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Meandering is Longer

Longer is Flatter
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Winooski River.  Springston et. al. (2014)
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Too Straight = Too Steep = Erosion Too Curving = Too Flat = Channel Infilling Just Right = Self Maintaining Stable Channel
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• 5,000 River Miles 
Assessed. 

• 75% Disconnected from 
Their Floodplain.
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Socio-Economic Consequences
Flood Costs
1990’s Floods: $140M
Irene: 6 Lives Lost, $750M 
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Northeast Public Radio
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