r arty or ~rtici az~t that 
~pP~~YS IYl fC~Ylt O~ tI1C. Ct}YY1111ISSlOt1 (ih~hethc~ ~ ~ ~,~rnev ai• ~a.o mc~} 'to ens~~:ce that 
the1J are familiar ~~itl~ all applicable C;om~ ~ ~ __~ ~ rules, i~icll~din~ all of Rule 2 and 
al.l. at~nl.i.c~~b.le rules that are reCerencec~' ~ ~ ~ . .:'. 

~$) l lectrt3nic filing of a~~~• dc~cume~~i I >~h ePt.fC b~ ~ hellalf'af a 
re ~~•es~ntative in ~~ Co~n~nissic~~~ _ }~.,;~d.in~ constitute ~ , ; . ;e~~t by that official 
representative to tie ser~~e 1~~~t1~ a ~I '~~ receive ~~otice cif ~,~ ~_. r,t aI1 documents 
f~i~d ~~~ith or issued [~}' the C'an.~ir~; - ~~ via el. r~~x~ic scrvic ~. , ~ha~ C~c~Enmiss~oz~ 
pc°oceein~;. 

(B) Pro se appearances~t~ ` - .~ I - . . ~ f I ~ ~ ~ L 4i.I Ll l V 

f~~.. ~r.`1~ {.~k~~n~ r~.4r~~rx n~n~~ e~~~ 1 (.. I ~ 4 ~: ' ;~~ ~ ' ; ;, ~ . " ~'~C~~~%:3 Cj.~ll ~~i~'~n~L~i~~.X~~ 5~'~SL~~~ 

1t3Str~~~YS, 

~. 

~__ ~1,.~.a~- ins ~ ~ 1 ~~,~ ~.~~ he a xx~~,~ ~ a ~~ro .~~c rep~~~~c~ltati~~e— i~~. t(~eir Q~vn cause. 

(2) In its c1 i~cr~ti~~n_ ~h~ C~>mmissi~~n m~i~ ~~ermit pc;rsons who are not attorneys to 
appearb~efor~ it . ', ' ~~~:—~, i ~_~ li~n~thefollo~vin~: 
"' '>~ }~artn~rship n~ati~ h~ r~~~r~_ti~ilted by a partner~~t, 

'ii ~~~, c~~rpurati~n, ~uup~rati~ e_ r>c association may be represented by 
e~-. ~::~~~-. `~~~1~; ~,~~ ~.ts ~~ii~cers or drrectc~rs {or by an employee 
desi~~iat~d in writing by an officer t'~~~~~^~ ~~•~~~~'~ ~~ "'~~~_~ 
~i~c~ar-~ ~ ;~,. a i of ~~,~,;,. r;,,.,~,.,~ ,,,. ~~,«n~ 

cep ,. 
.. 

.~ --.. w r  t ~S'~TG₹Z.IVn lSl. iA. ~Jf Ls 

~1 w  ~• • v

1 VI4 y i . -lb-~~C4I1~11F •  a 
n~ ~a ce tf'vt#ti tt i'~_!1L^J3~Ti 

~~ 

car citrectc~~•. ti~~ith Clue 
designation attached to tl~e notice ofap~e~~~ancc_ti ed ~~~ith tote 
C~m..~~~ission . 
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,viii} A grate ave~~c~' m~~ be re re;scntecl k~v an em~~lo~'ee c~si~nated in ~r~ritin~ 
b~ t11c Seeretary or Co ~nissionei, e~°itll the e~i~nation a~taclzed to tl~e 
notice of aka ae~rance ~Ied ~~~itl~ the C'c~~nmission. 

(ie) t~.x~ a~~licant ~Coz• a net-~~leterin~ registration, a1~~alic~tac~.i.~, oar transfez- c~:f a 
certificate cif }~ubiic ~oa~ ~na~' he represented by a syste~~sz iristalle~~. so Ian 
as the i~lstailer ce~-tifes th~~t the applicant 1~as authorized tI1~ rnstailer to file 
tl~e red,~.i.sttatlo.i.~ c~~• application on the any ~ I ~,_ ~,~~t's behalf anc~ a.l.sc3 certii~es 
that tl~c a~~lica~it has si~r~ecl a bir~cir ". ~ : ~ alIatit~n contract. 

f3) ~~cl~ ~~ro see o~• other representative mLE~ ~ ~~ , ~:~ . ~_s identi₹~' and ~anfact 
inft~r atic~n c~:f tl~e Gi:f' Zliated arty tl~ ; ~ ~~ ese~~t, ~ ~~tt.c~n to ~rc~vidin~ tl~ear 
oe~'n c-oxltact in:fc~rmatio~~ 

(~-) In Com~~~ission proeeedin~s, all _ _ , ~_; aid tj~o sc and o~~~. ~, _~.~nresentatives must 
cc~~Y.~ iv ~~itl~ al.l. a .i.c~3bl.e rules, 1,-~ , ~! : ~ct~~~ r-rx~ocet~ure~. : ~ ! other
rec~uir~rnents. inc~iudir~~ ill the obligati~~~~~ ~,f ate attorney admi~ted to practice in 
this state .:,-,~~ ~. r„~+~~, ,~ . ~ , . .. 

(C) Attorneys admitted elsewhere. 
~_An attorney admiited to practice an~i i~l ~~oo~i ~t~~ndrr~~ in any other state €~ 

„~~.~.~ ;; :- -: ~-~~~ nlay appear in particular 
~ t~„~ ~ ~= ~ ~ ~i~ ~~~:~~~. ~~ith ~h~ ~ ~. ~~; , . ~lnoft~eti:~ .~x~issic~n. 

~ i I . - 

~a~-~.... . ~~~-' -
sarne c.li~ ~ ~ 
~~or~tir~ues to ~ . 

"lC~[t1 IY~ c~11ti~ 

~. , : ~ ~ , ~ i ~tec~ tc~ a ea~~ ~.i~7.cier this su~seetic~n of tli.i.s 
~i ilnl ~ i ~ i i ~ C)cCrilisslon ~~>'~„'r~,,,-,~,,,;r~s,,,, ;,a,~.~ 

,.;~. ~-~„ ~ ~; ,~~~r a ~speat-anc.es that are on Behalf t~ ~h 
~,y atti~~~~~e~ sub~i:~it4 c~~~ attestaCic}n that eli.e attc~rne~~ 

~i ~ ~~ , ~ ;zane clic~~t ~7~td that the attc~rrse}~ ~~e;mains rn ~?c~c~c 
' ! 1~C. 

(3) 1~~'~~. ~ : n attara~~ irr~zit~,d eise:v~~}Zece e~~ters a C;c~ma~i4sion proce:c;c(i~~~, tl~e~~ 
acct ~ ~; ' . . , , ~lities that a~pi`~ to all attorneys and ~1~•r~ se rep~-esentati~~cs tl~a~ 
z~ ear ia~i ~ . ~~1~ C. CIIYII7IE5S3t~3].. ~.I~ is i~~cIucfes t~~.e ~•ec~ui~~ezne~7.is th~~t._t~Z~~~ _k_ee~ 
all co~ltac-t i~ :;~ ntatio~~ i~~ to-c afe and that tl~etT die farr~ liar ~~•ith all ~~~plica~Ie 
C,o~~nr~~iss~o~1 ~-~t1es i~~cludi7~a all c:~f Role 2 a~~d all a lical~le r~.~le;~ that are 
t°eferea~ceci bye .Ft.~ite 2. 

~ } 'I~he Cc~~~nntissic~n, in its cl~scr~~tion anc) at t~nv time. ina~~ impose cc~nditit~ns c~~~ a~~ 
attorney aci tteci in ~n~tl~zr grate a~l~o seeks tc~ ~~ eaz~ t~efo~•e tl~e C`c~~nmisslc~s~. 
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~~cluc i~~~ a E•equize;me~~t that the attc~t•t~e~° ~~ork c~•rth .local counsel ' . 

(D) Withdrawal of appearance. 
{ 1 } ~nv_}~erstsn who has appeared on behalf of a party may withdraw only upon 

permission of the Commission— a~• t~hei~ a substit~~te a:~~~eara.~lce is ~Ied b 
pro~erl~' deli n~tet~ r~~resentatir•°e of the ad~ty, s~a,cl~ as a~-~other attc~r~a.e~'. If a 
s~~t~s~itutic~n of appearance rni~ht cause de[a~~, t' ~ '~"~~r~missrE~t~ appl•ova is 
iequired. 

~,2~___A person appearing as apro se represeni~~ti~ ~ _ r ~ _~~.insel~~es may withdraw 
without permission of the Commissi~,n. p~tw~ ;-. - t-~ ~,'..~,. ^ ~ ~' '~„~. ~,.# 

. . _~ r^~~~~, ~ ~ is deemed to constitute 
withdrawal of that person as a p~irt~ . 

(E) Ex parte communications. 
(1) Prohibited communications. ~;~.~ _ i. ~. ~ t~►~~~3e~~~~ _ :~-p~t~t 

m^{-*~p~- n.,~~^~;~v~ ~~~ ~ ; ~ar~Lr~a: ~ the li l i ~~Q in a contested case of a complaint, 
petition, application, or ~~thcr (ilin~ - ' ~. !-_~ ~ the Commission has treated as the 
same, ~~~ ~„'~^~ ~ ~~'. _ , ~ ~ ~ t the C~~mmission may nog communicate, 
directly ~r incli~-ec~tly, in ~~~nnecli~,n ~~ ith an~~ i~~u~ oI~ facts with any party or any 
person. or: in c~~n~~~~~~i~~n with any issue ~,f la~~ ~~ ith any party or any employee, 
agent. o~~ rt~~,~~~~~nt~iti~~e of an} f~~u~t~ _ ~ ~~rt ~~, , - n~~+ ^'unless:

~~ l I pa rt i ~s ~=~ ; I ~~ ~r~_~ c~ ~c~~~sentec~ to the comn~~rnica~io~n: 

-: ~ ~ ~ ~ I~~ ~ ~~ n~~ticc and opportunity for all parties to participate 
, ;. 

fc~___ . I ~_. ,_ ~ ~ ~:~~~ication is rec~ui~•c;d for tl~c disp~;~itic~~1 of e:~,rrar~te 
~~. ~ ~ii.~~ ~~zathorized ~bv ati~~. 

(2) -~ , t, ~~, ~, : ~ - . ~-ra t-~,~,~A~ (Q~~~eci cc~m~~~unicatiui~s. '`~c~~~-suhstar~tivt ex 
~.r~~~~_._ ~ . ~r~,~ ~ ~ :~~s ~~~Ith tl~e clerk or other atini~~~str€~tive e~nplo~-e~s re~;ai~dir~~ 
»•oceci ! ~ ' , . ! , ~lin~ te;chnc~lo~ical car acin~inistrative matte~•s are allcr~~~ed. ev~:.~~ 
i~1 ec~ntest< i , ~;,s. a~~d nc~ disc c~sure tc~ c~tl~e~arties is requt~•~d. ~lsc~. in ate 
e~~~er=Te~i.c~° situation in a contested case, ex parte communications °^°• ~^'~ur't1':^;~ 

¢'~~ ~~~~~~*;-are authorized, provided: 

r i ,~ ,t. ~t„~ <, f . .p 

Commission reasonably believes that no party will gain a 
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procedural or tactical advantage as a result of the ex pane 
communication ~,e~a~cli~ the tmcr,~enc~-, and 

(b) the Commission 
~-promptly t~~-t~c~~Fnotif~es all other parties of the 

substance of the ex pane communication and allows an 
opportunity to respond. 
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(3) Participation in decision. ~-r~r1r~I~~ ~el~eral._ _ ~ ~; ~ , nissioner, Coi~~mission 
e:~n~la}ree, az• <~~ rat c~E'the Cominissian ~r ~ ticipate: c~~• advise ~exce et as a 
wit€less) i~~ the Canlmissi~n's ctecisron. . -~ ~ ~ ~~ ~,~:: I,~d decision, ar ievicu~ o a 
needing, cot-~tested case i~ the pers~ , ~_ ~.ommui, _~~ ~~f~Q~a.t anv facts re,~a~°~in~ 
the case t~vith an~sersc~n c}r p~zt~ ~. .:xs cc~n~~r~unica~ _ I,c~ut anv Issue c:>f'larx-,
with a~1v ~arh% or a~~ti- erriplove . ., _~ ~ ~ ~ ~,., or representatiti ~ _~, ~~~~ party. I-Iowever, 
the ~rt~l~il~ition in this ~~~~ovision I~ . 1 ' ~pplv_to anv of tl ` . '1~~~~-in~: 

{a} coz~nrz~u►,ic.atioals ~11~ .•. ~_ . ~ ~.~r~l~ ~ ~ :~ above; 

~} cc~rnrr:. _ c~; that_ar~ required for disposition of ex pane 
~a~~~-~;~~, _ ai~thi~~~izecJ by law, 
~ , ~ ~. `, 

~. ~- ~ ~ , , ~~licati~r ~ ~~11 partite have canset~ted tc~: car 

~~ ~ ~ ;_ ; ilc+tice and opportunity for all parties to 

. _. ., 

t; , 

(4) Imprc~~~cr communications b~parties. Any person or party who, directly or 
through a~i employee, agent, or representative, communicates or attempts to 
communicate ~~vith ^ ^^'~n~, ~^~~~~~^^ ^ ~~+ ^'the Commission on any 
subject so as to cause; or ~ ~~t" ''s~ s°~'~~~ '^pote.~~lially cause. the disqualification of 
"^'~ ..,,,,.~'^^~,a Cest~nn~issior~e;r. C;c3tn~x~isszt~n employee, or agent ~#'the 

C`a~r~rrr~issic~~1 from participating in any manner in any proceeding: may be 
disqualified from :~ ~ -~.late~• participation in the proceeding, may be 
dismissed as a party to the proceeding, may be held in contempt of the 
Commission under t1~e Con~t~zis5ion`s ~ac~~~r~t•s a.s a coact of t`ecc~r~i ~~nde~• 30 V.S.A. 
Vi and/or may be deemed to have waived any objection to the ~~l~te~-
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decision by the Commission with respect to any ~~~=~~-arc-~rprocc:eclin~ that is 
the subject of such communication. 

(5) Exception ~ .. ~,. Des ~ite any provision ~ • ~' 
above, ~-Cc~n~missic~ners. C€~m~~lission employees, and agents of the 
Commission may communicate with other ;- CQ~nmissic~~~ers, Coinrr~issr4n 
employees, or agents, provided that none of the latter has engaged in 
communications prohibited by (1) above. 

(6) Facilitati~r~ a~.~d m~d.ialicsn. An employee ~r a~rcnt of the Commission may, with 
the consent of the parties, confer separate l~ ~~ i th a ~~arty or their representative in 
an effort to mediate or settle ~r~<r~; ~ ~~;ac~in~s ~~enci ink before the Commission. 
Pursuant to (1), above, such em~lo}~ec or agent of the C~?mmission may not 
participate in rendering a deci~i<~r~ in such+~~~rc.~~.~_~.~~i;; ~_~s. 

2.202 Initiation of Proceedin$s< Referrals of :. . s~'=~*~: a .~ ~artrc ;.~ ~ in Frc~cee zz~~s 
.,~•...,~.~,~ ate. c~ `~:v-I$i~-~~. ~ i : ' ' ~.~i ._~1 ~3YOC~E'C~lll~~.S. 'a11t1s~~C; `d

proceeding ~" ~~v4i~~+~~~ ~^~L ~~~ r ~. , ~ ~~~ ~~- i l ~ ~i ~~~mplaint, petition or other 
application ~ . ~ ,~', , ~- . _ , . ~~ ~.,,r,,,nr.~ ~,n ~~3. z~' 

4~,~, r,~~,,.t.. <.:t..,, ~t„~~_ -~- -9-, -i! -i ; , ~ E ~ ~, ~. . ~.i1i~~~s i~~a~° initiate 

,~2~ _ proc.c>~. ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ tf~ril~ ~ ~ ~: : ~d tc~ 1~e Filed in gaper (such as certai~~ 

~ln x~- .. I ~~_ ~ . , 
~4~ n ~ ~ ,.f ..-fin vi4 rnc+ ve r~rin4 r~f~x~ n

i.~v ~i~.~v'i 3 

i#~- i ~ > - t ~- - .----t~t-~~;-~-~-the party initiating the proceeding 
!fie-~~~-~-~;: ; ~~ ca~~~lc~t file; car receive 

~u ~ ~;~~,<_~ts e ~cr -aI1~ if a ~~•t~r or  ~artlCl ant see~;~ a Rule 2.107 ~-aiver• cif 
tie r`~, _~a~nc ~l ; Ie in eI'UC. ~oc~c~ cause+ ~ ,.,.,«,4~~.~,. ~=:.:f~, ,.~.,a ~~;,,,.. 

__ ~ 

~~;~c~r~E~-r~,_. -~ , ~fistrated bti- an attesta~ic~n that the ~ersc~tl cic~t;~ ~ac~~ hive IZi~~~h_ 
s eec~ inte.e~~et .~~~. t e.ir l~c~i.ne c~z• ~€'dice ; anc~ 

} notices of at»ea1 f`rc~rt~ a final decision of tine ;€~rn~~z sstc~~~.._tc~ t~~e V errnc~nt 
St~t~~'ei~~e C{.~ci~t N«tties c~t'a~~eal rx~~~~t be fie in pa~~er~~~ifih the c.ler t~f tl~e 
~ozx~~-nissic~n, ~~~itlz any- ~lttr~• fee ~~ai~l in the manner ~,-^ ,« set f~rt;~i in Rule 
3 cif the Vermont Rules of ~ ~ ~eE ~t~: Procedure f:r~k{ t~ *~•~*r~ ~~ ufL..~ JEd Llfr 

~1 rectuest ~i1r an eI'C C u~e~° fe~~° per zssic~~~ EiRc~.~~ the C~~~~ .i.ssic~~} tc~ d~ppeal t~ the 
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Vc;rmc3~~t St~}~rc;rne Court ~aeFt~re the Cc~t~~missic~n issues a :fia~ai at~d~inen~ mint be 
filed in ~1?t?C' and shaulc i~ot 1~e accc~n~~anied ~~- a p~~ filing. 

F31 Fx~fc~.rce~a.~ent rt~1•oceedin~s and re:f~t•cals t~f enfo~•ce ent r~rc3ceedi►~~~. Ft~r e~~fozcen~ent 
roceeditl s, ~~~hetlac;~r rr~itratcd l~ ' a i~ne~nb~~• of the ~.►btic, a arty ar the Corn7t~issiat~. the 

C:c~~nanission ln~v at anv time refer the matter to the Department cif Public Service in 
accordance d~,rit ~ a~~licable: statulory rovisic~~~s. Altl~ou~111.~ot re ~.ircd. it zs p~•efezable 
that any filing t[zat seeks tc~ initiate a~~ enfaree~nent t~~ ^ _ ~t~ at the Cc~tninissio7i 
include. at a mini ut~~ the fallow°inn: 
(1 } ~ statemc;nt of'~vhether the ~nattez• leas b~~, ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~~: to t ae :I)e;partrn~nt oI'Pul~lic 

Service far eva€uatcc~n ~f an adrtiinrsti~ :_, . _ i ~ ~~, ,' «nder 30 V.Q.A. ~ 30~1~) and. 
it so, what the I~e~al-tme~~t cc~ncluc~ . I she ext~i~ ~'~ :~t tl~e conc.tusion is public 
and nc~~: a matter cif cc~nfx.dentiai - , ,! iatio7ls). If'tl~c: ~;, , ~~r ~~~s n.ot l3rou~E~t to the 
Department's attc~~tiort, the s~c~ ~, - , ~~ hc~uld e~ lai~~„ ~ ~,7as not ~rou~ht to 
the De~~ai-tment. 

(2) Reftre~lce is at~y a~~ l . (ale statutes r, ~!:_ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ rrti:~~ c~rz orcler~, _ ~ ~ ertifieaees cif 
public <,~oocl that are ~ ~,- . =~ ' !.~~~ have be _~ ~ _cl. 

(3) Tie factual uses, ~}r ~ h ~' ~ ~ I~:,_: i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~~~ore signed affidavits or 
declarati~~~~ ',~« the teirf;, l: r: ~~ i ~. ~ . ~ ~ .• ~,=:~ebsite. fc~r each alle<,~ec 
r-ic~lat~ 

__ _ -- - 

(C') I'ar~icipatic~t~ i~ _~ ~ ,_ _ , , ~ `~ ~~E ~ _  ~~ with fhe Com issio~l. other than a ~~blic 
ec~nlanetlt_or ~~ i ~~~ _~ ,,-, ~ ~. ~ , ~ i r 'i f ' 2.2].0 (inclut~ii~t~ anV filmy h~~ a ~.iser ~,r~ha 
~r~?; . , ~ . ~ << ~ ~' ; . , ~ ~ ~ I~ ~ ~ ~_~cerve dc~c~,►n~c:nts eiect~•~~zically), a user 

~ ~ ~ ,~ ~ ~ ~ . . Iv~ ; ; :, 
I 

I ,~,.~ ~ ; ~1 , ~ase~• ~~atne and ~t~ss~.~~c~rci. ~1 pe~•sc~n, 
.~ ~; ~, . csc• ~r~u~a . : . ~ ~ , : ! onin~ ti.~ : .,ir~.~le e;~~tit~ ~na~T use ePI.JC tc~ Il e a motion eo 
ic;~~_ ~~Ze in a Corr„~~_i:~ ~ ~ i :~ ~lin~ car, as ~rovitled in c~tl~er C'c~~n~tissian toles related 
to c: 1~ specific ty~._ ;_ 3c,~. _~_t3s. ~~ rlc~tic.e of rnterv~et~tic~n in a ~t~~n issio~~ 
r ocec~: i ' ,_' 

2.203 SiEning of 1'e# bons, Motions, and Ail Other " ~, Fi~in~s 
~~ Every petition, motion: or other }~~i ~~~-I~Si[ir~~ must be si~lecl car elcctranically 

signed by ~~ : -~ 1 attorney or pro se car taller representative of record in ~~ cir 
individual name, ~~«~ith their el~~.ail address and telephone number ~--~-stated 
c~~ith tl~e exce~ti~it c~I~~refii~d tcstimoz~y {s~•hich is signed a2~~ attested tc~ ~v its author, i3~ 
acec~rdance ~~ith Rule ?.? 13 C' and cxl~i~its ear tither att~chrr2cnts tc~ a:~~c~thcr f~(in~~. 

need not be verified or accompanied by affidavit:-- or• de.Cl~t'c~YFf)(1, except ~i.hen 
~t~ec f:lcal v ~~ec~uired Icy ~~ci e ter statute. 
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~~The signature of an attorney or pro se €~r t~tl~er representative constitutes a ^~°-* 
~~~cer~ificatiofl b~• that person that. b~sec! on a ~•easonable rnc~ir~~ and ~ ~4aci-fait~~

basis, tcf the best of ; s~^" ~ ~~'~:~^°•~'~^~`~~tl~eir knowledge, information, and belief-fi~a=~. al l €~f 
the fo11Q~~i~1~ are true: 

"I~liere are good grounds to support ~ ; °,,~~1 4~~4 :' tl~►e petitio~3, ~natic~n, or ofhei° 
1ilrn~< 

(2) <~II Ie~al cante~~tior~s are supported by eaisti~.<_ °.. at- b~T a nonfri~rc~lous ar~umcnt
for the extensio~~. n~odt~cation, ar rev~rs~! ; ..: >tinC~ lave o~~ the establisl~~nent of - _ - _ _-
axew• l~u•~; 

(3) ~J1 factual cante7~tic3ns hive evil. , , s~~~ai~t, or, ~~~cificall~' sc~ tdenti~cd, 
a~•e likely to 1~ave evidei-~ti~iv ~-~, ;, -, ,~ L after• ~ reasonal~~ ,.~:-~nitunity fc~r further 
i:~~►vesti~~atzc~n or disco~-erv; aa~c~ _. -- - 

{~) Tla.e ~ei~it~i~~~x, ~~1at~ion. ~~~ ether ~lin{,~ is not +~ ~ ~ ~bein~ dc~r~- ~ for delay.- car a 
other inap~srapriate ~ ~ ~i 

(I;)} Any vat~(atic~r~ cif sub~ecti.c~n (C ~: ' . ! t i. ~, ~. i , ~ ~ ~ ~?s under .[t.t~le '2.224. 

2.204 Pleadings and Ot1~er Filings; Scr~~ice. Filin<~. T'oi•in., and l~mendment 
(A) Service, when ~~~qui~~ed. In addition to any c~the~~ ~~~quii~ement imposed by law, every 

filing ~m~-~~~i_ on the ~~~me day on w hici~ it i~ filed, be served by the party filing the 
saute ~~t~i~ e~~~r~~ ~_~th~~~ part~~ who h~~~ filed a notice of appearance, ~•-~~-~^~~ a~ncl t~~1 

-~: ~r~~ I , ~t ~ ~, i , ~ ~ !_, ~ . ~•~f.l~. Commission r,.. ,<,.,~,a ,.,.,,,.~ 
_ _ _ _ ,.. 

(B) Scr~ ice, how made 
~crvac~; can rte , ` ~ , ~ r ~~ and }~artici~ants. 't~4'l~~.n service is required ~c3n a 

~.-*~- that [Zas ~~ . ~ .,: . . ~:~o~i_, ~fappezcance. servie~ l~nust be made on ~~-~ 
' -` --rhe 

~~~ n I , ~resea~tati~•es i~,-1~0 l~a~•e filed „~'~~~z~'~~' ~~c~tic-~:s o(~ 
a e;ae; _' 

~?~ ei'UC` us~i~ . _~.J n~r~-eE'liC` users. Pa~~ies orpai~tici t~~lts u~ho ~:~•e using eI=UC tt~ 
partrc~~~ate to a C;c~a~nmissic~n rt~~:~;eciiE~~ (~;Pt.TC ~Es~~•s) ~~~ill liar-e their email 
addresses included oi~ t(~e ``Pec~~le" t~~ in ePt ~;, ~~-i~i(e panties car participants ~a-hc~ 
are r~c~t usil~~ ei'LiC tt~ participate in a C;oi~~~nissic~n~rt~c~ecli~~~7 (~~on-e~'LJC users) 
~~~111 ha.cre stn ~tf~eir ~1t~-sical ~~zailin„ addresses 1~~clt~d~,d c>n the "Pe;op e°`" Yale in 
eI'UC. 
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3~ Service can State a~encaes tlirou€~h ePUC. VJhe_~t a ta~rt~r ar ~arfici~az~t a~tifiates 
Comn~issiotl roee~.din ~ iii ePUC. ser~~ice oil at1ti~ State a ~ei~c ~ that is entitled tc~ 
ser~~ice inti~st occur t~~rou~l~ ei'UC. For etitia~, filings labeled "Qt1~er" in ePtJC;, 
the pazt~- ~r participant should contact thy; clerk.. tc3 eas~~re; that State a~e~~cie:s (iii 
2Cj.CI.111021 $£1 Tile DC'.~?~ItillCllt t~~ IaLl~SIIC S~1"Vice} are acldec~ to tl~c eI'tJC case al~d 
serve. 

~ 1;lectrc~nic serv~ee tc~.~• al.l eI'UC ~.i4ers. :[n all c~. , 
on all ePt)C u.scts i~1 that proceecin l~~ut~ .~, , 
e~'IJC will send email nt~ti#rcatior~ of ~ ~~ i . : : ~: 
ttae ciocutne~a.t f:iled ~o all ~a.~-Cies car e~•: ,, _. 
~plicat~le t~uies of procedure, antl i~ I ,, using 
C;t~mn~issic~n proceedit~<~ 

>e.~°~-ic~e is dee~~~d tc~ be made 
=1Q~1tiC2~I0Y1 tI11t3U~I1 t;PL~C. 

e via eI'UC with a ~inlc to access 
~ ~ servzce as re zair~ci b ' the 

_'- ~ to ~at~ticipate in a 

5 No certif:icale cif sere ice ~v.l~en u~ ~ ~ ;~ e.~~tirel~' tlarc~~~~li ~' ,~._ :Cn cases s~~here 
ati parties end partici~a.~~ts are ePt. ~ ;9. na t:ifiicate o1 : , ,era is r~e~u r~ec~. 
,I'~is rule does not re~i ~~ ~ ai~~'or~e c~# ~ ~~ i~~a~ to ~fe c~t17~~ ~~ r~_ific~trc~ns,
such ~~:as ~a j~. ,,_: ~°ti~icate5 . ~ , ~. .~•e J~~~•cii..t~~ the excel-~zaa~ se cif 
discc~very~. 

(6~ Ira e~• co i~~ fnr- ~t~on-eI'Fl. a ~~~ ~ ~:. In all ~~i~~s_ s~~~~i~e may be made o~~ ~~o~~-
e.F'C?C ~~~._. ~ l~~° mailing a ce~p~~ ~~I~th~ Iilin~~. Iir~t -class postage prepaid, to the 
p0TS011 ~~t~l~~~~ Ili~tl~'~ ~~f a}?~~Cill'ap~'C 7S Otl ~11~. ~~{)C S~C'4'IC~C C?tI 11O01-~P~~ 

users. ~cr~ i~~c m~~~ ~alsc~ lie m~~dc b~~ ~~~rsonal deli~ary or by any other means 
aUtl'lO;rlZ~Cj 1~~ illc ~~et~~~~n Cntll~~~l to S0TV1C0. ~~"10 ~~i.~~l", ~T t~l~ ~,t}I~1.111ISS1011 'Itl t.~1~ 

;~ i ~ ~' I I ~ ~!. '. ~ . ~ ~. t. ITlltSt S~Y'V(' it ~~~)t;2' CC)~51' C)~ s'-l1 

_ i, ~ f l . i i ~ , , ~ ~ _ ~ ~ I I yes or f~ersons tin w~l~orrl service is 
~~t ~zir~. _i ~ ~,' . i ~i l ~, ~ l~ l ~ ~ t~le~ ~ ~ ~,~edr:k~•e. end t~~hc~ z~re i~ot using e}'UC tc} 
partici~~atti ~ ~ ~ ~: . , «t~ ~rc~ceed~~~~ 

~' :.. ~ 'r. r̀4LL0,~J 1.11. J\~~ ~i~7 a..11.~k1 4~ {d.~.Ly~ tlt 41~~tA B/A GLIAt I.AA 6G L,{.fAi 11 f.tlE.l ~J fi.JIA £I~VL.~.~IA~ Q

sci. , :,per coi i a certificate ~['sezvice i~ r~;quircd. A cc,rtif"rcate of'se~•r~ice 
r~~~st i~ ' ~.',: 'I,, ~~,,~nes ar~d acicir;sses ofe~zti~ies nr i~tt~ivic~~als ~~°hc~ a~•e sere-eel 
with. a ~~ _ ~ _ c~fa :f:~lin~~ certi~ ic:Gtte o:('s~r~-i.ce ~~eeci nc~t aa~cli~de tike Warne;; 
anci actdress:;~; .~i~an~' entrti~;s oi• inciir~tduals for ~~~[~c~~n ser~~ace ►s effectuated T
e(ectE•c~nic~lle•• ~isiBla eI'tJC. 

(C) Filing, manner and significance. 
(1~Filing ~~€a~of~all public c~Ic~c~t~t~ents ml~st be accomplished ,~ •;~ 

^* *~-~ ^~'~^~ ^~ ~'~~ r""k-~,Mt:nYn~~ tl~~.c~u€~~ ePtC or by delivery to the Commission 
during the course of ~~3~i et~ic[e~~.tia~~v hearing--, t~~~.l~ss the ci~.~cui~e~7t f~~ [s ti~7.d~~• 
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cPne of tine J~steci e~ce~tic3n5 in Rule Z ~ l 0 a~• a waive:- has l~eez~ ~~•anted urger Rule 

2.107 for,pape~- til~l€~. 

{2~ ~ ilintr of dt~curne~~ts f€~~• ~~~l~ich confidential treatment is sou~l~t must Ise 
acco~~~ la.s}~.ed thrc~~~~h tape rocedt~zes listed in hole 2.22 . 

(_Regardless of the method of delivery employed, filing cif' ail public doct~znents 
occurs only upon receipt by the ~~e~'C~C sve`_„ ~ _ ~r receipt by the Commission;

~~ E~rery filing ~'t~" ,~^~~+;~~=*~co~~strt~ltes ~i re~l~cscritation by the attorney or pro se 
or ether representative signing the ~~ ~ ; ~ : i ij~~ that .1 c~~py ~~r- -f has been or will 

be served on the same day on which it i~ filed ~acr~-+_~ _ e~~ery other party o~• 
~rt~ici~ant on whose behalf a notice of appearance hay been filed. 

(D) Number of copies. ~ ;,a~,a ~ -~— -- _. ~~  ~r~~,a:~, -~!~(.n tl~e 

limited circum~tanc~s ~~rher~ ~'ommis~r~~n .~ I ~~, . ~,_}~a~er ~~~lin~s, all materials required 

to be filed ~'~~~~ ~` ~ n-tu.st ~~~~ lu ~__ ~zi~ ori<<ii~al ~, ~. ^~~"'^'^ '~~ ".~. ~~~ 
,;,,,,~. _r„ ,a,•r . i Ufa 

--
c~ccc~acxv~rxscaZ~~-r'n.'z"c- crc - ':-,-. , . . 

~'~~., ~ Vin; t ~,,,,,..~„~.., r~ ~„t.,~.,~;H,~ va. ~ , ~ , ; ~ ! _ ' +r~~l-o~t~t~~. except that ,. ~ 
filiri~,~s of ciiscc~s r ;~ ,,uses ~_~ir_i: ~ ' ~ . I ~, ,~ ~, i . ; . i ~n ori~;i~1a1 plus one copy. 

~- i
~ 

. . y~ 

,.;,~;.,,, .a ,.n ~ ~. , 

(E) r~rin of 
~ l ~ in ~e~~erai.

;~ Except as pry ~~ ided in Rule 2.204(F), all filings ~~~~ust be 
c-~a~~-~-- ~','~cf L~sinU a cc~nn~~r~oa~ tv e:Eace, size I u :fc}nt.. dU~.Rble-s aced. acid 
i~rz~'t~, . I , 8 1/2" x 11" ~ ., nit .F~~• ~~ ~i i a ~a s~r.,y ,,, 

~... ._. ... ~.. ..:p,~'.... 

~ 1.N»^~- ~_:_}', +~~~~~ith at lea~sT l " I11~P<..„~1115. 

~.~ .~11 ~~~ _f,~~1s, l~t~iefs, and cc~~l~me~~ts—other tl~an~rc~~osec~ ordet•s, ~rc~~~osec~ 
fi~-~dira,~s ~t' fact and cc~nclu~ic}ns of Ia~~7 a~~d peat-]~Larii~t~ t~cie~s—n~Etst t~~: 
(i) nc~ ~rte~re tha~~ ZS~a~ es in l~n~tl~ {~aclucli~~~ exhibits}, 

("ii) ncz more 1~ taa~;es in len~:t~ (excl~~din~: eYl~ibft~~fc~r re~c~nses, and 

iii. nc~ more than 10 sas~e~ in le.e.~~th eacluc~i~~~ CX 11~1.15 I:C11' .l'~ . I. S. 
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c~ Tl~e f~i•st ~a~e of er~et-~~ iilin~ rr~ust include the case caution {ilze case name 
and fee-4~ti1e case number ~=t-~r~- +'~^ °~° ~°,'.,~°~-~ ~,., ,Y¢ *'~p 

fi~ii.' a case number 
ve-r~r~~ta~-t-~te ~'~ ~ :~`~'Y~~;~ ; leas been assi~rlecl) and m~,~st be headed 
by a descriptive title. ~r~,~ r,,.ri,..,.,cr.,:,,,~ , „ ~~,v ,.ru.;~~ : ~~~,<,~, ~,. „ ,~~ 

b  3 ~ i

n,-,,,-E;~,-r„ f~, f1,~ ,. ,~F,tn „{'tL,~ „fir. ,:.a~~1P ti,rir ;#',,., ~„1~~4.,.,tF.~1 

.I: ...~, „l.,.,Ii G.a „~'~ ,..ay.7 

(c;.~,., ``r~~  pzca7~t's Res~c~~lse tc:~ I ~~ ~('[icea~'s R.ect~cst f~~r AdditianaJ 
Ir~fatma~ior~"). 

~cl~ IAII tilint~s loi~~er t1~an 1 i~.~ ~:~ dust include ii: ~I . i per ri~,~l~t-1lancl co~~ner 
~f each aye th. e case ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ,..3 case ~~.~rmher, ti~~ ~ :y i~ua. ber, anc~ the 
date:. T11 s i~~fcar~r~atic~n i_ , ,Y~,°gyred. c~r~ the first E, . ~, _ ., f  a Ietter• o:~• ether 
filing, provicec~ that the e~~~ , _~ . c ,-'--' '~~nbe~•. anc~ ~ _appear
sc~~ne~~ here eat ~ ~ , :f~~°s__=t„~_a~e. 

T' i.lin~ys must au ~ ~re ' . ~ r ~ i ~ul~stantr~•e matters that are I~etore 
tl~~ Camn~ission. ~ , _' _ ~ ~ ~ ~_ , , , ~._ , ~ ~ _ ~; ~ri~~te or der~~,ator~~ lan~ua~,~e. 
aa~cf 9L.,ti, nxav nat , ~ ._~ , _ ~ -. ~ . I ~~ ::~_i ~• ~.'~~t are s eculative car are not 
~~ ~~. ~~; ~. ~~~c~cito t~~: ~. ~_~~~,i~u~ ; ~ .:~ .. I :~,~ r ~~~.~~ ,e ~x~aiters 1~ at are l~~,f:'ore 
it , .i ~,l -;; ~~n. ~ ,~~ n~ ~ ;-., ~ti . ; ~:+~ , ot•u~~o~~the C~~~l~~nission's 

i i ~, i ~ ~ ~ i .. _ ~ ~ i .. ~ i ~ ~ i I : C;r~~i~i.~nissic~~~ nxa~~ sirike E:~~t~~~1 L~r~ - :~:~.li~~~ anv 
~~~~ ~ :~ ~ . ~ ~~ ~ , . ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~~~ ~ i ~,_~ ~, ~.~~~nt car scaa~dalc~us mlticr. 

t a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :~ ~.. cac,~ . . ~ ~~.ess's p~•efi iec te::,tinxa~~~', cacl~ individual 
e.~l~ ~ i ~_ _ ' -= ~ . ~ ~ 4'e ide~~titied a:~~d fired in eI?UC separ~~tel~ 

I~~c~i~~id~ ~ , ,~, ua~~~., ~ ; ~~~av nczt be consolid~tec~ i_nt~ a ~,r~~~l~ 1ar~e~~ 
document ! ~ ~r ~iiir~~ i~~ e~'l.JC:. 

~c) _ r!? ~ ~ ~ ~s may ~Zat b~ tiled in the sar~~e doct3t~len~ as a response car 
rte, ~ :~.~•e~~it3~~sl~~ ~i1ec~ ~~:~t~tioax. 

{d} S~;rvlce li:~ts that are rlc~t part c~f'a►~ ini~:ial lilin~ in ~ case may be cc~i~nhi ed 
intcs a sin~lc document 4~ritll anv other filing. esc~.pt fc~r retiled testitnt~n~~ 
ar eYhi~its. 

(3) l.)c~c~.~z~~ent ~~u.tnbe~~s rec~~u.red. '~.~ ~~n parties car ~~~x•tic.i~~ants rovzc~e lists c~E 
retiled tes~ilnc~nv a:nd c,xhibits that Dave been ~revic~usly filed in cPllC, v~~i~etl~e~-
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b~' ~Iltl'I~ SL1C~'l Z ~IS~ I21 ~PUC C?]' ~7~- hand delive~•v at a h~arinr. ~t~e list ►must 3~~clucie 
the ePIJC clocu.~nei~t ~1u~r~t~er for r;acll dcscument that ~~.as Srefiled using cI'UC. 
(Each cic~clt ent fi led electronically via e~'UC ~s a.ssi„rned an ii~di~Tidua.I c acument 
7~u~r~t~er fc~r atiecl as ~ ~~xu~~ber ft~lic~1~•ed b~- a ~f~r~vard slash Ioilc~w~-eci 1~y aazather 
ntzlnber — e.~r., l 23~56145b7~9. Guida~~ce fc~r accessigl~ a~1c1. including tine ePt:1C 
d~c~~~nei~t B~tuin Hers assis~ne~ tc~ prefiled. testimony' and exhibits can be fo~.►nc[ on 
tie Cc~~~nmissio~~'~ ~,~~e~sit~,. 

('~) `I`inie t~f submission. 
(a) ~n electronic tiJin~ mars k~e stzbi~' ~ ~.nv day, includzxiM 1lolida~rs ai.~d 

weekends. anci at any tine, 

fib? A f'ilin~is ct~~lsidered ~IF~ I ~;, ~~je date it is ;;~.~ _~:~eci ifs~ibmitted ~~~ 4:30 
I'.M.. or.~ a d~~te tl~.at t1~e . ~ :r.iss.i.oa~ is open foi ; ; ,ess. 

~;c} ~ Iiliz~~ sx~bmi~tecl afi2er 4: ~ .:`,~1. car r. : ~ :: r~-eekenci, F.. : ~ !~7~r< or a~~~' othez• 
day t1~e C;c~mr:';;iot~ is not ot~~~ , ,, , ; , ,;ss uri}1 be ctt, : -.i. .•red tiled o~~ 
the~i.extl~usi~; -- --_ 

~d) Failure ot'an~ s~, ,~: ~~i ~ ~,, ~!~ ~ l ~ '1 not e~.ct~s~ a failure to cUm~~I~~ 
with ~ ding: de~~'I . . ~ ~.w~~I, ~_ ~~~. ~ ~ ~xerctses tts drsc~ret~c~~~ to 
i , I , • _i~=~~~l~~a~ ~~ ! ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ , . . . I ;vstems i~ unavaila~ale dt~e 

I' ~ I'; I t i i.(;I1i111C~ ~ !' ~ 1' I "sSIf3.E1 ~~[l~ 1SSLtf'. ri t1~t1C~ ~II1 

,_ ~ i ~ ~, ,~ ~ 1 a~~d or, ~'~ : ~ ~ E~nissior~ :~ websif~} e~tenc~in,~ a~~~ 
' i _ ,ccurrec' ~: ~- , ~~ _~ the time that eI'C1C ~~~~~s uraa~~ai.lable. 

/`~ I r - ~ i 
~a) ~ ~ , '~ + ~: ~ i I I_ : ~~ ca]l~' ackno~~~lecl.~e receipt cif any Alin<„ 

t~~~, ~ ~ i ; ~ . . ~ ~ ~ i~;~nt~i~-inu case number• zn the email cc~n~r atit~z~. of 
a11~~. ~. ~ ' ~ ; ' ~, `. ; has I~ee~x ack.nc~~r-led~ed ~v ePtJt:. 

T11c ide~E it~~ case nu Leer must a p~.ar ors all subsec~~,~et1t f~lin~s 
,ertaii =: ~_' ° . . fhat C;c~minission ~•oceedin,~. 

{c ~ 1 < f~ i~~u is a~c~t c~ee~~~ec~ ac~:e teci by tl~.e C'csrr~~a~iss.ic~.t~ ~~~~til zt 
i~zcc.~_: ~~: rec~~aire~izents of these rules ax~c~ of the eF~~C' sti•sters~. 

{6} I~evie~v of stalitni4sic~n__, 
a :~ ~.liz~ t[i~.t initiates a cage a~~d.i~as k~ee~a s~►bmi.tted ~~i4~ e~'~t; ~t~i1 ~ 

reeJie;~.~ed v tl~e C'o~r~mi:~sic~r~ fc~r ~c~mp iai~ee: ~~~itl~ tl~e rec~t~iren~ents cif 
these~~•oee ores ai d tl~e e~'llC; s~~ste~r~, anc~ ~~~itl-~ at~v ap~lic~ble statutes 
anci Cam:~~~is5ian rules. 
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(h} ~(~ter ~•e~•r`~r~~ a:f'tl~e; f~lin,~. t~~e, Cotnmissioz~ ~~~~1~ electronically' ciot3lo~ the 
filer if t11e filing car~ntst ~c ~,tocessed ur~t:il specifec{ actions ha~Je been 
taken as rec~ui~•~d by these ~raceclL~fes and the e~'L C s~~ste~~~, anc~ by L~~iy 
applica[~.le stautes a7~d Co~-€i~r~~ssic~n rules. 

~c} If a filing has not bec;n acce~~ted. ~ fi1e~• ~-~7av submit a cot-~•eeted ~ilin~. TI1e 
Co~~~mission ~vilf acce~st a corrected fi1in~ if it meets all rec~l~it•~ine~lts cif 
these race ~tres, the ePLC s stern, air} :_ ~ ~ a liable statutes ~~nc1 
C~omrnission ru.Ies. 

(d) Whe~~ a carrec.ted tili~~~ leas bee, , < ~ , ~ { :he date ai d dine of filin~~far 
all pu.~•~ase5 ~~zxder the C`oa~~~ ~ ,~; :,. s ru1~ , ~~•ocedure are tl.~e date 4~ti.d 
ti~~~e t}a.at the: cc~rr~cted Iii l i , . . ~.. , subm ~tted. 

(7 t;am ~o~~~nt parts of si~~~le c~ac,~. !~~__~~ . t~~hen ~:c~m~~onei~t ~ ~f a single 
cioc~t~~.~ent are ~a ~c~ se~aia~ely usii.~_ , (e.~~ ~paaate sip, , ~,~e pales f.xom 
m~.~lti le ~~xties to a ~<~ ale e;nt a~te~_. ~ ;~,art~1 that Fal~, ~_ a
cQrr~pa~~ent m~~st pr•t~ _ ~7~me for t~. ~ ~ l~~t i~l the a~aropt;~~te el'LC 
t~ie.l.d< clearly i.i~dlcat.ia~ ~ ~ ,, c ~ ~ I . ,_ ~ ~~.ent fi.lzn.tj and the s eci:~c 
docu~nea~t that fhe court, ~. ! ~ ~ ~ ~ , , ,, ~~ ~ ~ . i ~ e a part of'~~f., ̀ 'Signature 
pale cif I2~ ~~Ia:r to settlt~. ~ ; ~ ~~ _': . ~ ~ ~. ~ , i i! ~ ~ acv of ~at~aral Resources"~ 

(8~} C~orr~ , .~.~.! . ~ ~:_~~~ ~, ~~. T)~ ~,,~~~~~. ~. ' , .. ,~,._~ ~ i ~,~ose of'cox7•ec~:in~ ~revi~~usl~~ 
filed ~I ~t ~~. ~_~ ,~; ~~l ~~. ~ til~J i~ ~ I~~:,. sel~ctr~~~ the ̀ `revised" opiion from the 
aura ~ ! ~~. i ~, ~~ ~ . ! I ~.~ ~ _' '~un~ent will t~~.en a ear i~a e.k'[_7C~. •(,}~.e 

, , , ,. ~ . I ._~ , ~ ~ ~.. ! I - ~ I I , ,aar in cPUC [gut w~ili be rna~-kec~ ~s 
„_:i. 

_ ' . ! i.liE~~ c~nl, ~ ' ~ ~, ~ , , IPtlze st~t~ts c3€'a case, fo~:~z~d in tl~e: u~~ae,r-ri~~,l~t cc3rn~r 
-~f  the ease s_ -_ ~ _ ~:. t•eads "elos~cl." a f~lcr m~~.st ec~n~act the cleric of tlZe

~~, _issio~~ [~~ ~ ;. ~ i rn,~ ~; ~ = doc~zr~e~~t il~at t}~e Viler believes is car a°y~ e ~~e1~~tec1 
t~: ;~lc~secl ca i-he cle;~•k ~~ril(a~sis~ the :fEler in dete.t~r~~a~~~~~ ~~v}tether it z 
a~~~ _-re ~ ~ , ~ tl~e new filing i~1 the closed case or to r~if~at~ a ne~~~ case ~~~ith 
4~ dil~fe~ ~ ~: . ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~be~~ 4~~het~ n~akin~ the tilzni7. 

~,f ~ Pr~l~il~ited c~~~~.~E71~enis. ~ d.~curr~cnt cannot lie s~,►b~~zittec via e: t C if it: 
(~) is ~.~ot created ter saved .ia~ searcl~~[~le .l'~:.)F ~e~rch~r~iie .l'C_).]~1.A E xc,et ( ~(s 

~r .~ls~). jp~,, .~~tx, Poe~~ei•~~oint f.~~~7t o~• .~~~t:~}, IdIS 1~'O~•~ {".dc~c car .dc3c~}. 
1~•1~'~, or AVI fc~r~nat; 

€b} is lamer t11a~150 Iv1Q, t~r~(ess it is died i~1 se~Pnei~ts ~~a la~•~e~• tha~~ 5£~ X18; 
or 
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(c} contains a virus cletccted by the e:I'LiC system. 

11~ Reauircxnen~s :fc}r electronic dcrcun~ents. ~1~_e~c,ctrc3 .ically~ fzleci cic~ctt~ne t that 
has begin submitted via cF~~C ~~ill be aecet~ted ~r tl~e C:amr~~ission Q~zI~~ if: 
(a) it his bee~~ formatted as required L~~l the t;on~~nissi~n's rules of procedure 

az~d is cicarl~~ le~iil~. a~ad ([or texx docu~ne~~t5) r~'C3I'CI-S~c`tCC~`I~?It; i~~ tl~e 
electtanic farn~at in u.~llic it is filc;d; 

(bl anv p~ss~~vc~rd rotectic~n. or c~tl~er ~~' device }tas been re~~~csved; and 

~c) all information req~~irec3 to 1~ ~~.~uded tiz~i, I. t .~ tilin~.r has been sut~~nitted. 

(12~ Differcr~t formats fir clocumet ~ ~_;,. 
{~} ~OCUI11eI1~S ~~1s~t C1tltlOt ~~_ ~ ~. ~' 111 1111 (~f $il _'_ sll'~'7~+~ _ ~OYI11~tS 111LES$ ~~ 

frlcc~ r~rth tl~e Commissi~~ I ~. r ~~^r' i ~l~vr parti~:: ;~~i~:icipa~~ts tc~ a 
Co1~~m~ssion ~~.:~~ed~it,~ i~ ~ ~ ~~4~~_ ~ -~~~.. 

fib) If t}~~ Alin€; ~_  ~ .~ ~ ~, ~ . ~ ~_ ~ ~ ~ . ~-► e~f a cic~cr:~anent, then tller~ 
~hc~uId also pic~l i~-'.; ~_~. ~ ~ i ~ ~.,. I ~ ,-,_eectrt~nc; version oftl~c: 
c~~ ~~:_~ ~ ~„t {in aci ~.l i ~_,~ ~ ~ ~_;~ , I _~ ,,,~~~ ~ ~~ ~~~=~,?t~l~ the Cc~~n~~~lission). 

~~ < < l ,, ~:_', i !rI~7a11~St~~ itll'1IS51t)Ii , 'UCH.C~lll'~"Itic~tic~r~TC~alI~Ql1~ 

i , _ ~ ; , I ~~ ~ , ~,cl~an~7~ - ~ ~.ronicaly dt~cl~i~~ents that ~~~•e not i~~ a~~ eI'UC'_ 
:- I , , in ~I . ~~ ,-~~•~in~ eaci~ other r~°ith ~G~• cc>~i~s. 

!;_= ' ~' ,~i~i,~_~~:_~ ~ - ~ I~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~..~i ~, . ~ ~ i.~ ~~ anci participants. 
i  a ~ I . ., _~~ ~~, ~ ,~qu~ ~ tl~e elect~•a~~ic ~li~~ ~f'a ~etitao~-~. ~~leadin~, 

i~ic~di ;,~ . ~ . ~ i ~ ~u~~et~t constitutes t[1e represe~itati~Te's signature can tl~e 
c~acun~ ~ _~; ~ ~__Ur ,~ ' :7t1~er ~urt~oses ~~~Zder tl~e applicable rules cif 

rod c-edu ~}c~ud~i~~ the i~m~c~sitia~l ~f SaE~ctit~n~ ender Rule 2.224 and t'}~c 
re„~it• °~ in Rctie ?.?f}3(C~of< ~(-non~ €~thct- thil~~~s, a reasonable 

~.inc~uaz~~ and ~oc~c -faith basis Fc~~- all 
'~" ~ : ~ :.~t$Ei~(1S 111 W'T"I~t~11 ~I 11P1€~5. 
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_ ~, 
- ~..t' 

, . . . 
~, 

~ ~ 
C~6~~U1T~2 {~O—C'~}~~CYYC~Cl~ 

4 ~ ( 
~,r~.~ 

~ ~ n r~ n ~. ~. ~ ~ ~..ci ~a o n fn 
Y1-Y17CCCT~. 

~,n~n4~l. fr. +ern r. n7 r~n~rn. ra~F~~`v~wr..x 
~. 

~1n electronicall~ti Meet ~c~cur~ent , ~ ~ . . ~ res a si~~lature r~~~st include a 
si~r~ature dock cc~~lta nine tl~e ~ _;,~. _~;~ . ~''s typed-in narize, prec:cded 
b~~ "/s/" ar an electronic fac _~ I. of the s ~~re, a scanned. ct~~y~ of it, o~-
a7~ot~er fic~rm c~i'electroni~. ~.~._ ~~~d~ure as dc(ir~~.{ ~ `}.V.S.~~1. $ 27l(9 . and 
the ~Zarne. address, tole !. ~,~ : ~u~nber, a~~d email ~ ~ .sss cif the ~ertsari 
is ~l~in~; t1~e dt~cum~nt. 

~c) ~ ~rocedura!_,_~ . ~~mcnt fled ~~~ I,~~croilic tneat~s s~~., i_ Lie si 7n~, ed as 
I~rovided in tl:: ~ ' _ Idle ~•~~Ies ~;~_; ~ ~-;iur~. 

(d~ A~~~ dacumel~t f ~' ~ ~ i i ~ ~ `. ~ .!, ~~ ~ ~ ~ . . i ~; ~ ~. s~nature cif each 
rP; ~ ~ ~`~tive iii t~~, ~ ~, ~ n, ,, ~,~ ~, ~_~. I l~ ::each a document is f[ec( 

~? i ~.;, tltc . ~ i l i ~ ' ~ ~ I ~:~ti k~f' a ~~e.~re~entative: 
~~-~~i ~.0 ~ ~- .;~~ ~~ ~ ~, , ~ t ~hc . ~~ ~:r signers consent~.d to the ~Irn~ 

'-' ~---'= ' ~; ~ ~ i ~ ~ . ~ ~ I ~ ~_ . ~ ~ ~ _ i i _ ~. the clerk, a~~d ather (~g~nmissic~n 
'~ ' I i i I '~1'1 ~l]1S l _,~ i ; ti1'l[SSIL?Ii—~GFIt;P31:GC~ C~OCL111I~Cll C['~~l~C"~c1llC~ 1E3 

lie ~.~: r : ~l i~~ electronic farm ti~~ith an electrar~ic facs~rnile 
si~natti~ . I I ~ ~~~L '~~ a s~~x~~atl~r~e L7Io~:lc cont~i~~m~t~~ s«r~er~s ~t ~~ 
n~ax~e ~rE ~ ~ ~ I~:. Tl~a~ :~i+~taature leas the same effect as a hang ~~~~-iYter~ 
~i~nat~ar~ , a t on-electronic d~c~,► c.i~t. 

(b} ;' ~ ~~ lc facsi~~li1~ signature c~f'a Cc~n~kr~isszc3ner, l~caraa~~ c~t~f~ce~•. c~c 
thr; :: I '.:_ ~3n a Cotnmissiai~-~,z.ener~ted dc~etiment til~cl in tl~e ePt1C 
ele~:trc.~~aic ~I i~~ 4ystem is tnresu~~~ec~ v~~~l.ici. ~ a~~utlic~~~ired rise o('a~~ 
elcc-tranic i~acsin~i~e: si~;nai~.ire r~=ill rend~;r i~tvalid the c~c~cutnet that v~-a 
issu~:d ~~~itl~ the unaa~thoriz~.d si~~~r~ature unless tl~c C~c~~nn~issio~ler hea~~in 
of~cez~. czr clerk. r~~tif~es ~.I.~e use c~f'tl~eir si~~~ature. 
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(F) Special rute~ f~ot~ certain ~xl~ibits Fxhi~~ts teed a~ot cc~m}~Iti• i~vith il~t~. trJp~r~~r~ti~l~ or sire 
~•e uireiner~t of Rule 2.204E if it is ir~z c•actieablc to c~c~ so e.~. a s readsheet t(zat i;~ 
snore User-fi~ienc~l~r ~J eta submitted rn electronic: form). 

(G) Amendments in pendi~l~prc~cecd.in~s. 
(1) In~eneral. Proposed amendments to any filing may be made at any time 

d Y

the evic~e~~tia~•y ~~ecorc is closed. ~i~less all ! .~utomaticall~i~nder an 
a ~lica~le sta utc c~~~ rule, or agreed to b• ; ~;: + i ~r~~o~~ithc~ut tl~e C:c~ ~-~lissic~n 
de~lyin~ t1~e a~ne~~dtne~lt}, such amendn~~nt~ ' .~ ! ~-~~~,~~~f~st-~^e ^v^~,.* +i,~4 

J 

nte..l~ e .-,4 Lao .,l1,. or! ~-.l.~c.n 41..0 ! r _ vc ~'°'a.-.:i~. /nl tin# ,_" __. 

:~ ~~_ 

a 

.tn ~,d ~,+-€~..t;t r,~fit~~ ~ ~ '~ `'~s-s-crf-g$va'~-~?tL$~~~ 

- _ _~~_ - ~ ~I- . . ~~ ~~ .:> . ,-~. -- ,=~ ,.~, - ~~~re wire 
Coaxl~r: ~ ~~~~ ~~. : ~~, Prop~~s«I ~~menclil~ent5 ~~ 1 ~:iust be clearly identified 
~-ancl ! .~ ! ; ~ ~ ~ ~ r clearly indicaie ~ ~t ~~.~t°hat changes-=-c~- rare being made. 
In the event an amendment makes a substantial change ~~o a filing, the 
Commissi~~n ina~ ~~rcicr such additi~~nal notice to other parties and the public as 
justice may requ'irc. 

