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St~tu~es ~f Limitati~n~ (~t~L} i~ fihe time in which a lawsuit i~ initiated by an injured ~er~on or victim. In most case 

there is ~ ~pe~ial circumstance, fihe ~t~L begins to run from the date of fihe o~curren~e that cawed the injury. Scat 

limitatior~~ ire en~cfied by the I~gi~lature, which might extend ar reduce time limits, bayed an cerfiain restrictions. 

According t~ the National tenter for Victims of Crime, nearly every Mate hay a basic susp~nsir~n of the statute of 
("~~lling"} fc~r civil ~ction~ while a person is a minor. NLany states have al~~ ad~pfied ad~i~ional extensions specifiic~ 
cases involving sex~~l abuse afi ~hildr~n. Extensions far filing civil actions for child ~exu~l abu~~ ire most often ~~ 
upon the di~c~very ru(e -- by the time the victim discovers the sexual abuse ar fihe re~lati~n~hi~ afithe conduct to th 
injuri~e~, the ordinary time limitation may have expired. This "delayed discovery" may be dui to emotional end ~syc 
trauma and is ofiten ~cc4mpani~d by repre~~ian of the memory ofi muse. child victims frequently ~c~ not discover t 
relationship of their psychological injuries to the abuse until wel! intca aduith~~d -- u~u~lly during the ~aur~e of psy~ 
~~un~~ling or therapy. They may n~~ even discover the fact of such abuse until fih~y undergo such therapy. 

Fir inforrr~~tion ~n the date Grimin~l Statues ~f ~.imitati~ns, please vi~ifi ~h~ I~~tional .As~~cia~ion fir the Prosecu~ 
~Ghild Abuse sta~ute~. 

T~TI~TES CAF ~t~l1T~►~"~~N 

STATES ~ITATIC)N EXTENDED SQL SUMMARY 

Alabama Ala. Code ~ 6~2-38 Alabama hay no s~~cial statute of limit~fiian~. 
Alabama supreme ~aur~ has refined to ado 
di~covery rule ar any provision to repressed n 

ms mu~~ ~e drought within 2 year; 
Continue Our online privacy policy • ' ~ ., i . ! • ' ~► • 

Alaska Alas~C~ Scat. ~ Alaska h~~ no sta~u~e ofi limitations fc~r felony 
X9.1 ~.~~~ abuse. However, under AS a9.1 Q.~~S, a pers~ 

bring an ~~tian at any time fc~r fe(any sexual a 
~ minor, or felony sexual assault. Alga, Al~sk~ 

Alaska ~tafi. ~ delayed di~c~very/realiZa~ion ~t~tute. A~ ~ ~~ 
~~. ~ ~.1 ~~ Dis~~very is defined ~~ when "thy lainfiiff d« 

