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What is EPSCoR?
• The Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research
• Addresses uneven distribution of federal funds
• Currently VT has grants in NSF, NIH, NASA, and USDA
• NSF EPSCoR is $20 million over 5 years
• Since 2003, NSF EPSCoR has brought over $60M in grant money to the 

State; $51.6M from NIH



Why federal EPSCoR programs require state funds

• NSF EPSCoR awarded based on partnership with the State to support 
1. research 
2. STEM workforce development
3. Economic impacts on the state and region

• State and institutional commitment to the grant is 20% mandatory cost 
share; Return on investment is more than 10:1.

• Grant must be aligned with State priorities



What we do at EPSCoR

1. Research on harmful algal blooms (lake, watershed, policy, extreme 
rainfall, drought) with strong ties to VT ANR for policy support

2. STEM Workforce development
• Undergraduate internships
• High school internships
• Graduate education
• Support for girls and women in STEM fields

3. Private sector funding and economic development
• SBIR Phase 0 program
• Launch VT and Accel-VT support
• I-Corps short course



The Problem:  Algal Blooms Harm the Health of the Lake





Integration Across the State 



EPSCoR SBIR Phase 0
Program

• MicroStrain
• Benchmark Systems
• Staple Health
• MicroBrightField
• Packetized Energy
• And many more…



Undergraduates, with their graduate student and postdoc mentors, have been 
directly involved in sensor installation, maintenance, sampling, analysis, data 
management, surveys of stakeholders, and more!

Undergraduate Interns
Participate in All Aspects of Research



Native American and First Generation Student 
Scholarships


