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S.234

Introduced by Senators Bray, Balint, Clarkson and Lyons

Referred to Committee on Natural Resources and Energy

Date: January 12, 2022

Subject: Conservation and development; land use; Act 250

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to make
multiple amendments to the State land use and development law, Act 250,
including: creating designated smart growth areas that will be exempt from
Act 250 and providing grants to municipalities to assist them in achieving this
new designation, requiring municipalities to respond to Act 250 requests
within 90 days, adding new criteria for forest blocks and connecting habitat,
adding a jurisdictional trigger for roads, clarifying permit conditions for wood
product manufacturers, clarifying Act 250 jurisdiction in one-acre towns, and
creating a committee to study the governance and administration of the Act

250 program.

An act relating to changes to Act 250
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It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

sk sk Qg o b D ocionatiog ok k ok

Sedq]. 10 V.S.A. § 6001(43) is added to read:

"‘

“Smart growth designation” means the process by which a

designated ®nter demonstrates that the center has satisfied the requirements of

24 V.S.A. § 2798f. The term shall also refer to the resulting status.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. §%081 is amended to read:

§ 6081. PERMITS REQUIRED; EXEMPTIONS

% ok %

(y) No permit or permit amergment is required for any subdivision or

development located in a smart growWy designation area. If the smart growth
designation is terminated, a development¥yr subdivision within the designated

center must receive a permit, if applicable.

Sec. 3. 24 V.S.A. § 2793f is added to read:

§ 2793f. SMART GROWTH DESIGNATION

(a) Application and approval. A municipality, by resoMtion of its

legislative body, may apply to the Natural Resources Board fo%a smart growth

designation for any designated downtown development district or ®&signated

neighborhood development area. The Natural Resources Board shall 1%ue an

affirmative determination on finding that the municipality meets the
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(1) To obtain a smart growth designation under this section, a

municiality must demonstrate that it has each of the following:

A\ _an approved designated downtown development district or

designated neidgborhood development area;

(B) a mumcipal plan that is approved in accordance with section

4350 of this title;

(C) a housing eleMgent in its town plan in accordance with

subdivision 4382(10) of this tith that achieves the purposes of subdivision

4302(11) of this title and that inclu®es clear implementation steps for

achieving mixed income housing, incldding affordable housing. a timeline for

implementation, responsibility for each imMementation step, and potential

funding sources;

(D) adopted one of the following to promWte the availability of

affordable housing opportunities in the municipality:

1) inclusionary zoning as provided in subdivis¥gn 4414(7) of this

ii) a restricted housing trust fund with designated revdgue

streams;

(iii) a housing commission as provided in section 4433 of this
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proMided in section 5205 of this title;

F) municipal flood hazard planning, applicable to the entire

municipalitysin accordance with subdivision 4382(12) of this title and the

guidelines issued¥py the Department pursuant to subsection 2792(d) of this

title;

(F) flood hazardWgnd river corridor bylaws, applicable to the entire

municipality, that are consisteM with the standards established pursuant to

10 V.S.A §§ 755(b) (flood hazard)%nd 1428(b) (river corridor);

(G) a capital budget and proghgm pursuant to section 4430 of this

title that make substantial investments in th&ongoing development of the

designated area, are consistent with the plan’s irNplementation program, and

are consistent with the smart growth principles defirfgd in subdivision

2791(13) of'this title;

(H) municipal bylaws that do not include broad exeMgptions

excluding significant private or public land development from red§iring a

municipal land use permit; and

(D) adequate municipal staff to support coordinated comprehensivi

dPIdT DI, GUVCIOPHICIITTUVICW, diid ZOHHTE, dd dUTOLL.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.234
2022 Page 5 of 35

deskgnation shall, in addition to the requirements of subdivisions (c)(1)—(6) of

this seCy§on, also have:

A\ urban form bylaws for the enhanced designated center that

further the sma% growth principles of this chapter and adequately regulate the

physical form and $ale of development and conform to the guidelines

established by the Dep®gtment; and

(B) historic preseMyation bylaws for established design review

districts, historic districts, or hi%oric landmarks pursuant to subdivisions

4414(1)(E) and (F) of this title for %ge enhanced designated center that meet

State historic preservation guidelines issued by the Department pursuant to

subsection 2792(d) of this title.

3) Designated neighborhood developm™gt areas seeking enhanced

designation shall have, in addition to the requirements of this subsection,

wildlife habitat planning bylaws for the enhanced desiggated center that

comply with standards established by the Department of F1% and Wildlife.

(4)_If any party entitled to notice under subdivision (4)(M of subsection

(¢) of this section or any resident of the municipality raises conceri about the

municipality’s compliance with the requirements for the underlying

designation, those concerns must be addressed as part of the municipality’

adpPp dllVUI11.
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(1) A preapplication meeting shall be held with Department staff to

review We program requirements. The meeting shall be held in the

municipalitYgunless another location is agreed to by the municipality.

(2) An apglication by the municipality must include the information and

analysis required by%he Department’s guidelines established pursuant to

section 2792 of this title%n how to meet the requirements of subsection (b) of

this section.

(3) The Department shall 8tablish a procedure for submission of a draft

application that involves review and %mment by all the parties to be noticed

in subdivision (4)(A) of this subsection ad shall issue a preapplication memo

incorporating the comments to the applicant Mer receipt of a draft prelimina

application.