or through use of reasonable diligence shaulc 
~~~~k~ ~~~~ di~~avered ~hafi fihe act cawed the injury or ct 

Arizona Yes, Minority Tolling Arizona does not have a special ~fiatute of lim 
for childhood sexual abuse. H~wev~r, in cert~ 
cases, i~ hay app(ie~ it st~tutc~ry minc~ri~y and 
"unsound mind" (Ari~c~n~ Statutes ~ '12~5U2} t 

~ravi~ions ~o the general tarp ~t~tute (AriZon~ 

h~~~:/f t~~~~t.f~~5~.r33~gJ~"~S~a~~~h~h~.l~"non-~~l"Utz:~5j5~~~~~-CfV3~~~~atc.1~~S~af-(iiYtit~~id~S-~ir~-~~ti~t~-S~x~~.~5px#C~~a~t ~j l~ j ~~3~ Z. i;~ PM 
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~ ~ 2-54~~ of limitations. 

Arkansas Ark. Stat. Ann. ~ 1 ~-5~- Yep 
130~a} 

~aliforni~ Ga. Giv. Penal Cade Yes 
8~3 {4} (A} 

Ca. Civ. Prac. Dade ~ 
3~Q.1 

Arkansas civil claims must be filed within 3 yE 
the discovery of childhood sexual abuse. 

SB 813, Leyva. hex offenses: statute of limits 

Existing law generally requires that the ~ros~ 
a ferny s~~ offen~~ be commenced within 
after the commission cif the offense. Under 
law, prosecution far the crimes of gape, Bodo 
ar lascivious acts, continuous sexual abuse +~ 
oral copulation, and se~cual ~+~netratior~, if c~ 
against a victim who way under 18 years of 
be commenced at any time prior to the vic~i 
birthday. Existing law all~w~ prosecution ofi ai 
punishable by death car by irr~~ri~onment fc~r 
life without the possibility of parole, or 
embezzlement of public money, to ~e camm 
any time. 

This bill would allow the prt~secuti~n t~f rape, 
lewd or la~civiaus acts, continuous sexual ak 
child, oral copulation, and sexual penetration 
committed under certain circumsfiances, as 
to be commenced at any time. The bill would 
these crimes committed after January '1 , 2~1 
crimes far which the sfiatute of lirr~itations the 
effect prior to January ~ , 2~ 17, has n~~ r~ 
January 1, 2~~7. 

This bill would incarparafie changes to Secti~ 
the Penal Cade proposed ~y both phis bill 
1 Q88, ~nrhich would become operative or~ly if 
are enacted and become effective on a 
January ~ , 2~~ 7, and this bil( is cha~tere~ la$ 

SEC. 3. Sec~i~n 8U3 of the Pinar bode is am 
read: (4} (A} In a criminal investigation invol 
of the crimes listed in paragraph ~~ } c+ 
against a child, v~rhen the applicable limitatit~r 
his not expired; that period shat! be tolled 
time a party initiates litigation challeng ing a g 
subp~~na until the end cif the litigation, inclu 
associated writ or appellate proceeding, or 

htt~:~~L~',tL•1t~f.~c~~.orgJresearch/human-services/state-civil-statute-of--l~~~~tatit~~s-~i~-ch~~d-sexua,as~x#c~~~rt ~~'~~~'~~, ~.5;~ ~N~ 



final disclosure ~f evidence t~ the inve~fiic 
prosecuting agency, if that di~clo~ure is 
pursuant to the ~ubpoen~ after the li~ig~tion. 

Div. Prot. Code 34 .1 ~ffecfiive January 1, 2Q 
new I~w provides that actions far the recover 
dam~ge~ ~ufifered as a result ~f chil~ho~d se: 
abuse may be commenced on car after the uic 
2~th bir~hd~y if the per~an car entity ~gain~t wl 
action is commenced knew, had reason to kn~ 
way oth~rwis~ on notice, ofi any unlawful ~ex~ 
conduct by an ~mploy~e, volunteer, represen~ 
agent, and faif~d to take rea~on~ble steps, ar 
implement r~a~~r~~ble ~af~gu~rd~, to avoid ~~ 
acts of unlawfi~l s~xuai con~u~t. Additionally, 
certain circumstances, a cause t~f action salel 
these c~aim~ listed above may b~ revived fior , 
~f one ~~ }year. All G~lifornia vic~im~, reg~rdl~ 
age, have one ~1 } year firom January ~ , 2QQ3, 
which fio bring ~ civil suit. 

+~Q#or~do ~oit~. f~~v~ tat. Ann. ~ 1~~~ ~c~nc~rning extending the ~rimin~l ~~tu~e ofi 
~ ~-~-4U1 Limit~tion~ for sexual a~~ault ~a twenfiy years. 

~~.7} (I} EXCEPT AS C~THEF~WISE PF~t~VIQE 
PARAGRAPH (~} CAF ~IJB~EGTIC~N ~~} C}F 7 
~E~TIt~N PERTAINING TC~ ~E~C t~FFEN~E~ 
A+GAIN~T' CHILDREN AND EX~~PT A~ 
~THERINISE P~C.~VIDED IN PARAGRAPHS 
ANa ~~.~} CAF THIS ~UB~ECTIC7(~ ~$}, THE F 
t~F TIME DURING UVHICH AN ADULT PERS 
JlJVENILE MAY BE F'F~C)~EGUTED SHALL E 
TWENTY YEA,R~ ,AFTER THE C+C~MMI~~IC~~ 
THE CJF'F~N~~ CSR DELI(~C~UE~1T AST AS ~T 
C~FFEN E t~R. DEL~~IC~UENT AST ~HAR~E 
FELC,~NY UNDER ~E~TiC7N ~( $-3-4Q2,C.R.~. 
CRIMINAL ATTEMPT, ~pN~PIRACI~, tJR 
~C~LICITATM~JN Tt~ ~C~MMIT A FEL~Nl+'r UNC 
~ECTIC~N ~ 8-3-4~2, C.R.S. 

