
From: La. St. Board of Opt. Examiner <lsboe@yahoo.com>
To: Dean Barcelow <peduncle72@aol.com>

Subject: Re: Request of the Louisiana Board of Optometry Examiners
Date: Tue, Oct 4, 2016 2:51 pm

Dr. Barcelow, per your request I can answer your questions as follows:
 
1-)  Louisiana passed a law in June of 2014 that allowed ODs to perform both lid and laser surgery
procedures.
2-)  As of today 200 Louisiana licensed ODs have been certified to perform these lid and laser surgical
procedures.
3-)  In 2015 ODs in Louisiana performed 1973 laser surgical procedures without a single complaint
heard by the board and with zero reported negative outcomes.  The number of lid surgeries is not
required to be reported.  It is expected that the number will go up significantly in 2016.
 
I hope this is helpful, and if I can be of assistance in any other way, please let me know.
 
 
James D. Sandefur, O.D.  
Secretary/L.S.B.O.E.
P.O. Box 555
Oakdale, LA 71463
Phone: 318) 335-2989
Fax: 318) 335-4090 
lsboe@yahoo.com 
 
 

From: Dean Barcelow <peduncle72@aol.com> 
To: lsboe@yahoo.com  
Sent: Tuesday, October 4, 2016 1:07 PM 
Subject: Request of the Louisiana Board of Optometry Examiners 
 
Chair Louisiana Board of Optometry Examiners
419 Hwy. 165 North
Oakdale, LA 71463
Phone (318) 335-2989
Fax (318) 335-4090
 
 
RE: Board complaints regarding optometrists practicing expanded scope procedures (i.e. Injections, Lasers, Minor Surgical
Procedures).
 
 
Dear Chairman of the Board,
 
The Vermont Optometric Association is in the early stages of asking our Board of Optometry to create licensing endorsements
for expanded procedures (injections, minor lid surgery, lesion removal, laser surgical procedures). As we go through this
process we are looking at states that have a longstanding history of performing these procedures to assess the safety of
Optometrists performing these procedures. This information will be needed as we work through this process with the Board as
well as our state legislature.
 
I am writing to respectfully request a letter from the Louisiana Board of Examiners in Optometry answering the following
questions.
 
1. How many years have Optometrists within the state of Louisiana been performing:



    a: Expanded Procedures (i.e. injections, minor lid surgical procedures and lesion removal)
    b: Laser Surgical Procedures
 
2. How many Optometrists have an Louisiana license with an endorsement to perform: 
    a: Expanded Procedures (i.e. injections, minor lid surgical procedures and lesion removal)
    b: Laser Surgical Procedures
 
3. How many complaints, safety concerns, or other adverse events have been brought to the board as a result of allowing
these procedures?
    a: Expanded Procedures (i.e. injections, minor lid surgical procedures and lesion removal)
    b: Laser Surgical Procedures
 
 
Please address your correspondence as an attachment to my email, or to
 
EyeCare for You
C/O Dr. Dean Barcelow
1593 Vermont Route 107
Bethel, VT 05032
 
 
I think you for your time and consideration on this matter.
 
Dr. Dean Barcelow
President - Vermont Optometric Association
Chair - Legislative Committee
 
 
 
 


