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PFAS and Their Health Effects

Statement on Potential Intersection between PFAS Exposure and COVID-19:

CDC/ATSDR understands that many of the communities we are engaged with are concerned about how PFAS
exposure may affect their risk of COVID-19 infection. We agree that this is an important question.

CDC/ATSDR recognizes that exposure to high levels of PFAS may impact the immune system. There is evidence
from human and animal studies that PFAS exposure may reduce antibody responses to vaccines (Grandjean et
al., 2017, Looker et al., 2014), and may reduce infectious disease resistance (NTP, 2016). Because COVID-19 is a
new public health concern, there is still much we don't know. More research is needed to understand how
PFAS exposure may affect illness from COVID-19.
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The potential for health effects from PFAS in humans is not well understood. PFOS, PFOA, PFHxS and PFNA have generally
been studied more extensively than other PFAS. In general, animal studies have found that animals exposed to PFAS at high
levels resulted in changes in the function of the liver, thyroid, pancreas and hormone levels.
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