~onne~#icu~ Conn. ~~n. ~t~~. ~ 52- Y~~ ~~nnec~icu~ h~~ no common law discovery pr 
577d The ~xi~ting special st~~ute ~Ilaws ~c~ion with 

years from the date ~h~ victim r~~ched the "'~{ 
majority.,,

C~+~I~w~►re Del. Code fit. ~ D, ~ lies Claims mint ~~ brought within 2 ye~r~ frarn tt 
~~ 45 of the injury. 

Sen~t~ Bill 29 (~81 ~5} was introduced on Jar 
2~~7. It is an act t~ amend title ~~ afithe Deli 

h~~~:~~~v~r~~r~.n~sl.r~~g~~~e~~arch/~~~~dn-s~~~vicesJst~t~-c~vi~--~~atut~s--Qf-~~~~~~ta~ic~~s~-~~-~~~il~--sexua.as~x#c~~~rt 3/~3/'i9f 2:~~ ~~ 
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Del. Code tit. 1 Q, § 8~ 19 Code by r~mo~ing the statute of limi~atic~ns ft~ 
suits relating to ~hif~ sexual abuse and addin± 
pr~visic~ns regarding such suits. The bill, now 
1 d2, was ~igne~d by the Governor 71~ Q/Q?'. 

Qistrict of Q.C. Code ~ 12-~Q~ Yes Maims must be brought within three years "frf 
Columbia time fihe right to maintain the action accrues." 

victim is a minor when the injury t~ccurs, he of 
D.C. Code ~ 12-~Q2 (a~ may bring the action within three years of his 
~~ } eighteenth birthday. 

Florida Fla. Stat. ~ 9 .11(7} Yes Claims founded on alleged abuse, or incest, r 
commenced at any time within 7 years after tl 
of majority, ar within 4 years afiter fihe injured ~ 

House Bill ~ 33 Chi ter p 
leaves the dependency of the abuser, ar v~~thi 

2x15-13~ years from the time of ~isc~very by the injure• 
of bofih the injury end the causal relationship ! 

S. 775.~~ Time limitations the injury and the abuse, whichever occurs !a 

ener~l time limitatians~ intentional tarn based on abuse.,! 

exceptions. 
The bill provides that the act may ~e cited as 
Days Initiative Act." It amends the statute of li 
law, s. 7~~.1 ~, F.S., by extending the current 
~f I i mita~ion ~i me period for a fi r~~ or ~ec~n d-d 
fielony sexual battery when the victim is 1 ~ ye 
age car older and does not report the crime wig 
hour. Thy bill provides ~ statute of limitation 
years for these offenses instead of the previo 
year time period. Under the bill, if a ~ 6-year-~ 
older victim ~f second-degree felony sexual b 
an ~ 8-year-aid or older victim of first-degree f~ 
sexual battery report the crime within 7~ hour 
current law is applicable and there is na time 
for bringing a prosecution. The bill applies fio ; 
offense except one already time-barred an or 
July 1, 2Q~ 5, meaning it applies retroactively 
previously committed affen~e~ as long as the 
of limitation hay not run an these offenses prig 
J u ly ~ , 2~ 15. 

Georgia Ga. fade ~ 9-3-33.1 Yes ~ 17-3-2.2. Statue of ~imi~~tions In addition 
periods excluded pursuant to Gods ~ecti~n ~ 
the victim is a person why is 65 years t~fi age 

2f~~ ~ House Bill 17, Apt the applicable ~~riod within which a prosecuti 

~7 b~ commenced under bode Section ~ 7-3-1 a 
applicable statute shall nit begin to run until t 

~hapt~r 3 of Title 9 and vio(~tian i~ reported to or discovered by a law 

~tt~:{~~~~~~,i~~.~csl.org j~esearch~human-service~~state--civil-st~tut~s-~#~~€~€~?~~~t~c~ns--in-~~~#~d-sexu~.aspx#chart 3/~3~~~. 2:~~ ~€~r~ 
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Guam 

H ~w~i i 

Arfiicle 2 ~f Cha~fier 5 ~f 
Title 49 

~nforcemen~ agency, pr~secu~ing ~tt~rney, or 

governmental agency, whichever occurs e~rli~ 
lave enfc~rcemen~ agency ar other government 
agency ~h~ll promptly report such ~Ilega~ian t 
appr~pria~e ~ro~ecuting attorney. Except fior 
~rose~utit~ns for crimes for vvhi~h the I~w prop 

~t~tu~e of limit~~ions Danger than ~ ~ years, prc 
shall not commence amore than 15 y~~r~ after 
cammi~sion afi the crime. 

~I) Part 2 of Article 3 of ~h~~t~r 12 of Ti~l~ ~ ~. 

Notwiths~~nding ~a~~ section 9-~-~3, any cis 
for recovery ~f damages suffered a~ ~ result ~ 
childhood sexual abuse ~ommitfied on ar after 
2q~ 5, shall b~ corr~m~nced ~n ~r before the d 
plaintiff ~tt~ins fihe ~g~ of ~~. (d~~~ } It i~ the e; 
intend of the ~ener~l A~~embly th~fi for ~ ~~ric 
y~ar~ following July 1, 2Q~ 5, pl~in~ifif~ of any 
were fiime-barred from filing a civil action fior i 
resulting from childhood ~~xual abuse due ~~ 
expir~tit~n of the st~~ute of limitations in effect 
3Q, 2 15, shall be permitted to file such ~cfiior 
before July ~ , 2~~ 7, thereby reviving fiho~e ci 

actions which had I~p~ed or technically expiry 
