PROPOSED LANGUAGE RE: SERVICE OF RELIEF FROM ABUSE

§ 1105. SERVICE
(a) A complaint or ex parte temporary order or final order issued under this chapter
shall be served in accordance with the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure and may be
served by any law enforcement officer. A court that issues an order under this chapter
during court hours shall promptly transmit the order electronically or by other means to a
law enforcement agency for service.
(b)(1) A defendant who attends a hearing held under section 1103 or 1104 of this title
at which a temporary or final order under this chapter is issued and who receives notice
from the court on the record that the order has been issued shall be deemed to have been
served. A defendant notified by the court on the record shall be required to adhere
immediately to the provisions of the order. However, even when the court has previously
notified the defendant of the order, the court shall transmit the order for additional service
by a law enforcement agency.
(2) An ex parte temporary order issued under this chapter shall remain in effect
until it is either dismissed by the court or the petition is denied at the final hearing. If a
final order is issued, the temporary order shall remain in effect until personal service of
the final order.
(c) Abuse orders shall be served by the law enforcement agency at the earliest
possible time and shall take precedence over other summonses and orders. Orders shall
be served in a manner calculated to ensure the safety of the plaintiff. Methods of service
that include advance notification to the defendant shall not be used. The person making

service shall file a return of service with the court stating the date, time, and place at
which the order was delivered personally to the defendant.
(d) If service of a notice of hearing issued under section 1103 or 1104 of this title
cannot be made before the scheduled hearing, the court shall continue the hearing and
extend the terms of the order upon request of the plaintiff for such additional time as it
deems necessary to achieve service on the defendant.
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