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                                                            January 27, 2020 
 

 
 
Chief Justice Paul L. Reiber 
Vermont Supreme Court 
93 Southern Heights Drive 
Vernon, VT 05354  
 
Chief Justice Reiber, 
 
As directed by the New England Regional Judicial Opioid Initiative (NE RJOI) Leadership Committee 
the stakeholders are focused on efforts that support the region improving outcomes associated with 
opioid use disorder.  The opioid crisis is creating secondary victims of families and children, adding 
urgency to reform in our system.  We have identified the Interstate Compact for the Placement of 
Children (ICPC) as an area of focus.  The new Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children 
(ICPC) will improve communication and ease of services when placing children across state lines.  As 
of the writing of this letter, Maine is the only state in the region that has adopted the new ICPC 
legislation. On August 22, 2018, the Conference of Chief Justices (CCJ) and Conference of State 
Court Administrators (COSA) adopted a resolution calling on states to adopt the new ICPC without 
delay.  The resolution is attached for your reference.   
 
The ICPC was originally drafted in 1960 to ensure protection of the services for children who are 
placed across state lines for foster care and adoption.  The ICPC also assigned legal responsibility 
and responsibility for supervision and the provision of services for these out of state placements.  
The American Public Human Services Association (APHSA) is the secretariat for the ICPC.  In 2004, 
APHSA undertook the effort to update the ICPC.  The revised ICPC is modeled after the Interstate 
Compact on Adult Supervision and would establish an Interstate Commission of member states with 
rulemaking authority.  The new ICPC brings a rational and transparent approach through the 
development of rules and policies.  In addition, it will set up a governance system similar to the 
Interstate Compact on Adult Supervision, the Interstate Compact on Juveniles, and the Interstate 
Compact on Educating the Children of Military Families.  Lastly, the new ICPC contains strong 
enforcement mechanisms to ensure that state officials will comply with the agreement and be held 
accountable when they do not.  Additional information can be found on the APHSA website 
(aphsa.org/AAICPC/AAICPC/ICPC.aspx). 
 
As leaders of the NE RJOI we wanted to bring to your attention the opportunity the region has to 
affect the lives and outcomes of some of the most vulnerable citizens by supporting the adoption of 

https://aphsa.org/AAICPC/AAICPC/ICPC.aspx


 
 

the new ICPC legislation in the New England states. Maine has previously passed the new legislation.  
Our request of the Leadership Committee is to sponsor support and legislation to accomplish the 
enactment of the ICPC in the remaining five New England states. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

________________________________                               
Chief Justice Paula Carey (MA)                                              Chief Justice Tina Nadeau (NH) 
NE RJOI Co-Chair                                                            NE RJOI Co-Chair 
 
 
cc: Honorable Karen R. Carroll, Associate Justice 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 


