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Overview and Policy Goals

Link to 2020 Eunomia Report, “Impacts of Increasing Vermont’s Bottle Bill 
Scope and Deposit Value”: 

https://www.vpirg.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Eunomia-Report-Final-Iss
ued-for-Publication.pdf 

Policy Goals:

● Expand the scope of the Bottle Bill to 

include more containers.*

● Increase the deposit from 5c to 10c.

*Water, Sports Drinks, Energy Drinks, Fruit & Vegetable 
Drinks, Ready to Drink Tea & Coffee, Wine & Hard Cider.

https://www.vpirg.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Eunomia-Report-Final-Issued-for-Publication.pdf
https://www.vpirg.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Eunomia-Report-Final-Issued-for-Publication.pdf


How Does the Bottle Bill Work?

● Deposit initiators collect at least a 5-cent deposit from each distributor or dealer on 
each beverage container sold to such distributors or dealers in Vermont.

● Retailers pay the distributor or deposit initiator at least a 5-cent deposit for each 
beverage container purchased.

● Consumers pay the dealers the deposit for each beverage container purchased.

● Consumers may then return their empty beverage containers to a dealer or 
redemption center to get their deposit back.

● Retailers and redemption centers are reimbursed the deposit plus a handling fee by 
the distributor or the deposit initiator for each empty beverage container returned.



Vermont’s Bottle Bill by the Numbers

● Since 1973, just over 10 billion deposit beverage containers have been 
redeemed.

● That’s about 6 billion aluminum cans, 1 billion plastic bottles, and 2.6 
billion glass bottles.

● If these containers were laid end-to-end, they'd stretch over one million 
miles, enough to circle the Earth’s equator 41 times.

















Overall Cost Assessment



Why Modernizing the Bottle Bill, Why Now

1. The Bottle Bill improves and increases recycling, and will result in an estimated 397 million 

additional containers recycled with a 90% redemption rate;

2. Because materials that go through the Bottle Bill are cleaner and more valuable than 

single-stream recyclables, Bottle Bill materials provide necessary stock for beverage brands 
required under state laws to use more recycled content in their bottles;

3. Bottle Bill materials are captured at much higher rates from the trash and roadsides due to the 

financial incentives of bottle redemption, resulting in 13 million fewer containers littered;

4. An expanded Bottle Bill boosts Vermont’s economy by delivering at least $1.5 million additional 

dollars to the State in unclaimed deposits;

5. Under the Bottle Bill, it’s producers rather than taxpayers who cover the cost of packaging 

recycling or disposal. The Bottle Bill works under an Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 

model, where the producer is  responsible for the material it creates throughout its life cycle.


