H.626

Introduced by Representatives Sheldon of Middlebury and Troiano of Stannard
Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Agriculture; control of pesticides; pollinator protection; neonicotinoid
pesticides; treated article seed

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to prohibit the use of the
neonicotinoid pesticides until the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets adopts rules for the
sale, use, or application of neonicotinoid pesticides. If the Secretary fails to adopt the rules by
July 1, 2024, the prohibition on the sale, use, or application of neonicotinoid pesticides would
become permanent.

An act relating to the sale, use, or application of neonicotinoid pesticides

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
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* ** Ban on Neonicotinoid Pesticides;-Reversion-tpon Absent Rulemaking * * *

Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. 8 918(f) is amended to read:

4) (1) treated-article-seed No person shall sell, use, or apply neonicotinoid pesticides or

treated article seeds in the State except when authorized by the Secretary under
subdivision (2) of this subsection.

(2) the Secretary may authorize the use or application of a neonicotinoid pesticide or
treated article seeds upon a determination, based on a clearly articulated Integrated Pest
Manageement protocol, that a threat to Vermont crops exists that requires the use of that
pesticide and no other pesticide, or class of pesticides, or non-chemical pest management
strateqy would be effective in addressing the threat.




(c) If the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets fails to adopt the rules required under 6
V.S. A § 918a on or before Julv 1, 2024, Se%eﬂh%aeeérevemen%m%uanenef

eesﬂerde&undep&/é’%&ﬂeeenaetedﬂbv Sec. 2 of thls act shaII control the saIe use, or

application of neonicotinoid pesticides in the State.

* ** Rules for Application of Neonicotinoid Pesticides * * *



Sec. 5.6 V.S.A. 8§ 918a is added to read:

8§ 918a. RULES FOR SALE, USE, OR APPLICATION OF NEONICOTINOID PESTICIDES

In consultation with the Agriculture Innovation Board, Fthe Secretary shall adopt by rule
requirements for the sale, use, or application of neonicotinoid pesticides in the State. The rules
shall include:

(1) required integrated pest management practices to be implemented prior to use of
neonicotinoid pesticides or treated article seed coated with neonicotinoid pesticides;

(2) best management practices, restrictions, or prohibitions on the use or application of
neonicotinoid pesticides that are highly toxic to bees, birds, and wildlife, including provisions
addressing seasonal application, application in proximity to flowering trees or plants, and time of
day application;

(3) requirements for buffers of at least 50 feet from pollinator foraging sites, in which
neonicotinoid pesticides shall not be used or applied;

(4) restrictions on the application of neonicotinoid pesticides when environmental conditions,
such as wind, increase the potential for drift of the pesticide away from the land where it is used

or applied;

(5) a statewide prohibition on application of neonicotinoid pesticides to ornamental plants
accessible to pollinators when the pesticide is applied by soil drench, trunk injection, foliar, and
basal bark sprays;:

(6) requirements for reporting the use of neonicotinoid pesticides and treated article seed coated
with neonicotinoid pesticides, including reporting the location of use and the amount of pesticide
or treated article seed used; and

(7) requirements for equipment or planters used to apply neonicotinoid pesticides or treated
article seed coated with neonicotinoid pesticides.

* * * Practicable Alternatives * * *

Sec. 6. SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND MARKETS; PRACTICABLE
ALTERNATIVES

The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, in consultation with the Secretary of Natural
Resources and the Agriculture Innovation Board, shall identify practicable and feasible
alternatives to the use of neonicotinoid pesticides containing the active ingredients clothianidin,




imidacloprid, thiamethoxam, dinotefuran, or acetamiprid. They shall work with farmers, seed
companies, and other relevant parties to ensure that farmers have access to appropriate varieties
and amounts of untreated seed - or treated seed without neonicotinoids. On or before January
15, 2023, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall submit the identified practicable
and feasible alternatives to the House Committees on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife and
on Agriculture and Forestry and the Senate Committees on Natural Resources and Energy and on

Agriculture.

* * * Effective Date * * *
Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect enJduhy-1-2022 upon passage.




