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This act summary is provided for the convenience of the public and members of the General
Assembly. It is intended to provide a general summary of the act and may not be
exhaustive. It has been prepared by the staff of the Office of Legislative Counsel without
input from members of the General Assembly. It is not intended to aid in the interpretation
of legislation or to serve as a source of legislative intent.

Act No. 159 (S.201). Fish and wildlife; trapping; best management practices

An act relating to best management practices for trapping

This act requires the Commissioner of Fish and Wildlife to submit to the
General Assembly recommended best management practices (BMPs) for trapping
that propose criteria and equipment designed to modernize trapping and improve
the welfare of animals subject to trapping programs. The BMPs shall be based on
investigation and research conducted by the Department of Fish and Wildlife and
shall use the “Best Management Practices for Trapping in the United States”
issued by the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies as the minimum
standards for BMP development. After submission of the BMPs, the act requires
the Fish and Wildlife Board to revise the rules regulating the trapping of
furbearing animals in the State so that the rules are at least as stringent as the
BMPs for trapping recommended by the Commissioner of Fish and Wildlife.

Effective Date: June 1, 2022
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