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Introduced by Representatives James of Manchester, Anthony of Barre City,
Austin of Colchester, Bongartz of Manchester, Bos-Lun of
Westminster, Brady of Williston, Brown of Richmond,
Brumsted of Shelburne, Burke of Brattleboro, Chase of
Colchester, Christie of Hartford, Coffey of Guilford, Durfee of
Shaftsbury, Elder of Starksboro, Hooper of Burlington,
Houghton of Essex, Jerome of Brandon, Kornheiser of
Brattleboro, Mrowicki of Putney, Mulvaney-Stanak of
Burlington, Pajala of Londonderry, Sims of Craftsbury,
Stebbins of Burlington, Townsend of South Burlington, Troiano
of Stannard, Vyhovsky of Essex, Webb of Shelburne, White of
Bethel, and Yantachka of Charlotte

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Education; equitable access to a high-quality education; community

schools
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to facilitate and
provide funding for the implementation of community schools that provide all

students with equitable access to a high-quality education.



N —

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE H.106
2021 Page 2 of 28

An act relating to equitable access to a high-quality education through
community schools

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
[ 1\ D »
his act shall be called the “Community Schools Act.”
Sec. 2. NINDINGS AND PURPOSE

(a) Findigs. The General Assembly finds that:

(1) Every cAild should be able to grow up and have the opportunity to

achieve his or her dreaWgs and contribute to the well-being of society. Every

neighborhood deserves a p®Rlic school that fully delivers on that promise.

(2) According to the mosWgecent data, more than half of the nation’s

schoolchildren live in low-income h8yseholds, meaning they qualify for free

or reduced-price lunch, the highest propoMion since this statistic began being

documented over 60 years ago. According to'%he Vermont Agency of

Education, an average of 38 percent of students acgss all supervisory unions

during the 2019-2020 school year qualified for free or Mgduced-price lunch.

As a result, some schoolchildren face more challenges than 8hers in

succeeding in school and in life.

3) Community schools facilitate the provision of comprehensiWe

programs and services that are carefully selected to meet the unique needs
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so Sudents can do their best.

M. According to a report from the Learning Policy Institute, the four

key pillars & the community schools approach, which are integrated student

supports, expan®ed and enriched learning time and opportunities, active family

and community eng@gement, and collaborative leadership and practices,

promote conditions and Wactices found in high-quality schools as well as

address out-of-school barrieto learning.

(5) Research shows that c8&nmunity school interventions can result in

improvements in a variety of student™utcomes, including attendance,

academic achievement (including reducirlg racial and economic achievement

gaps), and high school graduation rates, and dn meet the Every Student

Succeeds Act standard of “evidence-based” approtches to support schools

1dentified for comprehensive and targeted support and§ntervention.

(6) Research also shows that these programs offer #gtrong return on

investment. According to impact studies, each dollar invested%n a communit

coordinator position returns approximately $7.00 in net benefits to%he school

while every dollar invested in programs and support (including medicd% dental

and social services, afterschool and summer enrichment, parent engageme
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sch§pls” is one of 10 recommended strategies for restarting and rethinking the

role of Mublic education in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Community

schools servg as resource hubs that provide a broad range of easily accessed,

well-coordinate®supports and services that help students and families with

increasingly comple%needs.

(b) Purpose. This la% is enacted to support the successful implementation

of effective community schoWls that provide all students with equitable access

to a high-quality education.

Sec. 3. 16 V.S.A. § 4032 is added to%gad:

§ 4032. COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

1) “Community school” means a public e[§nentary or secondary

school that includes all four of the following:

(A) Integrated student supports, which address oWt-of-school barriers

to learning through partnerships with social and health serviceWggencies and
providers. coordinated by a community school director, which maWinclude

access to services such as medical, dental, vision care, and mental heal¥h

services, or access to counselors to assist with housing, transportation,
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inclyding before-school, afterschool, weekend, and summer programs, that

provid®additional academic instruction, individualized academic support,

enrichmenf¥gctivities, and learning opportunities that emphasize real-world

learning and cO%amunity problem-solving and that may include art, music,

drama, creative wriing, hands-on experience with engineering or science

tutoring and homeworK&help, and recreational programs that enhance and are

consistent with the school’$curriculum.

C) Active family anM¢ommunity engagement, which brings

students’ families and the commun¥y into the school as partners in children’s

education and makes the school a neigfgorhood hub, providing adults with a

facility to access educational opportunities ey want. including coordinating

services with outside providers to offer EnglisiMgs a second language classes,

green card or citizenship preparation, computer skils, art, financial literac

career counseling, job skills training, services for subst&gce misuse, and other

programs that bring community members into the building%or meetings or
events.

