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Reading is the basis for the acquisition of knowledge, 

cultural engagement, democracy, and success in the 

workplace. (Castles, 2019)



EARLY INTERVENTION IS EFFECTIVE



'NO PROGRESS' SEEN IN READING OR 

MATH ON NATION'S REPORT CARD



AN EQUITY ISSUE



EQUITY
Almost 50 years of research demonstrates the efficacy of a 

structured literacy approach for teaching reading.

1998 2017



International Literacy Association, 
What’s Hot in Literacy Report, 

January, 2020



DOES HOW 
YOU TEACH 
IMPACT BRAIN 
WIRING?



YES! 

fMRI research indicates 

that a structured literacy 

approach changes brain 

wiring, helping struggling 

readers’ brains to 

function more like fluent 

readers’ brains…
Stanford Study on Brain Waves,  2015



TEACHING READING IS COMPLEX AND 

REQUIRES HIGHLY PREPARED TEACHERS

We do the best we can with what we 

know!
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We have a knowledge gap in the teaching of reading!



The Simple View of Reading
Gough & Tumner (1986)
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ORANGE NORTH SUPERVISORY UNION

Fall 

2015

Winter

2016

Spring 

2016

Fall 

2016

Winter 

2017

22% 36% 46% 64% 72%

First Grade Reading Scores using Track My Progress
% Meeting the Standard



2018-19 SCHOOLS

2 Schools

Total Teachers: 40 Total Students: 464

2019-20 Schools

11 Schools

Total Teachers: 165 Total Students: 2,025





CONCLUDING THOUGHT

“What we need instead of one well-grounded, 

teacher-proof method is a universe of well-

grounded, method-proof teachers.” 
~Miriam Balmuth, Ph.D., Hunter College, CUNY
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THANK YOU FOR HELPING OUR CHILDREN 
BECOME SUCCESSFUL LITERACY LEARNERS!

BPODHAJSKI@STERNCENTER.ORG