fihe iaw in effect ~n June 3Q, 2~~ 5. 

R~iat~s t~ limitations of actions and child abu 
d~~rivatian record, re~pectiv~ly, so ~~ t~ ext~ 
statute ~f limi~ation~ fir actions far childhood 
abuse; t~ prQvid~e fr~r ~ ~h~rt title; ~o p~avid~ fc 
limit~ti~ns of liability for certain (e~~l enfiities; 
change previsions relating ~o falling of limit tic 
minc~r'~ c~u~e of action; ~o change provisions 
t~ the tolling of limitations for tort actions whim 
criminal ~ro~ecution i~ pending; t~ change prc 
relating t~ the ~c~nfiidenti~lity and use of certai 
record$; fic~ pravid~ for rel~te~ mat~~r~; to pr~~ 
an eff~ctiv~ dale; to repeal confilicting I~ws; ai 
other ~urpases. 

2Q 11 Guam Public Law Abolishes altogefiher the statute of limitatic~n~ 
33-3~ criminal ~ra~ecution ofi perpe~r~fior~ ofi ~~.~ cri 

against children. 

Maw~ii f~ev. tat. ~ X57- Yes, Minority Tolling ~ener~l limitatic~n~ period fc~r injuries is 2 yea 
7 

h~~~:/~~~r~~w,~cs~.r~rgJ~~~s~a~~ch/~u~nan-s~r~v~c~s~st~~~-civ~~-statutes-of-ii~~itatia~s--~r~Mc~~ld-sexu~.as~x#c~~art 3f'~3~'~9t 2:59 PM 
Page~ofl3 



ld~ha Idaho bode § 6-17 4 Yes Suit may be brought wifihin fiive years t~f the vi 
reaching the age of majority. The statute is ar 
applicable to cases arising after its effecfiive d 
~ , 1989 . 

fllinQis III. Rev. Stat. ch. 73~, ~ Yes Illinois hay a special statute of limit~~ion~ for 
13--2~~,2{b~ of childhood sexual abuse. As am~r~ded in 2C 

Iflinoi~ ~tatut~s § ~ ~--2Q2.~(b} pr~avid~s: An a 
damages for personal injury based on childh~ 
sexual abuse mush be ~ommence~ within 1 ~ 
the dale the vi~~im discovers ghat the act of cr 
sexual abuse occurred and that the injury wa: 
by the chil~hoad sexual abuse. 

Indiana ind. bode ~ 3A~-11-2-4 Yes General statute of limitations requires that an' 

for injuries t~ the person must be fii(ed within 
of the time when ~h~ cause ofi action ~ccrue~, 

2~ 1 ~ Senate Bill 9~ Act b~fare the child becomes 31 years ofi age. ~~ 
9~ 2-5 prohibits suits based on injuries that #tans 

childhood unless brought vtirithin two years of 1 

reachir~g eighteen. 

Provides that a rape charge a~herwise barred 
~~atute of limitations may be brought within fig 

of the time ghat: ~1 ~ the stake fiat discav~rs DI 
evidence sufficient to charge the offender; (2} 

state first becomes aware cif the existence of 
r~cordin~ that provides evidence suffi~ci~nt t~ 
the offender; ar t3} a person confesses to the 

Iowa lovva Cody ~ 614.$A Yes Pursuant to Iowa statutory law and case law, 

must ct~mmence their lawsuits within 4 years 
discovery of ~n. lows Code Ann. §~ ~14.8A v~ 

apply to all cages in which injury occurred aftE 

199 . 

Kansas Kan. Scat. Ann. ~ ~a- Yes The abused have 3 ye~r~ firom the age of ~ 8 
52~ years from the date the victim realizes they h~ 

suffered an injury ar illness caused by sexual 
The stafiute is expressly retroactive. 

Kentucky Ky. Rev. Sfi~t. § 4 ~ 3.2~~ Yes civil actions far sexual abuse may be broughl 
five years of the last act of abuse, ~r within fig 
of the date, ~h~ victim's discovery of the abuse 
within five years after the victim reaches the 
eighteen . 

htt~:{~~~,rv~f~~.r~G~1.Qrg~research/human-serv~cesfs~ate-c~v~l-statues-~f--i~n~~t:~ti~~~-i~-~h~lc~--s~xua,a ~px#~ha~t ~/1~~'~3, ~;~~ ~U~ 
~~c~~ ~ t~# `~ 



Lauis~ar~a 

Maine 

IUM~r~yland 

L~. Rau. ~ta~. ~ Yes ~2$~Q.~. Acfiion ~gain~fi a person for abuse c 

9:28U~ . ~. minor. A. An action a~ ai nst a person fior ~exu; 
of a miner, ar for phy~ic~l abuse of a minor re 
in p~rrnar~ent im~~irm~ent or ~~r~nanent physic 
car scarring, i~ subject t~ a liberafiive pre~cripti 
~eriad ~f ten years. This prescription cc~mme 
run frcam fih~ day the minor attains majority, ar 
pre~cripti~n shall be ~u~pended fir ail ~urpos 
the minor reaches the age of majority. Abuse 
same meaning as provided in Lraui~iana ~hilc 
~~de Article ~~3. This prescriptive period sh; 
subject to any ~x~eption of preemption provid 
lavv. 

Me. Rev. tat. Anr~. tit, Yes-Anyfiime 
14, ~ 75~-C 

Md. ~t~. and Jud. Pro~~ 
~5-1~7 

Ma~~~~hu~~t~~ Nia~s. ~~n. L~w~ ch. 
~~U a § 4~ 

Mi~hig~n 

Minnesa~a Minn. Stat. Ann. ~ 
~4~ .i~73 

general discovery rule provides quit mu~~ b~ 
one year from date of discovery. 

civil or criminal a~~ion~ may be braugh~ at ~n~ 

