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From: Nancy Bloomfield [NancyB@the-family-place.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, January 22, 2019 9:52 AM 

To: Theresa Utton 

Subject: BAA comment re: Reach UP caseload savings 

 

 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am reaching out today on behalf of the staff, Board and families connected with The Family Place, the designated 
Parent Child Center in northern Windsor County.  
 
We urge you to reject the concept of “caseload savings” in the Reach Up program and reinvest every penny available 
into the benefits for families with children. As you know, the Reach Up benefit is currently well below the statutory 
goal of a basic needs budget, which even at 100% would only be subsistence survival for a household. When fewer 
families with children need Reach Up, the funds allocated should be used to increase the benefit for the current and 
future recipients.  
 
The cost (and availability of) housing continues to be a significant challenge for families in our region, particularly for 
those who are experiencing poverty. Cost and availability of quality child care is a concern for the families we work 
with as well. We know that in order for parents to have success and stability in their employment, maintaining housing 
and child care is essential.  
 
Reach Up is fundamentally a program designed to ensure that children are safe, warm, sheltered, clothed and fed. 
Scooping “caseload savings” out of the budget is essentially taking much needed funds away from children living 
deep in poverty. The UN Declaration on the Rights of a Child declares that “mankind owes to the child the best that it 
has to give.” We believe this is the state of Vermont’s commitment and aspiration, and so we ask that you reject the 
Reach Up caseload savings and direct DCF to direct every available dollar to increasing benefits for Reach Up 
recipient families. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nancy Bloomfield 

 
 
 
Nancy Bloomfield 
Executive Director 
 

 

319 U.S. Route 5 South 
Norwich, VT 05055 
802-649-3268, ext.142 
802-649-3270 Fax 
NancyB@the-family-place.org  
www.familyplacevt.org 
 

 Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

 
The documents accompanying this telecopy transmission contain confidential information, belonging to The Family Place that is legally privileged. This information 

is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. The authorized recipient of this information is prohibited from disclosing this information to any 

other party and is required to destroy the information after its stated need has been fulfilled. 
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This information may in whole or part concern a client in alcohol/drug treatment. If so, this information has been disclosed to you from records protected by Federal 

confidentiality rules (42 CFR Part 2). The Federal rules prohibit you from making any further disclosure of this information unless further disclosure is expressly 

permitted by the written consent of the person to whom it pertains or as otherwise permitted by 42 CFR part 2. A general authorization for the release of medical or 

other information is not sufficient for this purpose. The Federal rules restrict any use of the information to criminally investigate or prosecute any alcohol or drug 

abuse patient. 

If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or action taken in reliance on the contents of these documents 

is strictly prohibited. If you have received this telecopy in error, please notify us immediately to arrange the return of these documents. 

 


