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FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 2022

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Message from the House No. 37

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Alona
Tate, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Madam President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has passed House bills of the following titles:

H. 353. An act relating to pharmacy benefit management.

H. 464. An act relating to miscellaneous changes to the Reach Up
Program.

H. 492. An act relating to the structure of the Natural Resources Board.

H. 512. An act relating to modernizing land records and notarial acts law.

H. 624. An act relating to supporting creative sector businesses and
cultural organizations.

H. 635. An act relating to secondary enforcement of minor traffic offenses.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered joint resolution originating in the Senate of the
following title:

J.R.S. 47. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

And has adopted the same in concurrence.

Bill Referred to Committee on Finance

H. 159.

House bill of the following title, appearing on the Calendar for notice, and
affecting the revenue of the state, under the rule was referred to the Committee
on Finance:
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An act relating to community and economic development and workforce
revitalization.

Bills Referred

House bills of the following titles were severally read the first time and
referred:

H. 353.

An act relating to pharmacy benefit management.

To the Committee on Health and Welfare.

H. 464.

An act relating to miscellaneous changes to the Reach Up Program.

To the Committee on Health and Welfare.

H. 492.

An act relating to the structure of the Natural Resources Board.

To the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.

H. 512.

An act relating to modernizing land records and notarial acts law.

To the Committee on Government Operations.

H. 624.

An act relating to supporting creative sector businesses and cultural
organizations.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

H. 635.

An act relating to secondary enforcement of minor traffic offenses.

To the Committee on Judiciary.

Proposals of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 722.

Senator Collamore, for the Committee on Government Operations, to which
was referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to final reapportionment of the House of Representatives.
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Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 2, 17 V.S.A. § 1893b, in CHITTENDEN-24, following “then
southerly along the eastern side of Sandhill Road to the intersection of River
Road; then westerly along the” by striking out “northern” and inserting in lieu
thereof southern

Second: By striking out Sec. 3, effective date, in its entirety and inserting
in lieu thereof Secs. 3–4 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 1881 is amended to read:

§ 1881. NUMBER TO BE ELECTED

Senatorial districts and the number of Senators to be elected from each are
as follows:

(1) Addison Senatorial District, composed of the towns of Addison,
Bridport, Bristol, Buel’s Gore, Cornwall, Ferrisburgh, Goshen, Granville,
Hancock, Huntington, Leicester, Lincoln, Middlebury, Monkton, New Haven,
Orwell, Panton, Rochester, Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham, Starksboro,
Vergennes, Waltham, Weybridge, and Whiting........ two;

(2) Bennington Senatorial District, composed of the towns of Arlington,
Bennington, Dorset, Glastenbury, Landgrove, Londonderry, Manchester, Peru,
Pownal, Readsboro, Rupert, Sandgate, Searsburg, Shaftsbury, Somerset,
Stamford, Stratton, Sunderland, Wilmington, Winhall, and Woodford........
two;

(3) Caledonia Senatorial District, composed of the towns of Barnet,
Bradford, Burke, Danville, Fairlee, Groton, Hardwick, Kirby, Lyndon,
Newark, Newbury, Orange, Peacham, Ryegate, St. Johnsbury, Sheffield,
Stannard, Sutton, Topsham, Walden, Waterford, West Fairlee, and
Wheelock................ two one;

(4) Chittenden Chittenden-Central Senatorial District, composed of
towns of Bolton, Burlington, Charlotte, Essex, Hinesburg, Jericho, Milton,
Richmond, St. George, Shelburne, South Burlington, Underhill, Westford,
Williston, and Winooski the city of Winooski, that portion of the town of
Essex not included in Chittenden-North Senatorial District, that portion of the
town of Colchester not included in Grand Isle Senatorial District, and that
portion of the city of Burlington encompassed within a boundary beginning at
the point where the eastern boundary line of the city of Burlington intersects
with the South Burlington Recreation Path; then westerly along the northern
side of the boundary between the South Burlington Recreation Path and the
Burlington Country Club to where the South Burlington Recreation Path turns
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north; then continuing westerly along the northern side of the property
boundary of the Burlington Country Club to the property boundary line
between 544 South Prospect Street and 500 South Prospect Street; then
westerly along the northern side of the property line between 544 South
Prospect Street and 500 Prospect Street to where it intersects with South
Prospect Street; then northerly along the eastern side of the centerline of South
Prospect Street to the intersection of Cliff Street; then westerly along the
northern side of the centerline of Cliff Street to the intersection of U.S.
Route 7; then briefly northerly along the eastern side of the centerline of U.S.
Route 7 to the intersection of Spruce Street; then westerly along the northern
side of the centerline of Spruce Street to the intersection of South Union
Street; then northerly along the eastern side of the centerline of South Union
Street to the intersection of Adams Street; then westerly along the northern
side of the centerline of Adams Street to the intersection of South Winooski
Avenue; then northerly along the eastern side of the centerline of South
Winooski Avenue to the intersection of Maple Street; then westerly along the
northern side of the centerline of Maple Street to the end of Maple Street; then
continuing on a line due west across Lake Champlain to the boundary of the
city of South Burlington in Lake Champlain; then northerly along the city line
of South Burlington in Lake Champlain and continuing along the city line of
South Burlington as it follows the eastern shore of Lake Champlain to the
boundary of the town of Colchester; then northerly and then southeasterly
along the town line of Colchester to the boundary of the city of Winooski; then
southeasterly along the city line of Winooski to the boundary of the city of
South Burlington; then southwesterly along the city line of South Burlington
to the point of beginning......... six three;

(5) Chittenden-North Senatorial District, composed of towns of Fairfax,
Milton, Westford, and that portion of the town of Essex encompassed within a
boundary beginning at the point where the western boundary line of the town
of Essex intersects with VT Route 2A; then southerly along the eastern side of
the centerline of VT Route 2A to the intersection of Gentes Road; then briefly
easterly along the northern side of the centerline of Gentes Road to where it
intersects with the railroad tracks before Lamore Road; then southerly along
the eastern side of the railroad tracks to where they intersect with VT Route
289; then southeasterly along the northeastern side of the centerline of VT
Route 289 to the intersection of Upper Main Street; then northeasterly along
the northwestern side of the centerline of Upper Main Street to the intersection
of Center Road; then easterly along the northern side of the centerline of
Center Road to the intersection of Jericho Road; then southeasterly along the
northeastern side of the centerline of Jericho Road to the intersection of Allen
Martin Drive; then southwesterly along the southeastern side of the centerline
of Allen Martin Road to the intersection of Sandhill Road; then southerly
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along the eastern side of Sandhill Road to the intersection of River Road; then
westerly along the southern side of the centerline of River Road to where it
intersects with Alder Brook; then southerly along the eastern side of Alder
Brook to the boundary of the town of Williston; then easterly along the town
line of Williston to the boundary of the town of Jericho; then northeasterly
along the town line of Jericho to the boundary of the town of Westford; then
westerly along the town line of Westford to the boundary of the town of
Colchester; then southerly along the town line of Colchester to the point of
beginning………. one;

(6) Chittenden-Southeast Senatorial District, composed of towns of
Bolton, Charlotte, Hinesburg, Jericho, Richmond, Shelburne, South
Burlington, St. George, Underhill, Williston, and that portion of the city of
Burlington not included in Chittenden-Central Senatorial District……. three;

(7) Essex-Orleans Essex Senatorial District, composed of the towns of
Albany, Averill, Avery’s Gore, Barton, Bloomfield, Brighton, Brownington,
Brunswick, Canaan, Charleston, Concord, Coventry, Craftsbury, Derby, East
Haven, Ferdinand, Glover, Granby, Greensboro, Guildhall, Holland, Irasburg,
Jay, Kirby, Lemington, Lewis, Lowell, Lunenburg, Lyndon, Maidstone,
Montgomery, Morgan, Newport City, Newport Town, Norton, Richford, Troy,
Victory, Warner’s Grant, and Warren Gore, Westfield, Westmore, and
Wolcott................ two one;

(6)(8) Franklin Senatorial District, composed of the towns of Alburgh,
Bakersfield, Berkshire, Enosburgh, Fairfax, Fairfield, Fletcher, Franklin,
Georgia, Highgate, Richford, St. Albans City, St. Albans Town, Sheldon, and
Swanton................ two;

(7)(9) Grand Isle Senatorial District, composed of the towns of
Colchester, Grand Isle, Isle La Motte, North Hero, and South Hero, and that
portion of the town of Colchester encompassed within a boundary beginning at
the point where the southern boundary line of Colchester and the northern
boundary of the city of Winooski intersects with U.S. Route 7; then northerly
along the western side of the centerline of U.S. Route 7 to the intersection of
Hercules Drive; then easterly along the northern side of the centerline of
Hercules Drive; then continue southerly along the eastern side of the centerline
of Hercules Drive to the intersection of Vermont National Guard Road; then
southeasterly along the northeastern side of the centerline of Vermont National
Guard Road to the intersection of Hegeman Avenue; then northeasterly along
the northwestern side of the centerline of Hegeman Avenue to the intersection
of Barnes Avenue; then briefly northwesterly along the southwestern side of
the centerline of Barnes Avenue to the intersection of Troy Avenue; then
northeasterly along the northwestern side of the centerline of Troy Avenue to
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where it joins Hegeman Avenue; then briefly southeasterly along the
northeastern side of the centerline of Hegeman Avenue to the intersection of
Vermont Avenue; then briefly easterly along the northern side of the centerline
of Vermont Avenue to where it intersects with the boundary of the town of
Essex; then northeasterly along the town line of Essex to the boundary of the
town of Milton; then northwesterly along the town line of Milton to the
boundary of the town of South Hero; then southwesterly along the town line of
South Hero to the state border of New York; then southerly along the state
border of New York to the boundary of the city of South Burlington in Lake
Champlain; then easterly along the city line of South Burlington to the
boundary of the city of Burlington; then easterly along the city line of
Burlington to the boundary of the city of Winooski; then northeasterly along
the city line of Winooski; then continue along the city line of Winooski to the
point of beginning................ one;

(8)(10) Lamoille Senatorial District, composed of the towns of
Belvidere, Cambridge, Eden, Elmore, Fletcher, Hyde Park, Johnson,
Morristown, Stowe, and Waterville, and Wolcott................ one;

(9)(11) Orange Senatorial District, composed of the towns of Braintree,
Bradford, Brookfield, Chelsea, Corinth, Fairlee, Randolph, Strafford,
Thetford, Topsham, Tunbridge, Vershire, Washington, West Fairlee, and
Williamstown................ one;

(12) Orleans Senatorial District, composed of the towns of Albany,
Barton, Brownington, Burke, Charleston, Coventry, Craftsbury, Glover,
Greensboro, Irasburg, Jay, Lowell, Montgomery, Newport Town, Newark,
Sheffield, Sutton, Troy, Westfield, and Westmore................ one;

(10)(13) Rutland Senatorial District, composed of the towns of Benson,
Brandon, Castleton, Chittenden, Clarendon, Danby, Fair Haven, Hubbardton,
Ira, Killington, Mendon, Middletown Springs, Mt. Holly, Mt. Tabor, Pawlet,
Pittsfield, Pittsford, Poultney, Proctor, Rutland City, Rutland Town,
Shrewsbury, Sudbury, Tinmouth, Wallingford, Wells, West Haven, and West
Rutland................ three;

(11)(14) Washington Senatorial District, composed of the towns of
Barre City, Barre Town, Berlin, Braintree, Cabot, Calais, Duxbury, East
Montpelier, Fayston, Marshfield, Middlesex, Montpelier, Moretown,
Northfield, Orange, Plainfield, Roxbury, Stowe, Waitsfield, Warren,
Waterbury, Woodbury, and Worcester................ three;

(12)(15) Windham Senatorial District, composed of the towns of
Athens, Brattleboro, Brookline, Dover, Dummerston, Grafton, Guilford,
Halifax, Jamaica, Marlboro, Newfane, Putney, Rockingham, Somerset,
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Stratton, Townshend, Vernon, Wardsboro, Westminster, Whitingham, and
Windham................ two;

(13)(16) Windsor Senatorial District, composed of the towns of
Andover, Baltimore, Barnard, Bethel, Bridgewater, Cavendish, Chester,
Hartford, Hartland, Londonderry, Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Norwich, Pittsfield,
Plymouth, Pomfret, Reading, Rochester, Royalton, Sharon, Springfield,
Stockbridge, Thetford, Weathersfield, Weston, West Windsor, Windsor, and
Woodstock................ three.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage and shall apply to representative and
senatorial districts for the 2022 election cycle and thereafter.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to reapportioning the final representative districts of the
House of Representatives and the senatorial districts of the Senate.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposals of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposals of amendment were collectively agreed to, and third
reading of the bill was ordered on a roll call, Yeas 28, Nays 0.

