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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR

Constitutional Proposal

Prop 2 Declaration of rights; clarifying the prohibition on slavery and
indentured servitude

Rep. Colston of Winooski for Government Operations

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

OF THE STATE OF VERMONT

Subject: Declaration of rights; clarifying the prohibition on slavery and
indentured servitude

PROPOSAL 2

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

This proposal would amend the Constitution of the State of Vermont to
clarify that slavery and indentured servitude in any form are prohibited.

Sec. 2. Article 1 of Chapter I of the Vermont Constitution is amended to read:

Article 1. [All persons born free; their natural rights; slavery and indentured
servitude prohibited]

That all persons are born equally free and independent, and have certain
natural, inherent, and unalienable rights, amongst which are the enjoying and
defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and
pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety; therefore no person born in this
country, or brought from over sea, ought to be holden by law, to serve any
person as a servant, slave or apprentice, after arriving to the age of twenty-one
years, unless bound by the person’s own consent, after arriving to such age, or
bound by law for the payment of debts, damages, fines, costs, or the like
slavery and indentured servitude in any form are prohibited.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

The amendment set forth in Sec. 2 shall become a part of the Constitution
of the State of Vermont on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
November 2022 when ratified and adopted by the people of this State in
accordance with the provisions of 17 V.S.A. chapter 32.



- 244 -

Prop 5 Declaration of rights; right to personal reproductive liberty

Rep. Pugh of South Burlington for Human Services.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

OF THE STATE OF VERMONT

Subject: Declaration of rights; right to personal reproductive liberty

PROPOSAL 5

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

(a) This proposal would amend the Constitution of the State of Vermont to
ensure that every Vermonter is afforded personal reproductive liberty. The
Constitution is our founding legal document stating the overarching values of
our society. This amendment is in keeping with the values espoused by the
current Vermont Constitution. Chapter I, Article 1 declares “That all persons
are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent, and
unalienable rights.” Chapter I, Article 7 states “That government is, or ought
to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the
people.” The core value reflected in Article 7 is that all people should be
afforded all the benefits and protections bestowed by the government, and that
the government should not confer special advantages upon the privileged.
This amendment would reassert the principles of equality and personal liberty
reflected in Articles 1 and 7 and ensure that government does not create or
perpetuate the legal, social, or economic inferiority of any class of people.
This proposed constitutional amendment is not intended to limit the scope of
rights and protections afforded by Article 7 or any other provision in the
Vermont Constitution.

(b) The right to reproductive liberty is central to the exercise of personal
autonomy and involves decisions people should be able to make free from
compulsion of the State. Enshrining this right in the Constitution is critical to
ensuring equal protection and treatment under the law and upholding the right
of all people to health, dignity, independence, and freedom.

Sec. 2. Article 22 of Chapter I of the Vermont Constitution is added to read:

Article 22. [Personal reproductive liberty]

That an individual’s right to personal reproductive autonomy is central to
the liberty and dignity to determine one’s own life course and shall not be
denied or infringed unless justified by a compelling State interest achieved by
the least restrictive means.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
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The amendment set forth in Sec. 2 shall become a part of the Constitution
of the State of Vermont on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
November 2022 when ratified and adopted by the people of this State in
accordance with the provisions of 17 V.S.A. chapter 32.

NOTICE CALENDAR

Favorable with Amendment

H. 510

An act relating to creating a Vermont child tax credit

Rep. Kornheiser of Brattleboro, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends the bill be amended by striking all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Child Tax Credit * * *

Sec. 1. 32 V.S.A. § 5830f is added to read:

§ 5830f. VERMONT CHILD TAX CREDIT

(a) A resident individual or part-year resident individual who is entitled to
a child tax credit under the laws of the United States shall be entitled to a
refundable credit against the tax imposed by section 5822 of this title for the
taxable year. The total credit per taxable year shall be in the amount of
$1,200.00 per qualifying child, as defined under 26 U.S.C. § 152(c), who is six
years of age or younger as of the close of the calendar year in which the
taxable year of the taxpayer begins. For a part-year resident individual, the
amount of the credit shall be multiplied by the percentage that the individual’s
income that is earned or received during the period of the individual’s
residency in this State bears to the individual’s total income.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, the amount of the credit
under this section shall be reduced, but not below zero, by $50.00 for each
$1,000.00, or fraction thereof, by which the individual’s adjusted gross income
exceeds $200,000.00, irrespective of the individual’s filing status. For
purposes of this subsection, spouses filing jointly shall be considered an
individual.

