
Lake Bomoseen 
Boat Wash Program – Estimated Costs 

 
 

Lake Bomoseen has two primary public launch points. The Kehoe Boat Ramp on the western 
shore off Creek Road attracts the most traffic. The Evanoika Boat Ramp, just south of the Float 
Bridge, is also popular but used less intensively.  As Bomoseen is infested with zebra mussels as 
well as Eurasian milfoil, we believe we need at least one high pressure, hot water boat wash 
station.  (Manual removal is generally insufficient to deal with zebra mussels.  Hot water kills 
both milfoil and zebra mussels, as well as most other AIS. Charts at the end of this document, 
from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, provide relevant data.) We are 
proposing to place a waterless, self-serve boat cleaning station at each boat ramp and to build a 
high-pressure, hot-water cleaning station at Kehoe.  Greeters and signage at Evanoika will 
direct boaters with more serious infestation to the hot-water cleaning station at Kehoe. 
 
Because neither launch site has access to municipal water or sewer, we are assuming that at 
Kehoe we will need a containment pad to capture and recycle water, as well as storage and 
filtration systems for clean water and to hold unrecycled runoff and contaminants. 
 
Finally, there is evidence that smart behavioral design of access and signage makes a big 
difference in boater compliance. 
 
Here is a comparison and example of waterless and hot-water boat cleaning stations: 
 

 
 
 
  



 
Accordingly, we have estimated the cost of the project as follows: 
 

• 2 Solar Waterless Stations      $65,000 – 75,000 

• 1 High Pressure Hot Water Heater (2000 PSI, 4 GPM):     10,000 – 15,000 

• Concrete pad, drainage, water reclamation, filtering,  
tanks, plumbing and installation:        40,000 – 50,000 

• Propane tank and installation for heater:        1,000  –   2,000 

• Building to house and secure equipment at Kehoe       4,000  –   5,000 

• Electrical connection           1,000. –   1,500  

• Engineering Study & Permitting         5,000  – 10,000 

• Access Design & Signage          5,000  – 10,000  

• General Contractor          10,000 – 15,000 

• Contingency (20%)          15,000 – 20,000 
Total     $157,000 – 203,500 
 
 

Ongoing operating costs for the stations: 
 

• Labor - Kehoe staffed 7 days/week in summer, weekends 
and holidays in spring and fall, Evanoika staffed weekends 
 and holidays       $40,000 

• Electric + Propane                      1,000 

• Equipment maintenance                                                                  4,000  

• Water supply and pump out                                                            5,000 

• Contingency           5,000 
Total    $55,000 
 

 
Our current greeters program budget is $44,000 ($32,000 of hard costs plus $12,000 in-kind).  
This is funded through a combination of grants and LBA cash.  Clearly, we will need to increase 
our fund-raising to support the operation of these stations, but the increase is not that 
significant.  We believe that as we begin to take more proactive, visible steps to fight AIS, 
donations will follow. 



 
 


