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February 25, 2019 

 

To: Senate Government Operations Committee 

From:   David Herlihy, Executive Director 

 

Re:  S.233  

 

1.  This is to provide the position of the Board of Medical Practice (the Board) regarding the portions of S. 233 

that apply to the Board.  The Board strongly opposes lines 1-4 on page 21 of the “as introduced” version of the 

bill.  The Board has discussed that provision with interested parties and came to an agreement regarding 

language that the Board will not oppose.  That language has been shared with Legislative Council staff.  It 

changes lines 1-4 on page 21 as seen below.  Paragraph (2) here would be inserted and paragraph (2) in the “as 

introduced” version would become (d)(3).    

 

(1)  The Board shall have an endorsement process that requires not more  than three years of practice in good 

standing in another jurisdiction regardless  of whether that jurisdiction has licensing requirements substantially 

similar to  those of this State, so long as the applicant meets the following postgraduate training requirements:   

(a) A graduate of a U.S. or Canadian medical school accredited by a body that is acceptable to the 

Board must have successfully completed at least two years of postgraduate training in a U.S. or 

Canadian program accredited by an organization that is acceptable to the Board; or 

(b) A graduate of a Board-approved medical school outside the United States or Canada must have 

successfully completed at least three years of postgraduate training in a U.S. or Canadian 

program accredited by an organization that is acceptable to the Board.  
(2) If the Board determines that three years of demonstrated practice in  another specific jurisdiction is not adequately 

protective of the public, it shall provide its  rationale to the Commissioner, who may propose any necessary 

statutory or rule  amendments in order to implement more restrictive requirements for  endorsement for that 

jurisdiction.  

 

 

2.  The Board does not welcome these proposed changes.  The Board believes that the licensing standards used 

to determine which physicians qualify to practice in Vermont are appropriate and protect Vermont patients.  

Vermont’s standards have not interfered with having a robust physician workforce.  With 629 licensed 

physicians per 100,000 population, Vermont has the third best ratio of all US states.  The national ratio is 285 

licensed physicians per 100,000 population.  This data is from the most recent version of the Federation of State 

Medical Boards (FSMB) U.S. Medical Regulatory Trends and Actions, which was published in 2018.  
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from medical school, and for the school to be accredited; for the applicant to have completed at least 2 years of 

approved graduate medical education (residency) if a graduate of a US or Canadian medical school, and 3 years 

of approved graduate medical education if a graduate of a medical school outside of the US or Canada; and for 

the applicant to complete the licensing exams within a limited number of years and attempts.  There are states 

that do not require applicants to have completed medical school, but instead require only 2 years.  Attachment 

B, FSMB table, Requirements for Licensure of U.S. Medical/Osteopathic School Graduates. There are states 

that require only one year of graduate medical education.  And there are states that do not have any limits on the 

number of years or attempts it takes to pass the United States Medical Licensing Exam.  Attachment C, FSMB 

table, Administration of the U.S. Medical Licensing Examination Step 3: Time Limits for Completion.  The 

Board believes that the current standards for education, training, and passing the USMLE exclude those 

physicians who are least capable of providing safe, quality care to Vermont patients.  The great majority of 

physicians meet our existing standards, and obviously the standards have not interfered with the ability to have 

an adequate physician workforce.  For those reasons, the Board believes that the best course of action would be 

not to deny Vermont patients the protection of qualitative licensing standards.   
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Table 4
Physicians with an Active License by State

a. State counts are based
licenses were excluded

b. lJ.S. Census Bureau, population Dlvjsion, July 2017
c Physician counts by state do not add up to 97o,o9o because some physicians maintain active licenses in more than one jurisdlciion.
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AK
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AZ-O
AR Graduate lrom accredrted medrcal scnool. lt shorter or longer than term of school. applicant must explain

CA-M years/ 32 montns/4000 nours

cA-o
co Graduate 01 an approved medrcal college

CT l-orergn medrcal graduates only, depending on medical School and months attended

DE ljegree of lJoctor of l\4edrcrne or Doctor ot Osteopathy, or an equivallent degree, from a legally incorporated medical college or school in the U.S. or Cananda which is
approved bv AN4A or AOA

DC Graduate trom a recognrzed medrcal school.

FL-M A physicran wfio graduated trom medical school afer October l-, 1992 is required to have completed 2 academic years of preprofessional, postsecondary education which shall
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Requirements for Licensure of U.S. Medical/Osteopathic School Graduates 1
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Administration of the U.s. Medical Licensing Examination step 3:
Time Limits for Completion 1
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