4) After receipt of a complete final applicatiorthe Natural Resources

Board shall convene a public hearing in the municipality f&consider whether

to issue a determination of smart growth designation under thi%section.

(A) Notice.

(1) At least 35 days in advance of the Board’s meeting, thé

Department shall provide notice to the municipality and post it on the
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30%ays in advance of the Board’s meeting in a newspaper of general

circulaton in the municipality, and deliver physically or electronically, with

proof of re®@ipt or by certified mail, return receipt requested to the Agency of

Natural Resour¥es: the State Downtown Board; the Division for Historic

Preservation; the Afency of Agriculture, Food and Markets; the Agency of

Transportation; the reglgnal planning commission; the regional development

corporations; and the entiti¥% providing educational, police, and fire services to

the municipality.

(ii1) The notice shall alpo be posted by the municipality in or near

the municipal clerk’s office and in at 1e§st two other designated public places

in the municipality and on the websites of e municipality and the Agency of

Commerce and Community Development.

(iv) The municipality shall also certifyMn writing that the notice

required by this subdivision (c)(4)(A) has been publish@d. delivered, and

posted within the specified time.

(B) No defect in the form or substance of any requirc¥gents of this

subsection (c) shall invalidate the action of the Board where reason#ble efforts

are made to provide adequate posting and notice. However, the action $hall be

invalid when the defective posting or notice was materially misleading in
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poSding and notice, and the Board shall hold a new hearing and take a new

action.
5) e Board may recess the proceedings on any application pending

submission of Mditional information. The Board shall close the proceedings

promptly after all parties have submitted the requested information.

(6) The Board sMgll issue its determination in writing. The

determination shall includedgxplicit findings on each of the requirements in

subsection (b) of this section.

(d) Review of smart growth deskgnation status.

1) Length of designation. Initifdetermination of a smart growth

designation may be made at any time. TheWeafter, review of the smart growth

designation shall be concurrent with the next p&iodic review of the underlying

designated downtown or neighborhood developme area.

(2) The Board, on its motion, may review compMgnce with the smart

growth designation requirements at more frequent interval
3) If at any time the Board determines that the designat® smart growth
area no longer meets the standards for the designation, it shall take'§yne of the

following actions:

(A) require corrective action within a reasonable time frame: or

(D) (CITTIAIC UIC SHTdIT STOW UT GUSTEITdUOITL.
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des¥gnation also shall terminate.
(S DD eal.

(1) AW interested person may appeal any act or decision of the Board

under this sectiOl to the Environmental Division of the Superior Court within

30 days following tfg act or decision.

(2) As used in thi%section, an “interested person” means any one of the

following:

A) A person owning a%itle to or occupying property within or

abutting the designated center.

B) The municipality making tifg application or a municipality that

adjoins the municipality making the applicati®g.

C) The regional planning commission My the region that includes

the designated center or a regional planning commissi§n whose region adjoins

the municipality in which the designated center is located.

(D) Any 20 persons who, by signed petition, allege that the decision

1s not in accord with the requirements of this chapter and who owilr occupy

real property located within the municipality in which the designated cClater is

located or an adjoining municipality. The petition must designate one pers&g
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heaing described in subdivision (c)(4) of this section.

Sec. 4.4 V.S.A. § 2792 is amended to read:
§ 2792. Velgont Downtown Development Board

(a) A “Verm§nt Downtown Development Board,” also referred to as the
“State Board,” is crdgted to administer the provisions of this chapter. The
State Board shall be con¥gosed of the following members or their designees:

% ok %

(12) The executive directofof the Vermont Housing and Conservation

Board or designee.

Sec. 5. 24 V.S.A. § 4306 is amended to read?
§ 4306. MUNICIPAL AND REGIONAL PLANNING FUND
(a)(1) The Municipal and Regional Planning Fund¥or the purpose of
assisting municipal and regional planning commissions to%arry out the intent
of this chapter is hereby created in the State Treasury.
(2) The Fund shall be composed of 17 percent of the reveni§from the
property transfer tax under 32 V.S.A. chapter 231 and any monies fronf§ime to

time appropriated to the Fund by the General Assembly or received from alg
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be ¥eposited in the Fund.
Of the revenues in the Fund, each year:

(A} 10 percent shall be disbursed to the Vermont Center for
Geographic Inf§mation;

(B) 70 pegent shall be disbursed to the Secretary of Commerce and
Community Developm@t for performance contracts with regional planning
commissions to provide reBonal planning services pursuant to section 4341a
of this title; and

(C) 20 percent shall be di%pursed to municipalities.

o

(d) New funds allocated to municipaliti® under this section may take the

form of special purpose grants in accordance section 4307 of this title.

Sec. 6. 24 V.S.A. § 4307 is added to read:

§ 4307. MUNICIPAL SMART GROWTH DESIGNANON GRANTS

(a) There are created Municipal Bylaw Modernization gants to assist

municipalities in updating their land use and development byla%s to achieve a

smart growth designation under section 2793f of this title. The Gragts shall be

funded by monies allocated from the municipality allocation of the MuMicipal

and Regional Planning Fund established in subdivision 4306(a)(3)(C) of th¥

C dliU adlly ULIC UILLICS AppluplidiCcld 10 PDUL PDUSC
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of Bylaws that are required under section 2793f of this title to achieve the

smart s#wth designation. Funding may be used for mapping, the cost of

regional pldjning commission staff or consultant time, carrying out the

provisions of sulichapters 5—10 of this chapter, and any other purpose

approved by the DeMgrtment.