Extending fih~ ~tafiute ~f limitations for civil ch 
sexual abuse actions tca 7 years after the date 
vi~~im att~rins fihe age of majority. 

"~e~ ~~ction 4~. Actions afi fiord alleging the d~f~nt 
sexually abused ~ minor shall be commences 
~5 years of the acts alleged to hive cased ~ 
Qr condition or within 7 years of the time the v 
disc~v~red ar reas~n~bly should hive di~cav 
an emotional car psychological injury ~r candit 
c~u~ed by said act, whichever period ~xpire~ 
provided, however, that the time limit far 
commencement cif an actin under this pectic 
tolled fir a child until fihe child re~che~ eighte 
ofi age. 

Nt~ne. No ~pe~i~l statute. The general person 
~t~tute, ~ ~Q~.58~~ governs ~cti~ns fiar childr 
sexual abuse. sec. 58 5. (~) A ~er~an shall n 
or mainfiain an action to recover damages fior 
fia persons or properly unless, after the claim 
~ccrue~ fio the pl~infiiff or to someone through 
the ~I~intiff claims, the ~cfiion is commenced ~ 
the periods ofi time pr~scri bed by th i~ secfiion . 

Yes Actit~n fQr dam~ge~ based on personal injury 
by sexual abuse musfi origin~t~ within six yep 
time the ~lainti~f knew or hid reason to know 

h~tp~/~w ~t,ncs~.or~~~•~s~a~•ch~~~~~~an~-se~~v~~:e~~~s~~t~~civ~i~-~~ta~z~t+~s-cif...~i~~t~tation~--~~-ct~~~~-~~exua.as~x#c~~a~~ 3/~3/'~9, 2:5~ P~ 
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injury was caused by sexual abuse.'" if the vic 
minor, the six-year limitations begin to run onE 
after the plaintiff reaches 1$ and would termir 
age 25. 

Minn~$ota 

Mis~i$sippi 

IVlinn. Stat. Ann. § Yes An action far damages based can sexual abus 
541.073 must be commenced within six years of the a 

sexual abuse in fihe ease of alleged sexual a~ 
an in~ivid~ai 18 years or Balder; (~} may be 
commenced at any time in the case t~f alleges 
abuse of an individual under the age of 1~, e~ 
provided for in subdivi~i~n 4; and (3} musfi be 
commenced before the plaintiff is 24 years afi 
claim against a natural person alleged to havE 
sexually abused a minor when that natural pe 
was under 14 years of age. 
~ubd. 4. Vicarious liability or respondent sups 
claims. A claim for vicarious liability or lability 
the doctrine of r~spandeat superior mint be 
commenced withir~ six years ofi the alleged ~e 
abuse, provided that if the plaintiff was under 
of 18 at the time of the alleged abuse, fihe cla 
be commenced before fihe plaintiff is 24 year4 
This subdivision dae~ not limit the availability 
claims under other law. 
Subd. 5. Title. "Child Victims Act." ~a}This see 
effective tie day following final enactment, E~ 
prt~vided in paragraph (b}, this section applies 
actions that were not time-barred befiore the E 
date. Nc~finrithstanding any other prc~visian Qf I 
the case of alleged sexual abuse of an indivic 
under the age of ~ 8, if the action would ~th~n 
time-barred under a prer~iou~ version of Minns 
Stafiutes, section 541.Q73, or other time limits 
action fior damages against a person, as defir 
Minnesota Statutes, section 54 ~ .~73, subdivi: 
clause (2}, may be commenced n~ later than 
years fiollawing the effective date of this sectic 
paragraph does not apply to a claim for vicari~ 
liability or respondent superior but does apply 
claims, including negligence. This paragraph 
to actions pendir~g on ar commenced tin or of 
effective date. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 15- Missi~si~pi victims must file their claim: withi 
1-49 years cif the act constituting sexual abuse uric 

~ -4 9 
within 3 years of attaining the age of majority 

htt~:/~~~vw~sl.ncs#.~rg~researchjhuman-services~~ta~~-civil-statute-ot~-iim~~atir~~s--i~--ch~~d-sex~sa.~~px#c~ari 3~~#3~1~ t 2:59 ~~ 
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Miss. Gc~de Ann. ~ ~5- the'"minter ~aving~ statufi~" under ~ 15-1-59, 
1-~~ within 3 years ~f fihe victim's release from 

imprisonment under ~ ~~-~-57. 
The court has declined to ~~ply the discover 

Miss. Code Ann, ~ ~ ~- to cases ofi dei~yed realization cif the cannec~ 
~ -~7 befiween the abuse and the vicfiim's p~ychoic~c 

injury; however, the i~~ue h~~ nod been pre~e 
the c~ntex~ cif expensive memory repre~si~n . 
~~~nd~rd~ fc~r proving fraudulent concealment 
claim are ~o high ~s to be impracticable. 