Senator White having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and are
as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Balint, Baruth, Bray,
Brock, Campion, Chittenden, Clarkson, Collamore, Cummings, Hardy,
Hooker, Ingalls, Kitchel, Lyons, MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, Nitka,
Parent, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Ram Hinsdale, Sears, Sirotkin, Starr,
Westman, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: None.

Those Senators absent and not voting were: Benning, Terenzini.

Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered

S. 148.

Senator Bray, for the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy, to
which was referred Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to environmental justice in Vermont.
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Reported recommending that the bill be amended by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS

The General Assembly finds that:

(1) According to American Journal of Public Health studies published in
2014 and 2018 and affirmed by decades of research, Black, Indigenous, and
Persons of Color (BIPOC) and individuals with low income are
disproportionately exposed to environmental hazards and unsafe housing,
facing higher levels of air and water pollution, mold, lead, and pests.

(2) The cumulative impacts of environmental harms disproportionately
and adversely impact the health of BIPOC and communities with low income,
with climate change functioning as a threat multiplier. These disproportionate
adverse impacts are exacerbated by lack of access to affordable energy, healthy
food, green spaces, and other environmental benefits.

(3) Since 1994, Executive Order 12898 has required federal agencies to
make achieving environmental justice part of their mission by identifying and
addressing disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental
effects of its programs, policies, and activities on minority populations and
populations with low incomes in the United States.

(4) According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
30 percent of Vermont towns with high town household poverty have limited
access to grocery stores. In addition, a study conducted at the University of
Vermont showed that in Vermont, BIPOC individuals were twice as likely to
have trouble affording fresh food and to go hungry in a month than white
individuals.

(5) Inadequate transportation impedes job access, narrowing the scope
of jobs available to individuals with low income and potentially impacting job
performance.

(6) In 2020, the Center for American Progress found that 76 percent of
BIPOC individuals in Vermont live in “nature deprived” census tracts with a
higher proportion of natural areas lost to human activities than the Vermont
median. In contrast, 27 percent of white individuals live in these areas.

(7) The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention states that
systemic health and social inequities disproportionately increases the risk of
racial and ethnic minority groups becoming infected by and dying from
COVID-19.
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(8) According to the Vermont Department of Health, inequities in access
to and quality of health care, employment, and housing have contributed to
disproportionately high rates of COVID-19 among BIPOC Vermonters.

(9) An analysis by University of Vermont researchers found that mobile
homes are more likely than permanent structures to be located in a flood
hazard area. During Tropical Storm Irene, mobile parks and over 561 mobile
homes in Vermont were damaged or destroyed. Mobile homes make up 7.2
percent of all housing units in Vermont and were approximately 40 percent of
sites affected by Tropical Storm Irene.

(10) A University of Vermont study reports that BIPOC individuals
were seven times more likely to have gone without heat in the past year, over
two times more likely to have trouble affording electricity, and seven times
less likely to own a solar panel than white Vermonters.

(11) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recognized Vermont’s
deficiencies in addressing environmental justice concerns related to legacy
mining and mobile home park habitability, providing grants for these projects
in 1998 and 2005.

(12) Vermont State agencies receiving federal funds are subject to the
antidiscrimination requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

(13) In response to the documented inadequacy of state and federal
environmental and land use laws to protect vulnerable communities, increasing
numbers of states have adopted formal environmental justice laws and policies.

(14) At least 17 states have developed mapping tools to identify
environmentally overburdened communities and environmental health
disparities.

(15) The State of Vermont does not currently have a State-managed
mapping tool that clearly identifies environmentally overburdened
communities.

(16) The 1991 Principles of Environmental Justice adopted by The First
National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit demand the right
of all individuals to participate as equal partners at every level of decision
making, including needs assessment, planning, implementation, enforcement,
and evaluation.

(17) Article VII of the Vermont Constitution establishes the government
as a vehicle for the common benefit, protection, and security of Vermonters
and not for the particular emolument or advantage of any single set of persons
who are only a part of that community. This, coupled with Article I’s
guarantee of equal rights to enjoying life, liberty, and safety, and Article IV’s
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assurance of timely justice for all, encourages political officials to identify how
particular communities may be unequally burdened or receive unequal
protection under the law due to race, income, or geographic location.

(18) On January 27, 2021, President Biden signed Executive Order
14008, “Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad,” that created a
government-wide “Justice40 Initiative” that aims to deliver 40 percent of the
overall benefits of federal investments related to climate, natural disasters,
environment, clean energy, clean transportation, housing, water and
wastewater infrastructure, and legacy pollution reduction to “disadvantaged
communities” that have been historically marginalized and overburdened by
pollution and underinvestment.

(19) According to American Community Survey data from 2016–2019,
at least 51 percent of census block groups in Vermont (or 52 percent of
Vermont’s population) meet the Justice40 Initiative federal guidelines of a
disadvantaged community.

(20) Lack of a clear environmental justice policy has resulted in a
piecemeal approach to understanding and addressing environmental justice in
Vermont and creates a barrier to establishing clear definitions, metrics, and
strategies to ensure meaningful engagement and more equitable distribution of
environmental benefits and burdens.

(21) It is the State of Vermont’s responsibility to pursue environmental
justice for its residents and to ensure that its agencies do not contribute to
unfair distribution of environmental benefits to or environmental burdens on
low-income, limited-English proficient, and BIPOC communities.

Sec. 2. 3 V.S.A. chapter 72 is added to read:

CHAPTER 72. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

§ 6001. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Environmental benefits” means the assets and services that enhance
the capability of communities and individuals to function and flourish in
society, such as access to a healthy environment and clean natural resources,
including air, water, land, green spaces, constructed playgrounds, and other
outdoor recreational facilities and venues; affordable clean renewable energy
sources; public transportation; fulfilling and dignified green jobs; healthy
homes and buildings; health care; nutritious food; Indigenous food and cultural
resources; environmental enforcement, and training and funding disbursed or
administered by governmental agencies.
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(2) “Environmental burdens” means any significant impact to clean air,
water, and land, including any destruction, damage, or impairment of natural
resources resulting from intentional or reasonably foreseeable causes.
Examples of environmental burdens include climate change; air and water
pollution; improper sewage disposal; improper handling of solid wastes and
other noxious substances; excessive noise; activities that limit access to green
spaces, nutritious food, Indigenous food or cultural resources, or constructed
outdoor playgrounds and other recreational facilities and venues; inadequate
remediation of pollution; reduction of groundwater levels; increased flooding
or stormwater flows; home and building health hazards, including lead paint,
lead plumbing, asbestos, and mold; and damage to inland waterways and
waterbodies, wetlands, forests, green spaces, or constructed playgrounds or
other outdoor recreational facilities and venues from private, industrial,
commercial, and government operations or other activity that contaminates or
alters the quality of the environment and poses a risk to public health.

(3) “Environmental justice” means all individuals are afforded equitable
access to and distribution of environmental benefits; equitable distribution of
environmental burdens; fair and equitable treatment and meaningful
participation in decision-making processes; and the development,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and
policies. Environmental justice recognizes the particular needs of individuals
of every race, color, income, class, ability status, gender identity, sexual
orientation, national origin, ethnicity or ancestry, religious belief, or English
language proficiency level. Environmental justice redresses structural and
institutional racism, colonialism, and other systems of oppression that result in
the marginalization, degradation, disinvestment, and neglect of Black,
Indigenous, and Persons of Color. Environmental justice requires prioritizing
resources for community revitalization, ecological restoration, resilience
planning, and a just recovery to communities most impacted by environmental
burdens and natural disasters.

(4) “Environmental justice population” means any census block group
in which:

(A) the annual median household income is not more than 80 percent
of the State median household income;

(B) Persons of Color and Indigenous Peoples comprise at least six
percent or more of the population; or

(C) at least one percent or more of households have limited English
proficiency.
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(5) “Limited English proficiency” means that a household does not have
an adult who speaks English “very well” as defined by the U.S. Census
Bureau.

(6) “Meaningful participation” means that all individuals have the
opportunity to participate in energy, climate change, and environmental
decision making, including needs assessments, planning, implementation,
permitting, compliance and enforcement, and evaluation. Meaningful
participation also integrates diverse knowledge systems, histories, traditions,
languages, and cultures of Indigenous communities in decision-making
processes. It requires that communities are enabled and administratively
assisted to participate fully through education and training. Meaningful
participation requires the State to operate in a transparent manner with regard
to opportunities for community input and also encourages the development of
environmental, energy, and climate change stewardship.

§ 6002. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE STATE POLICY

(a) It is the policy of the State of Vermont that no segment of the
population of the State should, because of its racial, cultural, or economic
makeup, bear a disproportionate share of environmental burdens or be denied
an equitable share of environmental benefits. It is further the policy of the
State of Vermont to provide the opportunity for the meaningful participation of
all individuals, with particular attention to environmental justice populations,
in the development, implementation, or enforcement of any law, regulation, or
policy.

(b) The following State agencies, departments, and bodies shall consider
cumulative environmental burdens, as defined by rule pursuant to subsection
6003(a) of this title, and access to environmental benefits when making
decisions about the environment, energy, climate, and public health projects;
facilities and infrastructure; and associated funding: the Agencies of Natural
Resources, of Transportation, of Commerce and Community Development, of
Agriculture, Food and Markets, and of Education; the Public Utility
Commission; the Natural Resources Board; and the Departments of Health, of
Public Safety, and of Public Service.

(c) On or before July 1, 2025, every State agency shall create and adopt a
community engagement plan that describes how the agency will engage with
environmental justice populations as it evaluates new and existing activities
and programs. Community engagement plans shall align with the core
principles developed by the Interagency Environmental Justice Committee
pursuant to subdivision 6004(c)(3)(B) of this title and take into consideration
the recommendations of the Environmental Justice Advisory Council pursuant
to subdivision 6004(c)(2)(B) of this title. Each plan shall describe how the
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agency plans to facilitate equitable participation and support meaningful and
direct involvement of environmental justice populations in compliance with
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

(d) Every State agency shall submit annual summaries to the
Environmental Justice Advisory Council established pursuant to subdivision
6004(a)(1)(A) of this title, detailing all complaints alleging environmental
justice issues or Title VI violations and any agency action taken to resolve
such complaints. Agencies shall consider the recommendations of the
Advisory Council pursuant to subdivision 6004(c)(2)(E) of this title and
substantively respond in writing if an agency chooses not to implement any of
the recommendations, within 90 days after receipt of the recommendations.

(e) The Agency of Natural Resources, in consultation with the
Environmental Justice Advisory Council and the Interagency Environmental
Justice Committee, shall review the definition of “environmental justice
population” at least every five years and recommend revisions to the General
Assembly to ensure the definition achieves the Environmental Justice State
Policy.

(f) On or before July 1, 2023, the Agency of Natural Resources, in
consultation with the Interagency Environmental Justice Committee and the
Environmental Justice Advisory Council, shall issue guidance on how the
agencies, departments, and bodies listed in subsection (b) of this section shall
determine which investments provide environmental benefits to environmental
justice populations. A draft version of the guidance shall be released for a 60-
day public comment period before being finalized.

(g)(1) On or before January 15, 2024, all agencies, departments, and bodies
listed in subsection (b) of this section shall, in accordance with the Agency of
Natural Resources’s guidance document developed pursuant to subsection (f)
of this section, review the past three years and generate baseline spending
reports that include:

(A) where investments were made, if any, and which geographic
areas, at the municipal level and census block group, where practicable,
received environmental benefits from those investments; and

(B) the percentage of overall environmental benefits from those
investments provided to environmental justice populations.

