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high confidence in maintaining
biological diversity and
ecological processes into the
future.
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In parts of the state, riparian areas
are the only connections between
forest blocks

We need to restore riparian
vegetation Highest Priority Connectivity Blocks
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 Working farms and forests
 Nature’s benefits




e All the features are needed for ecological function.
e Unifies many aspects of conservation, without being prescriptive.

e Supports Vermont’s social and economic values.
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equitable to landowners
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Galvanizing public support

Social and financial support for landowners, allowing them
to continue good stewardship

Permanent conservation in key areas

Regulation at the town (Act 171) and state level
» Including “significant forest blocks” and “significant
connecting habitat” as Act 250 criteria is critical



Maps are a useful tool to focus all aspects of our
conservation work

All the map data is available on BioFinder website for
transparency and predictability



Highest Priority areas cover 67 percent of Vermont
» Contrast with wetlands (3%) and land over 2,500 feet
(~60,000 acres)

A work in progress and will continue to evolve as our
scientific understanding and technology improve



Suggestions for Act 250 (E. Sorenson only)

 We need criteria to consider development impacts to
“significant forest blocks” and “significant connecting
habitat”.

e Since VCD Highest Priority features cover such a large area,
jurisdictional triggers based on development activities
would be most effective. Activities include:

» Long roads
» Multiple lots
» Others??

 Towns with permanent zoning for forest blocks and habitat
connectors could have a higher threshold for number of lots
triggering Act 250.






