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Community Planning +
Revitalization

Providing tools, training, grants,
and incentives for local leaders to
plan and implement projects that

support thriving, walkable
communities.
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Number of State Designations: 262

% Village Centers: 221
S

Downtowns: 23

o :,4' <= New Town Centers: 2 (1 pending)

Neighborhood Development Areas: 10

%@Q Growth Centers: 6




Relative Size of Land Areas

Area of Designated Centers
is 1/355 total area of Vermont

[ 1
Vermont o ® . ®

9623 sq. miles

Villages Growth Centers Neighborhoods Downtowns  New Town Cent.
12.1 sq. miles 14 sq. miles 49 sqg.miles 3.2sqg.miles 0.3 sq. miles




Size of Downtowns

About half of Vermont’s downtowns are
between 50 and 100 acres.
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25% 50% 25%
100 + 50-100 ACRES <50 ACRES
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Vermont Climate Council
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- Wildlands and Woodlands Farmlands and Communities 2017



Median Household Annual Vehicle
Miles Traveled by Area

Designated Neighborhoods

Downtowns

1/2 mile from Downtowns

Village Centers

State Median
Outside of Centers

Exurbs in Chittenden County

0 5,000 10,00015,00020,00025,000

- American Household Travel Survey 2009



Total Energy Cost for Vermont Households

Thermal

25%

Transportation

23%

Electricity

(non-thermal)
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I would walk to
work, school,
shopping or other
activities if they
were close
enough...




Zoning for Great Neighborhoods

Virtual Training via ZOOM

Whilke mid-century cars and clothing are cool, would you be surprised to know that the zoning In most communities are from
the same era? Did you know that local solutions to housing affordabliity, community revitalization, climate change, and soclal
Justice are often stymied by decisions made In the 197057 A lot has changed since then, from Infrastructure spending, to
household composition, to consumer preferences — but a lot of Viermont's mid-century zoning bylaws aren’t keeping up with
the times.

Many Vermonters are not getting the outcomes they urgently need because the cumbersome and costly process of
owverhauling a zoning bylaw 1s out of reach for most citles and towns. This training will help local leaders Identify and selact
small-scale, Incremental changes that can be made without having to overhaul all the zoning bylaws.

The tralning I1s bullt upon Enabling Better Places: Zoning for Great Nelghborhoods, a how-to manual that promotes practical,
small steps that Vermont's ciies, towns and villages can take to address widespread regulatory barriers that imit the cholce
of homes avallable to Viermont residents at prices people can afford. This guide stems from the Congress of the New
Urbanism’s (CHU) Project for Code Reform, a strategic initlative to support cities and towns as they reform outdated zoning
bylaws In favor of more walkable urbanism.

Who should attend?

The curriculum s designed for Vermont's elected officials, select board members, developers, designers and architects,
housing and planning professionals, municipal staff, or municipal volunteers senving on a planning commission, development
review board, housing or consenvation commission, relators, and others.

When? Cost? AICP Certification Maintenance Credits?
2.5 CM credits for planners

January
January 2

“Many municipalities are recognizing that zoning regulations can suppress housing
supply, drive up housing costs, and widen racial and economic disparities. It’s clear
that we must do more, legislatively and otherwise, to help cities and towns find ways to
remove unnecessary and costly barriers to creating more affordable housing options”

Senator Michael Sirotkin

Sponsors: Chitterden County
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House Impossible: How the Real Estate Rush and
Other Factors Have Pushed Homeownership Out
of Reach for Many Vermonters

By MaTTHEW Rov [ eEMROY oo e.







7. Neighborhood Development Areas

Villége Center — 1/4 mile

15 min walk 5-10 min walk

21



7. Neighborhood Development Areas

Density
Minimum 4 DU/Acre

Building Design
Pedestrian Oriented

Transportation Network
Complete Streets

Natural Resources
No floodplains, avoid others

Neighborhood
Development Area
Designation
Program

Application
Guidelines

: /\VERMONT
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[ Westford Town Center ~ Onsite System Suitability Ratings
[ Conventional Subsurface
|

Slope or ity
[ At-grade o Filtrate + Conventional
| [0 Filtrate + Mound w/Curtain Drain
I structures M Mound o Filtrate + At-grade

[ study Area Parcels B Mound w/Curtain Drain or Filtrate + Mound

Private Well Buffers [ Not Suited or 2 Year Time of Travel and/or Store + Dose
[ Not Suited B
B Not Ranked

| © Private Well
| ® Public Well

100-Year Flooding

S| =3 Source Protection Areas

FIGURE 4: POTENTIAL COMMUNITY WASTEWATER DISPOSAL SITES
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Designating Unsewered Areas

Sewer Service Area Map
=k

" | Note: the municipal boundary shown

here is only approximte. Parcel data
more accurately reflect the boundary
between the Town of Manchester
and the Village of Manchester.




Decentralized Wastewater

Cluster Septic

System

. ?ﬁ uﬁ ug

Dspersal Cmpunmu

Please note: Septic systems vary. Diagram is not to scale.

Courtesy of US EPA



River Corridors

D Village Center
[ auarter Mile Buffer
77777] ANR River Corridor

Municipal Boundary

- The proposad MDA exciudes Mver
comdor, fiodd hazard areas, wellands,
arezs nat served by sewer, and

parceds Talllng In the Willage of
Manchester, & separaie municiplaity.

#l Mote: the municipal boundary shown
| nese is caly approximie. Parcel data
il moee accurately refiect the boundary
SRl oetween the Town of Manchestar
:’ | and the Vikage of Manchester




Allowing Safe Infill




Allowing Safe Infill
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gL Nelghborhood Development Areas
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7~ 41 Bylaw Modernization Grants
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Bethel
Brattleboro
Bristol
Burlington
Chester
Enosburgh
Essex
Fairfax
Hartford

. Highgate

. Hinesburg

. Hyde Park

. Killington

. Landgrove

. Lincoln

. Ludlow

. Manchester

. Montgomery

. Newport City

. North Bennington Village
. Old Bennington Village

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Pawlet

Peru
Poultney
Randolph
Rochester
Rupert
Sandgate
Shaftsbury
Sheldon
Shoreham

St. Albans Town
Stamford
Stowe
Strafford
Thetford
Waitsfield
West Rutland
West Windsor
Wilmington
Woodstock
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Act 250 Regulatory Benefits

Affordable housing
projects (20% affordable)
located in a downtown,
neighborhood, new town .
center, growth center

Over 2,500 units were not
subject to Act 250 review
in the last five years

Many units are perpetually
affordable

S.226 proposes several
changes to help small
towns take advantage of
this benefit
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