(¢) Disbursement to Municipalities shall be administered by the

Department of Housing and @ommunity Development through a competitive

process, providing the opportuni® for all regions and any eligible municipality

to compete regardless of size. The Dypartment shall, to the extent reasonabl

possible, ensure that grants are awarded With the intent of achieving

geographic distribution across the State.

(d) On or before September 1, 2022, the Depa¥%ment shall adopt guidelines

to assist municipalities applying for grants under this $gction.

* * * Municipal Response to Act 250 Reque$gg * * *
Sec. 7. 10 V.S.A. 6086(g) is added to read:

(2) _If a municipality fails to respond to a request by the applic¥gt within

90 days as to the impacts related to subdivision (a)(6) or (7) of this sec%on, the

application will be presumed not to have an unreasonable burden on




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.234
2022 Page 13 of 35

Se®8. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:
§ 600", DEFINITIONS

As used¥n this chapter:

44) “Conne¥ing habitat” means land or water, or both, that links

patches of habitat withMg a landscape, allowing the movement, migration, and

dispersal of wildlife and pl&ts and the functioning of ecological processes. A

connecting habitat may include¥eatures including recreational trails and

improvements constructed for farnMge. logging, or forestry purposes.

(45) “Forest block” means a con%guous area of forest in any stage of

succession and not currently developed foronforest use. A forest block may

include features including recreational trails, watlands. or other natural

features that do not themselves possess tree cover dd improvements

constructed for farming, logging, or forestry purposes.

(46) “Fragmentation” means the division or conversMn of a forest block

or connecting habitat by the separation of a parcel into two or Mhore parcels;

the construction, conversion, relocation, or enlargement of any builing or

other structure or of any mining, excavation, or landfill; and any chang®in the

use of any building or other structure, or land. or extension of use of land.

UWCVC dy C dllV LIUC U UUIC C UlV U U UllVC U Ul d
Y
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comtructed for farming, logging, or forestry purposes below the elevation of
2,500 et

(47) §Habitat” means the physical and biological environment in which

a particular spc&ies of plant or wildlife lives.

Sec. 9. 10 V.S.A. §0086(a)(8) is amended to read:

(8) Ecosystem pWgtection; scenic beauty; historic sites.

(A) Aesthetics. W1l not have an undue adverse effect on the scenic

or natural beauty of the area, adthetics, historic sites or rare and irreplaceable
natural areas.

A)(B) Necessary wildlife haBgtat and endangered species. A permit
will not be granted if it is demonstrated by §ny party opposing the applicant
that a development or subdivision will destroy ¥ significantly imperil
necessary wildlife habitat or any endangered specic and;

(1) the economic, social, cultural, recreatiofal, or other benefit to
the public from the development or subdivision will not oulgeigh the
economic, environmental, or recreational loss to the public frofthe
destruction or imperilment of the habitat or species; o

(i1) all feasible and reasonable means of preventing or less8ging

the destruction, diminution, or imperilment of the habitat or species have nd
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by %ge applicant whieh that would allow the development or subdivision to
fulfill 1% intended purpose.

(M Forest blocks and connecting habitat. Will not result in an undue

adverse impact®n forest blocks and connecting habitat. If a project as

proposed would re$lt in an undue adverse impact, a permit may only be

granted if effects are aWgided, minimized, and mitigated in accordance with

rules adopted by the Board®

Sec. 10. CRITERION 8&(C) RBLEMAKING

(a) The Natural Resources BoaMl (Board), in consultation with the Agency

of Natural Resources, shall adopt rules implement the requirements for the

administration of 10 V.S.A. § 6086(a)(8 Rules adopted by the Board shall

include:

(1) How forest blocks and connecting habita%are further defined,

including their size, location, and function, which may%aclude:

(A) information that will be available to the publMto determine

where forest blocks and connecting habitat are located; or

(B) advisory mapping resources, how they will be made dailable,

how they will be used, and how they will be updated.

2) Standards establishing how impacts can be avoided, minimized, &
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deS¥n of buildings, roadways and driveways, utility location, and location

relativolto existing features such as roads, tree lines, and fence lines.

(3) (%iteria to identify when a forest block or connecting habitat is

eligible for mit¥gation.

(4) Standard&for how impacts to a forest block or connecting habitat

may be mitigated. StafMgdards may include:

(A) appropriate r¥ios for compensation;

(B) appropriate form&pf compensation such as conservation

easements, fee interests in land, an&other forms of compensation; and

(C) appropriate uses of on-sit&and off-site mitigation.

b) The Board shall convene a working®group to provide input to the rule

prior to prefiling with the Interagency Committge on Administrative Rules.

The Board shall convene the working group on or Bgfore February 1, 2023.

¢) The Board shall file a final proposed rule with tRe Secretary of State

and Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules on or Bgfore June 15
2023
Sec. 11. 10 V.S.A. § 127 is amended to read:

§ 127. RESOURCE MAPPING

(a) On-orbeforeJanuary15;2013;the The Secretary of Natural Resour§es
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nat¥§ral resources throughout the State, including forest blocks, that may be

relevariyto the consideration of energy projects and projects subject to chapter

151 of thisNjtle. The Center for Geographic Information shall be available to
provide assistaMge to the Secretary in carrying out the GIS-based resource
mapping.