(D) Collaborative leadership and practices, which build a%ulture of

professional learning, collective trust, and shared responsibility using

strategies that shall, at a minimum, include a school-based leadership teamg

O UITCY SCIHTOOT TITCCTOT, dlld d COMITITUIITY -WIOC TCAUCT ST todT ditd T1dy
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anMpther staff to manage the multiple, complex, joint work of school and

commulity organizations.

2 ommunity school director” means a person who:

(A) 1M full-time or part-time staff member serving in an eligible

school or in a scho® district or supervisory union with an eligible school;

(B) is responSible for the identification, implementation, and

coordination of integrated $udent supports; expanded and enriched learning

time and opportunities; family %d community engagement; and collaborative

leadership and practices;

(C) _serves as a member of thschool-based leadership team;

(D) serves as the lead for the nee® and assets assessment and

community school plan described in subsectior¥e) of this section; and

(E) leads the needs and assets assessmentWnd stakeholder-driven

approach to problem solving and continuous improve t.

3) “Community school initiative director” means a ferson who:

(A) aids implementation and coordination of integrat® student

supports, expanded and enriched learning time and opportunities, f&nily and
community engagement, and collaborative leadership and practice whelg more

than three eligible schools operate community school programs in Vermon
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(4) “Community-wide leadership team” means a team at a supervisory

union {at is responsible for guiding the vision, policy, resource alignment,

implement&ion, oversight, and goal setting for community school programs

within the menWer districts of the supervisory union. This team shall include

representatives froMy the supervisory union; teachers, school leaders, students,

and family members fr&n the eligible schools; community members; system-

level partners that include Mgpresentatives from government agencies; relevant

unions; nonprofit and other corfygnunity-based partners; and, if applicable, the

community school initiative directd

(5) “Eligible applicant” means aleligible school or a school district or

supervisory union with an eligible school.

(6) “Eligible school” means a public eleMentary or secondary school

that:

(A) has a student body where at least 40 perc®at of students are

eligible for free or reduced-price lunch under the Richard B Russell National

School Lunch Act, 42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.; or

(B) has been identified for comprehensive or targeted supRort and

intervention under Section 1111(c)(4)(D) of the Elementary and Secon®g

Education Act of 1965 or otherwise identified by the State as in need of
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resonsible for assessing that school’s needs, developing its goals, selecting

prografyming and services, and implementing the community school program.

The team sHall be composed of school and community representatives with not

less than one-tMrd parents or local residents and not less than one-third

teachers and other $8hool staff, as well as the principal, representatives of

nonprofit organizations{hat serve the school, and, for secondary schools,

students at the school. TheMeader shall be selected by the membership of the

team.
8) “Teacher learning comm®ities” means a group of primaril

instructional staff in an eligible school %ho are given common planning time

to participate in ongoing decision making #d planning that examine their

practice and student performance to improve sool policy and classroom

teaching.

(b) Information and technical assistance. The Agerfgy of Education shall

provide the following forms of technical assistance to supeMgisory unions:

(1) distribute materials that describe the elements and ad%antages of

community schools, including references to governmental and nonfgofit

reports;

2) assist any school district in forming a task force to study the crea%on
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thiSaw and provide technical assistance to eligible applicants in applying for

such gragts;
4) iprm school districts of other sources of funding for communit

schools, includig the federal Every Student Succeeds Act, and assist school

district efforts to sere such funding: and

(5) facilitate effeCdve coordination among State agencies in the

deployment of resources and¥gervices such as health, nutrition, and other

supports.

(¢) Grant authorization. The Agccy of Education is authorized to provide

planning, implementation, and renewal gignts to eligible applicants as follows:

1) a one-year planning grant of up to 30.000.00 for each eligible

school;

(2) annual implementation grants of $110,000.0Q a year for a period of

three years for each eligible school; and

(3) at the conclusion of the initial three-year grant perio% applicants

with demonstrated success, as determined by the Agency of Educd%on’s

evaluation under subsection (g) of this section, may apply for a renewd&grant

of $110,000.00 annually for each eligible school for up to three years.