Missouri 

Mt~ntan~ 

N~br~~ka 

N+~v~d~ 

Mo. Rev. Stat. ~ Yes ~ivi! claims mush be filed either wifihin 5 ye~r~ 
~~7.Q4~ time the victim r~ache~ age 18 or ~nrithin ~ yep 

the date the victim ~iscavers that physical or 
psychal~gical injury way cawed by abuse 

IVlont. ~~de ~ 27-2- Yes Claim may bring three year$ afifier fihe acfi ofi c 
21 ~{a} sexual abuse that is alleged to have caused ~ 

or ~ years ~f~er the time ofi disca~ery or r~aso 
should have discovered that the injury was c~ 
the act ~f childha~d sexual abuse. 

bleb. Rev. tat. ~ ~~- Nine. Th~r~ i~ no special st~~ute ~f limitation 
2~7 victims afi child sexual abuse, Nebraska vic~ir~ 

file their uses ~~ follows: 
Within 4 y~~r~ of the acts constituting ~bu~e i 
the general tart ~C~L. (Neb. Rev. Stat. ~ 25-~C 
statute ~f limit~~ion~ is ~u~~ended far vic~im~ 
were abused ~s minors until they reach the a± 
(Neb. Rev. Sfiat. ~ 2~-213}, th~r~ft~re, victim 
period ~f 4 years from attaining fihe age of 21 
t~ i n~titute lega I action . 

~I~v~ RevM Stet. ~ 11.215 Yep 

New Hampshire N.H. Rev. ~~at. ~ 508:4- 1~'es 
9 

civil claims within ~ ~ years of age ~ $, ~r withi 
years cif discovery thafi injury was c~use~ ~y 1 
~bu~e. No outside time limitation as long a~ c 
convincing ~~i~ence ~xi~t~ that the ~bu~e o~c 

A person, alleging t~ have been subjecfi~d fio 
c~ffen~e under RSA X32-A, or ~n off~n~e undo 
~3~:2y who were under ~8 years ~fi age when 
alleged offense occurred, may ~omm~nc~ a ~ 
action based on the incident within the later o 
I. Twelve years of the per~an"~ eight~~nth birt 
II. Three ye~r~ afi the time fih~ pl~in~iff di~covE 
the exercise of reasonable diligence should h 
discov~r~d, the injury end its c~us~l r~ela~ion~l 

~tt~~:1~~v~u~.~~s~.erg/:~es~arch/hc~~~~~-~e~~v~ce~Jst~t~-c~~sl-~~tatc~t~s-~#-Iirnit.~t~c~r~s...i~-~~hiCd-~exua.as~~~#c~~art 3j~3~~9t 2.~9~ P!~ 
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the act or ami~sion campiained ofi. 

New Jersey RI.J. Stat. Ann. ~ Yes Actions can be initiated within two years t~f the 
2A:61 B-1 the "reasonable discovery" of the "injury and t 

causal relationship to the act of sexual abuse 

New Mexico N.M. Code ~ 37-1-3~ Yes Action can be initiated by the ~ictim'~ 24th bir~ 
3 years firom the date Qf discovery of abuse, t 
reason to know ofi the childhood sexual abusE 
that the abuse resulfied ire injury. 

1Vew'1~ark N.Y. Civil Prat. Law ~ Yes In New York, there is no extended statute of 
215 limitations far sexual abuse; however, if the al 

treated as an intentional tort, New York's SCJL 
N.Y. civil Prac. Lam ~ year. N.Y. Givi~ Prac. Law ~ 215. If the victim ~ 
214 claim againsfi a church or scha~l which admin 

the perpetrator, ar and action that is based in 

N.Y. Civil Prac. Law negligence, rather than criminal behavior, the 
~~ ~_~ 3 years N.l~ Civil Prat. Law ~ 2~ 4. New Yar 

adapted a special statute of iimitati~ans far v~c1 
sexual crimes in 2UQ~--N.Y. civil Prac. Law ~ 
The statute provides that actions fir civil dam 
defined sexual crimps, including sexual abusE 
minor, may be brau~ht within 5 years of the a 
constituting the sexual offense. 

North Carolina N.C. Gen. tat. ~ 1- Yes General discovery statute (N.G. den. tat. ~ 
52(~ 6) X1993} and ger~eral inc~mpeter~ce tolling prov 

~ -~ 7(a}(~ 993). 

