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S.226 
Sec. 5.  10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:(page 9)

§ 6001.  DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(35)  “Priority housing project” means a discrete project located on a single tract or multiple contiguous tracts of land that 

consists exclusively of:

(A) mixed income housing or mixed use, or any combination thereof, and is located entirely within a designated downtown 

development district, designated new town center, designated growth center, or designated village center that is also a designated

neighborhood development area under 24 V.S.A. chapter 76A; or

(B)  mixed income housing and is located entirely within a designated Vermont neighborhood or designated neighborhood 

development area under 24 V.S.A. chapter 76A.



S.226 
Sec. 6.  10 V.S.A. § 6081(p) is amended to read:

(p)(1)  No permit or permit amendment is required for any change to a project that is located entirely within a 

downtown development district designated pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 2793, if the change consists exclusively of any 

combination of mixed use and mixed income housing, and the cumulative changes within any continuous period of 

five years, commencing on or after May 28, 2002, remain below any applicable jurisdictional threshold specified in 

subdivision 6001(3)(A)(iv)(I) of this title.

(2) No permit or permit amendment is required for a priority housing project in a designated center other than a 

downtown development district if the project remains below any applicable jurisdictional threshold specified in 

subdivision 6001(3)(A)(iv)(I) of this title and will comply with all conditions of any existing permit or permit 

amendment issued under this chapter that applies to the tract or tracts on which the project will be located.  If such a 

priority housing project will not comply with one or more of these conditions, an application may be filed pursuant 

to section 6084 of this title.



S.226 
10 V.S.A. § 6084

(f) This subsection concerns an application for a new permit amendment to change the conditions of an existing 

permit or existing permit amendment in order to authorize the construction of a priority housing project described in 

subdivision 6081(p)(2) of this title.

(1) The District Commission may authorize a district coordinator to issue such an amendment, without notice and 

a hearing, if the applicant demonstrates that all parties to the existing permit or existing permit amendment, which 

contains the condition or conditions proposed to be changed, or their successors in interest have consented to the 

proposed changes to conditions relative to the criteria for which the party obtained party status.

(2) If the applicant is not able to obtain the consent of a party or parties or their successors in interest with respect 

to one or more of the conditions in the existing permit or permit amendment proposed to be changed, the applicant 

shall file a permit application pursuant to this section. However, review by the District Commission shall be limited 

to whether the changes to conditions not consented to by the party or parties or their successors in interest enable 

positive findings to be made under subsection 6086(a) and are authorized under subsection 6086(c) of this title.



Language from H.926
Sec. 2.  1973 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. 7(a)(2) is amended to read:

(2)  ECOSYSTEM PROTECTION AND UTILIZATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

(A)  Healthy ecosystems clean water, purify air, maintain soil, regulate the climate, recycle nutrients, and provide food.  They provide raw 

materials and resources for medicines and other purposes.  They are at the foundation of civilization and sustain the economy.  These ecosystem 

services are the state’s natural capital.  

(B)  Biodiversity is the key indicator of an ecosystem’s health.  A wide variety of species copes better with threats than a limited number of 

species in large populations.

(C) Products of the land and the stone and minerals under the land, as well as the beauty of our landscape are principal natural resources of 

the state. 

(D) Preservation Protection of healthy ecosystems in Vermont, preservation of the agricultural and forest productivity of the land, and the 

economic viability of agricultural units, conservation of the recreational opportunity afforded by the state’s hills, forests, streams and lakes, wise use 

of the state’s non-renewable earth and mineral reserves, and protection of the beauty of the landscape are matters of public good.  Uses which threaten 

or significantly inhibit these healthy ecosystems and the state’s natural and scenic resources should be permitted only when the public interest is 

clearly benefited thereby.



Language from H.926

§ 6000.  PURPOSE; CONSTRUCTION

The purposes of this chapter are to protect and conserve the environment of the State 

and to support the achievement of the goals of the Capability and Development Plan 

and of 24 V.S.A. § 4302(c).  The chapter shall be construed broadly to effect these 

purposes.


