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Forestation Options for Vermont
Gifford Pinchot put an end to the destructive harvesting practices of the 19 th century as the first
Director of the US Forest Service. His dictum in his book, Breaking New Ground was clear:
"Conservation is the foresighted utilization, preservation and/or renewal of forests, waters, lands
and minerals for the greatest good of the greatest number for the longest time."
Forests play a major role not only in commerce, but in providing oxygen, moving water,
reducing flooding, moderating regional climate. Forests are complex ecosystems that host the
largest number of species on land.
Pinchot sought to reign in unbridled destruction of forests by managing them largely for forest
products, but he also recognized some of their additional benefits. Today we must also consider
the critical role they play in addressing climate change by absorbing atmospheric carbon dioxide
and for maintaining biological diversity, the two major global emergencies the world is currently
facing.
The US Forest Service categorizes forests underthrew categories, timberlands, reserved forests
and other forests. In the U.S. 70% of forests re classified as timberlands including over 90% of
the forests in Vermont and throughout New England. Just 7% of US forests are over 100 years
old when many tree species in our region can live 200-300 years or more.
Land types in Vermont (USFS):
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