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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2022

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Reverend Greta Getlein of
Burlington.

Message from the House No. 16

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Alona
Tate, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Madam President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered joint resolution originating in the Senate of the
following title:

J.R.S. 41. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

And has adopted the same in concurrence.

The House has concurred in the adoption of a proposed amendment to the
Vermont Constitution entitled:

Prop 5. Declaration of rights; right to personal reproductive liberty.

Message from the Governor
Appointments Referred

A message was received from the Governor, by Brittney L. Wilson,
Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, submitting the following appointments,
which were referred to committees as indicated:

The nomination of

Gray, Heather J. of Queeche - Superior Judge - from January 3, 2022 to
March 31, 2027.

To the Committee on Judiciary.

The nomination of

Jiron, Justin Patrick of Underhill - Superior Judge - from January 3, 2022 to
March 31, 2023.
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To the Committee on Judiciary.

The nomination of

Novotny, Elizabeth of Jericho - Superior Judge - from January 3, 2022 to
March 31, 2027.

To the Committee on Judiciary.

Bill Passed

S. 210.

Senate bill of the following title:

An act relating to rental housing health and safety and affordable housing.

Was read the third time and passed on a roll call, Yeas 20, Nays 9.

Senator Ingalls having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and
are as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Balint, Bray,
Campion, Chittenden, Clarkson, Cummings, Hardy, Hooker, Kitchel, Lyons,
MacDonald, McCormack, Nitka, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Ram Hinsdale,
Sears, Sirotkin, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: Benning, Brock,
Collamore, Ingalls, Mazza, Parent, Starr, Terenzini, Westman.

The Senator absent and not voting was: Baruth.

Message from the House No. 17

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Alona
Tate, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Madam President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has passed House bills of the following titles:

H. 510. An act relating to a Vermont Child Tax Credit and the Vermont
Social Security income exclusion.

H. 559. An act relating to workers’ compensation.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
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The Governor has informed the House that on February 10, 2022, he
returned without signature and vetoed a bill originating in the House of the
following title:

H. 157. An act relating to registration of construction contractors.

Text of Communication from Governor

The text of the communication to the House from His Excellency, the
Governor, whereby he vetoed and returned unsigned House Bill No. H. 157 to
the House is as follows:

“February 10, 2022

The Honorable BetsyAnn Wrask
Clerk of the Vermont House of Representatives
115 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05633

Dear Ms. Wrask:

Pursuant to Chapter II, Section 11 of the Vermont Constitution, I am
returning H. 157, An act relating to registration of contractors, without my
signature because of my objections described herein.

As I have previously said, I strongly support protecting the interests of
consumers, who are already facing a crisis of affordability. I also support
policy that helps Vermont’s small businesses succeed and grow. These small,
local businesses are the heart and soul of our communities and the backbone of
our economy.

The fact is the findings of the Legislature in support of this bill are flawed.

This bill has the potential to undermine and weaken a large number of
Vermont’s small businesses – small, local residential contractors – at a time
when we all agree we must prioritize new and revitalized housing.

More specifically, this bill favors larger and more established businesses at
the expense of small entry-level businesses by imposing, by law, specific
contract and insurance requirements that many of the smaller businesses will
not be able to meet. Such specific requirements are rarely, if ever imposed on
other professions. Ultimately, these provisions harm small businesses – which
could lead to closures – and they harm consumers through higher costs and
fewer options for making needed repairs.

There are multiple ways of finding residential contractors in one’s
community and for holding contractors accountable without creating this new
regulatory system. One can find directories maintained by trades associations,
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as well as commercial listings, social media, consumer sites, references, and,
of course, word of mouth.

Importantly, there are existing avenues for determining and adjudicating
complaints already, as well as an existing Home Improvement Fraud Registry.
Current law clearly authorizes the Attorney General to pursue both civil and
criminal complaints against contractors for unfair or deceptive acts or
practices. The Criminal Law provisions relating to home improvement fraud
apply to oral and written contracts for $500 or more; convictions for home
improvement fraud require notice to the Attorney General; and the Attorney
General maintains the Home Improvement Fraud Registry (although it is
important to note successfully completed deferred sentences will be
expunged).

Finally, the Legislature concedes in its findings that registration confers no
assurance of competence. Given this concession, we should not risk the
economic harm of this legislation when we already have tools in the toolbox to
protect consumers and perhaps those tools should be sharpened.

I would agree there is room to improve existing processes already designed
to protect consumers, but not necessarily through Legislative action, and
certainly not action that could advantage larger established entities over small,
local mom-and-pop businesses; reduce our contracting workforce and increase
costs for already over-burdened consumers – not to mention the $250 fee that
will be charged to get on this registry.

As legislators are well aware, I have been willing to work with you to find a
path forward, but based on the objections outlined above, I cannot support this
piece of legislation and must return it without my signature pursuant to
Chapter II, Section 11 of the Vermont Constitution.

Sincerely,

/s/Philip B. Scott

Philip B. Scott
Governor

PBS/kp”

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Balint, the Senate adjourned until eleven o’clock and
thirty minutes in the morning.