(2) The agencies, departments, and bodies shall publicly post the
baseline spending reports on their respective websites.

(h) On or before July 1, 2024, the agencies, departments, and bodies listed
in subsection (b) of this section shall direct investments to environmental
justice populations with a goal that at least 55 percent of the overall benefits
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from those investments go to environmental justice populations.

(i)(1) On or before July 1, 2025, and annually thereafter, all agencies,
departments, and bodies listed in subsection (b) of this section shall issue
annual spending reports that include:

(A) where investments were made and which geographic areas, at the
municipal level and census block group, where practicable, received
environmental benefits from those investments; and

(B) the percentage of overall environmental benefits from those
investments provided to environmental justice populations.

(2) The agencies, departments, and bodies shall publicly post the annual
spending reports on their respective websites.

(j) On or before December 15, 2025, the Agency of Natural Resources
shall submit a report to the General Assembly describing whether the baseline
spending reports completed pursuant to subsection (g) of this section indicate
if any municipalities or portions of municipalities are routinely underserved
with respect to environmental benefits, taking into consideration whether those
areas receive, averaged across three years, a significantly lower percentage of
environmental benefits from State investments as compared to other
municipalities or portions of municipalities in the State. This report shall
include a recommendation as to whether a statutory definition of “underserved
community” and any other revisions to this chapter are necessary to best carry
out the Environmental Justice State Policy.

§ 6003. RULEMAKING

(a) On or before July 1, 2024, the Agency of Natural Resources, in
consultation with the Environmental Justice Advisory Council and the
Interagency Environmental Justice Committee, shall adopt rules to:

(1) define cumulative environmental burdens;

(2) implement consideration of cumulative environmental burdens
within the Agency of Natural Resources; and

(3) inform how the public and the State agencies, departments, and
bodies specified in subsection 6002(b) of this title implement the consideration
of cumulative environmental burdens and use the environmental justice
mapping tool.

(b) On or before July 1, 2025 and as appropriate thereafter, the Agencies of
Natural Resources, of Transportation, of Commerce and Community
Development, of Agriculture, Food and Markets, and of Education; the Public
Utility Commission; the Natural Resources Board; and the Departments of
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Health, of Public Safety, and of Public Service, in consultation with the
Environmental Justice Advisory Council, shall adopt or amend policies and
procedures, plans, guidance, and rules, where applicable, to implement this
chapter.

(c)(1) Prior to drafting new rules required by this chapter, agencies shall
consult with the Environmental Justice Advisory Council to discuss the scope
and proposed content of rules to be developed. Agencies shall also submit
draft rulemaking concepts to the Advisory Council for review and comment.
Any proposed rule and draft Administrative Procedure Act filing forms shall
be provided to the Advisory Council not less than 45 days prior to submitting
the proposed rule or rules to the Interagency Committee on Administrative
Rules (ICAR).

(2) The Advisory Council shall vote and record individual members’
support or objection to any proposed rule before it is submitted to ICAR. The
Advisory Council shall submit the results of their vote to both ICAR and the
Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules (LCAR).

§ 6004. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ADVISORY COUNCIL AND
INTERAGENCY ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

(a) Advisory Council and Interagency Committee.

(1) There is created:

(A) the Environmental Justice Advisory Council (Advisory Council)
to provide independent advice and recommendations to State agencies and the
General Assembly on matters relating to environmental justice, including the
integration of environmental justice principles into State programs, policies,
regulations, legislation, and activities; and

(B) the Interagency Environmental Justice Committee (Interagency
Committee) to guide and coordinate State agency implementation of the
Environmental Justice State Policy and provide recommendations to the
General Assembly for amending the definitions and protections set forth in this
chapter.

(2) Appointments to the groups created in this subsection shall be made
on or before December 15, 2022.

(3) Both the Advisory Council and the Interagency Committee shall
consider and incorporate the Guiding Principles for a Just Transition
developed by the Just Transitions Subcommittee of the Vermont Climate
Council in their work.
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(b) Meetings. The Advisory Council and Interagency Committee shall
each meet at least nine times per year, with at least four meetings occurring
jointly.

(c) Duties.

(1) The Advisory Council and the Interagency Committee shall jointly:

(A) consider and recommend to the General Assembly, on or before
December 1, 2023, amendments to the terminology, thresholds, and criteria of
the definition of environmental justice populations, including whether to
include populations more likely to be at higher risk for poor health outcomes
in response to environmental burdens; and

(B) examine existing data and studies on environmental justice and
consult with State, federal, and local agencies and affected communities
regarding the impact of current statutes, regulations, and policies on the
achievement of environmental justice.

(2) The Advisory Council shall:

(A) advise State agencies on environmental justice issues and on how
to incorporate environmental justice into agency procedures and decision
making as required under subsection 6002(b) of this title and evaluate the
potential for environmental burdens or disproportionate impacts on
environmental justice populations as a result of State actions and the potential
for environmental benefits to environmental justice populations;

(B) advise State agencies in the development of community
engagement plans;

(C) advise State agencies on the use of the environmental justice
mapping tool established pursuant to section 6005 of this title and on the
enhancement of meaningful participation, reduction of environmental burdens,
and equitable distribution of environmental benefits;

(D) review and provide feedback to the relevant State agency,
pursuant to subsection 6003(c) of this title, on any proposed rules for
implementing this chapter;

(E) receive and review annual State agency summaries of complaints
alleging environmental justice issues, including Title VI complaints, and
suggest options or alternatives to State agencies for the resolution of systemic
issues raised in or by the complaints; and

(F) have the ability to accept funds from the federal government, a
political subdivision of the State, an individual, a foundation, or a corporation
and may use the funds for purposes that are consistent with this chapter,
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including reimbursing members for their time.

(3) The Interagency Committee shall:

(A) consult with the Agency of Natural Resources in the
development of the guidance document required by in subsection 6002(f) of
this title on how to determine which investments provide environmental
benefits to environmental justice populations; and

(B) on or before July 1, 2023, develop, in consultation with the
Agency of Natural Resources and the Environmental Justice Advisory
Council, a set of core principles to guide and coordinate the development of
the State agency community engagement plans required under subsection
6002(c) of this title.

(d) Membership.

(1) Advisory Council. Each member of the Advisory Council shall be
well informed regarding environmental justice principles and committed to
achieving environmental justice in Vermont and working collaboratively with
other members of the Council. To the greatest extent practicable, Advisory
Council members shall represent diversity in race, ethnicity, age, gender, urban
and rural areas, and different regions of the State. The Advisory Council shall
consist of the following 17 members, with more than 50 percent residing in
environmental justice populations:

(A) the Director of Racial Equity or designee;

(B) one representative of municipal government, appointed by the
Committee on Committees;

(C) two representatives who reside in a census block group that is
designated as an environmental justice population, one appointed by the
Committee on Committees and one appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(D) two representatives of social justice organizations, one appointed
by the Committee on Committees and one appointed by the Speaker of the
House;

(E) two representatives of organizations working on food security
issues, one appointed by the Committee on Committees and one appointed by
the Speaker of the House;

(F) two representatives of mobile home park issues, one appointed by
the Committee on Committees and one appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(G) two representatives of a State-recognized Native American
Indian tribe, recommended and appointed by the Vermont Commission on
Native American Affairs;
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(H) two representatives of immigrant communities in Vermont, one
appointed by the Committee on Committees and one appointed by the Speaker
of the House;

(I) one representative of a statewide environmental organization,
appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(J) the Executive Director of the Vermont Housing and Conservation
Board or designee; and

(K) the Chair of the Natural Resources Conservation Council or
designee.

(2) Interagency Committee. The Interagency Committee shall consist of
the following 12 members:

(A) the Secretary of Administration or designee;

(B) the Secretary of Natural Resources or designee;

(C) the Secretary of Transportation or designee;

(D) the Commissioner of Housing and Community Development or
designee;

(E) the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets or designee;

(F) the Secretary of Education or designee;

(G) the Commissioner of Health or designee;

(H) the Director of Emergency Management or designee;

(I) the Commissioner of Public Service or designee;

(J) the Chair of Public Utility Commission or designee;

(K) the Chair of the Natural Resources Board or designee; and

(L) the Director of Racial Equity or designee.

(3) The Advisory Council and the Interagency Committee may each
elect two co-chairs and may hold public hearings.

(4) After initial appointments, all appointed members of the Advisory
Council shall serve six-year terms and serve until a successor is appointed.
The initial terms shall be staggered so that a third of the appointed members
shall serve a two-year term, another third of the appointed members shall serve
a four-year term, and the remaining members shall be appointed to a six-year
term.

(5) Vacancies of the Advisory Council shall be appointed in the same
manner as original appointments.
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(6) The Advisory Council shall have the administrative, technical, and
legal assistance of the Agency of Natural Resources.

(7) Members of the Advisory Council who are neither State nor
municipal employees shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010. Members
may accept funds from the federal government, a political subdivision of the
State, or a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and may expend funds for
purposes that are consistent with this chapter. Any Council member who
receives funds pursuant to this subdivision shall report to the Secretary of
Natural Resources and disclose the source of the funds, the amount received,
and the general purpose for which they were used. The Secretary shall post
this disclosure information on its website or on the Advisory Council’s own
website if such a website exists.

§ 6005. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MAPPING TOOL

(a) In consultation with the Environmental Justice Advisory Council and
the Interagency Environmental Justice Committee, the Agency of Natural
Resources shall determine indices and criteria to be included in a State
mapping tool to depict environmental justice populations and measure
environmental burdens at the smallest geographic level practicable. The
Agency of Natural Resources shall maintain the mapping tool.

(b) The Agency of Natural Resources may cooperate and contract with
other states or private organizations when developing the mapping tool. The
mapping tool may incorporate federal environmental justice mapping tools,
such as EJSCREEN, as well as existing State mapping tools such as the
Vermont Social Vulnerability Index.

(c) On or before January 1, 2024, the mapping tool shall be available for
use by the public as well as by the State government.

Sec. 3. ANNUAL REPORT

Beginning on January 15, 2024, the agencies, departments, and bodies
listed in 3 V.S.A. § 6002(b) shall issue and publicly post an annual report
summarizing all actions taken to incorporate environmental justice into the
Agency’s or Department’s policies or determinations, rulemaking, permit
proceedings, or project review.

Sec. 4. APPROPRIATION; POSITIONS

(a) There is appropriated the sum of $3,000,000.00 in fiscal year 2023
from the General Fund. This sum shall be used to carry out the requirements
of this act by hiring the staff described in subsection (b) of this section, for the
cost of developing the mapping tool required in 3 V.S.A. § 6005 and the per
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diem payments described in 3 V.S.A. § 6004.

(b) The following positions are created for the purpose performing the
environmental justice work required by this act:

(1) 10 permanent exempt positions at the Agency of Natural Resources,
including two permanent exempt analysists to support the development of the
mapping tool;

(2) six permanent exempt positions at the Natural Resources Board;

(3) 1.5 permanent exempt positions at the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development; and

(4) 2.5 permanent exempt positions at the Department of Public Service.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Senator Westman, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill
was referred, reported that the bill be amended as recommended by the
Committee on Natural Resources and Energy with the following amendment
thereto:

By striking out Sec. 4, appropriation; positions, in its entirety and inserting
in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 4. APPROPRIATIONS

(a) There is appropriated the sum of $500,000.00 in fiscal year 2023 from
the General Fund to the Agency of Natural Resources for the cost of
developing the mapping tool required in 3 V.S.A. § 6005.

(b) There is appropriated the sum of $200,000.00 in fiscal year 2023 from
the General Fund to the Agency of Natural Resources to fund two positions to
assist in the development of the environmental justice policy and support the
Environmental Justice Advisory Council. This shall fund an existing position
in the Agency and a second position which the Agency is authorized to
repurpose from an existing vacant position.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of the Committee on Natural Resources and
Energy was amended as recommended by the Committee on Appropriations.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the bill be amended as
recommended by the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy, as
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amended?, Senator Parent moved that the bill be committed to the Committee
on Government Operations, which was disagreed to.

Thereupon, the question, Shall the bill be amended as recommended by the
Committee on Natural Resources and Energy, as amended? was agreed to and
third reading of the bill was ordered.

Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered

S. 181.

Senator Clarkson, for the Committee on Finance, to which was referred
Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to authorizing miscellaneous regulatory authority for
municipal governments.

Reported recommending that the bill be amended by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Ordinance Authority Subject to Permissive Referendum * * *

Sec. 1. 24 V.S.A. § 2291 is amended to read:

§ 2291. ENUMERATION OF POWERS

For the purpose of promoting the public health, safety, welfare, and
convenience, a town, city, or incorporated village shall have the following
powers:

(1) To set off portions of public highways of the municipality for
sidewalks and bicycle paths and to regulate their installation and use.

* * *

(4) To regulate the operation and use of vehicles of every kind including
the power: to erect traffic signs and signals;, to regulate the speed of vehicles
subject to 23 V.S.A. chapter 13, subchapter 12; to implement traffic-calming
devices, to regulate or exclude the parking of all vehicles;, and to provide for
waiver of the right of appearance and arraignment in court by persons charged
with parking violations by payment of specified fines within a stated period of
time.

* * *

(6) To regulate the location, installation, maintenance, repair, and
removal of utility poles, wires and conduits, water pipes or mains, storm
drains, or gas mains and sewers, upon, under, or above public highways or
public property of the municipality.

* * *
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(13) To compel the cleaning or repair of any premises that in the
judgment of the legislative body is dangerous to the health or safety of the
public and to establish standards for the maintenance of all premises within the
municipality to protect the health and safety of the public or to prevent injury
to other properties in the vicinity.

* * *

(24) Upon the determination by a municipal building inspector, health
officer, or fire marshal that a building within the boundaries of the town, city,
or incorporated village is uninhabitable or blighted, to recover all expenses
incident to the maintenance of the uninhabitable or blighted building with the
expenses to constitute a lien on the property in the same manner and to the
same extent as taxes assessed on the grand list, and all procedures and
remedies for the collection of taxes shall apply to the collection of those
expenses; provided, however, that the town, city, or incorporated village has
adopted rules to determine the habitability of a building, including provisions
for notice in accordance with 32 V.S.A. § 5252(3) to the building’s owner
prior to incurring expenses and including provisions for an administrative
appeals process.

* * *

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 1420 is amended to read:

§ 1420. VESSELS; ABANDONMENT PROHIBITED; REMOVAL AND
DISPOSITION OF ABANDONED VESSELS

* * *

(c) Abandonment of vessels prohibited.

(1) Civil violation. A person shall not abandon a vessel on public
waters or immediately adjacent land. A person who violates this subdivision
shall be subject to civil enforcement under chapters 201 and 211 of this title
and, in any such enforcement action, the Secretary or municipality may obtain
an order to recover costs specified in subdivision (d)(1) of this section incurred
by the Agency of Natural Resources or the municipality.

* * *

(d)(1)(A) Removal of abandoned vessel. Upon request from a law
enforcement officer or at his or her the Secretary’s own initiative, the
Secretary shall promptly cause the removal and safe storage of a vessel that is
abandoned as described in subdivision (a)(1) of this section, unless the vessel
is to be removed by a federal agency. If removal is requested by a law
enforcement officer, the Secretary shall make reasonable efforts to determine if
the vessel qualifies as abandoned. In addition, the Secretary shall have the
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authority to take actions as may be necessary to eliminate risks to public health
or safety caused by the condition of the vessel.

(B) A municipality shall have the authority granted to the Secretary
in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (d)(1) and may remove a damaged and
leaking vessel from public waters, provided that:

(i) the municipality reports the presence of the abandoned vessel
to the Secretary; and

(ii) the municipality reports the presence of the abandoned vessel
to the owner of the vessel, if possible.

(C) A municipality shall have the authority to issue civil penalties
and impound a vessel when exercising the authority granted pursuant to
subdivision (B) of this subdivision (d)(1).

* * *

* * * Municipal Authority Subject to Voter Approval * * *

Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 2645a is added to read:

§ 2645a. CHARTERED MUNICIPALITIES; VOTE TO SUSPEND
CHARTER AUTHORITY AND RELY ON GENERAL
MUNICIPAL LAW

(a) A municipality may propose to suspend for 3 years specific authority
granted in the municipality’s charter and instead use later-enacted general
municipal authority granted to all Vermont municipalities by the General
Assembly, provided that the proposal is approved by the voters at any annual
or special meeting warned for that purpose.

(b) The proposal may be made by the legislative body of the municipality
or by petition of five percent of the voters of the municipality. The proposal
shall specifically identify and contain the later-enacted general law that the
municipality proposes to use in lieu of the charter provision.

(c) If the proposal is approved by a majority of voters at an annual or
special meeting warned for that purpose, then the municipal clerk shall certify
the results of the vote to the House and Senate Committees on Government
Operations.

(d) Annually on or before November 15, the Office of Legislative Counsel
shall prepare a list of the charter provisions that are subject to a repeal review
pursuant to this section.
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Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 2646a is added to read:

§ 2646a. TOWN OFFICERS; TOWN VOTE TO ALLOW ELECTION OF
NONRESIDENTS

(a)(1) Notwithstanding section 2646 of this subchapter, a municipality may
propose to allow nonresidents to be elected or appointed town officers, except
for members of the legislative body of the municipality. For all of the
municipality’s boards, commissions, and other public bodies, the majority of
the members of the municipal bodies shall be residents of the municipality.

(2) The proposal must be approved by the voters at any annual or
special meeting warned for that purpose.

(b) The proposal may be made by the legislative body of the municipality
or by petition of five percent of the voters of the municipality. The proposal
shall identify the town office that may be filled by a nonresident.

Sec. 5. 17 V.S.A. § 2651a is amended to read:

§ 2651a. CONSTABLES; APPOINTMENT; REMOVAL; ELIMINATION
OF OFFICE

* * *

(d)(1) A town may vote at an annual meeting to eliminate the office of
constable.

(2) If a town votes to eliminate the office of constable, the selectboard
shall appoint a town officer to discharge the constable’s duties, if any, subject
to 24 V.S.A. § 1936a. The town officer shall proceed in the discharge of the
constable’s duties in the same manner and be subject to the same liabilities as
are established by law for constables.

(3) A vote to eliminate the office of constable shall remain in effect
until rescinded by majority vote of the registered voters present and voting at
an annual meeting warned for that purpose.

(4) The term of office of any constable in office on the date a town
votes to eliminate that office shall expire on the 45th day after the vote or on
the date upon which the selectboard appoints a law enforcement officer under
this subsection, whichever occurs first.

Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2668 is added to read:

§ 2668. RECALL OF LOCAL OFFICIALS

(a) Any elected municipal officer may be removed from office subject to
the procedure for voter-initiated petition contained in this section.
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(b) A petition for a vote on the question of recalling an elected municipal
officer shall be signed by not less than 25 percent of the active registered
voters of the municipality and presented to the legislative body or the clerk of
the municipality.

(c) When a petition is submitted in accordance with subsection (b) of this
section, the legislative body shall call a special meeting within 60 days from
the date of receipt of the petition or include an article in the warning for the
next annual meeting of the municipality if the annual meeting falls within the
60-day period, to determine whether the voters will remove the elected
municipal officer.

(d) When the petition is approved by the voters at the special or annual
meeting, the elected municipal officer named in the petition shall cease to hold
the office.

(e) A vacancy resulting from the recall of an elected municipal officer shall
be filled pursuant to 24 V.S.A. chapter 33, subchapter 6.

(f) A recall petition shall not be brought against an individual elected
municipal officer more than once within any 12-month period.

Sec. 7. 24 V.S.A. § 138 is amended to read:

§ 138. LOCAL OPTION TAXES

(a) Local option taxes are authorized under this section for the purpose of
affording municipalities an alternative method of raising municipal revenues to
facilitate the transition and reduce the dislocations in those municipalities that
may be caused by reforms to the method of financing public education under
the Equal Educational Opportunity Act of 1997. Accordingly:

(1) the local option taxes authorized under this section may be imposed
by a municipality;

(2) a municipality opting to impose a local option tax may do so prior to
July 1, 1998 to be effective beginning January 1, 1999, and anytime after
December 1, 1998 a local option tax shall be effective beginning on the next
tax quarter following 90 days’ notice to the Department of Taxes of the
imposition; and

(3) a local option tax may only be adopted by a municipality in which:

(A) the education property tax rate in 1997 was less than $1.10 per
$100.00 of equalized education property value; or

(B) the equalized grand list value of personal property, business
machinery, inventory, and equipment is at least ten percent of the equalized
education grand list as reported in the 1998 Annual Report of the Division of
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Property Valuation and Review; or

(C) the combined education tax rate of the municipality will increase
by 20 percent or more in fiscal year 1999 or in fiscal year 2000 over the rate of
the combined education property tax in the previous fiscal year. [Repealed.]

(b) If the legislative body of a municipality by a majority vote
recommends, the voters of a municipality may, at an annual or special meeting
warned for that purpose, by a majority vote of those present and voting, assess
any or all of the following:

(1) a one percent sales tax;

(2) a one percent meals and alcoholic beverages tax;

(3) a one percent rooms tax.

* * *

Sec. 8. 24 V.S.A. § 4460 is amended to read:

§ 4460. APPROPRIATE MUNICIPAL PANELS

* * *

(c) In the case of an urban municipality or of a rural town where the
planning commission does not serve as the board of adjustment or the
development review board, members of the board of adjustment or the
development review board shall be appointed by the legislative body, the
number and terms of office of which shall be determined by the legislative
body subject to the provisions of subsection (a)(b) of this section. The
municipal legislative body may appoint alternates to a planning commission, a
board of adjustment, or a development review board for a term to be
determined by the legislative body. Alternates may be assigned by the
legislative body to serve on the planning commission, the board of adjustment,
or the development review board in situations when one or more members of
the board are disqualified or are otherwise unable to serve. Vacancies shall be
filled by the legislative body for the unexpired terms and upon the expiration
of such terms. Each member of a board of adjustment or a development
review board may be removed for cause by the legislative body upon written
charges and after public hearing. If a development review board is created,
provisions of this subsection regarding removal of members of the board of
adjustment shall not apply.

* * *

(f) Notwithstanding subsections (b) and (c) of this section, a municipality
may vote at an annual or special meeting to change the number of members
that may be appointed to a board of adjustment or development review board.
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(1) The proposal to change the number of members serving on a board
may be brought by the legislative body or by petition of five percent of the
voters of the municipality.

(2) If the number of members on a board is reduced, the legislative body
shall determine which of the appointed members shall remain in office.

* * * Authority of Legislative Body without Voter Approval * * *

Sec. 9. 18 V.S.A. § 5361 is amended to read:

§ 5361. APPROPRIATIONS AND REGULATIONS BY TOWNS

A town may vote sums of money necessary for purchasing, holding,
improving, and keeping in repair suitable grounds and other conveniences for
burying the dead. The selectboard may make necessary regulations concerning
public burial grounds and for fencing and keeping the same in proper order.

Sec. 10. 23 V.S.A. § 1007 is amended to read:

§ 1007. LOCAL SPEED LIMITS

(a)(1) The legislative body of a municipality may establish, on the basis of
an engineering and traffic investigation, a speed limit on all or a part of any
city, town, or village highway within its jurisdiction, which:

(A) is not more than 50 miles per hour; however, after considering
neighborhood character, abutting land use, bicycle and pedestrian use, and
physical characteristics of the highways, the legislative body of a municipality
may vote to set the maximum speed limit, without an engineering and traffic
investigation, at not more than 50 miles per hour nor less than 35 miles per
hour, on all or a portion of unpaved town highways within its boundaries,
unless otherwise posted in accordance with the provisions of this section; or

(B) is not less than 25 15 miles per hour.

* * *

Sec. 11. 24 V.S.A. § 961 is amended to read:

§ 961. VACANCY OR SUSPENSION OF OFFICER’S DUTIES

* * *

(e) When a member of a municipal legislative body fails to attend within a
one-year period the minimum number of meetings established by the
legislative body in an annual attendance policy, the legislative body may deem
the member’s office vacant. The legislative body shall afford the member the
opportunity to demonstrate that the absences were due to a reasonable basis
established in the attendance policy. An annual attendance policy may only be
established by unanimous resolution of the legislative body and shall be
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renewed by the legislative body annually.

