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How Far Have We 
Come?

A Survey of Results
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MA Clean Energy Sector Growth

Source: MA Clean Energy Center  3



https://www.analysisgroup.com/globalassets/uploadedfiles/content/insights/publishing/
analysis_group_rggi_report_april_2018.pdf 4



https://www.c2es.org/2019/12/pennsylvania-a-possible-new-keystone-in-rggi/

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative
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Energy Efficiency:  Cheapest “Source” of Energy

https://www.masssavedata.com/Public/TimeSeries
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Leading by Example
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https://www.mass.gov/info-details/renewable-energy-snapshot#installed-wind-capacity-in-massachusetts- 8



https://www.mass.gov/info-details/renewable-energy-snapshot#installed-solar-capacity-in-massachusetts- 9



2006

Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs

http://www.mass.gov/doer


2007

Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs

http://www.mass.gov/doer


2008

Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs

http://www.mass.gov/doer


2009

Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs

http://www.mass.gov/doer


2010

Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs

http://www.mass.gov/doer


2011

Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs

http://www.mass.gov/doer


2012

Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs

http://www.mass.gov/doer


2013

Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs

http://www.mass.gov/doer


https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-massevip-fleets-incentives
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https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/04/02/GWSA-10-Year-Progress-Report.pdf
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Getting to There from Here:

Principles of a Comprehensive Climate and 
Clean Energy State Action
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Principles of a Comprehensive Climate and 
Clean Energy State Action

22

 Vision: Anchor in economic impacts and 
environmental protection
⁃ Connect to everyday lives

 Overarching and foundational legislation

 Comprehensive and complementary policies

 Transparent and Inclusive Process



Principles of a Comprehensive Climate and 
Clean Energy State Action (continued)

 Vision: Anchor in economic impacts and 
environmental protection
⁃ Connect to everyday lives

⁃ Jobs
⁃ Cost savings
⁃ Convenience
⁃ Avoiding negative impacts
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Principles of a Comprehensive Climate and 
Clean Energy State Action

24

 Overarching and foundational legislation

A Global Warming Solutions Act framework
⁃ Broad and enforceable economy-wide emission goals
⁃ Implement market-based approaches
⁃ Science-based
⁃ Requires monitoring and tracking
⁃ Local through global connections
⁃ Address resilience



Principles of a Comprehensive Climate and 
Clean Energy State Action (continued)

 Comprehensive and complementary policies
⁃ Legislation

⁃ Green Communities Act
⁃ Oceans Act
⁃ Biofuels Act
⁃ Multiple energy acts (2012, 2016, 2018)
⁃ 3,200 MW Offshore wind

⁃ PUC reform
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Principles of a Comprehensive Climate and 
Clean Energy State Action (continued)

 Comprehensive and complementary policies
⁃ Regulatory reform

⁃ PUC reforms
⁃ De-coupling
⁃ Grid modernization

⁃ MEPA
⁃ Permitting
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Principles of a Comprehensive Climate and 
Clean Energy State Action (continued)

 Comprehensive and complementary policies
⁃ Executive Action

⁃ “Along-the-value chain economic support”
⁃ Municipal engagement
⁃ Leading by Example
⁃ Mass Clean Energy Center
⁃ Northeast Clean Energy Council
⁃ Greentown Labs
⁃ Engage with regional and federal actions
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Principles of a Comprehensive Climate and 
Clean Energy State Action (continued)

 Transparent and Inclusive Process
⁃ Focus on salience, credibility and legitimacy
⁃ Advisory committees

⁃ Inclusive
⁃ Attentive to leadership

⁃ Technical working groups
⁃ Statewide effort
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Thank you!

David W. Cash, Ph.D.
Dean

John W. McCormack Graduate School of Policy and Global Studies
University of Massachusetts Boston

100 Morrissey Blvd.
Boston, MA 02125-3393 USA

Office: +1-617-287-5511
Cell: +1-617-794-9431
david.cash@umb.edu
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