(U) I IAIITHE STALILS dPP dUU dllU d
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EdW&ation and shall include a description of the following:

(A) the initial community-wide leadership team and the school-based

leadership ®am or teams or the process that will be put in place to establish the

teams;

(B) the pMycess and timeline for conducting a needs and assets

assessment and commuRity school plan for each eligible school as required by

subsection (e) of this sectioh; and

(C) _if applicable, pla’ for hiring additional staff, providing

additional compensation to existindstaff, or the contracting of a nonprofit

entity or entities that will help the eligile applicant apply for an

implementation grant or grants.

2) Eligible applicants shall make an ass8gance that the applicant intends

to apply for an implementation grant within six mo%ths of receipt of a

planning grant.

3) Planning grant funds shall be used for the follow¥gg activities:

(A) the establishment of, or continued support of, a c8gnmunity-wide

leadership team and school-based leadership team or teams; and

(B) conducting a needs and assets assessment and crafting a

community school plan for each eligible school as required under subsectid
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pro%kiding additional compensation to existing staff, or contracting with a

nonprofit entity or entities to aid in the activities necessary to apply for an

implementMion grant.

(e) Applicalon for implementation and renewal grants and community

school plan. EligiDke applicants shall submit an application for an

implementation or rendWyal grant to the Agency of Education and for each

eligible school shall includ®

(1) A needs and assets a%essment that includes:

(A) where available, and %here applicable, student demographic,

academic achievement, and school clinlgte data, disaggregated by major

demographic groups, including, but not lin¥ed to, race, ethnicity, English

language proficiency, students with individuali%d education plans, and

students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch staWs:

(B) access to and need for integrated student Sgpports under

subdivisions (a)(1)(A) and (f)(1)(C) of this section;

(C) _access to and need for expanded and enriched leaMging time and

opportunities under subdivisions (a)(1)(B) and (f)(1)(D) of this secton;

(D) school funding information, including federal, State, loca% and

private education funding and per-pupil spending, based on actual salaries &




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE H.106
2021 Page 12 of 28

staf including the number and percentage of fully certified teachers and rates

of teac®r turnover; and

Mactive family and community engagement information, including:

(1) Wmily and community needs based on surveys, information

from public meetind or information gathered by other means;

11) measuregof family and community engagement in the eligible

schools, including volunteerMyg in schools, attendance at back-to-school nights

and parent-teacher conferences;

(1i1) efforts to provide ctMturally and linguistically relevant

communication between schools and fanies; and
iv) access to and need for familfgand community engagement

activities under subdivisions (a)(1)(C) and (H)(1)(W) of this section.

(2) Collaborative leadership and practices, incl8ing a description of the

community-wide leadership team, school-based leadershipgeams, teacher
learning communities, and common planning time for educato¥g.

3) Opportunities for partnerships with nonprofit organizati®gs: faith-
and community-based institutions; institutions of higher education, inchding

teacher preparation institutions; hospitals; museums; businesses; and other

O UITTCY CITUITICS TIdl CdIT PATUICT W C CHZI0IC OUT.
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undgaployment, poverty. jobs that offer a living wage, health indicators, youth

employMent, access to parks, environmental hazards, crime, and gang activity.

5) A%¢ommunity school plan, which shall include a description of the
following:
A) how tfg community school director and, as applicable

community school initia%ve director will be expected to fulfill their

responsibilities under subdivigions (a)(2) and (a)(3) of this section;

(B) the collaborative 1e%dership and practices structures and

strategies;

(C) the integrated student suppts. expanded and enriched learning

time and opportunities, and active family andommunity engagement

activities that will be tailored to the needs and assWs assessment under

subdivision (1) of this subsection (¢e) and provided in &cordance with the

activities under subdivision (f)(1) of this section;

(D) how the eligible school will provide culturally aMg linguisticall

relevant communication between schools and families;

E) how the eligible school will establish and maintain partn&ships

with nonprofit organizations, faith- and community-based institutions,
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imPkement and sustain the community school plan:

F) how activities chosen will reinforce, and not be duplicative of,

existing profgams and activities at the eligible school; and

(G) it'®pplicable, a description of the federal, State, local, and private

funds that will be acqessed.

() Activities for impéementation and renewal grants.

1) Programming, serWces, and activities in this subsection shall be

tailored to school and communitWneeds as identified in the needs and assets

assessment and community school p[%n under subsection (e) of this section.

