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Institute for Sustainable 

Development

u 501(c)3 ðfounded 15 years 
ago in North Carolina

u ACTION TANK

u Research

u Technical assistance

u Capacity building

u Economic analysis

u Planning

u Training

u EVENTS

u Long -term recovery and resiliency national calls  

u Economic recovery & resiliency workshops

u DISASTER SUPPORT

u Kilauea Volcano & Hurricane Lane 

u Hurricane Michael

u Californiaõs resiliency program  

u Maryland & National Capital Region

u 2017-2018:  Harvey, Irma, Maria, Florence, Michael



Major disaster 
declarations from 
2017-2019 
=unprecedented

u We have worked in 26 states 

and 4 U.S. territories that have 

experienced life -changing 

disasters

u Flooding is most common and 

costly disaster

u Worsening due to ocean 

temperatures and rising seas

u Technology can predict where 

floods will occur

2017-2019 disasters by frequency, by Caitlin Deal



HB 688 Resilience Language

u Adaptation and resilience measures are 
necessary to adapt to address climate risks.

u Mitigation, adaptation, and resilience 
strategies must prioritize the allocation of 
investment of public resources to these 
communities and minimize, to the greatest 
extent practicable, potential regressive 
impacts. 

u Establishing robust adaptation and 
resilience strategies for Vermont will help 
protect the State from a climate crisis -
related credit downgrade

u é(1) Identify, analyze, and evaluate strategies and 
programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 
achieve the Stateõs reduction requirements pursuant 
to section 578 of this title; and build resiliency to 
prepare the Stateõs communities, infrastructure, and 
economy to adapt to the current and anticipated 
effects of climate change

u édevelop best practice recommendations specific 
to rural communities éfortifying critical 
transportation, electricity, and community 
infrastructure; and creating a distributed, redundant, 
storage -supported local electrical system ; (C) 
recommend a means of securely sharing self -
identified vulnerable residentsõ information with 
State and local emergency responders and utilities; 
and (D) recommend tools for municipalities to 
assess their climate emergency preparedness, 
evaluate their financial capacity to address 
infrastructure resiliency, and prioritize investment in 
that infrastructure. 

u échanges to land use and development , including 
to chapter 151 of this title and V.S.A. § 248, to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote 
resiliency in response to climate changeé



States of 

Resilience

States are getting better at using technology to predict 

and measure readiness.  What about communinities ?

A review of 37 states & territories with significant 

initiatives

How theyõre set up, funded and staffed

Most programs focus on extreme weather but lack 

specifics

Need:  Training and exercises during òblue skiesó  

introduce the support system and roles



What are some projects that 

help communities anticipate , 

withstand shocks , and bounce 

back?

Hardening infrastructure:

u Mitigation: safe and resilient development practices in business 
districts

u Fundamental òbuilding blocks of prosperityó -- broadband, 
energy, water, wastewater, roads / evacuation routes

u Redundancy in telecommunications and broadband networks

Economic recovery:

u Business continuity and preparedness activities

u Crisis communications 

u Establishing recovery centers

u Business re-entry procedures

u Industry diversification 

u Revolving Loan Funds (RLF) and small grant programs to help 
impacted businesses get back on their feet