~?) Rate ~-~,_, ~ - ,,~~~ ~~:~~ Iil~~n~, . <~t~x~~ five to amend, supplements or alter an 
existing rate fi' ing or substantially revise the proof in support of sic-lea t-ate filing 
~-~ to incre~is~~. ~I~ crease_ or substantiate a pending rate request 

-~t-%s- ;~~-~~~xm~:~st cletnonstr~te tl-~at tl~e change in filing 
ur ~~~u~~f is neces~~~r~ lur the purpose of providing adequate and efficient service 

~,_aa¢'~.p" _ -~ _._ f: kt,~ r~la"'_--4 +r rte#` t 1~1~ic .,c.iz 
,, Mr -

~. ~ ~ :~. ~ .. Y~ .. . , ~ .,.......1....»..., 

:~~= 'I:'l~.is .~•ec~uiz-e~~ae~~t as inet if'tl~e n~~~~ filing is the .result c~~F ~~e~-iousl~ 
unknc~~~~n costs or other circumstances • ~' ' f'~ '^`' ~~ ..~ .. ^""`' 

„4;. ud~. :,.,.~„ .v ,,,, ,,, . . . . , .. 

. . ~~~~hicll could iac~t 
h~~tije ~ee~~ known r~~;-Pn-- ~~~~~thrUu~h reasonable diligence:-et~~~-~ 
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. ~, .. ;' ~,. tfZ~t 
w•il.l be in cffeet ci.u.r~in~ the affected rate eriod. 

(H) ¢Public access tt~ a7~d i~s~ of ePI.JC. An~~ ~~asan, 
illclitc~lir7~ any ~~~~^,. r', ~►' °~^».~;~^ f~~ *'^^ ^,,;*^~'.. ^~ ~ne~~lber afthe ~ene~al ttbiic, nlav use 
e['~C to: 
~,l T'ile u~lic cc}m~r►er~ts can are}~ ~ct~ccedin bef~o~•e. the Commission •~~' 

~,~.,.~,i ~a; r:f.,,,, ~~,n» ~,n.,,.~ ~.,,,,,„ „ ,,,a,> .,+ 4r,., . . ~~;~~~~rf~. C~;om~nents 
rzlated to a specific C;om issic~n ~rocee~tn~. _';; i:i be filed in the case number 
for that ~~rc~ceedin~. (If a et~son does aZ~; ~ ~ _case num.bc~2•, thc~~ should 
cat~taet the clerk before filing ~o ot~tair~ ~ I .. ~ r?k~er.? Tl1e Commission in its 
clisc~•~tian ma~~ ~rfll~ibit a filer fro~~ ~ -' ~ ePIJC; ~,~ ~ __.;~ dete~-~n nation that tl~e 
f~ic~r his abr:►sed the ePt. C s~~stca ~ _ ~~;~~eatec₹ rir`n~ , ! ~ ~.~Ie~~ant, abu~Ec~~, or 
n^om̂°--9¢~~,~~dupiicative dt~culne~~ ~ ~'or~r~ation. 

(2) Subser.~be to rece.icre notification of  ~ ~ ; , i;n« ~' dt~cume~~ ; ~,~~cl 1?y parties or 
issued l~~' tl~e Cc~rr~E~~~ _ ~~ in anv Co~~; ~- , : ' ~ ~~acecdin~. To ~: ~ ~; cr~E~e to a 
case, a User ~~Zust lob, i ~ ~~ ;_!,'C' creati ~_~~ ~ ount if necessary), search for t13e 
case tc~ ~~-1~ie11 the persc.~ ~ ~ ~, ~ ~~ , ' ~ ~'-f• . ~ . ~' ~ : . selLct "5r:~l~scribe to a Case'; 
from tk~e "Select ~ctiat~ ~ ~ ~ _1 ~ ~ ~ . ~ . ; ~ ~ ~ ~. ~ 1 ~ to tl~e fields on that screen. A 
~e~ son wh ~~, ' ':,es to story ~~._'- ~ i i , ~ . _ ~_ ~ ~~_'ate tl~e email address used 

t(73Lt~" ;,-~ ' . ': , ~ ~' i'-~21~f1 _ t i ~ _' i~ ' ,_i 1_ 'r ~,f'~I70[I~~OV. 

Sea~-e, ~ i ~.~- _ ~ _ ' ~ I : I i,_ . _;rlft~rmatio~l a~~td all public cic~cl~i~~~nts in a~~v 
Comr , ~ _ , 

2.205 Notice to ~-~~ --~'. ~~:~ Persons ~~r I'ar-ties 
{-~}---' :~~~ ~-~~r.~ ~ ;tom-~e-~., _ ,. .- ;., 

~ FI"ITZ'Y'~~'1—~"PE'xTClf^-~ 'I-  ~ _" .:~~t5 '~-"."- 
e,  4i~ .: r~~ei.~ro 4~~eu `ice ara~r~~.<rr. ei~e~ i r 4-~e e~ / ~ ~r~w~~ r 4

} e h..

~-Pi'C~fil~. T t~ca""p;'~"}T~ ̂ ,, . ~ - : ~3i'E:*cL -~ 

(~} :tii~tice a : i ~`-_ir~~~~ , ; ~.in et~ttties af~ectec3 by prc~pc~sed e,han;des to pole-attaeh ~c;nt 
tel•n~s oi• tarn ~ ~ _,,. ' ~. _:~~t~in~: of a~roc~ec#in~ that ~l°o~oses tcz ina: e cha.~~„~es te, 
e~rsti~-~~ ~i~ e-ac: ~~ ~~•~ns c~k• tar•i 15, ~~ra~~ose;s a ~zc;~~~ pile-attachme~zt tariff; car seeks 
~~~~•o~=al of a eat . ; ~ i;,~~c~]v ~~~ ~~c~le-~ttachlne~lt Bates. the a(c-c~~~~ni3~~: e~~tit~= must 

rc~~~icie .i.~c~lice c~~'tl~e f~l~n ~ tt~ ail e~.~tities that cui~~~ent.[ - l.~aae e ui meet ~~Ltacl~ec~ car have 
~~plieci to attach ec~ur~me.~~f ~o c~~~e; ctr more; c~1e.s t}~~~~ied ~i~° t~1~ pcsle-c~r~-nia~~ enClty. 

(B) Orders of notice. The Commission may require any party who seeks the granting or 
denial of any form of relief to file a proposed order of notice. 
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(C) Expenses. The expense of furnishing notice ~~anust be borne by the party on whose 
behalf or for whose benefit such notice is given. 

2.206 Motions Res oY~~es t€~ 1~ oti«Yxs ~~~c~ IZe Tres i S ort cif ~~Ic~tiaa~s 
(A ~,~Motions not made during ~a hearing s~-a- rrtt~st be in writing. f led ~~ith ~l a reasc~~~aE~~e 

period of tune frat~7 e~~hei~ the issue arose ter Env a deadline es€ablishe~ (~y ~~ule or ardet•. 
and, if they raise a substantial issue of law, ~~mr:~st be accompanied by a brief or 
memorandum of law. 

~Fi) All mc~tiorzs, re;s~~o~~s~s, a~~d re~1_ies must comp ~ ~ ~ I~ , ' i ofthe f ~I~r~€~ require~ne~axs o:E 
these riles, i~~cludi~~~~he page [imita.~ions cif ! ' ~~ ' ~ !` 1.,~ 

~C} Motions made during a hearing may be r~quir~d to be put in ~vritTng and supported by a 
brief or memorandum of law within such ~criod as the Commission may direct. 

(I_ )~ ~~f7 o ~aportunit~- to j~t-esent e~ ~:~_~- ,n a rr~r~_ i, ~, , ~.' `: ~e~~rovic~ed, if ~•ec~uested, l~nless the 
C.'€~~-nrnissi~~3 finds there fic~ be i ~ ~ ~ ~, : _ ~ .~. , , ~~~ ~ ~natcri~l fast. TI~e e~c~uest foz• ~~~ 
t~~~ortunit~r to presc~~t cvid~nce ~I I i ~ ~~ ; ~ 1 .~ ~.~ : ~ ~ ~ ~'t1c; evidence that the party 
~v isl es to offer. ' rase, tl~~ ~.• ~, " ~>> ~ : ~ ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ;,, ~ ' , . ;. ~ ~~ l,ea~r gral ~r:z~u~nent a~~d rnati- _ _— -
ciispose o1't~~ , ~. ~~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ar~~~ ~ ,! 

_t E) L! mess othe~•~~ ~ _ _f ~: ~:_l~e Cone ~ ~ : i ~. ; ~ Ftz. res~ans~s to motions are c~~~e I'~ c~ays ~~fter 
the i~notion r~ f ' _ , { , ~ I ~ . ~ ~~ ~t~, i ~ 4 after re~onses az°~ filed. 

{I~ ~ ~' ~ ;_~ r~.v ~~.v; ~ _ _ __ ~ - r ~ _- : _ ~: ~ ,~ a~~v other filii~~ that is ~~at ~~(lo~ved under• 
< ~~, livable; rule4, i~ , : ,;, , . I,~. ~, ~ ror4 lte rrst~tic~n rn~:ist set fc>z~th ~c3t3t~ cause as tc~ 
~~ ~1~Er i~att~r cou ~ , , i :.>n raised rn an earlier filing. 

(~~ If a m~;~ ~ ~ ~~eks ex ~;c. ~ ~ :; ~ ~ >c31~.~.4i~~n {that is. sooner than allc3~vec~l ~~- tti~: ~t~~~dard 1 ~-
d.a}- res~cJ. ~ - ;' ̂ 3'ic~d ; ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ i c~a~:~ ~~e~lv-t~-response ~erit~d_ plus a tithe for Ct~r~7lniss'son 
c~~liL~~r~tic~r~~ . ,i~ rr- ~ ;leanly stated rn'the title cif tl~e m~tioi~ {"fix eciite~ Nation 
to. . .'~ 

N A. zt~c~z:i.c~~~ ~•e uestia~ ~ alternative tc~z•.~~~s ot'.~•elief i.e., .~•e ues#ins tiha~: the C"c~~nmi.ssic~~~ 
~~•ant i-c.11ef~in c}rye. 1n~•~t~ or a~lot er based c~~~ zelated facEs} ma~~ e ~ilec~ as ~ sia~~.,,Ic 
clocurr~ent. A tes Anse car re d' fit} SUC~1 a 111O$1tlEl (I1ati ~I:"sQ ~?~ f1~~C~ c~:S c~ 5111~~'.~~ CI~CL1t1ZeY1~. 

(I) A ne~r~ c~t,ic~r~ may' nc~t k~e ectm~iiz~ec~ r~~~itl-~ a yes c}nse tc~ ~ ar,cti~€~t. 
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A r~~emc~randum c~€' Ea~J 2nust be [nclud~;d in the same dc~c~u~~~ent as tl~e; moiion ~t sr~t~noz~:s. 
I Iav~.ever. anv affidavit decla~•atioi~, exhibit. flr other su ortin~ inattct• cat• attaci~tnent to a 
1120$1011 C)1' i°c:s~onse rnl~st be tiled as a s~~a~ate docume~~t and must identify the mc~~tioi~s ot• 
res~c3~~ses tc~ ~~~hi.ch the s~ c~rtin~ matte~~ relates a~.~d i.~nust lie referenced ~n the motions or 
responses unless it is fled after thc~-~. 

(K) t~11 m~tic~tts ~c~ce t for ~x~ati~~€s tc~ dismiss, fcsr s~tz~innarti- iud~€-nez~t. for ~ t~,mporar-~i• 
~•c;strainin~ order•. or f~~• sa~lctic~ns 1~~ust state; ~~Ilet~~e~• `'~ ~ ~c>vin<~ ~a~-~v leas received. 
consent fc~r the relief ~•equesfed from alI other partrP. : ,:~_i ~a~~ticipants. 

2.207 Time
~}~- (r~} All filings (incltid~n~ elect•; _ ~ iin~,~r~ ins . ! : ~ subtnrttecl by x:30 I'.I1~. 

E721 ~ C~3~,~ lI1dL 1I1~ C~c~m~~iissic~n zs Q~cn ~~. i.~tess tc~ count :~ ' :n~ filed an that cta~~;, 

(:bl I~~ compLttin~ ank time perit~d in these ru _~ . . i ~ ~ _:~~ ~V ttYc~er, car in an ~ = l ical~le statute tl~a~ 
does ~~ot specif~tir a ~-n~thod of ec~mp~~tin~ 
~1) Excl«cle the da~~ ~f t'~,, ~ ,•Aa1t that trr~ ~_ ~ . 1 ~~ ~ , ,_ ric~d. 

(2} Count et~~,r;y c~ar~~, incl~~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ , ~,~~diate c ~ ~ ' ,,,s. Sunda}'s, a~~cl le;~al hc~lida~°s. 

(7) I~~clude the '. _ icy of the ~,__;_ ~__{ . I ~ , ~ ~_ ~T i , ~ Sat~trdav, Sutldav, czr 
Ie~~l ~ ~ ' '~.v cic~ - ~ . , J!.~ ~ _ ~ ~~Ld States Preside~~t, the. 
1 init~ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ::r it . ~ . Vermont _-rie r~~-~x~~~ ~~ ~~~ 

-t3. ' -: — -~t-crci~ - r-h~--~i~r~ck3~£. £'}?~-~St.,,,tt ~.1,. .~,~~~,~~~ 

the r~E ~ : ~ _. ,. ;! i ~~<< ,: ,, : :in €xnt~i , _ _ ~d c}Ft11e. next day ih~t is nc~t a Saturca`~, 
: 1 I I,'~':' ,l~' ic.i;l ',

 (C,} ~ .t catrac~iu~ ~~. r . ~ ~Y , ~,~:ftit~n tc3 extend a deacltine ~~zust lie filed iat 
_; _ ~ ; da~~s before the ~ „ . ~, ~ Jeaclline and must set faith ~aod cause ~~,~hy tl~e 
eats ~~~~ sl~c~ulc3~be ~e~ ~~.~~~,~. 

2.208 Defective Filings 
'~.,'-s.~.,,,*E^" ~ ~e'~i~~~ ('t~m.~ ~~;~"it~n may refuse tQ ace-eat fir f~lin~~ or, after ~l~i~~~,~, r~~av a.t anti 

tz e: reject a~~~' fili~~€~ ti,:. ~ . << ~~c~t~:Ec~r~~~ tc~ tl~te cecuire~nc~ats of this rule c~c i;~ ~ther~~risc 
substan~iall~~ defective or insufficient ~'S1~°.,. .,~^. , ~~ ,.-~;n^+n,~ ~... ~~,~> r~,-.,.,,,..,~.~,,,,, ri,.n~,;~r.,,a +~,.,,- 

t~ ttIit~~ is suk~stai~tia.11~~~ insufficient 
At,.~tt r„+ c.,:~ ~~~.a,,,~,.~~.~.~.~.t„~ ~„a ,,,F~ ~~,u ,a„+~ „t, ,.a, +~, i.,~., ,a„_ „~ r;~~,~ ~~t-~} 

~, , . 
~-(-cif. fc~r insta~~ce, it fails to include all material information required by statute or rule. 
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2.209 Intervention
(A) Intervention as of right. Upon timely application, € ~anvc~ne shall be permitted to 

intervene in any proceeding (1) when a statute 4r Cfl~~~mission rule confers an 
unconditional right to intervene;—. cat• (2) when 

the applicant 
cl~~i~ns ~n interest 

~ min the ~~~atters that must ~Se resolve.d in the ~~sr~cec::din~ at~d the applicant is sa 
situated that ~1~e dispositio~l of the proceeding;  ~~[~~e-*'. ~• ~~'~' ,.a, fa~~ „_:,.r„~:<,<. 

,^ ~., .,.'~;^'~ ma5~ as a practical mater impair or ~_, __~e the izF _ -~plicant's 
abilit~~ to protect that interest-~~~~a=k~=€~, unless thr ~ : ~z~`sa~~.licant's interest is 
adequately represented by existing parties. 

(B) Permissive intervention. Upon timely apj?lication, a person may :-' 
r'^~~~;; ~~^•~, be permitted to intervene in piny proceeding ~«~hen t~~ ~~~~;~~~=~~ 
,a~..,,^°,_.* *gin a ~..~"~~statute  o~• Cc:i~ ~ ~, ;~fn rule eonfet•s a c~ ~ ~~ ~~ '~n~~) r%~ht to 
(E~tc~~ve~z~,, or (2} ~~~hen. a~~ a~iicant's cla~ca interc~t ~a~st -t~, ~ ~.~.~estic~n c~~ lae~- 
or feet in coln~na~~ with tl~e i ' cgs t11at gnu.: ~ lac ,,_ u'~<, +'~~ r,,,*^^,~~. ! ~resol~ed. in 
the proceeding.-_ In exercisii~~~ its discretion ~~ ~ . ~-a , the Commission must 
consider .. ~ ~ ~ , i ~ .,' 

~~-~ whether inters ertion ~n~il l un~lul~. ~~lelay th~_~ pr~~ce~,~_iin~r or prejudice the interests 
of existing parties or of the ~~ublic. 

(C) Conditions. V~'here ~~ ~~~u-t~~ has been granted intervention, the Commission may restrict 
~t~+ ~=t i~~ ~ i ~, ~i ~. ' ~. ~,ar[icipati~n-, _. ~t .-~ .. . ~ 

~r „ _ ~~ ~ _ may ~~eq u i ~~e ~ ~~ ~' ~ ~ ~~ ~ ! party to join with other parties with 
respect to appe.~rancc l~v eoin~~~L E,r~s~ntation of evidence_ or other matters, ca~~nd may 
otherwise limit „~ ' , ~- ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ r~ _, 's participation, all as the interests of justice and 
economy of adjudi~~~tic ,n rr~~uir~. The Cc~~nmissraf~ leas c~i5cre~ion i~1 cletenl~inii~~,~ ~i°hei~ tc~ 
t~rd~.~ ~_~_~2t ~•e,~rese~~t~~ _~_ ~ n..._ ,_;~~t rec~aire a. `Mate a~ei~cv to ~e represented 'o~~~tl~~ 
~~-iih a~~ :~_ ~'tl~Ee~:~~a~~tv~. 

(D) Procedure. An,application to intervene bra -must be ~nacle i~ti~ ~~c~tice if izc~tice is 
aI1~~~~~~~d l~~r sta~~~~~ ~p ~ ~~iss~c~z~ t•ulc) or by motion made in accordance with these 
rules. The motion ~~; ~ ~ ̀ ! be made as early &S ~3E3SS1'~IC QI' ~Y tl~e date al o~~~~d under a. 
sc ec~~~lin~; order•. 

~.~l oid~r 
(~~~ I'e~•~ons to be ic~ii~ed i feasible. r~ e~~soi~ shill be ~c~inec~ ~s a part~~ in ~~~e case if: 

( ( } in ~:he ~~~rsoa~':; absence cc~~r~plete relief ca~-►~~ot be accc~~•cied amc~~~~ these ~Iz•eaciy 
~7c`~ t"~1~S, OT 
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(2) the person claims an ~lter~st €•elated. to the s~.il~~ct c~fthe case a~~cl is sc~ situated. 
that the dis~~c~sitron t~f the case in the perso~~'s absence ~na~~: 
~} as a practical ~.-~z~tter i~~~~ax~• ar• ime,dc the; ~~crsot}'s abilit~~ Co ~~zotect that 

interest, or 

fib? Jeave any of~the ~urso~~s already . ark ties s~,rl~,~cct tc3 a su~~tantial risk. cif' 
incut•t~in~ doubly. m~,ilt~ le, or othet~~i~~ . ~Y~sis~ent o ii~:ati~ns 1~y reason 
of the ~erso~i's clai~necl interest. 

(B) Reasons for r~orl c~indcr. A petition or c~the~• ini I i ~ ~ ~I~all', ~ ~,^~~ <,::+~„„ ., 

-_. r -i-4' ~ ~-i#~t state the 
. . ~ . . ~ ~~,es< ifk►~c~cva~ i, ~' filer, of any ~ersc~ns 

cl~.seribed rn subsection { A) w}ga are ~ ~ tot joined., and th ~ ~ . :ns whey ire not 
~nec{. 

.~. ~ Joinder by ~rderoft'~~ =_:~m~2~issic~n. 
~~-~3lE1$i~ia~rs-cm -c~. - -1-:-., _ . . c~ -rr-~ -cmrr~i=v̂-n - a~virfrrr~ ~:..,., 

~ ~ ) For a per .'.-,:-E;ri beck in ~ ~ _ ~ ~ i ~. ~ ~ ~ `', __ i ~ . ~. > `'~asi ale lout has not -- -
occ~.~r~ ~~~ssic~~ ~ ~ ~, ~.I I~, ~ ~ ~,,; ~: ~;~. atiacle a art~~. 

~~ Fc~r a ~ ,__ _' ' ~ ., ~ , {~~~if ic~i~~clei• is i~ot feasible. the 
~;t)1Y111 i .; i',1; ~ ,, ~ ~ i; i ~ !`7 ~C'Lill~",_ C1C.~t)t)t'~ COI1SL:l~1"1L:~ l~lt; 

,. I ~. ~~, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~~ ~ >~ ~ ~ ~ ~~at-ties bec~~-e tt~e C`om issic~~n, a~~- «;•he~her 
_,~ , _..: i ~ ~ ,_~ '~ .~ i . ~ ~ i _' f ~ ~_ ~us~ the absent ~ei•so~~ is ii~dispens~bl~. 

The face , ':~,~re~ ~~- tl~ ';om~~nlssit~n ~ncl~ide: 
~a? to v~ ~ ~ ': ~_~ cler re~~dercd i~1 the p~rsot~'s ~bse~~ce n~i~ht Ise 

re' ~►~l i ~ . ! ~. ~ _ i mot _; ~n car those already Marti es, 

~, ~ the extes~ _ rvhicl~, by protective ~rt~visic3ns in the ortie~•. b~~ the shaping 
~. ~'~' relief. ~. ~: ~ ~tl~~r meas~~~•zs, the ~~~•eiuc(iee can be lesse~led car ~~`-aide~. 

~c} ~vr,~~ ; ~~: an c~~~der rertdct•~d Y1~ the ~i-son's a ssence ~~~i11 Lie adec~uage. and 

~d} ~~-I~eClle~• the ~~e;t.ifiic~r~€~i~ ~art~° e~°i I E~ar~~e an ae;q~at~ remc.dv if'tl~L petitic~~z 
is dismissed foi• r~oi~joinder. 

(3) Pe~-~nzssia•e ioinder. t ~~n a n~t~ti~~~ by a a~•t~' o~- oz~ the Cc3s~~rnissic~r~'s c~c~.-~1 
i~~itiative. tl~e Coln~nisstc~~~ tna};join all eisc~ns ~~~I~c~ (lave a~~ ir~terc;st arisi~~~ out cif 
tl~.e same .~~~atter it`anv guest c».~ cat' (t~~v c7r facf ct~~-n c3t~ to o f of the jc~ir,ed ~~e~•so~~s 
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mad' tie resalvecl thrt~u~h ~a~ o~~de;r in the case; ~~~llere tl.~~ ersc~n is ic~itiecl. 
4ltet-natively tilt Cc~mn~issian may ~i~~e lea~~e t~ allo~.~- the persc~n to file an 
arni~.us brief. 

~ 1~1is'oi~~der. Tli~, mis'c~inc er of ~a~~ties is i~c}t ~t-Qu~a fQr dismissal of a case. 

I'~rties may' I~~ dre~~pecl ar arced by order of the C4tntnission oi~ t~~otio~l 4f a~~v 
~art~' ~r c~~z its c~rvn ir~itiati~e at any' S~~e o#'the cage anti can such. terms as are just. 

A~z~art of a case ~z~av be se`~cred a~~d ~racee~' ith s~arateg~ . 

2.211 Consolidation of Hearings; Separate Hearings 
-~s-s-r~- p3~v=ssrvrrsi~i ~c 

v.., «.r- n„1 ~ ~f  f~~~'~~.-n~r"~-~?~ , _. , . ~ ~` _ -f` ~•.d +• L:(„,~,•~,i-~ fi~SB'rivari-az=r=.n:~rruruz~. 

'7`~ t l .-!n„ I I ., ,,.1 ~ , „~l ; e~. ~ s` ue-r~vi~ ia r ter` - ;~t~; 

{4) C'o€~solidatic~n. W[~en cases i~lvol~ir~, ~~~~ioi1 quest c~~1 c~~ t~ _fast ire ~endin~ 

before the Commission, it ina~ order a j~, ~ ;~_:~rin~ an anS~ ~~• alp _I -~attzrs at issue in 

the cases: it ~xia~, ~vitlz ec~nsent o1't zc; Paz i ~ ; i~,• r" ~ ~ casts c~»~ . ~ 1 ~*ed. ar~d it may 

make o~•decs i~1 these ptt~eec ._' 4:o a«n~ ~ ~ :. ~~ost;~ oc d~;la~~. 

~I~~ Se~sarate h~ari~~.~s. Tl~e Cc~~nn~, i ~• i ~ ~i , ~~ ' ~~ , , ~. ,.~ ~.~rto a~oi~rej~~dice. ter c~J~e,n 

separate hcarin~s ~~ili pta~r~ote ~ . ; ~' ' ~ _~-~~ ~. ~ , ~ ~:~ti• older a s~~ara~c. trial of a~1v 
ISStt~ Oi' ISSLI~S. 

2.212 =•n~.,.,,~.~..n _ 
_---- ` ' ̀ -- ---- 'xs Conf'eren~;es9 gnu lim --~ :Lien 

{,~} Schec~a~lin~: ~:~~,~ .~ :~~~ __ ~~- _~nces. In am' proceeding, the Commission mays 
,. !' direct the parties to appear before it a~ anv tine for a 

confereirce-to con~i~i~~r ; , <_:~,_ I ~~~~:~_ ar3d other matters. including: 

(- - -- t;-,- , — r -! I ~,'n~~ I ~ the itisues; 

~, ; ~,~-,=,~,-~,, ! _ . ~ , ~:~-e~{,z) amendments to ~ ~ =~tilii~„~s; 

~~}— - ~ ;~ -k t~; ~:~ ~k -t ~) admissions of ~-~~facts a~~d of documents 

{-~~---~;- ~ ; I ) Ii~l~iti~1~ the number of expert witnesses; 

f ~--~~~(5)~ hetl~er tl~e c~~se r~~~t~ ~e a~~~•c~~r•iate ~t~r edzatiz~n; anti 

(6) an~~ other matters t7~t may aid in the disposition of the case. 
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I3~ I~~Iedi~tic~n. L nan a n~otiozl bar anv nar~t~f or oti its c~~~n initi~tivc:, tl-►e Cc3rx~z~nission_ av 
order else . artier to any ~•c~cecdin ~o artici ate i« ~lzediatio~l. till arties and. them• 
counsel i~~ust attend ~~ scl~edulecf ~nediatio~~ u~~t ess the parties stipulate otherwise or the 
Co~7~ir►3ssic3n, fc3r ~oc~ct cause excuses a persan f rim ~a~~icipatrc~n c~~- a~tthc~rizes a ~ersc3n 
tc~ artici ate b r tole home. At each ediatia~~, each arty must I1ave ~1 attendai~ee a 

person ~vho leas seit(en~ent a~rthc~rity and a.~~thc~rit~~ to enter stipulations. 1h'itll_the 
a,~rcemeX~t of a[l ~aztics ax~cl the ~x~ediator, a~x~T no~7pat-t~° havi~l~ an i.a~ter~est that znav die 
~na.terially affected v tie t~uf.cQ~r~e of`the rc~c~ed~~z~. , .hose,,,~resence is esse~stial to its 
~-~sc~Iutic~i~, m€~}r attend a mediation ii1 persol~ or 1~~ ~ ~: ~ _- T'he fees end expenses of a 
r~.~ec iatc~r scle:ctcd ~y tl7e ~~arfies c~'ilI ~ic~ agreed c'. ~ , roes and the ~nediatar. Iii 
cases involvi~l~ a petittol~, the petitianet- is t~cst ~ ~ i i ~ , 11 tees and expenses of a 
mediator unless ot~er~~~ise a~;~eed or orc~erF_J. 1 ~ ~ X11 other __ ~~, z~cl~t ~art~J must pa~~ a~~ 
equal s.l.~are of't(~e fees a~~ci e~~ez~scs o~ , l ,cted or desi~~ ~ I mc,diato~~ unless 
athert~°ise a~reec~ at c~~-ci~;red. An~~ ~~ ~ believes it is finat~ . . !_ t~i~ablc to pay tl~e 
fee r~la~~ file ~ i~lotio~l t~rith the ec~~nmis~ ~ ~ ~-:,stis~~y ~ diffe~•en~ , ~ rran~err~ent ar that 
nzediataon a~ot lie regt~ireci in the case. 

_ __ -- ----

2.213 Prefiled Testimon 
(A) Direct case. `. ,-, ~, , ~ ; , ~ Mach party 

~ll~~l~ ~ri~~n~ust prefle the direct t~stim~~n~~ and ~~hihii~ cif r.~ch witness it proposes to call 
in support of its direst ease. 

(B) Rebuttal case. ~ : i . ; ~rEac[; ~~ ~'_`- ~. , .~>t ~~c;t~l~; the r-<^,,.,,~, ;;~ct^., „~~~: direct-ate 
~-~-#"fie-~: ~ :~ te.stimun~ anal exhibits ~~C e~~ch witness it proposes to call in rebuttal of 

the case of any ~~th~~~ part~~ . 

(C) Form c~l~ pr~iiled testimony. 
_The prefei7ed form far prefiled testimony is question.' -art-answer form. 
However, such testimony may be filed in narrative form, provided that it is 
t~ pewritten and c~- ~nfi~rm< <~ ith the requirements #~~• ~ _ ~~b ^ ~~"=t,a ~n~~-

"~~£-~~3c~c 

c~§~11-r -<-~- ' - ~,a .,..,rl r1~,.,T~1~~ ~. ~~~—z_;-Pri~~~xrrraccs-~i ~i~ to

~~b_ t~ ~. .. ,` .. .. 

rt {~f~~~v fcs~nf..v. ~~.r. v: .t~ u ~.~~.i1~n ~~[.+~ f ~~~ 4r. : n~1 4' .e..~ '~'~ ~+ ~~ r
. . $~-ece-ti- ~rz~r~-ecs--c . . ~';'rrrr~rzrmr~'. rs=rc ̀sccz'r.~.xzxcr.'e.'=mss' ~rxi'rrr 

...,,, ~,~, .,,a,~,;~,,,,~ nr s,.:;,~„~,.,,.~~t Iortll Fie.lc~~~~ ar~ci ~vitl~ the re,c~~~ire~~.~er~ts set (c~~•tl-~ r`n 
Rug 2.20~(E). 

(2) Tesii7~~tc~nv 4il~;d i~7 nac~~at[c~c, fc~rrr~a~ r~1~►st incline hcati~;rs to ide►~tsf`° sub~ect-
T11i~~'Ch:C Caf~„t.'t77'I~S. 
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~ 3) Tie pt~~;ferred far~-nat f't}r all~refileci testin~a~~~ is to have Ii1~~ ~iu~n~ers rig the left-
hancl n~ar~ir~ cif each a e. I Iou-ever. refiled. testimony ~~°itllcsut line numbers 
ti~~ill be accepted if necess~r~-. 

(~- T` ~~, re ed testirnonv of each ~~~itl~ess rnus~ be . receded by a I~rief statei~~ent, ors 

a ~e ar~~te a~~e siit~~lnat-izs~~~ the testii~~o31~- and exhibits referred to in t1~e 
testirr~c3~ty. TIz~; sumrrxar~' is not evider~cu. 

(5} 'I'h~ ~refi ed testimoi~v of each lvitness tnu~  ̀! _ ., ~~ ~an~~aanied b`- a si~n~d. affidavit 
ar dLclaration aitesti~l~, that all stag. ex~t:~ . ~ - ~ . ar~c~ acc.~.irate to the best of the 
t~,-~itness's tcnowled~e and bciief, anc~ th< ~ ~ _ ~ is s~Ujeet tc~ sa~ictions far 
cc~~lten~~~t ar~cl peijur ~~  f a~1v statem~:-=~ , ~~za false. 

(6) DES~1$~ t~#~ ~I'Ovisians of Car~~~ i ~ i ,~n Rule; ~..I07(~ ~~ ~ ; ;, _:~ r~~J other rcile, ~n 
circu~nst~i~ces in 4vhicl~ a notariL  ̀ ' '_~~.un~ent ~< r _:.i :cirec~, , ~ !~~:r• ~nak incl~~de the 
Follc~~vin<31an~ua~e in lieu t~f not ~ ; : ~.,,-~ .̀T . aim that t1-~~. _f,. , , F stat~~~e:nt is 
tt~ue ar~tl acct~ratc to ~' ~ 1-,,: st of r~ ~~ I ~~ ~ ~ . , ;. ~~~i be1 ref. I ur.~ ~: ,. a~1d that if thy; 
above 5taterr~ent is fa i ~ ~ ~, ~,. ~ , ~ ~~ t . ~nctit~t~s by Mlle Commission 
~ur~uant to 30 V.S.A :: ~~, .. 1 ~, ~. ~ , , ~.;., , , , ; ! ,ri~~~s ire ~,~~hich a ~u-zta~ess t~;stifres 
b~~ video c~~• audio confer : ; ! . . ; ~ ~ ~ i ~, : : ~ ad:~ninister tl~e oa~l~ reir~o~ely 

f°ovided `~~ , - ` ~m~ni4s~ , , ~,, _~-=~ ~ I I :~~ ~ 1.~~ ~ '! ~_of any 4vit~~ess testifyi~~~_ ~_- — -
re~~notr

2.214 Discovery 
i,~, ~ .,,t Tt ~' 

(r'~} Ser~~ice cif disec~vii~ ~ ~~i~c~t~ a~~d responses ail discoE~ec~-e~uests at~ci re~;~ons~s 1~zust 

tae served c~~.~ a l ztrt~es ~x~c~ a.rtiei €iI11:S ll7 dCCE)Tf~~l"ICC: l~v'It}~ .~Z1I~~ ~.~0~. I..)15GC}~~e~~t- 

t-ec~ue~ts Sergi°ed t~~~ ~~arties ac~ ~a ~tict}~ants in a Cc>mrni~sioi~ ~~roceedin~ m~~st also l~~ filed 
~~~ith tl~c Co~nn~issicr~~ in ePt.tC'. I~1 articular cases, tE~~; C'~inn~issic~n m~ - also direct that 
tl~e ~a~l:ies rile cc~~~ies cif discc~~~e~•~- ~•es~c~t~se~. 

g Discc~ve~•v s-net~acls. Parties may- o~t~in disccsvcry C~v one ar ~1~o~~e c~ftl~e 'n low€i~ 
rnethc}ds: cie3ositi~n~ ~ C~iA EJY6~€I ErYG~€I~~Ikf6~6I~T~ UI~ ~'~'LTCi,~iXI bL~~.`f4IC~TI°Y. ~'~-~•iiten ia~terrc~uatc~ries; 
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~rc~cluctit~n a~~ dc~c~.rix~ents car thins or ~~ermissic»~ tc~ enter an Iac~d or• ether ~rc~ e:.t-t~~, fbr 
inspection at~d ether p~~i~3c~ses; and requests fc~r ~dm3ssion. 

{C~ I)iscc~ver~' pcc~cedt~res. LJr~Iess the Com~tlissic~n, on its c3r~-n init atitife cfr upon a trm~,l~~ 
motion btir a art r, allows at e~•w sc. alI c~iscovery 7~zust Ise done ire accordance; ~~ith the 
~ecific ~~rt>ceclures outlii~ec~ in ~Zule 2.230. 

2.215 Conduct of Hearings 
(A) Commission witnesses. ~~t~ ~-~^H~~~~~~ ~~_ Cc~rnmission may call ~ziuiesses to 

testify as to any matter mat is~u~ in any procecdi»~~. 1=:.ticept for nan-substa~~~~ive 
~raecd~~ral, SGI1(:C~l1I3Yi~ car ad~r ~,~ i~,t~ , ~~. ~i _ ~ .. ~~ as ~•equired to establish the subject 
matter and scheduling of the tes~i~l~on~ t~, he of I~er~d. tllc Commission ~l~l~~nav not 
communicate with :'~-~~vitnesses ~ ~ I ~ ~ , n l~; . c ; ~ ~. I ~ ~ ~ ~ ; i_ ~not~~~ unless it is done in 
open hearing ~~r upun notice and opportunity tor~al~ ~~ar~i~~ to participate. 

(B) Examination of ~~~i~nesses b~ tbmmi~~ion acid staff. Any n~~~u~~ ~Can~~rr~issione~t•,
and a~~~~ Commissioner ~ i , . ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ staff or a~enc, may examine witnesses who 
testify iii any proceedin~~. 

(C) Rul i n ~}s by hearing : . ~ i ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ , ~ ors. When a f~~roceecii~~„~ has been assigned to a 
hearing ~ t~ ,.tticLr the leari~i~ officer may make rulings of law on 
pro~~dur~~1 matters, oi~ the admission or exclusion of evidence, and on any other matters 
necessa~~~ iv conclude p~~oceedings Uefore the +~~~~r~.-l~e~ri~l~ cuff ic~.r. After the hearing 
~~t~~-~~~~ i i r~ ~ c has issued. and served a proposal for decision, a party may bring 

those rulings to the Commission for review by requesting, pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 
811, the opportunity to file exceptions and to present briefs and oral argument. 

2.216 Evidence .lte ote ~'r€~ceec~iz~ js a ~ . )~ac~l~zxes fir QL~'ec~i to ~`re lec~ Test~c o~~~- 
and Ex~l~~ts 

(A) ~',~£~~~~-R' ..,,'~ Evide«ce. Evidentiary matters are governed by ~k}3 V.S.A. § 810. 

{~3~ P~r~ic ~atfc~~1 c~€• testi~r~c~r~~- by video or a~i~-!ifl conference. 
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11 The Ca~nmi:,sic~z~ .~nav ~re:s.ide rer~.~c~tei~ and may-, e .ther_c~n its o~~•n initiatia•e car 
UI3Qi'1 the c„^^^.^~'~°^^~ °~R„^^„^~'~~t~e ~,ies~ of s-r-~a ~sarty. ~•equire ar allot~T 
parties witnesses counsel or other• ~~ecessary t~e~•sons to participate ~r tes~ifv i~~ a 
hea~•a~t~ az• other rc~ceec~i~i~ b~~ •idea or auciit~ ca~~#~;rc~~ce upon reasoz~abi~ ~~c~tice. 
TI1e Cc~mi~lission inav u.sc contc~n or~7~eous ~~i~leo ar a~ciio conference 
t~•ans~nission from 4~1e or mare differe~lt remote l~c~tic~ns. 

~2) ~n~'jectians to a~~ a~~c3c:r, hcarin~ nt~tice, ~t• ^' then ~zotice regt~irit~~ vid.ec~ car 
auc~ic~ partic~atiat~ or testinlon~~ should be ~' _ _ 5oc~n as pc~ssil~le. ~1nv 
~•e:spoz~se tc~ ~n c~t~~ectian sliauld also l~c;_~' I ~ sc~~i as ~t~ssible. 

~3) In a:~~y ~~~~o~.eedin~ ~o be cc~nducteci 1~ __c~vc~ car ate ' '~nferel~ce, the 
a~a~i Cc3manissic~n mar' tern;-. .,r sus ~encl tht ~~eding i#'the 

Comn~i~siati ~t~ds that the co~~ ~~~: _ ~ ~n itself or tl~e cit•c~,~ ~ races of the -~~~n~ 
ca11 c3c3 plot a1lcz~~~ the Cor~~~. , :. :l or ot'~r ~artl~s tcs :- i : .1~~ hear one a~lc~ther 

oz• that the circ~:u~~stance of ~a--r~ ~ ~~ '-~, . ~ ' ~' :~.~ ' , a~the ~c~ "moo - —
call aee otiler~vise clime ~4re ofd. ~ . _ { ^~~ ;~,, ~ rr, .~~, ~,r, ; ;~, x~-
~:,.~.n:„=, , „ ,:~ ~,~,,,z~ r 

- 
- T: -~._+ , .. +~. , r-~„F,,,,~,.~.~;,.nt ~e proceeding. - -,- _ 

(~C') Use of exhibits. Where evidene~ to be 2,r~ser~t~c1 cun~i~is of tabulations or figures so 
numerous as to make u~•al pres~n~atiun impractieat~lc_ ~t '~ >'̀ ~~~~st be presented in exhibit 
form. ~t~TN ~~,~~ c.~hibits_ . ''~~~iusi h~ ~umm~rizedan~i ~.~~~lained in testimony. 

(~I~) Procedure . - ~ r :, ~ ~~ ' _ ~ ~ittf~l~ ~:r ,_ ' i~ctin~ to~retiled testimony and e~ibits. 
( l ~) Prefile~l t~sti»i~~n~~_ ii' a~Imitted int~~ c~idence, ~~~~«t be included in the 

ti•anscri~~t. I ~ ~ ! ~ : ~ ~ ,; ~ ~ ~ ~ . i ~nsct-i ,t tc~ access each ~~-itness's 

~'; _ ...._Objections to the ~~~ln~is~ibility ofprefiledtestimony or exhibits-s#i~, incli~ciin~ 
_;l~ ections to 1 ~ ~~.;; , s. ~; ~ '__ cif eL~ert c~i~~io~~s. ~n~st be filed in writing t~ 
,~ :~~-~:~--~~ .. ai least I4 da~fs eic3t•~: 
t~~ ~ ~ ~e~~tia~ '~ ~ in~or-~, if the e~-id~tlti~t-ti~ IZearitl~ is canceled, tl~e~1 at least 
14 clad ~ b~f~rc the .-~-~=~k;^'~ ^ n'~ ~ .'~'~~^~-i~~evidentiary hea~•inr: ~~~as 
scl~►eclu~ . ~ ';;w most recent. a~provecl sch~di~le). k-~oc~~ever. if'the ~~zefiled 

testir~lc~nv ~_'! ~ ibits are filed in t11~ 21 cla~-s dir~ctly ~~rec~din~ tll~ e~idet~tial~T 
hearinCr teen c~~'e~:~ u.i~s x~~ust be ~~~f~leci in t~ritin~ ~~itl~rr~ seven c{ass o:('tl~.e 
c~~~c,ctcd-to film„?, c~~- tit the l~eara~~~, whichever is earlier. 

~3 3 if an c~~a'ect~on fo t i.e ~c~n~ ssib~l.'tt~- cif re:file~c~ tes~i~a:~txnv car e~l~a.bits is ~[ed, gill 
}~artie.s ~~a~° file a re;5~~o►~~e i~~t nc> re~li~~ i~~ s~a~c~rt c~f'the objectit~n a.re a[lo~~Gcf 
~~~itllc~ut peri~~ission of tl~e Calr~m€ssic7n. 
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Views and inspections. Upon notice to the parties, the Commission may, either +~~an 
its own ~^~~~-initiative or upon the request of a party, view or inspect any property 
,,that is the subject of or is related to the subject of any proceeding. A view or 
inspection may be made before, durings or after the hearing. 

I~ ) C:losi~~~ of the record. Uniess the Cgtn~nissic~n, ot~ its at~•~~ initiative ~r Ltpon a tit~lely 
~-nc}tion by a ac~t~~, determines oihez-~~tse (for znsta~~ce, i31 a schec3ulin~ order), t[ie 
evidentiary reec~t-d fay a case is closed after• aI[ of the ~ ~ ice to be considered in 
deci~in~ a case has been entered i~1to evidence: 

_ 

• at an evidci~tiary llearir~~, cat• 
p i~~ a prc~pczsal :for decision. (if Ehere is nc~ :.. ~ ~,~ ~ ~ i ~ `aea.~°in J or 
• in a final order {rf there is na evide~ _ I~eari~~~; ti ~ i : : =~osaf for r~~ciszan). 

2.217 Objections Daring E~ridentiary ~~a::~: ~:~:, 
L)urin~ a~~ e~~rdentiary h~~~t~in~, all abtec,~:~ n ~~~ ~t be r~isec3 i~l~ne ~ _` i ~ czr their are 

~~-aived. 11 a are ~ .leas .~~o o c?z-tunaty t~ c~b~t to .~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .r~ at tl.~e t.i.~~n~ ~ ~ . na.ade, tJ.~e 
absence cif an c~t~jecti~n does nit to _ i + lic;s tl~c ~arty. ~ , ; ~~cti€~ns tot .~ s~~ e ai  ~c ir~t are
tnlnecessary, and the later ~ i ~ ~ ; , inn o~• excli! ~ F evidence of r1ce ~~at~~re sha11 be 
~.ieet~aed to be sub'ec:i tc~ tl~e s~.t~e c~l~'eE ~; : ~ ~ ~ ' _~zaatly t ~ , ~_~. 

2.218 Sub  poenas 

a r~'- 

', ` ' I ~ i ~ ~ ; ~ , ~ ~~ : ~. ~ ~ ~. ,,~~rtenas shalt nc~t be used an e~r~Y~ers af~ 
i , .: ~ ~. I i _~ ~.v,. , , , I ~~_ ~ ~~:~ ;,d dt~ nc~t submit testima~~~• car t~ff~r c~tl~er ___ _ — _ _. 

~~ _ ice, ui.~less ~.I ~ . ~ ~ ruse tc~ ~~a.~ave that z~ nc~n-t~.5tif' ~i.a.~~ ersczn has critical 
ix~ ~~:. ~ ~~tiozl that ca~~ , . , :. , ~, ~,. be c~~taine;d. xr~ a~~~ c~tl~er ~,r~~~~. 

F'arrr~ ~~ : ~ ~~ar►ce. L=c- , ,ub ae~a 
(l sty ~'. ~.~ ti#te ofth~ ;:'~,.,.,,,,~,~ ~'„'~nactic~n, tlz~, case nt.~ml~ez•, ar►~ the Vcrmoni 

I'ubli~ ' i;7r•; C , , ~, iissio7~: and 

x;21 cc3n~~r~~z~d e. ~_ !? ~}~rsar~ tc~ c~•l}o~r~ it is directed tc~ ~ttencl a~~~ give test~~~~onv or tc} 
produce and permit i~~s~~ec~ic~n. ct~ ~it ,~. t~ est:i~1~,._a~- s~~r~ link of designated nolcs, 
ciocume.~.~ts, electrozii.eafly stared in~'c~r atic~~i, c>r tan rible tl~_i.~.~~;~ in fhe ossesszc~n. 
cu ~tt~cl~~. car cc~ntzc~I of t'~~~-~-~~~~~,, „ ,7 ~ re„~...,,,.~„n1 n~..~ii ~ ~~~n 
,_,~ --~';F~,_,t11at ~erst~n. c~~• tc~ ~~rr~~it ins~~ectio~l o~ren~ises. at a tir~1~; aid ~lacc. ~--" _---
~~~erei~i speci:fiec~; aa~c~ 
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~3} se;t fc~ri:ll the iex.t o('sul~s~ctio~~s (F) anc~ {(s~ c~f:'th~s rule;, 