(b) The Secretary o%Natural-Resourees shall consider the GIS-based
resource maps developed ulder subsection (a) of this section when providing
evidence and recommendations§o the Public Utility Commission under
30 V.S.A. § 248(b)(5) and when cogmenting on or providing
recommendations under chapter 151 of%his title to District Commissions on
other projects.

¢) The Secretary shall establish and maintd written procedures that

include a process and science-based criteria for updgting resource maps

developed under subsection (a) of this section. BeforeWstablishing or revising

these procedures, the Secretary shall provide opportunities $or affected parties

and the public to submit relevant information and recommenda%ons.

* % * Roads * * *
Sec. 12. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:

§ 6001. DEFINITIONS
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(3)(A) “Development” means each of the following:

% ok %

1) The construction of a road., roads, driveway, or driveways,

which in combMation is greater than 2,000 feet, to provide access to or within

a tract or tracts of [%d of more than one acre owned or controlled by a person.

I) For ®e purposes of determining jurisdiction under this

subdivision (xi), any tract M tracts of land that will be provided access by the

road or driveway is involved lakd.

(II) As used in this Sgbdivision (xi), “road” shall include any

new road or upgrade of a class 4 high by a person other than a

municipality, including a road that will be Mansferred to or maintained by a

municipality after its construction or upgrade. %or the purposes of this

subdivision (II), routine maintenance of a class 4 h#%ghway or stormwater

improvement required pursuant to section 1264 of this%itle shall not constitute

an “upgrade.”

aa) Routine maintenance shall include repldging a culvert
or ditch, applying new stone, grading, or making repairs after advelge weather.

bb) Routine maintenance shall not include changin®the

size of the road, changing the location or layout of the road, or adding
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subMivision (xi), the length of all roads and driveways within the tract or tracts

of land%gonstructed within any continuous period of 10 years after October 1,

2020 shall ¢ included.

8LV) This subdivision (x1) shall not apply to:

(%) a road constructed for a municipal, county, or State

purpose; a utility corridgr of an electric transmission or distribution company:

or a road located entirely within a designated downtown or neighborhood

development area; and

(bb) a road used¥grimarily for farming or forestry purposes

unless used for a residential purpose.

* * * Wood Products Manuf$gturers * * *
Sec. 13. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:

§ 6001. DEFINITIONS

48) “Wood products manufacturer” means a manufactuMgr that

aggregates wood products from forestry operations and adds value $arough

processing or marketing in the wood products supply chain or directl

consumers through retail sales. “Wood products manufacturer” includes

AW VUIICC PUIp s, polict IS, Protduct U LCWOUU
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13

Vod products manufacturer” does not include facilities that purchase

market¥and resell finished goods, such as wood furniture, wood pellets, and

milled lum®er, without first receiving wood products from forestry operations.

(49) “W&d product” means logs, pulpwood, veneer wood, bolt wood,

wood chips, stud wod, poles, pilings, biomass, fuel wood, maple sap, and

bark.
Sec. 14. 10 V.S.A. § 6086(%) is amended to read:

(c)(1)_Permit conditions. Afpermit may contain such requirements and

conditions as are allowable proper §ercise of the police power and whieh that
are appropriate within the respect to suldivisions (a)(1) through (10) of this
section, including those set forth in 24 V.S%. §§ 4414(4), 4424(a)(2),
4414(1)(D)(1), 4463(b), and 4464, the dedicati®g of lands for public use, and
the filing of bonds to ensure compliance. The requ¥gements and conditions
incorporated from Title 24 may be applied whether or Mgt a local plan has been
adopted. General requirements and conditions may be esta§lished by rule of
the Natural Resources Board.

(2) Permit conditions on a wood products manufacturer.

(A) A permit condition that sets hours of operation for a woo&

products manufacturer shall only be imposed to mitigate an impact under

QOULVISIU d " , UL (0) U C OI11.
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secon would result, a permit with conditions shall allow the manufacturer to

operatcgvhile mitigating these impacts. A permit with conditions that mitigate

these impa®&s shall allow for deliveries of wood products from forestry

operations to tf& manufacturer outside permitted hours of operation, including

nights, weekends, #Mgd holidays, for the number of days demonstrated by the

manufacturer as necessiy to enable business operations, not to exceed 90 days

per ycar.

(3) Permit with conditioMs on the delivery of wood heat fuels. A permit

with conditions issued to a wood pMaducts manufacturer that produces wood

chips, pellets, cord wood, or other fuelood used for heat shall allow

shipment of that fuel wood from the manuf¥cturer to the end user outside

permitted hours of operation, including nights, Weekends, and holidays, from

October 1 through April 30 of each year. Permits With conditions shall

mitigate the undue adverse impacts while enabling the §perations of the
manufacturer.
4) Permit amendments. A wood products manufacturerMholding a

permit may request an amendment to existing permit conditions rel$ed to

hours of operation and seasonal restrictions to be consistent with subdiWsions

(2) and (3) of this subsection. Requests for condition amendments under tifs
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sk ok (Va0 o o tosaac sk ok k

Se®15. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:

§ 6001 DEFINITIONS

(3)(A) “Wevelopment” means each of the following:
(1) Th&gonstruction of improvements on a tract or tracts of land,
owned or controlled by¥g person, involving more than 10 acres of land within a
radius of five miles of any Wpint on any involved land, for commercial or
industrial purposes in a municipglity that has adopted permanent zoning and
subdivision bylaws.