Sec. 12. 18 V.S.A. § 5361 is amended to read:

§ 5361. APPROPRIATIONS AND REGULATIONS BY TOWNS

A town may vote sums of money necessary for purchasing, holding,
improving, and keeping in repair suitable grounds and other conveniences for
burying the dead. The selectboard may make necessary regulations concerning
public burial grounds and for fencing and keeping the same in proper order.

Sec. 13. 24 V.S.A. § 4414 is amended to read:

§ 4414. ZONING; PERMISSIBLE TYPES OF REGULATIONS

(a) Any of the following types of regulations may be adopted by a
municipality in its bylaws in conformance with the plan and for the purposes
established in section 4302 of this title.

* * *

(b) A municipality may adopt a bylaw that:

(1) prohibits the initiation of construction under a zoning permit unless
and until all required municipal permits have been issued; or

(2) establishes an application process for a zoning or subdivision permit,
under which an applicant may submit a permit application for municipal
review, and the municipality may condition the issuance of a final permit upon
the issuance of all other required municipal permits.

* * * Emergency Provisions for the Operation of Government * * *

Sec. 14. 1 V.S.A. § 312a is added to read:

§ 312a. MEETINGS OF PUBLIC BODIES; STATE OF EMERGENCY

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Affected public body” means a public body:

(A) whose regular meeting location is located in an area affected by a
hazard; and

(B) that cannot meet in a designated physical meeting location due to
a declared state of emergency pursuant to 20 V.S.A. chapter 1.

(2) “Hazard” means an “all-hazards” as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 2(1).

(b) Notwithstanding subdivisions 312(a)(2)(D) and (c)(2) of this title,
during a declared state of emergency under 20 V.S.A. chapter 1:
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(1) A quorum or more of an affected public body may attend a regular,
special, or emergency meeting by electronic or other means without
designating a physical meeting location where the public may attend.

(2) The members and staff of an affected public body shall not be
required to be physically present at a designated meeting location.

(3) An affected public body of a municipality may post any meeting
agenda or notice of a special meeting in two publicly accessible designated
electronic locations in lieu of the two designated public places in the
municipality, or in a combination of a designated electronic location and a
designated public place.

(c) When an affected public body meets electronically under subsection (b)
of this section, the affected public body shall:

(1) use technology that permits the attendance and participation of the
public through electronic or other means;

(2) whenever feasible, allow the public to access the meeting by
telephone; and

(3) post information that enables the public to directly access and
participate in meetings electronically and shall include this information in the
published agenda for each meeting.

(d) Unless unusual circumstances make it impossible for them to do so, the
legislative body of each municipality and each school board shall record any
meetings held pursuant to this section.

(e) An affected public body of a municipality shall continue to post notices
and agendas in or near the municipal clerk’s office pursuant to
subdivision 312(c)(2) of this title and shall provide a copy of each notice or
agenda to the newspapers of general circulation for the municipality.

Sec. 15. 32 V.S.A. § 4404 is amended to read:

§ 4404. APPEALS FROM LISTERS AS TO GRAND LIST

* * *

(c)(1) The board shall meet at the time and place so designated, and on that
day and from day to day thereafter shall hear and determine such appeals until
all questions and objections are heard and decided. Each property, the
appraisal of which is being appealed, shall be inspected by a committee of not
less than three members of the board who shall report to the board within 30
days from the hearing on the appeal and before the final decision pertaining to
the property is given. If, after notice, the appellant refuses to allow an
inspection of the property as required under this subsection, including the
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interior and exterior of any structure on the property, the appeal shall be
deemed withdrawn. The board shall, within 15 days from the time of the
report, certify in writing its notice of decision, with reasons, in the premises,
and shall file such the notice with the town clerk who shall thereupon record
the same in the book wherein the appeal was recorded and forthwith notify the
appellant in writing of the action of such board, by certified mail. If the board
does not substantially comply with the requirements of this subsection and if
the appeal is not withdrawn by filing written notice of withdrawal with the
board or deemed withdrawn as provided in this subsection, the grand list of the
appellant for the year for which appeal is being made shall remain at the
amount set before the appealed change was made by the listers; except, if there
has been a complete reappraisal, the grand list of the appellant for the year for
which appeal is being made shall be set at a value that will produce a tax
liability equal to the tax liability for the preceding year. The town clerk shall
immediately record the same in the book wherein the appeal was recorded and
forthwith notify the appellant in writing of such the action, by certified mail.
Thereupon the appraisal so determined pursuant to this subsection shall
become a part of the grand list of such the person.

(2) During a declared state of emergency under 20 V.S.A. chapter 1, a
board of civil authority within a municipality affected by an all-hazards event
shall not be required to physically inspect any property that is the subject of an
appeal. If the appellant requests in writing that the property be inspected for
purposes of the appeal, a member or members of the board shall conduct the
inspection through electronic means. If the appellant does not facilitate the
inspection through electronic means, then the appeal shall be deemed
withdrawn.

(3) As used in this subsection, “electronic means” means the transmittal
of video or photographic evidence by the appellant at the direction of the
board members conducting the inspection.

(d) Listers and agents to prosecute and defend suits wherein a town is
interested shall not be eligible to serve as members of the board while
convened to hear and determine such appeals nor shall an appellant, his or her
the appellant’s servant, agent, or attorney be eligible to serve as a member of
the board while convened to hear and determine any appeals. However, listers
and agents to prosecute and defend suits wherein a town is interested shall be
given the opportunity to defend the appraisals in question.

Sec. 16. 32 V.S.A. § 4467 is amended to read:

§ 4467. DETERMINATION OF APPEAL

(a) Upon appeal to the Director or the court, the hearing officer or court
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shall proceed de novo and determine the correct valuation of the property as
promptly as practicable and to determine a homestead and a housesite value if
a homestead has been declared with respect to the property for the year in
which the appeal is taken. The hearing officer or court shall take into account
the requirements of law as to valuation, and the provisions of Chapter I,
Article 9 of the Constitution of Vermont and the 14th Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States.

(b) If the hearing officer or court finds that the listed value of the property
subject to appeal does not correspond to the listed value of comparable
properties within the town, the hearing officer or court shall set said the
property in the list at a corresponding value. The findings and determinations
of the hearing officer shall be made in writing and shall be available to the
appellant.

(c)(1) If the appeal is taken to the Director, the hearing officer may inspect
the property prior to making a determination, unless one of the parties requests
an inspection, in which case the hearing officer shall inspect the property prior
to making a determination. Within 10 days of the appeal being filed with the
Director, the Director shall notify the property owner in writing of his or her
the Director’s option to request an inspection under this section.

(2) During a declared state of emergency under 20 V.S.A. chapter 1, a
hearing officer shall not be required to physically inspect any property that is
the subject of an appeal. If the appellant requests in writing that the property
be inspected for purposes of the appeal, the hearing officer shall conduct the
inspection through electronic means. If the appellant does not facilitate the
inspection through electronic means, then the appeal shall be deemed
withdrawn.

(3) As used in this subsection, “electronic means” means the transmittal
of video or photographic evidence by the appellant at the direction of the
hearing officer conducting the inspection.

Sec. 17. 24 V.S.A. § 5152 is added to read:

§ 5152. DISCONNECTIONS PROHIBITED; STATE OF EMERGENCY

(a) Notwithstanding this chapter or any provision of law to the contrary, a
municipality; a person who is permitted as a public water system pursuant to
10 V.S.A. chapter 56 and who provides another person water as a part of the
operation of that public water system; or a company engaged in the collecting,
sale, and distribution of water for domestic, industrial, business, or fire
protection purposes that is regulated by the Public Utility Commission under
30 V.S.A. § 203(3) shall be prohibited from disconnecting any person from
services during a declared state of emergency under 20 V.S.A. chapter 1,
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provided that:

(1) the state of emergency is declared in response to an all-hazards event
that will cause financial hardship and the inability of ratepayers to pay for
water or sewer services; and

(2) the all-hazards event does not require the water or sewer service
provider to disconnect services to protect the health and safety of the public.

(b)(1) A violation of subsection (a) of this section by a municipality or a
person who is permitted as a public water system pursuant to 10 V.S.A.
chapter 56 may be enforced by the Agency of Natural Resources pursuant to
10 V.S.A. chapter 201.

(2) A violation of subsection (a) of this section by a company engaged
in the collecting, sale, and distribution of water for domestic, industrial,
business, or fire protection purposes that is regulated by the Public Utility
Commission under 30 V.S.A. § 203(3) may be enforced by the Public Utility
Commission pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 30.

(c) A ratepayer shall remain obligated for any amounts due to a water or
sewer service provider subject to this section. The ratepayer shall have a
minimum of 90 days after the end of the declared state of emergency to pay
the amounts due.

Sec. 18. 20 V.S.A. § 47 is added to read:

§ 47. MUNICIPAL DEADLINES, PLANS, AND LICENSES; EXTENSION

(a) During a state of emergency declared under this chapter, a municipal
corporation may:

(1) extend any statutory deadline applicable to municipal corporations,
provided that the deadline does not relate to a license, permit, program, or plan
issued or administered by the State or federal government; and

(2) extend or waive deadlines applicable to licenses, permits, programs,
or plans that are issued by the municipal corporation.

(b) During a state of emergency declared under this chapter, any expiring
license, permit, program, or plan issued by a municipal corporation that is due
for renewal or review shall remain valid for 90 days after the date that the
declared state of emergency ends.

* * * Repeal * * *

Sec. 19. REPEAL

19 V.S.A. § 312 (use of town highway funds) is repealed.
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* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 20. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2022.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Senator Cummings, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported that the bill be amended as recommended by the Committee
on Government Operations with the following amendment thereto:

In Sec. 7, 24 V.S.A. § 138, by striking out subsection (a) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (a) to read as follows:

(a) Local option taxes are authorized under this section for the purpose of
affording municipalities an alternative method of raising municipal revenues to
facilitate the transition and reduce the dislocations in those municipalities that
may be caused by reforms to the method of financing public education under
the Equal Educational Opportunity Act of 1997. Accordingly:

(1) the local option taxes authorized under this section may be imposed
by a municipality;

(2) a municipality opting to impose a local option tax may do so prior to
July 1, 1998 to be effective beginning January 1, 1999, and anytime after
December 1, 1998 a A local option tax adopted pursuant to this section shall
be effective beginning on the next tax quarter following 90 days’ notice to the
Department of Taxes of the imposition of the tax; and

(3) a local option tax may only be adopted by a municipality in which:

(A) the education property tax rate in 1997 was less than $1.10 per
$100.00 of equalized education property value; or

(B) the equalized grand list value of personal property, business
machinery, inventory, and equipment is at least ten percent of the equalized
education grand list as reported in the 1998 Annual Report of the Division of
Property Valuation and Review; or

(C) the combined education tax rate of the municipality will increase
by 20 percent or more in fiscal year 1999 or in fiscal year 2000 over the rate of
the combined education property tax in the previous fiscal year.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of the Committee on Government
Operations was amended as recommended by the Committee on Finance.
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Thereupon, the pending question, Shall the bill be amended as
recommended by the Committee on Government Operations, as amended? was
agreed to and third reading of the bill was ordered.

Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered

S. 195.

Senator Hooker, for the Committee on Health and Welfare, to which was
referred Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to the certification of mental health peer support specialists.

Reported recommending that the bill be amended by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Certification of Mental Health Peer Support Specialists * * *

Sec. 1. FINDINGS

The General Assembly finds:

(1) The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) recognizes
that the experiences of peer support specialists, as part of an evidence-based
model of care, can be an important component in a state’s delivery of effective
mental health treatment. CMS encourages states to offer comprehensive
programs.

(2) Research studies have demonstrated that peer supports improve an
individual’s functioning, increase an individual’s satisfaction, alleviate
symptoms, reduce hospitalizations and hospital days, increase an individual’s
satisfaction with treatment, and enhance an individual’s self-advocacy.

(3) Certification can encourage an increase in the number, diversity, and
availability of peer support specialists.

(4) The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, more than 46 states, and
the District of Columbia have created statewide mental health peer
certification programs.