(C;} ~'c~~nbrned sl~bpoei~as alloti~T~c . _'~ eomm~nd to ~rc~duee evidence car to pe~•~nit ins ecp tic~n, 
cc~~,~g te~ti~ or sam~~i~ r~~av die joirncd ~ti~rith a co~~i~marzd tc~ a ~~ar ai a hearir~~ car at 
a de o~itio~l. c~~• Ana ~ tie rsst~ed se. a~•atei~-. ~ sut~ c~cna tna - s eci~~ t11e farm ~7• font s i~1 
~~~l~ic.h electronically stc~retf infc~i°in~tic~n is to Lie proc~uce~. 

(D) Issuai~c~ ~~- ~ ~arh~ or ~ttarnc~'. The clerk shall issue. I r~aen~, si~n~c ht~t otherwise in 
(Manic, to a party ret~uestin~ it. l~l~o shill complete ~'. ~ : ~ ~~:.: se~~vice. An~_attorne~' in~~~ 
also issr:fe; and si+,~n a su~i c~ena. 

("~ } Ser~-ice on p~~°ties. ~1 co~,~~ of every subpn ~ g=ust Fie sty - :. ~ r nl~ all parties to t1~e case 
before -car at tine sazx~c time; that it is ". ' ~~,n the: ~ersc~r~ '~a~r~ i.t is directed. 

~E~~ Service oi~ witness. <~i srab~ae~la may ha ~ 1 b~anv person `~~i~~ ~ !~~ot a ~~artv ~t~d is at 
I~;ast 1 ~ t~e;ars e~f arie. ~~.i~ject to the; li~~~irt.~ ~ , ; ~r 1h~. ~ ~v~ice of Su~~ ~ ~; ~ listed in 
subsection (A~. Service of  ,~ ` , nc~ena ~. ~ ~ ~ ._ ~_ ~ i i be made b~• d~_1 ~ ~in~,~ ~ cep 
that person ~ ~~~, if tl~e ~erso~ ~ 1; ' , ; , ~_ , ,_ : , ~ ~ . _ ~ r ecd. by tei~derin{,~ to that ~erso~l 
~~ith tl~~. su~t~csena the Fees l:or ~~_ ~, ~ ~, I , • ! ~,1 ~~c znilea~e a l~l~e:d b~' Ia~~. ~ 
subpoena may be serval at an` ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ; , ,_ ,. ~ ~ . ~=n neeessar~~, goof o service 
shall be made ht r~i~ ::_ ~ ePU~ ~: ~.~~ .~_:. ~~~ ~ ,~i2ner of serti~ice and oft~~ 
naEnes cif tl~e ~ ~ . , ~rt ~~~~ ' :. , i ~ I , ~ , ~: ; . ~ the s~xvzce. 

( G} ~'~•otectic~~n of ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -~- ~ ̀, r o spa b~3~~ ~=';__ 
~]~ A ~,:~rt~ .~ ~, - -,r~nn~ . ~~, ~ the; rssuance an~i s~.r~~ic~; of a sul~~c~er~a shall 

~ ~ , ~: ~ I_~ ~ ,~~ ~ ~ ~ ~; ~ ~.tndue ~u~-clen car ex}~ense can a ~c~€•so~~ 
sL~l~ ~ __ ~ ~i .i ~~. . r ~ ~ ~. ('~,mmi;~ion n~a~' enfoi~c~ f1~is c1Ltt~' anc~ rz~lpc~se on 
tie ~~~.it~, ~ ~ , ~ ~: ~ I. ~ d c~; . ~ c.~lut~ an a~ro~riate sanction, c~•l~ic~ Wray 
4~Zc1t~cle Ios~ 1 ~ ~; i ,~:_ , , ~-~;asc~nabie attc~rn~l''s fee. 

~2_~. , ,~ ~rso~~ cc>mnf 'u ~c~ prc3~uce and per~t~it ~ns~ectic~n. cc~~~'ia~~, tcstin~. or 
;,ui~ ~, i i~s_ cif~r~i ~~~; ed ~Icctrc~nically stored i-~fc~~-~nati€~n, ~ac~Ics, ~sapers, 
doc,~.; :~ ~,~c ~,~ ~ ~ _ gale thin<,~~s. car ii~spectiatl of ~~reinises need n€~t aka ~a~~ in 7ef rsc~~~ 
at t1xe, ~i ~ . ;i~ictiof~ o~• ins~3ectictn unless c-o~~~~r~az~ded ic} a}~~~e:ar fc3r 
tlepc~sitrar~ arit~~" 

~l ~~ ~~ersc~~~t cc~mt~~anded to n~•eci~ce anci ne ~~rt inst~ectic~€~, cc~~~~.i~~~, fiesti~~~. or 
sain (into Ina -. ~~.Jithrrt 1 ~ da~~s after• se~-vicc cif the sub t~e~~a c~~~ iefc~re the ti~~ne 
st~ecif ied for co~x~pl.iar~ce i 's~~cla t.i_~ne i.s .less than 1.4 c~4~t~s alter ser~~.ice, se~~~-e c~t~ 
the axt~;' car attorney clesi~nate,d in tl~e ~x~l~~~i~ena ~vritte~~ c~ ~ectzc3n tc? }~rod:~~e;in~ 
at~~~ o~~ ali cif the tlesi~tlate materials ar i~~s ectic~r-€ cif the re~r~iscs or tip 3rc~dttein{~ 
elec.trt~r~ic~l.l~' bLOt~C~I II1.~f}T"111.~4~.1.O11 tI1 ~~1~ t)TtYI {}1" ~~Tl~1S 1'~O~.t~S1~£~. .~:~t3I71~C~:lt~i"~ 1S 
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made. t ie }~art~~ se~•vin€~ the su~~c~et~a Khali nit be e:nt.itled tc~ t~~e, zer~uested 
pi•oductian or to inspect, co~„v. test, or s~mplc the r~iate~•aa.ls or itlspcct the 
premises except pursuant to an order of t13e C;om~nissic~n. If o iectiol~ has 1~ee~~ 
made, the az~tV serving tt~e subpoena inay', u~c3n notice tc~ t}~e  ~erson conlmandeci 
to produce, r~~ove at an~~ dine far an ordc~ to cc~m~el f[Tr: ~Sraduction, rt~sp~ctic~rt-~. 
~ayin~. testing. or sa ~~lin~. Such an ordzr tc~ compel s1~a11 ; ~~otect anv person 
E~••h~ rs ~~ot a ae~t~ car a~~ of(~icer of'a ~art~~ I~to►n si~ni#icaltt ex.pe~~se re~ultin~ f~ct~r~ 
the il~s~ectit~n, co}~y'ii~e, testing, or sam~lin~ c~ , , .~r~d~cl. 

~) tin ti~-ncly motion, or c~t~ t}~e Cc~~r~miss~~1~' irtttiatiti~e. the Commission n~a~° 
~i~ash i~~~ nlodifv tl~e s~~~t~oena Ef it: 
~a) fails to allow reasonable tim . . ,r „~mpiia.~. 

b re wires a ~~esi. .ent cif tl . .,~.:., i~ tc3 travel to atien~' ' ~ 3c~siti.o~~ a.~c3re than. 
j0 miles one w~v ~~1~Ics:~ ~ , v~~E~nission ot)Zcr~~,~i:, _~~ '~°Ns. or rec~uirc,s a 
nonresident €~fthis Mate to i ~ _::~ ~* ~_~~_ ~ de~~c~siti~~ ~s_I~la~:e more 
tha~~. 5f) ~ni1.e`. ~ x~ tl~e pls~ce ~. ~ ,mess a~7.other c~ . ~niea~t Mace .is 
fixed l~v ardc:~r ~ ~~ ~`~i~1~r~issi ~: 

(c re iaires i~isclosu i ~ ~ ~ ~'' ~: ~-1 ~ ~ ~ , : _>tectec( matter and i~o 

~.{~ ~,' . ' `'C)ll lO l'I1 _ i ~ itf1. 

X53 To pry .~;~. ~ f-:~.~~ 
I ' `I, 

~l~~cr4. ~ ~ ~~ 
su~~oer~t~ , 1~.~ 
~~rcter ~~~ear..~ ~<, 

cie~, 

~ :; ~_ . ~ted l~l~ the su~~oena, t1c; Corr~inissian ~r~av 
~ ~ . ~ , '~ ~~ ~rtv o~~ ~vh~se bel~alf'tl~e pub oen43 is 

i' i ~ „ :: i ~ , ~ ~ ~ wS1117)C311V OY" Y1.1i1f:~TTe~ ~~l~l~ Cc`tt1[1C7~ 

i ~ , ~. ~uacl4a.. . ~ r l.;l~i~ a1~d ensE~:re~ that the ~~ ~-sa~~ tc~ ti~°born the 
~. ~ l lie reasu,rat~l ~ coan ens~teci. the Co~nm~ssloa~ i~aav 

~; ~ ic~a~ ~i~lv ~.znder specified cc~r~ditic3ns. iF~ sub o e~~a:
sur~ i a tr~.de secret o~• of ~c cc~nfide~ltial research. 

~.. car cc:~~7x~nercial infc~rmataoa~. 

tb) ~ ~'~ - losur~, of are unretai~led ea~crt's opin c~~z c~~• informatro~~ i~ut 
cis ~: ' i _ ~~sec;i~c eve~~ts c~~• occurre~~c~s i~~ c~.is gate ~3nci ~~escil.ti~i.tj :ftc~.~~~ the 
e~ ~.;~`;~ stuci~.f made nc~t at the request of'an~- ~art~~; ar 

(c ze wires a ersc~n w.P~o is a~ot t~ ~a.~.~t ~ car ail t~~f ic:e.€~ o~ a ~~rtv tc~ ir~cu.~• 
sty stat~tia( ex~se;ns~, tc3 tt•a~•el ►x~c~re t11an 5(3 miles cane ~~~a~- tc~ attend a 
1~earin~r. 

~I I) D1f1;T~S ].1.1 l'~:;'s]}Oil(~lll~ 10 SLI~:)~t)~211. 
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~l~ .~ ~~erson ~•espe~izdin~ to a ;~~:~b~~oena ta~duce docu~r~ca.~t~ shall rc~ducr; t11et-~ as 
thcv are ]ce tin t11e usual course of business c~~- s1~aI1 organize and label then to 
carrespand 4vitll the cate~c~~~ies rn tl~e c~eir~and. 

(2) If a sub or:tla does not s~ecifi- tl~e forrr~ ar fc~i~~-►s f'c~r pcc~du.cin~ e~ectronicall~~ 
stored infer atiQtl, a person respond no to a subpoena tnust~prc~c~uce the 
i~~~fc~r ~ati~n in a :f~or.~n car forms in ~vhact~ the ~sn~-~ ordinariiv maintains it or in a 
forl~n ter forn~s that are reasoi~ably usable:. 

(3~ A ~ersc~n responc~i~~~ to a su~ipc~erza need ~ ~ , ~ . _~'uce: the saa~ie electrc~nically 
stored. informatraY~ in more than one fay ~: ~:. 

~4~ .4 ~~c;rsc~n tesporzcling to a s~:~t~~~o~, ~ ;~I nc~t pro~id~ - ~, ~~ery o~'clectronicall~~ 
sta~•ed inf~r~natic~n fec~m sc~urc :~_ ~ ~, the pa~~- idc~~trf~ got reas~tiably 
accessible because cif €~~Zt~~~~ buy•.:; , ~,r• cost. O~~ ~~￼￼~ti~~„ ~~ ;. ~ ~n~l disco~.~ery car 
for a ~rc7tecli~°e order. the ~ersc~n ~ ~ : ~~ ' 'ht~m ~, ~ ~., .;;r~~is s.,~ ~nu~t sl~or~= that 
the information sat~~1 ~ i~ not rca~ ~:: I,, . _ i l~[e k~ccaa~se of yin ~ e l~~zrden or 
cast. If that show°it~< , . ~~,.~ I ~:_ ~ ;l ~. ~ ~ : :1 rnaY ~~o~~etlieless order t(isco~rery 
fi~orn such sc~urt-~s if tY,.~ ; ~. ~ ~ ; G,. , ~ ~ , ' ~ ~ ~~, . , :rood cause. T11e Ccsz-nmissian 
ina~- secifi~ co~lcl.itic~ns ~~,~ , i ,_ ,~~ _,.. -- __ 

(5} V}'hen ~ ~ ~~ ~, ~ . ~ ~~ jest r~ ~ ' ; ,~ a claim. that it is ~ ~_ ! ~ ~-
P(VI ~'. i i I •' i._ ' ~ ~31 C f ' i_ i:~ ." v$Y'1t3~, 1~ ~ ib-z.~1071 111c'~~Ct'IaiS, the claim small 

be maal ~~r T , ~ a shell b~--_ ~~3rt~d by a desc~•~ Lion of the ~7atL~i•e tit the 
cloc~r~~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ,~ inns. ~ • I , :: ~ nc~t ~~zod~~ced that ~s sufficie7~t tc~ e~~al~le 

~ ' [:f infE~r~~. ~ ~ , . ': ~ i ~ ~ . , ~ ~ , '. ~ tc-'s~, ~ ,e to a subpoena that is ~~~b ect tc~ a claim cif' 
pri~~ile;~~e c~~ . ~ ~ , -: ~ _~: , is hearin~pr~~saration tn~tc:rials, the,~ersc~~7 ~nal<i~1~ the. 
fl„ I:~i~~~ may' nG~~ .~ ~: . ~~a~i~ 'gat ~•eceivec the i~ifoti~~atic~l~ oftl~e claim and the 
>i,a~'n fc~r it. .~fi, ; i ,~.~~t~ nttEiiieci, a ~~arly ~~~ust }~~-c~~-~ptl~' ~•etu~-~1, segt~e;ster, ter 
de,s t~~e s~-+~c . ~ infat•~~nation ai~c~ anv eoies it has a~~cl. m~~- ~~c~t use: or 
disc ~ . I e i~ ~ ~ ~ ; lion until tl~~ clairr~ is ~~est~Iv~ed. A r~c~i~~ i~_~art~~ m~v 
~z~ o~x~~? ~ . ~ ~ lie i~~Fc~rn~atic~n to tl~~ Cc~mmis~rc~~~ u~~d~;r seal c#t• a 

detex~~~i~~:~~ ~~ ': ~lZe clai~~-~. I the rec~i~•in~~part~~ disclosed the i~~fc~~•~~natiori ~efc~~~e 
~e►.~.~~ nc~t.ifiec~, .it ~~st t~k.e ~•easc3nL~ble sty s to reit-ie~1e it. ".I`he e~~sc~ta. F~~hc~ 
prc~c~uc~:d the i~ifc~~•~-natic~n n~~t~t ~~•~serve the i~l~~o1•~~~atic>n until t}~e claim is 
resc~h~ecl. 

(I) Cc~~~tern~~t. I~ail~€ie l~v env e,rsc~n ~t~iti~c~ut c~d~quat~; e~c:usc: tc~ ober~ a s~~t~}~oena sere~ed o~~ 
~l~at ~ci•so~~ r~~av ~e c~cemed cc~ntei~ ~. Acicquate excuse fizz• tai [t2re tc~ c~b~.d- c;x~sts G~~ 11c;n a 
s~~b oen~~ 7~~r c~~~ts tc~ zec ui.~~e ~ n~~n a~~tv to a~tenc~ car ~•c~cluce at a dace nc~t ~t~itl~in t ie 
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l~zrtits~~'oerid~;c~ iu tihis yule. The re~~~isie~~zs o:f I2 Q.S.A. 'v 1X23-1.624 seal] a~ply to 
failure b ~ a~~ ~ erso~~ urithaut ade uatc eAcuse to obcv a sut~ o~na served on that erson. 

2.219 Summary Judgment 
,• 

~' 

f,4} IVlotion fc~r swnn~ary 'i~d~,~r~ient car ~3artial summary ji~~_~ ~ ~ , _ tit. ~ part~matiJ move for 
suinmar~' ~juc~~~ne~~t, ide~l~ifvi~1~ each claim or def~~ , r the part of each ctaim o~• 
defense—can s~rhrcl~ su ~nar~,~jud~me~~t is sau~I~t ~ 'nmmiss~oa~ z~►~~- ~rai~t ~ummar~• 
j~.~c~~~nent if t}~c ~nc~vant s.haws that there xs nc~ ,~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~►te as to any material fact a~1~ 
tl~e mav~:~~t is entitled to juc~~me~~t as a mats, ~ i~ ra~~~. I1, ~ ~~n~issic~n should state an 
the .iecorci tl~e reasons fc~r ~rat~tin~ car d{ ~ ._, ~ ~ ~ ~:,~ i~ae rn~tion. 

I3l `Lime to file and ~t~aose a motion. r1 t~r~~ ~. ~ , _,.,• file a matioi~ fc~r :.: n ~~:?.iv iud~ment a.t 
iill~" ~Ill1~ L2~llII 3O C~~l}'s after the c-ic~~e. of all ~.~~r • ~ ~~~ ess a cii ':e;~: erne is sct t~~~ 
st't~sla.lation or Co ~~nission n! _ ~ TI1e ~d~~er;~, ~ ~ ~ ~v #ile ~ anen~ar~.~ _ ,in i~~ 
c c~srt~an a.ncl ~a. stateme~~t t,i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ facts a; ~~.! ,_ y !:~ ~ its or decla~•ations, if any, up tc~ 
~~J da~~s after t~~e se.r~~rce c~f'th~ . . ~ ~ ~ ? I ~ ~ ~ ' :.~ ~r,av~7.l~part~~fi[c: a re;r~i~° 
~n~rnarand~,irri ~~~ thin 14 da~~s aii ~ r ,. ~ ~.. i,~ , i i i ~~. The ~'ommiss can ~nav also 
a1oti~r a sL~rre~ly ~ ~ ~; ,:•~~~~dtafn. 

_ _ _- _ _ 

~C) Pr~cedut~es. 
t l Suppu~ i ~_~ ~~_ ~ ~ I i _ . itir,n4 -- --': iv ass~ttin~tl~at a. fact cannot lie czr is 

~GY1Llttle~", . ~ . ~ ; ~ I I il! i , i ~ ~C : 'SS~1'tIUTI~}}': 

j ! ~ , , ~ r: ~ ~ ~ ~ i s ~ ; ~.elne~lt of undisputed material facts or 
~~ ~ ._ ., . ~ ~ ~ ~ i , ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~f c~is~ute~ facts, consisting of nunib~recf 

,~ I I ~ , ',~, ~ ~, . , ,~ _ ific .-: ~ic3ns tc~ particular ants cs(~ tnateri.als. inclu~in~ 
t~cn~ ~: ..i ~ ~ rents clectronicalC~' Stf3t'tC~ IY1ft71711~t10Y2 of#td.avits or 
decldrti ~. ~ ~. ;~i ~_ i~~ns Eincluti n<,~~ those m~ide tc~r purposes cif the t~~otion 
onl~~?, a:' ~. ,:Yic~ns, ;~;terr~a~at~t-v an~vs,-e.r:~, oa• e~the~~ ~a₹err~~s: car 

~L ~_ ' ; ! ,~~~~in_ ~', ~:_ i the f3~atei•ials cited do not establish tl~e ~f~se~~ee ar ~rese~~ce 
~., , ~ ~ ~" ~~: cis ute. c~~• that an ad~~~;rse ~artY' canr~c~t }~€•educe ac~~nissible 
e~,,.~. ,. ;: tc~ su~.~«rt the ~`~c~. 

~2) t~l~iectic~t~ :hat a fact r`s not su~ort~:d l~~' ac missit~ ~ e~•idence. ~4 ~~art~~ ta~ar~ c~b~ect 
that the 131~terial cited tc~ sL~ cart or dis ute a fact ca~~~lc~t be resented. in a for~~~ 
that ~~~c~►.~ld be acl~nissib(e in e~-i.dence. 

{~~ ~•1at~rials ~z~t cited.. The Cori~tnrssion need consider ot~C~r tie (natc;rials cited iii tl~e 
rec iii.ret~ st~itenier~ts c7f f~~ct. but .it xna ~ c;c>nsic e~• of per r~~ate.~•i~.l.s .i.~~ tote ~~ec:c}rc{. 
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( ) Affidavits and declarations. r~l~ affidavit ar declaration used ca sub ar~_gt c~ ~~c~s~. 
a ~notic~n r~l~~st b~ made on personal knoti~~ ledge, set out facts that ~~~ol~ d 'be 
ad~~Issiblr; in e~~i~{e7.lce and shc~u~ that t}~e affia~~t car declarant as cazn~et;ent ~:c~ 
tc;strf~= oi~ tl~e maters stated. 

~D) ~'~jhei~ facts azu unavailable tc~ the ~Zo~~~1~c3~~ant. I(~a nonmc~vant s~o~~~s Div of ca~it or 
cle;claratic~n 'that. fc~r specified. teasor~s, it eanno~ ~ reser ~ , ; ~;s essential to ~u~ stifv its 
op~c~sitic~i~t, the Cam~nrssion ~na~~: 
(1) defer coz~s~derini7 tl~e motion car der v it: 

(23 ~11oa~v tine tea abt~~i~~ af~c~a~-its car df. ,, ~£4i~~~s or ~~ , t: ~;~ discave~•v; car 

(3) iss~ie any ether a~ropriate orci : ~ . 

(E) ~`~i1a~1~, tc~ ~rc~ erly su~~~ort ter ac~ciress a :tai ~. ~ ' ~ ~ ~rls to ~zo~ ~ ,T1a  port az~ 
~ssertior~ of fact or fails to ~ ~ r'v_ address ~r.,' - -, ~ ~~j's assertion o~ _~ ~ as rec~t~ired 
by ~11is ~•~ile, t 7e Ct~mnlissiof >>.; , 
(1.} ~ir~e an o~c~rt~:€~~it~° t~ ~ ,; ~,,~ , ~.~,~~, , , ' , s the fact; 

(2} consider ri _ ' _!" unciis~ ~ i - " ! ' `-- ~ ~ I t ! ~ ; ~ _ ' n, 

(~} ;~ra~~: < ~ . ~. ~: ~: ~ .~ ._~ :en# fifth, ~' ~;~ ,~t1d s~~~~ ti7~~: r~late~-ials {inch~clit~~t e 
facts. c~ ~ ~ ~. f ~.1 { ~rutec ~'. , :gat tl~~ rno~,-a~~t is entitled. to it; or 

_ _ 
.~ ~ < <I , ~. !' Iii ..;- ~ ' f. 

{F;~ ' ~ ' rr~aen~ i~~de~,., ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ' ~~~ n~: ~ ~ar-i~1~ notice a~~d a reas~x~a~1e trine; tc3 

~— _ ~~:~:~~t s~a~nma~ . ~ 1 _ ~ ~ : ~_ ~ ~ ,~ ~~a~~~~~ovai~t: 

2 ~~.~ ~._ ' ~e n~c~t ~} ~~~ ;}ro~~t~ds nog t~aisecl by ~ party. car 

(:~) cc~nsicf~.. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ., . ~ , ~d, ~ent c~~~ its c~~~•~1 aft~x• i~lentiivi~~~r tl~~, parties rr~~te:i•ial 
f~c~s that ~~ .;_ ~~~;r Ise ~er~uinely~ in disp~ite. 

{~~} Fc`3IJ121~T LC) ~l'c~E1~ 2~~I 1:~1~. I'~t~lt~Sl~;f~ C~~I~{'. IFtI~% Cc}r~1~~tiissi~n does nat ~Lant a I tl~e relief 
t•equestcd l-~v the ~nt~tiorl. it ~tza~~ enter air order stating anr- r~~atet•ial fact that is ~~ot 
f~enuine v in ci.~s ~ut~ s~a~c~ t~•eatin T t fie fact ~~s estal~li~ eci ia.~ the case. 

(~-I} Affcl~vit car d~.elatatio~l sL~l~mi~ted r~Z I~ad faith. Ifsati5fied that ~t~ aff~da~it car cieclat-atior~ 
ur►ciex~ this z-ule ►s submitted in ba~i faith car sutel~- fog° c~elav, the Ct~t~~missi~~n—after notice 
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anc3 a reas~~nak~le t1rr,e to res~c~nc~—mad' ozdr;r the s~il~n~ittin~ arty a}~ the c~tE~er part~~ 
the reasonable e~ e~ises it incu~-~-ed a.s ~ result. ~n offendirti ar~~ or attoiz~e T Ana ~ also 
Ise held in coi~te~n t car subjected to other a~,prc~~riate sanctions. 

2.220 t~'~~thr~-al of Pe~~tic~ns 

(~1~ VaI~~~ltat•~~ withd~•ati~~al. ~"~ petitioner ma~~ voluntar' ,craw a ~etitio~, application, or 
registration ~~-it1~oG~t order o€'tire Cc~m zission 1~~.- : ~ ? ~c~tice of.'dis.tn3ssal in an~J case ira 
~~~hicf~ ~zc~ adverse parh~ has ti(eci substantive c. ~ : ~ ~!= _ 's,~onse tc~ the~petitic~n. A lzet-
meterin~ re<~~ist~~ation ti~~ill be de~m~d valuri l~ ~, ., uithdr~~ the te~istra~7t fails to 
res rind to a►~ r~bjectiolt raised b~' tl~e inr. ~ ectin~ uti_lit~. 

f I3) !~'3tI1£I:t'~u`c~~ }Jy' stipulation. A pctitinn, . , racatio~~, ar red=i~,rat~~ ~, ~, ~T be dismissed by 
~ili~~~, a stipulation of t is~nissal signed b~ ~__~, ~arties ~ ~_:., I :,: eve alp _' ~~~ the action. 

C pit 7d~:~~~~•al bv~ orcie.t° al.'t e _ ', ~ ~ ;pis; ~ ~ ~ ~ ! , . ._ ~,,~~ictec~ in ~ara~u ' ~ > (~ ) a.~.~d (~3) 
cxf'thrs s~:~bsec~~o~~, an actic3n ., ~~ ~ ;~ ! ~ l i ;.~ ~ ~ ~e~7t ~~' order cif tl~e Comn~rssion 
~~~d. ~z~ sti:c1~ terms a:~~d conditi~ ~ _ ~. ; ~ ~ ~ ~, i : ~ ~ ~ _ erns proper. 

((.}) ~~'atl~c~ut ~~rejuclice. ~'nless c~ihez°~. -, ~ ,~ ~, ~, . f _, ~ ~ , nc~f.ice cif cizs~nis~a , a 
sti~ulatic~z~. ar . ~ ~~ ,~ ~ . , ~n ardc .; , i~,~ ~ ~ •, I ~ ; ~~ ~ i - ~ ~ ~, is L~-ithc~ut ze~~tci(ce. 

2.221 'I:c~tir s to .4 ~E ~~ ,~~ s ~,~,: ~' ;~~~ Ordef~~ Relief from Order, a €t Harmless .Error 
~~~~~~d-a~wx ,,--~'[~ l ~. ,. ~ ~ ; ~ i . ~ -~1 T'~ p ;,i.~, lfi (A ~~1 e.,,f' Ty'.. T~ ~el.e ruii~i vz' 

T  Gzc~unds. € ~ ~~: ~ i ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ : c. ~~ mc~ticr~l ~~•ant a n~4z- hearing car alter o~• a~ne:~~d 
~n order o~~ ~ : ' , ~ ~ , ~ ~ issues for ana-~ of the rea.son~ fc~r ~~~hic:h neti~~ 1~earii~<,is 
1 _~.~-e been fr~~~. ~ ~ ct~~ . •t la~~~ c~~~ in 5u1ts ~~ ~c~uat~' in tlae courts cif t1i~5 state. 

~, . ~~atic~n f'ar .~ ~ ~~aJ hea~•ing car to alter c~c amend ar7 c~~~d~►-. the C€~zl~~~ni4sic~n ra~a~~ 
I _~3rocee ~ ~ and rectznsicier a fine( order rf Qi-~e leas bee~~ entered. take 

adc~~ti~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ; ; ,, „ amen€ ~nc~i~~~s of f4rct a~7~i cc~nc.i~~sic~~~s cif la~~r. car zxa;eke ne~~~ 
fi~zdia~~s < <~, ~ ~~ usic~ns, ac~cl ~-n~ ct tl~e entx•~~ c~i'a ne~~- i2,rd~naent. 

2. .1`inle fc~r mc~tic~n. r~ i~otic~r~ fc~r a ne~~~ hearznU c~z~ to alter ter aznenc~ a~~ o~•der sl~a [. 
be filet] nat Iatez• th~t~ 2~ cla~~s after the order i;~ i~s~:~ed. 

t3) ~ 1t71~ :~{)l' 4~1'~'i.11~ ~I~~C~dvzts c3x~ decarati.oi~s. V4rhen a .~~~c~t.ioa.~ i:o.~• i~e~v .I.~e~~~-i~~~ or tc~ 
alter car aine~ld a~~ order AS based c~a~ affida~fits or decla~•atao~~s tl~ev shall lie filed 
ti~~it tl~e motion. ,~~~~ c~ ~ osin~ ~art~}- has I4 c~av~s aftet~ se~•vice cif the t~~c~tio~~ 



Effective: 9/15/2018 Vermont Rule 2. 

1'rc~ c~seci ~.)ra:(i Qt' ~'2~/2022 Public Utility Commission Page 40 

~vri i~z L~J~t~ch to Iilc ot~t~~s~~~~ af -fi~da~~its or declarations. Tl~e Co n~issio~~ ~r~a~~ 
permit re~ly atfid.avits atld d.eclar~tions. 

(~} t3r~ ixtitzati~~e of #axe C:.c~mmissio~i. Nc~t_later than 2~ day-s afte~~ an c~rcer, the 
Com~nissit~n ma~T on its a~~°n ii i#iatit~~e order a t~e~.~ heari~~ car alter or art~end a~z 
ordet~ fo~~ anv reasoi3 fc~r 4v icl~€ it tni{~~ht 1ave nia~~tted a ne~v l~earin~ car alterecJ o~• 
an~enc~cd a~z o~•der can motion o~ a ~art~j. ,~Fter sir-iz~~ the a.t~ties Notice anc~ ~.~~ 
opportunity to b~. liea.rc ern the matter. the C.am ~ , . °a~~ nia rant a rY~otion, if 
ti~nely sera°ed, for a ne~~ hearint,~ or to alter r ~_iic( a~1 o~~der. for a reason. not 
stated zn #'he zonation. Tn either case. the t~ .~ ~ rr~ ion shall ~ecifv in the order the 
~rol~nds fc~r orclerin~ a neu7 hearing ar ~ ~'-' ~ ~~endin~an order. 

~B) Relief fire c~zder. 
(1) {~" erical mistakes. ~`lerical rr~i ~, ~ ~ . .. iti jud~lnents. c~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ . > " other parts of the 

record, a~~ errors arisi~~~ t~~c~~n ~, ~ ~ -1 ~t or olntsc_i , , ~ : i-nay ~ ~. ~ ~~•r~cted by fhe 
~:011117I1SSI4~~"1 fL~ a]1L" 11T71t: C}ll ICS {}1~. i ~ ~ . ' ~ 4 ,,` x €~i~ 1110~1iJi' : l "?'tV ~~~'4;V dTtt~ 

after such 1~otice. if  ~ . ~ ~s the ~` ~, ~ ~ ~ _ . ; 'stirs. L}urin~. t(1~ ~,". ~ enc 
a~~e€~I, such mistake; ~ ~ , _ ~ _ ~: . ~ ~ o~•~ the a~peai is docketed in the 
Su~e~ e C~u~-t, a~~td tl-a. ~ 1 ~ ! ~`. . • I , ~~ .,.:: ~ ~. ~e;ndin~ may be so corrected 
ti~•ith Icave 4f the Su~rer~ ~ : _ ~ ~ . 

(2) 1rlist~~ ~ ~ . ~ ;: ~ , ;. ~ . ~ ~< exc:. ;:. 1 ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ,~v:~r~e€•ed er~ Edence.. f'r~ucl, etc. 
On r,~<< ~ ~. ~ ~ ~. ~~ ~ , n . . ch ~errns ~~~ ~ 1 ~ ~.t. she €.,~3~,~~~r~ission r~taY relie~~e ~ ~art~~ car a --
~~'s ~. _ I ~ ~ ~ _.. ~ :tir e t~~`-'— -~,~l ~~ci~nel~t. c~~•d~r. car proceedin~,lfar the 
fc~lln~~v ~ , ~ ~ , ~' t~~k~= i >> ~ ~, ~ ~•t~ence, surprise, car e;xc~.esal~le n~~lect, (ir} 
~~~ ~ l i ~ ~_; . . I , , ~~ ~~~_~ ~I~.~ i :- ~ ~.: :~lili~ence could r~«t I~ai~e teen d`tscc~verect 
in ~ii~l. ~ ~~ ; ~, ~,._ ~ ~. . . ~ ~ ~; ~: ~ ~,_~ _ i subsection (r11 c~fthis rt~l~; {iiil fi•~u : 
It1TSi'G ~`  i :. i I . ~ , I . ~I ~1 ' ~ 1SCU~ ' ~;Cf L3'~t`~[1c1C~Vf:PS~:` ~7itt~~`; ~C'V} t~"l~ ~LIC~£'t11f',11~ ?S 

void, fv, tl~, ~ ,. ~ ~.~ bec:r~ satisfied. released. c~c di:~char~~:d. car a previous 
~d~~nei~t on << : . i. : ~ ~ l : ~i leas been re~-et•sed c_~i° tjthe~-~vise vaca.tet~, or i~ is na 

_~, r ec~u~tahl~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. the auu4tT3f:l1~: .~sI?(?CIIC~ ~1c1VC'. 7t'OS~)t;CIIL"~ ~!l~3~7~ICilt[C7t1; ~r €~•i) 
u,~ !?fir rea~;n~~ ~ ! .rifvii~~ re i~;f from tl~e operation of tl~e jt~cl~i~lent. The rY~c~tio~~ 
shall L,~ ~ i'ec~ . i ~ I . ~ ~ a reasoi~ala e time, and for reastyi~s (i}. f ii), and (iii} nc~t mc~~•e 
than c~n~. • ~ . ~ ~ - :~ ~iz~; j~~d~~1~er~t c~tder. car ~•oceedi ~ ~~~as er~tc,recl ar tak.c~~. ,~ 
7ticstiot~ ~ii~ ~ ~. ~ i~ subsec~ic~n does nit ai'te:ct the fina[ih- cif ~ ,~u ~rrte~lt car su.s~~sel~d 
its c~~eratic~~~. "{ his ~~~.~fe c~c~es nc>t lirrtit t }e ~c~wer cif the ~c~~n .issic~~i tc3 entertain 
~n ~~~dL~e~~de~~~ 

actin.._._...._ ............................._. 
~. a~ tc~ relrer~G a }~art~- f~oi~r a,ud€~me~~t. ctrder< c~~- ~rc~ceedii~~. 
T`he ~~•c~ced~t~e far c~l-~tainin~~ a.r~~' ~~elef frt~~n a 'ud~metlt si1a11 Ue b~~ ~~otrc~n as 
t~.rescribe in these z-ules ar ~v a~~ inc~et~ex~.dent ac:t.i.o~.~. 

{C I-I~rn~less error. Na error i~~ eit[Zer t}te adrriissir~~~ or tl7c exclusion of cvi ~~lce at~cl 1~c~ 
e~~~~~~~ c~~• cieiect in ~~~~v l~~~inu or c~rc~e.~• c~.x~ in a~7~~thin = c€one c~.~~ o~x~itteci b ~ tl~e ~;c~ ~7~issic~rt 
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cat• lx~t an~J c3C~l~e ~artics is,~rc~und fc3r ~ra~~ti~x~ a ~ie~~~ trial car for setting ~s~de a r~e~•dict cat• 
~'~t- vacatii~w. ~-~~odifi<i~~ . o~- other«°is~ clisturbin~~ a 'ud~~ne~~t or order, unless Y•efusal tc~ 
talcs such action ~~~~~ears to tl~e C;omi~nission inconsistent tivitl~ sti~bstantial justice. `I'he 
Cc3~~.~~x~ission at e~~ez-y~ stage c~:~'tE~e ~roceedi~~~ axzust disre;~acd anv e~~roz• oz de:i`ect in tl~e 
praceedi~i~ that does not affect the substantial ~•i~hts cif tl~e parties. 

2.222 Proposed Findings of Fact 
~A) In any case the Commission may require each party tc~ file proposed findings of fact. 

..,ti.... N.~,r .,,,.,....>.w...~,,, ~.........,..~.,.... ,.., t..., .,,y am.. , _ ..,...._.....~ .~. .,..., ~,»~,.,...,. 

x~-Each proposed finding ~~~tiust deal conci~rly „pith a single fact or with a group 
of facts so interrelated that they cannot reason~~bl` lac treated separately. ~r-epees 

~., ._ki~'~G- t'}'t-  r ~£~C'~~'~: i7, T 1
' —T v'~T 'R—„ °~.-,-., a6. 

,, 

. , ._ , r ,~ 

{'B ~'roposec~ findi~l~s r~~ust be c.~i ~ ._'-:~~ ' n~! ~' .~: ~~ '. ,nest be in la~ica( sec~€~ence. 

~~,~ ~~Y'~E'IC ~~lf' ~~dTti% fi ~'1? ~ll~' ~U ~"l£~VC'. ~.;~ 'i i ; ~ i i `- ! I ' I i , l i . ~ i TY11il~:(' '~'c3C~. ~}tC?~}QS~C~ 

fndii~~s n~us~ f~.:_ .~.~ ~r.~.. into se. ~,3 '~~< <' ~'~, ,` ~~, r~ . , ~ __ ~dentif~icc~ as to s~ib~ect 

1:3 E:ac~ _~~e-'-'_' ~ ~ , ~ ,. ~i ~!' . ~ . ~~ :;, ~~a a~° citat~.c~ns tc~ the s eci:f`ic ~~rt o~~ arfs of 
the r ~ ' ~ , ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ r ~ . i ~ ~ ~;nl~~r. ~~,~l~ere a~~aiiablc:l containi7~~ the ____ __ 

2.223 :B rict'~ 
~:  _Briefs must address each issue of law that a party desires the Commission to 

consider. 

~3~,_Whenever a brief addres~~s more than one issue, it ~-~~-1- ~usi be~irtak~ divided into 
sections ~r4 1~~~~~ut separately address each issue. ~~~~~'~ ^'~~,_~~'~'~~" 

~Cl I3t•ic:fs la~~~er tl~a~~ I ~7 ~~a~es n1E~st contain, immediately ~~~r~afte~• the cover page, a 
~~-table of contents. 

2.224 Sanctions
{t~) An attorney or pro se or c~tl~er representative who fails, after having been requested by the 

Commission to do so, to • ~ °. 4 • •, ~c~n~ Iv ~~~itl~ these rules or 
. ,~ ~, ~,. 
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_.~.W,~ ',an~~ Cc~ 7~~zssic~n order may be suspended from further 
participation in the proceeding or, for such period of time as the Commission finds to be 
just, from participation in other proceedings. 

~.___In addition, ^_. ~^ *'~~ ~'~^~~~¢~~:~.if }~roposr;d ~ii~cliil~s cif fads fail tc~ comt~Iv with ~€~~e-~ 

Rule 2.~~A~~222. tlhat party may be deemed to have withdrawn its offers and claims 
of proof and to have waived its right to a finding by the C'c,mmission regarding #ti~at 
fact; -and with respect to any issue of law as to which a party has ~M^•~.~failed to 
conform to the requirements of Rule 2.223, ~` ~,: ; . pariy may be deemed to have 
waived any claims of law tSi4*~~ •• ~^* *^ ~ ~^'~ , ~ i~~u~ ~ *'~~ ^'~f~^ ^~^~„^~~n~ 
~ ac.m- ~ +i - -g',: ,`r"~-`+ ¢L~ trt_ Tfrs~-~~« ~ - - '-~C~~' ~ _. @. 

Cl If; after notice and a reasonable op~o~ ~ ~ ' ' . , ~, to respond, the ( , is ~io~-~ dete~-~nin~s t(~a~ 
subsection (~1) or (Bl has been ~~iQlatec~. - t;~; t there 1~ ~' ,- _•~1 a ~i~ ~ i~.,~~ of Rule 
2.203ft;), the Con-~~nissian may'. s~:Ebjcc•t' . ~I ^r~c1~~ ~~atuc~ bei«~, ~ ~~t~c}se a~~
~p~•c~priat~, sanction on tl~e , . . ~ revs, ?a~~ ~" ~ _ i- ;_. rivs that have vl_~ ! ~ d or are 
responsible for the vic~latian. 
(l? A znntir~n f~c~~~ sanction:; ~ ,~ ~ . ~ : ~ . I ;'~. I ; ,~~cte se~aratel~~ from other 

l~no~tior~s ter• E•equesgs, steal, _ . iF. i I i ~ . ~~'~ct aile~ec tc~ vicslat~; this rule 
or Itt~le 2 " ~.' "'!.: and s i ~ 1I I:~ . ~ I ; ,~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -,yard haE~in~ the a le~ec~ 
viE3lfltr i ':hflY'<t, . . ; ,. ~ ._ ~ ~ i ~ ( ~ ~ i ~~~i ~t~ill~ C~2tt71 d~f~nse. 

CE~f1$C i ~ ~ t I ; f}t' £~CYIl,~ .~_: ti c:Xt;`.`~ at CITCUI71Sta11C~S. ~ ~~1~'tiC171 __ 

shall I~~ ~~~ :.I i ~~ ~ti ~, , .~, ~o bf~ _ ~~latic~ns cc~mn~rtted by its ~artf~e~•s, 

~—' -- tvn i ~~~ ~''--~ ~ ~, ~ ~ ~ ~'-_ : ~ ~ ~,:~_ t_ ~ _~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ _~ ~ i~~- enter a.n arde~• describ~i~~~ t,~ he specific 
cc~n~uct ~ ~,~ , , ~~~-~~~ ~ ~ ~,- ~~. ~ I ~ ~ tl~~. ~~u(~ oz• Rule 2.203(0) ar~d clir€:ctii~~ an 
atto~~ley. la.., ~. ~ ~~ , ~ to st~c~w cause: ~.~.~~~ it leas i~ot c~tiascd a ~-iaiatio~~. 

( ) ) -, . r~rm  3c~s~~1„ ~ ! ~ ~ctia,~s. ~1~e C'on~missic~n sl.~ail descri~ie the caa.~duct de,te~7~~ined 
tt, ~ , ,_~¢t~.~te; ~ i tic~n €3f this rt~lc: attt~ expa.itl the ~iasis ~'or the s~t~eti~~~ imposed. 
1~ s_..r_ ~ ,:, Gh I ~ ~ ~in~ited to s~:~hat is ~uficiet~t to deter re~et~tiot~ of such co~~duct 
car cc~~r: ~ ~. ,,i : ~ :. , , . ~.luct Env c~the~•s sin~ilaz•Iv sit~iated. The san~tic3n may cc~ns3st c~C 
car i~lclt~de ~. ~ Li~~es ref a non~nc~r~eta~•v Mature E7~- ate n~•der tc~ av a ~~e~aaltti=. 

2.225 Pro€~sec~ Sc~ci e~ 
(:~l The ~~a~~res ~~~ust ~r~~ke all reasQi~ab e efforts to reac~_a~(c e~~~c;nt c~ri, a~1d ic~r~~tly file, ~ 

~~~c~pc~sed 5cl~eciule as e~i~•ly as pc3ssil~le ~a~~d ~7o I~~ter tlia~~ three day-s [~e:fore a sc eciulin~ 
cc~~~ference If'tl~e, parties caa~E~c~t af~ree on alI schedt~lin„~ art ars they- should ~ttak.e 
se a:cate fit ~1 s that i~ldicate ~~~~at schecl~~iin~ maters all a~-t ~;s ~~a~~e a teed tc~ and ~~-1~at 
rr~atte~•~ a~~e i~~ cizs~~te. 
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Ql It1 cases v~-itl~out a statutart~ deadline far Cc~rnr~~ission action, a ~~~opo~ed schedule may 
p~•avid~ the p~~~ties wrtl~ tii~le to negotiate before establishi~l;~ a formal 1iti~~,atio~~ schedule. 
In ttlat s3tuatian. a prc~posecl sc~lt~clule cc~ulci die a, si.anpie a~: 

• :Deadline for Inotic~ns tc~ ii~tervet~e:: 
• Deadii~~e for responses tc~ motions tc~ interve~~~; 
• Deadline loz• .replies to res arses tc~ motic3ns tc3 nte~Ave~~eg and 
• Deadline for parties to file a se~tletnent aarectne7~,1 ~ ~ ro used iti~atic~~~ Scll~;dulc. 

~C~ ~;Itl~c~u~h the parties are free tc~ agree is alt~rnat~ ~~ ,frc3pose tc~ the Corz-~~ni.ssron, 
prc~pt~sed liti~atian schedules should. ~enerall~ _~~_ i ~nllo~vi~~{,~ items: 

• Date fc~r pubic hearit~~r~if anv~; 
• Date for site ~~isit (if ar~~~)~ 
• D`adline far i~~otic~~~s to intLrven 
• I7e~clline fot• res~o~lses tc~ n~otic~~1~ ;: , ; , , ~:,_r--,~"ne;
• Deadl~x~e f or re ~li~:s to res}7o~~ses t~ rr ~ ; , , ,~ ~ ~ . ~ ','ere: 
• Deadirles for ili~1~ ~te~ ' i testirnC3lly~

Schedule for discovers• ~ ~ _ ~, I, ~~t of pre l i i s ; ~,tinlo~~}~. incluciin~ Iasi date fc~r 
filing rcc~c~ests arcs due d~~ ~ ~ ,_', . ., 

• Deadir~e far ol~jectioris to ~.- ', ~ 1 i , . ~ ~ ~ ~. 
• Evid~ntiary . Y; 

• ~De~dl iE~ ~ ~ ~ f i ~ r ~ ~ ~,, , _ _hearing r~ I : ~; ~~ts. 

~I)) ~~v'he:re a~~rapri~~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ! . • I ~, . ~ ,~Y inelr.~de; other ite.~r~s, ~~cl~ as duacilines for 
,. 

tr ~ ~ : , , , ~ ~? ~ ~, ~ ~ ', ~ , i ~ .. ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ 3a~1s. When praetical~[e, ~art~es sl~Qud 
>~.:. ~ I ~ ~ _ ~ ~ : ~ ~~ i ~ ~_~, ~ ~ _ ~c €~~dules r~~ther than d~~tes based can t1~e 

~~, , of~apre,, , . I i l ~~; :.~. 

2.22fs Cori +ia! ~'c~rn~s ~ ~ ''rotu~:~: ~' 
Cener~l ~ ,.. 
~I~. Ai. ',~uzerts ~' ~s~ith the Commission are presumed tc~ k~er~ blic~. 

(2) The rr~a~=. ~ ~e~curr~e;~~t ~s "cc~►~#~ic~e~~tial'' c3c~cs nc~t tender that docu~~neo~t 
co~~ti€~entia . 

~1 Tc~ asse~•t ec~nfidentlatit~- cif a dc3cu~~ner~t. ~~1~ Ell.11l~ 171US~ lI1GIl.1CI~ E?fly. Ot' ~?f:~~~1 CD~I~1~. 

fO~~OV1'II~'. 

(a) a cc~~ler letter ident~f~ants tl~.e date ~inc~ case num.l~ei aCthe Spet,zf~c 
Coinmissic»~ o~•de.r. statute, ca~~i~t order. or c~tizer State car :~ed~.~-a.l a~enc 
decisio~l tl~~t ~•ee~nizes the ec~nficientialit~- of the cic~culne~~t. or 
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{b~ a n~atic~n fi»- c~i~fdcr~ti~l treatment. 

{F3~ Proce,ss for fi ~.n~ i.~~faiznatrc~n that a~~artr~ asserts to lie cc~n€ic~cntial. 
(1 ~1 asset~ecil T confidential docut~lents ~~z~st bear a scam c»z e~Ter ,̀° a e mat•kin~ 

the doct~tner~t as "C~o1~fitlei~ti~~1.°,

2) Unti! the Coin~nission issues procedtares fo~~ ~-i1 _ -~nficiential ~lfc~t-~r~ation iii 
ePUC:, anV can~dential information must be i ; , i l~v ein~il ~~~ th Ville clerk or filed 
in ~~eY• and m~.l~t have tl~e i~vord "C`c~nf~~' r ,>~ I~~ ,~s tl~e first ~~c~rc~ c~:f tl~~ s~~bject 
lire. I.n eotltested cases. ~tlie content a1~ ~ - ~ ,~; ~ t  apex cover lettet~ insist ~e 
sin~u taneausl~r served on all other t ~ ~: ~~~, u~it11 t~l . ,? :ached asse~-tedl~= 
cc~~xfidential docu~r~~z~ts also sim.~ ~ ~, .,:,u~ ~ sLr~ti~ec~ ~;~ i ~~.-,~e~~at~₹ir:s that lave 
signed the cariftd.entialit~- a=ire: ~~;. , . .For non-pad}er p~. ~ -,~hc~ 11a~~e si~r~ed. the 
I'~~~V~Ilt [?I'4~eCt1V~ dL~Y~~Il1~t2~, s~ ,~ ,~na~ be clone b~cv i; ~_hc~se parties ol~ the 
e~n~iil to the clerk. 

{3~ VsT l~neve~• a part' films , ,~, , ; ~ :. ; I . _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ' ~ ~ : ia1 docu~ne~lt. that~arty must 
sim~.ilt~~~e,~~sl;ti' file a ~~ , ~! ~~ . -.. -~ ~' i ! ; ~, ~ ~. ', : rsic~n c~:Ptl~e dc~cun3ent i~~t eP~JC, 
unless the ~arty asserts t~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~~ : ~ ~ .. r , ~ ~ ~ , ~, ~ . . ~ anent is ct~t~tidential (in ti~l~ich 
cage a dnf  !, ~ r ~~~aki~~~~= il ~~~ ;~ 1~. ~ i ~~_ ~ ~ _~;~ ~ i ~ _ in ePliC). ~I` e ~~tablic~. ~i~~g~l- 
cc~nfici:: i ~ ~ -," tied ~:n~ . ~~~ . ~~ :~ --.~ ~ ~,~ assertedIe~ait~asis:foreach 
rcc1~L , . i ~• :~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ . , ihat alt. , ~ .~ , 4acler. t~: , ~ ~~.f which redactii~n is based. nl~ 
~~~hicl~ , _ I _ ,~ I l~_,sis fc~r c;~,._, ~~ntialit , 

~r ~ i l!..~.~ ' I '' I _f .. i i i I L 1. ~ li t . 

. ~ ~. ~' ~ , .~ . ~ ~_i ,~ l ~.~, ~. ; . ~. ru~.~t set fort1~ the basis for col~fide~~tiality, 
~zelr~d ir~~ ~ I ~ ' ~' ~ i ~ . ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~s ~,. : .~~n~tic~n:~ fio~~n ~ubJ ie cisc.Ic~s~~re under tl~e 
~'en~~ot~t Puy-, ; _ 1<::_ _, , : ' , ':.ct. 

~?~~ i~~tic~~~ ~~n~~ ~ . . aceo~l~~.,~nied by a docume~.~t-s~~ec.ii~ic (or in c~r~natic~n-
s >L. ~ ~__', l ~vt:r~ ~, ~ ;gf tl~e l~a5i5 far keeping co7~#iclential a~1`- c(c~eurr~cnt {car 
info -_~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ , , ~~°tv `~~isl~es to kee~iznder seal. 

(?~) Tl1e a~~~r~rr_ ', !east list a specific expiratic~t~ date tc~r lcee i~~~ the i~~ft~c~natic~n 
uncie~~ seal usually' nc~ rraK~re th~i~~. t:l~tee ~~ears ~~nc z~s~: ~x fain i~a. c~eta~.l ~~.hv the 
i~i(c~r~~~ati~n ~-nust ~e kept cc~~zf rc e~a~i~! fc~t• that le~~~t c>f dine. 

(~) '.C' e mc~tic>~~ ~a~ust also address eael~ c~:Etl.~e fo.11c~~~~ins~ quest.itn~s: 
~) Is tl~c matter Sc~r~~11~: tc} [~e ~tatected a track, secret c~k• c~₹hit° conficie►~taa1 

zescarcl~, cie~-e[c~~~tne~tt. cat• cc~~~in-~ercial informatic~ri that shc~ul~ be 
rt~tecteci`? 
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(b) D~e~ the matter sau~ht tc~ b~; prntectcd contain Critical Ei~er~y 
Infrastrl~cture Information (CEII), as that term is defined by the Federal 
Ener~;r Re~ulatc~r~' Gc~t-nrnissio.~l? 

(c~ Does tl~e m~ttei~ saut~,ht to be~rot~ct~c~ ec~~~tait~ informatiop~ related to a 
ut~t~tv's G~"~erSecurlt~r ~~'c~~ratn? 

(d} Would disclosure of t11e nfot~matio~- ~: ~, a co<~i~izable h~~~tn s~aftici~nt to 
r~-a~•iant cc~[iiic~eutial treatment`? 

fie) Has the ~art~~ seeking prose; . _~_ ,lloti~=~1 "~. __~~~~se" for in~-okin~ the 
~OI71311tSS1C)i1'S 131'Ot~G~IC3~i ' 

2.227 I'racec~urai Chang es D r~n~ State t~f ~ . "n:~cv 
l f' 1I3e ~c~t~~ernor cif tl~c Stiate of~ Vermc~n.t ct~;~ `~ ~ _ 1' e~-nei•ffenc ~:~ Cc~mmissi~n

ma~~ isst~c t~rders tc~n~oraril ~ ~a lte~•in-' > >v nroceura~ _ ~~ _ _i~t:; of C.c~r~l~nis.:~ : ~n rti►1~.~. 

2.22 ec.Yasa 
f ~~ f1 nlatior3 fc~Y• recusal of a C,oi~nn. ~ _ i ~ ~ ~ . _~ . ; ~ ~ ,. . ~ ~;ha ll be 1~~ade as soon as 

~~t•a~:ticat~Ie after rl _ ~ , : ~ se or ~rc~~ r ~_' ~ ~ . , • , ; ,, , n . 

~F3) Mc~tic~ns (or ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~:! ~ ~ '.cca~~n t~ ~ : ~ a1 ~ .I . ' . ; . declarntior~ car a ccrtif icate: of 
a ~~artv's attc~~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I •easo~~ ~~i ti~,~hcr~ s«~i< <•e~son was first I<~1av~m. 

iC`} "I'l~e ('~mni~~.: , ~ _' ~ ~ I :_~ ~•:~c~~sal is sau~lat_sl~all either_recuse 
~ i ~ i ' i . 1 . ~ ~ i , ' I ~. ,'~~'1' 1~1~ 1T]O~IC?Yl tO ~~'1~ t)~~l~P Ct)TTII111SS1f.?11~CS 1 

~~ yi~~ t; ~ ~~r; i ~~ ,`• ~ ~ I ~.;~ ~ , ~~is~ hearin~~fticer}. 

~.l~nissione~ ~ ~ j ,~: , ~_ ,° ' i._ ~~r ~~~ho inax e recused for ~~1~~ ~•eason c~tl~er tha.s~ 
e~ _ , I hias c~~• ~~•e~,,~ ' ~ ,~„ ~ .. `{use can tl~e ~°ecr~rd the b~~sis o1~tl~eir ~t:~tent►~t1 ~~ecusztl 

a~zd i~~~ , ; ~~1~~rse tl~e pay ~, r ~d tl~~ , ~a~~~~~ers th~~t the}- ~naA- cc~~isidcr, ~3ut of'the }~re:s~~~ce 
Ol`~t~l~ ~:~~1 ~ i i;SlOtic~Ol ~ i ~.I'11T~E)?~C~I'. ~S%~ct~i~Y$O Tli~iv~ fC7Y Y~CtASii~. ~~: S~uZ1i CaBvS a~~cP' 

ciisclosti~•e ~ c~rt~~ Ira: ~ -ec~ 'f'{~r recusal, the Corsi~-nissic~ne~~ ter lieari~i~ o(~fic;e~~ n.~a~~ 
~artica}~ate; in ~.~~ i , ~.~. , 

x.22) Itecc~rc ~ ~ of Frc~~::.:~~ s 
A `I'l~e C~xnz~~isgic~n ma r ~•ecr~rc~ anv of its t~~~~~~ rc~c:eec~incjs. 

~~i) And- me€nbea~ of the press car nu~lic rr~at~- recc~~•d an~~ Cc>mt~~issi€~►z lle~rin€~. c~~-al ar~ume~~t, 
or other put~lic prUceec~in~~, ~a~~der the f~llc~~~~in~~ cc~nc~it~o~~s: 

t i } ~.z~~'c~ne recc~rclin« a t~~ ~cee~n~ {l~v ~,ricieo ar a~~ci~c~l u~zust ciisc.l.c~se this ~~t'the 
~e„~if~«rn~ t~f't~~e ~rc~ceedrn=~. 
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~2~ R.ecc~~-dzr~~s s1~a11 z~c~t i~zt~rtere in an~~ ~,~~av ~.viti~ the roceedi[~~ 

(3) Recc~~•din~s shall nc~t ca~.~ture private cliscussic~~ls between a~1d arrian~ 
(a) Coln~nissioners and Commission staff at the bench, ter 

(b~ ~ttc~.x.i~evs anc~ t,~.eir cie~~ts. 

~) The Cc3n~►.~~issic~n may' permit, ~rc~hlbit, tc;rminate, l .~l~it,_oz• t~ost~~csa.~e ₹lie r~cc~rd ~z 
or t~•ans~l~ittrn~,~~af alI car ai~v ,dart o~ a proceed n~_----'?d the use cif anv device, u~ the 
he~rin=r roorrz oz° rob is .~x~eetin~ rc~c~rn anc~ a~.. ' ~ ~fnediately adjacent to it can tl~e 
Cc~mrr~rssic}n's o~~n. ii~it~at ~~~; t>r c}n the; ~e~ . :; ~ ~ a part}r c~~• v~°itness ire t}~e: 

roc~et~in~,. Upon notice to the ~~ai~ties_~ :~~_ ~.~ _, n requesi~i~~~ the order, to a~~,y 
erso.r.~ a.i• ent~.ty de~i~~~ated by the n7 ; ~ , _A .~~ be ~~~, . ~ on behalf cif all pc~te.~~tially 

interestec{ m~m~ie~•s o~'t ~e media , .~ ' ,~ ~n~~~erso~~~ ~ leas [filed a request to be 
he~rc~ €~r~ fhis ~a~-ticul~~r t~~otior~ . ,_ ~om~nrssic~n mL~~ ~ I .~ ~ :i ~ prompt hea:~•in~ can 
tl~e Rr~~tion. I.n acti~a~ ~.r~~tier th; { , ~`io.2~, the C;t~n~r. ;,~i.~ ~ iIt f~~vor a~1c~~vints 

thc: ~•ecc~rdi~~~ of a.l.l ~uhltc prtPce<. . ~ end rr° ~~ ~l . ~•~.stric~ !. recc~rdin  ~a f the 
entity r~cordin{„~ t11e rr: >c~edi~~g r. .• ~. ; ~ , :~ ~ ' vction (f3}(l ). !. or {3) of this 
z tile, or .if the Ca:•,~n ~ ~ ~ , ; _ .~ ~,~ ~ ~, I ~ ~ i _ t 1 ~. ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~~r .~~c~re of the fUll€~v~~in r factors 
~~~ei~l~s stza~1~ly and o I ~. I ~ .. ~ I ~ i ~~ ~ .~ ~ , i' restricting the ri~hf to rccc}rd: 
(a.) tl~e impact t}f rec ~'  ~ ~ _ ~_ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r _he ri~h~s of tl~e parties to a fair 

he:~rrtt~~:-. 

-- I ~ ~ i ~ , ' ̀ - ~rivat~ n. ' ~ ~ ~ ~. .uE, ~ ~ , , , Gighs its pul~tic value; 

{c~ ~ ; i i. , l il~ ~ ~_1za~si:: ~,_._~~nc~tio~~a1. ~~:onon~ic, o~r ~~~o~~rieta~~v iniu~r~ 
~„ ,. . ~ . i ; ~ . ~3 u~i, ~ , ~,arty, c~~• other ea-sUn Ux- ea~tit -: 

~ ~ ; !i._I ~ t ~ I ~ ..!, ~ ~ i . I' i 1~C~1G3~ CC?I1C,~ILIC)1"I t)~~C~1~. ~?~I'C~'" O.t t~'1tl1~SS; 

2.230 Sec; j _~cc;~'er~- ? es 
~,r~) Di~cc~t-e~ _~~e ~n~ lit, 

omI ,. Scc ~ ~ ~ S' e.~~~. ~ ~~ I . 71e~g othert~~~5e lz Jted ~v C;o~~~rnission c~z-c~er~, the scc~}~e cif 
di~cc~~• , , - f. ,4~,5: P~r~ties ~l~a~~ obtain ciiscc~ver;~- rc;~art~i~ t~~~~f a~o~.~.~~~•i~,~i[e~~,ed 
natter tha i •,.~~«t to ~E~~arh~'s Ie ~a~, 1 a~,~u€~nents and }~ortional to the ~ic:eds 
af't ~e case, c~;sjsic~e~•i.~~~ tl~e i.~.~nortanie o['the issues ~~t stake rig the action the 
~~a~t~u~~t in ct~~~trt~~e~ st tl~e parties YCI%lI:!`U~ ~6: Cf;SS ~€) I"C.~f;1'~I1~. III:~OPT11aCt{7l1. ~I"I~ 

~3arties' resourcLs, tli~ iYtlpat~t~i~ee c~fthc; discov~r~• in resot~~in~ the iss~,ics, a~~cl 
z~•I~.ethea~ tl.~e t~urde~7. c~~° ~x erase c~f'tl~e rc~ c~s~ci cii~cover~~ c~ut~~~ei *.l~s i.ts lik.ety 
bene:~it. In c~rmatic~r~ ~~~~tl~in t:l~is sco~~~; t~f cli~c.c~~-ez-~~ i~c;ed t~c~t lie ad~t~issi~ile in 
~vide~~cc; co be ci.iseaverat~~e, 
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2l I.,i.~~ni~aiiatis can :fret~uenc~~ and e~te:ni. 
tal St~eci~ic limitations on eiecttoriicall~~ stored infc~rmatiot~. ~ arty need. not 

provide ~iscc~ver~ of electronicaIiv stored info~-~Z~atic~n foam sources that 
the ~rai-t;~~ identifies as nc~t reaso~~ab1~~ ace~:ss~l~le k~ecause cif u~~due t~ucden 
or cost. C)n motion to co~~r~tl discovery or for a ~~•atective order, ~lze party 
from ti~~ht~tn discoe-e~~~~ is sau~,~ht ~~~ust sl~c~w that the i~lfor~nation is not 
reaso~lal~Iv accessi~ile because c~f'unciue l~~~r~den car cast. I~'tl.~at sho~~in~ is 
made. tl~c Comr~~issi4n n~av nonethelc-: '.r,r discovery fro~r~ such 
so~~rces if t11e ret~uestin~~~art~~x___~_ >, .:l pause. 'i'he Commission may 
s~e.ci:['v caz~ditio~~s (o~• tt~~; c~ascovc !" . 

(b} ~rc~ers li~nitin~ fret~uenc~' n ~ ,t of dis _~,. ()n mo~ian or o~~ its 
o~~n. the Coanmissic~n n~~ , ~ ~ ~ ~;it the frec~uer~~ extent of di~ct>~-c~~•v 
otherwise al[o«-ed by t~~` ,:._ ~ ~ ~ les if it detc,rmi~le I-:: 

the discoe.~er~ as u ~:lt ~ . .~ : ~:•eason~bly cu ~al . __:~r c~u~licative, c~~• 
can ~ o(~ta ~~ec~ f'rt~,. ~ ~~~, ,~ qtr ,., ,~.irce that;: ~ ,"~~ cc~nve~.~ient, 
I~5;i ~?l ~ , I~'11S0111G, dI' ~~.>~ 

i ,i C, 

f ai) tl~e park. ~ , l` . . ~ ' ~. ! ,:~d air~pl~. o~~c~rtunit~~ to obtain 
the infar~y~ ~. r t •.. „~~. ~~ ~~~~ ~I ~. ~~^t~~Qn; €~r 

_ ~-~c~~ ~,, ~ . , , , ; : ~ !,: ~ ~., ~.~.;c~~e ~e~-aliitted try ~l~i~ rule. 

~3~___I.nsur~ ~_,_ _- ~ ~~ ~_ ~__~_~ ~ __!.>~«~n diseg~°ery of the existe~~ce z~c~t~ 
cc~r~te ~i , , ~~ . ;' . ~ . ~; _ _~~ ~•,. ~ ~~, ~~~rder ~~~hrc.l~ env person cc~nd~.~ct~~~~ apt 

. . 
:~,._~. I ~ , ~~, _. ~ I, u ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ : 1 tiie req~l~re~ne~~~s a~ any C`ornl~7~ss~o~~ 

~ ~,,_ . ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ __ ~ ~ ~ ~ µ . ~ _ ~ , ~ :G ranee a~:reeme~~t is nc~~ 1~~~ reason of 
di5cic~su~ - , ,,videnc~, Trial. F~~- ~~u~•pose;s oPthis a~•~„za h. an 
a~ Iicatio~l . ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .'gall t1~t be treated as ~a:~~t of ari insltrance a~t-een-~en~. 

~_.  •rz~~ }~r~;pa~•~~ ~~ ~,: ~nate~;~a.ls. S~~l~ject tc~ other ~rc~riisio7~s c~f'tl~is rote, a ~~art~- 
ir~~ fa 1~ c~isc~ ~~a- of c~c~cumei~ts and ta~~~i1~1L thi~l~s c~tl}e~•«~ise discoverable 
l~~~tde . ~ i ~•t~_I_e_,~ ~ ; ~. •~~ared in at~tici ~tio~~ of liti~~ation car ft~r a hea.rin~ by cue for
anc~thcr i car €os• that other ~~zt~~`s ~•e reser~tative ( ~~clud z~~ the c~tl~~;r 
~at~t~°'s att~, ~ : . cc.~~~s~.iltant, sl~r~;t~~, indc~r~riitor, insurer, or ~ xc,t~t) nnv after a 
sl.~c~~~~in~'that the part>' se~e.kin~ ciisc~vec•v ~s sr.~l~stant.i.a~ z7.eeci cif tl~e materials in 
the: ~~re~arataon oft e p~zt~~"s case a~~d that the party is unable 4~~itl~oa►t undue 
l~ardshi t4 c~ itai~l the substantial e cii~~alc~lt of the ~r~atc;rials b~T nthe~- mea~~s. In 
c~.i~derizi<j disc:c~ti•ery c~f'su~;h .atez•i~l.s ~t~h~~a tl~e re ~ii.rec~ sht~~w~t.~~~ has bee.~.~ .inacie, 
1I1~ ~C~TIIITIISSIC~Ti SI1c1II ~7C~f~C1 ~~dt]~Sl C~I1SL'I()SUPv E3~~the ~net~tal irn~ressrc~ns, 
cc~~lclusrc~i~s. o i~~ior~;~. ti p• Ie~a1 ~l~cc~ries cif ail at~c~ri~ev car c~th~t ~~e res~ntati~•e cif a 

a~•tv cUns;ernit~<T tl~e litit~atic~n. :'~ ~rt~- z~nat- c~l~t~~i~~ t~lit cut tl~e re urea ~hc~~~~zr~ 



Effective: 9/15/2018 Vermont Rule 2. 

('ra c}seci L)raft c~(.' ~~2~/2022 Public Utility Commission Page 48 

a state~~~ent co ccrz~in~ ~h~ aciion or its subject natter ~~~e~ric~us v ~-n~de by t ~.at 

 ~a~'~ 

(5) Trial t•e ~~~~ata.az~: ex e:~~s. 
~a) I.denti#ic~tion a~zd de~sosition t~f an e~pe;rt u-ha ~n~v testrf 

{i} r1 ~~~ttv may tl~rou~,h interrogatories require t~tl ~ ~c tl~er a~-tv: 
~I.) tc~ identif:v each person the ath~~• ~~ari~- n~a~y' use at a hea~•in~ 

to present eApert testin~~ ; alder ~'ern~t~~~t Rules of 
~vicience 702. 70~, ~t "' `_ . r~l~etl~er or not tl~e witness may 
also testier from ~~ ~. 1 '.:noe~~led~e as to anv #act a~ issue; 
in the case; 

tIi) tc~ state the Lt natter aa.~~ ~ ~,bsta~~ce of't11e facts and 
oc on.: ,';. ~ ~ v~jliich the expe~-c is , ~-~~cte:d to ~estif'v; and 

VIII} fo provide: , ~7%~rL< < e ~rc~unds .. - ,~1~ o itlron. 

ii h~ar~ ~_~~ ,, ',i_ _ ~~~1,_~~~~~:,~, , : ~vhc~ has been identi~~ci in an 
~ns~~~er• , ,: ~ ^ ~ ~~ ,_1;~~ert ~~~hose c~~i~xions ~na~' lie 
prese~lted ~ ~ 1 E ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~_ . 

