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permitting; climate change; scenery; and solid waste
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Vermont Housing & Conservation Board
Statutory Purpose

@he dual goalsof creating
affordable housingfor
Vermonters,and conserving

and protecting6 AOI T T 06 O
agricultural land, forestland,
historic properties, important
natural areas, and recreational
lands of primary importance to

the economic vitality and

guality of life of the State"

10 V.S.A.18302




and Protecting Water Quality

08 OEA
protection of
lands for
multiple
conservation
purposes,
including the
protection of
surface
waters and
associated
natural
resources

Photo by Paul Richardson

)




VHCBResults: FY2019 and FY 2020

Statelnvestment: $31M VHCB Program Impact
Leverage: $162M

A 875 homes and apartments

A 45 farms; 5,765 acres conserved

A 25 natural areas; forests; parks and trails:
7,908 acres conserved

A 2 historic preservation projects

A 317farm and forest enterprises served
with business planning and technical
assistance.

A Farm and Forest next gen transfers
A Rural Economic Development

A Water Quality

A Homes for Workers

A Downtown/Village Revitalization

A Outdoor Recreation

A Housing the Homeless

A Historic Community Buildings



COVID Response and Recovery

Housing for the Homeless; Business Support for the Farm, Food & Forestry Sectors
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Managed $33 million iI€RF for 26 projects securigg7 new homes and beds for those
experiencing homelessness as well as improvements to 12 shetteyand the state for
health and safety during COVID.

+1/.Q&a CINY 39 C2NBad xAlFoAfAGE tNRINIY
responsebusiness coaching for more than 500 enterpriséglping them apply for state an
federal relief programs, work on financial planningorgéent to new markets, connecting to
health and wellness resources and manage human resource challenges.



Home Sales and Prices Surge
Property Transfer Tax Revenues Up

Sales of $1M homes tripled in Vermont last

year
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$199,999 $5299,999 $399,999 $489,999

Sales price

Source: Vermont Housing Finance Agency
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properties at a blistering pace,
accelerating an already expanding re
estate market. As a resultproperty
transfer tax revenues in the first six
months of FY21 were 40% above
expectations.

Economic Review and Revenue Forecast
Update

Kavet Rockle& Associates, LLC




Housing in Community Centers
Randolph, Montpelier, St. Johnsbury, Springfield and Bennlngton




Energy Efficient Affordable Housing
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Elm Place, Milton B Stanislaus, West Rutland

McKnight Lane, Waltham

Jacob Hannah for the New York Times




Housing and
Conservation at
Cambrian Rise In
Burlington

New neighborhood of 700 new homes
under development. 12 acres of conserved
land with public access on Lake
Champlain. All levels of affordability from
luxury condos to apartments dedicated to
the homeless. Partnership between the
City, private developer, housing nonprofit
and land trust. HRB funding committed to
or under consideration for 157
apartments and condominiums for
moderate to low income households.




Land Conservation

Protectionof naturalareas water resourcestecreationallandsandforesttracts

Improveswater quality and buildsflood resiliency, protects wildlife habitatand
supportsrural economicdevelopment.

VHChBhas fundedacquisition oftwo parcels
by KingdonTrailsasthey secure theitrail
network that annuallybringsmillion in
revenueto the area

TheGreen MountainConservancis
establishingvith VHCBsupporta new

913-acrenature preservenear the

. ML WA s southernend of the PutneyMountain

"Deer RurNature I5reserveNewfane ridge with2.5miles of frontageon the
DummerstonandBrookliine WestRiver Public acces$or hiking,

hunting, andishing.




Land Conservation

Poulin and Daughters Family Farm, Randolph

Beef and maple farm conserved by VLT with VHCB funding in 2013;
easement includes 5€foot riparian buffer along Third Branch of the Whites
River. Received VHCB water quallty grantin 2017 to mstall mau
containment structures. ¢ ol




Protection Through Easements

A conservation easement is appraised and the owner is paid
the fair market value (or less) of the easement Funding
for purchase from VHCB.
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VHCB projects are cost-effective and lasting
investmentsthat AAAOAOO | AT U | &£ 6
pressing needs and challenges Equinox Highlands
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water quality and reduce the vulnerability of
downstream communitieto flooding

w Lydl Od ¥F2NB&arkon,l o
slowingthe pace of climate change

wBuilds resiliencef communitiesand ,
ecosystems to climate change by protecting#t s
key forest blocks and providing undisturbedgis
habitat for native plants andildlife ”

wSecuring outdoorecreation opportunities [
contributes to health of people, communitigs
and economy



An irreplaceable Lake Champlain property,
an addition to Alburgh Dunes State Park

Oneof the last
large stretches
of undeveloped,
unprotected
Lake Champlain
shoreline