(5) Mental health peers in Vermont are currently providing
individualized support, coaching facilitation, and education to individuals with
mental health needs, in a variety of settings, yet no statewide scope of practice,
standardized curriculum, training standards, supervision standards, or
certification protocols are available.

Sec. 2. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT; MENTAL HEALTH PEER
SUPPORT SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

(a) On or before September 1, 2022, the Department of Mental Health shall
enter into an agreement with a peer-run or peer-led entity to develop a
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statewide certification program for peer support specialists in accordance with
guidance issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for the
purpose of enabling a certified mental health peer support specialist to receive
Medicaid reimbursement for the individual’s services. The selected peer-run
or peer-led entity shall:

(1) Define the range of responsibilities, practice guidelines, and
supervision standards for peer support specialists using leading practice
materials and the opinions of peer experts in the field.

(2) Determine the curriculum and core competencies required for
certification as a peer support specialist, including curriculum that may be
offered in areas of specialization, such as veterans affairs, gender identity,
sexual orientation, and any other area of specialization recognized by the
certifying body. The core competencies curriculum shall include, at a
minimum, training related to the following elements:

(A) peer support values and orientation, including authentic and
mutual relationships;

(B) lived experience;

(C) the concepts of resilience, recovery, and wellness;

(D) self-determination;

(E) trauma-informed practice;

(F) human rights-based approach and advocacy;

(G) cultural competence;

(H) group facilitation skills, including communication, dialogue, and
active listening;

(I) self-awareness and self-care;

(J) conflict resolution;

(K) professional boundaries and ethics;

(L) collaborative documentation skills and standards; and

(M) confidentiality.

(3) Establish a code of ethics for peer support specialists.

(4) Determine the process and continuing education requirements for
biennial certification renewal.

(5) Determine the process for investigating complaints and taking
corrective action, which may include suspension and revocation of
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certification.

(6) Determine a process for an individual employed as a peer support
specialist on and after December 31, 2021 to obtain a certification pursuant to
18 V.S.A. chapter 199, which shall include, at a minimum, a passing
certification examination specifically created for this purpose.

(b) In developing a statewide certification program for peer support
specialists pursuant to this section, the selected peer-run or peer-led entity
shall:

(1) regularly seek advice and work collaboratively with the Office of
Professional Regulation and the Departments of Mental Health and of Vermont
Health Access; and

(2) seek feedback and recommendations from mental health peer-run
and family organizations, hospitals, and mental health treatment providers and
organizations by convening not fewer than four stakeholder meetings.

(c) As used in this section:

(1) “Certification,” “core competencies,” “peer-led,” “peer-run,” “peer
support,” and “peer support specialist” have the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A.
chapter 199.

(2) “Collaborative documentation” means a model in which peer
support specialists and recipients of peer support services collaborate in
periodically creating intake and assessment summaries, service plans, progress
notes, or tallies of services rendered, or any combination of these tasks.
Collaborative documentation may be completed at weekly or monthly intervals
rather than at every encounter.

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. chapter 199 is added to read:

CHAPTER 199. PEER SUPPORT SPECIALISTS

§ 8501. PURPOSE

It is the intent of the General Assembly that the peer support specialist
certification program established in this chapter achieve the following:

(1) support the ongoing provision of services by certified peer support
specialists for individuals experiencing a mental health challenge or for
caregivers parenting children, youth, or emerging adults who are experiencing
a mental health challenge;

(2) support coaching, skill building, and fostering social connections
among individuals experiencing a mental health challenge or caregivers
parenting children, youth, or emerging adults who are experiencing a mental
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health challenge;

(3) provide one part in a continuum of services, in conjunction with
other community mental health and recovery services;

(4) collaborate with others providing care or support to an individual
experiencing a mental health challenge;

(5) assist individuals experiencing a mental health challenge in
developing coping mechanisms and problem-solving skills;

(6) promote skill building for individuals with regard to socialization,
recovery, self-sufficiency, self-advocacy, development of natural supports, and
maintenance of skills learned in other support services; and

(7) encourage employment of peer support specialists.

§ 8502. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Certification” means the activities of the certifying body related to
the verification that an individual has met all the requirements under this
chapter and that the individual may provide mental health support pursuant to
this chapter, including the subspecialty of family-to-family peer support.

(2) “Certified” means all federal and State requirements have been
satisfied by an individual who is seeking designation pursuant to this chapter,
including completion of curriculum and training requirements, testing, and
agreement to uphold and abide by the code of ethics.

(3) “Code of ethics” means the standards to which a peer support
specialist is required to adhere.

(4) “Core competencies” means the foundational and essential
knowledge, skills, and abilities required for peer support specialists.

(5) “Department” means the Department of Mental Health.

(6) “Peer-led” means an entity, program, or service whose executive
director, chief operating officer, or the individual responsible for the day-to-
day service identifies publicly as a person with lived experience of mental
health challenges and the entity, program, or service operates as an alternative
to traditional mental health services and treatment.

(7) “Peer-run” means an entity, program, or service that is controlled
and operated by individuals with lived experience of the mental health system
or a mental health condition.

(8) “Peer support” means an approach to relationships that recognizes
each individual as the expert of their own experience, fosters connection
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through shared or similar experiences, centers mutuality and mutual support,
preserves autonomy, and creates opportunity for meaningful connections and
exploring possibilities.

(9) “Peer support specialist” means an individual who is at least
18 years of age and who self-identifies as having lived experience with the
process of recovery from a mental health challenge or an individual with lived
experience of parenting a child, youth, or emerging adult who is experiencing
a mental health challenge.

(10) “Recovery” means a process of change through which individuals
improve their health and wellness, live a self-directed life, and strive to reach
their full potential. This process of change honors the different routes to
recovery based on the individual.

§ 8503. PEER SUPPORT SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION

(a) Eligibility determination and training. The Department shall maintain
an agreement with a peer-run or peer-led entity to:

(1) determine the eligibility of each prospective peer support specialist
seeking certification under this chapter; and

(2) train eligible applicants consistent with the curriculum and core
competencies developed by an entity selected by the Department.

(b) Certification. The Department shall maintain an agreement with a
peer-run or peer-led entity to serve as the certifying entity for peer support
specialists. This peer-run or peer-led entity shall:

(1) determine whether an applicant has met the requirements for
certification established by an entity selected by the Department through the
administration of an examination;

(2) adhere to the processes for certification, recertification, certification
revocation, and appeals as established by an entity selected by the Department;
and

(3) maintain a public-facing website that includes, at a minimum, a
roster of certified peer support specialists and the procedure for filing a
complaint against a certified peer support specialist.

(c) Exemption. Individuals providing peer support services as employees
or volunteers of a peer-run or peer-led organization shall not be required to
obtain peer support specialist certification.

§ 8504. APPLICANTS FOR CERTIFICATION

(a) An applicant for certification pursuant to this chapter shall:
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(1) be at least 18 years of age;

(2) be self-identified as having first-hand experience with the process of
recovery from mental illness or be the family member of such an individual;

(3) be willing to share personal experiences;

(4) agree, in writing, to the code of ethics developed pursuant to section
8502 of this title;

(5) successfully complete the curriculum and training requirements for
peer support specialists; and

(6) pass a certification examination approved by the certifying body for
peer support specialists.

(b) To maintain certification pursuant to this act, a peer support specialist
shall:

(1) adhere to the code of ethics developed pursuant to section 8502 of
this title and sign a biennial affirmation to that effect; and

(2) complete any required continuing education, training, and
recertification requirements developed by the certifying body.

§ 8505. CERTIFICATION FEE SCHEDULE

Any fees required for the administration of the peer support specialist
certification program set forth in this chapter shall be requested pursuant to the
process set forth in 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 6.

Sec. 4. MEDICAID; STATE PLAN AMENDMENT

(a) The Agency of Human Services shall seek approval from the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services to amend Vermont’s Medicaid state plan
to do the following:

(1) include a certified peer support specialist pursuant to 18 V.S.A.
chapter 199 as a provider type;

(2) include peer support specialist services as a Medicaid covered
service;

(3) allow beneficiaries to self-refer for peer support specialist services;

(4) allow for collaborative documentation of peer support specialist
services; and

(5) allow reimbursement for peer support specialist services for a range
of Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System codes.

(b) As used in this section:
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(1) “Collaborative documentation” means a model in which peer
support specialists and recipients of peer support services collaborate in
periodically creating intake and assessment summaries, service plans, progress
notes, or tallies of services rendered, or any combination of these tasks.
Collaborative documentation may be completed at weekly or monthly intervals
rather than at every encounter.

(2) “Peer support specialist services” means services provided by a peer
support specialist as defined in 18 V.S.A. chapter 199 that promote
engagement, socialization, recovery, self-sufficiency, self-advocacy,
development of natural supports, identification of strengths, and maintenance
of skills learned in other support services.

Sec. 5. 33 V.S.A. § 1901k is added to read:

§ 1901k. MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT FOR PEER SUPPORT
SPECIALIST SERVICES

(a) As used in this section, “peer support specialist services” means
services provided by a peer support specialist as defined in 18 V.S.A.
chapter 199 that promote engagement, socialization, recovery, self-sufficiency,
self-advocacy, development of natural supports, identification of strengths, and
maintenance of skills learned in other support services.

(b) The Department of Vermont Health Access shall reimburse peer
support specialists in accordance with Vermont’s Medicaid state plan.

Sec. 6. APPROPRIATION

In fiscal year 2023, $525,000.00 is appropriated to the Agency of Human
Services from the General Fund for the development and operation of the peer
support specialist certification program pursuant to 18 V.S.A. chapter 199.
The Agency shall seek to maximize federal financial participation in funding
these administrative costs.

* * * Peer-Operated Respite Centers * * *

Sec. 7. FINDINGS

The General Assembly finds:

(1) Peer-operated respite centers can serve as alternative care settings
for patients with psychiatric diagnoses who do not require inpatient admission.

(2) Peer-operated respite centers can serve as a step-down alternative for
individuals leaving the hospital who no longer need hospital care but are not
yet ready to return home. Currently, many patients seeking mental health
treatment are unable to leave the hospital because there are not suitable step-
down facilities available.
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(3) In control group research studies, guests of peer-operated respite
centers were 70 percent less likely to use inpatient or emergency services.
Respite days were associated with significantly fewer inpatient or emergency
service hours. Respite guests showed statistically significant improvements in
healing, empowerment, and satisfaction. Average psychiatric hospital costs
were $1,075.00 for respite users compared to $3,187.00 for nonusers. Respite
guests also experienced greater improvements in self-esteem, self-rated mental
health symptoms, and social activity functioning compared to individuals in
inpatient facilities.

(4) Vermont currently has one two-bed peer-operated respite center,
named Alyssum. Located in Rochester, Alyssum operated at 93 percent
capacity in fiscal year 2018, had five-day wait times for a bed, and drew guests
from every Vermont county save Essex, Lamoille, and Grand Isle. In contrast,
crisis respites run by designated agencies operated at 75 percent capacity in
fiscal year 2018, below the Department of Mental Health’s targeted 80 percent
occupancy rate.

(5) Peer-operated respite centers are also more cost-effective than
alternatives. A peer-operated respite center bed in 2018 cost $634.00 per
night, whereas a designated crisis bed cost $693.00 per night, a designated
hospital bed cost $1,425.00 per night, and a bed at the Vermont Psychiatric
Care Hospital cost $2,537.00 per night.

(6) Use of peer-operated respite centers results in lowered rates of
Medicaid-funded hospitalizations and health expenditures for participants.

(7) There are currently two peer-run community centers in Vermont:
Another Way, located in Montpelier, and Pathways Community Center, located
in Burlington. In fiscal year 2018, Another Way had 8,481 visitors (616
unique visitors) and Pathways Community Center had 3,616 visitors.

Sec. 8. 18 V.S.A. chapter 200 is added to read:

CHAPTER 200. PEER-OPERATED RESPITE CENTERS

§ 8551. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

It is the intent of the General Assembly that peer-operated respite centers
established pursuant to this chapter achieve:

(1) a reduction in wait times at emergency departments for patients
seeking mental health care;

(2) an increase in community-based, recovery-oriented, and
geographically diverse mental health resources;
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(3) an increase in employment opportunities for individuals who have
experienced one or more mental health conditions; and

(4) better outcomes for Vermonters experiencing mental health
conditions.