~~ ~~~ ~, ~ t ~~ may ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. ~. ~ • r i ~ ~~.auctic~n car sl~l~}3ocn~ ~~~~r 
~ i~ . } - ;port of if ~, i i i~,i~s to ~~~ ~E..ssed b~• an expert ~vho has 

__ , i, ~~ntified ?~ ,_ _.xns~~er to a~~ intet•io~atoi~~r as an eK~ert ~~~7~se 
, i , ,, ; " ,~,~~~, ~,. ;,~ _ . . ~~ied at' ~. il~.ariti~. as t~,-c11 as the I~asis acic~ 

,~ ~. ~ ~ ~ i» ~ ~ ; , .~~~td any' eal~it~its t[1at ~~~iil die L~sec~ to 
i ~ ~~ ~ . .~i._._ ~:i. ~,,, ~~ ~i i _i ~~::21~. 

i~,~' _ '. ~ ~ ~ ~_ ~.,r~s a part~T asks of a~~at~icr ~~ar~~'s expet-t d~~iti~ess—
:l _ I ~ i ~ . el ! i ; ~> I 11t~1'1'E3~~'~OTiBS. (~~~C}SII1011S, t~l' I'~€~U~S$S ~E}Y 

~~ ~ a~Lic>n—,~~ust tie retaC~d to t1~e expert ~~-i~nc~s`s testi~~an~~. 

f I~) ~~ri~ ~ _ ~ ._ . ~aratioi~ t~rotection for clr~.ft di~clost~res a~~d cet~tait~ re  pc?rtS. 
~~~~ ' ~ i~+~(~) c~f~tllis rule ~rc~tects ci~~aits oi~ant~ disc~~si~ze c}i ate exert 
~dc.~ r._ ~ ~v a ,~artti~ and drifts of anv re c~r~ prepared 1~~~ such an e~pct-t, 
re~arc~Yess c} tl~e fc~.~•.~~n i~~. t~°hich the d.ta~t is ~-ecordec~. 

c Hc.ari~i - ~~e a~•atiu~t ~rc~tectic~n ft~r cc~min~~nications I~etdz-eet~ a ~rtv's 
atto~°i~e~~ ;r~7d eertai~~ ex ert F~.it~~zes~es. Subsectit3~~ ~~ ~- c}f t7~s ~°~rle 
pr~tect;~ cc~m~7~u►~ic.atio~ls hett~~;en t1~e pa~-tv's attc~~-~~~.~' ar~ci ~n~}~art~-
identificd c.~~ert ~~-Bose o~itlic~ns ima ,presentc.cl at trial, regard ess of 
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tl~e for~x~ c~:f' il.~e cc~~x~.tnunicatic~ns. ~:xce t fic~ t1-~e: ext~:nt that tl~e 
corzi~nunrcacions:
{i} relate tc~ co~~l ensatio~~ for the expert's stuc~v or testitz~ol~y; 

iii} ider2tifv facts car data teat the artv's attc~rne~,' pic~vidctl ai~cl that the 
e~~~rt cc~~~sic~ere~ in formi~~~ the 4 i~~ic~ns tU be expressed; or 

( ;ii,) identity= ass~.~mptiar~s tl1a~ t}tc ~~ ; ~ttc~rne~~srovided arid. that the 
eYpet~t ~~~itness relied. on i~~ f~. ,, ~~he opinions tt~ e expressed. 

~d Expert e~np[c~ved only foi• heari ~. r ~, , ~~,- i : ~'~. ~ party ~nav disecs`•er Bets 
1a~o~vn or t~~it3ions held b~ _ ~_ ,.rt wl~o 1 . _!_~~een retained or specially 
e~zi~}~cd 13y anot}xe.,r fat i . ~ ~ :~.r tici}~ation o9 ~ ~ rion car pre ac~aiio« for a 
heat`in~ a71d v~~ho rs not ~. , ~-~~_ ~ ~ _ d t~ ~e called ~s ~ ~ _ess at a hearing , only= 
afters shc~win~c~feYcz~,. ~. ~, f -, ir~~ta~nstancest~~~dt~ ~.~, i,~h it is 
impracticable f~~r tl~e dart}f :,. ,:= f~i _~ ; - ~r~~ fc~ o~tai~~ ~ . ~4 c}r c3~aa~ions 
C7t? t11~ Sc~YTI~ : ' I ~ '~~ ~3V O$~1Gt Ii ! '1 

(e} Pavn~c;nt. I. nlc.~ ~ ~il • ,. .. : ~ . I ~ ~`~~nrr~issian fiElds, that anc>thcz• 
partti~ IZas abused ' l ~ ~ , ~ ,,. seel~i~1~ disec~verl~ fc~r pia 

=_"they than _ T ~, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~.~ , i _. , ~~onsil~le for any fees 
! , ~~_~ !'f'S ~C '~ I I ~' r , I ;l' ' I t~tic7tC%l'~' {~l' i111C:T1C~]11~~., ~C (:f)SItl.C11IS. 

{f~~ C;lain~~ '--'-'—' i I ___' 7r~ otec ~ ~ ~; ~, I ~ea.~ ~r a~~ation in~a.terials. 
,~a}_ ! ~ i ~,~~~:~~~ ~ ~~~,: ~,~~, ~1}I~~~d ~, ~,~~: ~~ ~~~art~r ~~cithhc~Ids rr~:f«r atrc~n c~therkvise 

~.. ~ ~ '; , - ~, ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ : ' ~ ~. l ' ',,: clai~r~in~ tl~ac it rs ~~rrvie~ed or ;;u~iject 
..: ~ ~ .., , I ~ ~ ~~ . , ~. ~ ~vlc»~ ~na.t~ri~1, t17e pat-ty shall ~nalce the 

~: ~~ ~ ~ , ~a~i ,i ,;~r.il~~, fl~.c ►~at~.ire c~i~tlhe docu~-~ents, 
e~~~.: ' ~ ~~ ~ ~r thin ss ttvt pc•~duccci t>c disclosed i~1 a rr~al~ner t[aat, 
w~-ithud~'- =;=e,~~. : ~ ~»rn~~tiol~ i~~elf pt•ir••ile~ed car ~rcztected, =ill enable.
t~t1~Gr a ,, ~Sse:~:; tl~e a~}~licab~ it~• of'ti-►e ~ri~ile~e or prc~tect►c~~~. 

(tn) I~~fc~r~ :, :~ ~ .~ ~r-ocuc~c~. If ii~f~~~~~7atio~~ is~rot~uceci in c~iscovery t~~t is 
5r _~ ~ ~ : ~ cl~t~~n c3~~ ~rirrilc~e or of prcttectic~n as I~ear~iz-~~-~re~~ratiar~ 
t~1a~: , ! . the arty n~takit~;7 the clai~~~ ins ~ z~ati~~ ~~~ ~ ~art~r t[zat r~cciv~d tl~c 
~~~fo~~~7~s~tic~n c~ftlie clainn anc~ the basis lu~~ it. r'~fte.~• be~~~~ ~7otaf~~ci ~~ pa~~ty 
m~~~t ~r~tl;~~ retur~~, ~eq~.Eester, car c~est.~•a}• the specified inft}rmat~oa~ and 
anti- cc~ ies it (gas and ~nav not t~s~ c3r d~scIc~se the infc~rmatic~~~ ~a:~~til the 
clazm i.s ~-es~a[~~ec~. ~~ receiv.i..r~~ arty ~7~av rt:> tl ~ resea.~t the znfc~rmatic~~~. 
to t ie Cc~~n i~sic~n ~.►Izder peal fc~r a deter~t~ia~at~o~~ of the clai~-n. If tl~e 
recelvin ~ ad-t~~ disc c>scd the i~7fc~r~nation ~efc~~•e hei~~ (1Ct~lftt;f~. (t 111i,1Sf 
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take reaso~~able st~~s to retrieve it. Tt~e prod~~cin~ arty must ~r~sezve the 
infi7rn-~atioc~ u~1ti1 the claim is r`solvc:c~. 

~i~ Prc~t~ctit~e ort~ers. I1t~c~t1 nnc~tic~n l~~° a ~ar~ty car b~' tl~u t~ersc~n fcc~m v~=honl_c~,~sco~~ery is 
sought, a~1d far good eat2se s c~~~r~ the C~c~~nmissrot~ may make any- c~~•der wilier 'ustice 
ret~iaires to protect a part~or ~ersc~n frc~in a~~t1o`-ance, embarrassment. ~~ap~•essia~l, or 
undue t~urcle;~a o~• e~~cnse, i~1cl~~din~ ane c~~~ ~~~ore of'tl~e; fc~llc~r~ri.~~~(1 t}~at tie: diseaverr~ 
~Z~t tie lead; {2} that tl~e discover' rna~ be zad only orb pied terms and car~ditic~ns 
including 6~ c~esi~nat~or~ of the time or~place o~• the T'~ :~ ~~1 of expenses fc~r the 
cl►scovery car tii.scla~it~•e; (3) that. the discove;r~~ m.,_, ~::fi onl~J U}~ a methr~d t~f'c iscover~f 
other t}ta~~ that selected by the paid s~.elci~l~ ~I:i ~ .:1, ; ~ ~h~t certai~l n~a~tcrs nc~t be 
incLuirec~ i~~to. €~r that the scope of the ciisct ~ , 1imrte~ ~.__ ~.~rtain matters:. L} that 
disct~~-ei~}r be ct~ndncfied e~~iil~ na nne pre ~ cept per~oz~s ~ ".:'~~ated ley the 
Cc~~nmissrc~~~; (6 that a dcpasitiaz~ aftc_~ ,i ~ ,~ sealed be o  per~ee' ~~~~~1 .~ by order oft~e 
Cainmissrc~t~; (7) that a tt•ade secret sir otl <3~z~denti~~ ~~esearcl7, ~ 1 . ~ _~Io~tnetlt. or 
cc~~x~ ~:~•cial i~tfara~nation not' Ise disclosed ~,~ ~ ~~. .-liscl~ ~nlv i~~ a d., ~,:7ted ~,s~av; anct 

f~ t[Zat t11~; parties sirnt~lt~tic ~ "-.~ f~_[e s c:ci. ~ ~,, ~ ' ,! ~,_d~ts car infortn~~a ' ~ nelcssetl i~1 
sea Ied envelopes to Lie open` ~, ~ ~ ~ rtec~ I1, _ I ; ~~nissic~n. If t11e motion fc~r a 

r~tecti.~~e order is deni~ci °€n ~~ ~ l r i ~~ ;- , ~ i. :f ~~ ~ fission ~-na~ o~~ s~.~ch te~-~~s and 
c€~nditions as are lust, ordeY~ than ~ ~ i ~ ~ _:. ~ ~„ ~ ~ ~ 'n oi• pertn~t clisco~Tcty, and 
~nav award ext~~r ; ~_~~.~reed in r~ ~.~ti~ , ~~~ ~ ~ ~.~ ~ ~ ~~~:~. 

tC,~~,,,, Sequence an ~ '~_ . ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~_ ! . ~ i ~~: ~._ti~er~____t: ~ ~ :_ ~ornln ~ - . ~ n Lt~o7~ ~notiai~, for the 
cc~i~vei~ier~ce ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~~ ~ nesses ~~,l~,i :, ~ tl~e i~~terests of justice, orders othe~~wise. 
~-ncthc7clfi oP' ~~'; . , ~ ~ .:!' ~ , ;~~`' ;~ . ~ T:ieE~ce. The f act that a ~~art~' is conduetiE~~ 
c~f~ ~ _; ~ I ~ ~ ~~ I ~~ . ~ ~ . .Shall nc~t operate to delay ar~~' ether , , 

~( ~ t i I 't11f~l1tc~f(~11 C5 ; . ~~ ~', ~ . , I~~t~` t~~1O 115 CCS~nt1C~f~t~ ~t~ c"3 COC~LiGS~ ~C31' £~ISCOVC'1'}' 

~~~iE~, ,~ ~ _~c~nse that ~ ~ ~ . °; I~en made is under a dt~ty to suppleme~~t car coii~ect
the rc~~k ~ ' to 3~~cluc~e: 3~~~-~atio,, later acc~~;~ircd ~~~ith res}7ect to the ic~llc~~v~~x~ matters iF 
the ~arh- 1, ~ ~ that the , ~_ .. ~c~~1s~ is ire sc~~n~ material respect it~cc~tnplete ar incorrect aBld 
if the ac~€~iti~;~~.;:'___?• c~__r-. ~ ~ ~ infort~lafion leas nr~t otl~er~~-ise 1~ee~~ ~~~acle kno~~~i~ to the 
other ~a~~ties c~u~ i . :.~ ~ ~ ~ i .:~~~~ry ~rc~cess car in e~~t~itrn~: 
{ I ) a (~tv c~uest~ _~ ~ ~ ~ _~ ~ ..:ct~~° addressed tea 

"~~ t.{Ye icte~~.tit~' and Ic~cati.c~i.~ t~~` ersc~r~~ 17a~-ins kn~~~-1ed~~ cif t[ssc~e~ex•able 
matte~•s: anc~ 

(b) the identi:ty c~f~ each. e~~son ex ecteci to fie c4~[led as an ex e.~.~: i~-itness at a 
l~eari~~~. the subject zl~~tter can it~hicl~ the erso11 is ex~ectec~I tc~ tes~if~-, aa~d 
files t~star~ce of the ~~c;rs~~~'s testii~lon~-. 
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{2~ ar~v c~t[~er ~rer~ious ze:s~oz~s~ to an i~~terrorator~°, rcq~:te;st fc~r rc~duciion, or request 
f01" 3t~TI3ISS(Q11; all(. 

(3) a~i~- ~~nattei• try ~xder af't}ze Coi~nrrriss~c~~-~, agreement cif the parties, ar at aa.~~tin~e 
before a l~earit~w through new rec i«sts fur su [eme~lta~tiQr~ of revic~u.s res ~o7ises. 

~,1~} ~3 scow=erg c~?~~ference. 
1 .4t anv time. ~~ c~~1 ~nc~t:ic~~1 cat• on its c~wn initiate ~,. _ 'ie Co~~1~~ scion ~1iav c~irLct. the 

parties t~ a~~~ear be~a~~e it for a conferenc e !'r ~,, ~,ibi~ct of ciiscoverv. 7'he 
Co~tia~nissic~n may do so u~t~n tnotian by t~ ~ nay f«r a~-~}~~ar~~~f the ~~~otic~n 
I11CIL1C~LS:

(a} a statement of the issues as _~ . , ~. I ::~~~ a . . ~ ~ 

lt~ a proposed k~lan at~d scl ' ,~ , ~f discoverer 3 __ i ~ , ~ ~ ~ _~ anv issues abo~it 
disclosure. ciiscover~~, ot~„_ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ion of , ; ~tt~o~7ii.~ I I _ ~'t~red informati~~~, 
incli~drns~ the form c}r farms I i, ~ ~ ~ , ~ >~,~Id lie roc ~ ~?; 

Cc~ a~lv Iit~litaYioi;~ ~ _, ~~ ~ed to 1~e plc_ ; ~,~: discc~verv; 

(d ant otltr ~ropc~st _ I`~ ~~ ~` ~ .7 ~ _ ,~' 1 c~ave~•y~; ~nci 

ltiJ  ~ ~ ~ ~,:' :~"'~"i ' ! ~`~1(7~'4`1'i ~:' ~l i l. ii~-.' ' i i'~ i '.!. ~ . I -ii', il.L [1RC)11011 ~.1~S I7Isl..E~G 

'~ , ~ I i ,~~ ~'-s~~'~ t0 C~ i '~l t~ 11~_;i'1~ s1 I i '~O~~l?~ ~1~fQtI1~Z~S O!1 ~3~ 

~ i~. ~: l i i_ ~i t~l 112 ~~1C t1 

f2 ~_. ~ . , .~ ~ ,, ~ ~. , ~=.nder a dt~ty to pat-trcipate in ~oc~d faith in 
', , .~ t~ '_ , '_ = ,_ ~ _, , I ~~; is prc~~osec~ by the attor~~~y for any- uarty. 

1Nc~tice ~., ~ ~ ~~ ~ i , : ' I I ,,. ~t ~ ~. ; ~ E}n all parties. O~~jectioats ar ~ddrtic~z~s to 
matters set . ~ '. I~, i ~ ~ ~':, ,_ ~ ~ ~ . ~t1 s}~atl be filr;c{ ~~€~t later than I days after service cif` 
; ` , ,= motion. 

(3) I _. i~.~: thc; c~ ~_~-er~J conference, the ~o mission rrtav enter an order 
t~~~ta~ _ i~~n~ ~.~; ti~~ issues for c iscc~ve~~~- au~°doses. ii~cl~~di~~~ anv issues 
a~c~ut p;. ~ ~~ ':sc.c~ve~•able rnft~rmatioa~, a~~~:• issues a~c~ut discc~~~ery c~:~ 
~,lectr€~nicul ~ ~.~_,cecl i«fc»-~natian includii~~,t. the fc~rrr~ or fart~~s in ~~=[rich it should 
be ~~c~c~arced a~~d anv issues about cl~~zms cif rit~.i.leue or rc3tect.io~~ as .I~eaa~i.i~~-
~re arati~n materials; c~tablis ~z~~~ a ~1a~~ anc sched~.~Ie ~~~r disc~~~erv; se~ti~~~ 
1 r~nitatit3ns c~~~ cliscover~-. if an -: atzci cietc~-~nii~in~ st~cll athe~• matters i~zcl~di~~~,z the 
allocation of ex eases, as are neces~ary fc~r tie co ex naa~~z~~je.~nent c~1~ t isct~ve~°t~ 
in the action. ~.~~ c~~•der ma;V' he ait~recl o~~ ~n~r;ncleti ~o-he~~.e~fe;r,~u~tice sty rec~t~ires. 

"['lie C'c~~.nn~.~ss.io.r~ in~~ ~ co.~~abi~~.e the cii4cc~v~~- - co~~.ference ~vit i a status cc)z~lere~~ce. 
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~} Si~~1in~ of discc~verY regi►ests, res~cyrzses. at~tti obiectior~s. 
(11 ~very request for discovery or rest~o~se car oE~iectior~ to c[iscoti•~ry made bti~ a part° 

re:p~-esentcd b~' an attoi~r~e:v shall be signed ~v at leapt one attor~xe~' cif ~•ecord rn the 
a.tto~~~e~~'s ndivicil~al name. ~~~hc~se; email and ~ost~l address si1a11 lie r~~clud~d. A 
pa~~ty ~~ho is trot re~rese~~te~ b~~ ate ~ttc~rney sh~~(1 si~,n t1-~e request, t°esp~~lse, oi• 
ab~~.ct1~~~ and state tl~e; dart}r's email aitd ~o} stal adt ie5s. Tire si~natur~, ~fi t}~e 
attor~~ev or ~at-ty constitutes a ce~~tifica~ic~n Ilia` ~ inner has read the rr:c~uest, 
res~o~~tse. or oblectic~n. and that to tl~e best ~ i _~ ~ i~~ner's l~-~oti~°led~~, it~far atic~n, 
and be.lief'~t3rn~ed after a reasc~~ial~le: ina~+i~~_~. i i fi) cansist~nt ~~~itl~ these rules 
at~d. warranted her exrstin~ law o~• a ~c~a~ ' , i ~ ~ ~ ~ r;~ent for the ex~t~.nsion 
mo~ifcation, or reversal of eYistin~~ ~,~, tii) not i~ ~~,.~ ~;nsed for any improper 
purpose, such as to l~a~•~ss o~• to ~ ~ ~ ~~: unnecessaz~~ c~~ ,~1• needless iticrcase rn 
the cost of litigation; and (ri'r) ! ~ ~~ Treasonable or undid I , , rdenso~r~e or 
~e e~~si~-e, ~ive~~ the needs of tti.~ ~: ~,~_ t1~e c isccaver~alre~,. ,d in the case. ~tl~e 
a~-nc~unt in cc3ntz'o~~ersv. am tl~e ir~~~ ~ ; <<~,c r~~! _ issues at ~~.~ _ i ~ tltc li.tisatian.. 
Ifa ~•equest, tes~oi~sc - ~~l~jectiar~ is ~~~ ~ .; ♦; !. it si~al([~r; ~tri,.~. __ unless rt is 
si{~.ned ~~~•a~nptly after ~ ; ___: ~ ~, r~sion i~ ~ I ~ _ ~ _ ~I1e attention of the part - t 
t~.e request, res~onse, . ~ ~~ ~~,~ .~ ,~. . `,a11 z~ot be c}bli~ated tc~ takc any 
actit~n ~~°it11 respc;ct to it ~! ). ' ' 

f 2) I f ~~~.itl, ~ ~ . ~ ' i . ~ ! i ~asti l i~: . ~ ~ ~ . .~ i ~ i . ~ . : ~ ~ ~ r -,~k~tie in violation c~i~the ~•ule. 
tl~c; C _ ; ~, ~ ~ .,: i ~ ~ ~ ~ ! ~- ~. ~ ~1 manor, _; o~~~n ire . .., ~~~c„ S~I~~ 111'I~OS~ 011 t'1G ~e sori 
~~~I~c~ n~. ~ I _ ~ ~ : ~ _~tio~~, th~_~ - . ~' -_ v~r whose t~el~alf t1~e request, t•espo~lse. c~~~ 
C?~'3~€'~~t~t Il I ; i i i 1 i :.', ~ , `I` '-tt~ , ; '; tc`tt~` S111C~101.1, C~'~71C~"t Cl'lr~'4 IClC~1a~~ 3t1 C)3't~GC ~O 

~~r~ , ~~, ~ i~ ,_' ~ ~~~ I ~I,_ ,. , ~~_r.sc~s tncu~•recl because cif the vio~atic~ri. 

CT t. ~ _ ~ ~c~~~s at~cl ~~nc,~ i ~ ~. ~ ~ ~, I _' -iisio~-er~,,,procedure.
----` _`nL~nsel anc~ c,i ~ ~ ~~~ ~l Dave tl~e obli~;atic7n ~tc~ t~1al~e ~c~c~-tarty efforts 

~,~ ~hea~lsei~ ~ ;o ze~oi~~e car reduce all clil'f~;realces related tc~ clisec~~rez•~f 
~,, ~!r?~~es are' t _~~' oid fiiin~ unnecessa~~ ~nc~~ion5. 

(2~ No mo ~ tc~ discoveev shall k~e filed un css couns~I ~~nal<i~a~; the anc}tics~z 
Itas ct~~7~~;t ~ ._~,` i~E~ opposing counsel ~t• has ale ~~tec~4 tc~ confer about tl~e 
c[i~cuvez-v iss€yes bet~~~ee~~ the~i~ ixt cet~~~l ire a mood-laity effort tc~ e izx~.i~i.ate o.~° 
red~:~ce t}~e area cif cc~ntro~-~;rs~-, and tc3 a~•ei~•e at a ~l~utuailr~ satislactc~ry resc~lutic~~~. 
Ifgl~e c,c~nsultati~»~s c~fcot~nsel do nc~t fi~l~~- resc~l~°e the discos-er~~ issues, counsel 
~~~~~ki_r~ a ciisec~~.~ery Enc~t►czn s1~a11 isle t~~ th t 7e ~'cz►.n z~sio~-~, as art c~:f tl~ei~~ ~nc~t.ic~~~ 
gapers. an ~.i'[zctar~~t. a cieclarat~c~~1. ~~• a c~.rtific~ate c~:f'a ~~art~~'s ~ttt~rnc:v su~iect tc~ 
tie c~bli~ations of Vcrmor~t R~~les csf Civil I'rc~ccd~.ire R~.~1e 1 I cergifvinxz that tI~c~~ 
YI~iT~ Ct}Tl~~l'.4'~C~ C)Y uitten~ tee{ tc~ confe~~ with cc~~~nsel. (or the ~3 ~~}si~i.~ art~~ .i.~~. ~n 
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effort in good faith to ~•esal~,-e 1~„~a~reen.~ent the issues raised t~~-' the n~otioY~ 
wit o~.it the i~ltervetltic»~ of the Con~tl~ission and stave t~ee~1 u~~at~le to reach ~~1 
~reeme~~t. If sQ~ne of tl~e issues raised. by the motion have bee~~ resolved bl~ 
a~eat~ent, the affidavit car cieclatat1c~1.~ shall s~ec~f~~ the; iss~res sc~ resolved ar~ci ~l~e; 
issues rer~lairzin 7 unl•esolve~i and the reasons foi• that. Tie affil avit or declaration 
sha:11 set forth tie date cat• dates of the coi~sultatioi~ ti~•it o~posin{,~ eo~i~~se , ai d tl~e 
names ~fthe ~~artici  ~a~~ts• 

~) Except ov en tl~e motion is based solely on 4f ~ _ i ,:lures described in subsection 
{P'~(4) c~:Ptl~is z-ule {:`F~i ~.~re c~fparty to alt ~ , ,«~~~ t e~ositic~~i or s~.~•~•e ans~~~ers 
tc~ int~t-ro~atc~ries or respond to iequesi , ~ ~ ~ . ~PZ"), inLmc~randa ~~rith respect 
to any discovei-~T matian shall cont: ~ ~ . ~ ~: ,nci4e ; ~ ~ , , ,ant of the n~.ture of the ease --~ -- —
and a s~eci~c listing c}fi cacti o(' I .~ ~,3s of'disco~c , ~ht or o~~os~c~, a~1d 
i rr~ccl atcl~~ followine each ~X~ . i ~ ~. ~ ioa~ sha.tl set ~~ ~rl l ~ ~ ~a~c~~1 ~~~1~~' the item 
sht~uld be allowed or disallo~~~ea 

_ 

( ~-I} Pend't~z~a~~eal. If are appe~ l ~ ~ ~ hecn talce~l ri : : ~ ~ ~ fain ssac~n circler,., wfare life 
taking of ~~~ appeal if the tin:_ ,__~  ̀has f1Qt e ,_ _ ~.nv~~ seekii~~ to take 
clisec~r~er}~ must ale a n~otio~i ~L , _ ~"c~rnn~is~ v~e;r~-ni.ssic~n a►~d Er►ust state the 
~Zeed for such ~iscaverv. 

{~~ ~~1"SC)C35 ~~E'~-01 ~~ '.,' i' , ~11 ~: i ' ~'i~lQt1~ ' 1': ~ { i . ~ i 

(1 ~'v'itl:~ i l~~ ~.::, i _ , ~ __ ~_~ ~ ~ onr. , ~ ~ ~ ~ one stag. : i . ;_,ositit~tls shall be tal~.e~~ before a. 
`~tstic~_ i ~. , ~_~ ~r ~►t,~t~r}'.~~i~ ~ ~, ~~• a person a~l~ointed by tl~e Coi~~~nission. 

(2 :._ ~_ i ; _ : { : ~ , ~ , 1 ~ , ~ ~ :_ ._ ~ , , . . ~e ositions sl~al l be t~k~.n before sc~~~~r:one 
~_ f 1L ~ ~_ ~ ~ ~ I, ~ _~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~, ~ ~ : ~ , _ ' ,,  the l~~vs t~f the ~pl~ce ti~•l~e~•e tl~e 
examrnui~ ~ , I ~,~ ( ~ - ; I . ._, ~ the t.nitec~ St~tc;s. c~: be:fc~re a persc>r~ 
appointed ~, _~ ~ ~: 

~~ ~. .,in€sterin;~ t I : ,. ~1 }}Lr;~c~n ap}~o3nted b~° t1-~e C~m~~~is~ic~n c~~• a c-c~i«~: as 
~. ~ ~rl in a~~~ ~ ohs (1 } and (?) cif phis sl~bsectic~rl leas x3c~~~~er to ad~t~ir~istc~-

c~atl~v . , , l `rice t. . ; ~ tong.. 

{4) ~~'t~rtten st~~, ~ '~~ i.uns. Unless tine Cc~n~€nission orders t~t11~~~«risL. the ~artres rtiav ~v 
w.~•itten st.i t~latic~n: 
t~) ~rov~de fihat depositions a~n~r- ~~ t3ke[~ l~~;fc~re any- ~er•sc~n. ~t a~~~' t.ur~e car 

place, ifpor~ at~y: Notice, c`If1£J IYI ~Il~~~ l~aanr~e~~ at~d ~~l~en sc} talc~,r~ ~-~zav be usccl. 
like othe~:~ de c~si~l.c~a.~s ~~c~d 

Cb) rnodifi~ t1~e proccdti~r~s ~at-ovid~c 1}~~ these r~,~[c.s ft~r other ~Zretl~c~c s o 
c~~ scc~vere~~ . 
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(J~ De~c~sitior~s ut~n oral exa~ni7latio~~. 
f 1 } L~n~;th of deposition. Ln~ess the Cc~~~~inission allo~g~s otherwise, eac1~ a~•al 

de~itic~z~ is lirr~iteci tc~ no more tl~a7~ seven hours. 

2l ~tj ~e~~ t e~o~itic~ns ina~~ be taken and whc~ may lze c~epc~sed. ~fte_r a case is filed. 
ara~,;~sa~-t~~ mav' take the test~z~,on~c~f~as~v e;rso~~ (inclt~din~ a part~r) ~~~Iio is 
offering evide~~ce, b~ cic;~asitror~ ~a~t~~1 arai ex~~ ~~ ~_~:ia~1. The attendance of 
~~~itnesses in~y be compelled by subpoena. -,~~ _: ~z~poena is ~~ot necessary for 
ccs~~n ellir.~~ the attctadance ~f a pax~y' c}ff~ ~ .fence ter a testifvin~T ~a~it~~ess 
~€~nsored Ii~~,arhT. ~;c~ ~nissian a~x ~ ! I =: ~.~~•itten cot~sei~t of the ~ersc~€1 
tc~ b~ €~eposecl) is ~~ec~uired fog• the d , , :, ~ Ei~n of of ~ ~ _„ ~ ~ ~. ~ r ii~c uc~it~`~, a party } ~~~ho is 
not testif~ritl~ car c~fferia~~ cvidc.roc~ 

Notice ofex~rnin~~tion: general i , ' ,.~.nei~ts; rner- 1 1 ~►c~~i~ ,_ ~~.~thoc ofrecarc{in<~; 
~~rod~:ictio~~ afdocumc;czts and tl~ir~ :_ Il r, nC;r;, , ~ , ; a:;.:~anira~~. I~~c~si~~.oz~ b~~ 
telcpla~le. 
{a) .1 pttrt~~ d~srri ~ : ~ ' _ ~i~ '_~~_~ ~; ~ __~~ of any person upon oval 

exa ina~i~x~ sh,~ ' : : ~ , , i ~~ ~ iii._ :~s e~.er~~ other ai~ty to the action 
at least l day's k.; ` r l ~- , _ , ~ ~ ~' , '; ~ _ ~ '_de asitiot~, unless the 
{~' -<ia~~ o~i•~i~~, ~ ~,~~~~ ~~__. I=~: : ~~ ~_ ~ ~a'~I. s€ate the time ar~d ~1ace 

~ ~;~,', i ~ ~ ~iw~ osi.;. ~~~ :~ ~ ' ' : ~_~ ~ ~r.~ ~~~i.arc~ss c~~Fea~h e~•sc~~1 ~o be 
~. , ~_i ~~, I i 1 ~7t~~~,-n, a.~ ;! ~. ~ : .7an~~. i~ f~;~~ ~z,~o~n~n, a a~e~lera description 

i _~ ~ ~ i ~ _ .I. ntif}l the ~o~l or tl~e particular class ar Trflu~~ to ~~~1~ich 
l ~~ ~ ~ i' ~. ;1['tlie ;:ten nc3tice seeks tnatr:ri~ls to be ~rrod~~ced, 
~ , ~ : ~ ~ _~ ~ ~ ( ~. ~ I _ ~ : ~ ~11ed ~o or nell~t~cd in tl~e notice. For ariv 
,~ ~_ _ , : , i ~~.,~ ° ~ ~~v a~a~~ty. ~~~~•iften notice served on alI 

~ ~ I _ . ,,. ~ . r . i~ ~.:i~~ ~art;~~ that is re~re~crttec~l b~~ cc~t~~~sel} is 
sufii __ ~ ~~ ~; ~ ~ , '- ~,b~c~e~~a is ~~ecess~r~'. I~or a~~y ether w°it~~ess, if a 
sum_  ~ at _ , ~ ec~ o~~ the aersr~~~ tc} be exami~~ed. tl~e desi~~n~tioil of 
t11e: tnatc~ ~, ! , i~, lie ~~.c~dueeci as set c~~-th i~l t[ze ~ul~ c~ena shall tie attae-l~ed 
tt~ «r i!~~°i~ ~,! ._:i in the notice. 

b~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~oo~-s that ~~~lten the part- ~,~~as served r~r3tl~ ~-~t~~ice unclog• this 
su~,~ - j~ :l){3) the ~r~~ evas uri~l~le tl~raL~~;[~ the caercisc t~ dili~er~ce to 
t~btait~ co~~.~~sel tt~ rte resent the r~i°ty ~~t Ll~e ta:i~at~ c}:~ t.t~e cie €~sltzon, tl~e 
t~e~~ositic~n n1a~- nit Ise ~ascd agai~~st the ~~a~~~ 

(c~ A c3ek~c}sitio~7 shall lie ~•ecc}~~cdeci steno~ra~Iiica l~~ ~~~~_le~s the notice c~F ts~l~i~~g 
states that it is tc~ tai ~•eco~•decl l~~' so~~x~d or 5c~u~~el-arid=~~rsual Jx~e~~1s. Tl~e 
~~al-ty taking; tt~~. cle~asition small t~e~:r the cast of ~-e;curc it~e. A~~1' I~art~r 
n~.av ~~rra~~~e ~c~r 4~ t~•ans~ri tic}n to !~e m~.de from tl.~e recc~r.•c in r of a 
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deposxtic3n taken. Div si~no~~•a~nhic ar nc~n-Stenc~~,ra llrc n~ea~-►s. If~a 
de asitic~n rs to be rcec~~•ded by non-stena~ra l~ mewls, tl~e notice cif talcin 
s11all specifi-: the ~netl~c~d of recordi~~ g'; t~,, he e€~►aipment tc~ be used; the 
~~arrae;, address. anci ern Io~~ez• of'tlle c~peiator t3f t1~e egtri ►~ne~~L, axed tl~e 
iden~i ~ of the ei•son ~vho will admitii:~ter the oath. The c~atl~ a~T be 
administered b~~ an at~t~rne~~ fc~r one of the pal°ties ~vho is a[sca ~ notary. 
tJ tin rnc~~ic~n c~1~ a ~az~ty or can ats o~•vn i~~itia~~c'l.. $'}l~ C. ~l'TIYI"f ISS1O71 ]I1c~V 

i~~~ t~se such adclitic~na.l conditions as ~ ~,-~ ~ ,ressary t~ ensure ttzat 
testirnon,~to bz recorded b~ nc~n-sty - _ ,;laic means will be accurate al~c~ 
trustwo~-thv ~tld tcs protect tl~e int~~~ ,. . ~'narties anti wit~zesse;;~. 

cl) l~nv ~art~~ ai• ~~~ fitness ~nay~ a ~ ~ ! ~ .~ i r ~~vn eY~ _ cc~nc,~a~~~-ently ~•ecarc[ a 
t~e~~os3tic~n ~i~l a .~netl~t~d ~ ~ ~ . ilan t11at being ~ ~_ I h~~ the ~art~' tak~z~~the 
deposition. X11 ~3artie~ > = ~_: ~ a~~d. the witness ~ I ~ ~c advised that t 1e 
concu~•~•enttecord~in~ is ~;~ if ~~ ~~>>~,'e. %1 person may.~! :~- ~- concurrent 
recordi~~~ s11aI1 }~erfr~i.t thy: }~ ~r~ ~ 'fitness tc~ ~,: ~ ~ the recordi~x~ 
and shall fur~~ i ! _~ du~Iicate t~~ ~s ar a~~v parh~ ~. ; ,west and 
tender afthe,~ ~ ~~.~ ~ ._ : ~toft~»._I~. ~i ! ~. . 

€e} Unless flther~vrsc ':-', , ~ i :~, ' ' ': ~ ~ i <' nc~sition shalt Eye cot~d~~cted 
~,~- ~ ~ .: : ~~meczne v~~f~, ;: 4-,~ ,,, ~ ~ . .. J _r _ - i ~ ~ ~ under this r~z ~ and shall _ -- - - — _ _ 
`_ ~ ,, . ~ , stai,e~ ~~~_ ~ ~:~ ~~ ~ I ~:.:~ ~r , ' ~-~. ~ h ~ ~.,~rs~n that includes: (i} the 

~'~ ~ ~ ~. , ; ~~~. I I >~.~ ~ ~,_ .~ ~,lures5; t.~? ~_~ ~. date< time, and dace oftlle 
,_` i i i ~ ~ ~ ~ _i ~ I ~ : ~ ~ ,~ i .ne c~epo~lent; (iv t~~ aclministratioi~ of tl~e 

t c i , , ~ i ,~ ~ ~ I , ixe;n~; aE~~~~) an ide:n~l~eat3c~~i of'al] ~,sos~s 
~ ~ •. ~ . ! ~ ~ , _ - ~ ~ , ~ i . ~ ~rded [~~- izfl~~-stc;no~;ra~hic rt~~ans, tl~~, 

~ i. 1~a11 ~°epeat items (i) tl~rc~u~,l~ iii at the 
i; , ~ i ~~ 1 . , ~ ~ I~ unrt of r~_ ..,rd~d take ~~• other recordi~~~ ~~t~ec~i~~~n. `Ill~e: 
ap~,~, ~ _ ._ ~ 'ar~or cif de~~c~l~ents or attc~rnevs shall ~~c~t ba distt~rted 
throu~;i ~ ~ e: ~ ~ ~_ :a U~ ; end-record n<,~ tecl~~~ic~ues. r~.t the e~~c cif the 
de ~ositi~ ~ ~. ~~~ ~ers~.,~l recc~rc3rn~ i11e clepc~sitic~n shall state, can the. ie;cc}rd 
t11at tl~c; ~ -. >i~ion is co;~zplete aid shall set foi~tl~ ar~v sti~ulatic~ns ~n~c~e b~T 

~~~nsez _, ; , ,._:er~ling tl~e custody of t1~~ tra~~sc~•i~t or recc~rdin~} acid any 
u ~ i cc~r~c-ernin~ c3tl~er ertinenC matters. ~4a~~c~t~jectro~~s, a~-~r- 
ci1~~ _ _ :~~J tl~e ~.~itness, the ~~,~itness's s `~~zat~.►re ide~ltifvr~ the cie ~c~s~ itio~ 
~s tl~e ~~~itr~ess"s c~«~~a or the statement c~:f~ tl~e ersc~n recce• in ~ t fie 
c(e~~ositic~ta that l5 r~c~i~rred ►f'the e~~itness does ~~ot ~i~n, ar~c~ tI-~e 
ccrti₹ication cif tl~c erso~~ recc~rdin~ the d.e asition s}~a~t tie sc,t fo~•t(~ in 
r~Yritiz~u tcz accc~ ~a~~~' a cue ~c~sitit~n rect~rc~ed by nc}n-ste.i~o Yra hic zx~earzs. 

(f3 The rio~icc tc~ a part~t- depone~lt ma~T lie ~ccorn}~a~~ied by a req~.~~st that the 
t~a.~.-t~' at the taix~~ t~'tl~e c~ec~~i~:ic~n t~r~c~.ice z~~ici ~3~.~•~nit inspe~tic~x~ ~atd 
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co~,~rin~ cif cles~~nated i~oc~ s ~a~~ers, doeu~~e~~ts, car tangible tE~in~s that 
coris~it~ate or contain n~atter~ ti~~ithir~ the sco,~e of discover~l. Tl~e partti- 
det~onent ~nay. ~~•ithin seven days after service cif the notice. s~r~~e a~~ the 
~arty takes the c(e~~osi.tion ~~°ritten. c~ ie;ction tc~ ~ns}~ectic~n or cc~p Ti.x~~ of 
any or aII of the desi~#Hated rnatersals. If o~jec~ior~ is ~nacie, tl~e part 
talcit~t~the de;~asition shall nc~t lie entitled to ins~~ec~ tl~~ materials eacen~ 
pursuant tc~ an carder af'the Con~~nission. _T11e art}~ taki~~~ the cle . c~s~ itior~ 
ina~- move at at~~~ tirr~e for an ardet~ w ti ~- ect co an~~ ol-~ ectic~~~ to the 
rec~ti2est o~• any' part of it, c~~~ al~v f~ii~~r_ ,', ,_' ~=ad~~ce orpelmit inspection a.s 
zec~ueste- d. 

>_l In ~ ~artv's notice, that ~art~. F ri~~~~e €~, I , ,~~enone~~~ a t~ltblic or t~rivaie 
cozporatia~~ or a partnersl:~ ~ _~~ assc~c~atia~~ or . ~rn~r~er.~t~t a~encv and 
designate with re~sonal ' ~ ~~~ticularit~~ tl~e in~t~ _ ~ : . ; ? ~vhicll examination 
is ret~uested. "I1he oi•~ani~ ~ i ~ ~ : -t~ narn~~► shall desi _ ~ . __ ~n~ ter more 
aff~icers clit•~.ctors, or ~r,an<~ ~ ~ ,_ ~_ ~~,2 ~ , ether e~•st,~ ~: '~c~ consent to 
testify ortl its 1_ . ,if, arld n~ai~ ~ ~. ~ ~_,j each person u. ~ ! _.rated, t11e 
matters on w~~ ~ ~.' ; ~_ersnn ,~. ;. ~ 1 ~ : ~ i r. "I`he ~aersoi~s so c~~sitTnated shall 
testif -~~ ~s to n~a~~ ~ ~ , I. n~ ,~,~ ~~ r ~ ~. ~ ~~ ~~~ ' arlailal3le io the c~r~aniratio~l. 
Tl1s para:~ra l ci~ ~'~ ~ i~ ~ ' < < • . . ~~ i : ~ ~,t~osition b~~ an' o 

~1~____ I Ili.' I~~ I I ~ ~ `ti' S~1 L1(~ - E' i:li'[~ (11~ ~ ~ `-~fl1i1YT11S51f)31111i~t% {U~J011 

~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ f r,!~,;~ -.:hat a de ~~,_:~ ~ i ~, ~~; ue take~l l~~ telephone a~~ other ~•e~note 
~. ~ ~ ~`nr ~,~.~ ~ uses c~i'thrs ~•ule, a cle~c~siiion taken ba~ such 

.:~ , ; i;~ ~ ~ ~. ~ : •~: tl~e cle:~c~nent is tc~ ai~si~~er quest~c~ns. 

I~xanlin~~ ; , ~~ , ~ .f :. ~; .~• : ~~~.~inati , r. : recc~zd of ~;:~anlination; c~athg obc;ctic~ns. 
{a) Exa=~~ ~ ~. i ~ ~ •r~ss-exa~niY~atiai~ of«°itnesses t~~aay rocc,et~i as 

Berl I711t,1 ' :: ~ a I~~,~ ~_i ~ ~ ~r~~c~er the ~i•c~vi5ians of the Vet~mc~nt 1~.ules ~f 
~~icten~ ,; . I 'he ~7~r>~,i~ recc~rc~'t~l~ the cle;}3t~sit~ol~, c~z• sc~mec~ne ~ctiz~a i~~~d~;r 
t}~e'rr c~Y• ~, ''1 and iY~ the t•~~Le~ence, shall but the ~~it~~ess c~i~ aat ~ a:nd shall 

n,•El I . ;;tiincm~' of tie ~~°it~~ess. `I'he t~stit~~or~~~ shall be t~kel~ 
~ ~ _ ~ ' ~ kuall~r or rccarclecl ~~~ a~~~- ether ~x~ea~~s a lot~~~eci k~~° this ~•ule. l f' 

ieo~~ ~- { !'~- c~tic; ~fthe parties. the testi~~lon~~ shall tie tratlseri~ed. 

bl :~11 ot~iectic3ns rnacle at tl~c tirrrie c~~~the e~a i~»tia~-~ to tl~e c~ualificatics~zs of 
tl~e ~c;rsc~~~ talcin€~ the c~epositic~~~. c~~ to clue ~nai~t~er of ~~kin~ it, c~~- to the 
evic~e~~~e ~t~esented, o~~ tc~ flee ec~nc~uct of anv p~~~~t~°. anti ~t~~~~ of ~~z• c~b~ectic~n 
tc~ t ~.e ~coeeedrn~s. s1-~al.l lie nc~tcd tsv tl~e }~ersc~~~ recc~rcf il~~ the cle ~ositic~n. 
E~~icle~~ce ob~c,cte;d to shall e talced~ subiect tQ the c~b~ectio~~s. In lic;u cif 
pa.~~icipatin~ i~~ t[~e c~r4~l e:~az-~~rnation, ~t~.x-ties t~l.av serve r~-ritte~i c~~.iesti~ns 
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~~1 a scaled enrTelc~~,e o~1 the ~arty takrn~ t}~e: d.eposrtic~t~. and the art~~ 
taking; tl}e deposition shall transmit tlic~n to the ~er~son recardin~ the 
c~epositic~n. ti~~l~o shall dive them to the ~~~iti~ess and r~c~~•d tl~e a:nsa~~ers 
°erl~atim. 

(.)~Siectic~ns~ motio~~ to t~rini~~ate o~~ limit exart~il~a~tion. 
ta) ~c~~r' ol~,~e:ctaoa~ tc~ evidence during a dc; ~c~sit~o~~ shall tic; stated eonci~e.ly 

a71d i~1 a nonat~wl~~~~en~tative and nonsu~{~,~, ~ ire rr~artc~er. r~ party rnav 
instrltct a de,~onent not to ~~t~s~~~er onl _ ._', :u,l ~~eces~ar~pres~rve a 
p~•i~~ile~e, tt~ enfic3rce a lirnitaiion n , nr~: directed by tl~e C;om~~irssic~n. 
car to present a Inotic~n under ~a ~ ,,__ ,~,~; ~1~~~~. 

(b} If the Cc~~-n ~ss~c~z~ finds ~~ ~ ~ ..,«duct has rm i ~ _ ~ , 1 or cielavcd the 
e~atninatr~~~ and leas p~ ~_ ~.~.i a fair exami~ ~~~ ~~ ~ I ~ e deponent, the 
Commission may extend i ~ : ~,. c~~• tal~:. . ~ _ the c ci~ .__ a i . ~n and ma~~ 
im case c~~~ tite persons ~-es}~c -~ i : ~ ~ ~ ~ . . ~ ~  pr. iate sane ~ . 

(c) rat any tinge d ~ ~ _.:_~positic~n.._ ~ _~ it~n of a ~arty or oi't1~e c~e~~onel~t 
and after• a slic ~.~ ~ ~, '~.^. exami ~ ~„ is being canducte,d in load (aitl~ a~• 
irl such manner ~.~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~, , ,, nba lass, car og ress the 
c~ ~ , ~, ~r ~~r ~arty. ; . ,. ~ ~ ~,i ~~ ~ ~,. . ~ 1 _ : t:l~e ~ei~san recczrc~rn~,~ tl~e 

;.~ ~.~.~ t:o stE~~~, , - i l ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ , ~ ~. ~~ ~l~a~- 1i~nit the scams 
,.._ ~ ~ ~ ~:._ i ~ ~ ~. the I ~ ~ ~: i ~ ~ ~, . it'tt,~ : ~. '.~r ter7l~inatr;s the examination. _. ~. _ _ 

i ; , I I I ~ ~ ~ ~-~ed the~~c _ I t~ : ,n1~ by order of tie Cc~t~~mission. Llpczn 
~ ! ~ =~rtirn G : ~ ~ ~ ~r depoEienC, tlae takin;~ c~f'tl~e de~c3sitic~r~ 

~. ~ , ~ , . I~~ ~ : ~ ~~ecessar~~ fo make a ~notic~lz for an order•. 

,: ~: : Subnz~s~ ~ ~, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~, ,, ~ . I ~ ~ : ; ~ ~ ~in~. ~v he:~~ the ~~aoxl-ster~o~raph~c recc~~•din 
of a de c~siE~ r . ~, , i i ~ !~~, ~;~r the tcstimoi~y in a ste~~~ r~aphic deposition is fully 
~.. ;Enscr bed, t#1, ~. ,~ , _ ~ ~ , , ,l , .:a.11 be sL~bm~ft~d to the ~~~itness far review- unless 

~. re~~ie~.~- rs , ~ ~ E t~~f tea;, ~vit~~ess a~~d the ~7arties. ~~~y cl._ laClf~es i~1 for~~€1 car 
sul , ~ ~~e that ~1-~ i~i~es~ desires to make shad die subrrtitt~;d in ~vritrn~ tc~ tl~e 
zers~,; ~ ~ rPe ~ 1 the de ositio~l ~vitl~ a sta.ten~ent sr~f~~ed b~~ the E~~itness of the 
~•e.asc~n~ i ~ ~ ~~ :~ s~;icl~ cha~~ges ~~~~tl-ain 30 day`s (ter sul~ issic~l~ of'tl~e 
deposit~a~i ~.~ ~'~, ~~-itness. The et•sc}i~ u~hc~ recorded t.t~e de c~siti€~n shall inciicat~; 
i~~ the cec-t.iticlte ~resc.~•ibeci b ~ subsection '.I 7 ti~~Iaethez~ any- chai3~es i~~e~•~ 
s«l~~r~itted and. r~'sc~. shall a~pet~d ti-►e cl~an~es arrc! tl~~; stat~;me«t of~reaso~ls. Tl~e 
de~ositic~n, car a ~vrYttet~ state~~~ent that a nc~n-stenc~~>r~:p(1ic do asitrcrl~ is tl~e 
ti~sitness's c~wn, shall then be stoned h~~ tl~e «,-afa~ess, unless tl~e ~G~~~ties b~ 
stipulation ~r•~a aJe t}xe si~t~ing car the v~~i~ncss is ill. cai~~~c~t ~e ~c~~:~t~d, or refines tc~ 
sign. Iftile tie usitic~~i ar staten~~;r~t is ~~at signed ~v t[~e ~.~i~rless v~-i~l~i~~ ;0 days of 
its submiss.~o~i tc~ the ~~~itness, the ersoa~. ~vk~o rect~rc~eci tl~e cie ~c~sitic~n s[7a1€sign at 
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and state an the r•ecc~rd t}x~ fact of the ~vatc'~r or of~ tl~e d~•irness's i lt~cs~ ~bs~;~~ce., 
or ref~,~sal to si~r~ ta~Y~ther ~vrth the r~asor~ if anv. iver~ far that refusal; and tl~e 
~d ositioi~ may them be used as fully' as t11ou~1~ signed ~.~nless the Cc~~n~nission 
orders ~t er~r.ise for ~-c~c~d cause s~iaw~a~. 

71 Ce~°tr~c~t►c~n anc~ ~Iii-~<~ by t~ersc~n ~~~ho reec~rdec the de~~osition; exhibits; c:o~ ~s; 
notice cif' fili~l~. 
{a~per5o~~ `~~l~v rccc~rded the dLpasiti~, ; ~ lI cet-tify that the witness ~~°as 

cu1v s~~a~•n in ~nc~ thai tl~e deposition ; ~ 'Lue record of the test~many 
~i~~en I~~j il~e ~~jit~~ess. Ti~is certi~ ~ ' I i. Inc in ~~~t•it~n~ anti ~~ccc~mpan~~ 
the record of the d.e; osition. L;_~1_I _~ ~ ~~ I ~ ~ ~ :e orde:E•ed by the 
Cotemission. t~~e person `~)~r .•_•v~dec the ~sitia~~ s1~a11 securel~~ seal 
t}te c~e~c~sitic~n in air en~~~'. ,, c ~acka~e cnu c~,~ith tl.~e title c~t'the 
actio7~ ~f~d. ~~narked "De ~, : : . . i ~~n of~here insc;rt r~.~ ~_-'fw•itness „ and shall 
promptly' ~ le it «•ith t11e <. _ ~ ~ ~, i ~sion ~r seed it to ~ , ~ i;+r~~-~~e~~ ~.~I~o 
arrar~~ fc~r the irar~scri~~t {. ~ `~ . ~ ~~ to tl~~; C;or~, ~ ~ ,, =nn iF i.t caz~i~c~t 
be sent tcs a d ~~~tecf attoit~~: ~. ,_ < 'i~ll store it urtdr;~ _ ..idrtians that 
protect it aka, ~ . _: ~esti i~c ~. i ~. ~ ~ ..,: ~ ~7erit~~, or dete~-ior~tion. 

(h} tJpfln the rc uc;s~ ~_i i .~ ~ i _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ? thin~:s produced. far inspection 
c~? ~' ~ ~ ~ ~ "~~:= elai~n i, ~.~ ~ . ~~ ~. ~ r ~ ~ ~. ; ~ .~~ ~ ,: . I 1 ' . : : ~~ ~.~r•kec~ for ident~ti~:ation and 

iepc~ . ~ . -.. . ~ ~' ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~_ i wc~ and cc~ ied k~v a~1y pa~~v, 
.~,; , , EZe persoi ~> , . ~. i~1~ tt~~ ~ ~ ~~rial;~ urishes to retain tl~~:~n t]le 
,: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~, 1~, ~ ~ ~ offer cc~-, ~ _ t ~~c r~larked fc~t~ is entf~cati~~~~ anc~ ~~f~nexed tQ 

Ali_ .J; ~~. ~ ~i to ~,, ~ ~. ,~, ri~itlaJs if'the }~ersc~n affc~zds icy all aT"~I~S 
i ~ !- ~ ~ ~. . I ~ ~ t ' - ~ ` 1 i '"t1eS ~,} CLIiTI~3aTISOt1 Ll•'lt~t t}l~ t7t'IL:1Tla1S, C}t' 

~ ~ ,. ' ~ ~ i ~ ., ~ " ~ ~t, ~ i;ec~ for itenti~catiu~~ after ~ivin~ to ea.cl~ _ __ 
, ~ ~~ ~ i ,

__ 
~ i' > is}: ~ _~.~t ti~~d copy t}~~m. in Fr~hich c;veilt the 

r~1a~t ~ I . ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ h~ used in the same manner as i~ anneaccl tc~ tl~e 
de osi~~ ,~_.~n~ ,~ - ~na~~ move fai• a~1 order that tl3e ori~~~~l be anneYec~ 
to and ~•. ~ ~ : ~=cd ~~~it1.~ the c~e}~ositit}n to the Commission, pending final 
:~iSpOS~~?~: _°f the case. 

c '. , , ~r~~ise ordered 1:~~ the Cc~m~r~issic3~1 car ti~zecci F~sJ the pa~-I.ies, tl~e 
~, ~ ; :_ Vo~•di~1~ the cle~~ositic~tl sl~~.11 retarr~ stent~~ra hie notes of"a~1~~ 

cue c~s.i.tiora ta~e~x ~tenc3 rL~ hacally car z~ cc~ ~- of the ~-ecc~rcii~~~ ~t'~nv 
deposition talLcn ~1 ~r a~zv tither rnetl~i~d. ~fte:r ~~v~a~~nC c~f~•eascsnable: 
chap• xe~ s• th~_persc~i~ ti~•ho recorded tine de~c~sitic~n sI~aII fuf-f~ish a cc}~~~ cif the 
trx~~~sc~~i t ter other reco.~• zn 7 of t ~.e de c~sitic~n to <i~ t~ ac v car tc, tie 
dcane~~~. 
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{I~) De tssit:~o~~ u}}can wr2tt~n quesflc~ris. 1:('a ~~art~- wishes to tak.c a de ~c €sn upon ~~~z•itta.n 
u.estie~t~s 'that. a~~~ must file a ~notioi~ u,-ith ttze ComYnission ~-e uestin~ ermiss on to do 

so. 

(L} li5e of ce~c~sitic~n~, 
~1} Evic~entiars~ Lase. ~'~~ the hearing or upon t1~e hea~~in~, of a nzatit~~~ ~~• an 

~f11ET~t)CCL~:OC'Y ~3Y't3CGG`C"Ill.1~, an~„~art or all csf a cie~~ositic3 (~f adrrs.issibie un€~e~• the 
rules ofe~~iclellct a lied as tl~ou~h the e~i~nes~ _.~ . e the~~ ~~~~esent a~1d testif~irt~) 
~na~r be used a,~~inst an}~al~ty ~vl~o a~as pie _ ,~ repr~s~nted at tlae takin;~ of tl~e 
de~c~sit~c~z~ az• ~~'ho had due nc~ ice of.' it, in _ ~ 'hnc~ with as~`Y of'the fo1 t~~~ti•in~ 
~rov~si€~~1s: 
(a} l~n~' de,~osttian may be Ltsec~ ~ _:~ ~ ~ ~ ~art~_, r_ ~ I e pur~ase of co~~tradicti~~~; 

OC 1.1t1~?~~CIlIPl~ CI1G. tt'.SIIP~ ~ ! the demon ~-itn~ss o~~ f'or anv c~tl~et• 
,~rp€~se peri~littecl l~~l ~ rmont Itu.les of I_'_~ 

fib) Tl~e de~~osit~i~3n o~('a ~~art~r o~~ ~ ~~,;~vc~r ~ l~c~ at the trn~~ ' ~:~kin fhe 
dcpositic~n t~r~ ~ c~fticc~-. d~ ~. ~ +~;~na ii~o: a~en~. c. ~ ~,erson 
e esi~i~ated ur_~ ~ ,~¢ctfr>r~ r I~~ ~_ ~ i_ this rule to testify on behalf of a 
public car  s~ric.a~4 ~, ~ i , ; , : ; ~, . ~ . assc3ciatio~~, or ~averr~ ental 
aYe, 11cti~ that is a t„ _I ~ .~ ! ~ ~ ~_' ~, a •et se,party for at~~~ ~ti~r~4se. 

1ti.~ ~.'r. !,lll O{~ ~ :.' , . . ~ ; ~~ i l i : ~ !' ~ ca ~)c~t"CV~c`lV ~ L7Sf;Cj ~1~' iill},

~~ ~ ~I I ; ~ i. ~ ~i ~~ ~1C18~ i t ~~lc ~ ' i ~~1tiSSl< < . ~ ~}~S t~a~ ~~20 1~Vitt'1CSS {~ 1S 

~~- ~i~ I ~_~ ~_ ~ ~iir~~ o~ rL~ '_ ~~ ~n -emiss~ifln o~n ~I~e,~~round of privile ~e ~'roi~ 
. ~ , ,~,, , ~ , ~ ~ r:rn~ r}~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~vt rnatt~z• ofthe ~{e~~ositic~ ; or (i3) ~~~rsist5 in 

i ~ ; ;, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , _' ~ ~ ' ; ? , ~?~ ~ubjcct inattc~~ flf the cJepositior~ dcs~ite 
~~ ~~ ~ ~ .~ ~ r ~ ~ a~ so; a~• (iris testifies Q a lack of ~nen~ory 

c, ~ ~, ~ ~ ~ . c~ , r ~ ~i~~ . i.~~asition• o~~ (iti'} is ~~a~al~Ie tc~ be }~~•ese:nt at t1~e 
l~ea~ i ~ ~ `, ~ ; ~~ : ~ ~ ~ ~ . _..i ~ati1 car them-exi stile ~1~~- sica l ar mental it lr~ess car 
in#ir i~ ,, , , ~ _ gent from the 1~earin;r anc~ tl~e ~s~•t>~aan~n~ of the 
depositi, ~ ~, ~ec;n unaIe to r~~roeure t11~: ~~~itness`s atta;nd~7~.ce bv~ ~rc~ce4s 
,.-.r other ,:, :.,ruble means. A clet~one7lt i~ ~~c}t ur~ai~ailal~le as a ~~:•itness if 

~v~r~ u~, re#lzsal. claim of lacIt of Ine~nc~r~~. inal~ilit~, ar ~(~~e~~ce is 
~ ~ ; r•c~cc~re~-nent c~~• ~~~roa~~doin~ cif # a.e; kc~paner~t o:f the cie ~as~ itic~~~ 
for i ', _ ~ pose cif 3r~;venti~l the v~~itness from a~tendi~~ J ar testifi-in ~. 

(cl~ If't~nJti~.~ac~ cif a de~ositio~3 is c~lfered iz~ e~-idence I~~• a party. an adverse; 
party may T~gtl.lC0 tI1~ ~~~~Tt?t t~ IYIt['4CJL1C~ c2t1y C3~I'l~l }}Ei,P'~ t~1a~ SI1OL€Id, i~1 
fai~•~~ess. ~e cc3nsiciered 1~~i.th t i.e ~sart i..~~troci~~c~c~. Inc a~~v ~art~l x~~av 
intrc~ci~:tce ~t~~~ other p~t~ts. 



Effective: 9/15/2018 Vermont Rule 2.~-

~'ro used ~:)r~ft of 8.24/2022 Public Utility Commission Page 60 

Vie} Sul~stitutic3n c3:P attics does loot a:~f~ct tl~c right to use de c~sition.s 
previQusi~' ~aicen. ~~1 depositiQ~~ pceviolisly tal~.en may also Eye used as 
permitt~c~ by tie ~~erinon~t Rtales of Evidence. 

{2} (3bjeetians to adr~tiss [~ilit~. ~~1 flt~jectiol~ i~1av Fie ~ilade at a [~eari~l~ tc~ recc;rvin~ 
i~~ epic e~lce ai1~T depc~sitio~~ ar part cif it for al~v i•ea.san that ~~~aulc~ ree~iaire t ie 
exclusrc~n cif lte: ev~a.de:~zce i1'the ~~•~tness «•erg prese~lt and te:stifvi.~~~. 

3l Form of aresentatic~n. Bxcent as o~herwise c: , ~ ~: ~.~:~ b~' tale C,O1111Ti1SS1O11,__~~~arty 

oCie~•ing de~~c~si~ic~n testamcsn~:~ ~ursr~ant t~ ~ I ~ i.' inav of`1er it in ster3o~r~~~l~ic or 
nan-steno~rapl~ic form, bL€t. if its r~a~~-s ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ arm, t 1c; partti= shall also 
provide the Cammissifl~l with a tra ~ ._~__~ r~i of the ~ ~ ~ : °~s sa Offered. 

f4) Effect o e~~c~~•s and. irret~lariti ; i ,~ ~,~epositic~~zs. 
{al t'~s to notice. ~Il errors ~~~ ~ ~,ulariti~  ̀ '- ~ `he nc;i ; F~~r t~~kil~~, a 

d~;positian are i~ai~Jed unl,. .. ~'nn . ' i _ ti«n is prc,a. ~ ~; , ~er~~ec on the 
party ~,it~in~ii ~. ,~trce. 

(l~) As tt~ disqualif ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ , , ; ~ r. ' ~ ~~~ 1:}l~ C~~~?~S111OE1. O~7~~C1:I£)I7 CC7 

takrn~a~ a cle a:~iti,.;_ ,j! , .!: ~I i , !~,r~ ~fthe ersan befo~•c; ~.~Iza~n 
11 `, J i '~:' ~c~~C~ll --

—`'~_~ i i ~ i ~ . - . i 1 1 ._~ . ~ . ' i ~,.' i `_ ~ t~~~OS1tI~Y1 ~3~t 111S f}t' il3 

~ i . - ~.~ :i ~~~ aSth~ { j.., ~; ~ i . , I ' ~ , ;, ' , , ~, i~.skl3~'4Vt7Ol'COU.lE~13G

I: .:~'~ ,̀ ~ Ir~I C~i1SO]! , i i i ~t1"IGG. 

i , , : ~ i ~ ~ _ . : te;ncv of a ~~~itn~ss ar to the ec~rn~e;tc~lev, 
1 ~: :, _~ i ~ i ~ , of ~estimonv ~~~~ nc~t ~~aiti•ed v failure tc~ 

i ~. ; ~ . I ~.<~ ~ , ~~~r~:- ~, ~;a~~rin~ the to i~~~ cat tl~e depc~sifiaaa~, ~~~~less the 
~ . ~.I~~ ab ectit~n rs tine that mi~:ht gave beers obviated or 

~ ~ ~. ~, ~_ ;.J i ~ ; , ~ ~ ~sented at that tine. 

r;:i~_____ ~ ~ _ ~~ 3 ~r~d irregularities occurrin« at the oral exam «atic~~1 ire the 
! ~ - ,-?:,~r cif taking t13e cieposrtic~n. in t17~ farm cif tl~e questions o~• 

r~ ~ .~~ ers i~~ the oath ter afEir~natrc~n car ►Ez the cc~ncluct o(` ~~arf ie~. and 
r~r5 of an~~ kind that r~~i~ht lie ab~~iated, ie~r~c~ved, or cured if 

t~ron~~t1~'..t~~•e~e.r~te~. i1Ce 4ticl.it~'~€~ UTII~SS til71~.I4" C?I)j~C:~IE)]7. 1E} ~~~111 iS 

made at the t~ki.~~~ of'the ciet c~sitic~~1. 

{zii~ U i~ectic~~as tc> tl.~e farm o~ ~~~ritte~~ c~iestic~n~ ire t~~aivec~ un.l.ess 
s~r~-~.ci i~~ ~~~ritin~ can t}~c dart f ~•~~oundin~ tl~etn ~~~itl~fn t}~e ti~x~te 
a Ec~~~red f'~c se~~~°in~ the succeedi~~; gross or other questic~i~s ~zd 
~-itl~in :~e~-en c~a~'s a(-le~ se~~vi.ce of tk~e last c~uestic~~~s authc~ri:reci. 
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~s to co~z~letioi~ and return of enasition. Ei-~o1~s ar~d irre~~,ilarities iii the 

manner rn u-hicll the t~stitnonv is tra~~sc~•tbed or the c~e~sositian is ~re~ared, 
si~z~ed, ce~~rfied seaieci e~.~do~•se , transmitted. tiled. car other«rise dealt 
~l'1t~1 F?y' $I1G (3c,CSt3t1 l'~COI'tIt11~ ~I2~ CI~~7051t1i~I1 aC0 V4~c~:IVt;£~ UYlI~SS s~ 121~tt0t1 ~O 

suppress the c~epositia~l o~• soi~~e part of it is treacle with r~asoi~able 
prc}ropiness after s~ict~ def:'ect is, car ~~it}~ d~~~ diligence mi~l~t have t~ee~1.. 
ascct-tait~e;d. 

(N1,~ Interrogate}rics. 
(1 } Number. .4t the ~•~,quest of a ~art~- ar o. . . ~ ~~,. n ~ i - ati~Te, tl~e t~oa~n~lissinn may 

restrict the number of ~~-ritten i~~terr~ ~ ; ; ies, inc ~ ~ ~ ~ t~1I sul~~~arts, that a ~arty 
may ser~~e on a1~~f other ~a~~tv ~e ~ .6 of discaver~ 

(2) r~~~ailabilit~prc~c:edures for ~tse. `~ ~ ~'-- ~;_ ~ tv m~j1 serve on :_~_~ ̀ __ ~_1lerparty that is 
oI'4~:rr`n~ e~rrclencc: ~~r~-ztten ia~terrc~~~i ;. ~ ~~ t, , M~~~,rcd b~ tl~ . ~rt:~' ser~•ed c~r—
ifthe path° se;rv~d i~ ' ~ ~.~i~l c or priva~~. .-: ~ ;~;~~~, a partners~~ : ~-_-~n assi~cfatic~n. 
c~~c~vet•~1~neittal a~;e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~,e a~~s~~Je._:. , ~ €officer ar went of ti~at 
or~a~~ixatic~n ~~- ~t~ shall .~ , ~,..i '~ ;uc'h ~r, ~; ~~~~ ~ i ~~:~~ ~s is a~•ailablc; tc~ tl~~ ~ar~v. 
After ~th~ case begins i~~~. : ~ ~ ~ r i ,• , , ~ ~:; ~ ~ ~nav~ of ~l~e Comn~iss oil, fie; 
served on ~ ~- rt-y that i~ . ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _~ ~ ~ _ _ n .. _ ~ -sign ap~rava[ (ter the 
~~=ritte,~: ~~~ ~.. , ; i;e~~. , ~ ~ ~~ ~ I . ~ ~ ~ ? i~~ie.t•ro~att}ries~ is rec~uiredtc3 

serve ' ~:~~ r ~ ~ ~ i ,~. ~ ~ ~ ,;link a E~, ! v~'ho is not testifvY, i11~ 01' 

~~• : . ~~ i ~ ~ . ,. ,~~ ~ ~` ,. ~ i ~ " , . ~ ~ ,~a~c3ry shall be at~sti~,~ered separate1~J ar~cl 
~~~'~ ' ~` _ ' ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~, ~~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ , : ~'~~ectec( to, in ~~~hic-1~~ event tl~e reasa~~s fog• 
objecT,re~~ ~ ' i ~~~ ~ ~ ~ i~t la~u t, ;: - a~.~s~~-er. Tt~e int~rro~~te~r~- I~ex~~~ ansc~•~:~~ec~, 
or ob~e:cteci . -_ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~~ ' ~ reduced t~eft~r~ the ai~s~ver car c~bjectrc~n. Tl~e ansti~-ers 

