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Sec. 9. CRITERION 8(C) RULEMAKING  
 
   (a) The Natural Resources Board (Board), in consultation with the Agency of Natural 

Resources, shall adopt rules to implement the requirements for the administration of 10 V.S.A. 

§ 6086(a)(8)(C). Rules adopted by the Board shall include:  

(1) How forest blocks and connecting habitat are further defined, including their size, 

location, and function, which may include:  

   (A) information that will be available to the public to determine where forest blocks 

and connecting habitat are located; or  

   (B) advisory mapping resources, how they will be made available, how they will be 

used, and how they will be updated.  

(2) Standards establishing how impacts can be avoided, minimized, or mitigated, 

including how fragmentation of forest blocks or connecting habitat is avoided or minimized, 

which may include steps to promote proactive site design of buildings, roadways and 

driveways, utility location, and location relative to existing features such as roads, tree lines, 

and fence lines.  

(3) Criteria to identify when a forest block or connecting habitat is eligible for mitigation.  

(4) Standards for how impacts to a forest block or connecting habitat may be mitigated. 

Standards may include:  

   (A) appropriate ratios for compensation;  

   (B) appropriate forms of compensation such as conservation easements, fee interests 

in land, and other forms of compensation; and  

   (C) appropriate uses of on-site and off-site mitigation.  

(5) Standards to distinguish between impacts on forest blocks and connecting habitat 

from the development of structures such as (but not limited to) wireless telecommunications 

facilities that only require infrequent human activity for their operation and use versus 



 

 

impacts on forest blocks and connecting habitat from development that results in sustained 

human activity at the location of the development, such as (but not limited to) new 

residential dwellings. 

   (b) The Board shall convene a working group to provide input to the rule prior to prefiling with 

the Interagency Committee on Administrative Rules. The Board shall convene the working 

group on or before June 1, 2023.  

   (c) The Board shall file a final proposed rule with the Secretary of State and Legislative 

Committee on Administrative Rules on or before June 15, 2024. 


