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September 17, 2020

Chairman Michael Sirotkin

Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs
Vermont General Assembly

115 State Street

Montpelier, VT 05633-5301

Re: Support H.99, prohibits the trade in parts and products of imperiled species
Dear Chair Sirotkin, Vice Chair Clarkson, and Members of the Committee,

In September 2018 it was reported that nearly 90 elephants were found dead near the Okavango Delta
wildlife sanctuary in Botswana.' This poaching incident is particularly shocking because, according to the
Great Elephant Census, Botswana is home to the largest remaining elephant population in the world.
This massacre underscores the deplorable state of the global crisis that is driving poachers to slaughter
animals across the planet at a quickening rate. It’s overwhelmingly clear that the world must do
everything possible to protect elephants and other wild animals threatened by the illegal wildlife trade
before they disappear forever.

The illegal wildlife trade is a multibillion-dollar global industry that affects millions of animals and
communities around the world. Wild animals such as elephants and rhinos are killed in massive numbers
and suffer from horrific cruelty. Poachers brutally kill elephants and harvest their tusks, sometimes while
the animal is still alive. Animals are not the only casualty in the global poaching and trafficking epidemic.
More than a thousand wildlife rangers have been killed during the last decade, disrupting families and
weakening the social and economic foundations of vulnerable communities. Criminal syndicates profit
from trafficking of imperiled species products and undermine the rule of law. Market demand for wildlife
products drives the killing of iconic animals and provides an incentive for wildlife trafficking.

H.99 will stop the sale of parts and products of covered species, including cheetah, elephant, giraffe,
hippopotamus, jaguar, leopard, lion, mammoth, mastodon, pangolin, ray, rhinoceros, sea turtle, shark,
tiger, and whale, within Vermont and ensure that our residents do not contribute to the illegal wildlife
trade. H.99 aligns with national and international conservation measures. Wildlife smugglers exploit
insufficient enforcement controls so that they can launder illicit wildlife products into the marketplace.
Sales of otherwise legal wildlife products stimulate demand for illegal products. Local measures are a
critical tool to close the gaps that international and federal authorities do not have the capacity to
address. By approving H.99, Vermont will join the states of California, Hawaii, lllinois, Minnesota, Nevada,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, and Washington that have adopted laws to close their
markets to products of imperiled species.

"



https://www.npr.org/2018/09/03/644340279/nearly-90-elephants-found-dead-near-botswana-sanctuary-killed-by-poachers
https://www.npr.org/2018/09/03/644340279/nearly-90-elephants-found-dead-near-botswana-sanctuary-killed-by-poachers