_r to be si~~~` ~_~ , f_~ ~ making them. anti. the t~bjections si~t~t~c~ v tl~e 
new or tl•c ~ ,azt~- it u~~re~~resented) .~n~ki~~~thea~l. 1~hc }3art~r c~~~ ~~~hc~m tt~e 

ira ~=~tat~ies h , ~ L?e~~~ served shall serve a co~„v of fhe ansu~crs. anci c3~i'eci tit~r~s 
if a~~ . 1~in 3~ s after the service of tl~e int~rro~E~~~~~~ies. 'I~l~e Ct~~nmis~ic~~~ 
~Z~a~~ ails; ~ ►• car lc~n~c~• trrrse:. The ,~~art~~ sul~mitti~l~ the infier~•c~~atc~rir,s mare 
move fc~r ~~ ~ '~E• ~~:•it respect ~c~ anv obj~c~€o1~ tt~ car t~th~:r failure to a~sv~=c~• a~ 
i ~a Yerrt~ sT~itc~t`v . 

Scope; use at t~•iai. I~lterro`,~atc~ries r~~a~~ relate to anv ~~latters_cl~at cat~_be_ ~~c~isired 
intz~ unc~ez• the ~~~i[es cif discc~vez•}~, anc{tae ansure.~•5 ~7~z~v be x~sed tc~ t1~e extent 
~e:r~r~itted 1~~~ the r~it~;s cif'evidence. ~n c~tl~er~~jrse prt}p~:x• interrc~„sator~ - ~a 3t 
~~cce5sarii r c~b~cctc}~~able (nerely~ t~eeause a1~ anso~rec to the intct-ro atc~r - i~~vat~cs 
~~~~ c~ ~ni~r, ~r co~7tentzc~n that relates to fs~ct car the a l c~~tic}n cif la~~~ tc~ ['ac1:. ~u~ 
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the C:om iss.lo~~ ~.t~av t~rciez• tiny stash an ii~terrc~~atary need nc~t lie ans«-eze:d until 
after dcsianated disco~•er ~ has been cc~n~ le~ed ~ntit af'cer a st~at~as confercncc, t~~• 
until anatl~er later time. 

51 Or~tio€1 to ~r€~cluce business t-ecards. t~'l~ere tl~~, ans~.~~r to an intc~•~•c~~atory r~1a~~ ~c 
cler•i~e~ or ascertained frc~t~~ the b~asi~~ess rect~rc~s, including eleetronicall`- stor~c~ 
in~for ~atic~~~. cif the ~art~~ can ~r•~hom t;i~e ir~terrt~~ata~~~ has be~~~ ser~~ec c}r firc~rr~. an 
e~~~nit~atian, au.clit, or inspcctic~l~ of such bush ~corcls, ia~clud'tn~ a 
ca dilation, a[~stract. c~~• si~mm~rZ- of them. ~ ~: , ~', ~. I~u~•den of c~erivin~; or 
ascer~tain.i~.~~ the aa~s~r~er is suk~stal~tiall~~ tl~~ , ~, ' ~'ar the~artv ~er~,~i~a~ tl~e 
i~~terro„~atory as for tl~e arty sc~•y ed, it ~ . ~ i ~ ~ ~~ ans~~~e~ to such intr;rr€~~~toi•v ~ _ _ 
tc~ s~ecifv the records from ~~ rich t' _,~;~.yer Ana; ' :, _'~tived or ~.sc~rtainetl a~~d tc~ 
a('forci to the ~~a~-t~~ ser~~i~~6 the i~~~~ wtory reasc~na~ noi~tunity to exami~~te.. 
a.ud:it, or inspect s~a.eh records ;~~ :_ ~ make copies, coy ~~, ~ -t€~s. ~l~stracts, ar 
sL~n~i~n~ries. .~ specification sl~ui ~ ~ ~ i ~ suf~cie~lt ~.'~; i ail tc~ i , ~'rt the interro~;~~tinz,~ 
pac~v to locate acid to ade:nta:fv, as ~ . .i _, .~~ ~ ~ ? ~at~~~ sei ~ ~ :- !`~e rect~rds fr~tn 
which the answer ~nr, assert t:a i n, ~. ~ . 

;hF~ I?radtrctic~~~ of'c~cuments and ~~, i ~~_~, :~ , ~~1 . ~ r ,. ~ I,~,~ 
~ l ) scope. Anv ~art~:• ~na~. ~ ~ ~ , 1 ~ , ~ f~. ~ ~ ~ ri ~ ~_t is afferi~~~ evide~~ce a request 

{a} ~to Vic' I~ ~;. . ~~:-~d ~~rn~ i ~_ I _ i ;~ ~ ~ . „:~_~ ~ -=, or sa~~~eone acting an the 
l :C}UG~ 1 '~c " i ; l i ' ~ ~15 t:C.l. `"~' i~ l ~ :;~ ~ i ' ~,"If)'  C~~'Sl~llc`i~'~C E~OCUITlG'il~S OP 

C~~C~I i t ~ ~''. . 1 i': ~ 1 41"(71211 l ily I t l .,~lIl„?. 4; ' ~ ~5. C~1'c3~\•'II7~,7,SL£~Pa~}1S, C~liIC~S. 

 phot~~ ~ ._, ~ :_un~l r~~.~ordi~~~~~_~ ; ~, ~,:~, a1~cl other data o~• data cc~m~pilatians stared 
lYl.r~tiv~~i ."i , ~ ~ ~ ~ ?~'~t iYt[; ~.~ ilt:~ i i~~i1C~Y1 ~?~~~?~3~Y1~t~ ll•~i~Slc~l~t{,T~~IIGC~SS~rV 

~ i ~ '. I i i I ~, ~ ~ . I ~ °t f4P171 OT tCl 2YIS~3eC~ ~Ilt"~ Cfl~3y', ~05T. OT 

~ar~~~:~j,~ ,; ~.f ~ ; r :_~~. i t ~: ' , . ~. ~ ~tiat constitute car contain matters ~ti~ithin tl~~ _ __ --- -
sc-o~~ c~, ~ ~ . ~ ~.~ , ~ .. ~~ t11~: _.~essic3n, custoc ~`. or control c~f~the pa~•t~' can 
o~-hc~rn tl~e r,. -° ~ ~ '- '';.. ~r l~) to ert~zit entry- ors desi~~latec~ Ia~ad of ether 
'~,;•npe~~t~~ in tl~l ~ ._ ,iL~__ ~ ~c~ntrol oY the par-ty tin ~~~11o~n the ret~uest is set~-~d 
. `,e ~u~•7} ase: ~ :~~~:cti~~~~ a3~c. ~~~easurza~~. s~irvevrn~, phc~tc~~~•a}~hin;~, tesfiir~t~, o~• 
:~~.~ ~ . : !_ n~ the ~~•~ ; y ai• anv designated ob"~ep~ .t o~• csperatic~n tt~ereo7t, d~°itllin tl~e 

~• 
sc_Op~ ~; r:~;t;~ __ 

(~) 'I'l~e requeat rx~a~', r~-it[~c~ut 1ea~~e c~(~the Gc~n~~~~issicxn. e ~e~~~led czn an~~a~-ty 
C~1~12 3S C?:E'.fex•in~ evil once in tl~e: k7r•~ceedin~. The request s gall sit lo~-th 111e 
1tGiTIS tt7 ~~ t1~S~3CCt~L~ ~Ifll~t' I?ti~ It~f~lvid.u.al ite~~z ot- I~ti- ~c ~te~orv, ~r~c~ 

escrif~e each rtem az~ cate~ary with. ~~easc~.i.~ab e partictalarity. `.l"he z•ec~uest 
s 7a11 speci~e~ ~ reas~~zal~le time, }~lac~, and ma~i~ier of~ akinU tl~e 
inspection a~icl pctfc~~-~nri~<~ tl~e relayed acts. The rec~~.~est rsiati~ s~~eci#v the 
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form. oz• [oz•~.ns in G~~I~icl~ electronacall~' stared t.z~fc~.~•~natic~n i~ to be 
produced. 

bbl The at-t~r can ~~hc~~-n a zequest ~s served. shall. roe idea 1~~ra.tte~.~ ze;s~~onsc: 
v~~ /thin 3t} dati=s after the servree; t~f tl~e request. The Co~rttnissit~n may 
a11ow~ a charter or longer• tri~1e. I~or e~cl~ i~em car cate~;~r~~, the ies~~oi~se 
mast e:itllc;r state that i s~ectioi~ a~~d related acti~~itres ~~~ill ~e pera~titteci as 
rec~uest~d car state with spceiticitti~ the ^~ ~ ' ~ls for ob'c7 e~in~ to tt~~ re  ~cLiest, 
including tI~e reasons. The responrlrr: ,_i , : ~~= ma~~ stafe that it will rad~uce 
copies c3~ dc~cu~mez~ts az• 0[~~: cct~•~~ , ~ . ~~! , ~~tc~red nf~r~r~atic~n ia~ste;ad o~(' 
~erinitti~l~ ins~eetion, ~rovidcd ~ i ~,, ~ ~ ~ ~ ,~ ~win~ by tl~e requesting ~art~ 
of a r~asana6le need, the C_ ~~ i ..,ian n~a _I:;r ins~~ectic~n. fln obiectie~r~ 
rr~r~st state r~~hether a~.~v r~ ~ ~~, ,~ .~~e materials .~ ~:. -~. ~~~ ~r2thheld and the 
basis of that ~b7eecion ~. ~r ~ ;tic~n is ~nacle to ~. ~~ ~' an it~.m a~• cate~or~~. 
the c~b,~ectic~n ar~i~st specie . I ~ ~, - ~` and nvt•~~~it inspc. _ r , ~ -1 of the rest. Eai~~ 
~ecif c req~.~est sl~all be refit . ~ ~ _ ~i l~ ~ ~ the ~•cg c~~a:: ~f' ~~ijectic~n i.s 
rt~ade to the r~._~:~~ <<~ted fat•~n oc , ~ ~rc~ducin~ eleci~ _ ~, ~all~~ s~oced 
i~lfor~nation— '~ _~~~ '=~~~•~n way ., ~ i,~ .i its the re~,uest—the ~~es~ao~idin~ 
~3T1;4' I11C15~ S~.c`1~L ~~ ~ ,. ,?' i i l'i i '' . -'!7t~S fit) llS~. T~1f; ~}~1"l'y Sll~)lI1Tl~:llt].{,? ,. 
the ~•eques~ r~ia~ ~ ~. ~~ _ ~~ ~ j, I~:! ~' ~.- ', ~' . , = rile ~~~itl~ rc~pec~ to any 
O~^ ~ s . ~' ,:, ~O t)Y Ot~la i I _t I ~ t! ~ ~ t . . ~ ~ _j i ~. i I i '£llit'.,Sf OP aill'' 17ijif t~1~Y~O~. 

i i i X113 j'O ~I. i i - ;.' a I~ ~ _ _,JI I ' ~;d. 

~~} `_ ~ ' - ~ ~ , .I !% i ': ~ _._ ~3.~'Y~G,. OI' t~1~ t,4I1~111iSSlOri Ot~I~Y~~`IS~ ~YC~eI'S: 

~,; ~ ~ ~ !~~ , ;,; , _i , , ,.~ocu~-~~~.~ts for ins~~ectian shall t~rescluce them 
~ ' . i r ~ ! ~ ~ . . ~~a I course of F~usiness car s[zal l c~~ ~anize 

:~~ ~ ; , ,,,_ ~, , ~.,~c~t~ci with t~~e categories in the request; 

i~ ~ . ~, ~ ~ . , does r~c~t s~aecifv tl~e farm or forr~~s for ~rodl~cin~ 
- ~iL . C ~ ,torecl ri~fo~•~natic~n. ~~ ies~~~~~ldi~~~ai-ty ~I~ust ~rc~ciuce 
t ~. ~ .~ }i•n~ai~un in a f'oz71~ car f~r~~ns in ~~°hicl.~ it is c~rdi~3arii~• 
r1:,i , :ained ar in a t~rrn ~r fc~~-~ns that arc reasona~l~' us~t~le; and 

{ ~' ;; ~ ~~~tv ne;ed ~~ot ~~c~cluc~ the s~~~~e ela,ct~-c~nicall}~ stare;d 
~rortn~tit~n it1 t-rtore than cane foit~l. 

~t~) Requests :~c~r ac~znission. 
~l } Rec~ues~ fog- adm ssic~r~. ;~ ~~rty may' se~~ve on viz,- _~c tlzer a:ct}~ a x~vritte~z re acct fc~r 

the ~.di~is~~c~n, ~'c~r t~urt~oses c}f the penc[i~i~ aciran c~nl~~ o~'il~e truth ot'an~~ mattet•s 
r~rithin the scone c~f'discover~~ set fat~th in tt€e; rest that relate tcs state;meazts ot• 
~i~7ions of fact car of the a~s~l.icatron of law tc~ fact li1CIl.FC~llli~ tl1c; ~~1111I1~GI1GS5 flf 

a~~<<~ r~c~cuz~n~.a~ts descz-iF~ed in ~l~e rec acct. C~ ins c7f c~c~c~.~~~nent;; sh~~l[ ~e served 
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~jith ttie regtEeyt unless the}r lave k~e~.n or are: c~the~•e-i7ise fiu~~~isl~ed ~r made 
available far i~~s ection and eo ring. T'I~e ~•e Lt~S$ I11c~V. ~~ILllvlit ~c`tVC C?~tll~ 

Coin issi~s~~, b~ served on ai~~' ~~r after the case be~~.ii~s. 

(2) Form ot'reque5ts atxxci ~nse~~-ers. _ Each matter cif_' w•tiic-l7 an admiss.ioi~ is g•ectuested 
shad! be se ara~e~ set firth. The ~r~atter is admitted. u~lIess. ~~-ithi~~ 30 c~a Ts after 
service of tl~e rec~l~est. ar• ti~~ithi~~ such shorter or 1on~er tine ~.s t1~~ Cc~rnn~ission 
m~~ al[o~v, the ~ait~' tc~ ~r-hc,rrn il~L request is dirE ~d ser~~cs oi~ the ar-ty 
reques~in 7 the admissiat~ a w~ it~~n ans~~er ar_~. ~ i ~ _ ~ F~~z addressed t~ the matter. 
si~;necl by the party or by tie party's attorn~•. . -- !e request hein~ addressed shall 
be reproduced before the c~bjectic~n car ~; , _ ~ . , ,1~~cction is made, t11e reasons 
fi r it shalt be st~tecl. The answer s~,~il ~~ ;~ii'ica~ ~, ;_nv the matter ar sec~fc~rth in 
detail the reasons tivhy tl~e a~~s«rei ~ ~ ~_,~~.rt~' cannot try. .~.'~~ lti admit or ce~1~'the 
mattee. A. de;xzi~I s11a11 fairl~~~n ~ .: substance of th., ~ ~ , ~, ~stccl ad~nissian, ar►d 
~~~l~ei~ ~ooc faith regiii~~es that ~ t ,. , ~ nl~alifv an at3se~cr ~: ~ ~ ~~T on i~ a tart of the 
(natter t~f ~~~hicla ~n ad~~~issic~n is r u ~ ~.~_ed, tl~~ ,:~rt~~ shat! s; ~ ;• so much cif it as 
is t~~ue ~..i~d t t~alifv car ~l~ny t}~e ~•en~a~~~.'_-~ ' ,? ,~.verizl~ part• ~ ~t~c ~i~-e lack 
of ~:t1fo~-~naticsn or kn , ~,~ as a rec ,~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ r ',~ilure t~ admit or ~e~~ti- L~nlc;ss the 
t~a~-t~~ states that the ~~a~ _ >> ~~~~~ , __ ~, ~. ' ;,_'~ttuir}~ a~ad that the infortnatron 
k.r~a~~,~n o~r ~-eadily c~btair,. ~ ~ . _~ ~ ,,~~ ~, ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~,~> > ~~: tent to e~al~le tl~r: p~rf:~ tc~ 
aclrtiit ar d~7~?: ~~a~-t~, --, I . ~ ~~~:-, ~ ~. ~.~ ~ , n . r< <: ~=,f  ~~rhicil an ~drnissian has 
l7eet~ r~, ~ ~ ~:_ ' _^~nt~ e~ ;~ ~ : ~ _ ~ . , , , , ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ .iay t~c~t, on that arc - -~-
alc)n~ ~ ~ ~. i ~~ ` ~ ~._~ Wiest; t; ~ '~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I !' ' ~ : Matter car Set (oi~tt~ reasc)ns 

~/ic~t-~ -~ ~ ~~~ ~ I ,: ~_ ~ ~ , . ~ _:. i`l~e i~art~~ who his requested t}~~ acltnissions 
i , .r. i ~ ~~ ~ ~ . ~ i. n cif t1~►e ansi~~er5 oz• al~jectic~ns. U~~less the 

l,.:c~ic~~~~,: ~ ~ ~ , ~. ~ , . ~; ~. ,. ~~ ~, -"..i,~~~ is justi₹ied, t~~e C`oinrr~issic~n shall ordet-
t ~~t an .d~~ , . ~: ~ ~~ :J. f ' .he C. ~._:~i~nissioi~ dete~•~nines tf~at an ans~~~e1• c~o~s ~~ot 
C:C)t2l}JI}f r~~[tl, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~.~nt5 af'tllis rule, the Cc~rnanissiar~ may' circler either that 

~° ma~~tt• Es ~~I~ ~~; ~ ~,d of { . ~ ~n alnencied answer• die served. T~1~ Ct?II111'IlSSiOt1 

. iii lieL~ of t~ , c~rc~et•s. determine that ~j1a1 t ispgsitic~n of t1~e rec~L~est lie 
mu ~ ,, ~ a c~is~ _ ar states caizlerence car ~t a des.i~nated time he€care a hearing 

{=~L_I'('(ect ~ : ~~ ~ ~ ~ env matter admitt d u~~der tl~i5 x•~€le .is c~i-~clusively 
~stablishe=,~_ , ~ tlZe Cc3~ni~7ission ors inati~n car its ou~n i~~itiati~le permits 
~~".11:~IE~t'li~t~l~~ EA at"S1Ci'1t~tYl~il1: E) fl~~ dt{Tt]1.SSIt}I1. .̂Ckl~ C.~T311171S5iC)Tl it'I~l.V ~errr~i:k 
e~~athdra~rrai ter a endtr~er~et ~~~~e~z the ~~~•esentatic~~~ c~:('tl~c; me€'its c~:f'tl~e; action ~,vr(1 
be s~,~b~er~~ed and tl~e party who c~btart~ed the admission fails_to sE~tisf~' the 
C:~m~~~rssic~n that ~~-ithc~rar~~~I ~r an~endz~ne:~~t ~~-ill ~•ej~~dice that }~ariv i~~ 
in~in~a.inin~ the ac~iot~ car defense ors t[~e med-its. ~nti~ admissit~e~ ~-€zacle ti= a arty- 
ul~der tl~i~ a-~tle is for tl~e~ur~c~se czf tl~et ndii~~ action c~nly ~nci is nt~t a~~ 
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adn~issicsn b~~ the ~7arty for ~a~y' ~tlher ~:Ez-~Sc~~c< ter ~l~a~~ t1-~e acl assiaz~ bu used 
against tl~c ~art~- ~1 anv oghc;r proccedin~. 

{I'} Failure to make discflver~sanctions. 
(l ~ 'v1c}tit>n for order ca~.n~e.11i~~g disca~~erv. A art~r, after ~•easc~nable notice tct of}per 

at-ties a~1 other affected crsons. may.- a. 1 - for an order com ellirt~ c~iscoverv. 
If a dept~nei~t fails to answer a c~l~estion or a ~ai~ty fails to atlsr~~er a~1 inte~•ro~~tory 
or aila~~j ins}~ection, car ~f an ~ns~~rer i5 evasi~-e c~ '~-, ~om~teie. the di~cc~~~eri~ln 
party Enav move for ate order con~pellin~ are ~, . , ~~ or prodL~ctiot~ ar ins~~.ction. 
~~'hetl talcit~~ a depositzon on ar~~l e~a~~~in~~ .~~ ,;_ ~ro~onent of the question may' 
cc~~r~~lei~e o~• adjourn tiic exami.~~at.ia~~ l~~_, i~ , ~ ~. :~ ~ ,~ : car an ►•der 

(2} railure t~ cc~m~~sly '~'it1~ ozder. If  a . ~ , ~~~.:nt car fat ~. ~ls to co~1~~1~~ ~~-itl~ a 
Cc~m~nissic~n order related to c~i~ ~.-,the t~epc~i~end ~; . ~-tv~, and a~ly atta~•~~etir 
adv~5zn~the de,~c~nen.t o~° party. ~tl ~. may be suk~'ect ~ ~ ~ ~ctioz~s, ~~hic.l~ ax~~~v 
ir~clucie az1~% of the Ioilo~~°ins: 
(a.) an order• that the matters re<~. ' ~:~-~ "~ __.I1~ order ~~~6 _ ~c~.e car ~~1.'  ~otl~er 

~si~nated ~a _ . , .I~~l] be taken ~ ~ ~ : , ~(isl~eci fc~r the ~ ~ , uses o['the 
casep~n ae-cc~rci: ~ ~ ~.; ;t~ t}ae ~r~- , ; ~ ~ ~'ie ~ariwj c3btainin~ the az•der; 

fb} a~1 order ~rc~h~i~bn~~ - 11 ~. ;:'.r ~ _~r ~~ ~ ;: ~ ~, a,~~'in,~; de5~~a~ed ~~~t~tteis ~in 
evf~'.-r ~p• 

— - 

~C~ .'u' I',ic_' . i ~' I ~..111~ OLIt ~ ~ .~ , 'i' ~ ~ I I ~• ;~~ I 1 '_' ' ,~ IIlC~Ut~111~ ])E'1.~~1~0C~ tC'S~:1171t)Il~r 

~'. ~ ! [: ~.-1 - `, I~. >.T1CL', C 1 i I_ .I : i~'1~1' ~il~ ~~:~C~111~5 Ut`l~l~ ~~2~ OI'C~4t' !S 

~I ~: i . I ; ; . i ' ~:_ ~ ,~ ;, sedan Y c}r a~~~~ art Uf~it~ 

<< ~ • ~ ~;~ ~~;, ~1~e failure t~ ~~l3ev ant orders; anti 

~~# ~ ; ~ ~. ; ~ ; i ,,_, ~~~v ;~,~ ~_ _; , ~tlin~toc~k~e5'tcc~rcicrartheattc~i•nev 

~~  ~ ~ ~ ' i '' ~ _~~ car ~c~th tU ~a~ reasc~ns~bl.e e~pe~.~ses eausec{ by the 
~ailu~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ , ~ I ~ ~~n-~~nission fiia~ds that tl~e; failure ~v~s ~ubstar~tially~ 
'us,L. titie~~ ~ ~ ~t a~~i~ :, ;.ircunistances ~~3al~c a~1 a`~ard of c~~~enses ~a:~zjust. 

~~ I ~.~~ ro  _su~~lF ~ ~t~ ref -usal tc~ ~~dn~it. A a~~tv th~it ~~~ith~ut substai.~tial 
'u,~ sti~~ ~a ao' , ~u Ie~~zene.i•~;sp~r~ses as rc.quireci is tic~t. unless such f~alu~•c xs 
l~a~-~nle;~ i , r_, . ~ _1 tc~ use as e:vicie~~cc at ~ [~earin~. cs~- c~~1 a rr~c~tion, any «rrtness ~c 
i~~fc~~:•t~~atiae ~ ~c~ ciisc~lose . 

~} 'aih~ec, t~f party- to atte7zc~ at o~.~-~1 deaosition car serve ansl~~ers tc~ inte~•~•o~ato~•ies ~r 
~~e~ oa.~d tc~ rec crest fc~r infection. if ~~ art ~ c~~~ a~~ c~f~cer. ~irec[4~r, ~r ra~ana«i.a.~~ 
went o(~a dart}f oz• a ~aerson desi;~l-~ated c~i~det• these t-~~les tc~ testi~~T can ~iel~all'of'a 
~)i11'~~ falls ~t3 ~~Y~3tc~P ~G~~lt'~ $}IC j.?tYS~(1 W'~1C1 1S tO ~~Ii~ c~. ~5Y'Q~7GTIV St;T'V~C~ E~t;~3C154f:Fi3l1. 

Fails to vbiect oi° cc~m~~l~ 1~ ith a p~~Q~~erl~, served rer~uest for prc~c~uctiof7. fails to 
:,Lrve a~~ase~°ers car c~~jectic}ns to ~rc~pe~•l~~ se~•~•e~ i.r~terro~atc~ries< car fails to ~exve a 



Effective: 9/15/2018 Vermont Rule 2: 

~'ro~oseci I:.)ra:ft cif 812~J2(~22 Public Utility Commission Page 66 

ucit~:en response tc~ a~roneriv se~-t-ed req~~est fc~r ~roduciic~n or inspection, tl~~ 
Cote iss ot~ may n~alce such arclers icy re~a~~d tc~ tl~c fail~.re as are east. Tl~e failure 
tc~ t~~:t ~s de~cril~ed i~~ this su ~secYion mayngt be eacusec~ can tl~e ~rc~ui~td that the 
disc~~•ery s~u~ht i~ c~ ~jectic~nab e unless tl~~: uart~' Caalrng to aci leas a~~ 3cct for a 
protective cider as provid~ci E~y these iG~(es. 

51 Failure to ~~ar~icit~ate i~~ the f~•ami~1~ of a discover°v plan. I~ a i~art~• or_~_part~~'s 
attorn~~= :fails to~~art~ci~~.te i.~~ ~aod faith rn tl~e r : ~ ~.in~ cif a ci.~scc~very plan Env 
~reeinent, the C,c~t~nrnissroi~ rnay. after o~por~ ' ' ~: _ ror l~eari~~~, require st~c[z arh~,
or attornee~ to pav to a~1v other pant ~1~ re; .~ ~:1~; ;le ea~enses cati~sed b~~ the 
failure. - --

(~} Failure to ~resez-r~e electro~tic~ ly ~' ~ ni• other ~. . ~: ~r,.e. If elect~•c~~iic-all.~f sic~~•ed 
or atller evidence that s~~ould h~~,, - , ~ .;~~ preser~•ed its ~. ~Zticrpatic~n o~ cot~cli~ct 
c7f Iita~at~ot~ zs last because ~~ ; : ~!. _!,piled tc~ take reas~ ~ ~ ' re s tcz reserve it 
a~3.d it canntst be r~stc~red car re~l~;~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~~ou„~}Z a~fli ', lal di,: ~. -,v, the 
C'ommissic~~~, i~:~~c~~~ tindin„~~re,~ucl i:~ ~i ~i~:_ ~ .rev frot~l iu . . ; ' _`11e e~~ic ence. 
~n~~~ f~~~de~° zx~eas~t.t°e` -,~~'~ter th ~, ~ _ , _ _~ yore the re'u:.l~,.~.'; 

~~},} giscc~vet~ Env the Coaxl~nissic~~~ . 
{"13 "T'I~e ~rt~cec{ures Iisted ire : i„ .~ I _ I i.l~e C;c~ mission, and rile 

C,OTI1Il11SSi", i 1'~-i'll' C{O SC '' i ~' ~ ~. t _; i , ~ ~ ; i ~ l i . i i t ~.. YtUiY1 ~7~Y C)C ~t)Ct7l C}:~ T~C~1l~S~S 

that rn^ ~, I<t,~ ~1~~, ~..;~~ ~, ~~:, . ~. ~~ 

(2} ,C.he a~ ~~' ', I ~~ , , .~ ~~ ~._ ~:~c~~ ' ~.oes nt~t an ~.~a ~ way l.imi.t tl~e autl~o.rit - {3~'tl-~e 
Com~-n, ~~ ~ ~; ; , rhe; au' f . ~ ~c~ ~z~quire i€~tc~ a~~d e:xanline aa~}J proceeding 

i °,! ~1 i ~ ~: "ll ;"i - i t l : ~ ~ ' ' ~ ; ' i i i '. 1 . _ , )I1. ~O eX4iIT1111e 5OC)~S,'Zt00OLI12tS. 2t11C1 

3u . I'~ ~I 'i', t 'I +'1 i i ' ,I. i~ ~~1~ t'O17.1I1~1.SS1C}l~'S Ul'.1SC{IC~'1C)Tl. £)C ~.0 ~Il1G'l" 

~t~ci eAu~ , ~ ~ I ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~; : ,.rR~ ;' ,an car ~.3~tit¢- s~,~b~ect tc~ the Commission's 
juriscl~cti~~~. 

~R.~ ~ISGt}'y .  i ' YE' Ll(~ ~StS `eltic ~ ~ l_St'S.

lU~ ;_ ~~, erg'_ reu ~ ,_. ~'erved o~~ parties c~~• r~ar~ic~~7a~~ts in a Com issiQt~ ~~roceedin~ 
m~a. ~ l _~ f I ~ ' e Cc~ nziss~c~n in e.~'C_JC'. 

~.~ L1i~l~ss otl ,_ ~ i_ ._ L~i~°~ct~d b~~ ~t1~e Commissi~~1. disco~~ery responses need riot be 
~~led ~~~ith t~~~: czm ~g~ao~~. bait ~~~~~ties a~~ci a~-~~cxpa~~ts .must ~l.e a certificate c~~' 
s~~•vice c~~ide.~~cin~; se~•~lice of'discc~ver-v re:s~canses c}n those ~~ac-~les ~r ~artici a«ts 
v~Jhcz are entitled tc~ recei~~e sen~ice of fhe ~•es  po zses. 

~3) If ~1~ CC>11'i171iSS1OI1 C{Et'tCt3 Cllc~~ t~iSCC?4-er~J res~~o~ls~s ~e #icd e~rith the C:o~~nmissrcn~, 
the ~~a3•ra~ti~•e responses ~n~tst be tiled in eI'C1C`. _`~tta.cl~~ne~~ts ~~~u5t be ~Iet~ iii an 
e[ecz~~c~~_ic fc~rm~.t ctutsici~ t~f e~UC: suc~~ as o~.~ G~ C:~. 
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2.300 Consumer Complaints 

2.301 Definition
A consumer complaint is a complaint filed by any person (whether an individual, 

corporation, association, partnership, or other entity) receiving service or entitled to receive 
service from a utility regulated by the Commission seeking a refund of charges for an order 
requiring a utility to comply in a reasonable manner with any applicable tariff, statute, rules or 
order of the Commission. 

2.302 Form and Content 
A consumer complaint :~~~nust set forth in ~~ ritin~ a .short and plain statement of facts 

showing that the complainant is entitled to relief. _The statemen~ -=i=-='-'.~~~ust be signed by the 
consumer. ~=ix'~,,~ T~~,s~ the foregor~n~~~. the CommissioYl ~~~a~~ in its discretion treat 
any written communication to it concerning a . : : ~ ~~=pmceed.ir~~ within its jurisdiction to be a 
claim for relief. 

2.303 Acknowledgment of Cum~~laiuts 
The Commission ~~will a~~l~n~~~~ lyda~ r~~~~ i~~t ~,F al I ~t~ritten complaints ~~=~ n. If the 

~"c.~mi~s.io~~ dies z~ot re:€'e~•the coin~l. ~~ . . ! :~~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ Public Ser~~~ice, tl~e Com~~~rssi€~n 
will send a copy r'~^~-^^~ 4^ *"~°of the crn ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ' _ ' ~' ~ ~! ~' ! ~ ~! ` ce~r~~pla int a«c~ anv affected 
utility. 

2.304 Referral to ~~e Dc~~artment,of Public ~cr~-icc 
In its discretion. the Cc~mmi~sion may r~ fir ~~~ly ccs~lsL~n~er complaint to the Department of 

Public Service and mqucst the Dcpartm~nt to al<<mpt to resolve the dispute. _If the cc~nsume~k• 
complaint is n~~~ ~. ~,~-~ c~•I~rr~c{_ i~~thc llepartmcnt ~ ~. . :~~~ refuses to accept the referral, 
or if the 1~~p~~rtment is ~un~~ble to re~~~l~~~ tl~~ ma~tcr. tlicn the Commission; m~~- c~pe1~ a~~ 
i~.~~c~est_ ~~ ~ _~ ~>rd~:r a r~-~ , ,r~s~ €i•c ~ ~~ _ ,'~ ' i ! ~. ~;-~ ~.~ sc:t the com lai~~t ic~x• a hea~•ins~ if s 
assuming. ! :~ the allegations s-~+~~ the cun~,plaint tc~ b~ true;  t-~r~~ there ~~ n ~^~^'~^'~~'~t~: ^~'a~re 

reasonable ~ _!lids to l~elie~e . __~_I ~_ ~,_ ~ a violation of tariffs, statutes, rules, or other orders 
of the Commissioli~;~~~~-~ ~ ~„~ ^',^~~;.,~~._ If, assuming that the allegations of the . ~~:' 
complaint are true, tli~re -i-~~~•e n~> ; , ~ ̂ '~~'^F'~*~~ ^~' c~•^'~reason~l~le ~rc~~.~r~ds tee believe there his been 
a violation, ~~~tl~__ f__~mi~ i ~ ~ ~ must dismiss the cc~nst~mer complaint. 

2. -3{)5 Hearings on Consumer Complaints 
In setting a case for hearing, the Commission ~~'~~~'₹ _~: n~~~~ ^ ~'~~^'r~k '^S4m'^"r~x~~,~st set ~I~~ 

ea~•Iiest date ~~ossibte and l-1-specifically set forth the issues to be resolved; }l~c~. Thaw 
issues, unless the requirements of justice dictate otherwise, s~l~m«sc be the only issues 

•~~~~~-r '~t~-c~addtessec~ at the hearing. _If issues in addition to those so specified are to be heard, 
the parties ~~~~nust be afforded a reasonable time to prepare and respond. T', -~'~^^N~~^~ ^'~^" ~^~ 
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2.306 Reuresentation by Persons Not Admitted to Practice 
~'~~*i4.;*'~~+^~~~;»Des ite the provisions of Rule 2.201, the Commission may in its 

discretion permit consumers to be represented in consumer complaint proceedings by persons 
who are not admitted to the practice of law, provided that such representatives ;~~--demonstrate 
a sufficient familiarity with these rules and with all a~~~licatile substantive and procedural 
provisions of law ^r~.';^^"~^'~ ~.•~"'~ ;_ 4,^^~a~';~y^.= Except for the requirement of admission to 
practice, such representatives ~~►nust comply with all rules, laws, practices, procedures and 
other requirements applicable to proceedings before the Commission. 
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2.401 Tariff Filings 
(A) General. _Tariff filings, including amendments to existing tariffs, s~-~n1t.~st be 

accompanied by a concise; narrative description of their nature and effect, stated in 
terminology ~=k#that is comprehensible to the general public. 

(B) Amendments._ Except where substantially the v~~hole cal, a separately identified section of 
a tariff is affected, an amendment to an existin~~ ~arill ::i :, ' ! rust be accompanied by a 
s+~~;x=a~-e~~~~at~ra ~=redline version ~~ .-Y~;~+- „i ;~ ,.,..,,,~.~,t.. . „~ ~~,.,.~.o~, 

- .. , . ~i+ <~l~,o~-ins all c~~~ ~~~~~ 

(C) New services._ Where a tariff filing co~e~~s a nt~~ service, or a modification of an existing 
service, estimates of revenues and costs attrib~i<<~bl~ to such service~fc~r each of the three 
years succeeding the introduction of the new car modified service: ~nu~~ ~ .__iciclud~d ~vitt~ 
the fi1i~~~. Schedules contaii~int~ theinformatioi~ ~all~d ~'or by this provision ~z-~~i~lust be 
accompanied by a statement c~~ the name of the per~~,r~ ur persons responsible for their 
preparation, together with a description ~~i, any un~ic~~l~ ink ~locumentation~~e~. 'The 
u~~der1~~~ docum~ntatinn ~l~m~ _ b~ ~~~~~ilable thr~_~u~~h dis~~.overy immediately after the 
filing. 

2.402 Rate Proceed i n ors 
{,~,) Justification for ~ han~e in r~~i~~. ~ ~ ~.~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ enable the Commission to determine 

whether nc«~rat~~ ~~r~~~~~~scci 1~~ a~l~~ u~ilit~ ~h~~uld be further investigated or suspended, all 
rate filings ~~r~~~=ti-~ ~~,ntain~coinplete and substantial justification for the proposed 
c}~a7~ Rc, including tl~e I ~ ~ I I ,wing: 
(1) ___detailed calculation of cosh of service; 

(2) _a~tailed calcula~tivu of cost of capital; 

(3) ____rate b~l~~ cal ulatian; 

(4) the effect of the filing on annual operating revenues; 

(5) _projected construction expenditures by category for each of the following two 
years; 

(6) for electric utilities, a detailed statement of purchased power and 
production costs (with fuel costs separately stated) by source for the 12 months 

-~leac~in~ u~ to the filing and a similar statement of projected purchased power 
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and production costs by source for the 12 months succeeding the filing . 
Such costs for both periods ~f~a-I~~nu;~t be shown net of sales to other utilities or, in 
the alternative, revenues from such sales ~~~1ust be separately stated. 

(B) Changes from previous order._ Where a request for a change in rates proposes or utilizes 
any change in the ratemaking methodology or principles approved or utilized by the 
Commission in the most recent rate order affecting the same utility, such change 
~n~ust be clearly identified, and a statement of the r~asuns for such change ~~-~1-Ernust 
be given. 

(C) E~ibits and other information. ^ ••*~'~*.• s~'~^s : , ~~n"-~R~~ ~~~^~r, .;+~,,., ,-~.;..f.. 

s ~ __ 7` , 

~a „ ~i~,,,.,- ~+.,~-~,,,~,~f ,.f t~,t, ~. _ .~+~,~ 4~~,-:,, „~ s In the case 
of a municipality or cooperative ~~~i ~~:_ }i~~~ filed a notice of chan~~r. in rates, if the 
Commission gives notice that it intends t~ in~~~sti~ate ~u~,h change, tl~~n the municipality 
or cooperative ~#~-~-~n~t~st file . ~.. ~,~4~exhibits_ names ~~f witnesses and ~l statement of the 
purpose of their testimony within ' ~;~3{} e~~l~~s ~~ f the giving of such notice. Except in 
the discretion of the Commissi~_~n_ a utrlit~ ' ,:~. !?~r :~~ not-i~~ae-~~~~-~3 introduce into 
evidence in its direct case exhibits ' ; i~_~'; ~ ~' ~~~. ' ~ n~~t . E ~~ ~~ ^^^.~~~'~~^^~cc~~n tai. with 
this rule. _This pr~~-ision shall n~~t he d~~m~d to constitu~~ a limitation on the 

{t~}}~, {;}]~'~ . ~~,; i : ~ i %~1~ ~~~ ~tlltllOT1T\ t~~ I~C~~Llll'~ L~~~ jet'~fI ~IR~OfC~1P0Ctt0StllllOllylllally 

case at such tii7~~ a~ ~ht~ Commission~.~~~ ~~~ ~~~. ~~~~escrib~. 

2.403 Petitions for Ucrlai•atory Rulings 
Pur~uani to _~ ~ .~.A.~ ~ 808: an interestc~l ~~cr~on may petition the Commission for a 

declaraio~~~ rul ink a~ tc, the a~~plicabi I its ~,I~ any sratut~~~~y provision or of any rule or order of the 
Commi~si~~~i. The petiti~~n ;! ~~ ~. ,'~ i~lcntil~~ the st~~.tute, rule; or order involved, ~~m~i~~t
include a prc,p~sed order ul~ nnti~~. and -~ ' ~a~in~►st be accompanied by a brief ~ ~a~that conforms 
to the requirements of Rule ~??,~._'I'ht ~_ , i fence cif a.rlother adec~. u~~te renl~civ dc~e5 nc~t~~recl~ic~e 
a j~ldn~~t~ent tc~r ~ i~ratary ~•e1i~ ~ . c cases vrl~ere it is a}~ropriate,. 

2.404 Petitions for ~~doption "uf Rules 
Pursuant to 3 V.S:A. § 806, an interested person may petition the Commission requesting 

the promulgation, amendm~i~i. or repeal of a rule. The petition ;~~1- must describe the action 
requested, ~I~I t~~t state the reasons for the requestT and ~.~~nust include a proposed order of 
notice. 

2.405 Request for Tariff Investigation 
Any interested person or entity may request that the Commission initiate an investigation 

pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 227 into the justness and reasonableness of a i~~ LEtilit~ tariffs. 
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Whether c~r~ca~-to undertake such an investigation ~s~k~a~is within the 
~'^t~w„^~;n•~'~Com~nissiQn"s discretion. 

2.406 Injunctions
(A) Definitions. 

(1) Temporary restrainin order: an injunctive remedy ~tht~t is issued either ex 
pane or under circumstances where the respondent has not been afforded an 
adequate opportunity to present its defense at a ll~~iring held upon such notice as 
is otherwise required by law. 

(2) Preliminary injunction: an injunctive rem~cl~ i~s~~ed after a hearing held upon 
legal notice but where the proceedings h~~ve not allu~~~~d the parties adequate 
opportunity to avail themselves of all ~~rocedures pr~vidcJ for by these rules and 
by all other provisions of law. _,a pr~l iminary injunction cannot remain in effect 
beyond the conclusion of the procc~din~~ in which it is issu~~1. 

(3) Permanent in~unctioman injunctive remeci~~ i~~t~ed as final relief ai~ter a hearing 
held upon legal notice and ~~~here the pr~~eccdin~s have allowed the parties 
adequate opportunity to ~~~ ~~il them~~l~cs ~,f all procedures provided for by these 
rules and by all other ~: ~ ~= i~ r ~ ~r~; ~. ,1: ~~I~ 1~~~~ . 

~E3) Particular req~iircments #~r tempora~-~~ retraining orcicc~_ cYaiiiination of witnesses b 
Commission.
~I~A petiti~,n f~~~r a tem}~~?i'ary re~tr~~iriii~~~~ order must be ~~ :~~~~ "' ̂ _• ~,~~~~,4 ~°, 

acc~mp~~niec( b~ altidavits c~ I •. ~~. ~; i~~xYs attesting to all of its factual'~~~ 
! I I ~ ~ ~ ~~,, i ~;. __ 

,_The Coinmi~~i~~n n~a~ require ali} tauts alleged in the affidavits, declarations, or 
verified petition t~~ be presented in oral testimony and may examine any witness 
testifying to such facts a's t~~ any matter ~~=1-~(~ti~~t is relevant to the subject matter 
~, P the proceedin 17. 

{~ ~_ _ The peti~ioi~cr ~l~~.x►ust deliver a copy of the petition to the respondent 
before filing ~>r, il~ such delivery would require delay ~~-lt~-~tl~a~t might cause 
irreparable'~~~~rm, as soon *~=~~Y-as possible. _If actual delivery to the 
respondent has not been made ~[~elo.~•~ filing, the petitioner ~Eanust notify 
the respondent or its attorney by telephone or by other means at the earliest 
possible time •~'~ "~ ~~ ~'~ ''~ 

d ~ 

o r~En~[~ 

. . . . . D . . .. . . . _ 
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~) A ten~t~orary restraining order• ~nav be issi,~ed con y where it_cicart~~__~T~t~ears from 
specific facts s 1oE~n by the affidavits declarations, o~• verr~ed etitioi~, and by 
tesfiiinc~n ~ i rc: aired bey the Cc~n1.~.~ission, teat 5u~~tantial, it-nmcdiate, anci 
i~-~~~~arable in~~ary lass or c ama«e ar da~~~er to health or safe~~° s~~ill resi~It befc~ie a 
hear n{,? can be 1~e c~ upon proper• ~~atrce. 

~l Further proceedings after issuance of a temporary_restrainin~ order. 
(1) A petition for a temporary restraining order. r~ hcih~r wit is so designated, 

-also ^~»~Lonstitutes a petition for a pry liminary injunction and~e~ a 
permanent injunction. ~r~`~~-~~;~lef: . ; ' • .. 

i+ ,~ 1 r, ~ ~ +L, ~, ,• t-. n,~.J ~,,,~, r rl ~ . ,. t-ti~~°-8~—' , , 
.,..1.,x.1„l :,. n ~ l~ ~,.~ t•; ,~ r, 

~#.i$~ ` 

{2} l~ l~e~~~in~ can a preliminary or pel~l~~ anent injunction {iaL~l ~_~ ~ ~_~ ~ ~ be held I r , 
~ f , .r:.,~ ~.,<,~ .,,,,aa~ sc3c3n as raE ~ < <, ; : :;, unl,. . ~I~;~ ~~ar~res ~ to a ~~~~r J  d  . p

rsr~ , . ,arl.:,-i41~ff~ ni.~t~r;7-?cr.~s-.'_12t~1 C' :11.' 

(3? Wherever possible, the Cc>>nini~s~~~n ~~.i;. ~~~~~, ~~ : attempt to makeafinal disposition 
of the € roce:ediu~. but ifthc pr~,rc~~Jin~~s dig not allow the parties adequate 
opportunin~ to avail themselvc~ <~f all pro~cclur~~ proaided for by these rules and 
by all otl~er~~ro~ isi~ns of la~~~, then ~~nl~~ a }?~~eliminar~~ Lnjunction may be issued. 

¢~ t4) li a ~~m~~~~~~ai~~~ restrainin~~~ orci~r has pre~i~~usly been issued, it shall 
continue"i1~ t~or~c uniil ~i decisi~~n is rendered on the preliminary injunction or the 
~~~cm~~nent injuncti~~n. a~ ihz ~a~~ ma~~ lie, unless it is dissolved by its terms or by 
Cur~herorder uf~tl~c C~~mn~issir>>1. 

( L)) Particular ~r ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~-! ~.~• for preliminary injunctions; further proceedings after 
issua n ~ ~ . 
f l l ~li~ application f~~r a preliminary injunction, unless made in consequence of an 

appl'icacion for a Temporary restraining order as provided above, ~I~rr~iist be 
made b~ ~7~~~ti~~n in connection with a petition for a permanent injunction. 

.{ ~~„No prelimi►lai ~ injunction may issue unless the petitioner establishes that the 
irreparable injury ~~~~~that will be caused to ~tl~e ~etitic~ner if a preliminary 
injunction is denied --discounted by the probability that the respondent will 
prevail in the proceedings on the permanent injunction~;~ will be greater than any 
injury ~~tha.t the granting of the preliminary injunction will cause to the 
respondent. 
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~_If a preliminary injunction is issued, the Commission :~l~a~~nust schedule such 
further proceedings as may be required for the permanent injunction; and the 
preliminary injunction shall continue in force until a decision is rendered on a 
permanent injunction unless it is dissolved by its own terms or by further order of 
the Commission. 

{~} (4) Unless the Commission otherwise orders, the record made in connection 
with the tern ~r~~.i. - a:•estr~~.i.~~in 7 order ar~d the rrel inary injunction shall also 
constitute part of the record in the proceedin~~~ on the permanent injunction. 

(E) Other matters. 
(1) Conditions. The Commission ~~. ~! ' ,~ condition the i~~uance of a temporary 

restraining order or a preliminary il~j~mction with such t~rn~s as justice and equity 
may require, including the givii~~~ oC adequate security in t~a~ or of the respondent. 

(2) ~,=~-F;-n~Se~~er~nce, Tn its discretion, ~hc Comiriission may c~rcicl~ the 
~~~ ~eve~ranc;e ot~ prr~c~cdings on a requt~i for injunctive relizf from 
proceedings for other r~ I i~ I'. 

(3) Motion to dissolve. t~.?~. motion t~, ~li~solvc a t~m~orary restraining order or 
prelimrnar~~ inju~iction may be m~ld~ at an time. _l~h~. motion ~I~-~Il-rr~~ust state why 
the fi~rtl~c~~ pr~~c~eclin~~s scheduled on tl~~ mattci~ are insufficient to protect the 
rights rind int~rests of the mop in~~ ~~arty. 

(41 Haari.n~~ ~ ~ ~ - _~~ ~~~~~~ ~ l'nl~s~ the Commission determines that it will 
e.~pec~ite the r~~~luti~ ~n ~~f the E. ~~~~~~~eec~i~~ or will otherwise further the ends 
of justice_ no appl ic~,tiun f~~r a t~ml~~~rary restraining order will be heard by a 
hearing i , . _ ___ 

(5) l orm of injunctio~~~. _A temporary restraining order, preliminary injunctionz or 
permanent injuncti~.n ~~nus~ state the date and hour of its issuance and 
~~ ~ _;,; be ac~o~l~panied by findings of fact ~~oa~ all of the issues specified or 
referred to in this rule. 