As a condition of receipt of funds, eligibMapplicants shall, for each eligible

school:

A) provide a community school directo%and. as applicable, a

district-level community school initiative director to cgordinate services across

eligible schools;

B) establish or maintain a school-based leadership t8&m and teacher
learning communities and, for the supervisory union, a communitygwvide

leadership team;

(C) implement at least two of the following integrated student

UP PO
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sch¥§pl or provided in the community, including primary health; dental care;

and meMgal health, including trauma-informed care;

ii) access to nutrition services, including access to additional

meals or assistaMge in accessing food assistance programs;

(ii1) acA®ss to programs that provide assistance to students who

have been chronically aBgent, suspended, or expelled:

(ID) mentorindand other youth development programs;

(II) programs tha%support positive school climates;

(III) juvenile crime pMgvention and rehabilitation programs;

(IV) specialized instructidgal support services;

(V) _homeless prevention servies;

(VD) developmentally appropriate ®hysical education;

VII) legal services, including immigragion-related legal

SCIvices,

(VIII) dropout prevention programs; and

(IX) transportation services necessary for students ¥ access

integrated student support services, expanded and enriched learning tirMe and
opportunities, family and community engagement activities, or other servi

dliU d \% C CIC CU WV UPPU C UCVCIOUP C U LUUIC
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oppPartunities, which may include additional academic instruction; before-

school, ¥terschool, and summer learning programs; mentorship programs: job

training; int&gnships; apprenticeships; and service-learning opportunities, and

provide time for%he community school director, school staff, the school-based

leadership team. and W&thers to plan, coordinate, and integrate these

opportunities; and

(E) implement at lea% two active family and community engagement

strategies, which may include:

(1) on-site early childhood®are and education programs;

(i1) home visitation services byMeachers and other professionals;

(1i1) access to adult education, incli¥ing instruction in English as a

second language, GED, financial literacy, or credit r&overy programs;

(iv) access to job search and preparation serWces and career

advancement activities;

(v)_access to legal services, such as help with green c%d or

citizenship preparation;

vi) access to programs that aid family and community well-b%
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litékacy. provide volunteer opportunities, promote inclusion in school-based

leadersMip teams, and empower and strengthen families and communities;

viii) provide other programming or services designed to meet

school and con®nunity needs identified in the needs and assets assessment,

which may also satl&fy requirements under subdivisions (1)(C), (1)(D), and

(1)(E) of this subsectiof(f); and

(ix) publicly d%close the results of an annual self-assessment

based on information under sullgection (e) of this section.

(2) Required activities shall Wot be duplicative of existing programs and

activities.

(g)_Evaluation.

(1) At the end of the initial three-year grét period of an implementation

award and every third year in which a renewal gramends, each eligible school

shall undergo an evaluation designed by the Agency of%gducation. The

evaluation shall include, at a minimum, information under $bdivisions (e)(1)

and (e)(2) and subdivision (f)(1) of this section, including the 1Mgpact on

academic achievement and opportunities, school climate, integratedystudent
supports, expanded and enriched learning time and opportunities, activ@famil

and community engagement strategies, the collaborative leadership and

PIACTICTS 11T PIdCT, dlld CHAITPOS 111 SCHOOT SPUHUTITE.
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repW@rt to the General Assembly and the Governor on the impact of the

CommMgpity Schools Act and its grant program. The report shall be made

publicly av@ilable on the Agency of Education’s website. The Agency of

Education shalMprovide data gathered, in the aggregate and disaggregate,

under subdivision (§)(1) of this section for each eligible school and present the

data in such a manner Mat allows it to be easily searchable. As applicable, the

Agency of Education shall'Wake recommendations to the General Assembl

the Governor, and the public cOgcerning possible revisions to the State’s

funding formula, particularly for tif§ highest-poverty supervisory unions in the

State.
Sec. 4. APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of law tO&he contrary, $1.529.000.00 is

appropriated from the Education Fund to the Agen® of Education for fiscal

ear 2022 designated for community schools under 16 %S.A. § 4032.

(b) The Agency of Education may set aside:

1) not more than 10 percent of funds for informational #ad technical

assistance for eligible applicants and eligible schools under 16 V.S.

§ 4032(b); and
(2) not more than five percent of funds for the evaluations required
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Sec. 1. SHORT TITLE

This act shall be called the “Community Schools Act.”

Sec. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

(a) Findings. The General Assembly finds that:

(1) Every child should be able to grow up and have the opportunity to

achieve their dreams and contribute to the well-being of society. Every child

deserves a public school that fully delivers on that promise.

(2) According to the National Center for Education Statistics, more than

half of the nation’s schoolchildren live in low-income households, meaning

they qualify for free or reduced-price lunch, a percentage that has risen

steadily in recent decades. According to the Vermont Agency of Education, an

average of 38 percent of students across all supervisory unions during the

2019-2020 school vear qualified for free or reduced-price lunch. As a result,

some schoolchildren face more challenges than others in succeeding in school

and in life.