North Dakota N.D. Cent. Gt~de § 2$- 2$-~1-25.1. Limitation ~n actions alleging chit 
Q1-25.1 sexual abuse. Notwithstanding section 28-~~ 

claim for reliefi resulting from childhood sexua 
2Q15 Senate Bill 233 must b~ commenced within ten years after the 

knew or reasonably shau(d have knt~wn that 
~atential claim e~cists resu(tin~ from ~Ileged cl 
sexual abuse. For purposes of this section, "c 
sexual abuse'" means any act committed by tt 
defendant against the plaintiff ~nrhich occurred 
the plaintiff was under ~ighteer~ years cif age 
which wc~uid have been a violatit~n ofi chapter 
car ~ 2. ~ -27.2. In a claim for relief under this se 
the plaintiff is not required to establish which 
continuous series o~f sexual abuse acts by fih~ 
defer~dar~t paused the injury 

~E~TIt'~N ~ .AMENDMENT. Section ~$-0'1-~w 
~lorth Dakota Century Code is amended and 

~t#~:{~~~rv~v~r.r~cs~.~rg~research/human-services/stag-c~vii~st~t~t~s-~~-~~m~x~tic~~s-;n-gild-s~x~a,aspx#chart ~{~~~~~, 2.5~ ~~ 
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reen~ct~d ~s foliow~: 2$-Q~ -2~. ~ . Limit~ti~n c 
actican~ alleging childhQ~d sexual ~bu~e. 
~lofiwifihst~nding section 28-Q~ -2~, there is no 
limitation of the time within which a claim for r 
resulting from childhood sexual abuse mint b 
~ammer~ced . 

Chia 

Qklaham~ 

t~re~Qr~ 

Penn~ylv~nia 

~thc~de Island 

Ohio bode ~ Yes C}hio's ~p~ci~l ~t~tute of Limitations for Child 
2~3~5.~~1 ~~} exuaC Abuse, Effective August 3, 2Q~~. The 

gives victims 12 years from their age of m~jo~ 
bring ~cfiions ~gain~t their perpetr~~ors. 

Okla. Stat. tit. ~ 2, ~ 9~ Yes 

CJ r. Rev. Stat. § ~ 2.1 ~ 7 Yes 

Pa. Cony. tat. tit. 42 ~ Yep, Minorifiy Tallinn 
5533~b} 

Action commenced two years of the last apt, 1 
years of age 18 ~r tvvo years ofi d iscavery, th rt 
years from age 18. 

~I~ims must be brought within six y~~r~ of ~g 
three years ~f di~c~very ofi the injury ~n~ the 

Exfiended ~tatut~ of Limit~ti~n~ ~~C~L} ~ecfiioi 
5~~~~b} ~2} cif Title 42 of fihe P~nnsy~v~nia 
~onsalidated ~tatufies i~ amended to provide 
of ~ 2 ye~r~ from the date o~f a victim reachir~g 
her age ~f majority ~~ 8}. The ~c~ also provide: 
however, fih~t the amendment t~ ~2 P~.~.S. ~ 
shall not be applied to revive an action thafi h~ 
barred by an exisfiing statute Qf limitations on 
effective date ~f the act. 

R.I. den. Laws ~ 9-~- Yes Admini~fier claims ~ga~n~t non-per~etra~ors; ~ 
~1 mint be brought within thr~~ years ofi accrual 

seven y~~r~ off' ~h~ ~a~t ae~ ar discovery ~hafi tt 
ter illr~es~ w~~ caused by the act. 

youth ~arolin~ ~.C. Gode Ann. ~ ~ 5-3- Yep 
~~~ 

~ou~h Da~ot~ ~,D. ~adified L~w~ § Yes 
~~ ~ ~r~~ 

Ex~end~ the st~~ute of limitations for civil slain 
years after the p~r~on re~che~ twenfiy~c~ne gar 
years from the dime the victim re~lize~ that the 
ir~juri~~ ~.re ca~~e~ by child sexual ~bus~. 

VVi~hin three years of the act or discovery that 
injury w~~ caused by the a~~. 

Tennes~~~ Tern. Code 2$-3~1 U4 Yep, Minority T~Iling Tf~ere i~ no ~pecifi~ ~~~tu~e of limitations fi r s 
and 28-~ -1 ~~ of sexual abuse. general one year ~C~L. Gen 

minority telling ~tafiute suspending the claim ~, 
~lain~iff reaches 'I$ available. ~uifi must fihen ~ 
brau~ht within one year. 

