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Recent	History	

	
	
	

•  Jus3ce	For	All	and	Black	Lives	Ma6er	Interview	the	candidates	on	racial	jus>ce	issues	
and	the	cons>tu>onal	amendment		6/16	–	8/16	

•  The	Vermont	Democra3c	Party	places	a	posi>on	to	remove	slavery	from	the	
Cons>tu>on	on	the	PlaQorm	-	8/16	

	
	“The	Vermont	Democra>c	Party	will	work	to	amend	Ar>cle	I	of	the	Vermont	Cons>tu>on	to	clarify	that	slavery	
	in	any	form	is	absolutely	prohibited.”	

	
•  The	Racial	Jus3ce	Reform	Coali3on	requests	the	Senate	leadership	to	urge	the	2019	

Senate	to	propose	a	cons>tu>onal	amendment,	removing	slavery.		No	Response.	-	3/18	
•  The	Racial	Jus>ce	Reform	Coali>on	submits	a	second	request	to	Senate	leadership.	

Refused		-	4/18.			
•  The	Racial	jus3ce	Reform	Coali3on	requests	the	House		introduce	a	proposal,	urging	

the	2019	Senate	to	introduce	a	cons>tu>onal	Amendment	to	remove	slavery.		Rep	Cina	
sponsors	(with	63	other	representa>ves)	H.R.25.	The	Resolu>on	dies	in	Government	
Opera>ons	Commi`ee.	5/18	



More	Recent	History	
	
•  The	Vermont	Democra3c	Party	reaffirms	its	posi3on	on	prohibi>ng	slavery	by	accep>ng	

the	language	in	its	plaQorm	for	the	second	consecu>ve	PlaQorm	Conven>on.	-	8/18	
•  Jus3ce	For	All	and	the	Racial	Jus3ce	Alliance	(formerly	the	Racial	Jus>ce	Reform	

Coali>on)	put	forward	language	for	a	proposal	for	the	Cons>tu>onal	Amendment,	to	
removing	slavery.	-	9/18	

•  The	Vermont	League	of	Ci3es	and	Towns	unanimously	passes	a	resolu>on,	expressing	
their	desire	that	the	cons>tu>on	be	amended	to	reflect	"Slavery	and	involuntary	
Servitude	in	all	forms	are	prohibited”	

•  The	Senate,	by	Senator	Ingram	(and	23	other	Senators)	introduces	PR.2	a	proposal	to	
amend	the	cons>tu>on,	removing	slavery.	-	1/19	

•  Tes>mony	opens	for	PR.2	in	Senate	Government	Opera>ons	Commi`ee.	1/19		
•  The	Vermont	Episcopal	Diocese	Council	Unanimously	approves	the	release	of	a	le`er	to	

the	Senate	Government	Opera>ons	Commi`ee,	suppor>ng	PR.2.	2/19	
•  The	Governors	Workforce	Equity	and	Diversity	Council	unanimously	vote	in	favor	of	PR.

2.	2/19	

	



Jacobs	vs	Vermont	Supreme	Court		

The	Vermonter,	State	Magazine,	Volume	19,	May	–	June	1914	-	Judge	Jacob	and	His	Dinah	

2)		The	case	was	about	Jacobs	defraying	health	
expenses	and	suppor>ng	his	now	blind	and	
aged	former	alleged	slave.	The	case	was	about	
money,	not	the	Cons3tu3on!	

3)		The	sales	receipt	was	challenged	and	the	
the	ques>on	turned	to	the	“validity	or	
opera>ve	force	of	the	sales	receipt.			

1)		Jacobs	was	a	Judge	on	the	Supreme	Court.	
He	recused	himself	from	the	Supreme	
Court	and	his	two	colleagues	ruled	in	the	case		

4)		Judge	Tyler	said	that	the	Vermont	
cons>tu>on	prohibited	Slavery	and	deemed	
the	sales	receipt	inadmissible.	

5)		The	claim	was	withdrawn	with	court	costs	
assessed	to	the	plain>ff		

6)		The	ques>on	in	this	case	was	NEVER	to	
rule	on	“does	the	cons>tu>on	prohibit	
slavery”			

Not	a	decision	determining	the	cons>tu>onality	of	slavery	

The	ques>on	of	slavery	was	a	technicality		



Recommenda>ons	
•  Focus	founda>on	of	“addressing	systemic	racism	in	our	state	laws	and	ins3tu3ons”	
•  Remove	“or	bound	by	law	for	the	payment	of	debts,	damages,	fines,	costs,	or	the	like.”	

–  This	language	supports	the	criminaliza>on	of	poverty	
–  13	V.S.A.	§	7180		Remedies	for	failure	to	pay	fines,	costs,	surcharges,	and	penal>es:		Incarcera3on	
–  Relega>on	from	slavery	to	servitude,	which	is	modern	day	trafficking		
–  With	wealth	of	whites	being	13	>mes	that	of	blacks	

•  Replace	the	language	of	“Freemen”	and	“Freewomen”	in	Chapter	II.	§42	
•  Immediately	address	cons>tu>onal	amendment	general	referendum	language		

–  17	V.S.A		Ch.	§32	-	Remove	16	instances	of	“Freemen	and	Freewomen”	
–  Senate	Rule	84		

•  Ini>ate	a	Joint	Resolu>on	
–  Applica>on	under	US	cons>tu>on	
–  Rescinding	and	replace	the	13th	Amendment		
–  Slavery	is	prohibited,	without	excep>on	in	the	United	States	

	



Recommenda3ons	
1.		Adopt	the	language	we	originally	offered		

	“Ar>cle	1.	[All	persons	born	free;	their	natural	rights;	slavery	prohibited]	
	
“That	all	persons	are	born	equally	free	and	independent,	and	have	certain	natural,	inherent,	
and	unalienable	rights,	amongst	which	are	the	enjoying	and	defending	life	and	liberty,	
acquiring,	possessing	and	protec>ng	property,	and	pursuing	and	obtaining	happiness	and	
safety;	therefore	no	person	born	in	this	country,	or	brought	from	over	sea,	ought	to	be	
holden	by	law,	to	serve	any	person	as	a	servant,	slave	or	appren>ce,	aoer	arriving	to	the	age	
of	twenty-one	years,	unless	bound	by	the	person’s	own	consent,	aoer	arriving	to	such	age,	
or	bound	by	law	for	the	payment	of	debts,	damages,	fines,	costs,	or	the	like.”	
	
“VOTER	QUALIFICATIONS	OF	FREEMEN	AND	FREEWOMEN	OATH”	
	
42.	[VOTER’S	QUALIFICATIONS	AND	OATH]	



Recommenda3ons	
Amend	3	V.S.A	§	2311	-		Add	Popula>on	Level	Quality	of	Life	Outcome	
	
Recommended:		Black	Vermonters	are	propor0onately	represented	and	treated	fairly	.	
	