§ 8552. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Department” means the Department of Mental Health.

(2) “Peer” has the same meaning as in section 7101 of this title.

(3) “Peer-operated respite center” means a voluntary, short-term,
overnight program that is staffed and operated by a peer-led or peer-run entity
and that provides community-based, trauma-informed, and person-centered
crisis support and prevention 24 hours a day in a homelike environment to
individuals with mental conditions who are experiencing acute distress,
anxiety, or emotional pain that if left unaddressed may lead to the need for
inpatient hospital services.

(4) “Peer-led” has the same meaning as in section 8502 of this title.

(5) “Peer-run” has the same meaning as in section 8502 of this title.

§ 8553. PEER-OPERATED RESPITE CENTERS

(a) Annually, the Department shall distribute funds to a total of six
geographically distinct peer-run or peer-led organizations to ensure that a peer-
operated respite center, operating singly or in collaboration with a peer-run or
peer-led community center, is established and maintained.

(b) The Department shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 that
address:

(1) the application process for peer-run or peer-led organizations
seeking to maintain and operate a peer-operated respite center, operating singly
or in collaboration with a peer-run or peer-led community center;

(2) the Department’s criteria for selecting successful applicants;

(3) operational standards for peer-operated respite centers; and

(4) annual reporting requirements for successful applicants.

(c) Annually on or before January 1, the Department shall submit a report
to the House Committee on Health Care and to the Senate Committee on
Health and Welfare summarizing the annual activities of the peer-operated
respite centers, including any challenges that may be addressed through
legislative action.
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Sec. 9. APPROPRIATION

In fiscal year 2023, up to $2,000,000.00 is appropriated from the General
Fund to the Department of Mental Health for the purpose of distributing
$500,000.00 to establish and operate each of the four new peer-operated
respite centers, whether operating singly or in collaboration with a peer-run or
peer-led community center, established pursuant to 18 V.S.A. chapter 200.

* * * Additional Peer-Operated Respite Centers Effective July 1, 2025 * * *

Sec. 10. 18 V.S.A. § 8553(a) is amended to read:

(a) Annually, the Department shall distribute funds to a total of six nine
geographically distinct peer-run or peer-led organizations to ensure that a peer-
operated respite center, operating singly or in collaboration with a peer-run or
peer-led community center, is established and maintained.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2022, except that:

(1) Sec. 5 (Medicaid reimbursement for peer support specialist services)
shall take effect upon approval of the Medicaid state plan amendment in Sec. 4
by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services; and

(2) Sec. 10 (peer-operated respite centers) shall take effect on
July 1, 2025.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to the certification of mental health peer support specialists
and the expansion of peer-operated respite centers.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Senator Pearson, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported that the bill ought to pass when so amended.

Senator Westman, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill
was referred, reported that the bill be amended as recommended by the
Committee on Health and Welfare with the following amendment thereto:

By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS

The General Assembly finds:
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(1) The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) recognizes
that the experiences of peer support specialists, as part of an evidence-based
model of care, can be an important component in a state’s delivery of effective
mental health treatment. CMS encourages states to offer comprehensive
programs.

(2) Research studies have demonstrated that peer supports improve an
individual’s functioning, increase an individual’s satisfaction, alleviate
symptoms, reduce hospitalizations and hospital days, increase an individual’s
satisfaction with treatment, and enhance an individual’s self-advocacy.

(3) Certification can encourage an increase in the number, diversity, and
availability of peer support specialists.

(4) The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, more than 46 states, and
the District of Columbia have created statewide mental health peer
certification programs.

(5) Mental health peers in Vermont are currently providing
individualized support, coaching facilitation, and education to individuals with
mental health needs, in a variety of settings, yet no statewide scope of practice,
standardized curriculum, training standards, supervision standards, or
certification protocols are available.

Sec. 2. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT; MENTAL HEALTH PEER
SUPPORT SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

(a) On or before September 1, 2022, the Department of Mental Health shall
enter into an agreement with a peer-run or peer-led entity to develop a
statewide certification program for peer support specialists in accordance with
guidance issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for the
purpose of enabling a certified mental health peer support specialist to receive
Medicaid reimbursement for the individual’s services. The selected peer-run
or peer-led entity shall:

(1) Define the range of responsibilities, practice guidelines, and
supervision standards for peer support specialists using leading practice
materials and the opinions of peer experts in the field.

(2) Determine the curriculum and core competencies required for
certification as a peer support specialist, including curriculum that may be
offered in areas of specialization, such as veterans affairs, gender identity,
sexual orientation, and any other area of specialization recognized by the
certifying body. The core competencies curriculum shall include, at a
minimum, training related to the following elements:
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(A) peer support values and orientation, including authentic and
mutual relationships;

(B) lived experience;

(C) the concepts of resilience, recovery, and wellness;

(D) self-determination;

(E) trauma-informed practice;

(F) human rights-based approach and advocacy;

(G) cultural competence;

(H) group facilitation skills, including communication, dialogue, and
active listening;

(I) self-awareness and self-care;

(J) conflict resolution;

(K) professional boundaries and ethics;

(L) collaborative documentation skills and standards; and

(M) confidentiality.

(3) Establish a code of ethics for peer support specialists.

(4) Determine the process and continuing education requirements for
biennial certification renewal.

(5) Determine the process for investigating complaints and taking
corrective action, which may include suspension and revocation of
certification.

(6) Determine a process for an individual employed as a peer support
specialist on and after December 31, 2021 to obtain a certification pursuant to
18 V.S.A. chapter 199, which shall include, at a minimum, a passing
certification examination specifically created for this purpose.

(b) In developing a statewide certification program for peer support
specialists pursuant to this section, the selected peer-run or peer-led entity
shall:

(1) regularly seek advice and work collaboratively with the Office of
Professional Regulation and the Departments of Mental Health and of Vermont
Health Access; and

(2) seek feedback and recommendations from mental health peer-run
and family organizations, hospitals, and mental health treatment providers and
organizations by convening not fewer than four stakeholder meetings.
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(c) As used in this section:

(1) “Certification,” “core competencies,” “peer-led,” “peer-run,” “peer
support,” and “peer support specialist” have the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A.
chapter 199.

(2) “Collaborative documentation” means a model in which peer
support specialists and recipients of peer support services collaborate in
periodically creating intake and assessment summaries, service plans, progress
notes, or tallies of services rendered, or any combination of these tasks.
Collaborative documentation may be completed at weekly or monthly intervals
rather than at every encounter.

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. chapter 199 is added to read:

CHAPTER 199. PEER SUPPORT SPECIALISTS

§ 8501. PURPOSE

It is the intent of the General Assembly that the peer support specialist
certification program established in this chapter achieve the following:

(1) support the ongoing provision of services by certified peer support
specialists for individuals experiencing a mental health challenge or for
caregivers parenting children, youth, or emerging adults who are experiencing
a mental health challenge;

(2) support coaching, skill building, and fostering social connections
among individuals experiencing a mental health challenge or caregivers
parenting children, youth, or emerging adults who are experiencing a mental
health challenge;

(3) provide one part in a continuum of services, in conjunction with
other community mental health and recovery services;

(4) collaborate with others providing care or support to an individual
experiencing a mental health challenge;

(5) assist individuals experiencing a mental health challenge in
developing coping mechanisms and problem-solving skills;

(6) promote skill building for individuals with regard to socialization,
recovery, self-sufficiency, self-advocacy, development of natural supports, and
maintenance of skills learned in other support services; and

(7) encourage employment of peer support specialists.

§ 8502. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:
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(1) “Certification” means the activities of the certifying body related to
the verification that an individual has met all the requirements under this
chapter and that the individual may provide mental health support pursuant to
this chapter, including the subspecialty of family-to-family peer support.

(2) “Certified” means all federal and State requirements have been
satisfied by an individual who is seeking designation pursuant to this chapter,
including completion of curriculum and training requirements, testing, and
agreement to uphold and abide by the code of ethics.

(3) “Code of ethics” means the standards to which a peer support
specialist is required to adhere.

(4) “Core competencies” means the foundational and essential
knowledge, skills, and abilities required for peer support specialists.

(5) “Department” means the Department of Mental Health.

(6) “Peer-led” means an entity, program, or service whose executive
director, chief operating officer, or the individual responsible for the day-to-
day service identifies publicly as a person with lived experience of mental
health challenges and the entity, program, or service operates as an alternative
to traditional mental health services and treatment.

(7) “Peer-run” means an entity, program, or service that is controlled
and operated by individuals with lived experience of the mental health system
or a mental health condition.

(8) “Peer support” means an approach to relationships that recognizes
each individual as the expert of their own experience, fosters connection
through shared or similar experiences, centers on mutuality and mutual
support, preserves autonomy, and creates the opportunity for meaningful
connections and exploring possibilities.

(9) “Peer support specialist” means an individual who is at least
18 years of age and who self-identifies as having lived experience with the
process of recovery from a mental health challenge or an individual with lived
experience of parenting a child, youth, or emerging adult who is experiencing
a mental health challenge.

(10) “Recovery” means a process of change through which individuals
improve their health and wellness, live a self-directed life, and strive to reach
their full potential. This process of change honors the different routes to
recovery based on the individual.

§ 8503. PEER SUPPORT SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION

(a) Eligibility determination and training. The Department shall maintain
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an agreement with a peer-run or peer-led entity to:

(1) determine the eligibility of each prospective peer support specialist
seeking certification under this chapter; and

(2) train eligible applicants consistent with the curriculum and core
competencies developed by an entity selected by the Department.

(b) Certification. The Department shall maintain an agreement with a
peer-run or peer-led entity to serve as the certifying entity for peer support
specialists. This peer-run or peer-led entity shall:

(1) determine whether an applicant has met the requirements for
certification established by an entity selected by the Department through the
administration of an examination;

(2) adhere to the processes for certification, recertification, certification
revocation, and appeals as established by an entity selected by the Department;
and

(3) maintain a public-facing website that includes, at a minimum, a
roster of certified peer support specialists and the procedure for filing a
complaint against a certified peer support specialist.

(c) Exemption. Individuals providing peer support services as employees
or volunteers of a peer-run or peer-led organization shall not be required to
obtain peer support specialist certification.

§ 8504. APPLICANTS FOR CERTIFICATION

(a) An applicant for certification pursuant to this chapter shall:

(1) be at least 18 years of age;

(2) be self-identified as having first-hand experience with the process of
recovery from mental illness or be the family member of such an individual;

(3) be willing to share personal experiences;

(4) agree, in writing, to the code of ethics developed pursuant to section
8502 of this title;

(5) successfully complete the curriculum and training requirements for
peer support specialists; and

(6) pass a certification examination approved by the certifying body for
peer support specialists.

(b) To maintain certification pursuant to this act, a peer support specialist
shall:
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(1) adhere to the code of ethics developed pursuant to section 8502 of
this title and sign a biennial affirmation to that effect; and

(2) complete any required continuing education, training, and
recertification requirements developed by the certifying body.

§ 8505. CERTIFICATION FEE SCHEDULE

Any fees required for the administration of the peer support specialist
certification program set forth in this chapter shall be requested pursuant to the
process set forth in 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 6.

Sec. 4. PEER-OPERATED RESPITE AND COMMUNITY CENTERS;
MODEL

(a) The General Assembly finds that:

(1) peer-operated respite models and community centers, such as
Alyssum, located in Rochester; Another Way, located in Montpelier; and
Pathways Community Center, located in Burlington, can serve as alternative
care settings for patients with psychiatric diagnoses who do not require
inpatient admission; and

(2) peer-operated respite models and community centers provide
residential or community-based services that can result in lowered rates of
Medicaid-funded hospitalizations and health expenditures for participants.

(b) To the extent that the Agency of Human Services finds the following, it
shall include a funding request for peer-operated respite models and
community centers in subsequent budget proposals:

(1) that additional peer-operated respite centers and community centers
should be developed with State Medicaid matching funds to provide necessary
program capacity; and

(2) that viable proposals with demonstrable community support are
advanced and the Agency finds that these proposals will reduce other State
program costs.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2022.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of the Committee on Health and Welfare
was amended as recommended by the Committee on Appropriations.