VHCB funds are
needed to
match

$554,500 of
Federal LWCF
funds




1-mile of
lakesidecliffs
and beaches

160-acreswill
join 600+
acres
conserved
over the past
25 years by
FPR, TNC and
VHCB
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Glebe Mountain adds to jrotected network of climate resilient

sites and linkagethat will support sustaininthe diversity of plants
and animalsvhile storing substantlal amounts of carbon, creating
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Employing statewide planning tools In
VHCB project prioritization

VermonT ConservAaTiON DEsIGN

MAINTAINING AND ENHANCING AN ECOLOGICALLY FUNCTIONAL LANDSCAPE

Summary Report for
Landscapes, Natural Communities, Habitats, and Species

February 2018

Eric Sorenson and Robert Zaino

Core Participants:
Jens Hilke, Doug Morin = Vermont Fish and Wildife Department
Keith Thompson -~ Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation
Elizabeth Thompson = Vermont Land Trust

Vermont Conservation Design
Ecologically Functional Landscape

O 11grent Prosty Natucwl Communty & 1ttt Festurns
Oh righest Procty Landuceps Blocks

O Mgrent Precey Sortate Waters vt Rossan Arees

AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Respect, Protect. Enjoy.




Supporting State Planning Strategies:
Vermont Conservation Design

Okemo Wildlife Corridor
Conservation Project

&n§3f311§@ Resilient Land Mapping Tool

A Okemo State Forest,
Mount Holly

A Mount Holly
Conservation Trust,
VT Dept. FPR,
Vermont Land Trust

A VCD Highest Priority:

A Connectivity Block
A Representative
Physical Landscape

A VCD Priority:

A Interior Forest
Block



The Choinieres implemented numerous conservation practices, installing
buffers along the river, cattle lanes and fencing, and keeping manure
under cover using bedded pack barns. The farm now produces milk
without feeding grain. The Choinieres purchased a neighboring conserved
farm last year and sold river corridor restrictions along the Rock River.
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VLT Conserved Land

Land Conserved by Other
Private Organizations
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State Easement

Federal Land

Federal Easement

Tribal Land

Municipal Land

D Lands Conserved with
VHCB Funding




Farmland Conservation

Statefundingmatchedwith federaland privately raisedundingto protect productive
farmland,improvewater quality,andfacilitate transfersto the next generation.

Hewitt/Old Road
Farm, Route 100,

Granville , T

\_\\\‘ '\/

1
_‘.
1
_a3
I(
.

A Newownersrun anorganic
vegetable operation, breathingew
life into the tiny village ofGranville
atatime when COVH29has
reinforcedthe importance of local
food.

A Assistancdérom the VermontLand
TrustFarmlandAccesd?rogramand
business/transitiorplanningwith
the Intervale Center througthe
Farmé& ForestViabilityProgram.




Whetstone Brook River Corridor
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Cersosimo -
Conceptual Site Plan
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FLOOD STORAGE
= A restored flocdplen will provide storage
capeaciy during bigh wate everts, reducing
paak Aovws and halpbng protect down-
Wrwarm property

WATER QUALITY

e Stormmreater runco®™ Wil B recirected ot
ll & wetland pr Otecting Whetstore Broock’s
water Suslty

PuBLIC ACCESS

= A pudeatrian tral will mesndes Srough the
restoration sres, and provide rfvwr sczess

o Through partnerships, other pulblic csen
are possble, such e commmuonity e derns, &
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plrground

WILDLIFE HABITAT
= The nator wtion «fort will create wilciFe
huabitat, ncludegy wrasslersds snd riparian

il forests, restoringg species present prics to
corrversion to & Rmber yard,
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Morgan Street Wetlands - Bennington
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Restoring Floodplain and Reducing Future Risk
VHCB and FEMA Buyouts
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Clean Water Initiative

Water Quality Farm Improvement and Retirement Projects

WQ Grant to Stonebroke Farm, Pawlet

Land Conservation and Water Quality

Boissoneault Farm, St. Albar$230,500 in
capital bill funds leveraged $356,500 in federal and privai
funding to conserve 264 acres on Lake Champlain
including 140 acres of wetlands with multiple rare and
uncommon natural communities.




Water Quality Farm Projects

+ Al OAU #EAT AT AO O OEAI Al
Pigasus Meats, raising pork and chicken on the
conserved Landon farm inSouth Hero. They

were awarded a $40,000 Water Quality Grant for

a bedded pack hoop barn for winter hog housing
allowing for efficient manure management with

no liquid manure, reducing runoff.

The Vosburg Farm inrSwanton received $40,000 for
new manure storage infrastructure to eliminate
groundwater contamination.

In Sheldon, HJ & A Howrigan and Sons, Inc. received
$8,191 for a netill planter that will reduce runoff and
soil erosion, improving water quality.