2.407 Forms for Certain Purposes 
The following forms, which are available on request a~~cl ~n~n~~ of'~~~I~ic are available can 

t1-~e Co issic~~~'s ~~~ebsit~, must be used for submissions to the Commission 

* nonce of intei~ventio~~ 
inc~ti€~n to intervel~e 

• certif~cat~ cif .  ~ublac ~c~c~c~ rn~a~aici~~al nc~t~ce 
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• net-zr~ete~-i..~~~ l.~caria~ ~̀ nest 
• net-~neterrl~~ cer~if~cate of public good. tr~r~sfei~ 
• net-tneterin~r certificate cif ~ttblic goad transfer for i~et- eteri~~~, syste►ns sold 

set ara~ely From sale of Land 
• r~et-n~eterin~ cct-~rf care €~f pu~rlic food c~ldc;r cct-ti~icati~n 
• checklist for ~a~lications for net-meterit~~ systems ~reatet- t(zan fi t} lct~t tl~~t are not 

located can a rc3c~f ~~~d are not a h~~c~roe.lectric Cac.alii;v 
• r~et-~neterii~~ te~istration 
• net- eterii~~ appiica~tion 
• I)~~artn~ent t~f Public ~e~-s-ice aT.~c Pu~.lic t ~, ~ ! i ` ~ mnlis5io~~ appiicatic~n fey. 
• A 7~,~11i,~ of Natural Resc~urccs applicati~r i _ ,_. 
• telecc~ tnunicatio~~s certificate Qf ixal ~ •c,ud re~is~~ ._' ~~ ~_r~ __ -
• mergers and acquisitions notif~ic~tT, ~~~ 
• bilIrnt7 a~~re ate, ors te~istration 
9 c~liular ~ro~~ider re~:is~tratrc~i~ 

interruption of electric service repore 
disconnection of service reports 
cable TV applications: 

(<~~ ~~'l~~~i ~ 7n,,• ~ ~ 'gas ~roclait~~eci a state t~f ~lned~~~c~• ~~.irsu~i~t t€~ 2(} ~'.S.r'1. ~ ~,~, 

a t~~rsc~Ez t~t~ en{~t ~ , ~: ~ _~aest that the ~`a~-~i~-~issic~n car tire; ~'e~mn~issie~n ~-na}~ c~~.~ its ety~~~~, 

take c~i~er;,~c~~c~° a~_ ~. i ~ . ' u prevent in~tnirte~lt fir~aticra i~urv. doss, cl.ama~e, or hardsh►~t~ 
rate a rep°s o~~ a re 7u(ated ent.ity. rc~vicied scich in'u~~~~.. lass, cia~~~a<se, oz• [~~~rc{sl~i is rei~tec~ 

icy tl~c state c~f~e~i~er€~enc~'. This rulr; ~~a~e~-ns req~.ie~ts that the C:c~rrt~nis5ic~n take 
eme~• ene - ae~tc~n unl~,ss a n~c~t-e s ecitic r~cedl~re is t-escribed b~' another rule car 

statute. 

.~~ Particular ~•equire~~nei~ts fete e~n~r ~- requests. 
"l. 1?i~~er ~ex~cti' actrc>n can e re ~.~estec~ b ~ `i.li€x a et~t.it».~ ~au.~•st~ar.~t tc~ this rule and 
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Rule: 2.202. In an on mac ,¢ tc~ ceedit~~,~e~~~er,~eucv action can be rc,quested b~~ 
f~lin~ a matron pLarsu~nt tc~ this t•~~.le and. Ru.1e 2.2€}6. 

(2) The title c~fthe tili~l~ rec~uestin~ emergency' action rn~ist incJ.~rd~: "R.equest for 
E~~ner~e~lcv Con~tnissian Actian Pt~rsuai~t to Cc~ ~n3ssion Rulc 2.408." 

~ 3} A ~~c;iitic~n car ~otio~t fore ~r~;ency actic~~~ ~~nust ~e accom~anle~ lad' a~`(idavits or 
declarations attesting to all cif its factual all~,~n~ ~: 

(4} Tl~e C~c~minission ma~~ require: an~~ facts al l :;i ~~~ the a~fidac-its car clecla~•atior~s icy 
b~ p~~esented. in oral tes~imc~nv a~1d. ~~n~~. ~ ~ i:ii~~_ ~ ~~ e~~itt~css testif~'i~ to such 
facts ~s to ai~v i~natter filet is relev~~r-~ _~ il ,;: s3~b~e _tier of the ~•ec~uest. 

~5} I:Ir~[ess the Co7~~~nissic~n otl~er~ ~ ~~ i~Yrs, the rc;cord ~~~ . . i ~r connecticsn with file 
r~c~uest far e~ne~-~enc:~ action sty; ~_ ~I ' _ _;nstiti₹f _ i ~:~rt of tl ~ ~_ ~ ~hoi°d in tiny further 
proceedings rcle:e~ant to the sub~~_~; ~ ;>>. ~ ~. r . (' ' Jc~uest. 

~C} F't•ocedure. 
~ 1. } En~ergencti actic}n ma~. . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ :: : , ~' • g~~ xthc}uf c~anrr~e~~ts from c~the.r 

parties, or under circt~7~1~ ~ ,_- ~ _ ~ ~; ~ _ ~ ~ . - !lave nc~t ~ieen afforded a~1 
otaportun ,_~ ~.,~~ ~~~r~se~~~t eEriu~~~~~ ~ ~~: :i I.. , : ;, . I ~ ~': .~ , >>~~ such notice as ~s otl~er~~~ise 
re; uir : ' ;, I, ~, , 

(2) 'I'I~e C : ~ ~ , i~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~lv take ~._ _, ,: ~_~ency at~ti.c~n ti~~l~ere it cle~tt•Iv ~ppe~t°s frc~~n 
st~~'r~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ °, ~~~ alf~f~ , ~~~. ~ ,ar d~clara~tions. anc~ t~~~ te~tin~c~nv if'rec~~.ri~•ec1 

~ ~ ~ ~ i _ i . ~ - ~ ~ : ; ~ ~ " I ~ ~;~ediatc and ii-re~aar~l~le ~irlancial i~~jur~~, 
~~;~, ; ~ ~; + __'r ~ ~ ~ i __. i I ~_~ ~ ~~ ~a.~e~~ayers cat• a r~~~~ulated entity befa~•e a 

pioceec~~: ~ ~ i ~ . . ~ ~ r ,;. ~ ~ i ~i~: , __n tie l~~ d ~~~x~n pro}~er ncsiace. 

~L)) _! •atic~~1. t~ C~~_~ ~ _. c~~~ i.;__ ion t~ faire e~nef~~er~c~ actioH~ s tall cc~nti~~ue its force 
uniil tt,. ~ ciesi~natc. ~ .':..the order to :~~i~ e~ er•~enc~actran expires. unless it is 
ciissalveci '--~ ~-her or~~ ~~ ~f tl~e; Corru~iission. 

F) R.e test;, 1~ , ~ , , , ~, , ~~>n ~rtcrn~in~~ion. The re ue~tin~ arty ~r~a~. Bile a ~r~c3tic~n tc~ 
eatenc! the e~~3er~c ~ .. .;tion A motion to 4x~e~~c the emer~7eni~' action ~1-~ust eonfc~rn~ to 
tl~e ~•e uix~erx~ents of'an irniti;~i fzlin y for e~~~er'fenc~~ action as ciesc.r.•i~aeci at~o~°e i~~ 
s~~l~s~:ctio~~~I3}. The requesti~~~ ~~ariv t~~a~~ filu a ~Z~c~t~o~~ tc~ enci tine e~~~er~enc~' actit~n at ~n 
earlier date. 

~F) t) ~c}~~unit~- fc~r obje:ctic~ns and ~urthei• ~~ioceedin~;~. f c;me~•~enco~ action is taker, 
~11~. C'om~nissic~n wil[ se[zcdulc swell fu~~ther rc~ceecli~l Js as Ya1av be ~•L uirecE c~t~ c-c; uestcc~. 

c}tli~,~• arti.e~. ~l'he e ez•~enc ~ act~c~n sla.all cc~~.~ti~~ue in farce ~~s desca~.i.l~eci ~~ ~c~i~e in 
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s~ibscctio~~ (D~ 

(G~ Other in~.tters. 
{3) Cc~nc~atic~ns, The: Cc~rnmissro3~ ~l~av co~~ditio►i emer~enc~- action ~~-ith such terrors as 

~iu.~tic and eciti , nay ret  tuire. 

~) IIearin~o['[tcers. Unless the Coir►missio~z dcterznines tl.~at it ~~-ill ~.~.~edite t~~e 
1•esol~,ition of t~~c ~-oceedin„~ car v~~ill otlier~~~ise `'~ ~ ~ ; ~r t[Ze e7~ds of justice, re  qu gists 
fare er~enc~ action ~~i11 Ise heard dir~ctly 1, ~ ~_ ~;an~~nrss~c~ners. 

~} Fa~-tn ofer~ler,~encv action. An order a~_~ , r ~i ~ _; ~cr~encv aetio~~ ~nu.st lie 
ac~:am~aanied by #indin~s of facf or ! ~~. ~i~e issu~_~- _.cified ar referr~cl to in this 
rule. rnc.luciin that (a) the imm i=-, ~urv, Ios~, day_ ~.1. _, . c,r hazdsha its s related to 
the state of ems t~ ency; and (b ~ ~ I' - ~.mer~enc~- action ~ - 'ssary tc~ ~~•e~~ent 
i t~~ine~~t fnaticra~ injui-~J, Iris, ~{ ~,_.-. or ha:o{~4I~iI' to ~-a~c _'~'s or a. t•e~ulated 
e;nfit~-. 
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2.100 Scope and Construction of Rules 

2.101 Applicability 

These rules apply in all proceedings before the Commission. 

2.102 Definitions

(A) Commission: the Vermont Public Utility Commission and piny Commissioner, hearing 

officer, clerk, or other Commission employee or a~~ent authorized to act on behalf of the 

Commission. 

(B) Contested case: a proceeding, including r~t~mal:ing and licensing, in which the legal 

rights, duties, or privileges of a party are required by law to be determined by an agency 

after an opportunity for hearing. 

(C) ePUC: the Commission's electronic case man~l~~~ ~nc~~t filing system. 

(D) Filing (when used as a noun): an~~ petition; ap}?lication, complaint, motion, e~ibit, 

report, or any other document r~q ui~ cd or pc~-i~~itted to be filed with the Commission in 

connection with anvproceeding ~~ithin tli~ C'~mrnission's'jurisdiction. This includes any 

ePUC submission. This ~3oes not include other electronic communications with the 

Commission that ~u-~ not part of a prueeeding within tha Commission's jurisdiction. A 

filing is not part of the c~ idcntiaiy rec~~r~l unless it is admitted into evidence. 

(E) Final t~cder: an or~~~r fii-~~m ~~~hich an ~~ppeal lips. Unless the Commission specifies that an 

~rcicT~ i~ final (as to the cnti~-c m~~itcr or as t~~ certain parties), an order is not final if there 

~~~ill be additional proceedings 1 ~~~her than compliance filings) in the same matter. 

(F) Order: any decision by tl~~ Coi~~inission, whether in writing or orally. 

(G) Person: ~~ny individual,~roup, corporation, cooperative, partnership, firm, association, or 

other entity or organization. 

(H) Proceeding: any case, docket, rulemaking, or other matter that is before the Commission. 

(I) Reply: a filing made in reply to another party's response. 

(J) Response: a filing made in response to another party's motion or other filing. 

(K) State: the State of Vermont. 
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2.103 Uudates to These Rules and Non-Applicability of Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure 
These rules are comprehensive. Where applicable, specific provisions of the Vermont 

Rules of Civil Procedure (including additions and amendments to those rules from 
Administrative Orders of the Vermont Supreme Court) have been adapted and written into these 
rules. The Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure therefore do not apply to Commission proceedings. 
These rules apply instead. However, any party may request the application of the Vermont Rules 
of Civil Procedure (in whole or in part) to a particular case, and the Commission may exercise its 
discretion to grant or deny that request. Further, to the extent tl~ at ,t provision of these rules is 
adapted from a related provision in the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure, the Commission will 
look to caselaw (from the Commission and from the cool is) ~,s ~-elevant precedent in interpreting 
these rules. Additionally, whenever the Vermont Rules ut ('i~ it Procedure are amended or 
updated through an Administrative Order of the Vtrrn~~iit Supreme C~:~urt or otherwise, or at any 
other time for good cause, the Commission mad _ in its discretion anti ~~ itliout formal rulemaking, 
incorporate any amended or new provisions c~l~ tll~ Vermont Rules of C'i~ it Procedure into these 
rules, or make any other changes to Rule 2, by C~~i1~n~ission arcler, with the u~~dated Rule 2 being 
filed immediately with the Secretary of State as a fi nal Wile. l Tnless there is a need for an
immediate amendment, the Commission ~~ill issue a T~roposcd order for comment from 
stakeholders before the Commission issues ~x final c~rcjer incorporating any amended or new 
provisions. 

2.104 Conflicting Authority.. 
In the event cif a conflict ~~r t~»- any otll~r ~-cason ~~il ~i ca~~-ley-case basis, any more 

specific Commission order ~~r C~~lnr»ission n~lc Tall prevail over these rules. 

2.105 Proceedings Governed b~~ These Rules 
All ~~roc~cdings are prestuned ~o b~ ~u~~~~ ncd ley these rules. Proceedings may also be 

governed by uther Commission ~ules, Vermont Sup~~~me Court orders, Commission orders, 
applicable statutes, or an~~ ether Wiles or reyuireincl~es that the Commission may order. 

2.106 Construction
These Wiles shall be liberally construed to secure the just, timely, and inexpensive 

determination of all issues presented to the Commission. 

2.107 Waiver of Rules 
To prevent unnecessary hardship or delay, to prevent injustice, or for other good cause, 

the Commission may waive the application of a rule under such conditions as it may require, 
unless precluded by the rule or by statute. In an ongoing proceeding, to obtain a waiver, a person 
must file a motion pursuant to Rule 2.206. When there is not an ongoing proceeding, a waiver 
can be requested by filing a petition pursuant to Rule 2.202. Any motion or petition for a waiver 
must be accompanied by a concise explanation of the basis for the waiver. 



Effective: 9/15/2018 Vermont Rule 2 

Proposed Draft of 8/24/2022 Public Utility Commission Page 5 

2.108 Severability 

If any of these rules is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal or void, the 

remainder are unaffected and continue in full force and effect. 

2.109 Immediate Apulicability and Repeal of Previously Issued Rules 

When amendments to these rules of practice are made, those amendments go into effect 

immediately. Those amendments apply to pending proceedings, and all previously adopted rules 

of practice and amendments are repealed to the extent they are amended, unless the Commission 

determines (on its own or at the request of a party or partici p~uit ) that a previous rule should 

continue to apply to a pending proceeding to avoid injustice or substantial inconvenience. For 

pending cases known as "legacy" cases in which the C ~~ m m i ss i on leas allowed the parties to file 

on paper, rather than in ePUC, the requirement to m ak r filings in e P ~'C does not apply. For 

pending cases in which the Commission has ah-~adv made substanti~ r rulings based on a 

previous version of these rules, those substan~ti~ ~ rulings remain in plate and are not subject to 

reconsideration based solely on a change in the. ~ rul ~~s. 

2.110 Use of ePUC for All Commission Proceedin~~s 

The provisions of these rules ~~res ui~~e the use of c P U C unless specifically stated 

otherwise. All Commission proceedii~<~s and all f lings in C'o~z~mission proceedings must use 

ePUC, unless: 

(A) a filing is required to be mach i n paper by st~~tutc c>r under Rule 2.202, 

(B) a party c~t~ p~n~ticipant obtains a ~ti~ai~ er under Rt~lc ?.107 to allow for paper filings 

(for insta~lc~, h~rause the person Blocs not have high-speed Internet in their home 

or ~~ rr ~ t i. 

(C') tl~e tiling is a wn~uni~r cumplaint car ~t~blic comment, 

(D J a party or partaci~ant seeks confidential treatment of the filing (in which case a 

redacted versi~>n must still be filed in ePUC, but the allegedly confidential 

document must he ii]ed in accordance with Rule 2.226), or 

(E) the filing is n~u~le ly a bank or other financial institution and consists of a letter of 

credit or other legal documents requiring an original signature. 
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2.200 Procedures Generally Applicable 

2.201 Practice Before the Commission 
(A) Notice of appearance. 

(1) All notices of appearance must specifically state the party or participant that is 
being represented. 

(2) Attorneys must file a notice of appearance with respect to any proceeding in 
which they are representing a party or participant.. except that for uncontested 
workshops, uncontested investigations, or rulcm~~kings, attorneys may contact the 
clerk andask to be added as a representative ~,f a participant. In ePUC, this notice 
of appearance happens automatically ~~ lic~i a new case or motion to intervene is 
filed (and no separate notice of appearance is require1 j, but any other initial filing 
in an existing case must be acc~~~npanied by a separate notice of appearance. 

(3) Pao se or other representatives (vcl~ctller representing only tl~eniselves or others) 
must likewise file a notice of appeararle~, ~•~ccpt in the case of a consumer filing a 
consumer complaint, a sy stem install cr ti li»`~ a net-metering registration or 
application, anyone filing; a transfer 1=orm tier anet-metering certificate of public 
good, anyone filing public c~~m~~ic~lts. ~»- ~~ h~11 the notice of appearance happens 
automatically in ePUC bec~at~sc the ~~r~~~ _~~e i~r ~~th~1- r~c2~resentative filed a new case 
or motion to intervene (and no ~cl~<u~ate noti~c ~~t appearance is required). 

(4) AlthoL~~~h ~~ stem installers film`` a n~;t-metering registration, application, or 
certificate o f~ public good transfer Form need not file a notice of appearance, they 
mist inclicatc (and keep up-t~~-~i~~tc) the name and contact information of the 
~~ci-son thc.~~ arc rcpr~scntin~~. 

'~(~) A copy of ~acll ~~~~iic~ ~~i~ appearanca must, on the same day it is filed, be served 
by the party t~ilin~~ it on all persons or parties on whose behalf a notice of 
appearance has been filed. A list of such persons and parties will be available 
throunh ePUC. Tll~ procedures for service are listed in Rule 2.204. 

(6) It is the ~~cspons bility of each representative for any party or participant that 
appears i» front` of the Commission (whether an attorney or pro se) to ensure that 
their contact information in ePUC is accurate and up-to-date at all times. The 
primary email address submitted for a representative must be the email address to 
which all notices of filings and issuance of Commission-generated documents for 
a particular Commission proceeding will be sent. 

(7) It is the responsibility of each representative for any party or participant that 
appears in front of the Commission (whether an attorney or pro se) to ensure that 
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they are familiar with all applicable Commission rules, including all of Rule 2 and 

all applicable rules that are referenced by Rule 2. 

(8) Electronic filing of any document through ePUC by or on behalf of a 

representative in a Commission proceeding constitutes consent by that official 

representative to be served with and to receive notice of any and all documents 

filed with or issued by the Commission via electronic service in that Commission 

proceeding. 

(B) Pao se appearances and appearances by State agencicti and net-metering system installers. 

(1) Any individual may be a pro se representati~ e in their own cause. 

(2) In its discretion, the Commission ina~~ p~i-mit persun~ ~~ho are not attorneys to 

appear before it, including the fall ~~ ~~ i ng: 

(i) A partnership may be rcpre~cnted by a partner. 

(ii) A corporation, ec~operative, ur ass~~ciation may be represented by one of 

its officers ox di~-~ctors (or by air cmpl~~~~ee designated in ~ti~riting by an 

officer or director, with the design~~tion attached to the notice of 

appearance filed with the Commissionj. 

(iii) A State anency may be reprc~ented~hv air c~~~~?loyee designated in writing 

by the ~cc~r~tary or Commis~io»~~~; ~~ i~h the designation attached to the 

notice c~l~ apC~e~~ranee filed ~~ ith the Comll~ission. 

(i~~) :-~u applicant for anet-m~t~rin~~ registration, application, or transfer of a 

~crtifica~e ot'public gu~~~] m~~v be represented by a system installer, so long 

as the installer ecrtifies that the applicant has authorized the installer to file 

the regisn-aton or a~~plication on the applicant's behalf and also certifies 

that the ap~~licant has signed a binding installation contract. 

(3) Erich pro se or ~th~r c~presentative must provide the identity and contact 

inlorrnation of tji~ affiliated party they represent, in addition to providing their 

own contact information 

(4) In Commission proceedings, all parties and pro se and other representatives must 

comply with all applicable rules, laws, practices, procedures, and other 

requirements, including all the obligations of an attorney admitted to practice in 

this state. 

(C) Attorneys admitted elsewhere. 

(1) An attorney admitted to practice and in good standing in any other state may 

appear in particular proceedings with the permission of the Commission. 
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(2) An attorney who previously was permitted to appear under this subsection of this 
rule does not need the Commission's permission for later appearances that are on 
behalf of the same client, so long as the attorney submits an attestation that the 
attorney continues to represent that same client and that the attorney remains in 
good standing in another state. 

(3) When an attorney admitted elsewhere enters a ~'~>>~~mission proceeding, they 
accept all responsibilities that apply to all attu~~lc~ 5 and pro se representatives that 
appear in front of the Commission. This i n c 1 ud ~ s the requirements that they keep 
all contact information up-to-date and that they he familiar with all applicable 
Commission rules, including all of Rulc ? and all ~~pl~licable rules that are 
referenced by Rule 2. 

(4) The Commission, in its discretion ~~nci at any time. niay impose conditions on an 
attorney admitted in another state «lio peeks io appear before the Commission, 
including a requirement that the atto~~ncv ~~ ork tivith local counsel. 

(D) Withdrawal of appearance. 
(1) Any person who has apgcarcd can behalf ~~f a p~~rt~~ may withdraw only upon 

permission of the Commissi~m ~~r «hen a substitute~ippearance is filed by a 
properly de~i ~~natecl representatil ~ of the pa~-t~ . ~t~~~l~. u5 another attorney. If a 
substituti~m ~~i~ a~,E~t~u-ance might ~~iusc delay,~then Commission approval is 
required . 

(2) 1 person ~1~~~~earin~~ a a l~j~~~ .~~~~ re~,r~sentative for themselves may withdraw 
~~~ithout pe~-~»i~sion of the Commission, which is deemed to constitute withdrawal 
of that pers~~n as a part . 

(E) Ex~c~t~tt~communicatic~~ls.
(1) Prohibited corrmlunications. Upon the filing in a contested case of a complaint, 

petitan, application; or other filing that the Commission has treated as the same, 
the Commission may not communicate, directly or indirectly, in connection with 
any issue ot~ tact ~~ ith any party or any person, or in connection with any issue of 
law with an` perry or any employee, agent, or representative of any party, unless: 

(a) all parties have consented to the communication; 

(b) there has been notice and opportunity for all parties to participate; 
or 

(c) the communication is required for the disposition of ex parse 
proceedings authorized by law. 
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(2) Allowed communications. Non-substantive ex pane communications with the 
clerk or other administrative employees regarding procedural, scheduling, 
technological, or administrative matters are allowed, even in contested cases, and 
no disclosure to other parties is required. Also, in an emergency situation in a 
contested case, ex pane communications are authorized, provided: 

(a) the Commission reasonably believes that no party will gain a 
procedural or tactical advanta ne as a result of the ex pane 
communication regarding the ~me~~~ency, and 

(b) the Commission promptl~~ notiiicti all other parties of the substance 
of the ex pate communication and al I~>~vs an opportunity to 
respond. 

(3) Participation in decision. In general, a Commissioner, Coin~uission employee, or 
agent of the Commission may not participate or advise (except as a witness) in the 
Commission's decisi~~n_ ~~ecommended decisi~~n, or review of a per~ding, contested 
case if the person has r~~iT~ miinicated about a~l~ facts regarding the case with any 
person or party, or has ~o>»n~unic~zted about anv issue of law with any party or 
any employee, agent, or representative of any party. However, the prohibition in 
this provision does not ap~lti~ to ~~nv of tl~r fi~ll~,~~ iil~: 

(a) ce~mmunicati~~n~ all~~~~-e~ ur~cJ~r (~) above; 

f l~) c~~mmunications that aze required for disposition of ex pane 
proc~~dings ar~tliorirccl by law; 

(c) coinmunicati~, n~ th~it all parties have consented to; or 

(d) when there his been notice and opportunity for all parties to 
parti~ipatc. 

(4) Improper communications b~parties. Any person or party who, directly or 
through an e»1}~l ~`~ee, agent, or representative, communicates or attempts to 
communicate with the Commission on any subject so as to cause or potentially 
cause the disqualification of a Commissioner, Commission employee, or agent of 
the Commission from participating in any manner in any proceeding maybe 
disqualified from later participation in the proceeding, maybe dismissed as a 
party to the proceeding, maybe held in contempt of the Commission under the 
Commission's powers as a court of record under 30 V.S.A. § 9, and/or maybe 
deemed to have waived any objection to the later decision by the Commission 
with respect to any proceeding that is the subject of such communication. 
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(5) Exception. Despite any provision above, Commissioners, Commission 
employees, and agents of the Commission may communicate with other 
Commissioners, Commission employees, or agents, provided that none of the 
latter has engaged in communications prohibited by (1) above. 

(6) Facilitation and mediation. An employee or agent of the Commission may, with 
the consent of the parties, confer separately with a party or their representative in 
an effort to mediate or settle proceedings pending before the Commission. 
Pursuant to (1), above, such employee or agent ~~i~ the Commission may not 
participate in rendering a decision in such. proceedings. 

2.202 Initiation of Proceedings, Referrals of Proceedings, and Participation in Procee_d__in~s 
(A) Initiation of proceedings. To initiate a proceeding, a party nru~t file a complaint, petition, 

or other application in ePUC. Paper fi lin ~̀~ inay initiate pro~etciin`rs only in the 
following instances: 
(1) consumer complaints; 

(2) proceedings that are statutoril~~ regt~ire~l i~~ be riled in paper (such as certain 
condemnation proceediT~ <~~ I: 

(3) proceedings~in ~~hich the pari~~ initiatin~~ tl~~ ~~r~~cetcliiig cannot file or receive 
docume~lts ~lcctr~~nl~cally (if a p~~rt~~ or pa~-t:eip~u~t stcl~s a Rule 2.107 waiver of 
the r~yuircmeni t~, file in ePUC ~.;ood cause may be demonstrated by an 
attestation th~~t the ~,erson does n~~t Dave high-speed Internet in their home or 
office 1. <<ncl 

(~) notices of apl~c~ll fr~~m .~ linal decision of the Commission to the Vermont 
Supreme Court. i~ ~~ii c~ s ~~f appeal ~uu~t be filed in paper with the clerk of the 
Commission. ~~~ith an~~ cnt~y fee paid in the manner set forth in Rule 3 of the 
Vermont Rules of l~pp~;llate Procedure. A request by an ePUC user for 
permission from. t~~e Comnli~sion to appeal to the Vermont Supreme Court before 
the C'oinmission i ~~ues a final judgment must be filed in ePUC and should not be 
accoi~lpailied b~ a piper filing. 

(B) Enforcement proceedings and referrals of enforcement proceedings. For enforcement 
proceedings, whether initiated by a member of the public, a party, or the Commission, the 
Commission may at any time refer the matter to the Deparhnent of Public Service in 
accordance with applicable statutory provisions. Although not required, it is preferable 
that any filing that seeks to initiate an enforcement proceeding at the Commission 
include, at a minimum, the following: 
(1) A statement of whether the matter has been brought to the Department of Public 

Service for evaluation of an administrative citation under 30 V.S.A. § 30(h) and, 
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if so, what the Department concluded (to the extent that the conclusion is public 
and not a matter of confidential negotiations). If the matter was not brought to the 
Department's attention, the statement should explain why it was not brought to 
the Department. 

(2) Reference to any applicable statutes, rules, Commission orders, or certificates of 
public good that are alleged to have been violated. 

(3) The factual bases, preferably in the form of oile ~~r more signed affidavits or 
declarations using the template on the Commissi~,n's website, for each alleged 
violation. 

(C) Participation in proceedings. To file am thin`T with the Convnission, other than a public 
comment or a paper filing allowed unc~e~~ R ail c 2.210 (including and filing by a user who 
must file in paper because they cannot file or receive documents electronically), auser 
must first log into ePUC's public portal using a user n<<me and passe ~~rd. A person, 
entity, or group of persons fui~cii~ning as a single entity may use ePUC to file a motion to 
intervene in a Commission procccdii~g or, as pro~~idcc~ in other Commission rules related 
to certain specific types ofproce~dings, a notice c~l~inte~vention in a Commission 
proceeding. 

2.203 Signing of Petitions, Motions, and All Other Filings 
(A) Every petition. m~~ti~~n_ or other filing In~~st be sued or electronically signed by an 

attorney or pNu .~<<- or ether re~~resentativc ~~ l~ r~.cord in their individual name, with their 
email address and te~~r~h~~ne nu~l~her statc~l, ti~~zth the exception of prefiled testimony 
(which is signed and a~tcst~~j tc~ l,~ its author, in accordance with Rule 2.213(C)) and 
e~lihits or other attaclu~~ei~t~ to another filin~~. 

(B) Pleadings need not be ti ~riticd or ~~c~oinpanied by affidavit or declaration, except when 
specilicallyrequired by rule car statute. 

(C) The signature of an attorney or pYo se or other representative constitutes a certification by 
that person that, based on' a reasonable inquiry and agood-faith basis, to the best of their 
knowledge, information, and belief, all of the following are true: 
(1) There are good grounds to support the petition, motion, or other filing; 

(2) All legal contentions are supported by existing law or by a nonfrivolous argument 
for the extension, modification, or reversal of existing law or the establishment of 
new law; 
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(3) All factual contentions have evidentiary support, or, if specifically so identified, 
are likely to have evidentiary support after a reasonable opportunity for further 
investigation or discovery; and 

(4) The petition, motion, or other filing is not being done for delay or any other 
inappropriate purpose. 

(D) Any violation of subsection (C) maybe subject to sanctions under Rule 2.224. 

2.204 Pleadings and Other Filings; Service, Filing, Form, and Amendment 
(A) Service, when required. In addition to any other r~c~t~irement imposed by law, every 

filing must, on the same day on which it is #]led. l,e ser~cd b~~ the party filing the same on 
every other party who has filed a notice c>f ~~~~~~~arance and ~~n ~~•ery party that is entitled 
to notice by statute, rule, Cornrnission cal dc~, or Ruie 2.2G5. 

(B) Service, how made. 
(1) Service on represented parties and pa~~ticirant~. When service is rL~uired on a 

party that has made a notice ~f appeur~m~e. ~crvice must be made on the attorneys 
and representatives who l~a~ e ii1e~~ n~~ti~~sof appearance. 

(2) ePUC users and non-ePUC' used. Parties o~~ ~~articipants who are using ePUC to 
participate i» a Commission E~r~~c~~~lin~~ ( eP~ ~C users)`will have their email 
addresscs~included o11 the "P~c~pl~~~ tab in e~UC, ~~~hileparties or participants who 
are not~~usin ~ c [' ~~ C to participate in a Commission proceeding (non-ePUC users) 
will have oiily Their ~,lz~~sical nlailin~~ addresses included on the "People" tab in 
ePUC. 

,(3) ~ ervice on Statr ~~ ~~cncies through ePUC. When a party or participant initiates a 
Commission proceeding in ePUC, service on any State agency that is entitled to 
service must occur through ePUC. For petition filings labeled "Other" in ePUC, 
the party or participant should contact the clerk to ensure that State agencies (in 
addition to the Department of Public Service) are added to the ePUC case and 
served:` 

(4) Electronic service for all ePUC users. In all cases, service is deemed to be made 
on all ePUC users in that proceeding by automatic notification through ePUC. 
ePUC will send email notification of a filing made via ePUC with a link to access 
the document filed to all parties or persons on whom service is required by the 
applicable rules of procedure, and who are using ePUC to participate in a 
Commission proceeding. 
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(5) No certificate of service when service is entirely through ePUC. In cases where 
all parties and participants are ePUC users, no certificate of service is required. 
This rule does not relieve anyone of any obligation to file other certifications, 
such as any required certificates or notices regarding the exchange of discovery. 

(6) Paper copies for non-ePUC users. In all cases, service may be made on non-
ePUC users by mailing a copy of the filing, first-class postage prepaid, to the 
person whose notice of appearance is on file. For tiervice on non-ePUC users, 
service may also be made by personal delivery or ley any other means authorized 
by the person entitled to service. The filer. car the Commission in the case of a 
Commission-issued document, must sere e ~~ paper copy of an electronically filed 
document on all parties or persons on ~~ (join service is required by the applicable 
rules of procedure, and who are not using ePUC to participate in a Commission 
proceeding. 

(7) Certificates of service. When a pai-t~ ear participant in a Con~~nis~ion proceeding 
serves paper copies, a certificate of s~a~~ice is required. A certit:~c~it~, of service 
must include the names and addresses of eniitics or individuals who are served 
with a paper copy of a fi ling. ;~ certificate ~~i~ ~~rvice need not include the names 
and addresses of any entities ~,~~ inc]i~~i~luals 1~»~ ~vh~~m service is effectuated 
electronically using ePUC. 

(C) Filing, manner and si<~uificance. 
(1) Filing of al I public documents mu5~ ire accomplished through ePUC or by 

deliver~~ r~~ tl~~ C~,mnlission during the course of an evidentiary hearing, unless 
the document falls under one ~f the listed exceptions in Rule 2.110 or a waiver 
has`been brant~d under Rule ?.1 U? fuc piper filing. 

(? ) Filing of documents for «hirh ~:ontidential treatment is sought must be 
accomplished' through the i~rocedures listed in Rule 2.226. 

(3) Regardless of the iilethod of delivery employed, filing of all public documents 
occurs only upon receipt by the ePUC system or receipt by the Commission. 

(4) Every filin~~ ~~»isttutes a representation by the attorney or pro se or other 
representative signing the filing that a copy has been or will be served on the 
same day on which it is filed on every other party or participant on whose behalf a 
notice of appearance has been filed. 

(D) Number of copies. In the limited circumstances where Commission rules allow paper 
filings, all materials required to be filed must include an original only, except that paper 
filings of discovery responses under Rule 2.214 must include an original plus one copy. 
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(E) Form of filings. 
(1) In  general. 

(a) Except as provided in Rule 2.204(F), all filings must be typed using a 
common typeface, size 12 font, double-spaced, and formatted as 8 1 /2" x 
11" with at least 1"margins. 

(b) All motions, briefs, and comments—other than proposed orders, proposed 
findings of fact and conclusions of law_ anc~ post-hearing briefs—must be: 
(i) no more than 25 pages in length (c~~luding e~ibits), 

(ii) no more 15 pages in len~tl~ {c~cli~cling e~ibits) for responses, and 

(iii) no more than 10 p~~`~es in length (excluding e~chibits) for replies. 

(c) The first page of every tiling must include the case caption (the case name 
and the case number if a cage member has. been assi~n~r7) and must be 
headed by a descriptive title w e.~~.. ":applicant's Response t~~ Hearing 
Officer's Requ~ st f~~r Additic»>~ll I nf~~l-ivation"). 

(d) All filings longer than 1 pa~~r mint inclu~~e~ in the upper right-hand corner 
of each page the ca~~, name and case ~lumbcr-, the page number, and the 
dale. phis informatiuii ~s not ~-equir~e~j ~~n the'~rst page of a letter or other 
iiliti~~_ p~~o~ ic3ed that the ca~~ nani~, case i~u~nber, and date appear 
s~~n1c~~~hcrc oil the f1Tst p~i~~c. 

(e) Film<~s must address the procedural and substantive matters that are before 
the Cc~mnlission; they mad° not use inappropriate or derogatory language, 
anal ih~y may not make ~ers~~n~~l accusations that are speculative or are not 
directly related to the proc~.aural and substantive matters that are before 
the Con~~~ission. Upon a motion by a party or upon the Commission's 
own ini t i at i~-e at anytime, the Commission may strike from any filing any 
redundant, immaterial, impertinent, or scandalous matter. 

(2) Separate documents required. 
(a) Each dac~ment (e.g., each witness's prefiled testimony, each individual 

e~iibit etc.) must be identified and filed in ePUC separately. 

(b) Individual documents may not be consolidated into a single larger 
document for filing in ePUC. 

(c) New motions may not be filed in the same document as a response or 
reply to a previously filed motion. 
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(d) Service lists that are not part of an initial filing in a case maybe combined 

into a single document with any other filing, except for prefiled testimony 

or e~ibits. 

(3) Document numbers required. When parties or participants provide lists of 

prefiled testimony and exhibits that have been previously filed in ePUC, whether 

by filing such a list in ePUC or by hand delivery at a hearing, the list must include 

the ePUC document number for each document that was prefiled using ePUC. 

(Each document filed electronically via ePiJ(' is assigned an individual document 

number, formatted as a number followed b~ a tug „~ard slash followed by another 

number — e.g., 123456/456789.) Guidance t'c~r accusing and including the ePUC 

document numbers assigned to pref lccl to5timon~ and e~iibits can be found on 

the Commission's website. 

(4) Time of submission. 

(a) An electronic filing maybe submitted ou any day, in~luc~i~7g holidays and 

weekends, and ~, t any time. 

(b) A filing is con;;iciered til~c~ on the d<~tc ii is submitted if submitted by 4:30 

P.M. on a date that the C'~»r~tnission is~~open for business. 

(c) .A filiu~ s~~bmitted after ~: ~0 P.1~T. ur on ~l weekend, holiday, or any other 

~1~~~ the C~~nunission is not open Cor busil~css will be considered filed on 

the Text business day. 

(cl) Fai1ure of any system otherthan. ePUC will not excuse a failure to comply 

~.~~itl~ a filing deadli~l~ uz~l~ss the Commission exercises its discretion to 

extend the deadline. [f cPUC or any of its subsystems is unavailable due 

to system maintenance or failure, the Commission will issue a notice (in 

the ePUC' p~~~-tal and on the Commission's website) extending any 

deadlines that occurred during the time that ePUC was unavailable. 

(5) Re~ai~t of submisszon. 

(a) Tlie ePU~ system will automatically acknowledge receipt of any filing 

and will provide an identifying case number in the email confirmation of 

any initial filing that has been acknowledged by ePUC. 

(b) The identifying case number must appear on all subsequent filings 

pertaining to that Commission proceeding. 

(c) However, a filing is not deemed accepted by the Commission until it 

meets the requirements of these rules and of the ePUC system. 
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(6) Review of submission. 
(a) A filing that initiates a case and has been submitted via ePUC will be 

reviewed by the Commission for compliance with the requirements of 
these procedures and the ePUC system, and with any applicable statutes 
and Commission rules. 

(b) After review of the filing, the Commission will electronically notify the 
filer if the filing cannot be processed until sjiecified actions have been 
taken as required by these procedures and the ePUC system, and by any 
applicable statutes and Commission rules. 

(c) If a filing has not been accented_ a Tiler may submit a corrected filing. The 
Commission will accept a c<~rrected filing if it meets all requirements of 
triese procedures, ~-ie eI'[_ C system, and any ~~}~~~lic~~ble statutzs ar~d 
Commission rules. 

(d) When a corrected. filing has,b~en accepted, the date and ti~1~e of filing for 
all purposes i~n~iea- t17e Commi>sic,n - s rules of procedure ar.: the date and 
time that the c~~i~t-~cted fiilin~~ ~~as subiuitted. 

(7) Component parts of sin~lc ducum~nt. ~~'h~n c~~mx~~~nent parts of a single 
document ace filed separatelyt~sin~~ cPUC (~.~~._ separate signature pages from 
multipl~.~artics tc~ a settlement ~z;~~-cei»~n~), cacll party that fles a separate 
component m ust ~~ro1~ ide a name Fi>r that compuncnt in the appropriate ePUC 
field. cic~irly indi~atin~~ the nature of the component filing and the specific 
dacumcnt ihaf the cuillponent 1ilin~~ i~ intended to be a part of (e.g., "Signature 
l~a~~e ~~f 1 ? ~ S~~la~- t~~ ~tttlemc~lt ~~~~r~~me.nt with Agency of Natural Resources"). 

Corrected documcnt~. D~~~;uments tiled for the purpose of correcting previously 
filed documents n~~~~ he ailed in ePUC by selecting the "revised" option from the 
appropriate filing s~~-een. The new document will then appear in ePUC. The 
previously filed document will still appear in ePUC but will be marked as
"superseded." 

(9) Filing only iu open cases. If the status of a case, found in the upper-right corner 
of the case screen in ePUC, reads "closed," a filer must contact the clerk of the 
Commission before filing any document that the filer believes is or may be related 
to the closed case. The clerk will assist the filer in determining whether it is 
appropriate to make the new filing in the closed case or to initiate a new case with 
a different case number when making the filing. 

(10) Prohibited documents. A document cannot be submitted via ePUC if it: 
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(a) is not created or saved in searchable PDF, searchable PDF/A, Excel (.xls 
or .xlsx), jpeg, .ptx, Powerpoint (.ppt or .pptx), MS Word (.doc or .docx), 
MP4, or AVI format; 

(b) is larger than 50 MB, unless it is filed in segments no larger than 50 MB; 
or 

(c) contains a virus detected by the ePUC s~~stem. 

(11) Requirements for electronic documents. ;fin clu~tc~nically filed document that 
has been submitted via ePUC will be acc~r,t<<i 1,} tl~e Commission only if: 
(a) it has been formatted as regt~ir~~l ley the Com111ission's rules of procedure 

and is clearly legible, and (lor text documents) ~~ ~}rd-searchable, in the 
electronic format in which it is filed; 

(b) any password protection or <~the~- s~curitti~ device has been removed; and 

(c) all informatiuil c~equired to be inclu~iecl with the filing has been submitted. 

(12) Different formats for docu~~~~nts. 
(a) Documents that cal~not he 1ilrci in ~~n~~ c~i~ the supported formats must be 

filcc3 ~ti~ith the Commis~iun and ~~r~ ~~ can ~~thcr parties or participants to a 
C~_mul~is~i~,i~ proceeding in r~aprr co~y~ . 

(b) Ifthe filing parh~ has an tlectr~nic version of a document, then they 
should also. provide the Commission with an electronic version of the 
clocilmenf`~~(n addition to filing a paper copy with the Commission). 

(c) Parties or participants to a Commission proceeding may agree among 
themselves try exchange electronically documents that are not in an ePUC-
supporte~i tc>»nat in place of serving each other with paper copies. 

(13) Signatures of representatives of parties and participants. 
(a) Where ~~ signature is required, the electronic filing of a petition, pleading, 

motion. ~~r other document constitutes the representative's signature on the 
document and for all other purposes under the applicable rules of 
procedure, including the imposition of sanctions under Rule 2.224 and the 
requirement in Rule 2.203(C) of, among other things, a reasonable inquiry 
and good-faith basis for all representations in written filings. 

(b) An electronically filed document that requires a signature must include a 
signature block containing the representative's typed-in name, preceded 
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by "/s/" or an electronic facsimile of the signature, a scanned copy of it, or 
another form of electronic signature as defined in 9 V.S.A. § 271(9), and 
the name, address, telephone number, and email address of the person 
signing the document. 

(c) A procedural document filed by non-electronic means must be signed as 
provided in the applicable rules of procedure. 

(d) Any document filed jointly must coni~iin the signature of each 
representative in the form provided ~~boti ~. If such a document is filed 
electronically, the act of filing l~~ ur un behalf of a representative 
constitutes a representation that all the other si ~rners consented to the filing 
of the document. 

(14) Signatures of Commission persunncl. 
(a) Commissioners, hearing officers. the clerk, and other Commission 

personnel m~ti sign any Commi~siim-s~cnerated documci~t created and to 
be issued or entered in electronic f~~7 i1~ with an electronic facsimile 
signature folto~ved by a si~~~natu~~c hl~~cl~ r~ntaining the signer's typed 
name and title. That ~i~~nati~r-e~ hay tll~ sa»1e effect as a handwritten 
signature on a non-clectr~, nic c~o~~uncnt. 

(b) .1n ~lr~~tr~~nic facsimile ~i,~~rlat~n-e of a Co~~zmissioner, hearing officer, or 
the ~l~rk on a C'ommis~ion-~rznerated document filed in the ePUC 
electroliic tilin~~ 5~~st~m is presumed valid. Unauthorized use of an 
electronic ia~simrle si~~nat«~-c «-ill render invalid the document that was 
issur~l ~~ itl~ the unaufliori~cd sibnature unless the Commissioner, hearing 
officer_ or ~lcrk ratiti~s tlic use of their signature. 

(F) Sp~;cial rules for certain c~lubits. L :~hibits need not comply with the typewriting or size 
requirement of Rule 2.204(E) if it is impracticable to do so (e.g., a spreadsheet that is 
more user-fi-icndly wheii;submitted in electronic form). 

(G) Amendments in pendn~proceedings. 
(1) In  general. Proposed amendments to any filing may be made at any time before 

the evidentiary record is closed. Unless allowed automatically under an 
applicable statute or rule, or agreed to by all parties (without the Commission 
denying the amendment), such amendments require Commission approval. 
Proposed amendments must be clearly identified and must clearly indicate what 
changes are being made. In the event an amendment makes a substantial change 
to a filing, the Commission may order such additional notice to other parties and 
the public as justice may require. 
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(2) Rate filings. Any filing to amend, supplement, or alter an existing rate filing or 
substantially revise the proof in support of a rate filing to increase, decrease, or 
substantiate a pending rate request must demonstrate that the change in filing or 
proof is necessary for the purpose of providing adequate and efficient service. 
This requirement is met if the new filing is the result of previously unknown costs 
or other circumstances (which could not have been known through reasonable 
diligence) that will be in effect during the affected rate period. 

(H) Public access to and use of ePUC. Any person. inciudin~~ any member of the general 
public, may use ePUC to: 
(1) File public comments on any procecciin`~ before the C~}mmission. Comments 

related to a specific Commission proceeding should lie filed in the case number 
for that proceeding. (If a person cic~e~ not know the ca~c munber, they should 
contact the clerk before filing to obt~~in the case number.} "I he Commission in its 
discretion may prohibit a filer from using ePLiC upon a determination that the 
filer has abused the ePl:C system by repeated Ei.ling of irrelevant. ~~usive, or 
duplicative document ~ or i n i urination. 

(2) Subscribe to receive notif icaticm ~~1'tlie lilin~~ of any documents filed by parties or 
issued bar t1~c Commission in any C~~~1~nli~sion ~~r~~ceeding. To subscribe to a 
case, a u,~er must log into ~:PtC ( ~rcatin~~ an acr~~unt it'necessary), search for the 
case to ~~~hicl~ the person would lil~~ to ~tibscrirc_ select "Subscribe to a Case" 
from th c ~' S ~ 1 ~ c t : a c t i on" drop-down menu, and fill in the fields on that screen. A 
pers~>n ~~ ho ~~ i~l~cs to stop s~~l~scribitig to a case or update the email address used 
t~~ sut~c~-ibe sh~tilci cc~ntaci the clerkat puc.elerk@vermont.gov. 

~3) Search lur and ti ~i~~v all l~ublie case uiformation and all public documents in any 
Commission pi-u~cc~iin~~. 

2.205 Notice to Other Persons or Parties 
(A) Notice also~rovided t~ certain entities affected by proposed chan  ges to pole-attachment 

terms or tariffs. .at the beginning of a proceeding that proposes to make changes to 
existing pole-attachment terms or tariffs, proposes a new pole-attachment tariff, or seeks 
approval of a program involving pole-attachment rates, the pole-owning entity must 
provide notice of the filing to all entities that currently have equipment attached or have 
applied to attach equipment to one or more poles owned by the pole-owning entity. 

(B) Orders of notice. The Commission may require any party who seeks the granting or 
denial of any form of relief to file a proposed order of notice. 
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(C) Expenses. The expense of furnishing notice must be borne by the party on whose behalf 
or for whose benefit such notice is given. 

2.206 Motions, Responses to Motions, and Replies in Supuort of Motions 
(A) Motions not made during a hearing must be in writing, filed within a reasonable period of 

time from when the issue arose or by a deadline established by rule or order, and, if they 
raise a substantial issue of law, must be accompanied by a brief or memorandum of law. 

(B) All motions, responses, and replies must comply with al I of the filing requirements of 
these rules, including the page limitations of Rule ?.20~(E)(1). 

(C) Motions made during a hearing maybe requil-cd to be put in ~a•riting and supported by a 
brief or memorandum of law within such. period as the Comrllis~ion may direct. 

(D) An opportunity to present evidence on ~~ mc>tiu~i shall he }?r~~vided, if requested, unless the 
Commission finds there to be no genuine i~suc as to an~~ material fact. The request for an 
opportunity to present evidence shall include a st~ltcment of the evidence that the party 
wishes to offer. In any case, the C~~ilimissic~n mati~ decline to hear oral argument and may 
dispose of the motion without ar~~umcnt. 

(E) Unless otherwised~rected by the C~~mmissiun_ resp<~nses to motions are due 14 days after 
the motion is filed. and r~}~lies are aue 1 ~ ~lav~ ~~i~tcr responses are filed. 

(F) If a party seeks lca~ e t~, fi Ic a vur-reply _ or make any other filing that is not allowed under 
applicable nil cs, it must clo ~o b~- nl~~tiun. The motion must set forth good cause as to 
why tl~c ~natt~r could n~,t hay c beers raised in an earlier filing. 

(G) I f a mutiun seeks ~x~e~jitcd res~,lutiun (that is, sooner than allowed by the standard 14-
d<<~ response period 'an~i 1--~-play reply-to-response period, plus a time for Commission 
delib~r~<<ions), this must tic clearly stated in the title of the motion ("Expedited Motion 
to. . . ~1. 

(H) A motion requesting alternative forms of relief (i.e., requesting that the Commission 
grant relief in one foam or another based on related facts) maybe filed as a single 
document. A response or reply to such a motion may also be filed as a single document. 

(I) Anew motion may not be combined with a response to a motion. 

(J) A memorandum of law must be included in the same document as the motion it supports. 
However, any affidavit, declaration, e~ibit, or other supporting matter or attachment to a . 
motion or response must be filed as a separate document and must identify the motions or 
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responses to which the supporting matter relates and must be referenced in the motions or 
responses unless it is filed after them. 

(K) All motions (except for motions to dismiss, for summary judgment, for a temporary 
restraining order, or for sanctions) must state whether the moving party has received 
consent for the relief requested from all other parties and participants. 

2.207 Time
(A) All filings (including electronic filings) must be suhmitte~i. by 4:30 P.M. on a date that the 

Commission is open for business to count as bein ~,~ i i I c~i c~ ~i that date. 

(B) In computing any time period in these rules. in any order, i~~- in any applicable statute that 
does not specify a method of computinz; tin~c: 
(1) Exclude the day of the event tll~~t tci ~~r~ers the period. 

(2) Count every day, including intermedi~itc S~hlydays, Sundays, {end legal holidays. 

(3) Include the last day ~i~the pe~i~d, but if tl~c last day is a Saturday, Sunday, or 
legal holiday (any day dcclarcci a holiday h~~ the United States President, the 
United States Congress, ar t11e Stag ol~ ~'~»n~~nt), the period continues to run until 
the end ~f the Wert day that i~ n~~t a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. 

(C) Absent extraordin~~l-~ ~icculii~tances, auv m~~tion to extend a deadline must be filed at 
least 3 days before the d~~~dl ine and mint srt forth good cause why the extension should 
be granted. 

2.208 Defec~i~e Filings 
The Commission may refuse, to a~~cpt lu~~ filing or, after filing, may at any time reject 

any filing that fails to conform to the requirciii~nts of this rule or is otherwise substantially 
defective or insufficient. A filing is substantially insufficient if, for instance, it fails to include 
all material information required by statute or rule. 

2.209 Intervention
(A) Intervention as of i7~l~t. i_'pon timely application, anyone shall be permitted to intervene 

in any proceeding (`l ) ~~ hen a statute or Commission rule confers an unconditional right 
to intervene, or (2) when the applicant claims an interest in the matters that must be 
resolved in the proceeding and the applicant is so situated that the disposition of the 
proceeding may as a practical matter impair or impede the applicant's ability to protect 
that interest, unless the applicant's interest is adequately represented by existing parties. 

(B) Permissive intervention. Upon timely application, a person may be permitted to 
intervene in any proceeding (1) when a statute or Commission rule confers a conditional 
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right to intervene, or (2) when an applicant's claimed interest shares a question of law or 
fact in common with the matters that must be resolved in the proceeding. In exercising 
its discretion, the Commission must consider whether intervention will unduly delay the 
proceeding or prejudice the interests of existing parties or of the public. 

(C) Conditions. Where a party has been granted intervention, the Commission may restrict 
that party's participation, may require that party to join with other parties with respect to 
appearance by counsel, presentation of evidence, or other matters, and may otherwise 
limit that party's participation, all as the interests ~f ju~tic~ and economy of adjudication 
require. The Commission has discretion in deteri»inin`~~ when to order joint 
representation, but may not require a State agency to lac rei~resented jointly with any 
other party. 

(D) Procedure. An application to intervene must be made by notice (i 1~ notice is allowed by 
statute or Commission rule) or by motiun rn~3de in accordance with th~,~e rules. The 
motion must be made as early as possible or by the date ~~llowed under a scheduling 
order. 

2.210 Joinder
(A) Persons to be joined if feasible. t~ p~r~~~n steal I b~ joined as a party in the case if: 

(1) in the pers~~n's absence complete relief cannot h~ accorded among those already 
parties. or 

(2) the persc~n claims ~u~ interest related to the subject of the case and is so situated 
illat the di~~~«~iti~~n of the ca~u in the person's absence may: 
( a) as a practical inatte~~ i7~~pair or iil7pede the person's ability to protect that 

interest_ ur 

(h) leave au~ ~~t the persons already parties subject to a substantial risk of 
incurrin<~ cj~,tible, multiple, or otherwise inconsistent obligations by reason 
of the person's claimed interest. 

(B) Reasons for nonjoinder. ~ petition or other initial filing shall state the names, if known 
to the filer, of any persons described in subsection (A) who are not joined, and the 
reasons why they are not joined. 

(C) Joinder by order of the Commission. 
(1) For a person described in subsection (A), if joinder is feasible but has not 

occurred, the Commission may order that the person be made a party. 
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(2) For a person described in subsection (A), if joinder is not feasible, the 

Commission may determine whether in equity and good conscience the 

proceeding should continue among the parties before the Commission, or whether 

the proceeding should be dismissed because the absent person is indispensable. 

The factors to be considered by the Commission include: 

(a) to what extent an order rendered in the person's absence might be 

prejudicial to the person or those already parties, 

(b) the extent to which, by protective rrc ~ ~ i s i c~ ns in the order, by the shaping 

of relief, or other measures, the prcj udicc can be lessened or avoided, 

(c) whether an order rendered in the person's ~~l,scnce will be adequate, and 

(d) whether the petitioning pai-t~ will have an adequt~tc remedy if the petition 

is dismissed for nonjoinclec. 

(3) Permissive joinder. Upu~~ a motion by a p~~rty i~r on the Commissiun's own 

initiative, the Commis~ron ma~~ join all ~~er~ons who have an interest arising out of 

the same matter if any c~u~stion of 1 acv ~„~ fact common to all of the joined persons 

maybe resolved through an ~~rdci- iYl the ~a~t ~~ herz the person is joined. 

Alternatively, the Commission may ~~ive 1~~~~~t t~~ ~~llow the person to file an 

amicu.~~ brief. 

(4) Misjoindcr. "I,llr n~isjuinder of partic~ is not ground for dismissal of a case. 

Parties may be dn~pped or added ley order of the Commission on motion of any 

partti~ ur <m its o~~ n iilitiati~ e ~~t am stare of the case and on such terms as are just. 

tiny part ~t~ a case r»ay be se~~crccl ,lnd proceeded with separately. 

2.211 C~~isolidation of Hearui~s; Separate Hearings 

(A) Cons~ld~tion. When cases involving a common question of law or fact are pending 

before tl~c Commission, itmay orcicr a joint hearing on any or all the matters at issue in 

the cases; it may, with consent of the parties, order all the cases consolidated; and it may 

make orders in these E~rurcedings to avoid unnecessary costs or delay. 

(B) Separate hearings. 11~~: (:ommission, for convenience or to avoid prejudice, or when 

separate hearings will promote expedition and economy, may order a separate trial of any 

issue or issues. 

2-.212 Scheduling, Status Conferences, and Mediation 

(A) Scheduling and Status Conferences. In any proceeding, the Commission may direct the 

parties to appear before it at any time for a conference to consider scheduling and other 

matters, including: 
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(1) simplifying the issues; 

(2) amendments to filings; 

(3) admissions of facts and of documents; 

(4) limiting the number of expert witnesses; 

(5) whether the case maybe appropriate for meciiati~~~i; and 

(6) any other matters that may aid in the disposition of the case. 

Page 24 

(B) Mediation. Upon a motion by any party or can its own initi~ii~ e, the Commission may 
order the parties to any proceeding to ~~arti~•.ipate in mediati~m. :~~ll parties and their 
counsel must attend a scheduled mediation ~mless the partiUs stipulate otherwise or the 
Commission, for good cause, excuses a person from participation or authorizes a person 
to participate by telephone. at each mediation. cash p~~-ry must have iii attendance a 
person who has settlement auti~c~rity and aiith~~rit~ to enter stipulations. With the 
agreement of all parties and the »>cdiator-. am nr>npart~ having an interest that maybe 
materially affected by the outcome ~~f th~.procc~~lin<~. ~,r ti~hose presence is essential to its 
resolution, may attenc~~a mediation in person or b~~ c~un~~l. The fees and expenses of a 
mediator selected 1~~~ t}~c parties wi11 be agreed cm h~~ the parties and the mediator. In 
cases involving a pctiii~~n. the petitioner is resl~onsiblt tux all fees and expenses of a 
mediator unless ~~thc~-~~~i ~~ a~~r~,ed or ordercc~. In all other cases, each party must pay an 
equal share ~~ t~ tht fec~ anal e~pcn~~s ~~ I~ ~in~~ elected or designated mediator unless 
other«isc a~~r~~cj or oi~dtl~ec~. 1~i~ party th,~t believes it is financially unable to pay the 
tic ma~~ file a elution with`~th~ C'~~mmiss~on requesting a different fee arrangement or that 
mediation not be required in fll~ case. 

2.213 Pref er! Testimony 
(A) Direct case..., Each part} must prefil~ the direct testimony and exhibits of each witness it 

proposes to call in support ~~f its direct case. 

(B) Rebuttal case. Each paa-t~ must prefile the direct testimony and e~iibits of each witness it 
proposes to call in rebuttal of the case of any other party. 

(C) Form of prefiled testimony. 
(1) The preferred form for prefiled testimony is question-and-answer form. However, 

such testimony may be filed in narrative form, provided that it is typewritten and 
conforms with the requirements set forth below and with the requirements set 
forth in Rule 2.204(E). 
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(2) Testimony filed in narrative format must include headers to identify subj ect-
matter categories. 

(3) The preferred format for all prefiled testimony is to have line numbers in the left-
hand margin of each page. However, prefiled testimony without line numbers 
will be accepted if necessary. 