Thereupon, the pending question, Shall the bill be amended as
recommended by the Committee on Health and Welfare, as amended? was
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agreed to and third reading of the bill was ordered.

Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered

S. 239.

Senator Hooker, for the Committee on Health and Welfare, to which was
referred Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to enrollment in Medicare supplemental insurance policies.

Reported recommending that the bill be amended by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 8 V.S.A. § 4080e is amended to read:

§ 4080e. MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTAL HEALTH INSURANCE
POLICIES; COMMUNITY RATING; DISABILITY

* * *

(d)(1) A health insurance company, hospital or medical service
corporation, or health maintenance organization offering a Medicare
supplemental insurance policy shall guarantee acceptance of an individual’s
application for coverage during the six-month period following the
individual’s 65th birthday and during an annual open enrollment period that
shall coincide with the federal open enrollment period for Medicare Advantage
plans. A health insurance company, hospital or medical service corporation, or
health maintenance organization offering a Medicare supplemental insurance
policy shall not make any premium rate distinctions or charge any additional
fees or penalty amounts based on an applicant’s failure to enroll in a Medicare
supplemental insurance policy during the applicant’s initial open enrollment
period upon attaining 65 years of age.

(2) A health insurance company, hospital or medical service
corporation, or health maintenance organization offering a Medicare
supplemental insurance policy shall allow an enrollee to change at any time
from one Medicare supplemental insurance policy to another policy offering
comparable or lesser benefits.

(e) The Department of Financial Regulation shall collaborate with health
insurers, advocates for older Vermonters and for other Medicare-eligible
adults, and the Office of the Health Care Advocate to educate the public about
the benefits and limitations of Medicare supplemental insurance policies and
Medicare Advantage plans, including information to help the public
understand issues relating to coverage, costs, and provider networks.
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Sec. 2. MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTAL COVERAGE; MEDICARE
ADVANTAGE PLANS; DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL
REGULATION; REPORT

(a) The Department of Financial Regulation shall convene a group of
interested stakeholders, including representatives of the Community of
Vermont Elders, the area agencies on aging, and the Office of the Health Care
Advocate, to consider issues relating to the availability of, enrollment in, and
use of supplemental coverage by individuals enrolled in Medicare or a
Medicare Advantage plan. A majority of the stakeholders shall not have a
financial stake in any Medicare supplemental coverage or Medicare Advantage
product.

(b) The stakeholder group shall examine:

(1) the options available to older Vermonters, Vermonters under 65
years of age with end stage renal disease, and Vermonters under 65 years of
age whose disabilities make them eligible for Medicare, through Medicare
supplement and Medicare Advantage plans, the affordability of these options,
and the extent to which the State may regulate or otherwise affect the options
offered to Medicare beneficiaries in Vermont, including the marketing and
advertising of these products;

(2) the effects of annual or continuous open enrollment periods for
Medicare supplemental coverage available in other states, including whether
they have led to adverse selection or higher rate increases, or both, and the
extent to which an open enrollment change for Medicare supplemental
coverage would be likely to increase access to affordable coverage for eligible
individuals and to reduce medical debt;

(3) whether Vermont residents are receiving accurate information about
Medicare supplemental coverage and Medicare Advantage plan options and
sufficient assistance with selecting products that are in their best interests and,
if not, how to best remedy the situation; and

(4) the reasons that some Medicare beneficiaries do not have secondary
coverage and the policy options available to increase their access.

(c) On or before January 15, 2023, the Department of Financial Regulation
shall provide its findings and recommendations regarding Medicare
supplemental coverage and Medicare Advantage plans, including any
recommendations for changes to Vermont law, to the House Committee on
Health Care and the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare and on
Finance.
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Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Sec. 1 (8 V.S.A. § 4080e) shall take effect on July 1, 2023.

(b) Sec. 2 (Medicare supplemental coverage; Medicare Advantage plans;
Department of Financial Regulation; report) and this section shall take effect
on passage.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Senator Pearson, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported that the bill be amended as recommended by the Committee
on Health and Welfare with the following amendments thereto:

First: In Sec. 1, 8 V.S.A. § 4080e, by striking out subsection (d) in its
entirety and by relettering subsection (e) to be subsection (d)

Second: In Sec. 2, Medicare supplemental coverage; Medicare Advantage
Plan; Department of Financial Regulation; report, by striking out subsection
(b) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (b) to read as
follows:

(b) The stakeholder group shall examine:

(1) the options available to older Vermonters, Vermonters under 65
years of age with end stage renal disease, and Vermonters under 65 years of
age whose disabilities make them eligible for Medicare, through Medicare
supplement and Medicare Advantage plans, the affordability of these options,
and the extent to which the State may regulate or otherwise affect the options
offered to Medicare beneficiaries in Vermont, including the marketing and
advertising of these products;

(2) the effects of annual or continuous open enrollment periods for
Medicare supplemental coverage available in other states, including whether
they have led to adverse selection or higher rate increases, or both; other
options for enabling Vermont residents to enroll in Medicare supplemental
coverage after their initial open enrollment period ends without experiencing
higher premiums or financial penalties; and the extent to which an open
enrollment change for Medicare supplemental coverage would be likely to
increase access to affordable coverage for eligible individuals and to reduce
medical debt;

(3) whether Vermont residents are receiving accurate information about
Medicare supplemental coverage and Medicare Advantage plan options and
sufficient assistance with selecting products that are in their best interests and,
if not, how to best remedy the situation;



490 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

(4) the reasons that some Medicare beneficiaries do not have secondary
coverage and the policy options available to increase their access; and

(5) any other issues that the Department deems appropriate relating to
the availability of, enrollment in, and use of supplemental coverage by
individuals enrolled in Medicare or in a Medicare Advantage plan.

Third: By striking out Sec. 3, effective dates, in its entirety and inserting in
lieu thereof a new Sec. 3 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of the Committee on Health and Welfare
was amended as recommended by the Committee on Finance.

Thereupon, the pending question, Shall the bill be amended as
recommended by the Committee on Health and Welfare, as amended? was
agreed to and third reading of the bill was ordered.

Recess

On motion of Senator Balint the Senate recessed until the fall of the gavel.

Called to Order

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Bill Passed

S. 220.

Senate bill of the following title was read the third time and passed:

An act relating to State-paid deputy sheriffs.

Rules Suspended; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposals of
Amendment; Bill Messaged

H. 722.

Pending entry on the Calendar for action tomorrow, on motion of Senator
Balint, the rules were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to final reapportionment of the House of Representatives.

Was placed on all remaining stages of its passage in concurrence with
proposals of amendment forthwith.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposals of amendment.
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Thereupon, on motion of Senator Balint, the rules were suspended and the
bill was ordered messaged to the House forthwith.

Appointments Confirmed

The following Gubernatorial appointments were confirmed separately by
the Senate, upon full reports given by the Committees to which they were
referred:

The nomination of

Waples, Nancy Jear of Hinesburg - Associate Justice of the Supreme Court -
March 2, 2022 to March 31, 2023.

Was confirmed by the Senate on a roll call, Yeas 27, Nays 0.

Senator Balint having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and are
as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Balint, Baruth, Bray,
Brock, Campion, Chittenden, Clarkson, Collamore, Cummings, Hardy,
Hooker, Ingalls, Kitchel, Lyons, MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, Nitka,
Parent, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Ram Hinsdale, Sirotkin, Starr, Westman,
White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: None.

Those Senators absent and not voting were: Benning, Sears, Terenzini.

The nomination of

Jiron, Justin Patrick of Underhill - Superior Judge - January 3, 2022 to
March 31, 2023.

Was confirmed by the Senate on a roll call, Yeas 27, Nays 0.

Senator Collamore having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken
and are as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Balint, Baruth, Bray,
Brock, Campion, Chittenden, Clarkson, Collamore, Cummings, Hardy,
Hooker, Ingalls, Kitchel, Lyons, MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, Nitka,
Parent, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Ram Hinsdale, Sirotkin, Starr, Westman,
White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: None.

Those Senators absent and not voting were: Benning, Sears, Terenzini.
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Bill Amended; Bill Passed

S. 234.

Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to changes to Act 250.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senators Brock, Ingalls and
Starr moved to amend the bill by striking out Sec. 11, 10 V.S.A. § 6001, and
its reader assistance heading in their entireties

And by renumbering the remaining sections to be numerically correct.

Which was disagreed to.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senators Bray, Campion,
MacDonald, McCormack and Westman moved to amend the bill in Sec. 4,
10 V.S.A. § 6001, by striking out subdivision (3)(D)(IV) in its entirety.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator Parent moved to
amend the bill by striking out Secs. 7-10, forest blocks, and their reader
assistance heading in their entireties and by renumbering the remaining
sections to be numerically correct.

Thereupon, pending the question Shall the bill be amended as
recommended by Senator Parent?, Senator Parent requested and was granted
leave to withdraw the amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed.

Bill Passed

S. 287.

Senate bill of the following title was read the third time and passed:

An act relating to improving student equity by adjusting the school funding
formula and providing education quality and funding oversight.

Message from the House No. 38

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Alona
Tate, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Madam President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has passed House bills of the following titles:
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H. 96. An act relating to creating the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.

H. 293. An act relating to creating the State Youth Council.

H. 410. An act relating to the use and oversight of artificial intelligence in
State government.

H. 553. An act relating to eligibility of domestic partners for
reimbursement from the Victims Compensation Program.

H. 661. An act relating to licensure of mental health professionals.

H. 718. An act relating to approval of the dissolution of Colchester Fire
District No. 1.

H. 729. An act relating to miscellaneous judiciary procedures.

H. 730. An act relating to alcoholic beverages and the Department of
Liquor and Lottery.

H. 737. An act relating to setting the homestead property tax yields and the
nonhomestead property tax rate.

H. 738. An act relating to technical and administrative changes to
Vermont’s tax laws.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has adopted House concurrent resolutions of the following titles:

H.C.R. 122. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2022 Blue
Mountain Union School Bucks Division IV championship boys’ basketball
team.

H.C.R. 123. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2022
Champlain Valley Union High School Redhawks State championship girls’
Alpine skiing team.

H.C.R. 124. House concurrent resolution congratulating Anna Chandler of
Orange on her centennial birthday.

H.C.R. 125. House concurrent resolution honoring Gill Coates for a half
century of exemplary community leadership in Hinesburg.

H.C.R. 126. House concurrent resolution commemorating Thomas
Davenport, electrical inventor.

H.C.R. 127. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2022
Champlain Valley Union High School Redhawks boys’ Alpine ski team on
winning a second consecutive State championship.



494 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

House Concurrent Resolutions

The following joint concurrent resolutions having been placed on the
consent calendar on the preceding legislative day, and no Senator having
requested floor consideration as provided by the Joint Rules of the Senate and
House of Representatives, were severally adopted in concurrence:

By Rep. Parsons,

By Senators Benning and Kitchel,

H.C.R. 122.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2022 Blue Mountain Union
School Bucks Division IV championship boys’ basketball team.

By Reps. Yantachka and others,

H.C.R. 123.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2022 Champlain Valley
Union High School Redhawks State championship girls’ Alpine skiing team.

By Reps. Lefebvre and Graham,

H.C.R. 124.

House concurrent resolution congratulating Anna Chandler of Orange on
her centennial birthday.

By Reps. Lippert and Yantachka,

H.C.R. 125.

House concurrent resolution honoring Gill Coates for a half century of
exemplary community leadership in Hinesburg.

By Reps. Jerome and others,

H.C.R. 126.

House concurrent resolution commemorating Thomas Davenport, electrical
inventor.

By Reps. Yantachka and others,

H.C.R. 127.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2022 Champlain Valley
Union High School Redhawks boys’ Alpine ski team on winning a second
consecutive State championship.
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Message from the Governor

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, by Ms.
Brittney L. Wilson, Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, as follows:

Madam President:

I am directed by the Governor to inform the Senate that on the twenty-fifth
day of March, 2022 he approved and signed a bill originating in the Senate of
the following title:

S. 4. An act relating to procedures involving firearms.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Balint, the Senate adjourned, to reconvene on
Tuesday, March 29, 2022, at nine o’clock and thirty minutes in the forenoon
pursuant to J.R.S. 47.


