Testimony in Support of bill S.113
Melinda Petter, April 25, 2018

Today | represent myself, and a group known as Sustainable Williston, and hundreds of other VT residents
who co-signed a letter which | wrote in support of bill S.113.

It’s complicated trying to find a clear solution to the problems posed by single-use plastics. Three main
factors to consider are: atmospheric carbon, plastics pollution, and economics. These three factors are bound
into a triangular relationship. If you research and select an optimum solution for one of these factors, there is
a good chance that you have compromised the ideal for the other two.

While we hope for a clear solution here, the available information is incomplete and tangled. For example:

= Denmarkin 2018, and the UK in 2011 issued seemingly comprehensive reports detailing the climate
impacts from the life cycle of various grocery bags. However, both specifically note that their studies do
not address the environmental impacts due to littering.

=  Australia published a 2016 report which does discuss environmental impacts on the marine environment
and provides a glimpse of the results of a previously implemented plastic bag control policy. But, instead
of identifying a best solution at this point, they list a variety of topics for further research.

= |nregards to plastics pollution, the media is rife with images of litter, sea life entangled with plastics,
whales starved due to ingestion of plastics. But how does one weigh the effect of the death of a whale?
Do we use a dollar or ethical scale? How do we compute the impact of plastics waste on a remote beach?

=  When considering economics, perhaps we should remember that plastic bags are made from crude oil.
US taxpayers pay $15 billion as direct subsidies to oil companiesl, plus an additional $81 billion® which
our federal government provides in the form of military support to protect oil companies around the
globe. This $81 billion represents 16-20% of the Defense Department’s annual budgetg, and does not
even include the full cost of any wars related to oil production. “Obligations to veterans, debt service,
lost lives” might total $4-6 trillion dollars®. We all pay for these externalities. So, it’s not just a cheap
plastic bag when you include all the costs.

Yes, it’s very complicated.

Back to the triangle: atmospheric carbon, plastics pollution, and economics. While there is not a clear,
comprehensive solution which optimizes each of these factors, there is an action we can take, one action
which overall shrinks the size of the triangle. And that action is simply to reduce the use of single-use plastics
by passing bill S.113.

| am here today to present a letter signed by nearly 350 residents from 40 different towns in VT. We all
strongly support your efforts to regulate single use plastics in VT, and to do so this session.

! NRDC, 2018, https://www.nrdc.org/experts/danielle-droitsch/time-us-end-fossil-fuel-subsidies

2 CNBC, 2018, https://www.cnbc.com/2018/09/21/us-spends-81-billion-a-year-to-protect-oil-supplies-report-
estimates.html

® CNBC, 2018, https://www.cnbc.com/2018/09/21/us-spends-81-billion-a-year-to-protect-oil-supplies-report-
estimates.html

4 VOX, 2018, https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2018/9/21/17885832/0il-subsidies-military-
protection-supplies-safe
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State of Vermont

Vermont State House

115 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05633-5301

Re: Testimony in support of S.113 - An act relating to the prohibition of plastic carryout bags,
expanded polystyrene food service products, and single-use plastic straws.

To Vermont Legislators,

We, the undersigned residents of Vermont are ready to be
DONE WITH SINGLE USE PLASTICS!

We support bill S.113 AND make the following recommendations:

= Divide bill S.113 into two separate bills in order to take timely action:
o Move forward on the prohibition of banning single use plastic bags and implement
Straws Upon Request this year.
o Create a second, companion bill carving out the study and ban on expanded
polystyrene food service products. This initiative deserves study AND it should not
hold up action on the other components of S.113

= Redefine single-use plastic carry out bags to be those having a thickness of less than 4 mils.
The current version of the bill identifies a bag thickness of 2.25 mils as the line between
single-use and reusable. The 2.25 mils cutoff allows stores to hand out slightly thicker
single-use bags, which will likely add to landfill waste and plastic litter. A 4 mil minimum
thickness will help close this loophole. A 4 mil limit has already been implemented by at
least 25 cities in California, Massachusetts, Oregon, Rhode Island, and Texas.”

= Require paper bags to have recycled content. California requires "at least 40% post-

consumer recycled content".® This lowers the environmental impact from paper bag use,

and increases demand for recycled paper.

= Expand the minimum fee on paper bags to also apply to any plastic bags which still may be
available for carryout.

Sincerely,

Vermont Residents

® http://www.retailcrc.org/RegGuidance/rcracompliance/Pages/bagMatrix.aspx
® https://www.sierraclub.org/massachusetts/designing-and-implementing-bag-laws
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