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"After careful consideration, I believe that it is in the best interests of my 
child to be placed for adoption.  I voluntarily and unequivocally consent to 
the transfer of legal and physical custody of this minor child to the above 
named adoption agency for the purposes of adoption and to take any and 

all measures that may be in the best interests of the child."
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The court, the adoptive parents, or the adoptee
if over 14 years of age, may request that no new birth
certificate be issued. In such a case the original birth 
record remains public and available to the adopted person.
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VERMONT: Original Birth Certificates
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After registering a report of birth, the town clerk or state registrar issues a birth certificate. The certificate 
contains all information about the birth, with limited exceptions related to medical, health, and social security 
information. The birth certificate and the birth index is considered public information available for review at the 
state registrar or town clerk's office.

All births in Vermont are required to be reported to a town clerk or to the state registrar on a form provided by 
the state registrar. Births must be reported within five days of birth. 
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If an adoption of a child is contemplated, all named birthparents must consent to the adoption and release the 
child for adoption, giving up all rights and custody over child. A relinquishment and consent to adopt does not 
affect the original birth certificate on file with the town clerk and state registrar. 

Adoption occurs only after court approval and issuance of a decree of adoption. If an adoption does not occur, 
the original birth certificate remains available to the child and is reviewable in the office of the town clerk or state 
registrar. Upon completion of an adoption, the court completes a report of adoption.

The court forwards a report of adoption to the state registrar. The report of adoption must contain "information in 
the court's record . . . that is necessary to locate and identify the adoptee's birth certificate." The court, the 
adoptive parents, or the adoptee if over 14 years of age, may request that no new birth certificate be issued. 
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Unless no new amended birth certificate is requested, the state registrar issues a new amended birth certificate. 
The original certificate and all copies of the certificate in the files shall be sealed and shall not be subject to 
inspection or copying until 99 years after the adoptee's date of birth, except as provided otherwise by law.

For birth certificates registered prior to July 1, 2019, the state registrar shall notify the town clerk  with custody of 
the certificate, who shall substitute the new or amended birth certificate for the original birth certificate.

Pursuant to instructions from the state registrar, town clerks must remove the original birth certificate, shred or 
obliterate the birth index and any other entries containing the birth name of the adopted child, and forward  the 
original birth certificate and all removed records to the state registrar.
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Additional Details and Context
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Sample Report of Adoption and Instruction Letter to Town Clerks
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