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Community Planning + 
Revitalization

Providing tools, training, grants, 
and incentives for local leaders to 
plan and implement projects that 

support thriving, walkable 
communities.















Number of State Designations: 262  

Village Centers: 221

Downtowns: 23

New Town Centers: 2 (1 pending)

Neighborhood Development Areas: 10

Growth Centers: 6



Area of Designated Centers  
is 1/355 total area of Vermont

Growth Centers  
14 sq. miles

Villages  
12.1 sq. miles

Downtowns  
3.2 sq. miles

Neighborhoods  
4.9 sq. miles

New Town Cent.
0.3 sq. miles

Vermont  
9623 sq. miles

Relative Size of Land Areas



Size of Downtowns

Burlington
Bristol

About half of Vermont’s downtowns are  
between 50 and 100 acres.

25%
100 +
ACRES

50%
50-100 ACRES

25%
<50 ACRES



Vermont Climate Council 





- Wildlands and Woodlands Farmlands and Communities 2017



Median Household Annual Vehicle 
Miles Traveled by Area 

24246

21495

20980

19262
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10195

8078
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Exurbs in Chittenden County

Outside of Centers

State Median

Village Centers

1/2 mile from Downtowns

Downtowns

Designated Neighborhoods

- American Household Travel Survey  2009



Transportation 

52%

Thermal 

Total Energy Cost for Vermont Households 

25%

23%
Electricity 
(non-thermal)

- Vermont Energy Investment Corporation 2016



I would walk to 
work, school, 
shopping or other
activities if they 
were close 
enough…

- Resource Systems Group 2012 [n=519 ]

91%
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Neighborhood Development Areas

Downtowns – 1/2 mile Village Center  – 1/4 mile 

15 min walk 5-10 min walk 
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Neighborhood Development Areas

1 Density
Minimum 4 DU/Acre

2 Building Design
Pedestrian Oriented 

3 Transportation Network
Complete Streets

4 Natural Resources
No floodplains, avoid others 



Designating Unsewered Areas



Designating Unsewered Areas



Decentralized Wastewater 



River Corridors 



Allowing Safe Infill 



Allowing Safe Infill 



Neighborhood Development Areas

1. Burlington
2. Essex Junction
3. Manchester
4. South Burlington
5. Winooski
6. Westford
7. Brattleboro
8. Randolph
9. Putney
10. Hinesburg
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41 Bylaw Modernization Grants 
1. Bethel 
2. Brattleboro 
3. Bristol 
4. Burlington 
5. Chester
6. Enosburgh 
7. Essex
8. Fairfax
9. Hartford 
10. Highgate 
11. Hinesburg 
12. Hyde Park
13. Killington
14. Landgrove
15. Lincoln
16. Ludlow 
17. Manchester
18. Montgomery 
19. Newport City
20. North Bennington Village
21. Old Bennington Village 

22. Pawlet 
23. Peru
24. Poultney
25. Randolph 
26. Rochester 
27. Rupert
28. Sandgate
29. Shaftsbury
30. Sheldon
31. Shoreham
32. St. Albans Town
33. Stamford
34. Stowe
35. Strafford
36. Thetford 
37. Waitsfield
38. West Rutland
39. West Windsor
40. Wilmington
41. Woodstock 
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Affordable housing 
projects (20% affordable) 
located in a downtown, 
neighborhood, new town 
center, growth center 

Over 2,500 units were not 
subject to Act 250 review 
in the last five years  

Many units are perpetually 
affordable 

S.226 proposes several 
changes to help small 
towns take advantage of 
this benefit   

Act 250 Regulatory Benefits  
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