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Thank you, Rep. Webb and other members of the Committee, for having us here today.Joel or Chris to make introductions
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Who we are.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Education Commission of the States is a national education policy organization that has been serving state policymakers in all 50 states and the District of Columbia for nearly 60 years.    



We believe in the power of learning from 
experience and we know informed 
policymakers create better education policy.

What we do.
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We are nonpartisan, unbiased and cover the full spectrum of education issues from early learning through postsecondary and the workforce.    



We research, report, 
convene and counsel.

How we do it.

ecs.org    |    @EdCommission

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We serve as a partner to all state education leaders including governors offices, legislators, state departments of education, higher education officials, as well as school and district leaders — by providing them with personalized support, nonpartisan information and opportunities for collaboration
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50-State Comparison K-12 Funding
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of the products that we produce are 50-state comparisons. Staff at ECS like myself review state legislative and administrative code, budgets, state education agency materials to provide interactive tables that summarize a key policy issue.  We completed a 50-SC on K-12 Funding in October of last year.https://www.ecs.org/50-state-comparison-k-12-and-special-education-funding/  The topics that we cover include primary funding formula model, base amount, student count, special education funding, English learner funding, funding for students from low-income backgrounds, gifted and talented funding, and small size or isolated district funding adjustments.  
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Flat Weight

Multiple Weights
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based on our research, the most common approach for states to fund services for English Learners is to apply an additional weight to the base per student amount in the funding formula. States that employ this method provide a single, flat weight or multiple student weights/amounts depending on student characteristics. Vermont is one of the 24 states and DC that currently use a flat weight. Your current weight, which may be revised by S.287, is an additional 0.20 or 20%. There is wide variation in states with a flat weight; from less than an additional 2.5% in Utah to an additional 100% (double the funding) in Maryland. The average across states is an additional 36% and median of 25% are both above the current level in Vermont of 20%. The proposal to increase the weight to an additional 2.49 or 249% would make it the largest EL weight in the country.Remember, the weight is just one component, you also must consider the size of the foundation to get a sense of the actual amount of funding going to EL students.Another 11 states colored orange showing states that use multiple weights. The weights vary even more between states with multiple weights —from 5% for one EL category in Texas to 200% for one EL category in New York (this category is combined with other student groups – economically disadvantaged and sparse).



Multiple Weights

Basis for Multiple Weights States
English Proficiency HI, IA, MI, ND, OH

Concentration 
(% of student pop.)

CA, MN, NY

Number of EL Students ME

Grade MA
Program TX
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
States that use multiple weights use different criteria to designate what weight students receive.The most common is some measure of English proficiency. States may have proficiency categories – WIDA (wee-da) English Language Proficiency Standards. Iowa uses the English Language Proficiency Assessment for the 21st Century (ELPA21) “Intensive student” (weight of 26%) – A student who even with support is not proficient under the state’s standards“Intermediate/progressing student” (weight of 21%) – A student who approaches being proficient North Dakota uses WIDA ACCESS as the annual North Dakota English Language Proficiency Assessment.They have three weights of 40% for least proficient, 28% for next least proficient, and a weight of 7% for the third least proficient.States also differentiate by the concentration of EL students in the district or school.California has a higher weight for EL students in excess of the 55% of the school district’s or charter school’s total enrollment. The weight for students in excess of this threshold is 55% compared to 20% for EL students who are not in excess of that threshold.States also differentiate by grade or program.Texas has a weight of 10% for English learners (or the term that state uses is emergent bilinguals). For students enrolled in their dual language immersion program the weight is 15%. These programs give equal time to learning Spanish and English, across all grades using the program



Resource-Based Allocation
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Resource Allocation Model
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Resource-Based Allocation

English Learner Positions States
Instructional Positions IL, TN, VA, WA, WY

Teaching Assistants NC, IL
Translation Services TN
Summer or Extended Day 
Instructors

IL 

Intervention Supports IL
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Categorical Grant
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Categorical Grant
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Hybrid 
Approaches: 

State 
Examples

Colorado funds the English 
Language Proficiency 
Program ($25.3m) and flat 
weight of .08 to formula.

Connecticut grants funds for 
bilingual education ($1.9m) 
and flat weight of 0.25 to 
formula.
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Weights and 
Grants Vary in 

Size
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UT
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MD

Flat Weight

Multiple Weights
0.05
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NY
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$1.9m

CT
$27.5m
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ECS Resources

• 50-State Comparison: K-12 and Special Education Funding

• Glossary of K-12 Education Funding

• 50-State Comparison: English Learner Policies

• Memo - Overview of Different Approaches for Funding Services for 

English Learners (provided to committee)
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https://www.ecs.org/50-state-comparison-k-12-and-special-education-funding/
https://www.ecs.org/glossary-of-k-12-education-funding/
https://www.ecs.org/50-state-comparison-english-learner-policies/


Questions?
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