March 7, 2019
ATTN: House Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife
RE: H. 357
My name is Dylan Bruce and I am writing in support of H. 357 – a bill on wanton waste.
I am a 9th generation Vermonter, a hunter, and environmentalist. I lived in New York while pursuing a
baccalaureate degree in sociology, and then in Colorado for a graduate degree in research and policy. I now own
a house in Montpelier, though I am originally from Addison County: I grew up in the Green Mountain National
Forest in Ripton, the farmlands of Shoreham, and the college town Middlebury.
Like many native Vermonters, I was enrolled in a hunter education course at a young age and received a .22
caliber rifle before my 9th birthday. Without a doubt, hunting is engrained in our State’s culture. Yet, hunting
licenses are in decline. As per the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department’s Strategic Plan 2017-2021:
State fish and wildlife agencies across the country are experiencing a decline in traditional
constituents and in many cases a concurrent decline in license sales and funding. Historically,
Vermont Fish & Wildlife has been funded almost exclusively from these core constituents even
though the mission is much broader and the department’s work benefits all Vermonters. The
department will need to maintain its relevancy with all Vermonters to ensure future funding
and credibility in the eyes of all Vermonters.1
Through my studies and travels I have met folks from all backgrounds. The subject of food ethics has always
been an interest of mine. More often than not, opponents of hunting feel that hunting is unethical. In many
cases, they are not wrong. However, food ethics is the reason that I still hunt: I want know where my meat
comes from, that the animal did not suffer a cruel death, and that nothing goes to waste.
I support the idea of wanton waste regulation because this is just good common sense. It would appear as if the
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department agrees. Attached is a photocopy from the Vermont Fish and Wildlife
Department’s 2018 Hunting & Trapping Guide. This page encourages hunters to display ethical behavior:
For a hunter or trapper, there may be nothing more self-fulfilling than the successful harvest of a
game animal that you have pursued. But before you post about your success on social media, stop
and ask yourself a few simple questions. Am I displaying a positive, ethical image of hunting? Am
I showing the respect I have for the animal I just harvested? Social Media may be many people’s
only exposure to hunting, and thus may be their sole source for forming an impression of
this activity. Most hunters are mindful and ethical, but a single negative post can be spread
across Vermont and create a negative impression of hunting.2
The bottom line is that Vermont will not sell more hunting licenses by loosening requirements or finding new
animals to kill. Rather, we hunters must raise our collective standards to reinforce our community values. By
legislating ethics most of us already practice, we will ease the concerns of would-be hunters.
In my experience, non-hunting adults with an interest in hunting, are hesitant because of negative stereotypes.
Wanton waste regulation would ease these concerns. Vermont’s wildlife is a public trust resource. We hunters
exercise a privilege to harvest this resource. Dead animal collection requirements, disposal requirements, and
minimum meat harvesting laws, will prove to the non-hunting community that acts by bad apples are just that.
Thank you for your time,
Dylan Bruce
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