(i) The construction of infrovements on a tract or tracts of land,

owned or controlled by a person, involving%nore than one acre of land within

a radius of five miles of any point on any invol%¢d land, for commercial or

industrial purposes en-mere-than-ene-aere-of-land Wgthin a municipality that
has not adopted permanent zoning and subdivision byl3s.
* % %
* # * Study Committee; Effective Date * * *
Sec. 16. STUDY COMMITTEE; NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD
STRUCTURE
a) There is created a study committee on the structure and function of tge

Ndlul d COUU C DHUdAIU. C JIOUP d U U v §= C UC . 1UU
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on §ommittees.

(b) e group shall hear from various stakeholder groups on how to

enhance thésgdministration of the Act 250 program, including considerations

of:

(1) the memb¥gship of the Board;

(2) the appointmch¢ process;

(3) grounds for removipg a member from the Board;

(4) the responsibilities an(hauthorities of the Board and District
Commissions;

(5) funding of the operation of the®@oard, District Commissions, and the

Act 250 program; and

6) the handling of appeals issued by the D¥trict Commissions and the
Board.

(¢) On or before December 31, 2022, the group shall r&port back to the

General Assembly with any proposed changes to the structureWnd function of

the Natural Resources Board.

* % * FEffective Date * * *

Sec. 17. EFFECTIVE DATE

Ol1 JULY 1, ZU

* % * Municipal Zoning * * *

Sec. 1. 24 V.S.A. § 2793e is amended to read:
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$ 2793e. NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING AREAS; DESIGNATION OF
NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT AREAS

(a) Purpose. This section is intended to encourage a municipality to plan
for new and infill housing in the area including and immediately encircling its
designated downtown, village center, new town center, or within its designated
growth center in order to provide needed housing and to further support the
commercial establishments in the designated center. To support this goal, this
section sets out a two-component process.

% sk ok

(b) Definitions.

(1) “Neighborhood planning area” means an automatically delineated
area including and encircling a downtown, village center, or new town center
designated under this chapter or within a growth center designated under this
chapter. A neighborhood planning area is used for the purpose of identifying
locations suitable for new and infill housing that will support a development
pattern that is compact, oriented to pedestrians, and consistent with smart
growth principles. To ensure a compact settlement pattern, the outer boundary
of a neighborhood planning area shall be located entirely within the
boundaries of the applicant municipality, unless a joint application is
submitted by more than one municipality, and shall be determined.:

% sk ok

(c) Application for designation of a neighborhood development area. The
State Board shall approve a neighborhood development area if the application
demonstrates and includes all of the following elements:

% sk ok

(5) The proposed neighborhood development area consists of those
portions of the neighborhood planning area that are appropriate for new and
infill housing, excluding identified flood hazard and fluvial erosion areas,
except those areas containing preexisting development in_areas suitable for
infill development as defined in § 29-201 of the Vermont Flood Hazard Area
and River Corridor Rule. In determining what areas are most suitable for new
and infill housing, the municipality shall balance local goals for future land
use, the availability of land for housing within the neighborhood planning
area, and the smart growth principles. Based on those considerations, the
municipality shall select an area for neighborhood development area
designation that:

(A) Avoids or that minimizes to the extent feasible the inclusion of
“important natural resources” as defined in subdivision 2791(14) of this title.
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If an “important natural resource= is included within a proposed
neighborhood development area, the applicant shall identify the resource,
explain why the resource was included, describe any anticipated disturbance to
such resource, and describe why the disturbance cannot be avoided or
minimized. If the neighborhood development area includes flood hazard areas
or river corridors, the local bylaws shall contain provisions consistent with the
Agency of Natural Resources’ rules required under 10 V.S.A. § 754(a) to
ensure that new infill development within a neighborhood development area
occurs outside the flood hazard area and will not cause or contribute to fluvial
erosion_hazards within the river corridor. If the neighborhood development
area includes flood hazard areas or river corridors, local bylaws shall also
contain _provisions to protect river corridors outside the neighborhood
development area consistent with the Agency of Natural Resources’ rules
required under 10 V.S.A. § 754(a).

Ageney-of Natnral Resounrees- [Repealed. ]

(7) The municipal bylaws allow minimum net residential densities within
the neighborhood development area greater than or equal to four single-family
detached dwelling units per acre for all identified residential uses or
residential building types, exclusive of accessory dwelling units, or #e not
fewer than the average existing density of the surrounding neighborhood,
whichever is greater. The methodology for calculating density shall be

established in the guidelines developed by the Department pursuant to
subsection 2792(d) of this title.

& sk ok

Sec. 2. 24 V.S.A. § 2793b is amended to read:

§ 2793b. DESIGNATION OF NEW TOWN CENTER DEVELOPMENT
DISTRICTS

& sk ok

(b) Within 45 days of receipt of a completed application, the State Board
shall designate a new town center development district if the State Board finds,
with respect to that district, the municipality has:

& sk ok

(2) Provided a community investment agreement that has been executed
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by authorized representatives of the municipal government, businesses and
property owners within the district, and community groups with an articulated
purpose of supporting downtown interests, and contains the following:

& sk ok

(B) Regulations enabling high densities that are greater not less than
four dwelling units, including all identified residential uses or residential
building types, per acre and not less than those allowed in any ether part of
the municipality not within an area designated under this chapter.