(4) The prefiled testimony of each witness must be 1>> cceded by a brief statement, on 
a separate page, summarizing the testimony and e~:hibits referred to in the 
testimony. The summary is not evidence. 

(5) The prefiled testimony of each witness must be accc~rl~~,anied by a signed affidavit 
or declaration attesting that all statements are true and ~~rcurate to the best of the 
witness's knowledge and belief. and that the witness is ~ubj~ct to sanctions for 
contempt and perjury if any statt~ncnts are false. 

(6) Despite the provisions oI'Commission Rule >.1 U7(C)(7) or any c+tlzer rule, in 
circumstances in which a n~~t~tri.zed document is required, a filer may include the 
following language in lieu v I~ notarization: "I d~~lare that the above statement is 
true and accurate to the best ~>t my lciiowl~c~`~c and belief. I understand that if the 
above statcnient>,is false, l mad he subject to sanctions by the Commission 
pursuant to 3O 1~ .5.~~,. § 3(i." In Cunlnlis~iun hearings in which a witness testifies 
by vide~~ or ~~u~~iu ~01~ F~r~ncc. tic Ccnnmissiun may administer the oath remotely 
provided the Commission is satisfiie~] as to the identity of any witness testifying 
ren~~~t~ly. 

2.214 Discoverv~ 
(A) S~iti~ice of disco~~~rv.requests a~lcl r~~p~nses. All discovery requests and responses must 

be ser~~ed on all pa~~tes and participants in accordance with Rule 2.204. Discovery 
requcst~.,served on parties or participants in a Commission proceeding must also be filed 
with the Commission ire cP [_! C. In particular cases, the Commission may also direct that 
the parties file copies o F di scovery responses. 

(B) Discovery methods. P~n~ti~s may obtain discovery by one or more of the following 
methods: depositioi~~ upon oral examination or written questions; written interrogatories; 
production of documents or things or permission to enter on land or other property, for 
inspection and other purposes; and requests for admission. 

(C) Discover procedures. Unless the Commission, on its own initiative or upon a timely 
motion by a party, allows otherwise, all discovery must be done in accordance with the 
specific procedures outlined in Rule 2.230. 
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2.215 Conduct of Hearings 
(A) Commission witnesses. The Commission may call witnesses to testify as to any matter at 

issue in any proceeding. Except for non-substantive procedural, scheduling, or 
administrative matters, or as required to establish the subject matter and scheduling of the 
testimony to be offered, the Commission may not communicate with witnesses on the 
subject of their testimony unless it is done in open hearing or upon notice and opportunity 
for all parties to participate. 

(B) Examination of witnesses by Commission and staff. :any Commissioner, and any 
Commission staff or agent, may examine witnes~~s ~vho testify in any proceeding. 

(C) Rulings by hearing officers. When a proceeduig has been a~sr~ned to a hearing officer, 
the hearing officer may make rulings of latil° on procedural ~»attcrs, on the admission or 
exclusion of evidence, and on any other i~~.~tters necessary to conclude proceedings 
before the hearing officer. After the hearin ~~ officer has issued atitl ser~~ed a proposal for 
decision, a party may bring those rulings tc~ the Cominissi.on for revicn b~~ requesting, 
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 811, the opportunity t~~ file exceptions and to present briefs and 
oral argument. 

2.216 Evidence, Remote Proceedings, and llcadlines for Objecting to Prefiled Testimony 
and E~►ibits 

(A) Evidence. Eviclentiary t~~atters are ~o~ crn~d by ~ V.S.~1. ~ `3I0. 

(B) Participation oi- t~stim~>i1~~ h~~~ ~-ideo or au~]i~~ conference. 
(1) The C~~mmi~si~~n ma~~ preside remotely and may, either on its own initiative or 

up~~n the request of a ~~arty. r~~{uir~ or allow parties, witnesses, counsel, or other 
n~c~~sary pers~~n~ to ~~acti~il~ate o1- testify in a hearing or other proceeding by 
video or ~it~dio ~~~n fcren~t «2~i~n reasonable notice. The Commission may use 
contempora~le~~u~ v ideo car audio conference transmission from one or more 
different remote lo~~~.tion~. 

(2) Any objections to an order, hearing notice, or any other notice requiring video or 
audio participation ~~r testimony should be filed as soon as possible. Any 
response to yin t~bjoction should also be filed as soon as possible. 

(3) In any proceeding to be conducted by video or audio conference, the Commission 
may terminate or suspend the proceeding if the Commission finds that the 
connection itself or the circumstances of the call do not allow the Commission or 
other parties to clearly hear one another or that the circumstance of the call are 
otherwise disruptive of the proceeding. 
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(C) Use of e~iibits. Where evidence to be presented consists of tabulations or figures so 
numerous as to make oral presentation impracticable, it must be presented in exhibit 
form. These exhibits must be summarized and explained in testimony. 

(D) Procedure for admittingand objecting to prefiled testimony and e~iibits. 
(1) Prefiled testimony, if admitted into evidence, must be included in the transcript by 

including a link in the transcript to access each witness's electronically filed 
testimony and e~ibits. 

(2) Objections to the admissibility ofprefilecl tcstim~~ny or exhibits, including 
objections to the admissibility of expert opinions. must be filed in writing at least 
14 days before the evidentiary hearing 1 car, if the c~ identiary hearing is canceled, 
then at least 14 days before the c~ idenliary hearing ti~ a~ scheduled under the most 
recent approved schedule). Hu~ti e` cr, if the prefiled testimony or e~ibits are 
filed in the 21 days directly precediii~~ tl~~ evidentiary hearing. then objections 
must be filed in writing within seven ~la~ s cif the objected-to ti line, or at the 
hearing, whichever i s carl i er. 

(3) If an objection to the adn~issihlity of }~re~til~d testimony or e~iibits is filed, all 
parties may file a response_ but nc> >~c~,lics in sui~po~~t of the objection are allowed 
without rern~ission of the Commi~si~~n. 

(E) Views and inspectio~Is. ~ipnn n~~tice to the ~~ar(ias, tl~e Commission may, either on its 
own initiative or upon the request of a ~~art~ . view or inspect any property that is the 
subject of or i~; related to the subject of any proceeding. A view or inspection maybe 
ma~~~e bc[~»~~. dui7ng, or after thehe~u~in~~. 

(F) C>losin~ of the record. Unl~~s Lhe C~inmis~iun, on its own initiative or upon a timely 
motion by a party, detei7nines otherwise (for instance, in a scheduling order), the 
evidentiary record for a ca~~ is closed after all of the evidence to be considered in 
decidinr~ a case has been cnt~red into evidence: 
• at an c~~identiar,~ h~~~ring, ar
• in a pr~~E,~,~al fo3- decision (if there is no evidentiary hearing), or 
• in a final in~d~~~ (if there is no evidentiary hearing or proposal for decision). 

2.217 Objections During Evidentiary Hearings 
During an evidentiary hearing, all objections must be raised immediately or they are 

waived. If a party has no opportunity to object to a ruling or order at the time it is made, the 
absence of an objection does not prejudice the party. Later objections to the same legal point are 
unnecessary, and the later admission or exclusion of evidence of like nature shall be deemed to 
be subject to the same objection as originally stated. 
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2.218 Subpoenas 
(A) Only for testifying witnesses. Subpoenas shall not be used on members of the public who 

merely file public comments and do not submit testimony or offer other evidence, unless 
there is good cause to believe that anon-testifying person has critical information that 
cannot reasonably be obtained in any other way. 

(B) Form and issuance. Every subpoena shall 
(1) state the title of the action, the case number. ~~nd tl:ic Vermont Public Utility 

Commission; and 

(2) command each person to whom it is ciire~ted to ati~nd end give testimony or to 
produce and permit inspection, copyinb, testing, or ~ampl~ng of designated books, 
documents, electronically stared inti~rmation, or tan~~l,lc things in the possession, 
custody, or control of that person, c,r try permit inspection of premises, at a time 
and place therein specified; and 

(3) set forth the text of subsections (Fl ancj l G) r~fi this rule. 

(C) Combined subpoenas allowed. ~~ command t~~ prc~~iuce eti idence or to permit inspection, 
copying, testing, or sampling may b c j ~~ i n eel «~ it h a c~~, m~ n ~~n d to appear at a hearing or at 
a deposition, c,l- »lay he i~s~ied separ~atel~ . ~~ st~l~l~oeua m~~~ specify the form or forms in 
which electronic:~11~ ~ti~r~d informaticm is to b~; produced. 

(D) Issuance by a party ~~r atto~-ncv. Thy rltrk shall issue a subpoena, signed but otherwise in 
blank_ to a part~~ r~~{ue~tin~ ii_ ~~ht~ shall c~~Tnp~lete it before service. An attorney may 
also ts~ue and si~~~~ a subpoena. 

(E) S~r~i~e on parties. ~ copy of every subpoena must be served on all parties to the case 
before o~• at the same time that it is served on the person to whom it is directed. 

(F) Service on witness. A sul~p~ena may be served by any person who is not a party and is at 
least 18 years of age, subject to the limitations on the service of subpoenas listed in 
subsection (A). Service of a subpoena on a person shall be made by delivering a copy to 
that person and, if t11e, person's attendance is commanded, by tendering to that person 
with the subpoena the fees for one day's attendance and the mileage allowed by law. A 
subpoena maybe served at any place within the state. When necessary, proof of service 
shall be made by filing in ePUC a statement of the date and manner of service and of the 
names of the persons served, certified by the person who made the service. 



(G) Protection of persons subject to subpoenas. 
(1) A party or an attorney responsible for the issuance and service of a subpoena shall 

take reasonable steps to avoid imposing undue burden or expense on a person 
subject to that subpoena. The Commission may enforce this duty and impose on 
the party or attorney in breach of this duty an appropriate sanction, which may 
include lost earnings and a reasonable attorney's fee. 

(2) A person commanded to produce and permit ins~~cction, copying, testing, or 
sampling of designated electronically stored. ii~fo~7uation, books, papers, 
documents, or tangible things, or inspectic~il of~p~~cmises need not appear in person 
at the place of production or inspection ~mlcs~ commanded to appear for 
deposition or hearing. 

(3) A person commanded to produce anci permit inspection, rc~p~~ing, testing, or 
sampling may, within 14 days alter sere ice of the subpoentil car before the time 
specified for compliance if such tirn~ i~ Icss Than 1.4 days after se~-~~ice, serve on 
the party or attorney ~lo~i~nated in the ~ubp~~ena written objection tc~ producing 
any or all of the desibnatecl materials or inspection of the premises or to producing 
electronically stored intui,nation in the form i~r forms requested. If objection is 
made, the party serving the subE,ocn~~ shell nc>t he entitled to the requested 
production or to inspect, copy . test. ur s~lmpl~ tl~c ~7~ate-rials or inspect the 
premises cxcc~~t pu~•suant tc~ an ~~r~l~~- of the Co~1~mi~siun. If objection has been 
madc_the part}~ s~r~ in~~ the suhpocn~i may, up~»> notice to the person commanded 
to produce, move at any time for an ~~rder to compel the production, inspection, 
copy i n ~~- testing, or sampling. ~~ uc}1 an order to compel shall protect any person 
~~~~ ho is nr~t a party or an officer ~~ C ~i ~~ai-iv from significant expense resulting from 
the inspection, copy ink_ testing. ~~r sampling commanded. 

(~ ~) On timely motion, ur un the Commission's own initiative, the Commission may 
quash or modify the subpoena if it: 
(a) fails to allow reasonable time for compliance; 

(b) requires a resident of this state to travel to attend a deposition more than 
SO miles one way unless the Commission otherwise orders, or requires a 
notu•esident of this state to travel to attend a deposition at a place more 
than 50 miles from the place of service unless another convenient place is 
fixed by order of the Commission; 

(c) requires disclosure of privileged or other protected matter and no 
exception or waiver applies; or 

(d) subjects a person to undue burden. 



Effective: 9/15/2018 Vermont Rule 2 

Proposed Draft of 8/24/2022 Public Utility Commission Page 30 

(5) To protect a person subject to or affected by the subpoena, the Commission may 

quash or modify the subpoena, or, if the party on whose behalf the subpoena is 

issued shows a substantial need for the testimony or material that cannot 

otherwise be met without undue hardship and ensures that the person to whom the 

subpoena is addressed will be reasonably compensated, the Commission may 

order appearance or production only under specified conditions, if a subpoena: 

(a) requires disclosure of a trade secret or other confidential research, 

development, or commercial information.: 

(b) requires disclosure of an unretai~~ed expert's opinion or information not 

describing specific events or occurr~ciices i» dispute and resulting from the 

expert's study made not at the rcyuest of ally party; or 

(c) requires a person who is n~~t d party or an offic~;r ~~f a party to incur 

substantial expense to tray ~l more than 50 miles one «av to attend a 

hearing. 

(H) Duties in res~ondin~ to sub~~cna. 

(1) A person responding to a ~ul~p~~e~la to produ~c cl~~cuments shall produce them as 

they are kept in the usual course of h~usiues~ ur sha11 organize and label them to 

correspond ~~ ith the cate~~~~ri~s in floc demand. 

(2) If a subp~~cn~~ ~loc~ not. specify the form or fonl~s for producing electronically 

stored intorn~ati~~n. a l~~;rson resa,onci~ing to a subpoena must produce the 

information in a Ior~1~ cn- firm:; in ~~ hieh the person ordinarily maintains it or in a 

form or Icn~ms that arc rtasunahly us~ible. 

(3) A person responding to a sul~~~oena need not produce the same electronically 

stored informati~m in m~~r~ than one form. 

(4) A ~~~rson respoi~dii~~ to a sut~poena need not provide discovery of electronically 

stored iliformati~~i~ from sources that the party identifies as not reasonably 

accessible recaiiseof undue burden or cost. On motion to compel discovery or 

for a prutccti ~ c o~~der, the person from whom discovery is sought must show that 

the information sought is not reasonably accessible because of undue burden or 

cost. If that showing is made, the Commission may nonetheless order discovery 

from such sources if the requesting party shows good cause. The Commission 

may specify conditions for the discovery. 

(5) When information subject to a subpoena is withheld on a claim that it is 

privileged or subject to protection as hearing preparation materials, the claim shall 

be made expressly and shall be supported by a description of the nature of the 
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documents, communications, or things not produced that is sufficient to enable 
the demanding party to contest the claim. 

(6) If information is produced in response to a subpoena that is subject to a claim of 
privilege or of protection as hearing preparation materials, the person making the 
claim may notify any party that received the information of the claim and the 
basis for it. After being notified, a party must promptly return, sequester, or 
destroy the specified information and any copi c~ i t Ilas and may not use or 
disclose the information until the claim is resnl~ cd. A receiving party may 
promptly present the information to the Commission under seal for a 
determination of the claim. If the recei~ in<~ puny disclosed the information before 
being notified, it must take reasonable stc~s to retri~~ ~ it. The person who 
produced the information must prescn ~ the information until the claim is 
resolved. 

(I) Contempt. Failure by any person without ac~cc3u~~t~ ~~cu~e to obey a sub~~oena served on 
that person maybe deemed contempt. Adequate ~~cu~~ for failure to obey exists when a 
subpoena purports to require a nonr~arty to attend car produce at a place not within the 
limits provided in this rule. Tl~e proti isic>ne of 1~' ~'.S.f~. ~§ 1623-1624 shall apply to 
failure by any person without adcc~uat~ e~cusc tc~ ~~b~~~ a ~urpoena served on that person. 

2.219 Summary Jud~mcnr 
(A) Motion for su~nil~a~-~ ju~l~~ment or partial 5«mmar~jucl~~~l~ent. A party may move for 

summary jud~mcnt_ icicnti tti~ing each cl~~im c~~~ defense—or the part of each claim or 
defense~~n ~~~llicll ~umillary j~~ci~nent is sought. The Commission may grant summary 
jud~~menti f the m~>~~ant sl~o~i~s that tl~~r~ is n~~ ~~enuine dispute as to any material fact and 
the n~~~vant is~ entitled to jucl~~m~nt as a matter of law. The Commission should state on 
tl~c ~•ecord the reasons for ~-dnting or denying the motion. 

(B) Timt t~~ file and oppose a ~nutiun. %~ party may file a motion for summary judgment at 
any tinge until 30 days after the clus~ of all discovery, unless a different time is set by 
stipulation oi~ Commission order. The adverse party may file a memorandum in 
opposition a.~ld a statement of disputed facts and affidavits or declarations, if any, up to 
30 days after tht sere ice ol~ the motion on the party. The moving early may file a reply 
memorandum within 1 ~k days after service of the opposition. The Commission may also 
allow a surreply memorandum. 

(C) Procedures. 

(1) Supporting factual positions. A party asserting that a fact cannot be or is 
genuinely disputed must support the assertion by: 
(a) Filing a separate and concise statement of undisputed material facts or a 

separate and concise statement of disputed facts, consisting of numbered 



Effective: 9/15/2018 Vermont Rule 2 

Proposed Draft of 8/24/2022 Public Utility Commission Page 32 

paragraphs with specific citations to particular parts of materials, including 
depositions, documents, electronically stored information, affidavits or 
declarations, stipulations (including those made for purposes of the motion 
only), admissions, interrogatory answers, or other materials; or 

(b) Showing that the materials cited do not establish the absence or presence 
of a genuine dispute, or that an adverse party cannot produce admissible 
evidence to support the fact. 

(2) Objection that a fact is not supported by adn~i~ible evidence. A party may object 
that the material cited to support ar dispute a face cannot be presented in a form 
that would be admissible in evidence. 

(3) Materials not cited. The Comiliissi~~n need consider only the materials cited in the 
required statements of fact, but it m~l~~ consider other materials in the record. 

(4) Affidavits and declarat~~ns. An affida~~it ur declaration used to support or oppose 
a motion must be made on pe~•sonal knowledge, set out facts that would be 
admissible in evidence; and ~ho«~ that the affiant or declarant is competent to 
testify on the matters stated. 

(D) When facts are unavail<ihle to the numu~~~~ant. I1~ a nonm~~~ ant shows by affidavit or 
declaration that.. tur specified reasons_ it cannt,t present f=acts essential to justify its 
opposition, the Commission may: 
(1) defer rui~sidcrin~~ the 171oti~m c~i~ ctcil~~ it; 

(?) ~~lluti~~ time tc~ ~:~l~tain atti~l~i~~its ur ~Lccla~-ations or to take discovery; or 

(~) issue any othca~ ~~~~l~r~~priatc order. 

(E) Failing t~ ~roperly support or addre;~s a fact. If a party fails to properly support an
assertion of fact or fails to rroperly address another party's assertion of fact as required 
by this rule, the Commis~i~~~~ may: 
(1) give an opport~uiity to properly support or address the fact; 

(2) consider the fact undisputed for purposes of the motion; 

(3) grant summary judgment if the motion and supporting materials (including the 
facts considered undisputed) show that the movant is entitled to it; or 

(4) issue any other appropriate order. 
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(F) Jud~nent independent of the motion. After giving notice and a reasonable time to 

respond, the Commission may: 

(1) grant summary judgment for a nonmovant; 

(2) grant the motion on grounds not raised by a party; or 

(3) consider summary judgment on its own after identifying for the parties material 

facts that may not be genuinely in dispute. 

(G) Failing to grant all the requested relief. If the C.c~i~~mis~i~>>i does not grant all the relief 

requested by the motion, it may enter an order statin~~ cult' material fact that is not 

genuinely in dispute and treating the fact as established in the case. 

(H) Affidavit or declaration submitted in b'ad faith. If satisfied that ~jn affidavit or declaration 

under this rule is submitted in bad faith car sulcl~ for delay, the Cu~limi~sion—after notice 

and a reasonable time to respond—may order tl~~ submitting party to pay the other party 

the reasonable expenses it inrurr~~d as a result. ~n ot'ficnding party or atto~-iiey may also 

beheld in contempt or subjected to ether appropriate sanctions. 

2.220 Withdrawal of Petitions 

(A) Voluntary withdrawal. : A petition~a- m~~~ ~ oltult~,ril~ ~~ ithdt-a«- a petition, application, or 

registration without ~»~der of the C~~~Iunissi~~n by iilin~~ a notice of dismissal in any casein 

which no adversr ~~art~ hay Lilc~l sub~tanti~~e c~~nunents in response to the petition. A net-

metering registration ~~~il l he deemed volu~~ta~71y withdrawn if the registrant fails to 

respond to ~~n c>t~jcction raised by the int~~-co~inecting utility. 

(B) Withdrati~~-al bs~ sti~,ul~~ti~~n. ~~ petition, ~1~~~~1 ication, or registration maybe dismissed by 

filing a stipulation of dismissal si ~~n~cj l~v ail parties who have appeared in the action. 

(C) Vtiitll~l~-awal by order of the C'ommissiun. Except as provided in paragraphs (A) and (B) 

of this subsection, an action shall not be dismissed except by order of the Commission 

and on s~lcli terms and ~ onditions as the Commission deems proper. 

(D) Without prejudice. L n 1 ass otherwise specified in a voluntary notice of dismissal, a 

stipulation, or a Con~n~isson order, a dismissal under this rule is without prejudice. 

2.221 Motions to Alter or Amend an Order, Relief from Order, and Harmless Error 

(A) Motion to alter or amend an order. 

(1) Grounds. The Commission may on motion grant a new hearing or alter or amend 

an order on all or part of the issues for any of the reasons for which new hearings 

have been granted in actions at law or in suits in equity in the courts of this state. 

On a motion for a new hearing or to alter or amend an order, the Commission may 
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open the proceeding and reconsider a final order if one has been entered, take 
additional testimony, amend findings of fact and conclusions of law, or make new 
findings and conclusions, and may direct the entry of a new judgment. 

(2) Time for motion. A motion for a new hearing or to alter or amend an order shall 
be filed not later than 28 days after the order is issued. 

(3) Time for serving affidavits or declarations. V~'l~en a motion for new hearing or to 
alter or amend an order is based on affidavits i~r cl~clarations, they shall be filed 
with the motion. An opposing party has 1 ~ cl~~vs after service of the motion 
within which to file opposing affidavits ~r declarations. The Commission may 
permit reply affidavits and declarati~~ns. 

(4) On initiative of the Commission. Nc~t later than 28 day s ai to an order, the 
Commission may on its own initiati~ e order a ne~~ IZearin~ ~~r alter or amend an
order for any reason for which it might have ~~ranied a new h~ari~~~ or altered or 
amended an order on motion of a pasty. Ater giving the parties notice and an 
opportunity to be heard on the matter. the C~nnmission may grant a motion, if 
timely served, for a neti~ hcarin<~ ur to alter ~~r amend an order, for a reason not 
stated in the motion. In either ~a~e. the Cummissic~n shall specify in the order the 
grounds for. ordexing a ne~~ hearin~~ i~r alterin~~ ur amending an order. 

(B) Relief from o7-dcr. 
(1) Clerical mi~tal~cs. Cl~~-ica1 mistakes in judgments, orders, or other parts of the 

record_ ancj en~~>>~s ~lri~in~ from ~~~~~rsi ~~ht or omission maybe corrected by the 
Co mnissi~~n at anv tine ion its o~~~n initiative or on the motion of any party and 
after such t~~~ticc_ i f an~~, as the Commission orders. During the pendency of an 
appeal, such mist~~k~~ inay be so corrected before the appeal is docketed in the 
Supreme Curt, and thereafter while the appeal is pending maybe so corrected 
~x~ith leave of t}le SupremeC~7urt. 

(2) Mistakes, inadvertence, excusable neglect, newly discovered evidence, fraud, etc. 
On motion and on such terms as are just, the Commission may relieve a party or a 
party's legal repr~santative from a final judgment, order, or proceeding for the 
following reasons: (i) mistake, inadvertence, surprise, or excusable neglect; (ii) 
newly discovered evidence that by due diligence could not have been discovered 
in time to move for a new hearing under subsection (A) of this rule; (iii) fraud, 
misrepresentation, or other misconduct of an adverse party; (iv) the judgment is 
void; (v) the judgment has been satisfied, released, or discharged, or a previous 
judgment on which it is based has been reversed or otherwise vacated, or it is no 
longer equitable that the judgment should have prospective application; or (vi) 
any other reason justifying relief from the operation of the judgment. The motion 
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shall be filed within a reasonable time, and for reasons (i), (ii), and (iii) not more 
than one year after the judgment, order, or proceeding was entered or taken. A 
motion under this subsection does not affect the finality of a judgment or suspend 
its operation. This rule does not limit the power of the Commission to entertain 
an independent action to relieve a party from a judgment, order, or proceeding. 
The procedure for obtaining any relief from a judgment shall be by motion as 
prescribed in these rules or by an independent action. 

(C) Harmless error. No error in either the admission ~r tllc c~clusion of evidence and no 
error or defect in any ruling or order or in anything dons ur omitted by the Commission 
or by any of the parties is ground for granting a nc~a trial or for setting aside a verdict or 
for vacating, modifying, or otherwise dist~n-t~in`.; a judgni~ni or order, unless refusal to 
take such action appears to the Commission i~iconsistent with ~ul~stantial justice. The 
Commission at every stage of the procecdin~~ must disregard a11~ error or defect in the 
proceeding that does not affect the substantial ri <~ is of the parties. 

2.222 Proposed Findings of Fact 
(A) In any case the Commission may require each party t~~ file proposed findings of fact. 

Each proposed finding must dial c~,~lciscl~~ with a si~ible fact or with a group of facts so 
interrelated that they cannot reasoiiabl~~ be t~~catcd separately. 

(B) Proposed findin~~s ~7~ust be ~onsecutivel~~ nunibere~~ anal must be in logical sequence. 

(C) Where the part~r claims t~~ ha~~e establi~h~cl mare than one ultimate fact, proposed 
findings must be ~~r~~an~~~d into, ~eparat~ ~~rou~~s, appropriately identified as to subject 
matte~~. 

(D) 'Each proposed finding ~Z~ust ~ontai~~ a ~•itatio~Y or citations to the specific part or parts of 
tj~e record (including pa`. c number an~i line number, where available) containing the 
evirlcnc~ supporting the ~~r<~}~~~~~d finding. 

2.223 Briefs
(A) Briefs must aciclress each issue of law that a party desires the Commission to consider. 

(B) Whenever a brief adciresscs more than one issue, it must be divided into sections that 
separately address each issue. 

(C) Briefs longer than 10 pages must contain, immediately after the cover page, a table of 
contents. 
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2.224 Sanctions

(A) An attorney or pro se or other representative who fails, after having been requested by the 
Commission to do so, to comply with these rules or any Commission order maybe 

suspended from further participation in the proceeding or, for such period of time as the 
Commission finds to be just, from participation in other proceedings. 

(B) In addition, if proposed findings of facts fail to comply with Rule 2.222, that party may 
be deemed to have withdrawn its offers and claims of pl~c~c~ f and to have waived its right 
to a finding by the Commission regarding that fact: anc3 «ith respect to any issue of law 
as to which a party has failed to conform to the r~ q u i ct m ents of Rule 2.223, that party 
maybe deemed to have waived any claims ~f 1a«~ ou that i ssue. 

(C) If, after notice and a reasonable opporhmity to respond, the C'on~mission determines that 
subsection (A) or (B) has been violated, ur that there has been a violation of Rule 
2.203(C), the Commission may, subject to tl~e conditions stated bc1o~~~. impose an 
appropriate sanction on the attorneys, law Finns, or parties that have ~ i~~lated or are 
responsible for the violation+. 

(1) A motion for sanctions un~j~r this rule shall be made separately from other 

motions or requests, shall ~i«eribe tre specific c~,nduct alleged to violate this rule 

or Rule 2.203(C), and shall r~~~lain all cff~~rts oracle toward having the alleged 

violator ~~oluntai~ily withdr~i~v ~~r ~:~~rrcct the ~lialleiig~cl filing, claim, defense, 
contentio~i, allebatiun, or devi~iL \bsent ~xccptional circumstances, a law firm 
shall tie held j~int1v t~esponsiblc ioi- violations committed by its partners, 
associates, and cn~}?1~~~~ees. 

(2} On its ~~~~n initiati~~e. the C'~~mmission may enter an order describing the specific 
~~~nat~rt that ~~ppear t~~ ~ i~~latc ibis rule. ~r Rule 2.203(C) and directing an 

attorney, la~~~ lirni; or ~~art~~ t~~ sho~~~ cause why it has not caused a violation. 

(3) 1~'hen imposing san~~tion~. the Commission shall describe the conduct determined 
to constitute a viulation of this rule and explain the basis for the sanction imposed. 
A ~a~~ction sha~~ be limited to what is sufficient to deter repetition of such conduct 
or con~~,arahle conduct by others similarly situated. The sanction may consist of, 
or include, directives of a nonmonetary nature or an order to pay a penalty. 

2.225 Proposed Schedules 

(A) The parties must make all reasonable efforts to reach agreement on, and jointly file, a 
proposed schedule as early as possible and no later than three days before a scheduling 

conference. If the parties cannot agree on all scheduling matters, they should make 

separate filings that indicate what scheduling matters all parties have agreed to and what 

matters are in dispute. 
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(B) In cases without a statutory deadline for Commission action, a proposed schedule may 
provide the parties with time to negotiate before establishing a formal litigation schedule. 
In that situation, a proposed schedule could be as simple as: 

• Deadline for motions to intervene; 
• Deadline for responses to motions to intervene; 
• Deadline for replies to responses to motions to intervene; and 
• Deadline for parties to file a settlement agreement or a proposed litigation schedule. 

(C) Although the parties are free to agree to alternate teri~ls t~~ propose to the Commission, 
proposed litigation schedules should generally in~lu~le tf~c following items: 

• Date for public hearing (if any); 
• Date for site visit (if any); 
• Deadline for motions to intervene: 
• Deadline for responses to motioil~ to intervene; 
• Deadline for replies to responses to mc~ti~~ns to intervene; 
• Deadlines for filing prefiled testimony 
• Schedule for discover- 6~~ rach set of pret~led testimony, including last date for 

filing requests and due date F~~r res~~c~nscs_ 
• Deadline for objections t~~ ~?rcfiil~d tc~timonv: 
• Evidentiary hearing; 
• Deadline for filing post-hearing.; brief : an~i 
• Deadline toy- iilin~~ post-hearing rc~~l~~ brrcfs. 

(D) Where appropriate, the ~~r~~posed schedule may include other items, such as deadlines for 
motions to ciismi~~ ~~n~l summary ju~l~~nient ~T~otions. When practicable, parties should 
include sped iic cal~n~ar dates in pre~E~~~~~~1 ~clledules rather than dates based on the 
~~ining of a previ~~ u~ ti l i n ~~.~ 

2.226 Confidential Information Protocol 
(A) General vile. 

(1) A11 documents filed with the Commission are presumed to be public. 

(2) The marking ~~ C a document as "confidential" does not render that document 
confidential-. 

(3) To assert confidentiality of adocument, the filing must include one or both of the 
following: 
(a) a cover letter identifying the date and case number of the specific 

Commission order, statute, court order, or other State or federal agency 
decision that recognizes the confidentiality of the document, or 
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(b) a motion for confidential treatment. 

(B) Process for filing information that a party asserts to be confidential. 

(1) All assertedly confidential documents must bear a stamp on every page marking 

the document as "Confidential." 

(2) Until the Commission issues procedures for filing confidential information in 

ePUC, any confidential information must be f~1ed hvv email with the clerk or filed 

in paper and must have the word "Confidential~~ as the first word of the subject 

line. In contested cases, the content of this ~n~ail or paper cover letter must be 

simultaneously served on all other parties, «ith the attached assertedly 

confidential documents also simultaneously served u~~ those parties that have 

signed the confidentiality agreemel~t. For non-paper p~Lrties who have signed the 

relevant protective agreement, ~c~-~~ioe may be done ~h~ ~cin~~~ those parties on the 

email to the clerk. 

(3) Whenever a party files an assertedly ronfi~icnti,il document, tl~at~~a~-ty must 

simultaneously file a ~~tihlic. lion-contidcntial version of the document in ePUC, 

unless the party asserts fllat tl~e cnti~-et~ ~~ f the d~~eument is confidential (in which 

case a document makinb that allc«ati~~n mint be til~.d in ePUC). The public, non-

confidential ve~~sion of the docu~n~~1t must runtain the asserted legal basis for each 

redactt~~~i. in a manner that allun~~ t11~ r~a~ic~~ to kno~~ which redaction is based on 

which ass~rtcc~ l~~~al basis for c~~niidcntiality. 

(C) Form ofmotii~n~ tcn- contid~ntial treatment. 

(1) ~> >~~~,tiu~l fur confidential treatment must set forth the basis for confidentiality, 

includinganv r~lc~~ant citationsto exemptions from public disclosure under the 

Vermont Public Rccorci~ .>1.ct. 

(2) "1'he motion must br accompanied by adocument-specific (or information-

specific) avermcilt ~~f the basis for keeping confidential any document (or 

information) that tll~, party wishes to keep under seal. 

(3) The averment must list a specific expiration date for keeping the information 

under seal (usually no more than three years) and must explain in detail why the 

information must be kept confidential for that length of time. 

(4) The motion must also address each of the following questions: 

(a) Is the matter sought to be protected a trade secret or other confidential 

research, development, or commercial information that should be. 

protected? 



(b) Does the matter sought to be protected contain Critical Energy 
Infrastructure Information (CEII), as that term is defined by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission? 

(c) Does the matter sought to be protected contain information related to a 
utility's cybersecurity program? 

(d) Would disclosure of the information cazi~e ~ cognizable harm sufficient to 
warrant confidential treatment? 

(e) Has the party seeking protection. shu~cn -`good cause" for invoking the 
Commission's protection? 

2.227 Procedural Changes During State of Emergency 
If the Governor of the State of Vermont decla~-c~ a state of emergcnc~-,the Commission 

may issue orders temporarily altering any procedural requ~rcan~nts of Comnlissiun rules. 

2.228 Recusal 
(A) A motion for recusal of a Com~»issi~~ncr ~~r hearin~~ officer shall be made as soon as 

practicable after the cause or ground l,e~•~~rnes.:kn~~ti~~~1. 

(B) Motions for rccusal shall lie acco»>7~ani~d by an ~il~ti~la~ it_ a declaration, or a certificate of 
a party's attc>rue~~_ ~tatin ~~ the reasui~ for it anti 1~ hula_ surli reason was first known. 

(C) The Commissi~~ner or hc~n-ing officer v~ hvsc recusal is sought shall either recuse 
themselves ur_ ~~~ithout rt~li~1~~ on the mc~ti~,n, ~•efer the motion to the other Commissioners 
(c~~~ to all o[~th~ ~"oinmi~~ion~rs ~vl~eii it cunce~-ns ahearing officer). 

(D) ,a Cc~mmission~r ~~r h~~uin~ ~~ Ricer ~~ ho i11ay be recused for any reason other than 
personal bias or pry j u~li~~~ matt dis~•l.ose on the record the basis of their potential recusal 
and may advise the partic~ and their lawyers that they may consider, out of the presence 
of the Commissioner or hearing officer, whether to move for recusal. If, seven days after 
disclosure; to party has ~r~oved for recusal, the Commissioner or hearing officer may 
participate in the proceeding. 

2.229 Recording of Proceedings 
(A) The Commission may record any of its own proceedings. 

(B) Any member of the press or public may record any Commission hearing, oral argument, 
or other public proceeding, under the following conditions: 

(1) Anyone recording a proceeding (by video or audio) must disclose this at the 
beginning of the proceeding. 

(2) Recordings shall not interfere in any way with the proceeding. 
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(3) Recordings shall not capture private discussions between and among: 
(a) Commissioners and Commission staff at the bench, or 

(b) attorneys and their clients. 

(4) The Commission may permit, prohibit, terminate, limit, or postpone the recording 
or transmitting of all or any part of a proceeding, and the use of any device, in the 
hearing room or public meeting room and areas immediately adjacent to it on the 
Commission's own initiative or on the request cif a party or witness in the 
proceeding. Upon notice to the parties, to the pctson requesting the order, to any 
person or entity designated by the media to be notified on behalf of all potentially 
interested members of the media, and to any person who has filed a request to be 
heard on this particular motion, the Commission _~uust 11o1d a prompt hearing on 
the motion. In acting under this prop ision, the Corrvnissi~n will favor allowing 
the recording of all public proceedings and will only restrict such recording if the 
entity recording the proceeding has ~ Mated subsection (B)(1 j, (2), or (3) of this 
rule, or if the Commission conclude tli<it one ol~ iuore of the follo~~~ing factors 
weighs strongly and ~~v~r~ahelmingl~ in tai or cif restricting the ritht to record: 
(a) the impact of rceordin~ nY- i~-an~„~ittin~~ nn the rights of the parties to a fair 

hearing; 

(b) whether the private nature ~~f t~stim~»lv uut~t~cighs its public value; 

(c) the lik~lih~od that p~iysi~al, cin~~tiunal. cc~~n~rnic, or proprietary injury 
iz~a~~ lie catisecl to a witness, a party, or oth~;r person or entity; 

(d) the age, mental ~on~iiti~~n. and medical condition of the party or witness; 
and 

( ~;) any other `~c~c>~i ~au~~. 

2.230 Specific Discover~~ Procedures 
(A) Discovery scope and liiiuts. 

(1) Scope in  general. Unless otherwise limited by Commission order, the scope of 
discos pry is as follows: Parties may obtain discovery regarding any nonprivileged 
matter that is relevant to any party's legal arguments and proportional to the needs 
of the case; conscl~ring the importance of the issues at stake in the action, the 
amount in contruversy, the parties' relative access to relevant information, the 
parties' resources, the importance of the discovery in resolving the issues, and 
whether the burden or expense of the proposed discovery outweighs its likely 
benefit. Information within this scope of discovery need not be admissible in 
evidence to be discoverable. 
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(2) Limitations on frequency and extent. 

(a) Specific limitations on electronically stored information. A party need not 

provide discovery of electronically stored information from sources that 

the party identifies as not reasonably accessible because of undue burden 

or cost. On motion to compel discovery or for a protective order, the party 

from whom discovery is sought must show that the information is not 

reasonably accessible because of undue burden or cost. If that showing is 

made, the Commission may nonetheless c~rcier discovery from such 

sources if the requesting party shows ~c~od cause. The Commission may 

specify conditions for the discovery . 

(b) Orders limiting frecLenc~or extent of discc~~ ~~v. On motion or on its 

own, the Commission mint limit the frequencti~ ~?r extent of discovery 

otherwise allowed by these i-~iles if it determines that 

(i) the discovery sou~~ht is unreasonably cumulative. or duplicative, or 

can be obtained from ~~~mc other source that i; more, convenient, 

less h~ur~icnsome, or less ~xpcn~ive; 

(ii) the part~~ scckin~ dlscover~~ leas had ample opportunity to obtain 

the inforn~atiun br dscove~~~ in the action; or 

(iir) the proposed di,c~~~~c~ry is i~ut5icl~ the scope permitted by this rule. 

(3) Insurance ~eemcnts. A party ~~~a~~ ~>btain discovery of the existence and 

contents of any. i1lsi~railce a~~re~~n~nt under which any person conducting an 

insrn~anc~ business may be liable to satisfy the requirements of any Commission 

ura~r. Intunnation concerning the insurance agreement is not by reason of 

disclosure ac~missihlc in ~~ i~lence at trial. For purposes of this paragraph, an 

application for ill~t~i~anc~ sh,l.11 not be treated as part of an insurance agreement. 

(4) Hearing,,preparation: materials. Subject to other provisions of this rule, a party 

may obtain discr~~ ~.ry of documents and tangible things otherwise discoverable 

under this rule ~ln~l prepared in anticipation of litigation or for a hearing by or for 

another party ~»~ b~ or for that other party's representative (including the other 

party's attorney, consultant, surety, indemnitor, insurer, or agent) only after a 

showing that the party seeking discovery has substantial need of the materials in 

the preparation of the party's case and that the party is unable without undue 

hardship to obtain the substantial equivalent of the materials by other means. In 

ordering discovery of such materials when the required showing has been made, 

the Commission shall protect against disclosure of the mental impressions, 

conclusions, opinions, or legal theories of an attorney or other representative of a 

party concerning the litigation. A party may obtain without the required showing 
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a statement concerning the action or its subject matter previously made by that 
party. 

(5) Trial preparation: experts. 
(a) Identification and deposition of an expert who may testify. 

(i) A party may through interrogatories require any other party: 
(I) to identify each person the other party may use at a hearing 

to present expert testimony ender Vermont Rules of 
Evidence 702, 703, or ~0 ~ _ whether or not the witness may 
also testify from ~cr~c~nal Knowledge as to any fact at issue 
in the case; 

(II) to state the st~bjuct matter and the substance of the facts and 
opinion` a~ to which the expert is expected to testify; and 

(III) to provide a summ~r~- ~~f the grounds for each opinion. 

(ii) A party may ~Iepose and person who has been identified in an 
answer tt~ an intcn~u~-~at~, ~ v ~l~ air expert whose opinions maybe 
presented at ~i hc~irin<~. 

tii~) A party may ~~btain b~~ rec{ucst for ~~roduction or subpoena any 
iival report of the ~~pinic~ns to be ~spressed by an expert who has 
t~~cn identified iii an ~~nswer to an interrogatory as an expert whose 
~~pinie~l~s ~n~v 1» ~~~-e~~.nted at a hearing, as well as the basis and 
rea~c~ns t~,r ih~ opinions and any e~iibits that will be used to 
~uninl~n-ize ~r s~}~~~~rt them. 

(iv) ~~n~ ~~u~st~ons a party asks of another parry's expert witness—
~vlicth~r tl~r~~u~h interrogatories, depositions, or requests for 
~,rc,duction must be related to the expert witness's testimony. 

(b) Hearin-preparation protection for draft disclosures and certain reports. 
Subsection (A)(4) of this rule protects drafts of any disclosure of an expert 
identified by a party and drafts of any report prepared by such an expert, 
regardless of the form in which the draft is recorded. 

(c) Hearin-preparation protection for communications between a party's 
attorney and certain expert witnesses. Subsection (A)(4) of this rule 
protects communications between the party's attorney and any party-
identified expert whose opinions maybe presented at trial, regardless of 
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the form of the communications, except to the extent that the 
communications: 
(i) relate to compensation for the expert's study or testimony; 

(ii) identify facts or data that the party's attorney provided and that the 
expert considered in forming the opinions to be expressed; or 

(iii) identify assumptions that the part~ ~ ~ attorney provided and that the 
expert witness relied on in f~r~ni»`:~ the opinions to be expressed. 

(d) Expert em ~lo~ed only for hearin<~ ~,rcpar~iti~~n. A party may discover facts 
known or opinions held by an czp~rt who h~a~ i7een retained or specially 
employed by another party in ~~iticipation of litigation or preparation for a 
hearing and who is nod c~pected to be called as ~~ witness at a hearing, only 
after a showing of exceptional circumstances under ~~ 1~ich it is 
impracticable for the party s~~king dis~o~~ery to obtain facts or opinions 
on the same sul~~eet by other n~ear~s. 

(e) Payment. Unle~~ a ~~arty allc~~~cs_ and tl~e Commission finds, that another 
party has abused the disr<~ver~~ pr~,ce~s (c.~~.. seeking discovery for no 
pu~rp~~sc ~tner than dela~~ 1. ~~~ch pa~~t}~ Thal] be responsible for any fees 
ir~currcd 1,~~ its experts in r~~pondin~~ to ai~covery or attending depositions. 

(6) Claims of ~rivilc~~c o~- protection ofhearing-preparation materials. 
(al Tnformatirm withheld. When a party withholds information otherwise 

discoverable under these rules by claiming that it is privileged or subject 
t~.~rotection as h~arin~~-preparation material, the party shall make the 
claim expressly a»~~ slit~ll describe the nature of the documents, 
coxrvnunicati~~n~, c>r things not produced or disclosed in a manner that, 
without 1-c~ ~~~~lin4~~ inlormation itself privileged or protected, will enable 
other panics to assess the applicability of the privilege or protection. 

(b) ` Information produced. If information is produced in discovery that is 
subject ̀ to a claim of privilege or of protection as hearing-preparation 
material, the party making the claim may notify any party that received the 
information of the claim and the basis for it. After being notified, a party 
must promptly return, sequester, or destroy the specified information and 
any copies it has and may not use or disclose the information until the 
claim is resolved. A receiving party may promptly present the information 
to the Commission under seal for a determination of the claim. If the 
receiving party disclosed the information before being notified, it must 
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take reasonable steps to retrieve it. The producing party must preserve the 
information until the claim is resolved. 

(B) Protective orders. Upon motion by a party or by the person from whom discovery is 
sought, and for good cause shown, the Commission may make any order which justice 
requires to protect a party or person from annoyance, embarrassment, oppression, or 
undue burden or expense, including one or more of the following: (1) that the discovery 
not be had; (2) that the discovery may be had only on specified terms and conditions, 
including a designation of the time or place or the allocation of expenses for the 
discovery or disclosure; (3) that the discovery mad be had only by a method of discovery 
other than that selected by the party seeking disco` cry _ (~) that certain matters not be 
inquired into, or that the scope of the discover-}~ be limited t~~ c~;rtain matters; (5) that 
discovery be conducted with no one present cscept persons desi Rnated by the 
Commission; (6) that a deposition after bei~ig sealed be opened ~~nl~- by order of the 
Commission; (7) that a trade secret or ether c~~ufidential. rc~earch, dc~ clopment, or 
commercial information not be disclosed or be c~iscl~~~ed ~~iily in a deli<~n~ted way; and 
(8) that the parties simultaneously file specified dc~e~u~i~ilts or informati~ii enclosed in 
sealed envelopes to be opened ~~s di~~ccted r~.~ the Coi»mission. If the motion for a 
protective order is denied in wll o l e ~,1~ i n p ~n-t. i h c C ̀~~ m mission may, on such terms and 
conditions as are just, order that anti- party nr p~r~~,il pro~>ide or permit discovery, and 
may award expenses incurred in r~l~~tic~n tc> the motion. 

(C) Sequence and tiil~in~~ ~,f discovery. linle~s tht Commission upon motion, for the 
convenience of p~n~ti cs and ~~ itnesses and in the interests of justice, orders otherwise, 
methods of dis~~<~~~cr~~ i,~ay be. ~lsccl in ~inv sec{uence. The fact that a party is conducting 
di~co~~erv, n~h~tllc~- l~v cleposition~or uth~r~~ ire. shall not operate to delay any other 
1?arty~s ~liscu~~crv. 

(D) Supplementation of responses. _~ party who has responded to a request for discovery 
with a response that vas con~~~l~te ~~ lien made is under a duty to supplement or correct 
the respun~e to include ulfoimation later acquired with respect to the following matters if 
the party le~~rns that the response is in some material respect incomplete or incorrect and 
if the additional or con-c~tive information has not otherwise been made known to the 
other parties during the discovery process or in writing: 
(1) any question directly addressed to 

(a) the identity and location of persons having knowledge of discoverable 
matters; and 

(b) the identity of each person expected to be called as an expert witness at a 
hearing, the subject matter on which the person is expected to testify, and 
the substance of the person's testimony; 
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(2) any other previous response to an interrogatory, request for production, or request 

for admission; and 

(3) any matter by order of the Commission, agreement of the parties, or at any time 

before a hearing through new requests for supplementation of previous responses. 

(E) Discovery conference. 

(1) At any time, upon motion or on its own initiati~ e, the Commission may direct the 

parties to appear before it for a conference on the subject of discovery. The 

Commission may do so upon motion by the attoi-~~ey for any party if the motion 

includes: 

(a) a statement of the issues as they then app~~ii-: 

(b) a proposed plan and schcciul~ of discovery, includin~~ any issues about 

disclosure, discovery, or pres~r~-a.tion of electronicall ~ stored information, 

including the form or forms in ~~ hich it ~1~~>uld be pruciuccci: 

(c) any limitations I~roposed to be ~~l~~cecl ~~~7 discovery; 

(d) any other proposed ordcr~ «ith rc~}~ect to discovery; and 

(e) a statement showing that floc atto»~c~ m~~l~ing ~e motion has made a 

i-c~~sc~nable effort to reach agreement with opposing attorneys on the 

matt~r~ sit forth in the n~<~ti<>n. 

(?) Cach p~~rt~ ~~nd each par-t~~'s att~~rn~~~~ i~ tbnder a duty to participate in good faith in 

the ti~uii~~~~ ~~t a di~cu~~~r~~ ~,1~~T7 if ~~ elan is proposed by the attorney for any party. 

Notice of tl~~ mc~ti~,n sh~~l I b~ ~~rti~cd on all parties. Objections or additions to 

matters set forth in the motion shall be filed not later than 14 days after service of 

the motion. 

(3) Following the discovery conference, the Commission may enter an order 

tentativel~~ identi~ng the issues for discovery purposes, including any issues 

about prese~•vng discoverable information, any issues about discovery of 

electronically stored information including the form or forms in which it should 

be produced, and any issues about claims of privilege or protection as hearing-

preparationmaterials; establishing a plan and schedule for discovery; setting 

limitations on discovery, if any; and determining such other matters, including the 

allocation of expenses, as are necessary for the proper management of discovery 

in the action. An order maybe altered or amended whenever justice so requires. 

(4) The Commission may combine the discovery conference with a status conference. 
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(F) Signing of discovery requests, responses, and objections. 
(1) Every request for discovery or response or objection to discovery made by a party 

represented by an attorney shall be signed by at least one attorney of record in the 
attorney's individual name, whose email and postal address shall be included. A 
party who is not represented by an attorney shall sign the request, response, or 
objection and state the party's email and postal address. The signature of the 
attorney or party constitutes a certification that the. signer has read the request, 
response, or objection, and that to the best ~i tllc signer's knowledge, information, 
and belief formed after a reasonable inquiry it i s (i) consistent with these rules 
and warranted by existing law or a good-fnitl~ ~~r~~ument for the extension, 
modification, or reversal of existing l~i~~ ; (ii) not i~~tc~-~osed for any improper 
purpose, such as to harass or to cause unnecessary delay ~~~~ needless increase in 
the cost of litigation; and (iii) ~~ot unreasonable or unduly burdensome or 
expensive, given the needs of tlic ea~c. the discovery already li~1d in the case, the 
amount in controversy, and the irrip~~rtancc of the. issues at stake in the litigation. 
If a request, response, or ~~bjection is nut si ~~~ned, it shall be stricken unless it is 
signed promptly after tl~c omission i~ c~,l lc~l to the attention of the party making 
the request, response, or objection_ ~~nd a ~~artti shall not be obligated to take any 
action with respect to it until it i s si ~~n~d. 

(2) If without substantial justification a ~~rtificatiou is made in violation of the rule, 
the Ci~mmis~i~,n_ u~o~~ motion or ~~n its own initiative, shall impose on the person 
who mu~~c the ~~~-tifi~<<tion, the ,arty on whose behalf the request, response, or 
objecti~~n is made. <>r b«tli. ~~n a~,~~r<~priate sanction, which may include an order to 
~~ay tll~ am~~i~nt of the r~asonal~l~ ~~pcnses incurred because of the violation, 
including ~l rca~onabl~ att~rnev~~ fce~. 

(G) Objections and motions relat~cl to discovery procedure. 
(1) Counsel and uppc~~ing counsel have the obligation to make good-faith efforts 

among themsel~ cs t~> resolve or reduce all differences related to discovery 
procodtires and tip a~~oid filing unnecessary motions. 

(2) No motic~us related to discovery shall be filed unless counsel making the motion 
has conferred with opposing counsel or has attempted to confer about the 
discovery issues between them in detail in a good-faith effort to eliminate or 
reduce the area of controversy, and to arrive at a mutually satisfactory resolution. 
If the consultations of counsel do not fully resolve the discovery issues, counsel 
making a discovery motion shall file with the Commission, as part of their motion 
papers, an affidavit, a declaration, or a certificate of a party's attorney subject to 
the obligations of Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 11 certifying that they 
have conferred or attempted to confer with counsel for the opposing party in an 
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effort in good faith to resolve by agreement the issues raised by the motion 
without the intervention of the Commission, and have been unable to reach an 
agreement. If some of the issues raised by the motion have been resolved by 
agreement, the affidavit or declaration shall specify the issues so resolved and the 
issues remaining unresolved and the reasons for that. The affidavit or declaration 
shall set forth the date or dates of the consultation with opposing counsel, and the 
names of the participants. 

(3) Except when the motion is based solely on the f~~i lures described in subsection 
(P)(4) of this rule ("Failure of party to attend at ~~«~n deposition or serve answers 
to interrogatories or respond to request tur ins}~~ction."), memoranda with respect 
to any discovery motion shall contain a concise stateiilent of the nature of the case 
and a specific listing of each of the items of discover~~ so~lght or opposed, and 
immediately following each specific~~tion shall set forth the reason why the item 
should be allowed or disallowed. 

(H) Pending appeal. If an appeal hay been taken li om a Cc~~nmission order or before the 
taking of an appeal if the time tier th<~t has not eal,i~-e~l_ any party seeking to take 
discovery must file a motion scckin~r the Commieion's rermission and must state the 
need for such discovery. 

(I) Persons before ~~~hoz» depositions may h~ taken. 
(1) Within. tl~c ~i~itc of ~"~~~mont. ~~ it}~in the state. depositions sha11 be taken before a 

justice ~~f tll~ ~~~a~e u~- ~iotary put~lic or a person appointed by the Commission. 

(2) Elsewhc~-c. In a~lutl~~~- state or c~~~mtr~~, depositions shall be taken before someone 
who is authoriz~ci to aclmi»istcr oaths ley the laws of the place where the 
examination is held or of the laws o~the United States, orbefore aperson 
appointed by a court. 

(3) Administering oaths. A person appointed by the Commission or a court as 
provided in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection has power to administer 
oaths al d take t~,stiinony. 

(4) Written stipulations. Unless the Commission orders otherwise, the parties may by 
written stipulation: 
(a) provide that depositions may be taken before any person, at any time or 

place, upon any notice, and in any manner and when so taken maybe used 
like other depositions, and 

(b) modify the procedures provided by these rules for other methods of 
discovery. 
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(J) Depositions upon oral examination. 
(1) Len h of deposition. Unless the Commission allows otherwise, each oral 

deposition is limited to no more than seven hours. 

(2) When depositions may be taken and who made deposed. After a case is filed, 
any party may take the testimony of any person (including a party) who is 
offering evidence, by deposition upon oral examination. The attendance of 
witnesses maybe compelled by subpoena, rut a subpoena is not necessary for 
compelling the attendance of a party offering e~ ~ dente or a testifying witness 
sponsored by a party. Commission apl~ro~ al 1 ~»- tll~ written consent of the person 
to be deposed) is required for the depositi~~n of am°or~~ (including a party) who is 
not testifying or offering evidence. 

(3) Notice of examination: general requirements; spe~i~11 notirc: i~~ethod of recording; 
production of documents and things' de~~ositic~n ol~urganizati~~i, deposition by 
telephone. 
(a) A party desiring to take the dep~~sition of any person upon oral 

examination stall ~~i~°e notice in ~~ ritin~~ ro every other party to the action 
at least 14 days ~befor~ the tirn~ of t~~kin~~ the deposition, unless the 
Commission orders othc~-«~~st. -[-he n~ti~c sl~~~ll state the time and place 
tui~ t~~kirt~~~ the deposition anti the na~n~ and aaciress of each person to be 
eta~l~incd_ il,known, and if the. dame ~is not known, a general description 
~uffici~nt t~~ icl~~ntify the pc~-s~~n or the particular class or group to which 
th~~ per~on helon~~~. Tfi the ~v~~itten notice seeks materials to be produced, 
tilt materials sought ~~~~~11 be attached to or included in the notice. For any 
~ai~ty or anywitnes5 5poiasored by a party, written notice served on all 
parties (or their counsel fir ~~ny party that is represented by counsel) is 
sufficient_ and nu s~ibpoena is necessary. For any other witness, if a 
subpoena is to b~ ~c~~~•ed on the person to be examined, the designation of 
the materials to be produced as set forth in the subpoena shall be attached 
to or included in the notice. 

(b) If a p~~1-ty shows that when the party was served with notice under this 
subsection (J)(3) the party was unable through the exercise of diligence to 
obtain counsel to represent the party at the taking of the deposition, the 
deposition may not be used against the party. 

(c) A deposition shall be recorded stenographically unless the notice of taking 
states that it is to be recorded by sound or sound-and-visual means. The 
party taking the deposition shall bear the cost of recording. Any party 
may arrange for a transcription to be made from the recording of a 
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deposition taken by stenographic or non-stenographic means. If a 
deposition is to be recorded by non-stenograph means, the notice of taking 
shall specify: the method of recording; the equipment to be used; the 
name, address, and employer of the operator of the equipment; and the 
identity of the person who will administer the oath. The oath maybe 
administered by an attorney for one of the parties who is also a notary. 
Upon motion of a party or on its own initiative, the Commission may 
impose such additional conditions as are necessary to ensure that 
testimony to be recorded by non-steno~rapluc means will be accurate and 
trustworthy and to protect the intc~~c~;ts o t ~~arties and witnesses. 

(d) Any party or witness may at their own expcn~c concurrently record a 
deposition by a method {ether than that being used by the party taking the 
deposition. All parties pres~~nt and the witness Thal I he advised that the 
concurrent recording is bei~l~ made. A person maki~l~~ a concurrent 
recording shall permit the pa~~tics and the witness to rc~ ic~~~ the recording 
and shall furnish a duplicate to tl~c ~~~itness or any party un ~~quest and 
tender of the actual dust of the du~,licat~. 

(e) Unless otherwise a~ree~i l~v 1h~ parties_ a deposition shall be conducted 
befo~-~ ~omeone whr~ is appuinte~] ~~r ~i~~i~~T~atcd under this rule and shall 
be~~in ~~-itli 7 statement ~m the recrn-d by that person that includes: (i) the 
per~~~n~~ Hanle and busii~es5 address; (ii) tl~e date, time, and place of the 
d~positi~~n: ( iii) the name of the deponent; (iv) the. administration of the 
oathor aClirmation to ih~ deponent; and (v) an identification of all persons 
1~~-esent. if the depusitiu~l is recorded by non-stenographic means, the 
~crson recor~iin~ t1~e ~le~,osition shall repeat items (i) through (iii) at the 
beginning o~ eaeh unit u~f ~-4curded tape or other recording medium. The 
appearance or clem~anor of deponents or attorneys shall not be distorted 
through. camera ul- sound-recording techniques. At the end of the 
deposition, the persuii recording the deposition shall state on the record 
that the deposition is complete and shall set forth any stipulations made by 
counsel concerning the custody of the transcript or recording and any 
exhibits, or concerning other pertinent matters. Any objections, any 
changes Uy the witness, the witness's signature identifying the deposition 
as the witness's own or the statement of the person recording the 
deposition that is required if the witness does not sign, and the 
certification of the person recording the deposition shall be set forth in 
writing to accompany a deposition recorded by non-stenographic means. 

