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Seat Belt Compliance
Introduction
Seat belt laws are divided into two categories: primary and secondary. Primary
enforcement allows a police officer to stop and take an action if he or she observes a
violation. A secondary law, such as Vermont’s seatbelt law, is described below:
This section be enforced only if a law enforcement officer has detained the
operator of a motor vehicle for another suspected traffic violation. An
operator shall not be subject to the penalty established in this section
unless the operator is required to pay a penalty for the primary violation.
23 V.S.A. § 1259(e)
•

34 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands have primary seat belt laws for front
seat occupants. Of these:

•

18 states, D.C. and 2 territories include rear seats as primary enforcement.

•

4 states include rear seats as secondary enforcement.

•

12 states and the Virgin Islands do not include rear seats.

•

15 states have secondary laws for adult front seat occupants. Of these:

•

6 states also have secondary laws for rear seats.

•

9 states do not include rear seats.

•

New Hampshire has enacted neither a primary nor a secondary seat belt law
for adults, although the state does have a primary child passenger safety law
that covers all drivers and passengers under 18. (Source GHSA Website,
Accessed February 2018)

Vermont
•

In 2018, 69 people died on the roadways of Vermont. Of those, 34 people
were not wearing seatbelts at the time of the crash. Further, 17 of those
people were either partially or totally ejected from the vehicle. FARS 2018
Data (FARS- Fatality Analysis Reporting System).
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Primary Seat Belt States
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Secondary Seat Belt States
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Research Sources
Center for Disease Control Motor Vehicle Facts: Seat Belts
https://www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/seatbelts/index.html

Insurance Institute of Highway Safety
http://www.iihs.org/iihs/topics/t/safety-belts/topicoverview

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Website State Specific Highway Safety Data:
https://cdan.nhtsa.gov/STSI.htm

State of Maine Seat Belt Compliance Study
NHTSA Evaluation of PBL 2010.pdf

State of Minnesota Seat Belt Analysis Study/Medical Costs
Minnesota Seat Belt Report.pdf

Vermont State Highway Safety Office – Behavioral Safety Unit
http://ghsp.vermont.gov/
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