& sk ok

Sec. 3. 24 V.S.A. § 4449 is amended to read.:

§ 4449. ZONING PERMIT, CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, AND
MUNICIPAL LAND USE PERMIT

(a) Within any municipality in which any bylaws have been adopted.:

& sk ok

(4) No municipal land use permit issued by an appropriate municipal
panel or administrative officer, as applicable, for a site plan or conditional use
shall be considered abandoned or expired unless more than two years has
passed since the permit approval was issued.

kEE Aot 250 *F *F *
Sec. 4. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read.:
§ 6001. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

& sk ok

(3)(A) “Development” means each of the following:

& sk ok

(iv) The construction of housing projects such as cooperatives,
condominiums, or dwellings, or construction or maintenance of mobile homes
or mobile home parks, with 10 or more units, constructed or maintained on a
tract or tracts of land, owned or controlled by a person, within a radius of five
miles of any point on any involved land and within any continuous period of
five years. However:

(I) A priority housing project shall constitute a development
under this subdivision (iv) only if the number of housing units in the project is:

(aa) [Repealed.]
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(bb) [Repealed.]

(cc) 75 or more, in a municipality with a population of
6,000 or more but less than 10,000.

(dd) 50 or more, in a municipality with a population of
3:000-or-more-but less than 6,000.

(ee) 25 _ il » - 3
than-3;000- [Repealed. ]

(ff) Notwithstanding subdivisions (cc) through (ee) of this
subdivision (3)(4)(iv)(I), 10 or more if the construction involves the demolition
of one or more buildings that are listed on or eligible to be listed on the State
or National Register of Historic Places. However, demolition shall not be
considered to create jurisdiction under this subdivision (ff) if the Division for
Historic Preservation has determined that the proposed demolition will have
no adverse effect, will have no adverse effect if specified conditions are met, or
will have an adverse effect that will be adequately mitigated. Any imposed
conditions shall be enforceable through a grant condition, deed covenant, or
other legally binding document.

& sk ok

(D) The word “development” does not include:

& sk ok

the American Rescue Plal™wimgl 2021 only if the mixed income housing
project to be constructed contains at least Oomms

1P P OUIE and-Hood-controlproi “River corridor” has the
same meaning as under section 752 of this title.
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(27) “Mixed income housing” means a housing project in which the
following apply:

(A) Owner-occupied housing. At the-option-of-the-applicant—owner-

J%Fmeﬂ-t—Heus-mg—Fmaﬁeeﬁ%ﬁ%@f meet the requzrements Of affordable owner-

occupied housing under subdivision (29)(4) of this section, adjusted for the
number of bedrooms, as established and published annually by the Vermont
Housing Finance Agency.

(B) Rental houszng Ai—leas—t%@—pe%e%t—ef—ﬂ%%%%g—bﬁﬁ%s—ﬂﬁ%—%

For not less than ] 5 vears followzng the date that rental houszn}z is znztzallv

placed in service, at least 20 percent of the housing units meet the
requirements of affordable rental housing under subdivision (29)(B) of this
section, adjusted for the number of bedrooms, as established and published
annually by the Vermont Housing Finance Agency.

& sk ok

Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 6086 is amended to read.:
§ 6086. ISSUANCE OF PERMIT; CONDITIONS AND CRITERIA

(a) Before granting a permit, the District Commission shall find that the
subdivision or development:

& sk ok

(D) Fleodways Flood hazard areas; river corridors. A permit will be
granted whenever it is demonstrated by the applicant that, in addition to all
other applicable criteriaz,

@) the development or subdivision of lands within a fleedweay
flood hazard area or river corridor will not restrict or divert the flow of fleed
waters floodwaters, cause or contribute to fluvial erosion, and endanger the

health, safety, and welfare of the public or of riparian owners during flooding;
and
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* * * Municipal Response to Act 250 Requests * * *
Sec. 6. 10 V.S.A. 6086(g) is added to read:

(2) If a municipality fails to respond to a request by the applicant within
90 days as to the impacts related to subdivision (a)(6) or (7) of this section, the
application will be presumed not to have an unreasonable burden on
educational, municipal, or governmental services.

* % * Forest Blocks * * *
Sec. 7. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:
§ 6001. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

& sk ok

(43) “Connecting habitat” means land or water. or both, that links
patches of habitat within a landscape, allowing the movement, migration, and
dispersal of wildlife and plants and the functioning of ecological processes. A
connecting habitat may include features including recreational trails and
improvements constructed for farming, logging, or forestry purposes.

(44) “Forest block” means a contiguous area of forest in any stage of
succession and not currently developed for nonforest use. A forest block may
include features including recreational trails, wetlands, or other natural
features that do not themselves possess tree cover and improvements
constructed for farming, logging, or forestry purposes.

(45) “Habitat” means the physical and biological environment in which
a particular species of plant or wildlife lives.

Sec. 8. 10 V.S.A. § 6086(a)(8) is amended to read:

(8) Ecosystem protection; scenic beauty, historic sites.

(A) Aesthetics. Will not have an undue adverse effect on the scenic
or natural beauty of the area, aesthetics, or historic sites or—rare—and

irreptaceablenaturad-areas.

