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The Vermont Council on Rural Development is a nonprofit convener of rural policy.

The Council on Rural Development {2007-2009) was the largest-scale analysis of public values outside of politics
in the history of Vermont. It found that the working landscape was a core public priority, supported by 97% of
Vermonters. "The bottom line is that agriculture and forest-product development are the foundations of the
core essence of Vermont -the beauty of the land, the mix of farm fields and woodlands that surround us -that
are essential to our quality of life and recreation. The working forest in Vermont is no accident; it is the result of
innumerable economic decisions made by generations of rural families as they make a living from the land. Their
stewardship contributes much to us all and the importance of these families and businesses, providing an
economic foundation to our working landscape, needs to be accepted, appreciated, valued and suppaorted or face
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