~~~~.f~~~,~w.rics~.orb}~~ese~~~c;h/hc~~~~~-seruices~~~~i~-c~vi~-statui~s-o~_..i~;~~~ta~ians-in-c~~€~d--s~x~a.as~ax#c~~art 3/~3f19, 2.59 PNl 
Page ~1 0# 33 



Tennessee Gad e An notated , Section 4Q-2- ~ ~ 
amended by adding the fallowing language a: 
subsecfiion: (m) Notwithsfianding subsecfiian (! 
pr~~ecutians for any offense committed on or 
July 1, ~~1 ~, that const~tute~ the offense ofi 
aggravated child abuse, or aggravated child r 
or endangerment, under ~9-~ 5-4a2, shall co 
by the later of: (1 }Ten (1 ~} years after the phi 

reaches eighteen ~~ 8} years of age; ar ~2} Th, 
within which prosecution mint be eommence~ 
pursuant to subsection (b}. 

Texas Tex. Civ. Prac. &Rem. Yes Fifteen-year statute of limitations for violation 

Code § ~ 6.~~45 Section 22.Q~ 1, Penal Code sexual a~saulfi; a 
section 22. ~2 ~ , Pena! Code egg rav~fied ~exu 
assaulf. Majr~rity tolling provision ~tate~ that if 
victim way a minor, the ~~L dies nofi begin tc 

until hislher eighteenth birthday. 

Utah Utah Cede § 788-2- Yes Effective 3I2312U~ ~ ~8B-2-3Q8. Civil actions 

3Q9 sexual abuse of a chip. Eliminates the statut 

limitations for civil ac~ian~ for child sexual abt~ 

House Bill 2~ ~ 5-Q277, Provides that a victim of child ~e~u~l abuse rr 

chapter 0$2 civil action ~t any dime. 

Vermont Vt. Stat. Ann. tiff. 12, § Yes civil ~ctic~r~ brought by any person fear injury s 

X22 as ~ result of childhood sexual muse initiates 
six years of the act, or six yea r~ of th e ti me o~ 
discovery. 

Virginia Va. bode § 8.a1-243 Yes General statute of limitation fir injuries tt~ the 
~ yep r~ after th ~ ti rr~e t~f th ~ injury. If th ~ persc 
tine of the injury is ~ minor, the two-year time 
will commence once that ~ers~n comes of ag 
D. Every action for in ju ry to the person, whatE 
theory of recovery, resulting from sexual abu~ 
occurring during the infancy or incapacity of tl 
person as yet forth in subdivision G of § 8.~1-; 
be brought wifihin 2Q years after the ~aus~ of 
~ctian accrue. 

1Nashington VV'ash. Rev. Code ~ Yes Claims of action shall be ct~mmenced within t 
~. ~ ~.34~ years of the act alleged to have caused fihe in 

cor~~itian; within three years ~f the time of dis 
or reasonably should have disc+avered that ~h~ 
or condition was caused by abuse; or within tl 
years of the time the victim disct~vered ghat th 
c~u~e~ the injury for which the claim is braug 

htt~a:{~~rr~s~,~.~csf.org~researchjhuman-serv~ce~(stai~-civil-s~atut~s-~f-lirn~fi~tir~ns-in-child-s~xua.aspx#rh~r~ ~(`i3~~9, 2~:~~ 



provided that the time limit fior commenc~mer 
acfiian i~ tolled fir a child unfiil th+~ helshe re~c 
eighteen y~ar~. 

W~~~ Virginia Vll, V~~ bode ~~-~-~ 5 Y~~ The burden ~~ an the vi~fiirr~ to dem~n~tr~t~ th 
he/~h~ ~~~ ~reven~~~ from knowing of fih~ cl~ 
the time of the injury by re~~~n ~f fr~udu~~nt 
con~~aiment, inability to ct~mprehend the inju 
other extreme hardship. Mere ignorance ofi e~ 
ofi c~u~e ~f action or ~f identity ofi wrongdoer 
prevenfi running of s~a~ut~ of limitatian~. Nor c 
discovery rule b~ used fio extend p~~~ the 2Q 
~ta~~te ~f re~o~e. 

Wi~~c~n~in VVi~. ~ta~. ~ 893.5$7 Yep Maim mad be filed ~w~ years of ruching age 
m~j~ri~y. 

1Nyam~ng 1N'yo. fiat. ~ 1-3-1 ~~ Yes A~~ion for childhood sexual abuse may be bra 
eight years after victims eighteenth birthday ~ 
years after the time o~ discovery. 

Abou~Th~~ N~~L Praj~ct 

Thy D~nv~r-~b~sed ~hi~d w~~f~re project ~fi~ff fiacuse~ can state policy, tr~~k~ng ~eg~slatic~n and prr~vi~ing research ar 
an~ly~i~, con~ultati~n, and te~hr~ical assistance specifically gear~~ fio the legi~l~tiv~ ~udi~nce. Qenver staff can bE 
at ~~~3} 3~4-77~~ or chiidw~lfiar~~~nc~l.org. 

NCSL staff in Washingtt~n, Q.~. tack and analyze federal legisl~tian and policy end represent st~t~ legislatures or 
w~lfiar~ issues before CQngre~~ and the Administration. ~tafif in D.~. can b~ ruched afi (~~2} 624-~~~~ or cyf-
infio anc~l.org. 
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