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General Fund Bridge Program Handout

February 17, 2022

What:  When congress passed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (IIJA), they established a General Fund Bridge Program that 
includes a provision which makes a portion of the funding eligible for 
100% federal monies for off-system bridges. 

Definition:  An off-system bridge is defined as one that is on a roadway 

which is not eligible for federal funding, a non-federal aid highway.  In 

Vermont, these are typically roads that are owned and maintained by a 

municipality.
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How Much: VTrans proposes to invest over $80 million of the General 

Fund Bridge Program funds into the construction phase of off-system 

bridges over the 5-year period of the IIJA.  While the construction phase of 

the projects would be funded at 100% federal, the engineering and right-

of-way phases of the project will continue to be funded at an 80% federal, 

10% state and 10% town match.  
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How: There are two different categories of bridges that VTrans plans to 

fund at 100% federal for the construction phase as part of this program:  

Existing Capital Program Projects:  As part of the annual VTrans

Capital Program that is approved by the legislature, there are currently 

fifteen (15) projects that would be have the construction phase of the 

project funded at 100% federal.  These projects have begun the 

engineering phase and have previously been identified as priorities to 

advance in the Capital Program.  (See attached list).
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Historic Bridges:  Covered bridges and metal trusses are important 

structures that are woven into the history of communities around the state.  

These bridges are typically on lower volume local, non-federal aid roads 

and in periods of tighter fiscal constraints, do not make the cut for funding 

of necessary improvements.  This program provides an opportunity to 

invest in these important structures.  This program will see investment in 

nineteen (19) historic bridges; ten (10) covered bridges and nine (9) metal 

trusses. (See attached list).  These projects would be included in the FY’23 

Capital Program and would begin the engineering phase in the coming 

year.
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Summary:  In total, there are 34 bridge projects in 31 communities 

around the state that would see the town match of the construction phase 

of the projects reduced to 0%.  This is estimated to save these 

communities a total of approximately $8 million dollars in town match 
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Definitions

• Long Structures – Greater than 20’ in span length. Federal definition of a 
bridge.  May include culverts.

• Short Structure – Structures 6’ – 20’ in span length. May include culverts.

• Large Culvert – A hydraulic buried structure greater than 6’ that is 
intended to move water.

• Small Culvert - A hydraulic buried structure less than 6’ that is intended 
to move water.

February 17, 2022
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Off System Numbers
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▪ 1667 Municipal Bridges
o 310 On System Bridges
o 1357 Off System Bridges

▪ 18.2% of all bridge are Off System Bridges – by deck area

▪ 3.7% of entire bridge network is in poor condition – by deck area
o 18.3% of the poor bridges are off system – by deck area
o Approximately 50% of the off system poor bridges are included in this program

▪ Municipal Bridge Traffic
o On System Bridges average traffic: 2,975 per day, average truck traffic: 171 per day

o Off System Bridges average traffic: 282 per day, average truck traffic: 8 per day
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VTransparency
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https://vtransparency.vermont.gov/
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Questions?

Kevin S. Marshia

Director - Asset Management Bureau

Vermont Agency of Transportation

kevin.marshia@vermont.gov

802-279-3594

February 17, 2022
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