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the refundable
credit and its payment authorized under this section shall be treated in the
same manner as the federal Earned Income Tax Credit and shall not be
considered as assets, income, or resources to the same extent the credit and its
payment would be disregarded pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 6409 and the general
welfare doctrine for purposes of determining eligibility for benefits or
assistance, or the amount or extent of those benefits or assistance, under any
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State or local program, including programs established under 33 V.S.A. § 3512
and chapters 11, 17, 21, 25, and 26, for a period of 12 months from receipt.
This subsection shall only apply to the extent that it does not conflict with
federal law relating to the benefit or assistance program and that any required
federal approval or waiver is first obtained for that program.

Sec. 2. 32 V.S.A. § 5830f(d) is added to read:

(d) The Commissioner shall determine and pay 50 percent of the credit
allowed to each individual under this section on or before September 1 of the
taxable year, unless the individual elects not to receive the payment. The
remaining credit allowed to each individual under this section shall be
determined at the time of filing a Vermont personal income tax return for the
taxable year pursuant to section 5861 of this title.

Sec. 3. 32 V.S.A. § 5813(y) is added to read:

(y) The statutory purpose of the Vermont child tax credit in section 5830f
of this title is to provide financial support to families with young children.

Sec. 4. REPORT ON MONTHLY CHILD TAX CREDIT PAYMENTS

On or before January 15, 2023, the Commissioner of Taxes, in consultation
with the Commissioner for Children and Families, shall report to the House
Committees on Human Services and on Ways and Means and the Senate
Committees on Finance and on Health and Welfare recommendations and
considerations for making advance monthly payments of the child tax credit
under 32 V.S.A. § 5830f, including:

(1) options for administering advance monthly payments during the
taxable year;

(2) structuring the advance monthly payments or requesting preliminary
approvals or waivers from federal benefit and assistance programs in a manner
that will exclude the advance monthly payments from income, assets, or
resources used in making benefit and assistance determinations; and

(3) any proposed legislative action.

* * * Social Security Income Exclusion * * *

Sec. 5. 32 V.S.A. § 5830e is amended to read:

§ 5830e. SOCIAL SECURITY INCOME

The portion of federally taxable Social Security benefits excluded from
taxable income under subdivision 5811(21)(B)(iv) of this chapter shall be as
follows:
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(1) For taxpayers whose filing status is single, married filing separately,
head of household, or qualifying widow or widower surviving spouse:

(A) If the federal adjusted gross income of the taxpayer is less than
or equal to $45,000.00 $50,000.00, all federally taxable benefits received
under the federal Social Security Act shall be excluded.

(B) If the federal adjusted gross income of the taxpayer is greater
than $45,000.00 $50,000.00 but less than $55,000.00 $60,000.00, the
percentage of federally taxable benefits received under the Social Security Act
to be excluded shall be proportional to the amount of the taxpayer’s federal
adjusted gross income over $45,000.00 $50,000.00, determined by:

(i) subtracting the federal adjusted gross income of the taxpayer
from $55,000.00 $60,000.00;

(ii) dividing the value under subdivision (i) of this subdivision (B)
by $10,000.00; and

(iii) multiplying the value under subdivision (ii) of this
subdivision (B) by the federally taxable benefits received under the Social
Security Act.

(C) If the federal adjusted gross income of the taxpayer is equal to or
greater than $55,000.00 $60,000.00, no amount of the federally taxable
benefits received under the Social Security Act shall be excluded under this
section.

(2) For taxpayers whose filing status is married filing jointly:

(A) If the federal adjusted gross income of the taxpayer is less than
or equal to $60,000.00 $65,000.00, all federally taxable benefits received
under the Social Security Act shall be excluded.

(B) If the federal adjusted gross income of the taxpayer is greater
than $60,000.00 $65,000.00 but less than $70,000.00 $75,000.00, the
percentage of federally taxable benefits received under the Social Security Act
to be excluded shall be proportional to the amount of the taxpayer’s federal
adjusted gross income over $60,000.00 $65,000.00, determined by:

(i) subtracting the federal adjusted gross income of the taxpayer
from $70,000.00 $75,000.00;

(ii) dividing the value under subdivision (i) of this subdivision (B)
by $10,000.00; and



- 248 -

(iii) multiplying the value under subdivision (ii) of this
subdivision (B) by the federally taxable benefits received under the Social
Security Act.

(C) If the federal adjusted gross income of the taxpayer is equal to or
greater than $70,000.00 $75,000.00, no amount of the federally taxable
benefits received under the Social Security Act shall be excluded under this
section.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Sec. 4 (report on monthly child tax credit payments)
shall take effect on passage.

(b) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 214, Secs. 1 (child tax credit), 3 (child tax
credit statutory purpose), and 5 (Social Security income exclusion) shall take
effect retroactively on January 1, 2022 and shall apply to taxable years
beginning on and after January 1, 2022.

(c) Sec. 2 (advance payment of child tax credit) shall take effect on January
1, 2023 and shall apply to taxable years beginning on and after January 1,
2023.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act
relating to a Vermont Child Tax Credit and the Vermont Social Security
income exclusion”

( Committee Vote: 8-3-0)

Favorable

H. 559

An act relating to workers’ compensation

Rep. Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, for the Committee on Commerce
and Economic Development, recommends the bill ought to pass.

( Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

Rep. Durfee of Shaftsbury, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends the bill ought to pass.

(Committee Vote:9-0-2)
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Consent Calendar

Concurrent Resolutions for Adoption Under Joint Rule 16a

The following concurrent resolutions have been introduced for approval by
the Senate and House and will be adopted automatically unless a Senator or
Representative requests floor consideration before today’s adjournment.
Requests for floor consideration in either chamber should be communicated to
the Secretary’s office and/or the House Clerk’s office, respectively. For text of
resolutions, see Addendum to House Calendar and Senate Calendar of
February 3, 2022.

H.C.R. 96

House concurrent resolution recognizing July 2022 as Park and Recreation
Month in Vermont and designating July 15, 2022, as Vermont Park and
Recreation Professionals Day in Vermont.

H.C.R. 97

House concurrent resolution congratulating Alicia Dana on winning the
Women’s Road Race H1-4 cycling bronze medal at the 2020 Paralympics in
Tokyo

For Informational Purposes

Crossover Deadline

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of

reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and on Finance/Ways
and Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below)
on or before Friday, March 11, 2022, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so
they may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day –
Committee bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday, March 11, 2022.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House

Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and on Finance/Ways and
Means must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before
Friday, March 18, 2022, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be
placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills

(the general Appropriations bill (“The Big Bill”), the Transportation

capital bill, the Capital Construction bill, and the Fee/Revenue bills).
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Public Hearings

Public Hearings on the Governor’s recommended Fiscal Year 2023 State
budget

Joint House and Senate Committees on Appropriations

Tuesday, February 8, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. and Wednesday,
February 9, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. – The Vermont House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations are seeking public and advocate input on the
Governor’s recommended FY 2023 State budget and will hold two public

hearings via videoconference.

Anyone interested in testifying should sign-up in advance of the hearings
through ONE of the

online forms no later than 5:00 p.m. on February 7, 2022. Instructions on
how to access and

participate in the hearing will be sent once you have signed up for one of the
hearings. Time limits for testimony may apply depending on volume of

participants.

Link to form to sign-up for February 8, 2022:
https://legislature.vermont.gov/links/fy22-budget-adjustment-hearing-feb-8

Link to form to sign-up for February 9, 2022:
https://legislature.vermont.gov/links/fy22-budget-adjustment-hearing-feb-9

Both hearings will be available to watch live on YouTube at the following link:
https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/streaming/vermont-joint-fiscal or

your local access community cable channel. You can find your local channel at
the following link: https://vermontaccess.net/amo/

For more information about the format of these events, contact Chrissy
Gilhuly at

cgilhuly@leg.state.vt.us or Theresa Utton-Jerman at tutton@leg.state.vt.us or
call 802-828-2295 or toll-free within Vermont at 1-800-322-5616 (responses to
phone calls may be delayed). Written testimony is encouraged and can be

submitted electronically to Chrissy or Theresa through e-mail or mailed to the
House and Senate Committee on Appropriations, c/o Joint Fiscal Office, 1

Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 05633-5701.
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Information Notice

Grants and Positions that have been submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee
by the Administration, under 32 V.S.A. §5(b)(3)(D):

JFO #3085 – Two (2) limited-service positions to the VT Department of
Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living, Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. One (1)
VR Program Coordinator to oversee at statewide scholarship, and mentor
program for personal care attendants. One (1) VR Assistive Technology
Specialist for vocational rehabilitation clients including transition age youth
(high school students). Both positions funded through 9/30/2025 by previously
approved grant JFO #2510.

[Received January 4, 2022]

JFO #3086 – $925,840 to the VT Agency of Education from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Services. The grant will be
used to fund two projects: Phase II of a current IT systems upgrade to improve
interconnectivity and data transfer functionalities of the system; and a pilot of
the Ed-Fi data model to explore improvements for data transfers between local
education agencies, child nutrition programs and other state agencies. Edfi is a
national data standard in education. Please see this link for more information
on the data system: https://www.ed-fi.org/.

[Received January 4, 2022]

Joint Assembly

February 17, 2022 - 10:30 a.m. – Election of two (2) trustees for the
Vermont State Colleges Corporation.

Candidates for the positions of trustee must notify the Secretary of State in
writing not later than February 10, 2022 , by 4:30 P.M. pursuant to the
provisions of 2 V.S.A. §12(b). Otherwise their names will not appear on the
ballots for these positions.

The following rules shall apply to the conduct of these elections:

First: All nominations for these offices will be presented in alphabetical
order prior to voting.

Second: There will be only one nominating speech of not more than three
(3) minutes and not more than two seconding speeches of not more than one
(1) minute each for each nominee.
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