A} (B) Necessary wildlife habitat and endangered species. A permit
will not be granted if it is demonstrated by any party opposing the applicant
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that a development or subdivision will destroy or significantly imperil
necessary wildlife habitat or any endangered species; and:

(i) the economic, social, cultural, recreational, or other benefit to
the public from the development or subdivision will not outweigh the
economic, environmental, or recreational loss to the public from the
destruction or imperilment of the habitat or species, o#

(ii) all feasible and reasonable means of preventing or lessening
the destruction, diminution, or imperilment of the habitat or species have not
been or will not continue to be applied; or

(iii)  a reasonably acceptable alternative site is owned or
controlled by the applicant whieh that would allow the development or
subdivision to fulfill its intended purpose.

(C) Forest blocks and connecting habitat. Will not result in an undue
adverse impact on forest blocks, connecting habitat, or rare and irreplaceable
natural areas. If a project as proposed would result in an undue adverse
impact, a permit may only be granted if effects are avoided, minimized, and
mitigated in accordance with rules adopted by the Board.

Sec. 9. CRITERION 8(C) RULEMAKING

(a) The Natural Resources Board (Board), in consultation with the Agency
of Natural Resources, shall adopt rules to implement the requirements for the
administration of 10 V.S.A. § 6086(a)(8)(C). Rules adopted by the Board shall
include:

(1) How forest blocks and connecting habitat are further defined,
including their size, location, and function, which may include:

(A) information that will be available to the public to determine
where forest blocks and connecting habitat are located; or

(B) advisory mapping resources, how thev will be made available,
how they will be used, and how they will be updated.

(2) Standards establishing how impacts can be avoided, minimized, or
mitigated, including how fragmentation of forest blocks or connecting habitat
is_avoided or minimized, which may include steps to promote proactive site
design of buildings, roadways and driveways, utility location, and location
relative to existing features such as roads, tree lines, and fence lines.

(3) Criteria to identify when a forest block or connecting habitat is
eligible for mitigation.

(4) Standards for how impacts to a forest block or connecting habitat
may be mitigated. Standards may include.




BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.234
2022 Page 31 of 35

(A) appropriate ratios for compensation,

(B)  appropriate forms of compensation such as conservation
easements, fee interests in land, and other forms of compensation; and

(C) appropriate uses of on-site and off-site mitigation.

(b) The Board shall convene a working group to provide input to the rule
prior to prefiling with the Interagency Committee on Administrative Rules.
The Board shall convene the working group on or before June 1, 2023.

(¢) The Board shall file a final proposed rule with the Secretary of State

and Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules on or before June 15,
2024.

Sec. 10. 10 V.S.A. § 127 is amended to read.:
§127. RESOURCE MAPPING

(a) On-or-beforeJanuary152013—the The Secretary of Natural Resources

shall complete and maintain resource mapping based on the Geographic
Information System (GIS) or_other technology. The mapping shall identify
natural resources throughout the State, including forest blocks, that may be
relevant to the consideration of energy projects and projects subject to chapter
151 of this title. The Center for Geographic Information shall be available to
provide assistance to the Secretary in carrying out the GIS-based resource

mapping.
(b) The Secretary of NatwralResowrees shall consider the GIS-based

resource maps developed under subsection (a) of this section when providing
evidence and recommendations to the Public Utility Commission under
30V.S.A. §248(b)(5) and when commenting on or providing recommendations
under chapter 151 of this title to District Commissions on other projects.

(c) The Secretary shall establish and maintain written procedures that
include a process and science-based criteria for updating resource maps
developed under subsection (a) of this section. Before establishing or revising
these procedures, the Secretary shall provide opportunities for affected parties
and the public to submit relevant information and recommendations.

k sk *Roads % sk ok
Sec. 11. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:
§ 6001. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

& sk ok

(3)(A) “Development” means each of the following:
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(xi) The construction of a road, roads, driveway, or driveways,
which as a single road or driveway is greater than 800 feet, or which in
combination is greater than 2,000 feet, to provide access to or within a tract or
tracts of land of more than one acre owned or controlled by a person.

(1) For the purposes of determining jurisdiction under this
subdivision (xi), any tract or tracts of land that will be provided access by the
road or driveway is involved land.

(Il) As used in this subdivision (xi), “road” shall include any
new _road or upgrade of a class 4 highway by a person other than a
municipality, including a road that will be transferred to or maintained by a
municipality after its construction or _upgrade. For the purposes of this
subdivision (II), routine maintenance of a class 4 highway or stormwater
improvement required pursuant to section 1264 of this title shall not constitute

1

an ‘“‘upgrade.”

(aa) Routine maintenance shall include replacing a culvert
or ditch, increasing the size or configuration of an existing drainage structure
to _improve resiliency, applying new stone, grading, or making repairs after
adverse weather.

(bb) Routine maintenance shall not include changing the
size _of the road, changing the location or layout of the road, or adding
pavement unless undertaken to improve the function of an existing drainage
Structure.

(Illl) For the purpose of determining the length under this
subdivision (xi), the length of all roads and driveways within the tract or tracts

of land constructed within any continuous period of 10 vears after October 1,
2020 shall be included.

(1V) This subdivision (xi) shall not apply to:

(aa) a road constructed for a municipal, county, or State
purpose; a utility corridor of an electric transmission or distribution company;
or_a road located entirely within a designated downtown or neighborhood
development area; and

(bb) a road used primarily for farming or forestry purposes
unless used for a residential purpose.

