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As an Essex Town Selectboard member, | learned of backroom deals between town staff and a developer to trade land in exchange for
approval of extensive development. Neither my colleagues nor the Town planning commission were interested in what | found.

Fragmenting a Forest - Legally!
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E Death by a thousand cuts

Saxon Hill Forest, circa 2003. See some of
the former reservoirs for Essex Junction.

This building has
been empty and
for sale for
several years.

Saxon Hill Forest was formerly public
land. Now much is privately owned
with increased development occurring.
The bike trails are popular.

Saxon Hill Forest, circa 2018. Since then,
there has been even more development.




E Turning forest lands into “non-performing asphalt”

Previous entrance to a former IBM In the last several years, large Former IBM offices were located to the
building complete with limited parking lot warehouses have been built with left. Now (2020), large warehouses

with shade trees. acres of impervious surfaces. dominate the land.




m An unvirtuous cycle

Forest — Sand pit —— Reforestation —— Deforestation —— Solar

Previously forested land had been turned into a sand pit. Reforestation efforts had begun, but then the land was cleared for
solar installation development, which is now even larger than shown below.

Saxon Hill Forest - sand pit 2017

Saxon Hill Forest - solar field




Naming roads after that which we destroy may temporarily salve our
conscilences but does nothing to preserve the Earth.
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