(3)  Community schools facilitate the coordination of comprehensive

programs _and services that are carefully selected to meet the unique needs of

students _and families, such as substance misuse, lack of stable housing,
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inadequate medical and dental care, hunger, trauma, and exposure to violence,

so students can do their best.

(4) According to research reports from the Learning Policy Institute, the

four key pillars of the community schools approach, which are integrated

student supports, expanded and enriched learning time and opportunities,

active family and community engagement, and collaborative leadership and

practices, promote conditions and practices found in high-quality schools as

well as address out-of-school barriers to learning.

(5) This research also shows that community school interventions can

result in improvements in a variety of student outcomes, including attendance,

academic _achievement (including reducing racial and economic achievement

gaps), and high school graduation rates, and can meet the Every Student

Succeeds Act standard of ‘“‘evidence-based” approaches to support schools

identified for comprehensive and targeted support and intervention.

(6) Research also shows that these programs offer a strong return on

investment. According to impact studies, each dollar invested in a community

coordinator position returns approximately $7.00 in net benefits to the school

(Return _on Investment of a Community School Coordinator: A Case Study;

APEX and Community School Partnership; 2019). Every dollar invested in

programs _and__support (including medical, dental, and social services;

afterschool and summer enrichment; parent engagement; and early childhood
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services) can yvield up to $15.00 in return (Community Schools as an Effective

School Improvement Strategy: A Review of the Evidence; Anna Maier, Julia

Daniel, Jeannie Oakes, and Livia Lam; 2017).

(7) According to the Learning Policy Institute, “establishing community

schools” is one of 10 recommended strategies for restarting and rethinking the

role of public education in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Community

schools serve as resource hubs that provide a broad range of easily accessed,

well-coordinated supports and services that help students and families with

increasingly complex needs.

(8)  Community schools have been established in many states and

settings, from New York City to Chicago and Los Angeles. But the approach

has also been successful in rural communities. In McDowell County, West

Virginia (population 22,000), community schools are part of a public-private

partnership, a collaboration between state government, nonprofit agencies,

businesses, and philanthropic foundations, that aims to “make educational

12

improvement the route to a brighter economic future.”’ The national nonprofit

Rural School and Community Trust is an active advocate for expanding this

model in rural areas, calling the relationship between good schools and

thriving communities “crucial.” In Vermont, a growing number of schools are

implementing or exploring the model, from Molly Stark Elementary in

Bennington, which offers school-based health services, extended hours,
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summer school, and family learning activities, to the school-based health

center in Winooski.

(b) Purpose. This law is enacted to support a demonstration grant

program_for the implementation of community school programs that provide

students with equitable access to a high-quality education.

Sec. 3. COMMUNITY SCHOOLS; DEMONSTRATION GRANT
PROGRAM

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Community school coordinator’ means a person who:

(4) is a full-time or part-time staff member serving in an eligible

school or in a school district or supervisory union with an eligible school and

appointed in accordance with Vermont law; and

(B) is responsible for the identification, implementation, and

coordination of a community school program, subject to the operational and

reporting structure of the community school coordinator’s employer.

(2) “Community school program’ means a program offered at a public

elementary or secondary school that includes all four of the following:

(A) integrated student supports, which address out-of-school barriers

to learning through partnerships with social and health service agencies and

providers, coordinated by a community school coordinator, which may include

access to services such as medical, dental, vision care, and mental health
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services, or access to counselors to assist with housing, transportation,

nutrition, immigration, or criminal justice issues,

(B) expanded and enriched learning time and opportunities, which

may include before-school, afterschool, weekend, and summer programs, that

provide additional academic instruction, individualized academic support,

enrichment activities, and learning opportunities that emphasize real-world

learning and community problem-solving and that may include art, music,

drama, creative writing, hands-on experience with engineering or science,

tutoring and homework help, and recreational programs that enhance and are

consistent with the school’s curriculum,

(C) active family and community engagement, which brings students’

families and the community into the school as partners in children’s education

and makes the school a community hub, providing adults with a facility to

access _educational opportunities they want, which may include coordinating

services with outside providers to offer English as a second language classes,

green _card or citizenship preparation, computer skills, art, financial literacy,

career counseling, job skills training, services for substance misuse, and other

programs_that bring community members into the building for meetings or

events; and

(D) collaborative leadership and practices, which build a culture of

professional learning, collective trust, and shared responsibility using
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strategies that shall, at a minimum, leverage the multitiered system of supports

and include a community school coordinator and a representative of families

in the community, and may include school, school district, and other

leadership or governance teams; teacher learning communities; and other staff

to _manage the multiple, complex, joint work of school and community

organizations.

