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nany-region-of the-State-nething Nothing in this section shall be construed to

require the State or a distriet or a public or private provider to begin or expand

a prekindergarten education program to satisfy that demand;-but-rather—n

prekindergarten education.

(B) As used in this subdivision (4), the expansion of a

prekindergarten education program means an increase in the number of

children served in the program where the increase would require additional

teachers or classrooms.

(C) If a private or public prekindergarten provider is interested in

beginning or expanding a prekindergarten program, it shall give notice to, and

complete a regional needs assessment with, the local Building Bright Futures

Council, any private and public providers located within the geographical

region of the supervisory union in which the provider is located or intends to

be located, and any public or private provider which the provider has

contracted to pay for, or provide, prekindergarten education. The assessment

process shall include a least one public hearing. At the conclusion of the
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assessment process, the provider that is interested in beginning or expanding a

prekindergarten program shall decide whether to begin or expand the program

and shall, within five calendar days of making its decision, inform each of the

providers to which it provided notice under this subdivision (C) of its decision

and the rationale for its decision.
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