& sk ok

* % * Wood Products Manufacturers * * *

Sec. 12. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:
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§ 6001. DEFINITIONS

& sk ok

(47)  “Wood products manufacturer” means a manufacturer that
aggregates wood products from forestry operations and adds value through
processing or marketing in the wood products supply chain or directly to
consumers _through retail sales. “Wood products manufacturer” includes
sawmills; veneer mills; pulp mills; pellet mills; producers of firewood,
woodchips, mulch, and fuel wood; and log and pulp concentration yards.
“Wood products manufacturer” does not include facilities that purchase,
market, and resell finished goods, such as wood furniture, wood pellets, and
milled lumber, without first receiving wood products from forestry operations.

(48) “Wood product’” means logs, pulpwood, veneer wood, bolt wood,

wood chips, stud wood, poles, pilings, biomass, fuel wood, maple sap, and
bark.

Sec. 13. 10 V.S.A. § 6086(c) is amended to read:

(c)(1) _Permit conditions. A permit may contain such requirements and
conditions as are allowable proper exercise of the police power and whiek that
are appropriate within the respect to subdivisions (a)(1) through (10) of this
section, including those set forth in 24 V.S.A. §§ 4414(4), 4424(a)(2),
4414(1)(D)(i), 4463(b), and 4464, the dedication of lands for public use, and
the filing of bonds to ensure compliance. The requirements and conditions
incorporated from Title 24 may be applied whether or not a local plan has
been adopted. General requirements and conditions may be established by
rule of the Natural Resources Board.

(2) Permit conditions on a wood products manufacturer.

(A) A permit condition that sets hours of operation for a wood
products manufacturer _shall only be imposed to mitigate an impact under
subdivision (a)(1), (5), or (8) of this section.

(B) If an adverse impact under subdivision (a)(1). (5). or (8) of this
section would result, a permit with conditions shall allow the manufacturer to
operate while mitigating these impacts. A permit with conditions that mitigate
these impacts shall allow for deliveries of wood products from forestry
operations to the manufacturer outside permitted hours of operation, including
nights, weekends, and holidays, for the number of days demonstrated by the
manufacturer _as necessary to enable business operations, not to exceed 90

days per year.

(3) Permit with conditions on the delivery of wood heat fuels. A permit
with _conditions issued to a wood products manufacturer that produces wood
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chips, pellets, cord wood, or other fuel wood used for heat shall allow
shipment of that fuel wood from the manufacturer to the end user outside
permitted hours of operation, including nights, weekends, and holidays, from
October 1 through April 30 of each year. Permits with conditions shall
mitigate the undue adverse impacts while enabling the operations of the

manufacturer.

(4) Permit amendments. A wood products manufacturer holding a
permit may request an _amendment to existing permit conditions related to
hours of operation and seasonal restrictions to be consistent with subdivisions
(2) and (3) of this subsection. Requests for condition amendments under this
subsection shall not be subject to Act 250 Rule 34(E).

* * * One-acre towns * * *
Sec. 14. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:
§ 6001. DEFINITIONS

& sk ok

(3)(A) “Development” means each of the following:

(i) The construction of improvements on a tract or tracts of land,
owned or controlled by a person, involving more than 10 acres of land within a
radius of five miles of any point on any involved land, for commercial or
industrial purposes in a municipality that has adopted permanent zoning and
subdivision bylaws.

(i) The construction of improvements on a tract or tracts of land,
owned or controlled by a person, involving more than one acre of land within a
radius of five miles of any point on_any involved land, for commercial or

industrial purposes en-ore-than-one-acre-of-land-within in a municipality that

has not adopted permanent zoning and subdivision bylaws.

& sk ok

* %% Reports * * %

Sec. 15. REPORT; ACT 250 JURISDICTION OVER AGRICULTURAL
BUSINESSES

On_or before January 15, 2023, the Natural Resources Board shall submit
to the General Assembly a report with recommendations on how Act 250
jurisdiction _should be applied to agricultural businesses, including those
located on properties already operating as farms. The report shall address the
current land use planning requirements for farms and farms with accessory on-
farm businesses and whether different types of businesses associated with
farms and farming require different levels of review. The report may consider
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whether or not the location of such businesses is relevant and may consider the
designation or adoption of agricultural business innovation zones with
different levels of review.

* %% Study Committee, Effective Date * * *

Sec. 16. STUDY COMMITTEE; NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD
STRUCTURE

(a) There is created a study committee on the structure and function of the
Natural Resources Board. The group shall consist of eight Legislative
members, four appointed by the Speaker of the House and four appointed by
the Committee on Committees.

(b) The group shall hear from various stakeholder groups on how to
enhance the administration of the Act 250 program, including considerations

of:

(1) the membership of the Board;

(2) the appointment process;

(3) grounds for removing a member from the Board;

(4) _the responsibilities and authorities of the Board and District
Commissions;

(5) funding of the operation of the Board, District Commissions, and the
Act 250 program; and

(6) the handling of appeals issued by the District Commissions and the
Board.

(c) On or before December 31, 2022, the group shall report back to the
General Assembly with any proposed changes to the structure and function of
the Natural Resources Board.

* * * Fffective Dates * * *
Sec. 17. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2022, except that Sec. 8 (10 V.S.A.
§ 6086(a)(8)) shall take effect on September 1, 2024.