(3)  “Demonstration grant’’ _means a_grant provided to an eligible

applicant under this section.

(4) “Eligible applicant” means either a school district with an eligible

school or supervisory union with an eligible school.

(5) “Eligible school” means a public elementary or secondary school

(A) _has a student body where at least 40 percent of students are

eligible for free or reduced-price lunch under the Richard B. Russell National

School Lunch Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1751 et seq.; or

(B) _has been identified for comprehensive or equity support and

intervention under Section 1111(c)(4)(D) of the Elementary and Secondary

Education Act of 1965 or otherwise identified by the State as in need of

additional support.
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(b) Demonstration grant authorization. The Secretary of Education is

authorized to provide annual demonstration grants of up to $110,000.00 a year

for a period of three years for each eligible applicant to:

(1) hire a community school coordinator to develop and implement a

community school program, or

(2) designate a community school coordinator from existing personnel

and _augment work already being performed to develop and implement a

community school program.

(c) Grant administration.

(1) The Secretary of Education shall administer the demonstration grant

program_under this section. The Secretary shall develop the demonstration

grant application, determine grant amounts, and provide grant funding on or

before September 1 of each of 2021, 2022, and 2023 to successful applicants.

The Secretary may deny or reduce second- and third-vear grant funding if the

Secretary finds that the applicant has made insufficient progress towards

developing and implementing a community school program.

(2) The Agency of Education shall inform supervisory unions of the

availability of demonstration grants under this act and provide technical

assistance to eligible applicants in applying for these funds. The Agency of

Education shall also advise eligible applicants of other sources of funding that

may be available to advance the purpose of this act.
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(d) Use of grant funding.

(1) An eligible applicant shall use the demonstration grant funding to

hire a community school coordinator to develop and implement a community

school program or to designate a community school coordinator from existing

personnel and augment work already being performed to develop and

implement a community school program.

(2) If the funding is used to hire a community school coordinator, then

during the first vear of demonstration grant funding, the community school

coordinator _shall conduct a needs and assets assessment of the school to

determine what is necessary to develop a community school program and an

action plan to implement the community school program. During the second

and_third vears of demonstration grant funding, the community school

coordinator _shall oversee the implementation of the community school

program.

(e) Evaluation.

(1) At the end of each vear of grant funding, each eligible applicant that

received grant funding shall undergo an evaluation designed by the Agency of

Education.

(2) On or before each of December 15, 2022 and 2024, the Agency of

Education shall report to the General Assembly and the Governor on the
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impact of the demonstration grant program. The report shall be made publicly

available on the Agency of Education’s website.

ADDDODDI] A QA ) AT

aW The Secretary of Education shall use $1,529,000.00 of the amount

allocated tOghe Agency of Education from the Elementary and Secondary

School Emergency®Relief Fund pursuant to Section 313 of the Consolidated

Appropriations Act, 202 "ub. L. No. 116260 for the demonstration grants to

be funded on or before Septem®g 1 of each of 2021, 2022, and 2023 under

Sec. 3 of this act.

(b) The Agency of Education may set asid®

(1) not more than one percent of funds for inMgmational assistance and

technical assistance, such as assistance with applying foMgrant funding and

use of grant funding, for eligible applicants under Sec. 3 of this a8 and

(2) not more than two percent of funds for the evaluations rgyired

urtucr cC. U 4 U

Sec. 4. APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS

(a) The Secretary of Education shall use $3,399,000.00 of the amount

allocated to the Agency of Education from the American Rescue Plan Act of

2021 pursuant to Section 2001(H)(1), 2021, Pub. L. No. 117-2 for the

demonstration grants to be funded on or before September 1 of each of 2021,

2022, and 2023 under Sec. 3 of this act.
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(b) The Agency of Education may set aside:

(1) not more than one percent of the funds appropriated under

subsection (a) of this section for each of fiscal yvears 2022, 2023, and 2024 for

informational and technical assistance, such _as assistance with _applving for

grant funding and use of grant funding, for eligible applicants as defined

under Sec. 3 of this act; and

(2) not more than two percent of the funds appropriated under subsection (a)

of this section for each of fiscal vears 2022, 2023, and 2024 for the evaluations

required under Sec. 3 of this act.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.