( fl The notice to a party deponent maybe accompanied by a request that the 
party at the taking of the deposition produce and permit inspection and 



Effective: 9/15/2018 Vermont Rule 2 

Proposed Draft of 8/24/2022 Public Utility Commission Page 50 

copying of designated books, papers, documents, or tangible things that 
constitute or contain matters within the scope of discovery. The party 
deponent may, within seven days after service of the notice, serve on the 
party taking the deposition written objection to inspection or copying of 
any or all of the designated materials. If objection is made, the party 
taking the deposition shall not be entitled to inspect the materials except 
pursuant to an order of the Commission. The party taking the deposition 
may move at any time for an order with respect to any objection to the 
request or any part of it, or any faifirc to produce or permit inspection as 
requested. 

(g) In a party's notice, that party may name a~ tl~e deponent a public or private 
corporation or a partnerGhip or association or s~ovc~~nmental agency and 
designate with reasonable particularity the m~~ttc~~s ~~i1 which examination 
is requested. The organiratiur~ so named sh~till designate one or more 
officers, directors, or managin`~~ agents. or ether persons ~~~ho consent to 
testify on its behalf. and may yet f~~rth. fir each person designated, the 
matters on which the person « ill te:stiiy. The persons so designated shall 
testify as to mattc~-s kn~~~~ i~ u~- ~~casoiiahlu available to the organization. 
This paragraph d~~es ~Z~~t preclude taking a deposition by any other 
procc~l~u•e authorized in these rules. 

(h) The l~artir~ may stipulate in ~~rising or`the Commission may (upon 
moti~~n 1 ~~rcier that a dEl~~~sitiun be taken by telephone or other remote 
~~Icctc~~nic mean. F~~r ih~ purposes of this rule, a deposition taken by such 
means i~ taken attl~c ~~la~~~ ~~~~l~re the deponent is to answer questions. 

1~-) Examinatic~~~anci ~r~7ss-~~~Lminatiorl; record of examination; oath; ob'ec~. 
(a) Exatni~~ati~m and c~•oss-examination of witnesses may proceed as 

permittc~ at a lip wring under the provisions of the Vermont Rules of 
Evidence. The person recording the deposition, or someone acting under 
their direeti~~n and in their presence, shall put the witness on oath and shall 
record the testimony of the witness. The testimony shall be taken 
stenographically or recorded by any other means allowed by this rule. If 
requested by one of the parties, the testimony shall be transcribed. 

(b) All objections made at the time of the examination to the qualifications of 
the person taking the deposition, or to the manner of taking it, or to the 
evidence presented, or to the conduct of any party, and any other objection 
to the proceedings, shall be noted by the person recording. the deposition. 
Evidence objected to shall be taken subject to the objections. In lieu of 
participating in the oral examination, parties may serve written questions 
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in a sealed envelope on the party taking the deposition, and the party 
taking the deposition shall transmit them to the person recording the 
deposition, who shall give them to the witness and record the answers 
verbatim. 

(5) Objections; motion to terminate or limit examination. 
(a) Any objection to evidence during a deposition shall be stated concisely 

and in a nonargumentative and nonsuQaestve manner. A party may 
instruct a deponent not to answer on1~ ~vht a necessary to preserve a 
privilege, to enforce a limitation nn ~~ id~nce directed by the Commission, 
or to present a motion under par~i~~raph f c) I?elow. 

(b) If the Commission finds that conduct has impcd~d or delayed the 
examination and has prey cntc~l a fair examinatiuii of the deponent, the 
Commission may extend the ti~l~~ for taking the depo~iti~n and may 
impose on the persons respc~r~siblc ali appropriate sanction. 

(c) At any time ducin~f a deposition, un izwtion of a party or of the deponent 
and after a shoe in`~ fl~ai tfle examination is being conducted in bad faith or 
in such manner a~ unrc~~s~»iabl_y to ~~nn~~y;embarrass, or oppress the 
deponent or party, the C~m~mission may order the person recording the 
exami cation to stop taki~~~~ tli~ del~ositiun, or may limit the scope and 
manna of t~~kin~~ the deposition. If the order terminates the examination, 
it :shell he rc~uined thereafter only by order of the Commission. Upon 
~l~~mand of~t~ie objecting party ar deponent, the taking of the deposition 
shall be suspended foY the time necessary to make a motion for an order. 

(61 Submission t~ witness;:-chanbcs; sirnin~. When the non-stenographic recording 
of a deposition is available, or the testimony in a stenographic deposition is fully 
transcribed, the deposition shall be submitted to the witness for review unless 
such review is ~~ awed by tl~e witness and the parties. Any changes in form or 
substallce that the witness desires to make shall be submitted in writing to the 
person who recorded the deposition with a statement signed by the witness of the 
reasons for maki n ~ such changes within 30 days after submission of the 
deposition to the witness. The person who recorded the deposition shall indicate 
in the certificate prescribed by subsection (J)(7) whether any changes were 
submitted and, if so, shall append the changes and the statement of reasons. The 
deposition, or a written statement that anon-stenographic deposition is the 
witness's own, shall then be signed by the witness, unless the parties by 
stipulation waive the signing or the witness is ill, cannot be found, or refuses to 
sign. If the deposition or statement is not signed by the witness within 30 days of 
its submission to the witness, the person who recorded the deposition shall sign it 
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and state on the record the fact of the waiver or of the witness's illness, absence, 

or refusal to sign, together with the reason, if any, given for that refusal; and the 

deposition may then be used as fully as though signed unless the Commission 

orders otherwise for good cause shown. 

(7) Certification and filing b~person who recorded the deposition; e~ibits; copies; 

notice of filing. 

(a) The person who recorded the deposition shall certify that the witness was 

duly sworn in and that the deposition i ~ ~~ true record of the testimony 

given by the witness. This certific~~te shall be in writing and accompany 

the record of the deposition. Uulc~s ~~ther«~ise ordered by the 

Commission, the person who ~~ccurded the cjcpc~sition shall securely seal 

the deposition in an envelo~~c ~~r package enrit~rscd with the title of the 

action and marked "Deposition of [here insert nnn~~ of witness]" and shall 

promptly file it with the C'~~7»mission or tend it to the ~ittorney who 

arranged for the transcript or i-ec~rdins (~~r to the Con>»>is~ion if it cannot 

be sent to a c3csignated attorne~~). ~~~ho shall store it under conditions that 

protect it agairl~t less, dest~l~cti<m. tail~pering, or deterioration. 

(b) Upon the request of a p~n-t~ . documents and things produced for inspection 

durin~~tk~e examina~ian ~~(~ << ~~-itn~ss shall he ina.rked for identification and 

ann~~~d to the depo~iti~~n. ~~ncj ma~~ be in~~~~~tcd and copied by any party, 

e.r~~ept thai i f~ the person producing the 7nattrials wishes to retain them the 

~,ers~~n »>~i~ (i 1 offer cosies t~~ be marked for identification and annexed to 

the clep~»ition and tc~ s~rti e as originals, if the person affords to all parties 

fair op~~ortu»it} t~~ ~~erifv t11~ copies by comparison with the originals, or 

(ii) offer the c~ri~~inal~ to bt marked for identification after giving to each 

party yin ~~~,~~ortunity to inspect and copy them, in which event the 

mat~ri al ~ miry thou be used in the same manner as if annexed to the 

deposition. :any party may move for an order that the original be annexed 

to and ret~n-n~d with the deposition to the Commission, pending final 

disposition ~~f the case. 

(c) Un less otllcrwise ordered by the Commission or agreed by the parties, the 

person recording the deposition shall retain stenographic notes of any 

deposition taken stenographically or a copy of the recording of any 

deposition taken by any other method. After payment of reasonable 

charges, the person who recorded the deposition shall furnish a copy of the 

transcript or other recording of the deposition to any party or to the 

deponent. 
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(K) Deposition upon written questions. If a party wishes to take a deposition upon written 
questions, that party must file a motion with the Commission requesting permission to do 
so. 

(L) Use of depositions. 
(1) Evidentia , use. At the hearing or upon the hearing of a motion or an 

interlocutory proceeding, any part or all of a deposition (if admissible under the 
rules of evidence applied as though the witness ~~ ire then present and testifying) 
maybe used against any party who was present or represented at the taking of the 
deposition or who had due notice of it, in accorcian.ce with any of the following 
provisions: 
(a) Any deposition may be used h~ auy party for the purpose of contradicting 

or impeaching the testimun~ of the deponenC as a witness or for any other 
purpose permitted by the V~rniont Rules of Evidence. 

(b) The deposition of a party or ~~f any <~nc ~~ h~ at the time o l~ taking the 
deposition w~~ an officer, dire~toc. car u~anaging agent, ~r a person 
designated un~l~r Subsection (J)(3)(~~) c~l'this rule to testify on behalf of a 
public or private ~i»-~~ol~ati~~n, partn~rsl~ip_ association, or governmental 
agency that is a p~~rt~~ n~a~ lie used by an ad~~erse party for any purpose. 

(c) I'he depc~siti~n of ,~ ~~ itn~ss, «~l~etl~cr or- nc~t a party, maybe used by any 
party ii~r am ~~tu-pose if the C~~m~nission tiilds that the witness (i) is 
e~einpte~l h~~ ruling of tl~e C~~nunission on the ground of privilege from 
testifying concerning thr sul~jc~t matter of the deposition; or (ii) persists in 
refusil g~to testily concernin<~ the subject matter of the deposition despite 
a~~ order` of the Commission to cio so; or (iii) testifies to a lack of memory 
ol~ the subject ri~atter of the deposition; or (iv) is unable to be present at the 
hearing because of death or then-existing physical or mental illness or 
infirmity; ~»~ ( ~~) is absent from the hearing and the proponent of the 
depositi~~n h<<s been unable to procure the witness's attendance by process 
or other rc~~sonable means. A deponent is not unavailable as a witness if 
the exemption, refusal, claim of lack of memory, inability, or absence is 
due'to the ~~rocurement or wrongdoing of the proponent of the deposition 
for the purpose of preventing the witness from attending or testifying. 

(d) If only part of a deposition is offered in evidence by a party, an adverse 
party may require the offeror to introduce any other part that should, in 
fairness, be considered with the part introduced, and any party may 
introduce any other parts. 
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(e) Substitution of parties does not affect the right to use depositions 
previously taken. A deposition previously taken may also be used as 
permitted by the Vermont Rules of Evidence. 

(2) Objections to admissibility. An objection may be made at a hearing to receiving 
in evidence any deposition or part of it for any reason that would require the 
exclusion of the evidence if the witness were present and testifying. 

(3) Form of presentation. Except as otherwise du-eutc~l by the Commission, a party 
offering deposition testimony pursuant to this rule may offer it in stenographic or 
non-stenographic form, but, if in non-stcnc~_,raphic form, the. party shall also 
provide the Commission with a tran~c~-i~t of the porta~~ns so offered. 

(4) Effect of errors and irreQularitie~ iii depositions. 
(a) As to notice. All errors and irregularities in the notice (c►r taking a 

deposition are waived unless ~~ ritten ~>bjection is proin~~tl}- served on the 
party giving the ~lotiee. 

(b) As to disqualificati~~n ufperson recording the deposition. Objection to 
taking a deposition b~~.at~sc oil disqualificatic►n of the person before whom 
it «ill be taken is ~~aivc~l ~~nlcss made bef~~r~ tl~e deposition begins or as 
goon ~~ ficr«~ard as the ~iisquali fieation becou~cs known or could be 
c~i~~c~~ ~r~d «ith reasonable dili~~ence. 

(cl As to takin~~ cif ~lcp~siti~~n. 
(i) Ot,jecti~~ns to tii~ c~~m~~ctency of a witness or to the competency, 

rcic~~ ~incy, or matei-i alit}~ of testimony are not waived by failure to 
snake them before' nr during the taking of the deposition, unless the 
`'ground of the objection is one that might have been obviated or 
removed if presented at that time. 

(ii) Ei7~ors and irregularities occurring at the oral examination in the 
mariner of taking the deposition, in the form of the questions or 
~~ n savers, in the oath or affirmation, or in the conduct of parties, and 
errors of any kind that might be obviated, removed, or cured if 
promptly presented, are waived unless timely objection to them is 
made at the taking of the deposition. 

(iii) Objections to the form of written questions are waived unless 
served in writing on the party propounding them within the time 
allowed for serving the succeeding cross or other questions and 
within seven days after service of the last questions authorized. 
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(d) As to completion and return of deposition. Errors and irregularities in the 
manner in which the testimony is transcribed or the deposition is prepared, 
signed, certified, sealed, endorsed, transmitted, filed, or otherwise dealt 
with by the person recording the deposition are waived unless a motion to 
suppress the deposition or some part of it is made with reasonable 
promptness after such defect is, or with due diligence might have been, 
ascertained. 

(M) Interrogatories. 
(1) Number. At the request of a party or on its ~~tn initiative, the Commission may 

restrict the number of written interro~~at~, ries, incl~iclin;~ all subparts, that a party 
may serve on any other party per ra u n a of discovery . 

(2) Availability; procedures for use. ~~ly party ma~~ serve on Gi~1v ~}ther party that is 
offering evidence written interrogatories to be ~n~wered by the party served or—
ifthe party served is a public or private corpc,r~tition, a partnership- an association, 
or governmental agenr~—to be answered by an officer or agent of that 
organization, who shall lunlish such infonnatiun as is available to the party. 
After the case begins, interrogate>>-i~~ may, ~~itho~~t leave of the Commission, be 
served on an~~ party that is ofi~~rin~~ c~ idence. C'~>i»~~~ission approval (or the 
written c~~nscnt ~~f the pers~~n heiu ~r asked to answer interrogatories) is required to 
serveintecrc~~~at~~ri~~ c,n anyone (including a party) who is not testifying or 
offerin~~ eti i~l~n~c. 

(3) :~1us«~~rin<< interro ato7~ics. Each intcrrc~gatory shall be answered separately and 
full~~ i~l ti~~~-iting under uath. uill~ss it isubjected to, in which event the reasons for 
objection shall be stated i ~~ l icu uf~ an answer. The interrogatory being answered, 
or objected to, shall be r~~,r«cluced before the answer or objection. The answers 
are to be signed by the per~on making them, and the objections signed by the 
attorney (or pYo .`~~ p~n-ty it~ unrepresented) making them. The party on whom the 
interrogatories hay c been served shall serve a copy of the answers, and objections 
if any; within 3Q days after the service of the interrogatories. The Commission 
may allow a shorter or longer time. The party submitting the interrogatories may 
move for an order with respect to any objection to or other failure to answer an 
interrogatory. 

(4) Scope; use at trial. Interrogatories may relate to any matters that can be inquired 
into under the rules of discovery, and the answers may be used to the extent 
pernutted by the rules of evidence. An otherwise proper interrogatory is not 
necessarily objectionable merely because an answer to the interrogatory involves 
an opinion or contention that relates to fact or the application of law to fact, but 
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the Commission may order that such an interrogatory need not be answered until 
after designated discovery has been completed, until after a status conference, or 
until another later time. 

(5) Option to produce business records. Where the answer to an interrogatory maybe 
derived or ascertained from the business records, including electronically stored 
information, of the party on whom the interrogatory has been served or from an 
examination, audit, or inspection of such business 1-ecords, including a 
compilation, abstract, or summary of them. ~n~l the burden of deriving or 
ascertaining the answer is substantially tht sa~n~ for the party serving the 
interrogatory as for the party served, it i 5 a s ~~ l~f i ei eilt answer to such interrogatory 
to specify the records from which tl~c an~~ver may be derived or ascertained and to 
afford to the party serving the intc~7-o`_~atory reasonable o~yportunity to examine, 
audit, or inspect such records ~md t~ make copies, compilations, abstracts, or 
summaries. A specification shall lie in sufficient detail to permit the interrogating 
party to locate and to identify, as r~~idil~~ as can ilie party ser~~ed, the records from 
which the answer may be ascertained. 

(N) Production of documents and t3~in~~~~ and entry c~~~ l~~n~i. 
(1) Scobe. Any party may serve ~~n any other ~~art~~ that is offering evidence a request 

(a) to produce alld permit the ~~,lrt~ making tl~c rcyu~st. or someone acting on the 
request~Y~'~ l~el~alt; to inspect. c~~p~~, test_ or ~ampl~ ~~uy designated documents or 
electronically st~~~-ccl i~lformation (in~l~~ding ~~i-itill~s, drawings, graphs, charts, 
photographs, ~~~tln~l ~-ccordings. images, and other data or data compilations stored 
in any medium from which iuturm~~ticin can be obtained, translated, if necessary, 
by the r~:~p~~~~dent into c~asonably usable form) or to inspect and copy, test, or 
saxnple;any ~~csi~~natcd tan~~iblc tl~in~~s that constitute or contain matters within the 
scope of disuu~ ~~-~ auclar~ in the possession, custody, or control of the party on 
whom the request i ~ served: or (b) to permit entry on designated land or other 
~~r-op~rty in the I~c~ss~ssion car control of the party on whom the request is served 
ti~1~ the purpose ref i~lspectiun and measuring, surveying, photographing, testing, or 
sampling the property or any designated object or operation thereon, within the 
scope of ~isco~~~rv. 

(2) Procedure. 

(a) The request may, without leave of the Commission, be served on any party 
that is offering evidence in the proceeding. The request shall set forth the 
items to be inspected either by individual item or by category, and 
describe each item and category with reasonable particularity. The request 
shall specify a reasonable time, place, and manner of making the 
inspection and performing the related acts. The request may specify the 
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(b) The party on whom a request is served shall provide a written response 
within 30 days after the service of the request. The Commission may 
allow a shorter or longer time. For each item or category, the response 
must either state that inspection and related activities will be permitted as 
requested or state with specificity the grou~lds for objecting to the request, 
including the reasons. The respondin~~ p~~~-ty may state that it will produce 
copies of documents or of electmnic~~lly stored information instead of 
permitting inspection, provided th~jt, can a s}7~wing by the requesting party 
of a reasonable need, the Commission ma; order inspection. An objection 
must state whether any responsive materials are being withheld and the 
basis of that objection. I t' ohj cction is made to part of an item or category, 
the objection must specify tll~ part and permit insp~ctii~n of the rest. Each 
specific request shall be repruciuced b~tore the response. Tf objection is 
made to the rec~ucsted form or farms fir producing elect~oi~cally stored 
information--or- ii~no fc►rtn was specs tied in the request the responding 
party must stag the focal ~~r forms it intends to use. The party submitting 
the request may ino~ c t~~r ~m ~~rcicr uncicr this rule with respect to any 
objection to or oth.;r failiu-~ t~~ respond t~~ the request or any part thereof, 
or anyfailui-e to permit in~pecticul a5 rec{ucstca. 

(c) C;nl~s,~ the ~~arties other~ti is~ ,l ee, or the Commission otherwise orders: 
( i 1 a party ~~ 1io prucluces documents for inspection shall produce them 

as thc~~ are~kel~t in the usual course of business or shall organize 
~lnci label them t~~ correspond with the categories in the request; 

(ii) if a rcc~ u~st sloes not specify the form or forms for producing 
cic~tr~~nicall~ stored information, a responding party must produce 
th c i n I ormation in a form or forms in which it is ordinarily 
maintained or in a form or forms that are reasonably usable; and 

(iii)` n ~~<~rty need not produce the same electronically stored 
information in more than one form. 

(O) Requests for admission. 
(1) Request for admission. A party may serve on any other party a written request for 

the admission, for purposes of the pending action only, of the truth of any matters 
within the scope of discovery set forth in the request that relate to statements or 
opinions of fact or of the application of law to fact, including the genuineness of 
any documents described in the request. Copies of documents shall be served 



Effective: 9/15/2018 Vermont Rule 2 

Proposed Draft of 8/24/2022 Public Utility Commission Page 58 

with the request unless they have been or are otherwise furnished or made 
available for inspection and copying. The request may, without leave of the 
Commission, be served on any party after the case begins. 

(2) Form of requests and answers. Each matter of which an admission is requested 
shall be separately set forth. The matter is admitted unless, within 30 days after 
service of the request, or within such shorter or longer time as the Commission 
may allow, the party to whom the request is directed serves on the party 
requesting the admission a written answer or old i ~ct.ion addressed to the matter, 
signed by the party or by the party's attorn~ti . `Clie request being addressed shall 
be reproduced before the objection or ans~~~er. I t objection is made, the reasons 
for it shall be stated. The answer sha11 specifically deny the matter or set forth in 
detail the reasons why the answering pa rty cannot truthfiilly admit or deny the 
matter. A denial shall fairly rr3c~t thu substance of tl~e re~~uested admission, and 
when good faith requires that a Carty qualify an answer ul- dcnv only a part of the 
matter of which an admission is rtyu~si-ed, the party shall specify so much of it as 
is true and qualify or deny the remainder. ~n answering part~~ ~11a~~ not give lack 
of information or kn~~~vlec~~~e as a reas~~n for I~~tiilure to admit or deny unless the 
party states that the parh~ leas Yna~le r~as~~nabl~ inquiry and that the information 
known or readily obtain~lblc 1,~~ the party is insufficient to enable the party to 
admit or den~~. A party wh<~ ~•~~n~iclers tflat a matter of which an admission has 
been rec{nested presents a geiiui~lc i~~ue for a hca~-in~;may not, on that ground 
alone, objet t~~ tllc request; the p~il-l~r may ac»y the matter or set forth reasons 
why the part} ~aiinut admit or ~ien~~ it. 

(3) Moti~~n~ anc~ ~,bjectiou~to requ~st~. The party who has requested the admissions 
~7iay mop e i~~ cl~terininc the st~ffiricncv of the answers or objections. Unless the 
Commission cleterininc~ that an objection is justified, the Commission shall order 
that an answer h~ sere cd. if the Commission determines that an answer does not 
comply with the rec~uircments of this rule, the Commission may order either that 
the matter is admitt~a ur tl~a~ an amended answer be served. The Commission 
~zia}-, in lieu of these orders, determine that final disposition of the request be 
made'at a discove~~~ or status conference or at a designated time before a hearing. 

(4) Effect of admission. Any matter admitted under this rule is conclusively 
established' unless the Commission on motion or its own initiative permits 
withdrawal or amendment of the admission. The Commission may pernut 
withdrawal or amendment when the presentation of the merits of the action will 
be subserved and the party who obtained the admission fails to satisfy the 
Commission that withdrawal or amendment will prejudice that party in 
maintaining the action or defense on the merits. Any admission made by a party 
under this rule is for the purpose of the pending action only and is not an 
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admission by the party for any other purpose, nor may the admission be used 
against the party in any other proceeding. 

(P) Failure to make discovery; sanctions. 
(1) Motion for order compelling discovery. A party, after reasonable notice to other 

parties and other affected persons, may apply for an order compelling discovery. 
If a deponent fails to answer a question or a party fails to answer an interrogatory 
or allow inspection, or if an answer is evasive ar incomplete, the discovering 
party may move for an order compelling an ~~ns~ti er or production or inspection. 
When taking a deposition on oral examin~~tiun, tht proponent of the question may 
complete or adjourn the examination bc(i~re applying for an order. 

(2) Failure to comply with order. If a deponent or party t~~ils to comply with a 
Commission order related to di~~o~-~r_y, the deponent or party, and any attorney 
advising t17e deponent or part~~. or l~~~fli, maybe subject to sanctions, which may 
include any of the following: 
(a) an order that the matters reg~~rciin~~ ~~~hich the order way ~t~ade or any other 

designated facts sha11 be taken to bt est~lblished for the purposes of the 
case in accordance urith the argun~c~~ts crf the party obtaining the order; 

(b) an order prohibiti»~~ th~lt ~~ar~~~ ti-~~m intrr~c~ucing designated matters in 
evidcnce~; 

(c) ~u1 rn-~lc~- striking out part car all of the filings, including prefiled testimony 
anci ether ~~riclence, or sta} in~~ fin ther prr~~eedings until the order is 
~~bty~c~. u~~ dismissing the pr~~eeeding or any part of it; 

(~~} an under trcatin~~ a~ a r~~ntrmpt the failure to obey any orders; and 

(e) `an order ~-cyuil in~~ the p~~ri~~ failing to obey the order or the attorney 
advisin~~ That ~,art~ c~~- l~~~th to pay the reasonable expenses caused by the 
failure, unle~~ the C~>mmission finds that the failure was substantially 
justified i~r that other circumstances make an award of expenses unjust. 

(3) Failure to supplc~~~ent; refusal to admit. A party that without substantial 
justification fails to supplement responses as required is not, unless such failure is 
harmles.. permitted to use as evidence at a hearing, or on a motion, any witness or 
information not so disclosed. 

(4) Failure of party to attend at own deposition or serve answers to interrogatories or 
respond to request for inspection. If a party or an officer, director, or managing 
agent of a party or a person designated under these rules to testify on behalf of a 
party fails to appear before the person who is to take a properly served deposition, 
fails to object or comply with a properly served request for production, fails to 
serve answers or objections to properly served interrogatories, or fails to serve a 
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written response to a properly served request for production or inspection, the 

Commission may make such orders in regard to the failure as are just. The failure 

to act as described in this subsection may not be excused on the ground that the 

discovery sought is objectionable unless the party failing to act has applied for a 

protective order as provided by these rules. 

(5) Failure to participate in the framing of a discover plan. If a party or a party's 

attorney fails to participate in good -faith in the fi arcing of a discovery plan by 

agreement, the Commission may, after oppori ~~nit~~ for hearing, require such party 

or attorney to pay to any other party the reas~~uable expenses caused by the 

failure. 

(6) Failure to preserve electronically stored or other t~ id~nce. If electronically stored 

or other evidence that should ha~~~ been preserved in the anticipation or conduct 

of litigation is lost because a party f piled to take reasr~nabl e steps to preserve it, 

and it cannot be restored or repla~cd through addi ~i~~nal discovery, the 

Commission, upon finding prejudice tc~ anotl~~r party from lass of the evidence, 

may order measures n~~ ~,~reater than a~~ce5sar~ to cure the prejudice. 

(Q) Discovery bYthe Commission. 

(1) The procedures listed in this ~-~~le niati~ b~ used liy the Commission, and the 

Commission may do so without a~1~~ liinitati~~n ~>» tl~c number or form of requests 

that may i?c ~~~adr- by the Cc~nulii~si~~n. 

(2) The a~~ailahilit~ ~~f sueh proce~jures does not in any way limit the authority of the 

Commissrou, in~luciin~~ the authu~~it~ to inquire into and examine any proceeding 

~,cithi~l the juri~~li~tiol~ ~~f the CummiSsion, to examine books, accounts, and 

l~ap~r~ ofd a,1~ pc~-son ~~~- entitl sut~jcci t~~ the Commission's jurisdiction, or to enter 

ai7d exan~iu~,the propert~~ of any person or entity subject to the Commission's 

jurisdiction. 

(R) Discos ~r~ ~~eguests and responses. 

(1) ll scovery requests served on parties or participants in a Commission proceeding 

must be :filed with the Commission in ePUC. 

(2) Unless otherwise directed by the Commission, discovery responses need not be 

filed with the Commission, but parties and participants must file a certificate of 

service evidencing service of discovery responses on those parties or participants 

who. are entitled to receive service of the responses. 

(3) If the Commission directs that discovery responses be filed with the Commission, 

the narrative responses must be filed in ePUC. Attachments must be filed in an 

electronic format outside of ePUC such as on a CD. 
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2.300 Consumer Complaints 

2.301 Definition
A consumer complaint is a complaint filed by any person (whether an individual, 

corporation, association, partnership, or other entity) receiving service or entitled to receive 
service from a utility regulated by the Commission seeking a refund of charges or an order 
requiring a utility to comply in a reasonable manner with any applicable tariff, statute, rule, or 
order of the Commission. 

2.302 Form and Content 
A consumer complaint must set forth in writin~~ a ~hc~rt and plain statement of facts 

showing that the complainant is entitled to relief. "11~~ staxement ~n ~~st be signed by the 
consumer. Despite the foregoing, the Commission nay in its discrction treat any written 
communication to it concerning a proceeding ~~ ithin its jurisdiction to be a claim for relief. 

2.303 Acknowledgment of Complaints 
The Commission will acknc~~vl~d~e receipt of al I ~~~ritten complaints. 1f tl~e Commission 

does not refer the complaint to the Department of Public Se~~~~ice, the Commission will send a 
copy ~f the complaint to the subject o1~ tllc com~~l~int and a»~~ affected utility. 

2.304 Referral to the Department of Fublic Seri ice 
In its discretion. tll~ Commission may r~fcr anv c~~n~uiner complaint to the Deparhnent of 

Public Service and r~clue~t the De~,~irtment to ~irt~m~t t~~ resolve the dispute. If the consumer 
complaint is not refen-~d, il~ the Dcpa~-tment refuse to accept the referral, or if the Deparhnent is 
unable to resolve tl~c matter, tl~cn the Commission Tay open an investigation, order a response 
from the ~~iilit_y~_ and ~~t the complaint f~~i~ a hc~i~~in~~ if assuming the allegations in the complaint 
to be true) them are reasonable ~~rouncls to l~elie~~~ tl~cr~ has been a violation of tariffs, statutes, 
rules, ~r other orders of the Commis~i~~n. Tt. ~~ss~nning that the allegations of the complaint are 
true, them are no reasonablE~ ~~~-~~~mcis t~~ beli.c~ ~ there has been a violation, the Commission must 
dismiss the consumer complaint. 

2.305 Hearings on Consumer. Complaints 
In setting a case for h~~~ring, the Commission must set the earliest date possible and 

specifically set forth the i~su~s to be resolved. Those issues, unless the requirements of justice 
dictate otherwise, must be the ~ only issues addressed at the hearing. If issues in addition to those 
so specified are to be heard, the parties must be afforded a reasonable time to prepare and 
respond. 

2.306 Reuresentation by Persons Not Admitted to Practice 
Despite the provisions of Rule 2.201, the Commission may in its discretion permit 

consumers to be represented in consumer complaint proceedings by persons who are not 
admitted to the practice of law, provided that such representatives demonstrate a sufficient 
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familiarity with these rules and with all applicable substantive and procedural provisions of law. 

Except for the requirement of admission to practice, such representatives must comply with all 

rules, laws, practices, procedures, and other requirements applicable to proceedings before the 

Commission. 
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2.401 Tariff Filings 

(A) General. Tariff filings, including amendments to existing tariffs, must be accompanied 

by a concise narrative description of their nature and effect, stated in terminology that is 

comprehensible to the general public. 

(B) Amendments. Except where substantially the whole c~ I~ a separately identified section of 

a tariff is affected, an amendment to an existing tariff must be accompanied by a redline 

version showing all changes. 

(C) New services. Where a tariff filing coy ors ,~ i~~w service, or a modification of an existing 

service, estimates of revenues and costs'att~-il~utable to such service. for each of the three 

years succeeding the introduction of the r~ew or modified service inu~t he included with 

the filing. Schedules containing the information called for by this pr~~~ i sign must be 

accompanied by a statement of i1~e name of the perso~7 or persons respo~isil,le for their 

preparation, together with a desc~7ption of any undei-l} ing documentation. The 

underlying documentation mLi~t be av<<ilarle through discovery immediately after the 

filing. 

2.402 Rate Proceedi~i~s 

(A) Justification fore chan~c in r<~tcs. To ci~ablc tl~~ Commission to determine whether new 

rates proposed by any utility ~li~uld be further investigated or suspended, all rate filings 

must contain complete and suhstan~ial j «~ti1 ication for the proposed change, including the 

followin <~: 

(1) detailed c~il~ul~iti~~i~ ~~f ~~~~st of service; 

(2) detailed calculati~~n c~ I~ cost of capital; 

(3) rate base calcul~~tion; 

(4) the effect of the filing on annual operating revenues; 

(5) projected construction expenditures by category for each of the following two 

years; 

(6) for electric utilities, a detailed statement of purchased power and production costs 

(with fuel costs separately stated) by source for the 12 months leading up to the 

filing and a similar statement of projected purchased power and production costs 

by source for the 12 months succeeding the filing. Such costs for both periods, 
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must be shown net of sales to other utilities or, in the alternative, revenues from 
such sales must be separately stated. 

(B) Changes from previous- order. Where a request for a change in rates proposes or utilizes 
any change in the ratemaking methodology or principles approved or utilized by the 
Commission in the most recent rate order affecting the same utility, such change must be 
clearly identified, and a statement of the reasons for such change must be given. 

(C) Exhibits and other information. In the case of a mtu~ieipality or cooperative that has filed 
a notice of change in rates, if the Commission gives notice that it intends to investigate 
such change, then the municipality or cooperati~ e ~n~~~t hl~ e~ibits, names of witnesses, 
and a statement of the purpose of their testirnon~ within ~~) ~la~~s of the giving of such 
notice. Except in the discretion of the Cuz»n~i ~sion, a utility ma~~ not introduce into 
evidence in its direct case e~ibits that clo not comply with this mule. This provision shall 
not be deemed to constitute a limitation c~71 the Commission's authority to require the 
prefiling of direct testimony in any case at ~ucl~ time ~~s the Commission may prescribe. 

2.403 Petitions for Declaratory Ruli~i~s 
Pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 808, an ~iuter~stecl pc~-~<~n may },~txtion the Commission for a 

declaratory ruling as to the applicability ~f a~i~~ star~~tur~~ p~~~~~~ision or of any rule or order of the 
Commission. The petition must identify tl~c statute_ rule. ur order involved, must include a 
proposed order of notice, and ~1iu~f be acco~~l~r~~~lni~cl by a bricfthat conforms to the requirements 
of Rule 2.223. The cxistenc~ ~~f another adequate remedy does not preclude a judgment for 
declaratory relief in cases w~llerr it is appropriate. 

2.404 Petitions for:Adoption of Rules 
Pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 806,.. an interested }~~~son may petition the Commission requesting 

the promulgation, amendment, or repel l of a rule. 1 he petition must describe the action 
requested,: must state the reasons for the ~-~quest, and must include a proposed order of notice. 

2.405 Request for Tariff In~~csti~~ation 
Any interested person or entity may request that the Commission initiate an investigation 

pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 227 inti~ the justness and reasonableness of a utility's tariffs. Whether to 
undertake such an investigation is within the Commission's discretion. 

2.406 Injunctions 
(A) Definitions. 

(1) Temporary restrainin  gorder: an injunctive remedy that is issued either ex pate or 
under circumstances where the respondent has not been afforded an adequate 
opportunity to present its defense at a hearing held upon such notice as is 
otherwise required by law. 
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(2) Preliminar~iunction: an injunctive remedy issued after a hearing held upon 
legal notice but where the proceedings have not allowed the parties adequate 
opportunity to avail themselves of all procedures provided for by these rules and 
by all other provisions of law. A preliminary injunction cannot remain in effect 
beyond the conclusion of the proceeding in which it is issued. 

(3) Permanent injunction: an injunctive remedy issued as final relief after a hearing 
held upon legal notice and where the proceedings have allowed the parties 
adequate opportunity to avail themselves ~f ill ~pr~cedures provided for by these 
rules and by all other provisions of law. 

(B) Particular requirements for tem~orary restra tl ~lg orders examination of witnesses by the 
Commission.
(1) A petition for a temporary restrainii~~~ order must be ac~~~i7~panied by affidavits or 

declarations attesting to all of its tactual ~illegations. 

(2) The Commission matt require any facts ail le~ecl iii the affidavits, cicclarations, or 
verified petition to be presenxed in oral t~stinluny and may examine any witness 
testifying to such facts as t~~ any matter that is relevant to the subject matter of the 
proceeding. 

(3) The petitioner must deliver a cope c~l~ the petition to the respondent before filing 
or, if such ~lcli~ ci-~ ~~ ould require d~l~~y that nuglit cause irreparable harm, as soon 
as pos~i hl c. I f actual delivery to the~respondent has not been made before filing, 
the petitiune~- in~~si notify the res~onclent or its attorney by telephone or by other 
one one at the eat-1 iest pc+~sibl~ time. 

(~) A tem~~orar_y restr~iinin~~ ~~r~i~r may be issued only where it clearly appears from 
specific fa~t~ ~l~u«~n b~ the affidavits, declarations, or verified petition, and by 
testimony if ~~~~{t~i~-cd h~~ tl~~ Commission, that substantial, immediate, and 
n-eparable injury . loss or ~lainage, or danger to health or safety will result before a 

hearing can be held upon proper notice. 

(C) Further proceedings c~ttcr issuance of a temporary restraining order. 
(1) A petition for ~i temporary restraining order, whether it is so designated, also 

constitutes a petition for a preliminary injunction and a permanent injunction. 

(2) A hearing on a preliminary or permanent injunction must be held as soon as 
practicable, unless the parties agree to a later date. 

(3) Wherever possible, the Commission must attempt to make a final disposition of 
the proceeding, but if the proceedings do not allow the parties adequate 
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opportunity to avail themselves of all procedures provided for by these rules and 
by all other provisions of law, then only a preliminary injunction maybe issued. 

(4) If a temporary restraining order has previously been issued, it shall continue in 
force until a decision is rendered on the preliminary injunction or the permanent 
injunction, as the case maybe, unless it is dissolved by its terms or by further 
order of the Commission. 

(D) Particular requirements for preliminary injunctions• i urtller proceedings after issuance. 
(1) An application for a preliminary injunction. ~~nl~5s made in consequence of an 

application for a temporary restraining c~rcicr as pro~~ided above, must be made by 
motion in connection with a petition tur a permancut injunction. 

(2) No preliminary injunction ma~~ issue- ~~~less the petitiunc~~ establishes that the 
irreparable injury that will be cause~~ to the petitioner if a ~~reliminary injunction is 
denied (discounted by the probabil ity that the respondent ~, ill prevail in the 
proceedings on the permanent injunrii~~n) will be greater than ~~nv injury that the 
granting of the prelin~inary injunction n~ill cause to the respondent. 

(3) If a preliminary injuncti~~n is issued, the Commission must schedule such further 
proceedings as may be reyui~~cci l~,r the pc~-mantilt injunction; and the preliminaay 
injunction sll~ill continue in fora until a dccisi~~n is~xendered on a permanent 
injuncti~~n u~~l~ss it i~ dissolved 1~~~ its own tei~~ns or by further order of the 
Cormn i ~ si ~~ii. 

(4) Unless the Conuni5sio~i others is~ orders, the record made in connection with the 
temporary restrai~~in~~ i~rder anal the preliminary injunction shall also constitute 
l~~rt of the recard rn the ~~r~ceedin~~s ~~n the permanent injunction. 

(E) Uther matters. 
(1) Conditions. Tl1~, C~~mini55ion must condition the issuance of a temporary 

restraining order or a preliminary injunction with such terms as justice and equity 
may cc~~uire, including the giving of adequate security in favor of the respondent. 

(2) Severance. `In its discretion, the Commission may order the severance of 
proceedings o3~ a request for injunctive relief from proceedings'for other relief. 

(3) Motion to dissolve. A motion to dissolve a temporary restraining order or 
preliminary injunction may be made at any time. The motion must state why the 
further proceedings scheduled on the matter are insufficient to protect the rights 
and interests of the moving party. 
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(4) Hearing officers. Unless the Commission determines that it will expedite the 

resolution of the proceeding or will otherwise further the ends of justice, no 

application for a temporary restraining order will be heard by a hearing officer. 

(5) Form of injunctions. A temporary restraining order, preliminary injunction, or 

permanent injunction must state the date and hour of its issuance and must be 

accompanied by findings of fact on all of the issues specified or referred to in this 

rule. 

2.407 Forms for Certain Purposes 

The following forms, which are available on requc~t ar~d many of which are available on 

the Commission's website, must be used for subm~ssi~ms to the Crommission when applicable: 

• notice of intervention 

• motion to intervene 

• certificate of public good municipal »~ti~c 

• net-metering hearing request 

• net-metering certificate oC7~ublic good transl~.~-

• net-metering certificate ~~f public good transfer f~~r net-metering systems sold 

separately from sale of l~lnd 

• net-metering certificate of public ~~~~od hulcicr ccrti ti cation 

• checklist for app~~eations ~fornet-met~rrn~ s~~,~tems ~~rcater than 50 kW that are not 

located on a 1~~~~f~ anti are not a hy~3r~~~~ectric facilii~ 

• net-metering re~i~tration 

• net-metering application 

• Deparimcnt of Ful~]ie Ser~~ice ~~nd Pnblic Utility Commission application fee 

~~~~nc~ ~~1~ natural Re~our~~s ap~~li~~ation fee 

• tcl~~ummu~~ cations certificate of public good registration 

• iiiergers axici acquisiti~ms n~~tifi~atiun 

• .billing aggregat~~•s r~ ~~istrati~vx 

• cellular provides 1-e~~i~tr~~tiuu 

• interruption of electci~~ ~ervic~ reports 

• disconnection of s~r-~ ice reports 

• cable T~" ~ip~lications 

2.408 Emergency Commission Action 

(A) When the Governor has proclaimed a state of emergency pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 9, 

a person or entity may request that the Commission, or the Commission may on its own, 

take emergency action to prevent imminent financial injury, loss, damage, or hardship to 

ratepayers or a regulated entity, provided such injury, loss, damage, or hardship is related 

to the state of emergency. This rule governs requests that the Commission take 

emergency action, unless a more specific procedure is prescribed by another rule or 

statute. 
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(B) Particular requirements for emergencyrequests. 
(1) Emergency action can be requested by filing a petition pursuant to this rule and 

Rule 2.202. In an ongoing proceeding, emergency action can be requested by 
filing a motion pursuant to this rule and Rule 2.206. 

(2) The title of the filing requesting emergency action must include "Request for 
Emergency Commission Action Pursuant to Commission Rule 2.408." 

(3) A petition or motion for emergency actin must lie accompanied by affidavits or 
declarations attesting to all of its factu~lt allebatioils. 

(4) The Commission may require an ~ tac is alleged in the of f i ~i.avits or declarations to 
be presented in oral testimony and may examine any witness testifying to such 
facts as to any matter that is rele~ alt to the subject matter ~~t the request. 

(5) ~ Unless the Commission otherwise or~i~rs_ the re.eord made in connection with the 
request for emergency- acti~~n shall al~i~ c<~nstitute part of the record in any further 
proceedings relevant to tl~~ subject matter of the request. 

(C) Procedure. 
(1) Emergency a~tiun ina~~ be arcler~ci cithcr ~_~ pc~rte, without comments from other 

parties, or uncl~~~ cir~umstance~ ~~~here other parties have not been afforded an 
opportunity to ~~r~~cnt evidence at a hearing held upon such notice as is otherwise 
requi r~~~l by la~~ . 

(2j l~h~ Cominissi~n~wil1 uiily talc cmcrbcncy action where it clearly appears from 
specific facts shown U~ the affidavits or declarations, and by testimony if required 
by the Conullission. that substantial immediate and irreparable financial injury, 
doss, damage, ~~~~ hal-dship ~~ill result to ratepayers or a regulated entity before a 
proceeding concl ~~dC.s or a hearing can be held upon proper notice. 

(D) Duration. ~a C~~nin~i~sion decision to take emergency action shall continue in force 
until the term desigYlated in the order taking emergency action expires, unless it is 
dissolved by fiu-ther order of the Commission. 

(E) Requests for extension or termination. The requesting party may file a motion to 
extend the emergency action. A motion to extend the emergency action must conform to 
the requirements of an initial filing for emergency action as described above in 
subsection (B). The requesting party may file a motion to end the emergency action at an 
earlier date. 
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(F) Opportunity for objections and further proceedings. If emergency action is taken, 
the Commission will schedule such further proceedings as may be required or requested 
by other parties. The emergency action shall continue in force as described above in 
subsection (D). 

(G) Other matters. 
(1) Conditions. The Commission may condition emergency action with such terms as 

justice and equity may require. 

(2) Hearing officers. Unless the Commissio~l dctct7nines that it will expedite the 
resolution of the proceeding or will other~~-i~~ i~urtllcr the ends of justice, requests 
for emergency action will be heard clir-cctly by the C'c~mmissioners. 

(3) Form of emergency action. An ~I~de~- authorizing emerbenc~- action must be 
accompanied by findings of fact on all of the issues specified ur referred to in this 
rule, including that (a) the imminent injury, 1~>ss, damage, or hardship is related to 
the state of emergency_ anti (b) the emergency ~~tion is necessar~~ to prevent 
imminent financial injure. lass, damage, ̀ <~r hardship to ratepayers or a regulated 
entity. 
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https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/30/001 /00009 

The Vermont Statutes Online 

Title 30 : Public Service 

Chapter 001: Appointment, General Powers, And Duties 

(Cite as: 30 V.S.A. § 9) 

§ 9. Court of record; seal 

The Commission shall have the powers of a court of record in the determination and 
Y;~ , ,,, 

adjudication of all matters over which it is given jurisdiction. It may render judgments, '` 

make orders and decrees, and enforce the same by any suitable process issuable by 

courts in this State. The Commission shall have an official seal on which shall be the 

words, "State of Vermont. Public Utility Commission. Official Seal." (Amended 1959, No. 

329 (Adj. Sess.), § 39(b), eff. March 1,1961.) 
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The Vermont Statutes Online 

Title 30 : Public Service 

Chapter 001 : Appointment, General Powers, And Duties 

(Cite as: 30 V.S.A. § 11) 

§ 11. Pleadings; rules of practice; hearings; findings of fact 

(a) The forms, pleadings, and rules of practice and procedure before the Commission 

shall be prescribed by it. The Commission shall adopt rules that include, among other 

things, provisions that: 

(1) A utility whose rates are suspended under the provisions of section 226 of this 

title shall, within 30 days from the date of the suspension order, ale with the Commission 

all exhibits it intends to use in the hearing thereon together with the names of witnesses 

it intends to produce in its direct case and a short statement of the purposes of the 

testimony of each witness. Except in the discretion of the Commission, a utility shall not 

be permitted to introduce into evidence in its direct case exhibits which are not filed in 

accordance with this rule. 

(2) A scheduling conference shall be ordered in every contested rate case. At such 

conference the Commission may require the State or any person opposing such rate 

increase 'ta specify what items shown by the filed exhibits are conceded. Further proof of 

conceded items shall not be required. 

(b) The Commission shall allow all members of the public to attend each of its 

hearings~'unless the hearing is for the sole purpose of considering information to be 

treated as confidential pursuant to a protective order duly adopted by the Commission. 

(1) The Commission shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the location of 

each. hearing is sufficient to accommodate all members of the public seeking to attend:. 

(2) Tile Commission shall ensure that the public may safely attend the hearing, 

including obtaining such resources as may be necessary to fulfill this obligation. 

(c) The Commission shall hear all matters within its jurisdiction and make its findings of 

fact. It shall state its rulings of law when they are excepted to. Upon appeal to the 

Supreme Court, its findings of fact shall be accepted unless clearly erroneous. (Amended 

1959; No. 329 (Arlj. Sess.), § 39(b), eff. March 1,1961;1971, No. 185 (Adj. Sess.), § 211, eff. 

March 29,1972; 2013, No. 91(Adj. Sess.), § 3; 2015, No. 23, § 134; 2017, No. 53, § 13a; 

2019, No. 31, § 21.) 
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The Vermont Statutes Online 

Title 30 : Public Service 

Chapter OO1 : Appointment, General Powers, And Duties 

(Cite as: 30 V.S.A. § 11aj 

§ 11a. Electronic filing and issuance 

(a) As used in this section: 

(1) "Confidential document" means a document containing information for which 

confidentiality has been asserted and that has been filed with the Commission and 

parties in a proceeding subject to a protective order duly issued by the Commission. 

(2) "Document" means information inscribed on a tangible medium or stored in an 

electronic or other medium and retrievable in perceivable form. 

(3) "Electronic ding" means the transmission of documents to the Commission by 

electronic means. 

(4) ",Electronic filing system" means aCommission-designated system that provides 

for the, electronic filing of documents with the Commission and for the electronic 

issuance of documents by the Commission. If the system provides for the filing or 

issuance of confidential documents, it shall be capable of maintaining the confidentiality 

of confidential documents and of limiting access to confidential documents to individuals 

explicitly authorized to access such confidential documents. 

(5) "Electronic issuance" means: 

(A) the transmission by electronic means of a document that the Commission h'as 

issued; including an order, proposal for decision, or notice; or 

(B) the transmission of a message from the Commission by electronic means 

informing the recipients that the Commission has issued a document, including an order, 

proposal for decision, or notice, and that it is available for viewing and retrieval from an 

electronic filing system. 

(6) "Electronic means" means any Commission-authorized method of electronic 

transmission of a document. 

(b) The Commission by order, rule, procedure, or practice may: 

(1) provide for electronic issuance of any notice, order, proposal for decision, or 

other process issued by the Commission, notwithstanding any other service 

requirements set forth in this title or in 1O V.S.A. chapter 43; 
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(2) require electronic filing of documents with the Commission; 

(3) for any filing or submittal to the Commission for which the filing or submitting 

entity is required to provide notice or a copy to another State agency under this title or 

under 10 V.S.A. chapter 43, waive such requirement if the State agency will receive 

notice of and access to the filing or submittal through an electronic filing system; and 

(4) for any filing, order, proposal for decision, notice, or other process required to 

be served or delivered by first-class mail or personal delivery under this title or under 10 

V.S.A. chapter 43, waive such requirement to the extent the required recipients will 

receive the filing, order, proposal of decision, notice, or other process by electronic 

means or will receive notice of and access to the filing, order, proposal of decision, 

notice, or other process through an electronic filing system. ~. 

(c) Any order, rule, procedure, or practice issued under subsection (b) of this section 

shall include exceptions to accommodate parties and other participants who are unable 

to file or receive documents by electronic means. 

(d) Subsection (b) of this section shall not apply to the requirements for service of 

citations and notices in writing as set forth in sections 111(b),111a(i), and. 2804 of this ti#le. 

(Added 2013, No. 91 (Adj. Sess.), § 4, eff. Feb. 4, 2014.) 
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The Vermont Statutes Online 

Title 30 : Public Service 

Chapter 005 : State Policy; Plans; Jurisdiction And Regulatory Authority Of Commission And 
Department 

Subchapter 001 : General Powers 

(Cite as: 30 V.S.A. § 208) 

§ 208. Complaints; investigations; procedure 

A complaint to the Public Utility Commission may be made against a company subject 

to supervision under the provisions of this chapter concerning any claimed unlawful act 

or neglect adversely affecting the complainant, who may be a company or five or more 

individuals or, if less than five are so affected, then any one of them. The complainant 

may bring his or her complaint directly before the Commission or he or she may file his 

or her complaint with the Department of Public Service which shall investigate such 

complaint. and if sufficient cause exists, shall prosecute the same in the name of the 

State. Upon request of the trustees of an incorporated village or the selectboard or city 

council or upon its own motion, the Department of Public Service may institute 

investigations .regarding the price, toll, rate, or rental charged by any utility. (Amended 

1959, No. 329 (Adj. Sess.), § 39(b), eff. March 1,1961;1979, No. 204 (Adj. Sess.), § 24, eff. 

Feb. 1, 1981:) 
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Deadline For Public Comment 

Deadline: Ju105, 2022 

The deadline for public comment has expired. Contact the agency or primary 

contact person listed below for assistance. 

Rule Details 

Rule Number: 22P010 

Title: Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice 

Type: Standard 

Status: Final Proposed 

Agency: Vermont Public Utility Commission 

Legal Authority: 30 V.S.A. §§ 9, 11(a), lla(b), and 208. 

The Commission has not comprehensively revised its 

rules of practice in many years. The proposed rule 

will update the Commission's rules of practice to, 
Summary: among other things, (1) reflect the implementation of 

the Commission's electronic filing system, (2) more 

clearly identify the portions of the Vermont Rules of 
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Persons Affected: 

Economic Impact: 

Posting date: 

Civil Procedure that apply in Commission 
proceedings, (3) better facilitate public participation 
by non-lawyers in Commission proceedings by 
incorporating all rules of procedure into a single 
source and clarifying their meaning and application, 
making it easier for public participants to understand 
what rules apply, and (4) incorporate certain 
procedural changes that were made on an emergency 
basis during the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
clarifying that the Commission may hold status 
conferences and hearings remotely (and allow 
remote participation even at in-person hearings) and 
that parties may file documents without notarization. 

Any individual, entity, or government agency 
appearing in a contested case before the Public 
Utility Commission. Examples include Vermont 
utilities, ratepayers, developers of and neighbors, to 
proposed generation or transmission projects;; public 
interest entities, state agencies such as the Vermont 
Department of Public Service, Agency of Natural 
Resources, and Agency of Agriculture, Food: and ; ; 
Markets, and attorneys and non-attorneys , 
representing the same. , „ 

It is possible that the changes to Rule 2.00Q-w.l.1. 
result in some economic impacts to parties ri~~ ~' 
contested cases before the Public Utility ',-~ 
Commission, including regulated utilities aricl~:ther 
customers (Vermont ratepayers). Specifically; tie ~' 
rule amendments may help to facilitate addttflnal 
public participation in contested cases at~the; ,_ 
Commission. This could result in an increase in the 
number of formal parties in more controversial: eases, 
potentially raising litigation costs, although ;it could. 
also lead to a decrease in costs by making the-, 
process of participation easier for all parties;,;. ., ; 

May 25,2022 ~ - - 

Hearing Information _ _ 

Information for Hearing # 1 

Hearing date: 
06-27-2022 5:30 PM ~..:._~.s: ! ::= 

Location: Virtual Hearing 

Address: https://meet.goto.com/911317925 _ - . 

City: or call (877)309-2073 Pin# 911-317-925. 

State: VT ' " 

Zip: n/a 
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Hearing Notes: 
Virtual hearing via https://meet.goto.com/911317925 

or call (877)309-2073 Pin# 911-317-925. 

Contact Information 

Information for Primary Contact 

PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON - A PERSON WHO IS ABLE TO ANSWER 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CONTENT OF THE RULE. 

Level: Primary 

Name: Kyle Landis-Marinello, Esq. 

Agency: Vermont Public Utility Commission ~. 
Address: 112 State Street, 4th Floor 

City: Montpelier 

State: VT 

Zip: 05620 

Telephone: 802-828-1158 

Fax: 802-828-3352 

Email: kyle.landis-marinello@vermont.gov 
~

~~,~ 

Website Address: https://epuc.vermont.gov/?gnode/64/151626 
.E-~ ~ , , 

Information for Secondary Contact 

SECONDARY CONTACT PERSON - A SPECIFIC PERSON FROM WHOM 

COPIES OF FILINGS MAY BE REQUESTED OR WHO MAY ANSWER 

QUESTIONS ABOUT FORMS SUBMITTED FOR FILING IF DIFFERENT 

FROM THE PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON. 

Level: Secondary 

Name: John Cotter, Esq. 

Agency: Vermont Public Utility Commission 

Address: 112 State Street, 4th Floor 

City: Montpelier 

State: VT 

Zip: 05620 

Telephone: 802-828-1161 

Fax: 802-828-3352 

Email: john.cotter@vermont.gov 

4 . . 
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PROPOSED STATE RULES 

Bylaw, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in newspapers of record. The purpose of 
these notices is to give the public a chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative 
rules are now also available online at https://secure.vermont.~ov/SOS/ruled . The law requires an agency to 
hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in writing by 25 persons or an association 
having at least 25 members. 

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs please call or write the contact 
person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies of proposed rules) or 
submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call or write the contact person listed below. You may 
also submit comments in writing to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231). 

Vermont Water Quality Standards. 

Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P009 

AGENCY: Agency of Natural Resources 

CONCISE SUMMARY: The Vermont Water Quality Standards (WQS) are being amended to clarify applicability 
of the Standards, reflect updates to policy related to streamflow and stream processes, update water quality 
criteria for consistency with federal standards, and reflect changes enacted under Act 32 of 2021. 
Amendments to -the Rule include: 1. Language regarding the application of the Standards to wetlands; 2. 

Language articulating the requirements of state certifications issued pursuant to Section 401 of the CWA; 3. 

Update to aquatic biota-based criteria clarifying that 30Q10 flows apply for chronic criteria that utilize a 30-
day average; 4. Updates to methodology associated with determining hydrology criteria; 5. Updates to 

methodology associated with numeric biological indices and aquatic habitat assessments; 6. Updates to the 
Management Objectives and Criteria; 7. Reclassification of three A(1) streams in the Lower Otter Creek 
Watershed; 8. Changes to Appendix C, including updates to aluminum and copper criteria. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Bethany Sargent, DEC Monitoring and Assessment Program, Agency 

of Natural Resources 1 National Life Drive, Davis 3, Montpelier, VT 05620-3522 Tel: 802-490-6131 Fax: 802-
828-1544 Email: bethanv.sar~enfi@vermont.~ov URL: https://dec.vermont.~Qv/watershed/. 

FOR COPIES: Hannah Smith, Agency of Natural Resources 1 National Life Drive, Davis 2, Montpelier, VT 05620-
3522 Tel: 802-461-8187 Fax: 802-828-1544 Email: hannah.smith[~verr~nont.~ov. 

Rule 2.000 Rules of Practice. 

Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P010 

AGENCY: Public Utility Commission 

CONCISE SUMMARY: The Commission has not comprehensively revised its rules of practice in many years. The 
proposed rule will update the Commission's rules of practice to, among other things, (1) reflect the 
implementation of the Commission's electronic filing system, (2) more clearly identify the portions of the 
Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure that apply in Commission proceedings, (3J better facilitate public 



participation by non-lawyers in Commission proceedings by incorporating all rules of procedure into a single 
source and clarifying their meaning and application, making it easier for public participants to understand 
what rules apply, and (4) incorporate certain procedural changes that were made on an emergency basis 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, including clarifying that the Commission may hold status conferences and 
hearings remotely (and allow remote participation even at in-person hearings) and that parties may file 
documents without notarization. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Kyle Landis-Marinello, Esq. Vermont Public Utility Commission 112 
State Street, 4th FI., Montpelier, VT 05602 Tel: 802-828-1158 Fax: 802-828-3352 Email: kvle.iandis-
marinello@vermont.~ov URL• hops://epuc.vermont.~ov/?q=nQde/64/151626. 

FOR COPIES: John Cotter, Esq. Vermont Public Utility Commission 112 State Street, 4th FI., Montpelier, VT 
05602 Tel: 802-828-1161 Fax: 802-828-3352 Email: john.cotter@vermont.~ov. 


